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ABSTRACT

The Arab conguests during the pious caliphate had changed the lives of the people of
Arabia. Similarly, the Arab Muslim conguest of Iran had paved new paths towards a land
which was famous for its glory and wealth. The Arabs administered Iran not only on
previous adminisirative models of Iranians but also adopted new policies to conirol and
direct their subjects. Moreover, the Arabs started settling their people in newly
conguered regions of Iran not only in the form of army but civil settlements also took
place. The aim of presenting this study is 1o highlight not only the administration of
Muslims in Iran but also the effects of their management, settlements and its results on
the economic, social and political lives of Arabs and local Iranians.
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GLOSSARY

Arabic word which means sons. The sons of Iranian

Abna’
fathers and Arab mothers were known as abna’.

Adnani The tribe who connect its lineage with Adnan.

‘Ahd lands The lands which were conquered after a war and signed
a treaty.

Ahl al Aliyah Quraysh, Kindna, Azd, Bajila, Khus’am, Qais, Ghilan,
and Muzniya tribes were known as “Ahl al Aliyah™

Al ‘Amm Arabic word which has different meanings, for instance,

blind or uncle.

Al Mughafir/ Dir, halaq, | Coat of Mail
Jawshan/ al hutamiya

Al rijal Infantry

Al Fursan Cavalry

Al Rumat Archers

Al Ghilman Service Corps
Al Taliah Scouts

Al Rid Rear Scouts
Amils Officers
Amsar Garrisons
Amir al Ashrah Decurion
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Andarzbad Councilors under Iranians.

Arid A special police force who was assigned the duty to
check the activities of people who refused to fight with
kharjities.

Ashrafs Notables

Ashghan? Title of kings of Al Jibal

‘Attar Fragrance

Attabi silks It was woven plain silk, sometimes stripped with black
or white stripes. It was famous for its fineness.

Ata Regular Stipends.

Ayyin Sassanian Tax

Araday A wooden house for archers.

Baghlia Iranian dirham

Bayda'/ anf al bayda’ Helmet

Dabbabah A multi-story carriage for stone throwers, precursors and
archers. Egyptians, firstty used dabbdbah. Later on,
copied by Greeks, Romans and later by Persians.

Darag Shields

Dar al harb The territory of war.

Dar al salém The land of peace (Muslims).

Dibaj Figured Silk.

Dhimmis Non-Muslim citizens of Muslim state.

Diwan al jund

A department which was responsible for army
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Dil Iran Heart of Iran

Dihgans The landed aristocracy of Iran.

Diwans Registers

Dirham Silver currency of Arabs.

Farrah The power of Iranian kings, which means “life force”.

Fay The tax levied on ghanimma, literally means the spoils
of war.

Fitna Disturbance in a state created by some particular people.

Hamarkar Tax Collectors under the Iranians.

Habs Mortmain

Hamir Another group of Arab tribes included Rabiya, Mud’haj,
Hamdan and others.

Haras Security Guards

Harbis A non-Muslim person, although conquered but, did not
live under the protection of Muslims. It is a counter
name of dhimmis.

Harbah Short spears with long blade

Harir Sitk

Hasak Caltrops

Hazarbad Another title of Iranian Prime Minster.

Hindam Used to level walls.

Iranshahr The land of Iran

Itaba’

Doctors
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Jarth Acre

Jizya Tax levied on Non-Muslims.

Jund-i Shahanshah The special army of the king of [ran.

Katib Scribe or Secratery.

Kailja A weight used for grains.

Khadim Correspondence Man under the Mushms.

Kharaj Land Tax.

Kisra The title of kings of Iran.

Kubash It is an instrument made of wood and iron and used to
destroy the huge walls.

Kura City

La’ma Body Armor

Lihazim A group of eight Arab Bedouin tribes.

Madd A measure which has different weights in Iraq and
Hijaz.

Maks/mucus Tax levied on markets.

Marzaban Military Governor of Iranians.

Mawalis!/ mawla

Newly converted Muslims.

Maysara Left Wing of Army

Maimna Right Wing of Army

Manjnig A siege engine used in Medieval times.

Manzia'h The part of army who worked voluntarily or without

pay.
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A measure of Arabs which has different weights

Misqgal
according to their regions.

Mir Muhalla The leader of every part of the city of Kufa or Basra.

Mobad Zoroastrian priests.

Mobad mobadan Chief Justice of Iranians.

Mugatillah A special army force of caliph Umar (RA).

Mugaddima Vanguard

Mujaffaf Covered Army Horses

Musitha That part of army that remained away from army at a
distance for particular reasons.

Mustala’'ma fil hadid The man who wore body armor

Nauriz A religious and cultural ceremony of Iranians.

Nushshab Persian Bows

Parvinak Correspondence Man under the Iranians.

Qanat It was an underground canal system, started by Muslims
in Iran.

Qafiz A measure

Qara’i Absolute Ownership.

Qadi al qudat Chief Justice of Muslims.

Qadr Justice

Oaws/ nabl Bows

Qimtant The tribe who connect its lineage with Qihtan.

Qairat

Carat

xvii



Qist

A measure equal to the one half of 53 or 1.4/1.7 liters or

between 1 and 1.6 k.gs.

Rab’'a Ahl al Medina

ARl al Aliyah and Kiifa were known as “Rab’a Ahl al

Medina”.

Ra’osa- i Arba’a

The city of Kufa or Basra was divided in to four parts

which was known as Ra’osa- i Arba’a.

Rimah Spears

Rihab Anothr group of five Arab tribes incuded Tamim, Adj,
Akal, Thaur and Zabba.

Rustaq Towns

Sadga al muharrima Absolute property of Muslims

Sawafi lands State lands, it included the lands owned by Khusraw and
of Persian royal family, postal stations, fire temples of
Persians, lands of those people who were killed in wars,
wet lands, and lands of those people who migrated
during wars, mills and all the lands which were declared
as sawdfi lands by Khusraw.

Sawaif The part of Muslim army who protect the borders in
SLNMETS.

Shaykh Leader of a tribe.

Shahnshah The Iranian King was known as shahnshah.

Shahr Province

Sharistan Capitals of Iranian provinces
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Spahbad Commander in chief of Iranians.

Sulha lands The lands subdued without war and signed a peace
treaty.

Shira The principle of consultation with Quran and a group of
people who were the part of Shira.

Shurta Police Force

Tassuj Villages of Iranians

Tawwabin A group emerged after the martyrdom of Imam Hussain
(RA). They wanted to take revenge of Imam Hussain
(RA) from government.

Unwahlands Dhimmi lands were also known as unwah lands.

Urraway Like a small manjnig.

Urafa A special police force which was responsible to control
rebels.

‘Ushar 10% tax levied by Muslim government.

*Ushri lands The owners of sullah lands will only pay ‘ushar as their
lands will be ‘ushri lands.

Vuzurg framadar Prime Minister of Iranians.

Waqﬂ Sfay al Muslimin The share of Muslims in the spoils of war.

Yatakgov Title of Attomey under the Iranians,

Zakah The poor tax imposed on Muslims on particular

proportion of wealith (gold, silver or property).
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INTRODUCTION

At the advent of Islam, the Iran was a part of the Persian Empire, had a very rich
culture and a very well organized administrative system. The empire, however had become
weak due to some internal disintegration. The Prophet (PBUH), like other areas, sent letter
towards the ruler of Persia which was treated disrespectfully. However, after a very short
while, the power of Irdn was subdued by the Muslims during the period of caliph Umar

(RA) in the battle of Nihdvand in 642 AD.

The Arabs had relations with the Iranians even in the pre Islamic Arabia in the form
of abnd. These relations were friendly as well as hostile. As far as the administration of
Tran was concerned, it was administered by the local dihgdns and other officials. Iran, under
Sassanid was divided in provinces according to the four points of compass. They also made
garrisons in the territory of Iran. Iranians, before the Muslim conquest, had a very well

organized network of postal services which connected the whole of the empire.

In his time period, caliph Umar (RA), after conquering Iran paid his attention
towards the administration of Iran. A new terrestrial division was introduced. The second
Caliph adopted the previous administrative modes but with some modifications. Garrisons
were developed and the tribes such as Bani Abd Qais and Bakr bin Wail etc. were settled
by the second Caliph in certain areas of Irdn. Some of the Iranian armies such as Jund i
Shahanshah accepted Islam. The taxes imposed by the Arab government were also less
than Iranian monarchs. Later on, the Caliphs adopted the same administrative pattern, but
minor changes came with the passage of time regarding the policies towards conversions

and the status of mawalis, the role and participation of Iranians in administration and



development of garrisons, settlement of Arab tribes in Iranian regions and the taxation
policies. Initially, after conquest, there were two to three Arab tribes got settled in Iran.
Later, many Arab tribes migrated from Syria and some other areas to Iran. The settlement
of Arabs resulted in the development of new garrison towns which were in strategically
important areas. Gradually, Iranians got important positions in Muslim’s armies. The
agriculture grew as Arabs introduced some new crops in Iran such as cotton. Muslim
policies not only consolidated their rule in Irdn but also led Iran to a gradual process of

urbanization.

The present study unfolds the administrative patterns of Iran from 640-750 AD
under the government of Arab Muslims. It focuses on the development of garrisons, the
role of locals in administration, taxation policies of Arabs regarding Irdn, the settlements
of Arab tribes in different regions of Irin and the aristocratic classes and their role in Irdn’s

administration.
Scope and Significance

The scope of the study in terms of time is extended over a century and ten years of
the Muslim caliphate from 640 to 750 AD. The study discusses administrative structure of
Iran from the time period of the second caliph of Islim. The study also focuses on the
administrative structure of Irdn during the time period of caliph Uthman (RA), Ali (RA)
and further focuses it during the time period of Umayyad. There is a lot of work on the
administrative structure of Muslim caliphate but little is known about Iran particularly.
Scholars did not talk more about Iran before Abbasid time period. It will be valuable to
know the detailed accounts of Iranian administration under Muslims before the

establishment of Abbasid Empire as it was one of the most important and huge victories of



Muslims. It will covers the social, economic, military and political aspects of the

administration of Iran. The study also helps to know about the strategies in developing a

good administrative structure of a region.

Review of the Literature

A lot of work has been done on the administration of Muslims. Both Muslim as
well as non-Muslim scholars have worked on the administrative modes of the caliphs of
Islam as a whole. As far as Irdn is concerned, there is a bundle of information on the
conquest of Iran but its administration after conquest has been focused in detail after 750
AD. There are scholars who discussed the provincial division, method of taxes and the
development of garrisons in Iran till 750 AD. However, there is no specific work which

has thoroughly covered the administration of Iran under the Muslims from 640 to 750 AD.

Bertold Spuler’s The Muslim World: The Age of Caliphs, 1960, is a well-researched
work on the conquests and administration of the conquered areas under Muslims. The
author argues that the motives of Muslim conquest and settlements in conquered areas were
economic. Moreover, the restriction of Persians’ conversion had also economic motives
behind it as the conquered people were a great source of revenue for Muslims. The author
maintains his argument that only the upper class Persians, dihgans, were allowed to
convert. Moreover, dihgans were the people who took the control of Iranian lands.
However, the policy changed during the Umayyad regime but the motive, again, was
economic. Moreover, the author claims that there was distinction in taxes between Muslims
and Persians that resulted in revolts. Although the author asserts that the main motive of
Muslims, behind the administrative policies, was economic, however did not go in detail.

The work has covered a few aspects regarding the administration of Iran in different times,



while the present study discusses the administration of Iran in detail during the period of

the Pious Caliphs and Umayyad caliphate.

G. Le Strange in The Lands of Fastern Caliphate, 1966, has talked about the regions
of Iriin under Abbasid in detail. However a short history of these regions from 640-750 AD
is also given. The work is descriptive in nature and the author did not develop any
argument. However it provides information about the geography, climate and the capitals
of different regions that can be helpful in determining the administrative patterns and their
influences upon people. The author also provides maps of different regions that can be

helpful in better understanding of Iran.

Richard N. Frye in The Golden Age of Persia, 1977, has discussed the pre Islamic
Persia, its regions, society and state in detail. The Muslim conquest of Persia and its
administration from 640 to 750 AD also came under the special considerations of the
author. The social stratification, relations of local Iranians with Arabs and the migrated
Arab tribes have also been discussed by the writer. The author claims that Muslims
developed a very well organized administrative system in Iran. The author is very well
informed and he not only discusses the settlements of Arab tribes in Iranian regions but
also their rivalries. The writer also has talked about the pension and other payments
procedure based on tribal system, Moreover the regions of Iran like Azerbaijan and Fars
that, according to the writer, always remained faithful to Muslims have also been discussed
by the writer. Zia ul Haq also mentions in Landlord and Peasant in Early Islam that some
of the tribes migrated to Azerbaijin that shows peaceful and healthy suitable place for
Muslims in terms of wealth. As the author develops his argument that Muslims developed

a very well organized administrative system, similarly he argues that the system of taxation



was uniform throughout Iran as there was no discrimination regarding taxation however
the policies towards clients or mawalls changed with the passage of time. Frye argues that
the Muslims adopted the administrative patterns of Iran but with some modifications.
Moreover the Arabs were the people who brought themselves close to the Westem and
Eastern Iranian cultures and developed a new culture. The author also discusses the
conversion policy and coinage from 640-750 AD. Although all these aspects are mentioned
by the author but he was not certain about the sources as the sources available on the history
of Irdn were compiled after one to two centuries of its conquest. The author has developed
his argument and discussed a lot of aspects of administration of Iran under Muslims from
640-750 but all these aspects are not debated in detail. The present study deals with all the

aspects in detail.

Zia-ul Haq’s Landlord and Peasant in Early Islam, 1977, is a well-researched book
to understand the fay and kharaj policies of the Pious Caliphs and Umayyads as well. The
author has focused on different regions and applied his fay and kkhardj theories at that time.
The author argues that during the Pious Caliphate, the lands of Iran were left at the hands
of locals by declaring fay lands and were not divided among the conquerors. The reason
behind was that it could create problems in future, moreover it could cause a decrease in
state revenue of Muslims. The author has created a similarity with M. A Shaban, as he has
the same views regarding fay lands. Later, these fay lands converted into Sawafi or state
lands during the Umayyad era. The change in policy was under the influence of Sassanid
system as all the lands under Sassanids were state lands. Although the author worked on
Jay and khardj policies, he did not go in details and failed to discuss the taxation policies

as well as the role of Sawdfi lands under the Pious Caliphs and Umayyads. Moreover 1 did



not mention which lands were declared Sawafi lands under Umayyads and why? The author
also discussed the settlement of tribes from Kifa, Basra and Syria in Azerbaijan but did
not mention the reasons for their migration and their influence and role on the economic
activity of Azerbaijan. The author, also, did not discuss the development of garrisons and
their role and influence on economy. The main focus of the author is on Abbasid time
period. The present study focuses on Pious Caliphate and Umayyad reign. Moreover, the

work did not focus on the other aspects of administration of Iran except economy during

640 to 750 AD.

Richard W. Bulliet in Conversion to Isldm in Medieval Period: An Essay on
Quantitative History, 1979, draws a quantitative view of conversion of Non-Muslims into
Muslims. The author not only draws the conversion tables according to the dates of life
and deaths but also has mentioned the possibilities of fabricated genealogies and names
that can affect a correct percentage of conversion. The author has also claimed that Irdn
was the first conquered land that accepted Islam as a religion. Yet the conversions till 750
AD were only 10 percent. The work is a quantitative and did not provide reasons for slow
conversions. The present work not only focuses on the conversion ratios but also on the
reasons as it is said that the conversion was restricted during Pious Caliphate but it was

allowed during the time of Umayyad.

Donald N. Wilber’s Iran: Past and Present, 1981, is a work particularly on Iran
that covers the early empires of Irdn from the past till modem times. The writer discusses
the Muslim conquest of Iran in detail. It also throws light on the pre Islamic relations of
Arabs and Iranians or Arab’s ajamis. The author argues that Iran, before Muslim conquest

was a centralized state and was contrelled by appointed officials in provinces. It was



replaced by an intemational and democratic religion that firmly ruled in Iran. The author
argues that Muslims were good for Iranians as they were neither strict nor lenient as it is
clear that the imposed taxes were reasonable for Iranians. The writer believes that the
Muslims, after the conquest of Iran, ruled the people more firmly than the previous empire.
G. E Grunebaum in Classical Isldm: A History 600-1258, 1970, also argues that Arabs
were better protectors of Iranians than Turks. Wilber has also developed his argument that
Muslims accepted the Iranian traditions and modes of administration and led the Irdn
towards a new way. Moreover, the Muslims also adopted their language as two languages
prevailed in the empire: Arabic for Arabs and Persian for local Iranians, Grunbaum also
favored Wilber as bilingual documents were also present. G. R. Hawting in The First
Dynasty of Isiam, 1986, mentions that although Iranians, unlike other conquered regions,
accepted Islam largely and for a long time, they prevented themselves from adopting
Arabic language. Rather, they patronized Persian, initially as everyday language and as the
language of literature in later times. Wilber, briefly, discussed the local dynasties in Iran
that emerged after Muslim conquest such as The Dabuyidsin Dabya and the Bawandid
dynasty in Baw. These dynasties are not mentioned by other writers. Although the author
has developed his argument and discussed the Muslim rule in Iran, he did not go in details.
Moreover a lot of aspects regarding administration of Iran have not come under writer’s
consideration as the book mostly focuses on Abbasid and later dynasties of Irdn. The

present study focuses on the administration of Iran from 640 to 750 AD in detail.

Ira M. Lapidus’s A History of Islamic Societies, 1988, has discussed the Pious
Caliphate and Umayyad era in detail. The author has discussed Iran in short and argued

that the Muslims had ideological and economic motives behind the conquest of Persia.



Later, they also settled in Tran and developed their garrisons in certain areas such as
Hamadan, Isfahan and Ray. Muslims left the administration of Iran to the locals, however
gradually took the control of Iranian regions themselves. The author argues that the
increased influence of Muslims gradually turned the conquered people in lower grades.
Moreover, the economic growth had also changed the society and there emerged a class
stratification, a lot of Arabs merged themselves with locals, the tribal influence decreased
to some extent and institutions were commercialized during Umayyad period. In his book
Islamic History: A New Interpretation, 1971, M. A Shaban created a difference with the
author as according to him, conquered Persians assimilated themselves only in armies and
not with local population. The reason, discussed by Shaban, is that it could be a threat for
Muslims. The author Marshall G. S. Hodgson in his book The Venture of Isiam: Conscience
and History in a World Civilization argues that during Umayyad period, institutions were
commercialized as Arabs adopted Iranian life style and a neo tribalism developed.
Moreover, Muslims involved the Iranians in their administration and adopted their
administrative patterns, but always drew a distinction between them. Yet, this distinction
eliminated during the reign of Umar 1. Although the author looked at these issues and
developed an argument, however did not go in detail as which people were settled in
garrisons? What were the motives behind settlements of Muslims in Iranian region or were
the settlements confined to the armies or tribes as well? Moreover, the author did not
discuss the reasons for adopting Persian modes of administration and how and who were
the people who became the part of Muslim administration in Irdn. Besides, the author did
not throw light on economic situation of Iran also. The present study focuses on the issues

related to the settlements, economy, army as well as revolts in detail.



Hamidullah Haiderabadi’s Siyasi Wathiga Jat, 2003, is a narrative work which
covers the time period from the Holy Prophet (PBUH) to the four caliphs. The book
narrates the letters of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and of the pious caliphs. The letters of
caliph Umar (RA) towards the conquered lands and people have also been discussed
including Iran. However, it did not go in details, for instance, regarding the administration
of the conquered areas. It is just a narration. Moreover, on one hand, the book narrates the
instructions of caliph Umar (RA), however it did not discuss that how these instruction
were followed or how the appointed govemnors ruled in those regions. However, the writer
has successfully depicted a picture of Iran through letters. A lot of regions are discussed by
the writer, however, one should determine the areas of Iran itself. It is worth of notice that
there were some common provisions for every area for instance the condition of hospitality
of newly arrived Muslims for three days and of the maintenance of roads and bridges etc.
The work helps in better understanding of Iran’s certain areas however it is not enough to

know the administration in detail.

Richard W. Bulliet’s Cotton, Climate and Camels in Early Islamic Iran, 2009,
provides information about the economy of Iran under Sassanid, Pious Caliphs and
Umayyad shortly, and during Abbasid and later times in detail. The author argues that
Sassanid had not only an agrarian but a trade economy as well. The author argues that
Muslims developed their garrisons not only at strategically important areas but also
considered trade routes, for instance the garrison of Jurjan developed due to the importance
of silk route as well. The author claims that Arabs (Yemenite) settled in different regions
of Iran and introduced the crop of cotton to the Iranians, which became a big industry of

Irdn. Iran had also advanced in cotton fabric industry in later times. The writer hzs talked
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about the economy of Irén during 640-750 AD in short as his focus was on cotton industry
that flourished during Abbasid and later times. The author, also, did not discuss the policy
of taxation and other issues regarding economy of Irin. The present study discusses the

taxation policies, agriculture, industries and state revenues etc. in detail.

Fred M. Donner in his book Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam,
2010, has discussed the time period of Pious Caliphs and Umayyad as well. The author
argues that expansion of Muslims had not only ideological motives but material and
strategic as well. The author argued that the ideological motives naturally resuited in
material motives as Persia was a great source of revenue. The Muslims adopted the
administrative patterns of Persians and institutionalized theirs. Moreover, the author had a
view that although Muslims made Christians and Zoroastrians a part of their armies and
state, however, they considered them inferior and always developed a distinction between
them. D.S. Margoiiouth also has the similar views in his book Umayyad and Abbasid,
19987, as he argues that non-Arabs had not good status as Muslims considered them

superior of all and clients were treated badly by the Umayyads.

Objectives of the study
The objectives of the research are:
To determine the terrestrial division of Iran during Sassanid rule and under the Muslims.
To determine the administration of Iran under Sassanid rule.
To find out the settlements of Arab mribes and their role in the administration of Iran.

To determine the Muslim’s administraticn and behavior towards local Iranians.
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To find out the policies of Muslim caliphs and their govemnors to administer Iranians.
To determine the role of army and the development of garrisons in different regions of Iréin.
To find out the taxation and other economic policies in Iran from 640-750 AD.
Research Question
What were the modes of administration of Irian under Muslim rule from 640-750 AD?
Subsidiary Questions

What was the terrestrial division of Iran during Sassanid rule and how it was conquered by

Muslims?

How the Sassanids administered Iran during their rule?

Which Arab tribes settled in Iran and what was their role in administration?
How the Muslims administered and treated the local Iranians?

How the Muslim caliphs and govemnors ruled the province of Iran?

What was the role of Muslim army in Iranian administration and why and where garrisons

were developed by the Muslims?

What was the method of taxes and how trade industry and agriculture developed in Iran

after Muslim conquest till 7507
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Methodology

The study is qualitative in nature. Moreover it is an unstructured, exploratory and
analytical research, as it describes, explores and analyzes the administrative strategies of
Iran adopted by the Muslims after conquest till 750 AD. A critical approach is adopted
regarding the policies of the Muslims towards Iran. Moreover, a causal relationship or a co
relation between the administrative policies and outcome is also analyzed as an outcome
variable. The study also follows the historical method as it utilizes historical documents
etc. The study mostly focuses on the primary sources. For instance, Baladhur?’s “Futuh ul
Buldan™ and Ibn Khaldoin's “Tartkh i Ibn i Khaldin: Rasul Allah (SAW) aur Khulafa i
Rashidin”. 1t also takes advantage from the secondary sources. The encyclopedias and
world atlas are also used in order to identify different regions of Iran and their significance.
The sources are available in the Centraj library of 1iUI, The Islamic Research Institute

Islamabad and in the Central Library of Quaid i Azam University Islamabad.
Organization of the Study

The study is divided in six chapters apart from introduction and conclusion. The
first chapter identifies the regions of Irin while the second chapter focuses on the tribal
settlement of Arabs in different regions of Iran and the reasons for which Arabs were
inclined to settle in Iran. The focus of the third chapter is on the development of Arab
Iranian relationship. The fourth chapter discusses the role and administration of Muslim
caliphs and governors towards their Iranian subjects. The development of garrisons and
role of army in Iran are discussed later. The last chapter throws light on economic
development of Iran under Muslim and their taxation policies as well. Conclusion is drawn

in the end.
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Chapter 1

Territorial Division of Iriin and its Administration during Sassanid

Rule

Iranshahr or the land of Iran was ruled by Persian kings.! For centuries, many people
came, invaded and ruled Persia. The Persian rulers reigned the vast territory of
Persia/Iran in two phases and according to Ibn Hishd@m, the first Iranian rulers were
known as “iskiyan” while the seconds were “ardawan”. Besides, according to Masidi, the
kings of second phase were known as Sassanid and they trace their lineage from S@san

bin Babak.?

There is ambiguity about the word Persia, Irdn and Fars. Contemporary sources
mostly use the word “Persia” for Sassanid’s territory. There is a general impression that
Iran is comparatively a modem Muslim terminology used for Persia. However the word
Iran is as old as the Persian Empire. Generally, Fars was vsed to define Irdn. For instance,
Masidi clearly defines that during the time period of the Holy Prophet (PBUH}) and later,
Irén was known as Fars and that it was a country rather than a city (as a lot of people
consider it a city).” It is also apparent from the fact that the Holy Prophet (PBUH) wrote a
letter to the king of Persia which was titled as “From the Prophet of Allah to Kisra, the

king of Fars”.* The people of Fars were the descendants of “Kitimrath” who had further

Richard N. Frye, The Golden Age of Persia (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1977}, 8.
2aba al-Hassan bin Hussain bin Al al-Masadi, Tdrikh-7 Masadi, trans. Xokab Shadani, vol, 1,

{(Karachi: Nafis Academy, 1985), 204,

3Ibid., 187,199.
*Hamid Ullah Haiderabadi, Siyést Wathiga Jat, trans. AbQ Yahya Imam Khan Naushznd, {Lahore:

Sadat Art Press, 2005), 88.
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claimed his genealogy from Irum bin Sam bin Nith (AS).’ Fars was given the name of
Iran by “Iraj” whose actual name was “Iran bin Afridin” and according to Masidi, the
people of Fars are descendants of Iraj.® According to Abl Rehan al Khwarzami, Iran was
the name of Arfakhshad bin Sam bin Nith (AS).” Furthermore, besides Fars, a lot of

Muslim historians have also used the word “Irin” for instance, Baladhiiri and Abii Rehan

al Khwarzami.®

One more important question about the regional boundaries of Irdn arises when
one talks about Muslim conquest and administration of Iran (mostly known as the
conquest of Persia). But before jumping to the question of lands included in Muslim Iran,
it is essential to know about the Sassanian provincial divisions of Persia/Iran. It is
significant that Iran was not just the land of Persian speaking people as there were a lot of
other groups who populated different regions of Iran. The areas in which Iranian culture
was dominant were included in Iranshahr. It is said that Sassanid Persia/Iran included
vast areas from north, west, east and south east of Arabia. According to Asma’i, as citied
in Mu’ajjam al Bulddn, Khorasan, Sajistan, Kirman, Makran, Isfahan, Jilan, Sandan,
Jurjan, Azerbaijan and Armanan were the sons of Iran bin Aswad bin Sam bin Nih (AS).

The regions were named on them and all were known as Iranshahr®

SMasidi, Tarikh-T MosiidT, Vol. 1, 183.

%lbid., 199,
’Shah3b al-Din AbT Abdullah Y3qUt bin Abdullah, Mu’ajjam-af Bulddn, vol. 1, (Beirut: Dar e Beirut,

1956), 289.

%bid., 289,
9bid., 289,
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According to Abu Rehan-al-Khwarzami, Irdnshahr included the areas of Irag,
Fars, Jibal and Khorasan.!Frye believes that Azerbaijan, the northeastern part of Persian
Empire, although populated with Armenians, Kurd, Persians and others, was also the part
of Iranshahr. Masdi also mentioned Kurds, Ammenians and followers of Zarrusht who
lived in different areas of Azerbaijan.!! It was named after Bazarbaz bin Iran bin Aswad
bin Sam bin Nuh (AS).'?Azerbaijan had its borders to Barza’a in east, Arzanjan in west
and Daylam in north.'> Azerbaijan, because of its geographical importance, was
administered by army govemor of Sassanid rulers.'® Another important region in the
north west of Azerbaijan was Armenia. It was a distinct kingdom and allied herself with

Persian Empire but was not considered the part of Iranshahr.'>

Similarly, Georgia also allied herself with Irdn but it was not considered the part
of Iranshahr. Tabristan and Jurjan, although less populated, were the part of Sassanid
Iran. Because of the strategic importance of the region, a bulk of army was deployed over
there.'® Media, known as Al- Jibal by Arabs and Kohistan by Persians, was also the part
of Iranshahr. It included the cities of Masabadhan, Mihirjanqadhag, Dinwar, Qum and
Hamdan. It is said that Azerbaijan, Isfahan and Ray were also the part of Al-Jibal but

were separated later. !

Whid., 289,
jabir Ahmed bin Yahyd Baladhuri, Futdh-ai Bulddn, trans. Syed Abil-Khair Maudrdi. Vol. 2,

(Karachi: Nafis Academy, 1986}, 483,485.

2y3qit, Mu’gjjom-al Buldan, vol. 1, 128,
1bid., 128.

frye, The Golden Age of Persia, 12.
Bibid., 12.

¥Mashdi, Tarkh-T Mosddr, vol. 1, 134,
YiErye, The Golden Age of Persia, 11.
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Iraq, the westemn part of the Persian Empire, was one of the most important
regions of the Sassanid Empire with its capital Ctesiphon which was also known as “Dil
Jran” or the heart of Iran.'*Additionally, Fars and Khuzistin, were also the part of the
Sassanid Iran. The eastern part of Irdn was consisted of Khordsan and was the military
center of franshahr.’® But it is essential to know that all the parts of Khorasan were not
included in frdnshahr. For instance, from three cities of Khorasan; Nishapir, Herat and
Balkh, only Nishapiir was considered the part of Jranshahr.?® Sajistan was also counted
in Iranshahr.

As Persia consisted of an enormous area, so it was difficult for the Muslims to
administer all the region as a separate province of Irdn. Therefore, after the Muslim
conquest of Iran, a new regional division was introduced. Iraq was declared a separate
province, whereas, Iran and Khordsan were separated from each other. Moreover, some
other regions were also treated as separated units. Now, there emerged an ambiguity

about the edging areas of Iran.

There are little facts which did not illustrate undoubtedly that which areas were
comprised of the province of Iran and which were the part of Irig and Khorasin.
Therefore, there is a vague estimation of the regions of Iran that Fars and Al-Jibal were
the parts of Iran. As far as Armenia is concerned, it was treated as a separate province by
Muslims. Azerbaijan, was, most probably the part of Muslim Iran. Moreover, Khuzistan

and Kirman were also the parts of Muslim Iran.

18yaqit, Mu'gjjam-af Bulddn, vol. 1, 289,
%Frye, The Golden Age af Persia, 13,
Wpid., 13,
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There are certain facts on which basis the areas of Irdn can be determined. For
tnstance, collection of khardj can be a good guess for the identification of the regions of
Iran. Under Muslim rule, there were fluxes in the system of tax collection. The ruling
circumstances variably influenced the system which was distinct during pious caliphate,
civil wars or in peaceful Umayyad kingship. Therefore, it is difficult to identify the
Iranian regions during early caliphate as Caliph Umar (RA) appointed different govemors
in eastern regions who received the khardj of their respective areas and sent it to Medina.
Later, pious caliphs also received the taxes from different regions independently. But it is
also true that during Umayyad rule, the khardj of Iran was received by the govemnor of
Iraq. For instance, it is a fact that Kafa, at first, was made the revenue gathering center
for Azerbaijan and Al Jibal, while, Basra became the revenue collector of Khiizistan,

Kirman, Fars, Sttan and Khorasan.?!

Besides, during civil war of Ibn-1 Zubair, Mukhtar Thaqfi and others, the
collection of taxes was not restricted to Iraq. Moreover, all the taxes of Al-Jibal were
collected by the govemor of Hulwan.?? Northern Iran was also under the protection or
sponsorship of Kofa?? Later, during Umayyad rule, when Khordsin became the
residential place of Arabs of Kiifa and Basra, Merv became the revenue collection center
for Iran.* Therefore, the collection of taxes neither make Azerbaijan and Al-Jibal,
Khorasan, Fars, Sistan, Kirman or Khizistan the part of Iraq nor identify clearly the

regions of Iran, as Basra also received the taxes of S1stdn and Khorasan which were not

HFrye, The Golden Age of Persia, 70.

2ab1 Jafar Jarir Tabarl, Torikh-i TabarT, trans. Syed Haider Tabatabai, vol. 4, {Karschi: Nafis
Academy, n.d.), S03.

2frye, The Golden Age of Persio, 64.

#hid., 70.
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the part of Muslim Iran. So it is difficult to identify the areas of Irdn by means of

collection of taxes.

Another way to determine the areas of Iran is to identify the governors of
provinces whose appointments were issued by the Caliph. The govemors, further,
appointed their officials in different regions of their respective provinces. It is
problematic to identify the Iranian regions during early caliphate as Caliph Umar (RA)
appointed governors in different regions of Iran who independently received the khardj of
their respective areas and sent it to Medina. For instance, Qubaz bin Abdullah in Hulwan
while Salma bin al Qin, Harmala bin Marita, Zar bin Kalib and Muqtahrab bin al Aswad
in the areas between Fars and Ahwaz, Utba bin Fargad in Azerbaijan were appointed

directly from center.?

Similarly, the Caliphate of Uthman (RA) did not clearly delimit the regions of
Iran, rather, governors were independently appointed for different regions from center
and did not clearly illustrates the areas of Iran. However, it is evident that the govemors
of Kiifa and Basra were authoritative during the caliphate of Uthman (RA). For instance,
Said bin Al-As (govemor of Kiifa) was given the authority to appoint the governors of
Ray, Hamdan, Isfahan and Hulwan.?® It is most probable that he was receiving the khardj
of these areas as well. Caliph Ali (RA), himself, also appointed the governors of Ray and

Isfahan.?’

BAbi Jafar Jarir Tabari, Térikh-i Tobari, trans. Syed Rasid Abmed Rashid, vol. 2 (3), (Karachi: Nafis

Academy, n.d.}, 63-64, 152.

% |bid., 429-430.

2 Abi Jafar Jarir Yabarl, Tarikh-i Tabori, trans. Habib Al-Rehman Siddique, vol. 3 (2), (Karachi: Nafis
Academy, n.d.}, 330.
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Later, during the Kingship of Amir Muawiyah (RA), he appointed Ziyad as
governor of Basra, Khorasan and Sistan (Sajistan) and he further appointed the governor
for Fars.?%t clearly indicates that Ziyad was the indirect receiver of taxes of Fars. On the
other hand, the governors of Ray, Sajistan, Isfahan and other areas of Iran were appointed

by Caliph Abdul Malik bin Marwan rather than by the governor of Irag.?

Another custom for the appointments of governors was that the governor of Kifa
and Basra had the authority to appoint his gmils in Irdn and Khorasan. For instance, afier
taking Kifa, Mukhtir Thagfi also appointed govemors for Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Behqubaz and Hulwan.*® Later, Hujjaj bin Yousaf also appointed governors for different
regions of Irdn and Khordsan and received khardj. For instance, besides Iraq, when Hujjaj
turn into the governor of Sajistan and Kirman also, he got the authority of further

appointments in different regions.’!

However, these all governorships and appointments did not give the information
about the regions of Iran. Yet, it is clear that STstan or Sajistan was treated as a separate
province by Arab Muslims but it was not the part of Iran.*? As far as Azerbaijan is
concerned, it was most perhaps the part of Muslim Iran. For instance, according to Ibn-i-
Khaldiin, the regions of Istakhar, Shirdz, Ahwaz, Ardshir, Sabir, S@is and Tustar etc. were

included in Fars. While, during his time period, Caliph Umar (RA) included the regions

Tabarl, Tartkh-T Tabari, vol. 4, 77, 82,

BFor details see Tarkh-i Tabarl,

¥Tabari, Tarikh T Tabari, vol. 4, 503.

HAbT Jafar Jarir Tabarl, Térikh-i Taberl, trans. Syed Muhammad Ibrahim, vol. 5, (Karachi: Nafis
Academy, 1967), 310.

3Frye, The Golden Age of Persia, 14.
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of Tabristan, Qazvin, Ray, Isfahan, Hamdan and Hulwan etc. in Azerbaijan.’’ The areas
of Azerbaijan, as mentioned by Ibn-i-Khaldiin, increased the probability that Azerbaijan
was the part of Muslim Iran. On the other hand, while talking about the conquest of Al-
Jibal, Baladhuri included Hulwan, Qum, Isfahan, Qashan, Qazvin and Ray in it.
Furthermore, it is also evident that before attacking on Isfahan, Caliph Umar (RA) asked
Hurmazan to attack Isfahdn or Azerbaijan first? He replied that Isfahan was head and
Azerbaijan the arms. The cut off head would result in the fall of both arms.** He also
included Fars and Kirman in Iranian regions while, Sajistin was included with east for
instance Sindh. The administrative divisions frequently kept on changing throughout the
pious caliphate and the Umayyad period and it is difficult to identify the areas of Irdn
through this criteria. However, the present study considers the areas of Azerbaijan,

Kirman, Fars, Khiizistin, Al-Jibal and Tabristin in Muslim Iran.
1.1 Conquest of Iran

The glory of Iran enthralled Arabs and they had a dream to conquer it. The reign of
Caliph Umar (RA) tumned it into reality. The conquest of Irdq was followed by Iran and
Muslims conquered the regions of Iran one after another. The conquest of Iran was very
significant for Muslims. It not only opened the doors of opportunity for Muslims but the
cultural diffusion also resulted in new customs and traditions. The doors for knowledge

were also opened and in coming years, Muslims produced remowned scientists and

intellectuals.

**Abdul Rehman |bn-i Khaldin, Térikh-i tbn-i Kholdin: Rasil our Khuldfa-i Rosil, trams. Ahmed
Hussain Ala Abadi, vol. 1, {Karachi: Nafis Academy, n.d.), 385.

MBalsdhur, Futih-of Bulddn, vol. 1, 433,
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After conquering Iraq including Madain (Ctesiphon) and Jalala, Muslims moved
towards Al-Jibal which comprised of the areas of Hulwian, Nihavand, Al Dinir,
Masabzan, Hamdan, Mihirjanqadhag, Qum, Qashan, Isfahan, Ray, Qiims, Qazvin and
Zanjan. Yazdjard, the last Iranian king was alive and was protected by the people of
Hulwan. But when Hulwan was conquered without war and Muslims signed peace treaty
with the people on certain conditions, Yazdjard escaped and the people from Fars, Ray,
Qiims, Isfahan and Hamdan gathered around him and started preparations for war.*
Caliph Umar (RA) send Nauman bin Muqqarran towards Nihdvand. Iranians attacked on
Muslims but were defeated. The conquest of Nihdvand was also known as “Jarah ul
futizh”%0n their way back from Nihavand, Abi Miisd Ash’ari (RA), after a small attack,
conquered Al Diniir and collected kharaj. The people of Masabdhan did not resist, rather,
signed a peace treaty and became a sulha land.’” Afterwards, under the command of Jarir
bin Abdullah al Bajili, Muslims attacked Hamdan and conquered it on the similar
conditions of Nihavand.*®Abti Miisa Ash’ari (RA), at his return from Nihavand,
conquered Qum and sent Ahnaf bin Qais who conquered Qashan. It is said that Caliph
Umar (RA) sent Abdullah bin Abdullah bin Utbdn with reinforcement who met Abi

Miisa Ash’ari and they all attacked on Isfahan and conquered it.*®

As Muslims conquered different regions of Iran, Yazdjard escaped towards new

regions. He stayed in Hulwin but after Muslim attack, escaped towards Isfahan and then

35)bn-i Khaldan, Tdrikh-i ibn i-Khaldan, vol, 1, 364-365,

36Baladhury, Futih-of Bufdan, vol. 1, 435.

bid., 438.

38 bid., 441.

®1bn-i Khaldan, Tarikh-i ibn i-Khalddn, vol. 1, 370.
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towards Istakhar. Later, he escaped towards Kirman, Sajistan and then Khorasan. He was

treated badly in Merv and was murdered by a villager.*

It is said that after two months of the conquest of Nihavand, Caliph Umar (RA)
sent Urwah bin Zaid al-Khail towards Ray which was attacked and conquered and paid
kharaj of five lac dirhams.*'The people of Qiims also signed peace treaty on the
conditions of the treaty of Nihdvand.*? After the conquest of Qims, Muslims stepped
towards Qazvin, which is also known as Qashvin, meaning the place of
protection.**During the Sassanid rule, an army of Aséwira and Fars was always present in
order to protect the people from Daylamities. When Muslims attacked Qazvin, they
fortified themselves and asked Daylamities for help but were deceived by them and
signed peace treaty on the similar conditions of Nihavand.*“It is said that the people of
Qazvin did not like to pay jizya as it, probably, was humiliating for them. They accepted

Islam instead.*’

It is said that after receiving orders from caliph Umar (RA), Huzaifa bin al-
Yaman, who was in Nihdvand, attacked Azerbaijan. The marzaban of Azerbaijan lived in

Ardbail. He gathered huge forces and attacked Muslims but the military govemor was

|bid., 422-423.

“Baladhur, Futith-a/ Buiddn, vol. 1, 451.

“)bid., 451-452.

“3bid., 456.

“bn-i Khaldin, Tarikh-i tbn-i Khoidin, vol. 1, 371-372.
4 Baladhun, Futdh-of Buldan, vol. 1, 457,
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defeated and signed a treaty and agreed to pay jizya.**Later, during Caliph Ali’s (RA)

time period, a lot of people from Azerbaijan accepted Islam.*’

Tabristin was not conquered during the caliphate of Umar (RA). Saced bin al-Asi
who was appointed as governor of Kiifa by Caliph Uthman (RA) attacked Tabristdn
without receiving any orders from center. He conquered Al-Royyan and Dabzvand.* The
people of Tabristdn had aggressive nature and always created problems for Muslims. The
irregularity of kharaj and breaching of promises was also commeon for the people of

Tabristin.*’

During his caliphate, Umar (RA) ordered Abu Miisa Ash’arT (RA) to attack on the
adjoining areas of Basra. Thus he attacked Ahwaz>® and conguered all the areas of
Ahwaz except Siis, Tustart, Manazir and Ram Hurmoz.3' Abli Miisa Ash’arf (RA), than,
attacked Manazir and imprisoned a Jot of people. While he was in Manazir, Caliph Umar
(RA) sent orders to leave the place in someone else’s command and to attack Sus. He left
Ziyad bin Rabi who, later, conquered Manazir. When Abii Misa Ash’ari (RA) came, the
people of Siis fortified themselves. But later sued for peace and Muslims became the
masters of Siis. Afterwards, Muslims attacked Ram Hurmoz and its people signed peace

treaty and paid jizya of eight lac dirhams.’? Tustar was conguered by Muslims where

1bn-i Khaldin, Tarikh-i Ibn-i Khaldan, vol. 1, 373.

“TRaladhuri, Futah-al Bulddan, vol. 2, 484,
*3|bid., 491.
“bid., 492-495.

S aladhuri, Futih-of Bulddn. Vol. 2, 544,

32|bid., 547.
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Harqiis Bin Zahir Sadi was appointed.>> Muslims stormed on Tustar under the command
of Ab{i Miisa Ash’arT (RA) and faced a strong resistance as the people of Tustar bravely
attacked Muslims. The army of Tustar confronted Arab army but due to weak planning,
they failed and were being conquered by the Muslims.>* Hurmazan was captured from the
fort of Tustar and sent towards Medina to Caliph Umar (RA) where he lived and accepted
Istam. There is another viéw that Tustar was captured or conquered easily and a peace
treaty was signed, however, its people revolted and crushed ruthlessly by Muslims after

the annulment of pact.®”

During the time period of Caliph Uthman (RA), Uthman bin Abi-al-As-al-Thagft
was appointed as the governor of Oman and Bahrain. He sent a battalion of the tribes of
Bani Abd Qais, Azd, Tamim Bani N3jia and others towards Fars.>® Muslims captured
Tawwaj, Darabjard, Sabiir, Istakhar Jiir and other areas of Fars.>’The conquest of Fars
had the similar effect, on Muslims, like Qadsiyah. Muslims not only conquered Fars but
constructed mosques and settled tribes over there.*® Similarly, Mujasha’i also attacked on

Kirman captured it.>

1.2 Administration of Iran during Sassanid Rule

There are many contradictions regarding the areas and genealogies of the people of Fars.

However it is true that they are the descendants of “Kidmrath” who owned the genealogy

*3The Persian name of Ahwaz was “Hawz Maysar”. Later changed by Arabs to Ahwaz,
bn-i Khaldan, Tarikh-i tbn-i Khaldan, val. 1, 355-356.

%5 Baladhurl, Futih al Buidén, vol. 2, S50,

*lbid., 559.

*Ibid., 557-561.

*®|bid., 556-559,

*Ibn-i KhaldQn, Tarikh-i ibn i-Khaldin, vol, 1, 414.
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of Irum bin S&m bin Nuh (AS).%° After Kiimrath, there came many great kings who not
only effectively ruled Iran but also worked for the sake of knowledge. For instance, the
mythological Emperor Jamshaid who not only initiated the observance of Naurdz but also
worked hard to spread knowledge and that is why he got the title of Kisra.*'The kings of
Fars firmly ruled their territories, however between the two phases of the rule of Persians,
some indigenous govemors revolted and made their own rule and assumed titles as well.
For instance, the kings of Al-Jibal came to known as “Ashghant’.*? However, Persian

rulers strengthened their rule for years.

As far as administration of Iran is concerned, the second rulers of Iran, known as
Sassanid, held government effectively. The Sassanian king, Ardshir bin Babak introduced
a new division of ranks in his court, for instance, the prime designation, in court, was
given to intellectuals and clerics, than to ministers, govemors and clowns.®®> He divided
his courtiers in seven ranks: Ministers, Clerics, chief justice, marzabans and entertainers
etc. According to Masiidi, not only the fabulous Emperor Aniisherwan, but the
Umayyads and Abbasids also followed Ardshir bin Babak. The Persian kings, including,
Ardshir, Anlisherwan Sabiir and their descendants not only ruled ethically themselves but
also advised their officials to be honest to their posts. For instance, Ardshir wrote letters
to his governors and advised them to rule honestly and to live with unity as in his view,

the unity could destroy one’s enemy.®*Similarly, Sabiir was not in the favor of any non-

®Masudi, Tarikh-f Masidi, vol. 1, 83.

$ibid., 185.
ibid., 155.
“bid., 205.
®Ibid., 206.
Ibid., 207-208.
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ethical activities or power corruption. He advised his governors to rule their subjects
graciously.®® Correspondingly, Yazdjard bin Behram was also advised by a wise man to

rule honestly and graciously so that people could appreciate and love him.57

The Iranians divided their territory in provinces which were known as shahr and
capitals of provinces were called sharistan. A province was further divided into kuras or
cities. Kuras were further divided into tassuj or villages which were further divided into
rustag.®® The province of Fars was divided in to five kuras Istakhar, Arrajan, Bishapir,
Ardshir Khurra and Darabjird.®® Al-Muqgaddasi also divided Fars into six uras, Arrajan,
Darabjard, Ardshir Khurra, Shiraz, Istakhar and Sabir.” According to G. Le Strange,
Sablir was the smallest district of Fars, however, Bishapiir or older Shahpir was the
“chief district” of Fars.”! According to Ibn-i-Hawkal, it was a large and populous district,
yet, Al-Muqaddasi describes its ruins because of migrations of the people.” Istakhar was
the largest city of Fars and mostly known as Istakhar-i-Fars. On the other hand, Bishapir

was the smallest. Isfahan was also considered the part of Fars.”

The other province of Iran was Khiizistan, mostly known as Al-Ahwaz. The older

name of Al-Ahwaz was Hormuz Shahr and Khiizistan means the land of Hiz.”* It was an

%Ibid., 209.

“Ibid., 221.

*Frye, The Golden Age of Persia, 9-10.

8 1bid., 10.

"Al-Muqaddasi, The 8est Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions, trans. Basil Anthony Colins,
{n.p: Garnet Publishing Company, 1994), 374,

AIStrange, Lands of the Eastern Coliphote, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 190 5), 262.

R)bid., 262
IFrye, The Golden Age of Persia, 11.
Strange, Lands of the Eastern Coliphate, 232-233.
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agricultural area with at least seven kuras. The largest kura of Khiizistin was Hormzid
Ardshir or Stiq-al-Ahwaz. Other kuras of Khizistan included Rustaqabad or Askar

Mukaram, Tustar or Shiistar and Sus or Shish.” Richard Frye included Jundisabir,
Ramiz and Surraq in Khiizistan.

Al-Jibal (also known as Kohistan or Media), had six kuras included Masabadhan,
Mihrjangadhaq, Dinawar (Mah-i-K@fa), Nihavand (Mah-i-Basra), Hamdan and Qum.
Ray, Isfahan and Azerbaijan were also considered kuras of Al-Jibal, however, at the end
of Sassanid Rule, were separated.’® However, Al-Mugaddasi, included Ray, Harndin and
Isfahan as important districts of Al-Jibal.”” The first district of Al-Jibal is Ray, then
Hamdan, Isfahan, Qum, Qashan, Saymara, Karaj, Mah e Kifa and Mah-i-Basra.”™ It is
also said that there were four quarters of Al-Jibal; Kirmisin, Ray, Hamdan and Isfahan.”

Hamdan was rebuilt by Muslims.

Azerbaijan’s northemn boundaries are unknown. However, its capital was Ardbail.
The regions included in Azerbaijain were Ardbail, Tabraiz, Mardghah, Nakjawan,
Marand, Al-Miyanj and Khalbasa.®® There was a variety of people that seventy dialects
were spoken in its regions.®! Azerbaijan was a strategic area and a developed garrison of
Persian rulers and of Muslims as well. It was a mountainous region with Caspian Sea in

the east. The mountains of Caucasus region in its north provided a natural boundary to

"Mugaddasi, The Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions, 358.

" Frye, The Goiden Age of Persia, 11.
"’Mugaddasi, The Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions, 340.

%Ibid., 341.

Strange, The Londs of the Eostern Coliphote, 186,
®lbid., 161-171.

%pid., 159.
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Azerbaijan. Talish and Kabustan mountains also complimented the huge Caucasus
region. Initially, the region of Azerbaijan, was ruled by Turks, Romans, and Persians,
later, Muslims developed their strong hold and introduced Islam to its people. Kurds, at

times, also ruled Azerbaijan.

Kirman was consisted of five kuras; Bardasir, Narmasir, Sirjan, Bam and Jiruft.®?
It is said that Kirman, in medieval times, had two capitals: Sirjan and Bardasir.®’ Al-
Sirjan had the central position among all the kuras. Kirman was divided in to five kuras
or districts but an alternate view exists with Muqqadasi and Ibn Rusta. For instance, Ibn-
i-Rusta included Bardsir, Strjan, Narmasir, Jiruft and Hormuz, while Muqqgadast included
Bam instead of Hormuz as the kuras of Kirman. However, the division of towns and
villages was based on agricultural lands and plains in Kirman or, in other words, different

zones of Kirman possessed natural boundaries of cultivated and uncultivated lands.3*

Likewise, the Sassanid kings introduced a very effective administrative system
that Muslim caliphs such as Caliph Umar (RA), and later, Umayyads and Abbasids
followed their patterns. As Sassanids divided their administration in different
departments so they were checked properly. AnGsherwdn and Kisrd@ Pervaiz had nine
seals which were used for the authenticity of documents and letters. For instance, the
stamps were categorically divided into the seals for royal letters, treaties, correspondence,

and punishments, to seal food and for treasury etc.®’Iran was ruled by shahnshah who

$2Muqaddasi, The Best Divisions for Knowledge of the Regions, 404.

®Strange, The Lands of the Eastern Coliphates, 300.
¥1The Encylcopedio of Islam, s.v. “Kirman”
8Masidi, Tarikh-i Masidr, vol. 1, 235.
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obsessed a superior value known as farrah which means “life force”.®® The Sassanid
bureaucracy was divided in to Prime minister, who was also known as vuzurg framadar.
Later, the title was replaced by hazarbad. The duties of prime minister are not known,
however, in initial times of Sassanid, he also performed the duties of commander in chief.
Later a new title, Irdn spahbad, was introduced for commander in chief. Ibn-i-Khaldin

also mentioned a similar title of “spakdaar” for the ruler of Tabristan.?’

Marzban or the “military governor of frontier” was also used for just governor or
provincial chief. Sassanid appointed four marzbdns according to the four points of
compass. Then there were mobad or Zoroastrian priests who performed legal acts and
were divided in to yafakgov or attorney and andarzbad or councilors. A further division
was of mobad and mobad mobadan (gadi and gadi al qudat) who received endowments
of fire and endowments of dead (atash hamar difira and ruwanikan difira). Then there
were tax collectors known as hamarkar. The correspondence men were Known as
parvanak. The Muslims copied their postal system and also appointed their own

correspondents. But the title of parvanak was replaced with khadim ®®

Dihgans or landed aristocracy, were most important part of Iranians they were the
local nobility and were very famous in eastern Iran like Khorasan. *It is said that dihgans
were appointed by government in western Iran, and contrary to this, they, themselves,
were in government in eastern part of Iran. The languages of Iranians were also versatile

in their own. For instance, there were official written language (Pahalvi), official spoken

¥Frye, The Golden Age of Persia, 7.
¥bn-i Khaldun, Tarikh-i tbn i-Kholdin, vol. 1, 372,

8Frye, The Golden Age of Persia, 18.
¥Bertold Spuler, The Muslim World: The Age of the Coliphs, part. 1, {Lziden: E. J. Brill, 1960), 29.
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language (Persian/Dari), dialect at home was Aramic and ritual tongue was Pahalvi or
Avestan. Later, during the Umayyad era, the official language was Arabic, whereas,
official spoken language were Arabic and Dari in Irin. Moreover, the dialect, at home,

was either Arabic or Dari, while ritual language was Arabic and Persian.”®

The social stratification of Iranian society composed of priests, warriors, scribes
and artisans.’'According to Richard Frye, the class distinction was not wiped out during
Muslim rule rather continued by the Arabs. However, it did not give the impression of
that the class stratification of Iranians continued with rigidity. Although the colonies of
Iraq were made on profession or tribe, however there was a clear division between Arab
Muslims, newly converted Muslims (rmawdlis) and non-Muslims. Yet, it was clear that

Arabs had superior authority and were the masters of non-Arabs,

PFrye, The Golden Age of Persia, 16.
M)bid., 55.
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Chapter 2
Arab Tribes Settled in Iran and their Role in Administration

Iran, because of possessing a huge area, has diverse geography which not only affected the
attitudes and behaviors of the people but also affected its economy, the way of living and
eaming as well. Most of the regions of Ir&n had mountains with flat and fertile lands. A lot
of rivers and developed canal systems attracted Muslims and after its conquest, Arabs
started settling their people in different regions of Iran. The Arab settlement had diverse
patterns or attitudes. On one hand, the tribes were settled in the form of army in certain
important areas of Iran. On the other hand, there were tribes which were settled according
to the economic importance of a particular region. These types of settlements had not only
done by the Arab government but also by individuals (a single family) as well. As far as
the difference in the attitudes of Arabs and Iranians is concerned, it seems that, to some
extent, the Arabs adopted Iranian way of living, however the feeling of superiority of being
Arabs remained intact. Moreover, the Arab settled tribes not only captured the economy of

their regions but also participated in different conquests and wars along with Iranians.

There were different reasons for which Arab Muslims were settled in Iran. There
were security causes due to which garrisons were developed and people were settled.
Economy was also another important factor due to which Arabs preferred to settle in Iran.
Gradually, the Arabs and Iranians mingled with each other’s culture and new features in

Arab Iranian societies were introduced.
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2.1 Arab Triba) Structure and its Importance

Arabia, having diversity of cultures and religions, was situated in the middle of two
imperial societies; the Romans and the Persians. The political system of Arabia depended
on its tribal structure. There was no solo power, however, individual authorities dominated
the society.! Many people of Arabia were settled but the nomadic people who were,

although, less in number were the most important part of Arabia.

Nomads mostly depended on seasonal pastures and moved from one place to
another in search of water and a place of grazing for their flocks. There was further division
in nomads for instance, full nomads and semi nomads. Full nomads usually possessed large
flocks of camels and goats and mostly depended on their milk and dates. They rarely moved
from their areas. They also used to sell handmade items which helped them in their living.
Full nomads were mostly found on the north and northeastern borders of Arabia and the

tribes from Bakr bin Wa’il, Tamim, Asad, Iyad, Namir and Taniikh were considered full

nomadic tribes.?

The nomadic tribes also produced martial leaders and orators, however did not enter
in the interior of Arabia. Semi nomadic people created a little difference from fully
nomadic people in the manner of migration. They usually migrated from one place to

another every year. The migration of semi nomadic tribes entirely depended on the

IMarshall G. Hadgson, The Venture of Islom: Conscience and Histary in o Worid Civilization, vol. 1,
{Lahore: Vanguard Books, 2004), 149,
’Fred McGraw Donner, The Early islamic Conguests (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1581),

16.
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pasturelands and sometimes due to low rainfall they were hired by the settled people for

labor.

The society of Arabia consisted of a strong tribal structure. The shaykh or chief of
a tribe was selected from honorable families and supposed to have some personal qualities
such as wealth and should be wise and generous with political awareness.’ The leadership
of a tribe could be inherited as well.* There were defined tribal groups based on paternal

relations.® These paternal relation could be real or supposed as well.

The tribal structure of Arabia falls in a pyramidal shape which started from a family
and then paternal relations like uncles gave a broader view of solidarity and bonding. These
paternal relations then formed a stronger group based on blood relations and is known as a
tribe. The essential part to form a group or a tribe was a common ancestor which gave not
only a sense of collective rights but also of shared duties. The interests of 2 common

ancestry were alike which strengthened the solidarity of a tribe.®

There could be several sub-groups or tribes which was followed by a number of
lineages and divisions. The tribal solidarity of a tribe was stronger on smaller level,

however, on a broader line it became weak. The social support of a person depended on

%Ira M. Lapidus, A History of islamic Societies (Great Britain: Cambridge University Press, 1988),

13-14,
ACarl Brockelmann, ed., History of Islamic Peoples, trans. Joel Carmichael ang Moshe Perlmann,

({London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1948), 4-5,

*Fred McGraw Donner, The Early islamic Conguests {New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1981},
20.

Spatricia Crone, “Tribes and States in the Middle East”, in Fred M. Donner, From Arabit n Tribes to
Islamic Empire: Army, State ond Society in Neor Eost ¢. 600-850 [Burlingtor: Ashgate Publishing Company,
2008), 359.
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the strength of his tribe. But sometimes the allied groups or tribes also joined the strong
ones as their allies and got social support. Later, these allies merged themselves into the
stronger one and became a part of it. It happened even after the Muslim conquest of Iran
when Iranians, who accepted Islam merged themselves into a tribe and retained their
genealogies. Even merging themselves in a stronger or most honorable tribe was the

common attitude found among most of the Iranians.

Besides, the upgradation of the tribes also happened due to intense expansion in it
which affected its reputation and strength. For instance, at a time, Bakr bin Wail, because
of its reputation, held the tnbes of BanT Shayban, Bani [jl, Bant Qais, Bant Thalaba, Bani
Dhuhal, BanT Tayyam al-Lat, Bant Hanifa and Bani Yashkar. Later, due to unnecessary

expansion of the tribe, Bakr bin Wail became less effective.

Despite all these facts, an increase or expansion of a tribe had its advantages on the
other side. For instance the tribes in a larger group consisted of nomadic, semi nomadic
and settled tribes who had their influence on their rivals and, at times, provided assistance

to their allied ones.

As far as the social and economic life of the tribes of Arabia is concerned, they
were interdependent on each other. For instance, nomadic people, for their essential stuffs
that they cannot produce themselves depended on settled people. On the other hand, for
martial activities and a peaceful trade, settled tribes made pacts with nomadic tribes for not

plundering their caravans.
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2.2 Arab Tribal Settlement in Different Regions of Iran

There can be several reasons behind human migration from their native lands and
settlement at new places. People might migrate because of good economic opportunities
that can change their lives and standards of living. The brutalities of weather or topography
can also force people to migrate to a place which has better living conditions than theirs.
People who migrate towards new regions definitely look for an area which is better than

their previous ones. The urban areas are prior choices of migrating individuals or groups.

The medieval times witnessed huge human migrations for several reasons from
which wars or conquests were the loftier ones. Like other people of the world, Arab
conquests towards north, west and east also convinced them to migrate and settle in new
regions of Romans and Persians. Arab migration towards east was as important as any other
migration of Arabs towards north or west as east was always a fantasy for them. After

conquering it, Irdn received Arab migration in different phases and manners.

The prior motive of Arabs was to consolidate their rule in eastern regions which
provided a reason for them to settle Arabs in Irdn in the form of army. The manner in which

army was settled in Irdn was interesting in its place.

As Arab tribal structure was so strong and it introduced every single person as a
member of a tribe, likewise, Arab army also consisted of several tribal groups and the
development of garrisons and settlement of Muslim Arab apmy resulted in the settlement
of a number of tribes in Irén, The actual data of tribal settlement in Iranian regions is not

clear, however, there are facts which shows that the tribes of Mudhij, Qais, 11an, Sakiin,
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Kinda, Ghatfan, Tamim, Rabiya, Bakr bin Wail, Tay, Qudha’a, Asad and Bajila etc. were

settled over there. The settlement of Arabs was, gradually, done over all the regions of Iran.

As there were several reasons which tempted the Arabs to settle in Iran. Each
province and region of Iran had its own economic and social importance which lured Arabs
to settle over there. For instance, Fars was culturally rich area and was always the abode of
Persian rulers. Besides, its geographical importance could not be denied as Khiizistan in
the west, Isfahan in northeast, Kirméan in east and by Persian Gulf in the west and southwest
were the important areas which bordered Fars. The border areas had their own strategic

importance which could not be denied.

Another key factor for Arab Muslim seftlement laid on the importance of food and
agriculture. Although, the Arab Peninsula had no huge fertile fields the flat and fertile fields
of southern Fars greatly attracted the Arabs which could deliver an uninterrupted source of
food. They could cultivate new crops themselves or by hiring someone and could settle

their families over there.

Further, Fars not only had its importance regarding food but it was also a
commercial area which could enrich the economy of Arabs. It had trade routes which linked
Fars to other regions. These trade routes varied according to the commupications with
different provinces and changed with the passage of time. Thus it is difficult to identify

these routes, however, it is said that Shiraz was the center and controller of mule tracks.

Afier the conquest of Fars, Uthman bin Ab1 af As settled the tribes of Azd, Tamim,
Bani Abd Qais, Bani Nahiya and others in the regions of Fars and received a huge number

of conversions of the people who were Zoroastrians or Christians for centuries. Uthman
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bin AbT al-As not only settled these tribes in Fars but made several constructions in the
area. This construction made the province as important as under Sassanid rulers. He
constructed mosques in Fars.” Darabjard was considered the center of leaming under

Persians and Muslims also took the advantage from their knowledge as well.

Tribes from Arabia also settled in Istakhar and there could be several reasons for
Arab settlement there, It is said that Fars has five districts and [stakhar was the largest and
the most ancient district of Fars.® The region was known as the land of kings and the
residence of sons of kings. It was one of the important cultural and religious centers of Iran
under Sassanid. The people of Istakhar also claimed their superiority because of the
association of the Prophet Sulayman (AS) to the city, because the people of Fars believed

that before Dhahak they were ruled by Prophet Sulayman (AS).’

Istakhar had a rich history as it possessed a lot of fire temples and it is said that
Ardshir [ himself was the superintendent of the fire temple of Istakhar. The area was also,
at times, capital of Irdn. According to Muqaddasi, he found a mosque during his visit of
Istakhar. He realized that the mosque was, initially, a fire temple that was converted in to

mosque by Muslims. This perhaps, happened under Abbasids or in later times.

Istakhar captured the attention of rulers and people of Irdn not only due to its
religious or cultural importance but also because of developing economy. It can be said
that, at times, it was the economic center of Sassanid as the Sassanid coins were minted

here. The reason, most probably, was the various fields of iron and other metals in Istakhar

"Baladhuri, Futdh-af Buldén. Vol. 2, 556.

®agit, Mu‘gjfjam-al Buldan, vol. 1, 211.
®lbid., 211.
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which were used by the people of Iran in abundance to mint the coins or to make royal

jewelry.

Khiizistan, the southwestern province of Iran with its capital Sis, was situated on
the Iran Iraq borders and possessed a lot of fertile land. There is uncertainty that whether
Khiizistdn was a part of Irdq or Iran.'%Yet, it has been discussed earlier, that some of its

regions were the part of Iraq, while, others were included in Iran.'!

The Arabs did not possess agricultural richness and perhaps, the alluvial plains,
mud flats and wetlands and agricultural richness of the region provided a strong reason to
Arabs to settle in Khizistan. Most importantly, despite the extreme hot weather of
Khiizistan, the cultivation of wheat, barley, sugarcane, cotton, citrus fruits, dates, melon
and rice enriched the economic condition of its people. The production of these fruits and
grains increased to an extent during the time period of Abbasid, however, the production
of cotton, wheat, dates and barley possessed a low ratio production under Umayyads as
well. Moreover, the people of Khiizistan also facilitated their lives with fish from Persian

Gulf. Abadan, Shiistar and Ahwiz were the important economical towns of Khiizistan.'?

One of the most important cities of the Khiizistan which received Arabs settlers was
Tustar which possessed lot of fertile lands. Natural fertility was also enhanced by Sassanid

rulers as they developed lot of-canals in Tustar.!? It is said that the areas which appeared

195hahab-al Din Abi Abdullah Yagqit bin Abdullah, Mu’gjjam-al Buldan, vol. 2, (Beirut: Dar e Beirut,
1956), 405.

Hbid., 405.
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firstly on earth after the universal flood were Tustar and Siis.'*The area also infatuated

enormous fields of iron and other metals which were very useful in the making of weapons

and jewelry.

Tustar is located on the borders of Irag-Iran and it is a known fact that there are
contradictions regarding edging areas and as the people of Kiifa and Basra, both, were
present at the time of its conquest, thus both claimed the area. However, Caliph Umar (RA),

accepted the authority of the people of Basra over Tustar because of its physicality. '

One of the most important areas of Khiizistdn which conquered and received the
settlement of Muslims was Qazvin which was founded by Persian king Shahpiir 11 and was
situated in the south of Elburz Mountains. It has its boundaries with Isfahan, Persian Gulf
and Asia Minor. The Persian name of Qazvin is Qashvin which means the place fixed for

protection.

Qazvin is situated near Daylam and during Sassanid rule, the people of Qazvin
always protected their land from the attacks of Daylamities. The army of Asawira was
always present between the mountains of Qazvin and Daylam.'S The strategic importance

of the area inclined Muslims to settle and to protect the area from attacks of the east.

Besides, the areas also owned fertile lands which appealed Muslims towards
Qazvin. It is a known fact that Kiifa and Basra were urban centers of Irdq and many people
migrated from the villages of Iran towards Kiifa and Basra and settled in these two

provinces but there are also facts which shows that the people from Kiifa came and settled

1% 1bid., 30,
15 |bid., 30.
18Baladhuri, Futdh-al Buldan. Vol. 1, 456.
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in Qazvin. They, like other Arabs, developed Qazvin and it is most probable, that the
development rested on the patterns of Kiifa and Basra. There are evidences which shows
that the people of Kiifa who settled in Qazvin constructed their houses after its conquest.'?
After settlement, agriculture of the area might flourished because Qazvin owned fertile

fields and the people who came from Kifa or Basra, certainly, were aware of techniques

of cultivation.

Qa’qa’ bin Amr settled some Arab tribes in Hulwan after its conquest and Qubaz
was appointed as their governor.'® Hulwan was a rich urban province of Iran which had a

natural attraction for Arabs as the area had large and fertile arable lands.

A lot of fruits were produced in Hulwan. According to Ibi-i-Hawaqal, figs,
pomegranates, and dates were produced in the region. The Muslims could develop
thernselves economically in Hulwan which was not a bad opportunity to change their lives.

Moreover, beside rich economy, it was a developed city in which houses were built up of

stones and bricks.

Kirman also received Muslim settlement which was located in the southwest of
Dasht-i Lat where it met Sistan. Kirman, like other areas of Iran, had northwest and
southeast mountain ranges. Moreover, the area also possessed lot of fertile plains and

pastures.

Despite its extreme weather, the land of Kirman is considered good for cultivation

of dates, walnuts, cereals and citrus fruits etc. Moreover, honey, wheat, barley, cotton and

Ubid., 458,
¥BTabari, Tarikh- Tabari, vol. 2 {3}, 48.
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dates are also produced here. It is most plausible that the land of Kirman was also a rich
source of food and production of other stuffs during the time peried of Pious Caliphs and
Umayyad rulers. It is also evident that cotton was produced in Iran before Muslim
conquest. The production of cotton boomed during Abbasid time, however Umayyad rulers
also facilitated their people from its production. Moreover, the two industries of Kirman

flourished under Muslims from very early times i.e. cotton and wool industry.!*

Arab Muslim settlement in northern Iran was significant at its place as it was a very
important region which included the areas of Azerbaijan and Hamdan. Settlement in
Azerbaijan could be fruitful for Muslims because the province has a diverse geography as
its north was a mountainous area while its center had rich fertile and arable lands which
provided a rich crop yield to its people and a good revenue to Muslim government. It was
also rich in water resources which fulfilled the essential needs for cultivation, for instance,

there were eight rivers flowing from Caucasus to Azerbaijan and increased the fertility of

the respective region.

The districts of Azerbaijan which were rich in fertility and received lot of
cultivation included Tabraiz, Aradbail, Mahbad, and Zanjin.’® Besides agriculture,
Azerbaijin north and south was rich in zinc, copper, gold and other precious metals which
could be helpful for Muslims in the making weapons and other stuffs. Rich Iron fields were

also present in Afsharabad.

Azerbaijan was strategically important area of Iran and was a garrison that is why

Muslims also deployed their armies over there. Later, these Muslim armies also brought

The Encyicopedia of Isfem, s.v. “Kirman”
“The Encyicopedia of islam, s.v. "Iran”
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their families with them and permanently settled in different regions of Azerbaijan?! As
Muslim armies received replacement after every four years that is why, most of the army
men permanently settled in the urban areas of Kiifa and Basra, Armenia and Azerbaijan
and also found their livelihood over there. The area always provided a large number of
army for crushing the revolts or for further conquests. It is probable that because of

continuous warfare, the settled tribes were always present with their services.

Moreover, the people from the regions of Syria and Egypt also migrated towards
Azerbaijan for better economic opportunities and rich fertile lands. The people, who
migrated to Azerbaijan, purchased lands from locals and started cultivation. The Arabs not
only settled in Azerbaijdn but also took advantages of its lands. Besides those army men,
who received official lands, there were Arabs who purchased lands and started agriculture
over there. For instance, the land of Warsan was grown by Marwin bin Muh’Arnmad bin

Marwan bin Hakam.??

Muslims were not only attracted towards the economic resources of these
conquered areas but also consolidated their rule and put their services for the development
of these regions such as construction of roads and bridges etc. For instance, the bridge of
Warsan was known as the important construction of Marwan bin Muhammad bin

Marwan.?3

AThe Encylcopedio of Isiom, s.v. “Iran”
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Arabs not only settled by government in the form of tribes but there were also some
individuals who came and settled in different regions. Later, their families joined them and

gradually the whole area came under the control of that respective family.

Likewise, a man known as Idris, used to make perfumes, came to Jabal and then
settled in a valley of Hamdan known as “Mass”.** He purchased lands and started
agriculture over there and became a rich man. It is most probable that his descendants lived
there for a long time. It is interesting that a person who used extract perfumes started
agriculture in Hamdan which shows that the area possessed rich fertile and arable land. It
was a law under Muslim jurisprudence that a person who used a barren land and made it
cultivable, became the owner of that land. This provided a strong reason for Arab Muslims

to go, settle and to cultivate the region which possessed huge arable or barren lands so to
claim huge properties.

2.3 A Brief Description of the Major Tribes settled in {ran
Iranian regions received Arab tribal settlement in each of its regions. There were many

reasons, as discussed before, which inclined Arabs to settle in Iran. Now the question arises

that which and how many tribes were settled in Iran?

It is said that Bani Azd were settled in Fars, Kirman and Azerbaijan. Afier the
conquest of Fars, Uthman bin AbT al-As settled Azd, Tamim, Bani Nahiya and BanT Abd

Qais in different regions of Fars.” Most of the people of Bani Abd Qais were warriors.

*Baladhuri, Futoh-af Buldan, vol. 1, 446,
Bpaladhuri, Futdh-af Buldan, vol. 2, 556.
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They accepted Islam during the time period of the Prophet (PBUH) but later became

apostates.

Furthermore, Bani Azd were also settled in Kirmén and were very active in political
activities during the time period of Umayyads, for instance, a man became very famous
during Abbasid Revolution was Jadi’ bin Ali al-Kirmani who belonged to Kirman and Azd
tribe. Yet, it is not clear that Azd tribe was settled by Muslim caliphs in Kirman during

Umayyad rule or earlier.

Azd, mainly, belonged to Southern Arabia.?® The tribe related their lineage towards
Azd bin al Ghaus bin Nabat bin Malik bin Kahlan and divided in to four branches i.e. Azd
Shanu’ah, Azd Ghassan, Azd Surrdt and Azd Oman.?” They were fearless people and
involved in wars of Ibn-i-Zubair (RA). The Azd tribe probably, was considered among the

influential and respected tribes settled in Iran because of Muhlab bin AbT Safrah.

As far as Azd’s settlement in Azerbaijan is concerned, there is ambiguity about its
settlement. However, it can be a good guess that Azd, Tamim and Bani Abd Qais were
settled in Azerbaijan as a warrior tribe as during his governorship of Azerbaijan, Muhlab
bin Abi Safrah fought with an ammy, consisted of different tribes including Azd, against

Mus’ab bin Zubair.2

Similarly, it will be significant to look at the settlement pattern of another of the

important tribes, Rabiya. Rabiya, were divided in several branches. For instance, there were

% Michael Lecker, Peaple, Tribes and Society in Arabia Around the Time of Muhommad {Great
Britain: Ashgate Variorum, 2005}, 116.
% Umar Raza Kah3la, Mu’gjjam Qobail-al Arab: Al Qodima wa-al Hoditha, 5% ed. Vol. 1, (Beirut:
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Rabiya who belonged to Bani Zaid, to Banl Malik, Bani Khuzair, BanT Thaqgif, Bant
dhu’hal bin Shiban, Bani Numir, to Bant Killab who claimed their lineage from Abdul
Mut’alib bin Abd Munaf bin Qussai bin Killab and were “Adnani”. There was also further
division of Rabiya in Rabiya bin Jush’am (from Hamdan and were Qihtani), Rabiya bin
Hazim (From Tay and were Qihtani), Rabiya bin Hanzala (from Tamim and “Adnani”),
Rabiya bin Sa’ad (from Azd and “Qihtan?”’), Rabiya bin Amir (from Bani Amir bin Sa’sa’
and were “Adnani”’). Rabiya bin Nazar were also known as Rabiya al-Fars.?’ They were
famous for their bravery and participation in wars. Many great tribes merged themselves
in Rabiya al Fars who were “Adnani”.*® The branch of Rabiya, known as Rabiya bin Salma

had their lineage from Rabiya al-Fars as well.’!

Rabiya accepted Islam and took part in martial activities as it is a known fact that
Rabiya were excellent military men and known for their bravery. It is not clear that Rabiya,
already, were settled or settled by Muslims in Fars, But the probability exists that they were

already settled over there and later, after conquest, accepted Islam.

In fact, Rabiya were considered the most courageous people of Fars. They were
known as “Rabiya al-Fars”.*Fars was the center of Zoroastrians and there were a lot of
holy places and fire temples of Zoroastrians therefore, a possibility exists that they,

previously, were Christians or Zoroastrians. Moreover, a great number of Rabiya were

present in Hamdan,*

B¥E3rs is an Arabic word which means horse.
Oy ahala, Mu’gjiam Qabail -0l Arab, vol. 2, 424,
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32AnT7 Jafar Jarir Tabari, Tdrikh-i Tebari, trans. Syed Muhamemad Ibrahim and Syed Rasid Ahmed
Rashid, vol. 2, (Karachi: Nafis Academy, n.d.}, 325.

Tabarl, Tarikh-i Tabarl, vol. 5, 282,
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Bani Asad were settled in Istakhar. They were farmers and retained loads of goats.
Farming facilities and an attracting place for livestock might attract Arab Muslims to settle
in Istakhar. It is not clear that which branch of Bani Asad was settled in Istakhar as there
were Asad bin Harith who, basically, were from Azd (QihtanT) and had their ancestry as
Asad bin Harith bin Al Atik bin Asad....... bin Ghassan bin Azd.>* Moreover, there was
Asad bin Khuzaima, a great tribe (Adnani) and had their lineage as Asad bin Khuzaima bin
Mudrika bin Ilyas bin Mudar bin Nazar, Asad bin Khuzaima had a number of branches, for
instance, Bantu Kahil, Bani Ghanam bin Diidan and Bani Thalba bin Didan were the part
of Bani Asad bin Khuzaima. They came and settled in Iraq in 19 Hijri. Later, also moved

towards Tran and settled in Samira, Salama and other regions of Iran.*

Other branches of Bani Asad included Asad bin Rabiya, Asad bin Sharik Asad bin
Asad bin Murr, Asad bin Imran and Asad bin Musliah etc. who were all Qihtani. While

Asad bin Wabarrah were Adnani.*

Banii Amr bin Malik were settled in Khiizistan by the Muslim caliphs over there.”’
There are different lineages defined for Band Amr bin Malik, for instance, there is a view
that they were from Bani Najar, from Aws (Azd), from Shanu’ah (Azd) and from Wadi’ah.

But there is an agreement on the point that they were Qrhtdnts.*®

Moreover Banid Al ‘Amm were also settled in Khiizistan. Band al ‘Amm claimed

contradictions regarding its genealogy. During the time period of second caliph Umar

3K ahala, Mugjjom Qobdil-al Arab, Vol, 1, 21,

¥ibid., 22.

3%ibid., 24-25,

Mbn-i Khalddn, Tartkh-i tbn | Khaldin, val. 1,354,
38Kahala, Mu'ojjam Qabdit-al Arab, val. 2, 836,



47

(RA), they came to Basra with Bani Tamim, accepted Islam and helped Muslims in their
further conquests.*® As they helped Arabs in wars so they were accepted as their family
members by the Arabs. Consequently they were given the name “4! ‘Amm”.** Some others
had a view that “4! ‘Amm” was the title of Malik bin Hanzala which means that Bant
Hanzala were settled in Khizistan. The probability of the settlement of Bani Tamim
increased when another interpretation of BanT al ‘Amm originated that A7 ‘Amm was the
title of Murrah bin Malik who belonged to Bani Tamim and was a blind man.*! Moreover,
Abu Ubaidah said that they were from BanT Tamim. The people of Bani ‘Amm, perhaps

before accepting Islam, also helped the people of Fars in their wars.*?

BanT Tay were settled in Tustar and were one of the important and known tribes of
Arab, were courageous people and recognized for their bravery during battles. In fact, they
were warriors and their plunders and attacks on Bani Iyad bin Nazar and Bant Amir
witnessed the harsh nature of Bani Tay. They were also known as the tribe of Jazira.*> The
people of Bani Tay accepted Islam during the life of the Prophet (PBUH) and, later, were
the part of army of Muthna in his conquest of Iraq.* They, initially, lived in Yemen but
later migrated towards Samira and then captured and started living in Aja and Salma mostly

known as Jabal-i Tay.¥

¥Umar Raza Kahila, Mu’ajjam Qabail-al Arob: Al Qadima wa-al Haditho, 5% ed. Vol. 3, (Beirut:
Mausisa al Risalah, 1985), 821.

A“Al 'Amm” is an Arabic word which means Uncle, grand uncle or father in law.
“IHe was known as “Ummi” which means blind.

*Tabar, Tarikh-i Tabarf, vol. 2 (3), 90.

43¢ahala, Mu’ajjam Qabail-al Arab, vol. |l, 68B.

“bid., 691,

*Aja and Salma were two mountains,
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Like other tribes, BanT Tay had also further divisions, for instance, there were Tay
bin Udad which was a great tribe and were from Kihlan (Qihtani) and linked their lineage
with Tay They were admired by Abdullah bin al Khalifa Al Bawla as the owners of fields,
deserts and mountains, who were best in wars.*8 It seems that the people of Bani Tay were
good in farming of lands as Yemen also possessed agricultural economy and it is most
probable that they also adopted the profession of agriculture which not only provided a
good share to their lives but also to the economy of the region. Moreover, BanT Tay were

also settled in Kohistan.*?

Baladhurf said that the descendants of Jarir bin Abdullah, the tribe of Bajila, were
settled by Muslims in Hulwan.”® Bani Bajila was considered a courageous tribe and
claimed their lineage as Banii Anmar bin Arash bin Kihlan (Qihtan1).* It is said that the
war of Qadsiyah witnessed the greater number of participation of the women of Bajila.’

Moreover, according to Baladhuri, Jarir appointed Azra bin Qais in Hulwin as his heir.”!

A probability existed that his family or tribal companions settled in Hulwan,

There were two types of areas in Iran: the sullah and ‘ahd regions.’> The ones who
signed peace treaties without any resistance were known as sullah while the others who
resisted and paid khardj were ‘ ‘ahd lands. Ray was the ‘ahd land who resisted and paid
khardj. Muslims usually used the ‘ahd lands for cultivation while the suliah lands were

given to locals. It is said that the tribes who settled in Ray included Bant Thaqif and

“Tabar’, Tdrikh-i Tabari, vol. 3 (2}, 283.
¥Tabari, Tdrikh-i Taberf, vol. 4, 250,
“Raladhun, Futdh-g! Bulddn. Vol. 1, 431,
*3Kahala, Mu’ajjom Qabdil-af Arab, vol. 1, 63.
®bid., &5.

*1Baladhun, Futdh-al Buidadn, vol. 1, 430,

%2 The Encylcopedia af islam, s.v. "Iran”
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Bajila.> It is most probable that they involved in the agricultural activity of Ray by owing
their own lands. They may appointed locals as vassals who used to cultivate land for them

because Arabs were unaware of agricultural techniques.

According to Baladhuri, the tribe of Hamdan was settled in Al-Miyanj and
Khalbasa, in Azerbaijan. Banii Hamdan was one of the most irnportant tribes of Al-Yemen
and consisted of a lot of branches. For instance, there were Hamdanis who had their lineage

from Al-Sarhan and from Zil-al-Asbah as well.>*

The Hamdanis who, most probably, settled in Azerbaijan were from BanT Adi and
had the lineage, i.e. Adl bin Usama bin Ghanim bin Taghlab bin Wa’il. They were from
“Adnan” and, in times, also ruled the areas like Mosul and Jazira. The areas of these
respective tribes not only received the ownership of lands but also the development and
construction on particular pattemns of Kifa and Basra. For instance, Abduilah bin Jafar
Hamdan1 developed a colony for his family in Al-Miyanj. The division of colonies was
also on the attitude of the people of Irag who divided their colonies according to their tribes

and occupations. Moreover, Abu al Ba'Ts also constructed palaces in Marand.

Bani Taghlab were also settled in Faraz and always created problems for
government but suppressed by Muslim caliphs. BanT Taghlab bin Wa’il was a great tribe
and known as Taghlab bin Wai’l bin Qasit....bin Asad bin Rabiya bin Nazar bin Ma’ad bin

Adnan. There were several branches of Banii Taghlab bin Wa’il for instance Banti Hamdan

53Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 5, 288.
**ahala, Mu’gjjom Qabéil-al Arab, vol. 1, 297.
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lineages, for instance, Kinda bin Ufir.>® Moreover, Mu’awiyah bin Kinda, Al Sukiin and
Al Siksik were also the branches of Kinda. The people of Bani Kinda accepted Islam during
the time period of the Prophet (PBUH). Bani Kinda were also present in the conquest of
Irdq and it is said that the people of Bant Kinda and Iyad moved with Khalid bin Walid
(RA) from Iraq to Syria for conquest. During the Umayyad Caliphate, they came back to
Kifa and constructed and settled their houses and colonies. They also revolted with
Mukhtar Thagfi against Ubaid ullah bin Ziyad. Later, Abdul Rahman bin al Ath'ath also

received their assistance in different times.>*

Bani Amir bin Luwa’i were settled in Hamdan.5® Bany Amir bin Luwa’i were from
Quraysh (Adnani) and a large tribe who claimed its genealogy as Banii Amir bin Luwa’i
bin Ghalib bin Fahar bin Malik.... Moreover, Bani Majal were also present in

Hamdan.*'Bani Mjal, a tribe of Arabia, was the part or branch of Bani Malik.5

Tayyam-ul-Lat were settled in Jibal.*? It is not clear that which branch of Tayyam-
al-Lat was settled in Jibdl as there were a lot of branches of the tribe. For instance, Tayyam-
al-Lat bin Asad who had their lineage from Tanukh and Quda’a, Tayyam-al-Lat bin Thalba
who were from Khazraj and were given the name “Tayyam-al-Lat” by the Prophet (PBUH)

and Tayyam-al-Lat bin Rufaida who belonged to Bani Kalb.%

8kahala, Mu'ajjam Qabail-al Arab, Vol. 3, 998.

9bid., 999.

®Bajaghuri, FutZh-af Buldén, vol.1, 441,
$1Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 5, 282.

82Kahala, Mu’ajjom Qobadil-al Arab, vol. 3, 1041,

3Abdul Rehman Ibn-i Khaldin, Tarikh-i thn-i Khatddn: Khildfat i Mu'awiych wé 6i-i Marwdn, trans.
Ahmed Hussain Ala Abadi, vol. 2, {Karachi: Nafis Acadermy, n.d.), 431.

®Kahala, Mu'ojjom Qabéil-al Arab, vol. 1, 139.
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Arabs not only settled by government in the form of tribes but there were also some
individuals who came and settled in different regions. Later, their families joined them and
gradually the whole area came under the control of that respective family. For instance, a
man known as Idris, used to made perfumes, came to Jibal and then settled in a valley of
Hamdan known as “Mass”.> He purchased lands and started agriculture over there and
became a rich man. It is most probable that his descendants lived there for a long time. It
is interesting that a person who used extract perfumes started agriculture in Hamdan which
shows that the area possessed rich fertile and arable land. It was a law under Muslim
jurisprudence that a person who used a barren land and made it cultivable, become the
owner of that land. This provided a strong reason for Arab Muslims to go, settle and to
cultivate the region which possessed huge arable or barren lands so to claim huge

properties.

Nariz was a valley of Azerbaijan in which Mur bin Amr Mosuli settled his family.5
Muhammad bin Sannan al Ajif founded a palace in Dastaba and settled his family over
there.®” His tribal members also populated Dastaba and constructed their houses over there

as well. The land of Warsan was grown by Marwan bin Muhammad bin Marwan bin

Hakam.5¢

The Arab tribes settled in Iran were mostly warrior tribes. For instance, Bant Rablya

who had their relationships with the people of Iran before Islam and were known for their

“Baladhuri, Futih-al Bulddn, vol. 1, 446,
SBaladhuri, Futdh-al Bulddn, vol. 2, 486,
€?Baladhuri, Futoh-gl Buldan, vol. 1, 459,
%8Baladhuri, Futah-af Bulddn, vol. 2, 484,
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bravery, settled in Iran. Moreover, BanT Abd Qais and Bakr bin Wa’il who were a guarantee

for victory were also settled in the important regions of Irdn like Fars and Jazira.

The settlement of such tribes, perhaps, provided assurance for a firm rule to
Muslims. Besides, to curb the revolts inside Irin and the outward conquests of Muslims

towards Khorasan and north also became easy as these tribes became a permanent source

of armed assistance.

The Iranian provinces were populated by Arab tribes who started their social and
economic life in different regions of Irdn. As Arab tribes had status or categories according
to their social and religious prestige and economic condition so they were divided naturally

for centuries.

Moreover, the division in several groups and sub groups and affiliations with other
tribes divided Arab tribal society in factions. These affiliated groups signed contracts
within defined groups and helped each other in different stuffs like revolts, conguests or in
the appointments of governors etc. For instance, Quraysh, Kinana, Azd, Bajila, Khus’am,
Qais, Ghilan, and Muzniya tribes were known as “Ahi-al-Aliyah”.*° Ahl-al-Aliyah and Kiifa

were known as “Rab’a Ahl-al-Medina”.

Moreover, there were Lihazim, consisted on eight Bedouin tribes included Bani
Qais and their supporter Ghaza, Qaum-i Lat and their supporter Amal, Al-i Dhuhal bin
Shiban and their supporter BanT Yashkar and Dhuhal bin Thalba and their supporter Bant

Hanifa.”?

5\bn-i Khalddn, Tarikh-i thn-i Khaldan, vol. 2, 255

rabari, Tarikh-i Tobori, vol., 4, 460.
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Another division was “Hamir”, included Rabiya, Mud’haj, Hamdan and others.”!
They supported caliph Ali (RA) during the battle of camel “Rihab” was the name of five

tribes included Tamim, Adi, Akal, Thaur and Zabba.”

These tribal bonding always witnessed the biased behavior of the settled tribes in
Irdin whether it is for the appointment of a governor or siding someone during revolts. For
instance, the people populated with a particular tribe in a province of Iran, always preferred
the govemor of their own tribe or of their allied ones. For example, BanT Azd and Tamim
had friendly relations with each other in Kirman, Now, two people were appointed as
govenor of Kirman; Abdul Rehman by Yazid bin Abdul Malik and Mudrak bin Muhlab
by Yazid bin Muhlab (Governor of Basra). The appointment of Mudrak was not tolerated
by BanT Tamim but on the emphasis of Bani Azd, they accepted Mudrak and rejected the
appointment of Abdul Rehmin as the govemor of Kirman.” This kind of manner always

effected the social and political atmosphere of Iran.

The feeling of superiority among Arab tribes also increased but in a different
manner. There were tribes, after Islim, who considered themselves superior because of
their association with Prophet (PBUH), but the tendency changed to some extent as the
tribes got a superior status on the basis of conquests or wars. There were tribes who
considered themselves superior for instance, Mudar and Tamim considered themselves

loftier and dominated the govemors and people of Khorasén.

"“Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 3 (2), 287.
?Baladhuri, Futdh-of Buldan. Vol. 1, 474,

“*Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabori, vol. 4, 64,
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Similarly, Bakr Bin Wa’i{, Abd Qais, Rabiya, Azd, Kinda, Tamim and Quda’a also
considered themselves loftier ones. These tribes, although, were not present in the company
of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), but because of active participation in wars during the time
period of Pious caliphs created a sense of superiority among these tribes.”*The feeling of

superiority might create problems to others.

As far as Iranians are concerned, it is also significant that mostly Iranians accepted
Islam but the Arab tribes who already settled in Iran were mostly Christians and took a
long time to convert. However, the military assistance was always provided by already
settled Arab cum Iranian non-Muslim tribes. Furthermore, as Iranian got the status of

dhimmis and most of Iranians were declared slaves during Umayyad time period.

The tribes of Taghlab, Namir, Ayad and Shaharja, initially fought with Irdnians
against Muslims but after the conquest of Iran these tribes assisted Muslims, as slaves, in
their conquests towards north and east. They also fought along with Muslims in their
conquest of Takrit. There were also tribes who later accepted Islam, given equal rights to
Muslims and assisted them in their wars. For instance, Taghlab tribe of Hulwan, Jalula and
Takrit accepted Islam.” Ibn-i-Kathir is of the view that the tribe of Nimar also accepted
Islam and were also given rights equal to Muslims. Tbn-i-Khaldin also stated that the tribes

of Taghlab, Namir and Masharja accepted Islam after the conquest of Iran.”

"Ibn-i Khatddn, Tarikh-i iba-i Khaldin, vol. 1, 428,

BTabari, Tarikh-i Tobari, vol. 2 (3), 54.
|bn-i Khaldin, Tarfkh-i ibn-i Khaldin, vol. 1, 243.
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2.4 Tribes Settled in Irdin and their Revolts against Arabs: Kharjities

It is significant that a lot of Arab tribes who settled in Irdn, later, joined Kharjities and
revolted against their own masters, Arabs. It is important to know that who were Kharjities?
Kharjities had alternated opinions regarding Islam from rest of the Muslims. They were
separated from Caliph Ali (RA) during the battle of Siffin by saying that Quran is the
arbitrator and Caliph Ali (RA) had to accept the arbitration of Quran otherwise he would
be killed like Caliph Uthmén (RA). They also had a war with Caliph Ali (RA) in 38 Hijri
which is known as the battle of Naharwan. They had repudiated Caliph Ali (RA).” There
were almost 12,000 people who separated themselves from the caliph and gathered in
Harora under the leadership of Shabib bin Rabi Tamimi and killed the governor of
Ctesiphon {(Abdullah bin Habab).” Later they also appointed Abdul Rehman bin Muljam

to kill the Caliph Ali (RA).”

The Kharjities, during Amir Mu’awiyah’s time period, used to mourn for the
Kharjities of Naharwan under the leadership of Hayyan bin Zibyan and the people of Ray
also joined them. They promised to each other for another revolt and a gradual increase

started in their activities during Umayyad rule.

Kharjities were divided in different groups, for instance, Sarfarosh who were also
known as Shurrat, mostly consisted on the people of “Azd”. The other group was Aziriga

who further divided in to Najdar, Himriya and Jabiya, mostly lived in Diyar-i-Rabiya

7Masudi, Tarikh-i Masidi, vol. 2, 292.
lbid., 331.
®bid., 347.
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which shows involvement of Rabiya tribe.®® At a time, Hujjaj said that most of the

Kharjities were from Rabiya rather than Qais.?’ Some other Kharjities were settled in

Mosul as well.

Now the question arises who were the people to accept kharjism. There were
different Arab and other groups and tribes who settled in Iran before it was conquered by
Muslims. Even after its conquest, a lot of people were settled in Iran. Like tribal structure
of Arabs, Iranians also affiliated themselves with different Arab tribes so it is easy to

identify the people/tribes who were involved with Kharjities.

The Rabiya were very active with Kharjities and during Marwan’s time period, and
Bastam Baihi revolted with 100 people of Rabiya.®? The Kharjities of Rabiya became very
active during the time of caliph Umar bin Abdul Aziz. The other active tribe was Bakar bin
Wa’il. They even provided leaders for Kharjities as Najda bin Amir is the example of it.

Najda, initially, belonged to 4zariga but later separated from them.®*

Moreover, a very important and active leader of kharjities was Qatri bin Fujah
Tamimi, belonged to the tribe of Tamim.* Another important figure of kharjities was Saleh
bin Mussarah Tamimi who lived in Mosui and Jazira and supported Sifriya and from the
tribe of Tamim. During the initial years of Amir Muawiyah (RA), the tribes of Ashja’ and

Tay also gathered in Nakhila which shows the involvement of these tribes as well.

8Abil Hassan bin Hussain bin AR al-Masadi, Tdrikh-/ Masiodi, trans. Akhter Fatehpdn, vol. 3,
(Karachi: Nafis Academy, 1985}, 131-132,

8hn-i Khaldn, Tarikh-i tbn-i KhaldOn, vol. 2, 422.
821hid., 431.

%\bid., 393,
¥ Mashdi, Tarikh i Masidi, vol. 3, 174.
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The other important leaders of kharjities were Qarib and Zihaf who belonged to
Ban7 Ayad and Tay respectively. On the other hand, as it has been stated earlier that
according to Hujjaj most of the kharjities were from Rabiya, while, he denied the
involvement of Bani Qais in their activities but there are evidences which proves the
involvement of Bani Abd Qais in the activitics of Kharjities.®* The tribes of Shayban of
Bani Tayyam, Bani Mehlam and Bani Dhuhal Bin Shayban also provided leaders to
Kharjities.

The nutshell of whole discussion is that, the tribes were not only settled in Iran but
they also assimilated Iranians in themselves. Those Iranians, who were merged in Arab
tribes and embraced Arab names, also helped Arabs in their wars as well. But, on the other
hand, Arab Muslims continued their superiority over Iranians. However, there were also

Arab groups who joined Kharjities and revolted against their fellows.

Tribal Settlement of Arabs in Different Regions of Irin: A Table of Details of Tribes

and the Areas Where They Settled

Tribes Areas

Bani Azd Fars, Kirman, Azerbaijan

Bani Abd Qais Fars, Azerbaijin

®\bn-i Khaldin, Tarikh-i tbn-i Khaldin, vol. 2, 389.
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Bani Tamim Fars, Azerbaijan
Bani Nahiya Fars

Bani Rabiya Fars, Hamdan
Bani Asad Istakhar (Fars)
BanT Amr bin Malik Khiizistan

Bani al ‘Amm Khiizistin

Bani Hanzala Khiizistan

Bani Tay Tustar(Khiizistan)
Bant Jjil Qazvin

Bani Bajila Hulwan, Ray
Bani Awad Azerbaijan

Bani Kinda Azerbaijan

Bani Amir bin Luwa’i Hamdan

Bani Majal Hamdan

Tayyam ul Lat Hamdan

Bani Taghlab Azerbaijan, Ray (Faraz)
Bannu Hamdéan Azerbaijin

Bani Thaqif Ray
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areas, and asked him whether the Muslims should attack Fars, Azerbaijan or Isfahin first,
Hurmazan replied that Isfahan is the head whereas Fars and Azerbaijin are the hands, cut

the head and you will be able to control the hands easily.”®

Besides, Hurmazan and Abu al Farkhan Zainabi also helped Muslims against STyah
dakhsh bin Mehran bin Behrdm bin Chaubin, (king of Ray), and was rewarded by Muslims

the kingship of Ray which continued in his sons, later.?!

In fact, dihgans secured their power at the time of Muslim conquest and continued
it with securing abandoned lands by accepting Islam. They also secured lands in the
garrisons, however, most of which were bought by Muslims.?? Ibn-i-Ziyad also appointed
dihgdns in different areas because he thought that it was easier to collect taxes and the local
Iranians did not create any problems while paying taxes. AbG Miisg Ash’arT (RA) also
selected sixty sons of rich Iranian landlords and restricted them for certain services for

instance, to convey the news of victory to the center.??

Moreover, after the conquest of Tustar, all the royal officers accepted Islam, no
matter for which reasons, however secured their political or economic benefits.** Likewise,
dihigans knew the nature and language of their respective areas as well as the maneuvers to
control and collect the taxes which had given them a lot of importance in front of
Muslims.?® Tt can be seen in an example where caliph Umar (RA) fixed pensions for

difigans and other officials as according to Baladhuri, caliph Umar {RA) also fixed stipends

P)bid., 173.
Mbid., 182-183.

BTabarl, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 2 {3), 229,

#Khiirshid Ahmed Fariq, Hadhrat Umar (RA) Kay Sorkarf Khutit {Lahore: Wifag Press, 1978),
218.

BTabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 4, 366-367.
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for the aristocratic Iranians, For instance, stipends were fixed for the dihgans of Nahr al-
Malik, Al-Falalij (Busbahbari), Al-Rafil and for Hurmazan and Jufaina al-Ibadt.®
However, an inverse attitude of Caliph Umar (RA), of restricting Iranians to a limitation,
was found when he was offered the experienced and polished men of Anbar for office work

and refused by saying that he did not want to involve any non-Muslim in state secrets.”’

A third category was of the nobility who had signed peace treaties with Muslims
and later, either converted in to Islam and associated themselves with some Muslim tribe
or assisted them in further conquests. For instance, after the conquest of Istakhar, an Iranian
leader Siyah called other Iranian leaders and people to accept Islam as he was afraid of
Muslims. Consequently, he and his other fellows accepted Islam on equal status with Arabs
and on the condition to help Muslims with their army.?® Later, they also received higher
stipends from center. The reason was to increase their loyalty and enthusiasm for wars. The
persons who received stipends were Siyah, Khusru, Shehryar, Shehroyah, Shairviyah and

Afrozin,
Dinar, an Iranian king, also signed a treaty with Muslims.? His treaty received the

same instructions as of others.*® Fazusfin (king of Isfahn) also signed a peace treaty with

Muslims.! Furthermore, the king of Bab (Shehar Baraz) refused to accept any lineage from

%Raladhuri, Futdh-af Buldan, vol. 2, 649,

T Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabarf, vol. 2 (3}, 252-253.

Blpid., 109-110.

BDindr was the lowest grade of Iranian kings.

¥Tabarl, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 2 (3), 161.

3The title of king of Isfahan was Zul H4jibin, of Sajistan was Shah and of Khorasan was Khaqan.
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[ranians, rather accepted Islam and associated himself to Muslims. Moreover. he, although,

refused to pay jizya but helped Muslims with his army in conquests.??
3.2 Arab-Iranian Relationship

To develop good relation with their masters, it is wise for the conquered people or subjects
to be obedient to their masters. It could be a wise step of Iranians that they should accept
and obey their new masters. After conquest, Muslims developed their firm hold in Iran and
involved Iranians in their administration and daily life. Moreover, an exchange of
settlernent and culture of Iranians in the regions of Arabia and of Muslims in Iranians

aliowed both to frame each other’s’ relationship.
3.2.1 Motives of Arabs behind the Conquest of Iran

As far as Arab conquest of Iran is concerned, it had faced different attitudes of Iranians.
There were people who were conquered forcefully but on the other hand, there were
[ranians who welcomed Muslims to capture their region, for instance, the ruler of Qum
welcomed Muslims, gave them a village to settle and seeds to start agriculture over there.
The reason was that they were victims of Daylamites and wanted a firm protection which
they hoped to acquire in the appearance of Muslims. But, tensions increased between the
people of Qum and Muslims in long term when Muslim migrations increased to an extent.
Furthermore, the tussle between two Persian families Mehrans and Zinabis allowed Zinabis
to welcome Muslims and Zinabis helped Muslims in their attack of Ray. Consequently,
after conquering the area, Zinabl was declared governor and his family took the control of

city.

3Tabari, Tarikh-f Tabari, vol. 2 {3), 190-151.
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As far as the motives of Muslims behind the conquest of Iran is concerned, there
seems diversity. According to Richard N. Frye, Muslims had no ideological motives behind
their conquest of Iran.*3The economic motives were prime priority of Muslims. Muslims

were more interested in economic advantages rather than conversions.™

On the other hand, some people thought that Muslims only had ideology on which
basis they attacked Iran. No economic theory was involved behind the conquest of Tran.
Marius Canard is of the view that ideological motives were the prime purpose of Muslim
conquest of Iran, however, religious eagerness is being exaggerated without concerning the

economic needs and motives of the conquest of Iran. %

The ideology during the time of Caliph Umar (RA) was Islam as well as economic.
People conquered Irdn as it was the promise of Allah. They ruled them but the fear of Allah
was supreme from everything. Besides, Caliph Umar (RA) also caught the attention of the

people of Arabia by telling them about the rich resources and economy of Iran.

After the conquest of Iran, complains against Abu Musa (RA) were received which
show the increased love for wealth and during the time period of caliph Uthman (RA), such
type of boldness became very much common. People became greedy for Irdn as it was a

rich state but it is also evident that there were people who had no concerns with such sort

BFrye, fran, 45,
3Homa Katouzian, The Persians: Ancient, Mediaeval ond Modern iran (London: Yale University

Press, 2010}, 66.

¥Bertold Spuler, Iran in Early Islamic Period: Politics, Culture, Administration and Public Life
Between the Arab ond the Seljuk Conquests, 633- 1055, ed., Robert G. Hoagland, (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2014),
4,

*Marius Canard, “The Arab Expansion: The Military Problem”, in ed. Fred M Donner, The
Formation of the Clossical Isfamic World: The Expansion of Eorly fslamic State, vol. 5, {Great Britain: Ashgate
Publishing Limited, 2008), 67.
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The western writers like Ira M. Lapidus insisted on the reason that the Caliph was
worried for the increased economic burden of Iranians as the conversion means a decrease
in taxes. However, later, contrary to anticipations, Iran had seen the highest ratio of
conversions in Islam. Zoroastrianism was strong in Westem Iran rather than eastern part
where a syncretism of Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Manichaeism and Christianity
prevailed,*?Although, a lot of people converted to Islam, Zoroastrianism (religion) ruled
Tran for a long time period.** (may be that is the reason that Al-Mugaddasi found very few
mosques, rather a lot of fire temples which were converted in to mosques during Abbasid

time period).

Later, Zoroastrians also migrated from their homes because of securing their faith
but many Zoroastrians also accepted Islam in order to save their interests.** 4sawira also
converted in to Isldm, however, these conversions were very less in numbers till Umayyad
time period after which an increase in their conversion level was observed.** There were a
lot of “nominal conversions”, as many converted Iranians continued a syncretism of Islam,

Christianity and Zoroastrianism.*®

Every class of native Iranians including men and women or soldiers, converted to

[s1am, no matter with its complete obligations or unwillingly. As far as Iranian women are

“Frye, The Golden Age of Persia, 126.
3Richard N. Frye, ed., Sassonion Remains fram Qasr i Abu Nasr (Massachusetts: Harvard University

Press, 1573), 23-24.

*spuler, iran in Early Islamic Period, 23.
“Chase F. Robinson, “The Conquest of Khuzistan: A Historiographical Reassessment”, in ed. Fred

M. Donner, The Formotion of the Classical Islamic World: The Expansion of Early islamic State, vol. 5, {Great
Britain: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 2008), 300.

*Bulliet, Conversion To Islam and the Emergence of o Muslim Saciety in fran, 30-51.
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concerned, a lot of honorable women were either killed or caught as slaves or concubines.
The concubines either lost their inherited properties or after conversion in Islam, continued

their lives by holding their properties.*’

Conversion of Iranian women was interesting at its place. They converted with their
farnily males for instance, father, brother or husband.* Women of Takrit, Qazvin and
Isfahan possessed a number of converted women. Moreover, intermarriages with Muslim
males also tends Iranian women towards conversions. These intermarriages also brought a
syncretism and continuity of old Iranian culture with newly introduce Islamic philosophy
and culture. For instance, the marniage of Imam Hussain (RA) with the daughter of [ast
Sassanian Emperor Shah Banu and, later, of Walid I with Shahfarand, another noble
women, had resulted in mixing of Iranian blood with prophetic and royal blood of Arabs.
Consequently, Iranian culture started spreading in Islamic society and new manners in
different aspects of life were introduced, for example, proper bowls were introduced,

firstly, by Iranian women.*’

As far as the ratio of conversion is concerned, the tendency of conversion rise more
frequently in Irdn rather than any other conquered area of Arabs.’® It is said that the
Muslims received the highest and rapid ratio of conversions from Iran. The ratio of

accepting Islam was, although, slow from the time period of Caliph Umar (RA) to

47 Jlamsheed Choksy, “Women during the Transition from Sassanian to Early Islamic Times”, in ed.
Guity Nashat and Lois Beck, Women in Iran fram the Rise of Islorm to 1800 (Chicago: University of lllingis
Press, 2003}, 54.

*!1bid., 56-57.

“ibid., 60.

*Richard W. Bulliet, Conversion ta Islam in Medieval Period: An Essoy in Quantitative History
{London: Harvard University Press, 1979), 18.
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Urnayyads, however received a frequent change afterwards. For instance, Ash’ath was
appointed as the governor of Azerbaijin by caliph Ali (RA). He saw the increasing ratio of
converted Muslims and, to encourage people, settled a group of “4Af af Atad” and “Ahi

diwan” in Ardbail (Azerbaijan). They also constructed mosques over there.’!

Moreover, the ratio of conversions varies from region to region and time to time.
For instance, the areas conquered first had possessed high ratio of conversions as compare
to the region conquered after them. There was a high ratio of people who converted because
of two reasons: either they were thé captives of wars or the poor farmers who could not
pay taxes. So in order to avoid the imposed taxes, a lot of people accepied Islam. But there
was also the people who did not want to convert in Islam and treated by Muslims as slaves

so many Zoroastrians accepted Christianity and became clerics.

However, Iran received 8 to 10 percent conversions till 750 AD.> The converted
people also adopted the Arab culture, strikingly Islam, but there were people who also
adopted the Iranian culture and there developed a mixture of Arab Iranian culture which

could be seen in their lives and constructions.

3.2.3 Arab-Tribal Association of Iranians

The already settled Arab tribes in Iran socialized themselves with [ranians. But after
Muslim conquest, they had to adopt Arab Muslim culture as it was necessary for their

survival. Consequently, they decided to go with their master’s culture. It is a known fact

S1galadhuri, Futdh-af Buldan, vol. 2, 484,
S2Bulliet, Conversion to islom in Medieval Period, 41-42.
*bid., 44.
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that Arab tribal structure was very strong and a person without having support of a tribe

was considered unsafe,

After the conquest of Iran, there were tribes and people who accepted Islam and
associated them with some Arab tribe. For instance, Bani Taghlab accepted [slam after the
conquest of Takrit and migrated to Basra. Moreover after the conquest of Sis, STyah Al
Aswart, who was in the army of Yazdjard, accepted Islam with his subordinates and
associated themselves with Bani Tamim because of close relations of Tamim with Prophet
Muhammad (SAWW).54Siyah and his companions were given the option to associate

themselves to some Arab tribe or to live separately.

Moreover, after the war of Qadsiya, a lot of non-Muslims developed good
relationship with Bant Tamim.* It seems that BanT Tamim was preferred tribe for Iranians,
and it is interesting to know that people from Tamim rejected to accept a human as
arbitrator after the battle of Siffin. The initial Kharjities, Ahnaf bin Qais al Sa’adi, Mu’agil
bin Qais al Riyahi and Mus’ar bin Fudgl, belonged to BanT Tamim as well.*® These
Kharjities were, most probably, those Iranians who accepted Isldam and associated
themselves to Bani Tamim. Moreover, the acceptance of new ideas was a deep-rooted
practice of Iranians and the ideas of Kharjities, might, were appealing to them which

inclined them to upswing against rest of the Muslims,

Another tendency of Iranians who accepted Isldm was that they also adopted Arabic

names. The association and the conversion of Iranian names in Arabic has given an

HBaladhuri, Futidh-al Buldén, vol. 2, 536-537.
$5Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 2, 358.
*Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 3 {2}, 315.
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advantage to [ranians to make a fusion of Iranian cum Arabs. Later, during Abbasid time,

such conversions and affiliations provided a big advantage to Iranians.

The adoption of Arabic names was very much common among upper class of Iran.
It happened might because upper class Iranians did not want to lose their stature. On the
other hand, Iranian association was also catching for Arabs and they happily accepted
Iranians as new members of their tribe. People used to give their children Arabic names
and after associated themselves to some tribe, adopted their genealogy. However, the

Pexsian names were also liked by the Arabs.

Conversion in [slam, the change of Persian names with Arabic and fabricating fake
genealogies has make it difficult to identify the ratio of conversions, yet, it is possible, to
an extent, by tracing back the genealogy of a person. Or, in other words, the hypothesized
genealogy of a person can made it clear to understand the ratio of conversions. For instance,

All was the son of Ubaid Uliah who was the son of Rustam made it clear that Ubaid Ullah’s

father was a convert.

Moreover, the hypothetical time spans for the life and death can also be helpful in
tracing the ratio of conversions. For instance, a death year of a person can be traced with
the average life span (which was seventy) and the average time in which a son faced his
father (which was 34) can be helpful to trace back the converted ones. If the death date of
Ali was between 400 to 465 Hijri than the average life span (which is 70) should be
excluded and it is clear that he was born between 330 to 395 Hijri. Now, by excluding 34
years from his life, it can be identified that his father was born between 296 and 361 and

50 on.
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But the problem was that if, Rustam, the father of Ubaid Ullah adopted some Arabic
namme than it became difficult to trace the time of conversion. Despite the adeption of
Arabic names there existed a discrimination as those Iranians were not given an equal status

to Arabs. They were considered inferior and treated as slaves.

Moreover, the genealogy was traced several times when an Iranian claimed to have
an Arab native. For instance, there was a story of Abdul Aziz bin Bashar, who belonged to
Istakhar, associated himself with Asad tribe and claimed its genealogy, was humiliated by
Mus’ab bin Zubair. Similary, Zivad bin Amr, who belonged to Kirman and claimed Arab
genealogy was insulted by Mus’ab bin Zubair because of his conversion and association.
The reason behind this defined hatred was that these converted and associated Iranians
were considered inferior.’” Even such type of incidents shows there were people from the

ruling class who created such discrimination among Arab Muslims and converted ones.

This inclination of considering mawalis as low-graders was followed by Umayyad
caliph in later times. Moreover, the association with some tribe was not accepted all the
time. The tribes, at times, also rejected the forged Arab genealogies of Iranians by tracing
their original ones. For instance, a man from Qazvin, claimed to be from Bant Ajal, but

was rejected by Arabs as they traced his ancestors.*®

There was third category of converted people who, may be, had a thought that to
associate themselves with some Arab tribe was essential for their survival and prestige.
This thought process was obvious in upper class who wanted their previous prestige and

right in Muslim Iran as well. For instance, the king of Hallab, who initially belonged to

$'Tabarl, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 5, 110.
*8galadhuri, Futih-of Buldan, vol, 1, 453.
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Firs, said to Muslims at the time of its conquest that despite of a lot of existed nations of
Irin, he preferred to associate himself with an Arab tribe. It looks that he, in effect,

associated himself with some Arab tribe and adopted the genealogy of the respective tribe.

3.2.4 Rebellions of Iranians

As far as the rebel nature of Iranians is concerned, Iranians rarely revolted during the time
period of the Caliph Umar (RA) as they were quiet satisfied with his administration. A very
less number of revolts found in his last years as the marzaban Shehrak revolted in Fars that

was crushed during the time of Caliph Uthman (RA).>

On the other hand, there were Iranians who had deep feelings of being offended by
Muslims and a hatred always surrounded their hearts which insisted them to raise revolts
against Arab Muslims. Likewise, Abu Lulu Firoz was not happy as Iranians were thrown
to a position of slaves. The assassination of Caliph Umar (RA} was a case of his developing

hatred.

As far as the attitude of revolts is concemed, there are certain reasons behind
revolts. For instance, although, revolts during his time period were very less in number,
but the Caliph Umar (RA) was anxious to know the reasons for revolts. He was of the view
that probably the bad behavior of Muslims led Iranians to rise revolts. But he was not
satisfied as his governors were kind and he himself had an eagle eye on their activities. In
a meeting of shura, Ahnaf bin Qais replied to that question of revolts varied inversely that

as far as their king is alive, revolts could not be removed.% Yet, the Caliph did not find

%3|bn-1 Khaldidn, Tarikh-i tbn-i Khaldan, vol. 1, 378,
$Tabarl, Tarikh-i Tabarf, vol, 2 (3}, 107.
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opportunity to kill Yazdjard, that’s why in his last year of the caliphate, Shehrak

(marzapdn) revolted after pushing from Yazdjard.

Slavery could be another reason for the revolts of Iranians. It is a well-known fact
that Iranians had a great past and they could not accept slavery easily. A vibrant example
is of Abu Lulu Firoz, who used to cry in the streets of Medina and often said that Umar

(R.A) had masticated his liver.5!

After Caliph Umar (RA), the next caliph started exchanging and replacing the
existed governors with the new ones. They started complaining about their new governors.
The frequent change of governors annoyed and made Iranian people brave on revolts. The

people of Isfahan, Ray, Hamdan, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Sajistan, all revolted.

Besides the shift in attitudes of the people of Iran, during the time of Caliph Uthman
(RA), Muslims also became harsh towards them. The people of Fars revolted and gathered
in Istakhar which was the central city of Fars and was considered the most important and
holy city as an important and ancient fire temple was over there and was under the direct
command of Kisrd. It was the central city of Sassanids.’? Probably, Iranians got an
opportunity after the death of Caliph Umar (RA), and tried to get their rule back. It is said
that the revolt of Fars was crushed in such a brutal way that they were thrown in to
abasement and were never be able to rise again.®® Sharik bin A’dir HarthT also built a

mosque in Istakhar.$

®ITabarl mentioned him as “Abd Lava Lavah”. He was the slave of Mughira bin Sha'ba and as far
as the mastication of liver is concemed, he was not happy because of fall of Iran and the death of
hundreds and thousands of Iranians. It is a fact that about 80,000 Iranians burned to death in Nihdvand.

$¥Tabari, Tdrikh-i Tabari, vol. 2 {3), 218.

Slbn-i Khaldan, Tarikh-i Ibn-i Khaldin, vol. 1, 414,

#Tabari, Tdrikh-i Tabari, vol. 2 (3), 392.



77

Similarly, a revolt also raised in Tabristan but all the revolts were crushed. During
the time period of Caliph Ali (RA), ciccumstances has been changed to a great extent. A
new group, known as Kharjities, appeared and started creating problems for the caliph.
Consequently, the intemal strife provided Iranians an opportunity and they started revolting
with the assistance of Kharjities. For instance, the people of Ahwaz started conspiracies
against Caliph Ali (RA), farmers of Banii Nijia and a lot of thieves joined Kharjities and

revolted.5

The people of Fars also expelled Sahal bin Hantf from Fars and revolted. However,
the revolts were crushed and the people of Fars started paying jizya and other taxes like
zakat. Mu’aqil, who crushed these revolts, found three types of people at the shores of Fars;
Muslims, Christians and the converted Muslims who again accepted Islam after seeing the
division among Muslims. Islam was again offered to the third ones and they accepted.®®

However, the people of book were again declared dhimmis.
3.2.5 The Revolts of Iranians: Kharjities

The role of Iranians as the subjects of Muslims is not enough without considering
Kharjities. Persians were always fascinated with new ideas and easily accept the leadership
of the person who emerged in the time of lawlessness.®’ Kharjism is one of the earlier

Islamic examples of this, however, it is said that Irdn was deliberately involved in Kharjite

®Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol, 3 (2), 407-409.
lbid., 409-415.
¥’Katouzian, The Persians, 5.
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movement.®® The nature of Iranians of accepting new ideas created problems not only for

them but for Umayyad rulers as well.

There were a lot of tribes and groups settled in Iran. Most of them have joined
Kharjities. It is right to say that Iran became a Kharjities populated region. One of the
groups who settled in Irin were Kurds who also involved with Kharjities mostly with
Sarfarosh and settled in Azerbaijan.®® Some other Kharjities settled in Arran, Bailgan, and
Armenta under the leadership of Ibn Abi al-Saj. The cities of Sajistan, Jibal-i Harrat, cities
of Kirman, the cities of Fars, Jazira and Jibal etc. were also populated with these Kharjities,
Some Sifriya and Himriya Kharjities were settled in Istakhar and Sahik (The area between

Fars and Kirman).

There were villagers and farmers who also supported Khatjities and refused to pay
khardj. Such type of people always were a support for Kharjities. They were also given
important ranks in order to increase their enthusiasm, For instance, a Kharjite, Kharit bin
Rashid, appointed those on his left wing army, who refused to pay khardj to the
govemnment.”® Probably the locals of Irin were encouraged by the revolt of Kharjites as
immediately after the war of Naharwan, many people of Iran raised revolts like the people

of Ahwaz and Fars.

Kharjities always find their place of shelter in Iran. Most of the times Ahwaz was
the center as we can see in different times and revolts.” During 45 Hijri, Yazid bin Malik

al Bahili, gathered a huge group of Kharjities from Ahwaz. Moreover, whenever a Kharjite

“Spuler, fran in Early islamic Period, 21.
¥Masadi, Tarikh-i Masadi, vol. 3, 131-132,
MTabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 3 {2), 409.
"Far details, see Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 4.
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was defeated, tried to seek shelter in Ahwaz which shows that it was a leading center of
Kharjities and Ahwaz not only provided a shelter but also manpower to the defeated ones.
For instance, Kharit bin Rashid and the Kharjities that were defeated during Ziyad's rule,
their leader “Sardas” seek shelter in Ahwiz and later, during 68 Hijri Kharjities again took

shelter in Ahwaz after a defeat.

Moreover, Muhlab bin Abi Safrah also had wars with Kharjities at the land of
Ahwaz as well. One of them was with Qatri bin Fujah. The Arabs also stayed in Ahwaz
after defeating Kharjities at different times. Another important center and a place of center
was Isfahan. The first defeat of Kharjities with Muhlab inclined them to seek shelter in
[sfahan and Kirman.”? Another leader of Kharjities, Abad Rabbah ul Kabir also lived in
Kirman which shows he was safe and had his followers over there. Kharjities also lived
and raged wars in Ray, Istakhar, Tabristan, Fars, Hamdan, Qum, Qashén, Jabal and Jazira.

Sistan was also provided living quarters for Kharjities.”

The Kharjities had a very strange nature. There were Kharjities who were very kind
and pious in their respective areas. They had indulged in unique activities. For instance,
Saleh bin Musarrah Tamimi, was a great virtuous man and had a lot of students and
followers who were attracted towards him because of his worship and accepted him as their

leader.”

"Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabart, vol. 4, 462,
"Tate, Seistan, 19.

#|bn-i Khalddn, Tarikh-i ibn i-Khalddn, vol. 2, 404,
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On the other hand Mardas Kharji who lived in Ahwaz used to snatch the stuffs of
people and give it to the needy or his followers and refurn the extra stuff to the owner.”
These people were very much active in social welfare programs or activities that pcople
easily accepted them as their leaders and started foltowing them. For instance, Stiwid bin
Abdullah Kharji was the person who overextended his pupils and govemors in different
regtons of Qum, Qashan and Hamdan and people, at large, accepted his doctrines and came
in his obedience in large groups. They had the techniques to attract people and it happened

several times as the people from Jazira, Misal, Sehroz, Qum, Qashan, and Fars supported

them in high numbers.

Kharjities were even so effective that they, at times, also received the kharaj of
their respective areas as Ubaidullah bin Hur (Kahrj1) received the kharaj of Furs and Shabib
Kharjt also received the khard; of his area. Ibn e Arzaq also settled in Ahwaz and received
its khardj.’® People from Kirman to Ahwaz also provided bundles of high quality arms and
horses to Ubaid Ullah bin Mahuz (kharj7). The governor of Hamdan, Hamza bin Mughira

also provided money and arms to Mutraf.”’

Moreover, they were lenient towards dhimmis but harsh for Muslims. There was an
incident in which Kharit bin Rashid and his companions killed a farmer and left 2 dhimmi
alive.”® (Kharit was from Najf tribe)They also killed many women and children in their

attacks on certain regions.

75 |bid., 389.
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The war techniques of Kharjities were similar to Iranians. The reason probably be
that most of the Kharjities were consisted on Iranians. For instance, they used to dig
trenches and appointed the soldiers on its edges.” Shabib Kharjl was the toughest
cornpetition of Arabs. He defeated Muslim army several times. He attacked on Neharwan,
Jaltla, Takrit Mousal, Sajistan, Kirman, Ahwaz and Mah-i Neharwian. His war techniques
were also very interesting. He attacked on markets and looted food, clothes and horses etc.
and then moved to another one.® [n the last years of Umayyad rule, Dhahak Khariji adopted

a different war technique. He used to fight and attack in small groups, and then ran away.

3.2.6 Lack of Religious Enthusiasm in Iranians

Iranian people had a diverse relationship with Arabs based on the fluctuating conditions of
political and social circumstances. The changing attitudes of the ruling classes of Arabia
effected the people of Iran to a great level. The whole of Iran divided among different
groups of Arabs. For instance, after the death of Yazid bin Mu’awiyah, a tussle for

caliphship and chaos in all provinces of Arabs again started,

The peopie of Iran also divided as there were those who supported I[bn-i-Zubair
(RA) for caliphship, for instance, in spite of of Jazira, the whole Iran supported him. On
the other hand, tawwdbin, under Sulaymin bin Sard, were also became very active after

Yazid’s death. They got support from Jazira, Anbar and Qargisiya as well.®!

Mukhtar Thagfi also became rebellious and got the control of Kiifa and appointed

his governors in Armentia, Azerbaijan, Behqubaz, and Hulwin and fixed their pays as well.

Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 4, 460.
®Tabarl, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol, 5, 199.
! Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, val. 4, 434-448.
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of “social contact” started.?” Because of such sort of behavior Iranians always supported

the revolts and other anti-government activities.

On the other hand, the ratio of government supported elements were always very
less in number. It seems that Iranians did not accepted their governors easily because the
Umayyad time period witnessed a continuous change in the governors of Iran. Gradually,

till 160 Hijri, dhimmis have controlled everything and the power of Arabs reduced.®

3.2.7 Construction Works the Arabs

War always brings devastation and destruction of all the developed areas. Although, after
Muslim conquest of Irin, desolation to such an extent did not took place, however, after
the conquest of different areas of Iran, Caliph Umar (RA) not only appointed his governors
there but, himself, was involved in the development and administration of every conquered

area. One of the most important issue was the construction.

Every conquered area of Iran received the orders of construction of roads and
bridges which not only added to the development of regions but also provided employment
to the people. Moreover, the constructive work converted their attention from their fall and
involved them in building up their areas. Caliph Umar (RA) also involved them in the
security of markets, fields and pathways.®® There are letters of Caliph Umar (RA) which

shows his concerns for the employment of Iranian subjects.

8 apidus, A History of Islamic Societies, 48.
#\bn-i Khaldn, Tarikh-i ibn i-Khaldin, vol. 2, 294,
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Besides the development of cities, Muslims also diverted their attention towards
villages and 1o make the people and state prosperous and started the digging of canals
which also provided an occupation to dhimmis. For instance, after conquest, Stiq al Ahwiz,
villages of Shaghar and Wariiq received construction of new canals and agriculture on
aridity.**Moreover, a lot of mosques were also built in different areas for instance, Yahya
bin Zarts constructed a mosque in Ray. Likewise, Azerbaijan, Miusal, Al Hadthia, Kirman

and other regions received the similar constructions.

Furthermore, Iranians also had a rich history and there were numerous intellectuals
as well. Besides revolts, Muslims also made their contributions in intellectual fields.
Muslims instituted schools in Iran in which Persian as well as Greek knowledge was
transferred to people.”’ They were painters, poets and writers, Muslims translated their

works in Arabic and patronize them.

3.3 Settlement of Diverse Ethnic Groups of Irdn before Muslim Conquest and their

Relations with Arabs

3.3.1 Asawira

Besides Arab tribes, there were some other groups settled in Irdn. For instance, Asiwira
were already settled in Bab, Qazvin, Ahwaz, Sajistdn and other areas of Iran. They were
landlords and also had their own army.” They also helped Yazdjard in his escape towards

Merv.?? Later, they accepted Islam and were allowed to own their lands.

Xbid., 93-94.
*syed ARl Bilgarami, Tomaddun i Arab {Lahore: Mahmud Riaz Printers, n.d.}, 572-573.

F3riq, Hadhrat Umar (RA} Kay Sarkdri Khutdt, 216.
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Asawira were basically army men and known for their bravery. Most of Iranians
adopted a trend that after accepting Islam they adopted Arabic names and associated
themselves to some Arab Tribe. This, perhaps, developed a feeling of intimacy with
Musslims and of being a part of Arabs. Similarly, Asawira, despite of their high rank among

Iranians, adopted the genealogy of BanT Asad.

3.3.2 Isabija

Another group, settled in Iran, was Isabija. They were sailors and lived in coastal areas of
Fars. After Muslim conquest of Irdn, they accepted Islam and, being strong soldiers,
indicated their devotion to Muslims by participating in further conquests.” Isabija also
connected themselves to Bani Hanzala after conversion and adopted their genealogy. Later,

Isabija were also present and sided Ibn Ash’ath in his revolt.

3.33 Al Zutt

Another group who joined [sabija in Fars was, Al Zutt (Jaat). Al Zutt also adopted
the profession of Isabija and became fishermen cum soldiers.” It is said that Huijaj bin
Yousaf settled Al Zutt and other groups in Kaskar and they were joined by other Iranians
later. Al Zutt were famous for their criminal activities as well. They were mostly thieves
and used to loot people of different regions. Amir Mu’awiyah, because of their profession,

also settled Al Zutt on the coastal areas of Syria.’®

MBaladhurl, Futdh-al Buldan, vol. 2, 537.

Sthid., 537.
*ibid., 539.
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3.3.4 Al Andghar

Another group was “Al Andghar” who lived near Sajistan and in Fars. They were also

soldiers. In fact, it is said that Isabij, Al Zutt and Andghar, ali were soldiers of Fars.

3.3.5 Kurd

Kurds were pre historic people who occupied the Zagros Mountains from very early times.
They were known for their bravery and always created problems to foreign invaders.
Habitually, they were farmers and shepherds and belonged to Persians.”” They built houses
from clay and stones in Irdn. Afier Muslim conquest of Iran, some of them also accepted
Islam and like other people of Irdn, also claimed the genealogy of Rabiya bin Nizar bin

Ma’ad bin Adnin. While some of them claimed Mu’dar bin Nizar.”®

Kurds lived in Iranian regions of Kirman, Sajistin, Isfahan (Bazanjan,), Jibal,
Hamdin, and Armenta.? In encyclopedia of Islam, it is stated that Istakhari mentioned five
districts of Fars in which Kurds were in abundance: Jilaya, Lawalijan, Diwan, Kariydn and
Sahariyar, They all numbered about 500,000 families and were warriors and known for
their bravery, But at the time of Muslim conquest, a great number of these families perished

and the survived ones mingled them with other nations.'®

Moreover, Kurds also inhabited the border areas of northeastern Iraq. Muslims,
firstly, faced Kurd at the conquest of Takrit and Hulwan, defeated them and received kharaj

from them. Later they also created problems for the Caliph Umar (RA) as the Kurds of

The Encyclopedia of Isfam, s.v. “Xurds, Kurdistan”
®\bid., 449.

“bid., 450,
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4.1 Firmness of Pious Caliphs towards their Governors

The relationship of Iranians with their Muslim Caliphs could be seen after the conquest.
As it is known that the power of Irdn was subdued in the reign of the second Caliph Umar
(R.A), so after the conquest, he sent his governors towards Iran. Caliph Umar (RA) had a
view that Muslims are like camels who obey their leader so he had to guide them to the
right path. The tenure of Caliph Umar (RA) was the example of this statement that how
strategically and loyally Muslims were guided by him. Moreover, he was very much strict
towards his governors that he strictly ordered them to be kind towards their respective
subjects and to do justice without any discrimination.’ He even ordered his governors to be
honest regarding the division of booty. He often pleaded to God that he may not appoint
his govemnors to do injustice or to involve in nepotism or any other disloyalty to God or to
Muslims. Thus, although Irdn was a rich area and Muslims got a lot of booty and

opportunities to gain wealth, his governors remained loyal towards their Caliph.

There were several treaties towards the areas of [ran which illustrated that again
Caliph Umar (RA), not only depicted his concerns for Muslims but for Iranians as well.
The social education and ethics were taught to the people of Iran. Moreover, orders of
Caliph Umar (RA) were received by his governors to administer their areas well so that his
subjects will live in peace. For instance, he ordered his governors to not create any

difference between two groups of people while judging.

Moreover, to have an eye on disloyal people and those who had a bad reputation

were ordered to be arrested. There was plenty of thieves in Tabrisan, may be due to its

Mabari, Tarikh-i Tabarf, vol. 2 {3}, 254,
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geographical condition or it may be less populated as compare to other regions of Irdn. The
area received special instruction to control the activities of thieves,* To take care of patients

and to look after them was also the responsibility of governors of Iran.’

On the other hand, Caliph Umar (RA) also ordered to kill the witches and to call
Iranians to eat together and to leave the custom of marrying their daughters, sisters or
mothers. The mawalis were also treated well as they held an equal to Muslims and were

supposed to receive stipends equal to Muslims.®

Caliph Umar (RA) was very harsh towards his governors and always kept eye on
their activities. The ideology of Muslims to remember Allah and be honest with Him
always kept them away from ill doings. Furthermore, Caliph Umar (RA) always advised
all the governors before appointment. For instance, one of his governors, Salman Farsi
(RA) advised Sa’ad bin abi Waqas (RA) to be vigilant while distributing money or wealth.’

Moreover advised him to remember Allah.

As far as Iranian subjects are concerned, he was kind with them and wanted to build
friendly relations with them as when he sent Abu Ubaida Thaqfi (RA) towards Fars, he
counseled him about Iran as a land of evil and deception, and about its people as hard on
ills, thus he had to teach them of good and piety.® Later on, when Sa’ad bin Abi Waqas

(RA) appointed as the governor of Fars, he was advised by the caliph to be lenient towards

*Hamid Ullah, Siyast Watkiga Jat, 272-273.

Sbid., 260-263.
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the people as all the people are equal in front of Allah.” The difference rests in belief and

that does not make them inferior humans.

There was another kind of attitude which shows the sympathetic behavior of caliph
Umar (RA) towards his Iranian subjects. For instance, fizya was an insulting word for some
Iranians so the caliph ordered his governors to use the word charity so that they did not feel
insult in paying tax.!® There are evidences in which the king of Hallab requested to not
impose jizya on them as it was insulting for them. Consequently, they replaced jizya with
their army assistance. Moreover, the imposed jizya of Caliph Umar (RA) was not according
to the economic condition of the people like Iranian rulers who had imposed taxes
according to the wealth of people.!! The Muslims imposed a very low ratio of taxes on

their subjects and there were exemptions and alterations if anyone could not pay taxes.

The leniency of Caliph Umar (RA) towards [ranian subjects could also be seen after
the conquest of Isfahan when he advised his governors that whoever wanted to leave
Isfahan, had the right to do so, as they all had the right to live where they wanted. Moreover,

they also had the choice to accept Islam.

The attitude of the Caliph Umar (RA) shows that he did his best to develop good
relations with Iranians. The govemors’ attitude, however changed to some extent during
the last years of the Caliph Umar (RA) as complaint of Abu Musa (RA), for appointing

dihgdns and other people as private servants, received.

*lbid., 298.
¥Tabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol, 2 {3), 70-71.
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Moreover, the strictness and control of Caliph Umar (RA) could be known by the
fact that he always wanied his governors to be present for their subjects. Harqils, after
conquering Ahwaz, started living on a mountain. Caliph Umar (RA), in order to provide

rel ief to Muslims and dhimmis, ordered him to settle in plain.'?

As far as Caliph Uthman (RA) is concerned, although, he, in his time, ordered
governors to work on the same patterns of Caliph Umar (RA), but leniency marked the
attitudes of govemors which effected society in long term. He emphasized to be kind with
the people and not act just as tax collector. Even to consolidate the conquered regions, he
wrote to Abdul Rehman bin Rabiya (in Bab) to not move for further conquests as he felt

that people had indulged in the lust for wealth which could create inconvenience to them. 2
4.2 The Leniency of Caliphs and Ambitions of their Governors

The greed of Muslim governors also witnessed the power hunger for Iranian regions. Iran
was a prosperous state and always an attraction to the people of Arab. A lot of people
wanted to govern Iranian regions. Umar bin Sa’ad bin Abi Waqas was one of them. He
always wanted the governorship of Ray. Ibn e Ziyad asked him to fight against Imam
Hussain (RA) in order to get the govemorship of Ray as a reward.'* He fought. The
behavior of the people changed to that extent that they did not even bother to respect the

Prophet’s family.

YTabarl, Tarikh-i Tabari, veol. 2 (3), 95.
4hid., 395.
" 1bn-i Khaldiin, Tarikh-i Ibn-i Khaldin, vol. 2, 94.
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Moreover, the lust for governorship did not end the hunger of governors, the
continuation of lavish life also depicted the power hunger of mans govemors. For example,
the governor of Ray and Dastaba, Kathir bin Shahab al Harthi, had insulted his servant for
giving him simpie food and said that he did not conquer Irdn for eating such a simple or

plain food.!?

As time passed away, the fluctuation in the attitudes of governors witnessed the
unstable behavior of subjects who started resisting in different ways by breaking the laws
or raising rebellions. Caliph Uthman (RA) is also blamed for appointing his relatives on
the governorship of certain provinces. Moreover at a time, Ayesha (RA), wife of Prophet
(SAW), also said that he appointed the people who were too young for this post.'® The

result of such appointments was definitely revolts that disturbed the whole ummah.

[t is said that the Caliph Umar (RA) also appeinted his relatives but the difference
existed where accountability was questioned because Caliph Umar’s (RA) relatives were
accountable to him as, rather Caliph Uthman (RA) had a soft nature that was misused by
his governors. The result was that the governors became negligent and complains were
received. Although he wrote his governors to wark for their subjects as servants rather than

tax collectars but his soft nature allowed them to work as they want.!”

Moreover, the Caliph consulted his governors to control the rebel activities of

people and they advised him to take long term effective measures. For instance, in a

Baladhuri, Futih-al Bulddn. Vol. 1, 452-453.
¥Tabari, in Tartkh | TabarT explained that Ayesha (RA} defended Caliph Uthman {RA) for the
blame of appointing young governors and said that his governors were experienced army men.
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meeting. the governors of the caliph advised him to involve the people in jikdad and to

decrease their stipends in order to control these revolts.'*

Gradually, during the time period of Caliph Uthman (RA), people revolied a lot.
The reason could be the frequent changing of governors in certain regions. For instance,
after assuming the caliphship, Caliph Uthmén (RA) expelled the governor of Azerbaijan
{Abdullah bin Farqad) who was appointed by Caliph Umar (RA). The result was revolt that
was curbed."*The appointment of Ubaid Ullah bin Mu’amar (RA) as the governor of Fars
resulted in revolt that was also crushed. He was replaced in governorship from Khorasan
to Fars.? The revolts became common during last years of Caliph Uthman (RA), even the

murder of the Abdullah bin Amir by the people of Istakhar was an example of this.?!

On the other hand, during Umayyad time period, a fecling of superiority increased
to such an extent that an extensive gap has been created between governors and their
subjects. People were living in bad conditions while the upper classes lived lavishly. There
was an incident during the time period of Hujjaj bin Yousaf which indicates the depriving
situation of layman and the nobles of Ray. A lady Laila Ukhilia came to Hujjaj and
complained about the lack of rains that effected the growth of crops and the dusty passages
that always created problems for pedestrians, and the declining situation of poor. Hujjaj

after asking, sent her to the house of Hind bint-i Isma’ as she was one of the wealthy ladies

of her respective area and lived in tranquility.??

8bn-i Khaldiin, ¥arikh-i ibn-i Khaldin, vol. 1, 438.
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4.3 Diverse Policies and Attitudes of Umayyvad Caliphs regarding their Governors

As Umayyads came in power, Amir Mu'awiyah (RA) became the first person who laid the
foundation of kingship in Islam and a major change in the behavior of the rulers and their
subjects can be seen. The modes of government were changed, however, the fear for God
was still important to Amir Mu’awiyah (RA). The change in the attitude can be better
understood by a discussion between Amir Mu’awiyah (RA) and Abdul Rehman bin Al-
Hars, when the later questioned Amir Mu’awiyah about the absence of tolerance in his
attitude. Amir Mu’awiyah (RA) answered that his tolerance disappeared as tolerate and

wise people disappeared from the society.”

Amir Mu’awiyah (RA) was a very sharp person and he made his government strong
with his wise strategies. For instance, He answered Amr bin al As when he questioned
about his bravery that he did not go for a decision until and unless found his advantage in
it and never withdrew until he understood that it was worthy of intelligence. He better knew

that the areas should receive the governors that were better for its nature and environment.

The tussle between Caliph Ali (RA} and Amir Mu’awiyah (RA} had created a
warlike situation in all the conquered regions including Iran. People became uncertain as
Caliph Ali (RA) expelled all the govemors appointed by the Caliph Uthman (RA) and Amir
Mu’awiyah (RA). He also wrote to the govemors of Azerbaijan and Hamdin to accept his
caliphship. As’ath bin Qais was deprived of his governorship of Azerbaijan and Armenia

because he was indulged in wealth and was replaced by JarTr bin Abdullah.

Bbn-i Khaldan, Tarikh-i 1bn-i Khaldan, vol. 2, 44.
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As it was a time period of chaos and there was a warlike situation in whole of the
Muslim empire, so there were some strange incidents that never happened before. Some
govemors that were appointed by the Caliph Ali (RA), were killed secretly. Consequently,
there were three govemnors, being scared of Amir Mu'awiyah (RA), accepted his
caliphship. Amir Mu’awiyah (RA) also received a lot of wealth from the governor of

[sfahan as a result of his obedience as well.?*

The nutshell of uncertainty and chaos was that a lot of people took advantage of the
circumstances. The governor of Urdshir Khurrah, Musgila bin Habira did not pay khardj
properly. On the other hand, Amir Muwaiyah (RA) sent his own governors in Caliph Ali’s
(RA) regions and ordered to capture all the villages and to receive zakat from them.
Moreover, he also ordered to loot the villagers and to kill the supporters of Caliph Ali (RA).

Consequently, they looted even the armory of Thalbia,”

Ibn ¢ Kalbi said the kings sometimes punished on minor things and forgave the
loftier ones and the reason behind such an attitude is to develop the fear of government.
There were a lot of incidents in which Amir Mu’awiyah (RA) forgave the people on small
offences because of fear of God. The qualities, a caliph possess, not only effected his

government but also his employees or governors. It is a twofold relation which effected the

empire wholly.
Yazid and his govemors were very much different from Amir Muawiya’s. They

were indulged in fulfilling their [ust for power and forgot the wisdom of Amir Mu’awiyah.

One can better understand it by the statement of Yazid in which he claimed to break the

#Masidi, Tarikh-i Masddr, vol. 3, 346,
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skulls of disobedient ones despite the fact they were dear to him.** This also shows the

difference of attitude between the wisdom of two catiphs (Amir Mu'awivah and Yazid).

Besides, another Umayyad caliph, Abdui Malik was famous as a cruel and miser
person so were his govemnors. For instance, Hujjaj and Muhlab bin Abi Safrah who both
were both appointed in Iraq and Iranian regions respectively. Hujj3j also appointed one of
his cousins as the governor of Isfahan. The people of Isfahan were famous as annoying and
for nonpayment of taxes. They warmly welcomed him and promised to pay taxes. But as
the time of payment came, they started finding excuses. The goveror started terrifying

them by cutting their heads one by one on daily basis and succeeded in collecting taxes.?’

Umayyad Caliph Hisham bin Abdul Malik was also very kind and on the other hand
strict towards his governors and the state structure. After Caliph Umar (RA), Umar bin
Abdul Aziz was the Umayyad caliph who had a stable government. He was also very strict
towards his governors. He thought that a good govermance has four pillars: Govemor,
Judge, Treasure officer and the Caliph.?® He strengthened his government that even
Kharijites never revolted during his reign. He also issued orders in his government

regarding the rights of dhimmis and farmers.?

The governors, in the last years of Umayyad caliphate, had a great influence on
Iranian people. For instance, Marwdn bin Muhammad bin Marwdn was very active
cormmander of the army appointed in the garrisons of Azerbaijan. The regions of Armenia

and Jazira were also under his command. People were satisfied under his command because

Bpasidi, Tarikh- Masddi, vol. 3, 90,
Thid,, 214-215.
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his dismissal. Consequently, when Caliph Ali (RA) called Jarir bin Abdullah, Ash’ath bin

Qais advised him of complaining Sharjil but Jarir refused as he had friendly refations with
him.

The trend was not very common during the time of two previous caliphs. However,
during the Umayyad rule, personal likes or dislikes and family relationship played a major
role in appointing and dismissing of govemors in different provinces. For instance, Abdah
bin Riyah Ghassani was appointed as the governor of Jazira, Misal and Azerbaijan after

the acceptance of caliphate of Yazid bin Walid.

Likewise, the tussle between Abdul Rehman bin Al Ath’ath and Hujjaj bin Yousaf
is an example of feuds amongst governors. Although Abdul Rehman was appeinted as the
governor of Sajistan but after his successful conquests towards Ratbail, a hatred developed
in the heart of Hujjaj. Consequently, they had wars with each other in the regions of

Kirman, Sas and Sabiir etc.>?

Besides, there were some Umayyad governors who always worked for their caliph
and remained in their good books. For instance, Muhlab bin bi Safrah, who was the
governor of Fars during Ibn-i Zubair’s (RA) time period and always provided a huge army
from Fars for crushing the revolts. He was also appointed as the governor of Miisal, Jazira,
ArmenTa and Azerbaijan. Later he also became the trusted govemor of Caliph Abdul Malik

and always fought in Iranian regions on the behalf of Abdul Malik against kharjities.**

3T 3barl, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 5, 318, 327-328, 362-368,
3*1bn-i Khaldn, Tarikh-i Ibn-i Khaldin, vol. 2, 182-183.
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Another trend could be seen during the time period of Abdul Malik bin Marwan,
when during the war of succession, he promised the Marwanids of Iraq to donate [sfahan

as a property to them, although later he did not fulfil his promise.
4.4 Policies of Umayyad Governors towards their Subjects: A Study of Ziyad

The strategies that were adopted by the Arab governors to control their Iranian subjects are
interesting in their place. Ziyad was the governor of Iran during the time of Caliph Ali
(RA). He had a very tactical mind and it is said that he ruled Iran firmly by involving
Iranians with each other in wars.® As it is said that Ziyad was very active during Caliph
Ali’s (RA) time period, so Amir Mu’awiyah was very much scared of him as he governed
a major province of Iran. Caliph Ali (RA) also advised him to stay careful from Mu’awiyah

as he was very clever.

Ziyad was later appointed as a governor by Amir Mu’awiyah as well and during his
tenure, he maintained law and order situation in Sajistan and Khorésan.*® His shira also
included the faithful persons of high esteem like Anas bin Malik (RA}, Abdul Rehman bin
Sarnra (RA) and Samra bin Jundab (RA) who experienced the company of the Prophet

Muhammad (SAWW).

Ziyad was also the pioneer of the trends that were adopted by the later caliphs. For

instance, he appointed 500 security guards (h@ras) around the mosque during the time of

BMasadi, Tarikh-i Masadr, vol. 3, 27.
¥His inaugurating speech is given in detai! in Tarikh-i TabarT, vol. 4. His speech has similar
characteristics as of Hujjj.
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prayer.’” The respective step was might be due to the previous incidents in which people

were attacked in the mosques, majorly by Iranians.

Ziyad was also the pioneer of appointing a squad that was armed with weapons and
protected him.* Ziyad as the governor of Sajistan and Khorasan in 45 Hijri, controlled the
aggressive people of both the areas very well.*” Ziyad dealt with the people leniently and
in his inducting speech said that he would always present for the needy, would not deprive
anyone from his stipend by complains of the others and that he would never indulge the
people in war, The strategy was very much alike that of pre Islamic Iranian rulers or
Sassanid rulers who also adopted such type of strategies. The result was that the militant

people were controlled and did not revolt during his governorship.

Later, Qutaiba bin Muslim, in order to increase conversions, was also blamed for
destroying the fire temples of Iranians.*® Ziyad appointed Abdutlah bin Hassin as a police
inspector who controlled the crime ratio very successfully that almost 4000 people joined

the police force. Ja’ad bin Qais Tamimi was a sub inspector under Abdullah bin Hussin.*!

On the other hand, Ziyad was a very strict person and ruthlessly punished the

culprits but the outcome was that his subjects slept fearlessly because the crime ratio

3Hugh Kennedy, The Armies of the Caliphs: Military and Society in the Early Islamic State (New

York: Routledge, 2001), 13.
¥Ziyad was sa kind to them that they gave him the title of Kisr3 Andsherwan.

3%Ibn-i Khaldiin, Tartkh-i Jbn-i Khaldin, vol, 2, 34.

40Richard W. Bulliet, Conversion to [slam and the Emergence of a Muslim Society in Iran, in ed.
N. Levtzion, Conversion to Islam: A Comparative Study of Islamization (New York: Holmes and Meier,
1979), 30-51.

Tabari, Tarikh i Tobari, vol. 4, 81.
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decreased to zero. Ziyad not only controlled his subjects but also had an eagle eye on his
governors as well. For instance, he expelled Naf®i bin Khalid Tahi because he misused his
money. Ibn-i-Amir, who before Ziyad, was the governor of Basra, Fars and Sajistdn was
too lenient with people that he never punished anyone. Consequently, people became brave

on crimes.*

Ziyad divided the city of Kufa or Basra in Ra'osa- i Arba’a, which means that the
city was divided in to four parts and every part had a leader known as Mir Muhalla.
Probably, he adopted the division in Iranian regions as well. There were people, who
instead of all these developments, did not like Ziyad. For instance, Yazid bin Mufarragh

Hamiry, a poet of Sajistan, wrote verses in his disgust.**

2ibid., 73.
“bid., 156.
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Chapter 3
Development and Administration of Arab Army in Iran

At the advent of Islaim, there were two great powers, Romans and Persians, who ruled
enormous areas around the east, north and west of Arabia. As far as Persia is concerned, it
was a huge empire, which has been ruled by different dynasties in its past. The last Persian
rulers were Sassanid who effectively ruled Persia, however, due to some internal factors
the empire became weak and ultimately swallowed in Arab Muslim Empire. The Sassanids
ruled Persia for long time in which they faced external threats from Roman Empire, Kurds
and Turks. Consequently, they had to strengthen their borders so that they could be able to
protect their empire and people. Many garrisons were developed in strategically important
areas of Iran (Persia). Moreover, Sassanid own one of the most well organized and well
equipped army with modern weapons of its time. The division of army in groups like
Asawira, Bukhariyah, Jund-i Shahanshah and Hamra etc. depicted the firm hold of Persian
army on different regions of Irdn. The reflection of enthusiasm and patriotism of these
arrnies can be seen in the royal army of Behra Shair who took the daily oath that they never

make the fall of Fars possible.' Later, the armies of Isfahan and Azerbaijan also took the

oath of death with caliph Ali (RA).2

After the conquest of Iran, Muslims also developed garrisons and settled their

armies over there. Later, the families of those army men were also granted lands and their

L\ba-i Khaldan, Térikh-i Ibn-i Khaiddn, vol, 1, 323.

Tabari, Térikh-i Tabari, vol. 4, 25.
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famnilies started settting over there. Gradually, most ofthose army men involved themsclves

in economic aflairs and became landlords of their areas.
5.1 Arabs and the Development and Organization of Army

Before the arrival of Islam, despite the fact that everyone in Arabia was a tribal man and
always ready to fight with his weapons, Arabs had lack of military knowledge.? There was
just a tribal massive in which everyone fought for the superiority of his tribe. They did not
bother to know the wars ethics and the sense for fighting rather attacked each other on
small matters like retaliation. Even after Islam, initially, just a little change was observed
in organization of the Arab Muslim army as they started following one leader.* To organize
army in ranks like Persians or Romans was still far unmanageable for Muslims. A very
important reason was the social structure of Arabia which was still purely tribal and that
tribal authorities tranquilly dominated not only the society but army as well. These Arab
Muslims used to fight in “tribal units™ under their own flags. These armies worked as semi-
independent entities. A shortcoming of these tribal influences was that the caliph,
independently, did not control these semi-independent units. Caliph had no direct control
over small armies and people. They were controlled by govemors of provinces and cities.’

Furthermore, in the early years of Arab Muslim rule, soldiers used to fight without

3Leone Caetant, “The Art of War of the Arabs and the Supposed Religious Fervour of the Arabs”,
in ed. Fred M. Donner, The Formatian of the Classical Islamic World: The Exponsion of Early Islomic State,
vol. 5, (Great Britain: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 2008), 1-2.

‘Ibid., 3.
Spatricia Crone, War and Saciety in the Ancient and Medieval Worlds, 313.
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payments because they got due share in booty.® The consumption of whole revenue (booty}

by soldiers and their families hindered substantial economic output for the center.

After the Muslim conquest of Iran, the Muslim Caliphs deployed their armies in the
conquered areas of Irdn and developed garrisons. In its initial time, Muslims strongly
influenced Irdn with their army and captured a lot of areas. Many of Iranian armies were
converted to Islam and assisted their Muslim rulers in their wars. Moreover, after the
conquest of Irdn, a number of Arab tribes had joined Muslim armies because of the
temptation of the booty which also increased the number of soldiers in Muslim armies.’
During Umayyad rule, Muslim armies, though, did not get technological advancements
yet, they could, now, claim a proper classification of their army in infantry and cavalry.

They, now, had a proper transportation system with a number of horses and camels.®

Moreover, early Muslims saw an era which was full of warfare and struggle to
conquer new regions. A continuous fight and religious enthusiasm had increased the
importance of conquests and conquered regions. Yet, their descendants got a lavish life
which reduced the importance of early conquests in their concentrations. Consequently, the
lack of ideological enthusiasm had turned the victorious curve downwards. According to
some scholars, Muslim expansion during the Umayyad period, largely depended on fervor
for booty which dominated all the other motives.® Consequently, with the passage of time,
as Umayyad rulers started their kingship, the control over their armies gradually decreased

and a lot of revolts started in Iran from their natives. The army also became weak and the

SKennedy, The Armies of the Caliphs: Military and Society in the Early islamic State, 5-6.
TIbid., 4.

®lbid., 4.

®Marius Canard, The Arab Expansion: The Military Problem, 66.
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passion for war gradually decreased. For instance, Hisham bin Abdul Malik replaced
Marwin bin Muhammad Bin Marwan from the govemorship of Azerbaijan and Armenia
with Muslimah bin Abdul Malik because of his objection about the sluggishness of army
under his command and that he did not take interest in fighting with non-Muslims, rather
insisted on peace treaties.'” Later on, Abbasids took the advantage of deteriorating situation

of law and order in Irin which resulted in the emergence of the greatest Muslim dynasty of

the antiquity.
5.2 Recruitments

When Muslims started their outward conquests, the need for soldiers had increased to an
extent. Thus, in order to fulfill their needs for wamors, Arabs started new recruitments.
The abundance of wealth and natural resources of newly conquered areas had tempied a
lot of Arab tribes to be recruited in Arab army. These recruitments had increased the
number of soldiers in Muslim armies.'" Now, the need for a record of soldiers had turned
Muslims’ attention towards the administrative side and dfwdn al/ jund was established.
Muslim soldiers were properly registered and received pensions as their right and in return,

always ready to provide their services for army.!?

Arab soldiers were recruited for four years services after which they enjoyed their

vacations.'> Moreover, army registers were also prepared and used while sending the army

bn-i Khalddn, Tarikh-i ton-i Khaidin, vol. 2, 284,

HKennedy, The Armies of the Coliphs, 4.
patricia Crone, War and Society in the Ancient and Medieval Worlds, 313.

13)alat-al Din Sayyati, Tdrikh-ul Khulafa’ (Qahira: Dar-al Fikar al Arabi, n.d.), 156.
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on a conquest or for the replacement of army from a garrison. For instance, Bashar bin

Marwan consulted the army register for sending troops against Kharjities.

The volunteers were also called at times. People tried to enter their names in these
registers, during Umayyad rule, as volunteers rather than standing army. The reason
probably be that the continuous warfare irritated people and they did not want to have a
burden on them. Moreover, during Umayyad’s rule, it was not essential for volunteers to
take part in conquests. (Hujjaj bin Yousaf was an exception from this). The (forced)

volunteers could also send other people in their place."

Moreover, there was another trend that the governor of Kufa and Basra sent
expeditions towards east and northeast. The people who were not liked by the govemnor,
were involved in continuous warfare in Iran. For instance, Abdul Rehman bin Al Ash’ath,
who revolted against Hujjaj for he thought that he was disliked by Hujjij and he send him

on one after the other conquest.'®

Besides Arabs’ recruitments, there were non-Arabs and clients who were also given
chances to provide their armed services for Muslims. These soldiers included the captives
of wars, slaves, converted Iranian soldiers and peasants. They were regularly recruited and
paid like other soldiers. Likewise, a number of soldiers were converted and listed as
soldiers in diwgns. Like Arab soldiers, they were also paid. Initially, non-Arabs were

recruited in groups, later individual recruitments were also done.!® For instance, Asawira

“Tabari, Tdrikh-i Tabar, vol. 6, 308.

STabarj, Tdrikh-i Tabar, vol. 5, 325-327.

Bpatricia Crone, “The Pay of Client Soldiers in the Umayyad Period”, in ed. Fred M. Donner, From
Araobion Tribes to Islamic Empire: Army Stote and Saciety in the Near Eost ¢. 600-850 (Burlington: Ashgate

Publishing Campany, 2008}, 287.
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and Jund | Shahanshah were converted and recruited in army in groups but later, these

group conversions and recruitments became rare and were switched by individual

elements.

When Muslims conquered Iran, they faced two kinds of soldiers; the one who
converted and got a privileged status in Arab Muslim army and society and the others who,
although, did not convert but assisted Muslims in their further conquests. There were
clauses in all kinds of Muslim treaties, according to which the non-Muslims were obliged
to assist Muslims in their conquests no matter they had converted or not for instance, the
treaty of Armenta had similar clauses.'” That is why the army officers of Daylam did not
accept Islam, yet helped Muslims in their further conquests, however, some of them had,
later converted.!® They were also given some advantages, for instance, a non-Muslim

assassin, in Muslim army, was benefited with the weapons of his killed one.'”

The non-Arab clients who did not accept Islam were declared slaves and considered
inferior to the Arabs, but the converts were allowed to join a tribe and to merge themselves
in it. They got, in return, protection of Arabs.?® There were recruitments of slave or unfree

soldiers from the time of the Holy Prophet (SAW) and the practice was continued by pious

VTabari, Tarikh-i Tebari, Vol 2 {3), 182.

\%Taban, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 2, 420.

Bbid., 299.

®falih Husayn, “The Participation of Non-Arab Elements in the Umayyad Army and
Adrninistration”, in ed. Fred M. Donner, The formation of the Classical Islomic World: The Articulation of
Earty Islomic State Structures, vol. 6, {Great Britain: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 2008}, 268-270.
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caliphs and, later, by the Umayyad rulers. They fought with Muslims on their frontiers and

also assisted all the Muslim groups in their civil wars.?!

The proper recruitment of slave soldiers was started after the death of Amir
Mu’awiyah (RA).?? The unfree slave soldiers of Umayyads, however, fought only in
crises.” A very interesting development was witnessed during the period of Abdul Malik
who announced that ran away slaves will be free, registered and recruited. Eventually, a
lot of slaves, who ran, came back. For instance there was an Iranian slave, who rebelled
and afterwards came back and was later, raised to the status of commander. 4/ fitydn was

also created after this announcement.??

Another attitude of Arabs can be seen in the case of Firoz Hussain, a slave who
bought his freedom for 50,000 dirhams, was recruited as regular paid soldier and gradually
employed non-Arab clients as his private soldiers. Later, he also provided a number of
warriors to Ibn Ash’ath in his revolt.”’ Moreover, the soldiers of Yazid bin Muhlab were
mostly private servants.?® Moreover, Tariq bin Ziyad who was also the mawla of Musa bin

Nusayr, had an Iranian background.?’

Slaves were not or rarely equipped because of safety reasons. Moreover, ordinary

slaves also participated in wars with their masters, although, because of the lack of armed

Daniel Pipes, Stave Soldiers and isfom: The Genesis of a Militory System, (London: Yale University
Press, 1981), 109-115.

2)hid,, 117.
Byhig,, 121.

¥Crone, The Pay of Client Soldiers in the Umayyad Period, 290.
Zihid., 295.

#1bid., 296.

pipes, Slave Soldiers ond Istam, 126.
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skills, they were not able to help their masters to a great extent, however, limited assistance
showed their loyalty to their masters. Moreover, they did not deceive their masters during

revolts.**The reason, perhaps, was the good relation between a slave and his master.

The captives of wars, had also played very important part. They could be, at times,
beneficial as well as threatening for Muslims so Arab rulers had to keep these captives
carefully so that they could not become a threat for Arabs. Captives of wars were, usually,
sent in garrisons where they were mostly converted, no matter for whatever reasons, but
their descendants were declared free men.?’ Moreover, the need of protection for conquered
regions also inclined Muslims to send them in garrisons where they were completely
observed. Sometimes, they accepted Islam or otherwise, give themselves for armed or

social services.’®

The captives of wars were not given an equal status and employment in Arab
society yet, they were not ignored by Muslim caliphs. Captives of wars, having special
skills, were always a focus of Muslim caliphs. There were bureaucrats and tax collectors
who received their recruitments in army. For instance, an Iranian Bukhdriyah was a captive
of war and was a tremendous archer, was also recruited in army.*' Besides, they were also

declared slaves and mostly tangled in domestic affairs.*?

2bid., 25-27.

SPatricia Crone, The Pay of Client Soldiers in the Umayyad Period, 297.

*patricia Crone, “The Early Islamic World”, in Fred M. Donner, From Arabian Tribes to Islamic
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The peasants who gathered in ainsdr or garrisons were declared dhimmis. Similarly,
most of dhimmis, who paid taxes and lived in rural areas, also moved to garrisons and
accepted Islam.> Although their acceptance of [slam was due to several reasons, including
financially firm life, however they were also recruited as soldiers. The ran-away peasants
were also allowed to convert and were given a lot of advantages. For instance, they were

exempted from taxes after conversion in Islaim and were also enrolled as soldiers.*

After the war of Tustar, Asadwira were recruited in Muslim armies. The main
commander of AsGwira was Siyah al Uswarl who gathered his army to attack Muslims
from Isfahan and Fars.®A great number of Asgwira converted during the rule of Umayyad.
Asawira also became the part of Muslim army. They were very famous in Irin probably
for their courage and high ranks.?® They were the landlords in different areas of Iran such

as Ahwiz. 37

Asawira were the important part of Iranian army. A band of Asawira (soldiers) was
always present between Qavin and Daylam. They protected the people of Qavin from the
skirmishes of the people of Daylam.*® They accepted Islam and took part in further Muslim
conquests. They also demanded an equal status and stipends to Muslims. They consider it
true that stipends should be according to the courage and bravery of a soldiers and not on

the basis of Muslim and non-Muslim, Their demands were also accepted by the second

*#bid., 297-298.
¥bid., 299-300.

36galadhuri, Futih-al Buldén. Vol. 2, 538-539,

3¢ ariq, Hozrat Umar (RA) Kay Sarkari Khutit, 216,
%palsdhuri, Futdh-a! Bulddn. Vol. 1, 456.
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caliph of Islam. They were given highest pays and their lands were declared ushr? after
their acceptance of Islim.*

Besides Asawira, Iranians also had the armies known as Al Is@bijah, Al Zutt and Al
Andghar. They also accepted Islam after Asdwira.*® They also started living in Basra.*!
Hamra, a group of Iranians accepted Islam before and after the war of Qadsiya. Later, they
also accepted Islam helped Mustims in further conquests.*? They were settled in Hulwan

and Saman (near Isfahan). It is said that the shurtas of Kufa, during the time period of

Ziyad, were enrolled from Hamra.**About 680 AD, there were 20,000 Hamra present in

Iraq.

[ranian warriors, such as Hamra and As@wira had continued their separate identity
under Arabs as Asawira who were settled in Iraq, had, preserved their separate identity for
over half century. A very interesting fact is that Asawira, mostly, tried to remain impartial
during Arab civil wars.**Likewise, after conquest, a number of non-Muslim Persian ammies
who joined Arab armed forces had included Jund-i Shahanshah which means “Ammy of
the king of kings”. They accepted Islam and were allowed to associate themselves with
Arab tribes and to settle wherever they want, They were also enlisted for salaries. Similarly,

the “foot-soldiers” of Daylam and Hamra also accepted Islam and joined Muslim armies.*

A very interesting fact is that the Iranian soldiers did not accept [slam independently

rather, they converted in bands. If the officer of an army band accepted Islam, the whole

®lbid., 457,

“tbid., 539.

“IKennedy, The Armies of the Caliphs, 5.
“Raladhuri, Futdh-ol Bulddn, Vol. 1, 400- 401.

*Kennedy, The Armies of the Caliphs, 4-5.
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band of soldiers followed him. For instance, a group of soldiers of Sds who fought against
Muslims but later made a peace treaty with them had accepted Islam only because of their
officer Sabah (army officer/commander) who accepted Islam and took the protection of his
army and later fought with his group against Iranians.*® This revealed the behavior of the
army and their strategic approach as well because they found it easier to convert and get

relief rather than being killed in misery.

On the other hand, Caliph Umar (RA) also fixed the salaries of the soldiers in order
to console and encourage them. That was the strategy of Caliph Umar (RA) who tried the

Iranian armies to be loyal with them.

Clients participated in wars with Arabs. There were 100,000 clients who
participated in Ibn-i Ash’ath’s revolt. Similarly, a number of clients assisted Yazid bin
Mubhlab in his war of Jurjan.*’Like pious caliphs, Umayyad rulers had to settle and deal
with their clients efficiently so they adopted effective measures. They appointed the native
officers in their respective regions which made it easy to control the people. For example,
the Persian clients were administered by their own national named “Sanbakhi*®

Moreover, Hayyan Nabtt who himself a Daylamite, was the head of 7000 registered client

soldiers.*” When Hujjaj bin Yousaf was attacked by Al-Muttarif bin al-Mughira, Bashar

*8bn-i Khaldin, Tarikh-i ibn-i Khaldin, vol. 1, 359.
“Crone, The Pay of Cient Soldiers in the Umayyad Period, 294.
*BHusayn, The Participation of Non-Arab Efements in the Umayyad Army and Administration, 282,

*1bn-i Khatdin, Tarikh-i ibn i Kholddn, vol. 2, 236.
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bin Marwan aided him with 1000 soldiers who were from Isfahan included Kurds.?®

Moreover, Hayyan Nabti’s army was consisted on officially recruited Iranian soldiers.'

Iranians were also involved in the military activities of Arabs as there were people
who either volunteered themselves as soldiers in civil wars with Arabs or recruited from
government in crushing revolts. For instance, during the time period of Ibn-1 Zubair (RA),
Muhlab bin Abi Safrah (the govemnor of Fars) bring a huge band of soldiers from Fars in
order to crush the revolt of Mukhtar Thaqfi.* It may be assumed that they were volunteers

or slave soldiers who had shown their loyalty to their masters.

As far as the involvement of Iranians in crushing revolts is concemed, when the
people of Jurjan revolted against the Arab Government and Sa’id bin Al As organized an
army of manzua’ah®® and mawalf to crush them™. It is most probable that these armies
were from Tabristan or any other Iranian region. Moreover, on another time, Daylam
provided 7000 newly converted Muslims to crush the revolt which shows that how much

Iranians accepted Islam.
5.3 Payments to Soldiers

A soldier, during medieval times, had to fulfill two sorts of necessities. As he had to live

without his family for a long time period and must leave something for his family so that

®Husayn, The Participation of Non-Arab Elements in the Umayyad Army and Administration, 283.

1Crone, The Pay of Client Soldiers in the Umoyyad Period, 296.
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Moreover, initially, after conquests, soldiers were given interesting packages of
income so that they might get attracted and settle in garrisons. For instance, Kufans and
Basrans, both, had claims on the area of Khizistin because they were promised for its fay
by caliph Umar (RA). The avarice for getting full tax inclined them to struggle hard and
later, they both claimed for Khiizistin.®' The soldiers who participated in the war of

Qadsiya, also, received regular payments.®?

Caliph Umar (RA) also prefer those soldiers who remember Quran as he wrote to
the commanders of garrisons to send him the names of “Auffaz” so that they could receive
complimentary stipends. Moreover, they were also sent by the caliph to teach the locals.®
On the other hand, the Umayyad caliphs had also paid a lot to develop their standing army.
There are evidences which depicts that Umayyad caliphs paid 2,000,000 dirhams to
Qahtanities to provide 2000 men for standing army.5*Umayyad rulers enrolled 250,000 to

300,000 troops at the beginning of eights century.5’

Besides, the Muslim soldiers were not allowed to keep private properties in
conquered regions, they were depended on state. Military was also rewarded with
fragments of lands which were known as qatd’i% Qata'i was given on “absolute

ownership”. Inheritance and transfer both were prohibited in the case of these lands.5’

®1Kennedy, The Armies of the Caliphs, 3.
528aladhuri, Futdh-al Bulddn, vol. 2, 643
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Moreover, mugatillah, a special army force of Caliph Umar (RA), also received regular

pensions.®

Umayyad time period witnessed the underprivileged condition of army men as a lot
of people had to fight without any payment of pensions.’ During the rule of Amir
Mudwiyah (RA), many soldiers were deprived of their payments, the trend was followed
by other Umayyad Caliphs, yet, Umar II had broken the ice and started paying 20,000

unpaid Umayyad soldiers.”

Caliph Umar (RA), on one hand, sent expeditions towards Iran but on the other
hand, was also careful for their ease and maintenance. He ordered Sa’ad bin abl Wagqas to
send army at naturally suitable places so that they can relax and to pay them stipends in
time. Sa’ad bin abi Waqas wrote to caliph, after the conguest of Qadsiya that Muslims are
enjoying on the sea shores and were enjoying and walking on roads. The caliph also ordered
to give a part of seasonal crops to army.”! Later on, Muhlab bin abi Safrah, during a war
with Kharjities, received khardj on sugarcane in order to pay his army.” Moreover, during
Abdul Malik bin Marwan’s time period, he donated the pargana of Fasa, Dar Abjard,

pargana of Istakhar and the kharaj of Fars to fulfill the army needs.”

®Husaini, Arab Administration, 73.
ibid., 81.
lbid., 154.
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Muslim treaties also showed great concerns for Muslim army for instance, the treaty
of Isfahan had the clause of arranging a ride for a Muslim soldier.”™ Another clause for
Armenia was to help Muslims or to pay jizya. But the essentialism of providing military

assistance to Muslims was also the part of treaty.”

Caliph Umar (RA) paid his soldiers without any distinction, no matter they were
Arab Muslims or newly converted Muslims. Moreover, the captives of wars, after declaring
slaves, were mostly tangled in domestic affairs.” During the time period of second caliph
of Islam, Sassanian armies who accepted Islam, received highest pays. Moreover, dihgans
were also allowed to keep their properties.”” The prisoners of wars, who converted, were

also paid and got the same rights like other Muslims.™

Trend changed during Umayyad time period as clients, always, were considered
inferior to Arabs. This can be seen when one talked about the salaries of soldiers. It is
certain that clients received low income as compare to Arabs and it is said that this system

prevailed till the time of caliphship of Mahdi.”

Amir Muiwiyah (RA) paid his client soldiers less than Arabs. The amount, during

Amir Mu’awiyah’s reign, which was paid annually, to client soldiers was 15 dinars. While

"Hamid Ullah, Siyisi Wathiga Jat, 267-268.
"bid,, 286-287.
"epatricia Crone, The Poy af Client Soldiers in the Umayyad Period, 285.
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Abdul Malik raised the amount to 20 and Hisham was honored to pay highest pays to client
soldiers which was 30 dinars.?® Amir Mu'awiyah (RA) paid volunteers for wars but at the
end of war.®' It is not clear that whether the volunteer soldiers of first fitna were paid or
not.#? Caliph Umar I, in his reign, had found 20,000 client soldiers who worked without
receiving any payments or rewards. It is not correct to say that Umayyad soldiers worked

without receiving any payments.® It is difficult to believe that someone worked for years

without any output.

The increasing number of recruitments of soldiers in Muslims’ army had converted
the attention of Muslim caliphs towards the establishment of diwans. A department for
reservation of funds was established by Muslims which was known as diwan al jund. A
katib was also appointed who took all the records.®* However, the time period of Pious

Caliphs and Umayyad rulers can be differentiated by the alteration of payment procedures.

Diwans were started by Caliph Umar (RA) on Sassanian basis and with the
exception of Syria and Egypt, rest of the soldiers were paid in dirkams. During the seventh
century, one dinar was equal to 10 dirhams but later, in eighth century, one dinar was equal

to 20-30 dirhams. Moreover, Asawira and Hamra received 2000 dirhams as payment.®

®Crone, The Pay of Client Soldiers in the Umayyod Period, 291.
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Booty was also used to mint coins as when Baykand was conquered, Qutayba
ordered to mint coins from a gold idol. About 150,000 coins were extracted from that idol.
During the time period of Hujjdj bin Yousaf, there were 20 mints in Irdn and Iraq, for
instance, Ray, Isfahdn, Hamdan, SistAn, Kirman, Fars, Istakar, Darabjard and Bishapiir.
Moreover, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Jazira were also minting places. These all places were

garrisons as well.%!
5.4 Military Organization of the Arabs

Unlike Persians and Romans, who had organized their armies in pyramidal ranks, Arabs,
before and after initial years of Islam, had a different military set up from its contemporary
world. They used to fight in “tribal units” under their own tribal flags. There was no proper
system of payments as well. Initially, they fought without payments yet, they got a due
share in booty.”? The army commanders of Muslims army were selected from tribat heads
or ashrdfs who were influential and loyal and had the potential to lead the whole of the
tribe in an organized way and who had the courage to organize and coilect taxes from
people under his command.* Arabs, though, had lack of sense of war organization,
however, they were not inferior from their rivals who had lack of moral superiority. They
were, therefore, aware of war tactics. It is also said that besides the continuous struggle of
Arab armies, their luck also contributed to their victories as Ibn e Khaldiin said that “victory

does not depend only on the strength of the atmies....but also on luck and incident”.%*

#ibid., 70.
*|bid., 5-6.
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*Canard, The Arab Expansion: The Military Problem, 72-76.
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Besides developing garrisons, Muslim caliphs also had concerns regarding the
division of army. The right division of army was as important as to conquer an area. Caliph
Umar (RA) shaped his army for the conquest of Irdn in a pyramidal form. The whole army
was divided in ten parts. Every ten soldiers received a leader, then ten bands of ten soldiers
received a leader further. There was further division in the form of the right wing, the left
wing, center, falbiyah, chivalry, infantry and patrolling.”® He also appointed Jrab@’ and

there were also the judges and the officers who were responsible for the division of booty.

Moreover, army also had its experts. For instance, the Caliph Umar (RA) appointed
Abdul Rehman bin Bahili on the conclusion and division of booty. Similarly, Salman Farsi
(RA) was appointed to form army and to identify the ways. Hilal al Hajn was also

appointed as a translator for Iranians and Ziyad bin Sufyan to conclude treaties.”

Arab army developed itself gradually and reached at its best during Umayyad time
period. When we talk about the division of Muslim army we came to know that during
pious caliphate, the Arab army was consisted of infantry (4! rijal), cavalry (Al Fursan),
archers (4! Rumat), service corps (4! Ghilmdn), scouts (Al Taliah), rear scouts (4! Rid),
and Decurion (4mir al Ashrah).’’ The army was consisted of center, a right wing which
was known as maimna, a left wing known as maysara and muqaddima or vanguard.*¥*The
commander of army stayed in the center. Siege warfare was not common among Arabs

rather they liked to fight openly. However, the early siege weapons of Muslims included

¥Hamid Ullah, Siyasi Wathiga Jat, 246.

%|bid., 247-248.
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manyniq and dababa.”® Umayyad army was too strong that to reach cavalry, enemy had to
defeat infaniry which was a wall of spears, The use of this technique became a common

practice under Marwanid period.'%

As Arabs started indulging themselves in other occupations, consequently,
professional troops emerged during Umayyad time period which included both Arab and
non-Arab elements. Eventually, the tribal control had shifted to direct military
control.'” The total Arab migrants in conquered regions numbered about 500,000, while
these conquered regions consisted of about 30 million natives.'? Eventually, Arabs were
coerced to recruit non-Arabs for armed assistance. Consequently, the inclusion of non-
Arab element increased in Arabs’ army. Mostly, talented non-Arabs were recruited in

army, for example, Bukhariyah were recruited because they were brilliant archers.!®

During Umayyad time Period, the sense for armed organization had developed as
they, now, had proper food supplies which not only provide them food in time but also
helped in saving it for future needs.'*Umayyad’s military organization was far better than
previous caliphs as they knew the division of army between vanguard, center, Wings,
rearguard, the distinction between high and low cavalry, baggage train, logistics and siege

machines’.
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Kennedy, The Armies of the Caliphs, 25.
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Moreover, the Umayyad army also possessed food depots and proper food supply
in the form of herds of sheep. Local sheep flocks were also attacked in order to fulfill their
food desires, for instance, before the battle of Qddsiya, Muslims attacked Fayyum and
Nahrain and caught a lot of camels and other flocks of sheep during Ayyam al Laham.'®
The Muslim conquest of Iran had also preserved a lot of interesting facts including a main
concern of Muslims to capture those Iranians who knew modem war tactics so that they
would utilize them in their favor. Gradually, during Umayyad period, battalions of
detainees also started appearing from Sufyanid period and an example could be seen when

Iranian Bukhdriah had their own regiment in Arab army.'®

During Umayyad time period, the concept of shurta was introduced. Initially, they
were known as “choice troops”, but later came to be known as police force. They were
under the command of hdras or commander of guards. Shurat were Arabs, while, haras
were mostly non-Arabs. The reason might be the commanding nature of non-Arabs and the
experience of a well-organized government like Persians.'%” Another important department
was introduced by Ubaidullah bin Ziyad was of urdfa (drif) who were responsible for
controlling the rebels and their activities in their areas. The assurance of absence rebels in
their area was one of the most important responsibility of urdfa. The other important people

were arid who assigned the duty to check the activities of people who refused to fight with

Kharjities,'%

5T abari, Tarikh-i Tabarf, vol. 2, 374.
%patricia Crone, The Poy of Client Soldiers in the Umayyad Period, 286-287.
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The armies settled in garrisons were known as “mugatila” while the armies in Kufa
and Basra were known as “sevenths”.'®® The activities and life of mugatila was under the
command of provincial officers who were responsible for them in their respective regions.
There were almost 50,000 mugdtila in western Irin and Khorasan, When Yazid bin Muhlab

attacked Jurjan, he had 100,000 mugadtila in his army.!!°
There were certain other ranks of army for instance:

» Musliha: That part of army that remained away from army at a distance for
particular reasons.!!!
e

e Sawdif: The part of Muslim army who protect the borders in summers.

» Manzia 'h: The part of army who worked voluntarily or without pay.'!?
5.5 Armaments used by the Arabs

Arabs were, comparatively, inferior in arms from Romans and Persians. However, high
quality of arms were made in southern Arab including Yemen.!'*Arabs had a complete
package of weapons, they not only cover themselves but their horses as well. The covered
horse was known as mujaffaf.' > Moreover, there were helmets commonly known as bayda’
(ezg) or sometimes anf al bayda’ or helmet like a skull and spears or rimah, shields or

dardg were used by a soldier. Coat mail, made of metal, was an important part of weapons.

1®4bid,, 7.
U0bid,, 20.
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Soldiers wore it on their body. Initially, it was used by Romans, however, it became an
essential part of Roman and Sassanid empires. It was too expensive and soldiers wore it

under a cloak. Coat mail was also passed through generations as a prize.'!

Another weapon was Al Mughafir which came down to the chest of soldiers. The
word A/ Mughafir was used for coat of mail. Dir, haldq, jawshan and al hutamiya were
also used for it.'"” Arabs called body armor /a’ma and the man who wore body armor was
known as “mustala'ma fil hadid”.!'® Shields, made of wood or leather, also became the
most important part of Arab Muslim army.''’Stirrups, made of wood were initially used by
Persians, however, Muhlab bin ab1 Safrah used iron stirrups firstly against kharjities.! A

lot of swords and two silver stirrups were found in northemn Iran which dated back to

Sassanid times.'?!

Moreover, swords were also named in Arabs for instance, hanaft sword was named
after Ahnafbin Qais.'?? There short spears with long blade were known as harbah. Another
weapon which was used by Kharjities and show their technological advancement was
hasak or calirops.'*Arabs’ bows or gaws, also known as nab/, were lighter than Persians
bows or nushshib which were comparatively heavier.'?* Archers played the most important

part in Muslim army.'?*
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Wooden weapons were a symbol of distinction between slaves or poor and free
men. Usualiy Bedouins, Kurds, Zanj and Nabti used these weapons as these were cheapest
that everybody could afford. In Abbasid Revolution, these weapons were used as national

symbol of lower class Iranians, %

The other weapons used by the army were:

*  Manjniq: Muslims had learnt the art of using manjnig from Persians. Salman Farsi
(RA) used it firstly in Ta’if.'?’

e Hindam: Probably used to level walls.

o Dabbabah: A multi-store carriage for stone throwers, precursors and archers.
Egyptians, firstly used dabbdbah. Later on, copied by Greeks, Romans and later by
Persians.'?®

» Araday: A wooden house for archers.

* ‘Urraway: a weapon like a small manjnig.

*  Kubdsh: It is an instrument made of wood and iron and used to destroy the huge

walls,!2?

5.6 Garrisons Developed by the Arabs in Irinian Regions

The north and northeastern areas of Iran had due importance because of its strategic

locations. Threats from Romans and Turks always persuaded Iranians (Persians) to have

128patricia Crone, “The Significance of Wooden Weapons in Al-Mukhtar’s Revelt and the Abbasid
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an eagle eye on its enemies. Moreover, after Muslim conguest of Irdn, these areas also
provided a gateway for the conquests towards Roman Empire and Turks. For instance,
Jazira, Armenia, Kirman, and Azerbaijan etc. Consequently, like Iranians (Persians),
Muslims also took effective measures to save their empire and developed garrisons in all

the strategically important areas of Iran.

Before the arrival of Muslims, Iranians also developed garrisons to protect their
territories for instance, Qasr-i Banf Maqatil was a garrison with his leader Nauman bin
Qabisa Al Ta'i.'*® Qadsiya was also a garrison under the rule of Kisra and had a natural
boundary or safety wall in the form of mountains.”' Moreover, to control the revolts of

Iranians, which could create problems to Muslims, it was essential to develop garrisons.

Arabs always fought in deserts. When Muslims conquered Iran, they found
geographically diverse areas as there were a lot of tricky mountains and on the other hand
fertile lands, however, developed garrisons in all kinds of areas which were strategically
important. For instance, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Tabristan were, mostly, mountainous
regions. Besides, there was Ahwaz which was a mountainous as well as an agrarian area
with fertile ficlds and Muslims used to get khardj for their army from here. Moreover,

Kirman, another parrison, was an area of mountains, fertile land and also possessed a

desert.

Caliph Umar (RA) divided the royal lands of Kisra in five parts in which four parts

were left for the settlement of army.!® Moreover if a non-Muslim accept Iskim and takes

WTabari, Tarikh-i Tabari, vol. 2, 427,
3Hamid Ullah, Siydsi Wathiga Jat, 252.
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part in further conquests, he was also benefited with booty. People were settled by in amsar
(garrisons) by Caliph Umar (RA). He attracted people towards garrisons by offering high

pays. These garrisons were, than, populated with local armies which helped Muslims in

further conquests.'*?

All the migrants in garrison cities were registered in diwdns as soldiers and received
their pays on monthly or annual basis as their right. They got a lot of advantages as they
were, except zakah, exempted from taxes.!** These soldiers were restricted to armed
services and were not allowed to indulge themselves in other occupations such as
agriculture or trade. However, the old soldiers were allowed to go and te join further

occupations.

Caliph Umar (RAY) also wrote to Sa’ad bin abT Waqas (RA) to develop observation
posts in mountains and to settle the army near waterfalls and fertile lands.'** Muslim the
caliphs were also careful in developing garrisons and the deployment of army. The army
was divided between the summer and the winter armies. For instance, Abdullah bin Abdul
Malik took the promise from his army that was consisted on the people of Jazira to stay

there for the whole winters,!*

Garrisons were in different areas for instance, a garrison was developed by Muslims
in Manazar by Salma bin al Qin. The whole of administration of Manazar was controlled

by Ghalib, Nahar Tiri was another garrison under the control of Kalib bin Wail Kalbi.

133patricia Crone, The Early islamic World, 311.
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Bib was a city between Tabristan and Bahr e Khizar and always provided a place
of protection to Tabristan from Jurjan. The people of Caucasus used to raid in Iran.
Antshewan built a wall and fixed heavy iron gates and appointed security guards over
there. With the passage of time, people started living here and the city came to be known
as Bab or Bab al Abwab."*It was depopulated because of continuous warfare, so it was
declared garmson and became the place where only army was settled. However, the people
who had some sort of contact with army, whether in the form of traders or suppliers of
arms, lived in the surroundings of Bab.!**The two most important garrisons where the

armies from Kufa and Basra settled were Azerbaijan and Ray.

Azerbaijan was a region in which Muslims showed their interests to develop it as a
garrison. Moreover, they directly controlled the garrisons of Dinawar, Sirwan, Saymara,
Isfahan, Qum, Ray Qavin and Ardbail.!*! A lot of people settled in garrisons in Iran. For
instance, about 691, 5000 people from Kufa came and settled in the garrison of Ray. They
also collected the fay of Ray. Later, in 696 AD, many other small garrisons were developed
and army men were settled over there for instance, 2000 in Isfahan, 3000 in Ray, 4000 in
Kirman.'#

Muslims had a very interesting schedule regarding the settlement of army in these

garrisons. There were six thousand soldiers in the garrison of Azerbaijan, rather Ray had

" Khirshid Ahmed Férig, Hadhrot Uthman (RA} Kay Sarkarf Khutiit {Lahore: Wifaq Press, 1978),
158-159.
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about four thousand. These ten thousand soldiers were replaced every year with fresh army
and every soldier got a chance to fight once in every four years.'*? For instance, Abdul
Malik bin Marwan ordered, after a war with Kharjities, Bashar bin Marwan to return his
army 1 Ray so that they could complete their fixed time span and then to replace fresh

ones. '+

There was also a garrison in Kirman. There were almost four thousand soldiers at
Kirman’s garrison at the time of Abdul Rehman bin Al Ash’ath. Muslims also developed
their armories over there. For instance, Caliph Ali (RA) developed his armory in Anbar
and Ain al Timar. Thalbia also received an armory.'* Moreover, during Abbasid

revolution, Qehtaba found highest number of arms, horses and slaves in its garrison.““5

The areas that were developed as garrisons were also used as buffer states and from
there Muslims also send expeditions to other regions. For instance, Umar bin Habira, who
was the wall of Jazira during the time of Yazid bin Abdul Malik, attacked many times on
Roman regions from Armenia and enslaved the people of the Roman Empire. Similarly,
during 725, S’aid bin Abdul Malik and Muslima bin Abdul Malik attacked from Jazira and
captured QaisarTya. During 735 AD, Marwin Bin Muhammad attacked Roman areas from
Armenia and during 736 AD, Mu’awiyah bin Hisham, Sulayman bin Hisham and Marwan
bin Muhammad attacked Wargis (Darnls) from Armenia. During 737, Marwan Bin

Muhammad again attacked from Armenia and reached at the capital of Khagan.'!
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Garrisons were developed in Askar Mukarram in Khizistan, Shiraz (Fars) and Ard bail and

Maragha (Azerbaijan).'**Zaranj, the main town of Sistan was also made a garrison. %’

Beside outside conquests, the garrisons also provided army for crushing the revolts
inside the state. For instance, Azerbaijan refused to pay khardj to Caliph Uthman (RA),

and consequently were crushed and received the khardj of four lac dirhams.'*

The armies and other people, who were settled in garrisons, in order to fulfill their
economic needs started cultivation in their respective areas. (It should be remembered that
they were not allowed to indulge themselves in agriculture as their armed services were the
supreme priority of Arab government.) For instance, in 670 AD, there were 50,000 families
which were settled in Merv and all of them started cultivating their areas and until 730 AD,
only 15,000 families were left for purely armed services. Similarly, in Kirman, Arabs
claimed abundant lands, while the people from Kufa and Basra claimed the lands of

Azerbaijan and started farming in the region. ™!

Moreover, garrisons became a place for social, administrative and cultural
assimilation.'>? All the taxes were collected in garrisons. On the other hand, garrisons were
the places in which the largest interaction between upper and lower class was possible. A
continuity of old culture and a birth of new syncretized culture having the elements of two

or more societies was also witnessed in garrisons which effected both Arabs and Iranians

*8Husaini, Arab Administration, 159-160.

1895haban, Islamic History: A New Interpretation AD 600-750, 85.
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in long term and made a start of new assimilated urban society. Caliph Umar (RA) also
sent missionaries in garrisons.'>* Consequently, a new religious dimension was added to

the social interaction of two societies turned the lives of both societies.

In nut shell, Muslims not only conquered Irén but also developed garrisons and
settled their armies in the lands of Iran. The development in the organization of Arab’s
army and advancement in the use of weapons ensured a firm rule of Muslims in Irén.
Moreover, a cultural and intellectual blend of Arab Iranians had greatly influenced both

the societies.
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Chapter 6
Economy of Iran under the Muslims

The people of medieval times, mostly depended on trade and agriculture for fulfilling
their economic needs. People used to trade within their own areas or sometimes they
travelled to far off regions for doing trade. Mostly trade was done by land routes,
however sea also benefited people for trade. As far as trade of Arabs with [ran is
concerned, both hiad trade links with each other since_ancient times.'Agriculture was
another source of eaming and people used to do agriculture and cultivate stuffs of their
necessities. Industry was not as important as in present. There were small level industries
in the towns. Morcover, the third main sources of income in the medieval times was
revenue or tax. As the fact is that the medieval time-is famous for wars, so a big source of
earning was the conquest and the tax imposed on conquered people. The taxes had more

importance as it were levied on the foreign traders as well as on conquered people.

When Caliph Umar (RA) decided to attack Iran (Persia), he catch the attention of
people by illustrating the wealth and natural resources of Iran. The Muslim conquest of
Iran not only witnessed the Arab settlement and a syncretism of Arab Iranian culture but
also prompted the economy of Iran. It is right to say that Arab had deeply affected the
economic condition of Iran. They not only settled over there but also involved themselves
in agriculture and trade. The industry of IrAin was also boomed after the arrival of

Muslims in Iran.

IBilgarami, Temaddun-i Arab, 124.
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Muslim played a very important role in developing industry, and agriculture of
Iran but with the passage of time, as the attitudes and economic condition of Arabs
changed, there emerged a class stratification in Iran. The development of gandat system

and fuldnabad effected the whole society of Iran.?
6.1 Fertility and Natural Resources of Iran

Caliph Umar (RA) sent expeditions towards Syria and then captured the attention of
people towards Iran. He used to convince people by saying that the conquest of Tran was
the promise of Allah and that they had better opportunities of trade and other occupations
in Iran. The people of Arabia, mostly, were shepherds and indulged in the trade of
livestock. Caliph Umar {(RA) not only avarice them of good pastures but also of more
occupations.’ He also realized the Arabs that the Iranians were the people who captured
ail the economy of theirs and by conquering Iran the doors of a rich economy will change
their life.*Moreover, there are statements of Harqis bin Zahir al Sa’adt, after capturing
Tustar, that he captured the lands of Hurmazan which were rich in natural
resources."When Muslims, during the time period of second Caliph Umar (RA),
conquered Iran, they imposed certain taxes on them. The second Caliph also gave
instructions regarding the irrigated and unirrigated lands. The governors of the second
caliph also received instructions about the divided and undivided lands. Industry was not

focused initially, however some local industries had grown with the passage of time.

? For details, see “Growth and Development of Industry in Iran under the Muslims”.
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It is evident that Iran had abundance of fertile lands and natural resources.
Moreover, there were a lot of industries and markets in [ranian regions. Ray was ancient
economic center of Iran.® Besides, the natural resources of Iran also helped them in
developing themselves in different provinces of Irdn. For instance, there was a largest
lake of Tran in Azerbaijan (in the west of Tabraiz) known as Urmiya or Persian Chichast.”
The surrounded area of this lake had rich productive lands. Those lands were, most

probably, used by Arab Muslim who, later became the landlords of their areas.

The river of Surkhab, which flow from Tabraiz, was also surrounded by rich
fertile lands. There were many fruits, corn and cotton produced in Tabraiz.? Maragha also
had a lot of fertile lands, rich agriculture and cloth markets. The “perfumed melons” of
Maragha, mentioned by Al Mugaddasi, were very famous.’ Moreover, the two rivers of
Arran, Nahr e Rass and Nahr e Kurr, witnessed its fertility as a lot of fruits such as

oranges, corn, lemons, and figs etc. were produced there.®

The abundant production of variety of foodstuffs also increased the revenue of
Muslim Iran. Furthermore, Ardbail, the capital city of Azerbaijan was extremely fertile
area and famous for honey. Al Miyanj also produced great qualities of fruits.!" A lot of
fruits were produced in Azerbaijan but the area was famous for the production and high
quality of grapes.'”’Hamdan was famous for the production of saffron. There was also the

district between Hamdan and Zanjan known as A’lam, which was famous for vast
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production of grapes, cotton and com.’’ Similarly, Isfahan was a fertile as well as a
commercial city. Attabr silk and cotion was produced and exported from Isfahan.'
According to Al Mugaddasi, “it is the most pleasant town to live”.'* It was a fertile area
with a lot of fruits. According to Al Muqaddasi, Khiizistan was rich in fruits, silk and

cotton cloth, gold, copper and zinc.'®
6.2 Imposition of Taxes

When the Muslim conquered and settled in Iran, they began to administer the different
areas of Iran and imposed several taxes. The Muslims followed the system of taxation of
the Sassanid Empire. In ancient times, Iranians levied taxes on their subjects on the basis
of sharecropping which also included a specific tax on a particular proportion of land.
Later, Aniisherwan, after completion of population census, replaced the sharecropping
system with land tax. He received taxes on crops, for instance, one dirham was coliected
on each jarib (acre) on which wheat and barley and Persian dates were sown and on
every six olive trees. Similarly, eight dirhams for every jarth (acre) of grapes, seven

dirhams on every jarib (acre) of clover.'?

It is important to know that disastrous lands were exempted from taxes during the
Sassanid period. Moreover, Sassanid taxes were collective responsibility of a village.

Another form of tax was jizya. Andsherwin collected jizya in portions from conquered

33strange, The Lands of the Eastemn Caliphate, 196,

¥)bid., 203.
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and common people. However, warriors, priests and the people below the age of 20 and

above 50 were exempted from it, '8

Caliph Umar (RA) followed the tax pattems of Andsherwan, however, increased
one or two gafiz because the extra amount was given to army. He also excluded all the
taxes which were excluded by Aniisherwan.'” Anfisherwin received khard/ from his
subjects according to the heads and wealth of people, and, Muslim adopted the similar
patterns of khardj. However some instruction were strictly followed during Caliph Umar
(RA) time period, for instance, the purchase of khardf land was strictly prohibited.?® Yet,
khar@ and jizya became fay or common property for Muslims.?' Caliph Umar (RA)
imposed taxes on dhimmis according to their class and convenience, for instance, upper
class paid 48 dirhams, middle class paid 24 dirhams and lower class or peor paid 12
dirhams yearly.?* Initially, Muslims received taxes as tribute, but later, they started
collecting taxes on annual basis.?* Caliph Umar (RA) received taxes in the form of kind

like vinegar and wheat, yet, confined it to cash, later.?*

During his time period, Caliph Umar (RA), imposed taxes on the irrigated lands.
The taxes were imposed on different crops with different ratio,*For instance barley per
Jarth was taxed by one to two dirhams annually, cotton five dirhams per jarib, grapes 10
dirhams per jarib, sesame eight dirhams per jarth wheat four dirhams per jarib and oasis

was taxed 10 dirhams per jarth annually. Caliph Umar (RA) also imposed taxes on the
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canals and the wells of Iranians. The reason behind imposing taxes was to avoid the
misuse of canal water and the dominance of certain people. These taxes were less in
nummber and the people had not faced any difficulty in paying these taxes. In fact, these

taxes were less than the imposed taxes of Iranian emperors or Turks or Romans.

As far as jizya is concerned, the taxes were imposed only on adult males and the
people who could have the power to pay. Moreover, the dhimmis who participated in
wars with Muslims, were exempted from jizya.**(They were given two choices either to
participate in the war or to pay jizya. However, it was obligatory for dhimmis to
participate in the wars in order to help Muslims.)The Caliph assured them protection of
their wealth, valleys, lands, liberty and everything as the alteration of jizya. In a letter, the
Caliph Umar (RA) gave liberty to the people of Dahistan to pay jizya according to their
earnings. The Caliph also appointed the officers who collected jizya and add their names
in official registers. Moreover, the wealth and the amount of jizya of every province was
written officially.”’Every province had its treasury in which all these taxes were
submitted. Caliph Uthman {RA) said that he imposed taxes as according to the capacity
of regions and its people. For instance Al Ray, Azerbaijan, Isfahan and Qum.?® Persians
got pensions or stipend from Muslim government as well as from the tribes they

associated themselves with.?*

®Hamid Ullah, Siyast Wathiga Jat, 286,
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Muslims were exempted from jizya, yet, pay their taxes, like “ushar, from the
revenue they acquired from Iranians.**Caliph Umar (RA) also imposed taxes on the lands
which were under the ownership of Muslims. The [ranian lands that came under the
ownership of Muslims after the conquest of Iran were taxed with ‘ushar’’. This was a
good administrative step as Muslims were conquers so there was a threat of dominance

and corruption that was controlled by imposing taxes on the conquerors.

Moreover, the taxes were also imposed on the traders who come from areas other
than Trdn or Arabia. They were bound to pay ‘ushar and that was imposed not only in
Iran but in all the Muslim conquered areas.’? There were categories for the traders for
instance, the Muslim traders paid 2 %%, 5% was paid by dhimmis and 10% by harbis*,
The Muslims were very lenieat towards their subjects as the person who had a wealth less
than 200 dirhams was exempted from taxes. It is also said that Muslims, on the ware of
40 dirhams, had to pay 2 % % tax, while dhimmis had to pay 5% on the preparative of 40
dirhams.3*Abi Misa Ash’ari (RA) informed Caliph Umar (RA) about the payment of
taxes by Muslim merchants when they entered in ddr al harb. Consequently, he started
taking one half ‘wshar from non-Muslim merchants as well** Later, he ordered that if

non-Muslims merchants stayed in dar al salam for six months, they had to pay ‘ushar.
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the property of conquerors.*’ Moreover, the strong hold of governors did not allow Amir
Muawiyah (RA) the proliferation of taxes. For instance, he tried to increasc taxes on
crops by increasing one gairdt on every crop but his governors refused to do so.*
Moreover, Umayyad coin had no proper weight. They increased the weight of their coins

and taxes as well.

The mawalis not only paid jizya but kharaj as well.*> The increased taxes also
became a burden for Iranian farmers who not only paid kharaj but also the traditional
taxes of Sassanians, for instance, ayyin.*® The result of increased taxes was that there was
a great number of people, during Umayyad time period, who accepted Islam because of
the reason that they were not able to pay taxes as the ratio of taxes increased to the
previous tax ratio fixed by Pious Caliphs. These people automatically, after accepting
Islam, were exempted from the taxes like jizya which was a huge support system for
Muslims. Consequently, the received income of Muslims adopted a downward slope
which decreased the outputs of Muslims. During the governorship of Hujjaj bin Yousaf,
he exiled a lot of people from Kiifa and Basra. The reason was that his governors
informed him about the downward trend of taxes because of conversions and settlement

of mawali in urban areas.*’

Moreover, the continuous warfare and disturbances created by kharjities in
Iranian regions from the time of Umayyad Caliph Abdul Malik bin Marwan also

affected the economy of Iran. Unlike other Umayyad Caliphs, Caliph Umar bin Abdul

BDuri, Early islomic Institutions, 107.
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Aziz was lenient towards his subjects as it is evident that during his time period, he
ordered his governors to not to impose taxes on unirrigated lands as these were not equal
to irrigated ones. Moreover, he also issued the orders regarding the receiving of taxes on

irrigated lands to only 7% and to not receive the salaries of tax collectors from public.*®

As Iran had a vast area and a very rich empire so the tax collected from different
[ranian provinces, whether in the form of ‘ushar or jizya or kharaj was high in number.
The kharaj that was collected during the time period of the Caliph Uthman (RA) was 800
dirhams annual. The people of Zaranj in Sajistdn made peace treaty with Muslims on 2
lac dirhams annually and 2 lac slave women.**Moreover, “Bahira” was an island near
Jurjan. It was a very rich area that after its conquest, Yazid asked Idris bin Hanzala to
count the wealth and grain but he was not able to do so. There was plenty of grains that
were uncountable. The area was very rich in barley, rice, honey, grapes sesame and
wheat.>*The area was also rich in gold. Mughira bin Sha’ba was the governor of Caliph

Ali (RA) and later, of Muawiyah as well. He received a lot of money from here in respect

of taxes.”!

Similarly, Jaliilda was a very rich area as the booty received from here had the
amount of 3 crore. Muslims also found a lot of livestock here.*’Likewise, Azerbaijan was
also a rich area as Amir Muawiyah (RA) received one lac of khardj annually from here.
An important issue was the payment of jizya in currency. There were letters of Caliphs in

which his govemors signed treaties with Iranians on the payment of jizya. Now the

“Tabari, Tarik- i Tabari, vol. 6, 47.
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question is that there were different weights as [ranian dirham had a different weight than
Arabic. Even every province had his own weights.”® The Iranian dirhams were known as

“Baghlia”.** They used to transect through their coins.
6.3 Growth of Agricultura! Sector in Iran after Muslim Conquest

Like Arabian Peninsula, Iran had diversity of areas. On one side, the areas were rich in
mountains and natural waterfalls. On the other hand, there were fertile areas, rich in
several crops. When Muslims conquered Iran, the mountainous areas of Iran were also
used for cultivation for instance, Azerbaijin and Jibal. After the conquest of Iran,
Muslims used these lands for agriculture in better ways than Iranians. They not only

continued cultivation on arable lands but also made barren lands useful or arable.

After Muslim conquest, Arab tribes settled in areas like Al-Ray, Isfahan and
Qavin. They built their houses over there and poured themselves in trade and agriculture.
Consequently, these areas emerged as major cities of Iran.>*Sassanid did not know much
agricultural techniques that is why their exports were also limited to a very few products.
Mostly, nuts, dried fruits and saffron was exported.56 However, after conquest, Muslims

started growing the products of their needs.

Before-its conquest, Caliph Umar (RA) was also aware of the fertility of Iranian

regions as he wrote to Sa’ad bin Abi Waqas that Iran is the land of natural beauty and

53Hamid Ullah, Siyast Wathiqa Jat, 269-270.
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command.®® Kirmadn was also inhabited with Arabs who claimed abundant lands.
Moreover, people from Kiifa and Basra also, in lust for lands, claimed their share and

started agriculture in Azerbaijan.5’

Rich fertile lands were always a feast for Muslim army. They were served with
kharaj and sometimes lands of Iran were given to them. Caliphs also used to grant pieces
of lands to army in order to fulfill their expenses. For instance, Abdul Malik bin Marwan,
gave the kkhardj of Fars and the pargana®® of Fasa, Darabjard and Istakhar to Muhlab bin
abi Safrah so that he could be able to fulfill the expenses of army and to fight with
Kharjities.®*Similarly, Ibn e Zubair’s govemor of Hulwadn, Sa’ad bin Hudhaifa bin

Yaman received the taxes of all the parganas of Jibal.”

Moreover, a problem was faced by the Umayyad Caliphs that the people who
were settled in garrisons, started agriculture as occupation or became landlords. For
instance, about 50,000 families were settled in Merv and until 730AD only 15,000

remained intact with military services, rest of the families became landlords.”

As far as fay is concerned, the concept came after capturing the lands of Band
Nadhir.” It is said that during the time period of Caliph Abu Bakr (RA), the concept of

fay was very simple as everything like taxes and booty was considered fay. Later Caliph
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practically as all the forests, mountains and fields were under the ownership of Kisra.®
Thus Muslims declared the forests of Irdn pastures for their cattle as in the case of
Sajistan.?!

Moreover, all the lands of Kisra, that were not divided and could not be divided,
declared as the lands of Government. These lands were not only used for agriculture but
also for the settiement of army. Caliph Umar (RA), divided these royal lands in five parts
and left the four parts for army, the other remaining part was declared governmental.®

There is possibility that these lands were irrigated by the locals or the settled Arabs.

Moreover, the army settled in the four parts of royal lands, was permitted to use
the fifth part as well. So there is probability that army, in unusual circumstances, used
these lands whether for revenue or for settlement. Amir Muawiya fixed sawaf7 lands for

himself.® Yet, the concerted women of Iran were allowed to retain their properties.®

The captured lands were used by the Muslims very well, as after the conquest of
Tustar, the villages of Shaghar and Wariiq received the newly built canals and irrigation
by the Arabs.®The canals of Jazira, Muslihin, Qadsiyah and Safar met at Majma’ ul
Anhar near Wasit.®There were fields of sugarcane in Ahwaz as it was irrigated area had
a good water supply from the river of Tirgis.*’Many canals were also built in Ahwaz.

Moreover, the uncultivated lands of Ahwaz were used by Muslims, they made these lands
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arable.®® A famous canal was also built by Sa’eed bin Abdul Malik in Misal known as

“Nahr-i Sa’1d” %

Arabs also divided the lands of Kirman for cultivation, dig canals and made the
water supply possible to the fields.*’Kirman was also a very fertile area. The people were
also indulged in pasturing. There were also a lot of forests and at its conquest, Muslims
received a lot of goats and camels in Kirman. These camels were known as bakht which

is the best quality of camels.”'Similarly, the land of Abla was also rich in raisins.

Kaskar was another area that was fertile and rich in agriculture. Muslims divided
the fields and gardens of Narsiyan (in Kaskar) with each other.®? There were a lot of
eatables that were received by Muslims, Abhar was another arable area.®> Similarly, the

lands of Stsar were under “Kurds” who were landlords and used to cultivate their lands in

Sisar.?
6.4 Growth and Development of Industry in Irin under the Muslims

Industry provides a major share in the revenues of a country. Irdn, with diverse
geography and attitude, had different types of industries and trade manners. Iranians
developed their industries and trade links with its neighboring regions. There were also
international markets in which traders from different regions came and sold their

products. These markets had different categories which worked even after Muslim
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conquest of Irdn. For instance, during the Umayyad rule, there was a market named
“s@man e mutakhim” in Isfahdn where beautiful ladies were sold.**Khannafas was a

trading center/market where the traders from different areas like Madain or Sawad came

for trade.*®

The industry of Iran also flourished under Arab Muslims. They not only
developed markets over there, but also exported a number of foodstuffs and cloth. For
instance, there were a lot of markets in al Jibal which were known as kurkr.%’ According
to Mugaddasi, “Al Ray is the bride of world”.*® It had rich fertile lands and wealthy
merchants came in its markets. Ray also exported cloth,” Till the time of Al-Mugaddasi,

the markets of Ram Hormuz were developed and there were gates closed at night.'®

Moreover, Tabraiz, city of Azerbaijan, according to Kazwilni, was famous for
velvet, woven stuffs and silks especially attabi silks.'®" Another city of Azerbaijan was
Maragha, in which the village of Ushnuh was famous for horse and cattle trade in
neighboring areas.'”” Marand, another town of Azerbaijan was famous for red dyed

cloth,

During the tenth century, Khundj was one of the important commercial cities of

Al-Jibal, It was famous for the finest breeds of sheep and horses. Moreover, Yaqit called

%Tabari, Tdrikh-i Tabari, vol. 5, 279.

FTabari, Tarikh-i Tobari, vol. 2, 308,

*"Muqaddasi, The Best Division for Knowledge of the Regions, 333.
#lhid., 341- 345.

#Ibid., 345.

19)pid., 367.

®istrange, The Lands of the Eastern Coliphate, 161,

2|bid., 165.



153

it “the paper factory”.'"” While embroideries and carpets, robes of honors and cloaks,
brocade and silk stuffs were made and exported from the city of Shirdz.'™ Kazarin was
famous for the production of fine tinen.'” A lot of linen weavzrs were also present in

Dariz. Kirman was also famous for the production and export of sweet dates.'®

As in Iran, mostly, there were mountainous areas so it is certain that Iran had
mines rich in iron and other metals. For instance, the industry of iron was most
demanding because of army need of Iranians. There were, probably, local industries of
iron and also a great number of labors who used to make these weapons. It is an obvious
fact that Iranians, during the wars with Muslims, came with completely covering their
bodies with iron, They had weapons (swords, armors and others) and body covers of iron.
Muslims considered them the mountains of iron as their bodies were completely shining

and covered with iron.

In Umayyad era, Abu Muslim Khorasani used to made “armors™ and sell it in
Isfahan, Jazira, Jibal and Miisal. There were industries of weapons in Jazira as well as
there were houses of Weapons constructed by Muslims.!"” Pottery and arms like swords

and spears were also exported from Kirman to other areas.'%®

Moreover, it can be said that Ir@n was rich in metals and precious stones other
than iron. Their weapons, dresses, ornaments and even their furniture was decorated with

these precious stones and gold. There are a lot of evidences in which Muslims found
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bundles of precious stones and gold. For instance, Muslims found an artificial camel in
Jalula with a rider who was made of gold and the camel was full of precious stones.
Similarly, a mule was captured by Muslims that was loaded with precious cloths,

omaments and a mule that was loaded with the cloths of Kisrd made of silk and gold.'®”

Early Muslims, probably, made a very less use of these precious stones by
extracting them from mines but the ratio increased when Umayyads came in power. Their
lavish lifestyle witnessed the increased use of these precious stones in their lives. Azd
joined weavers of Merv during Umayyad time period.!'%Iran exported silver in the form

of coins, plates, cups and bowls towards north.!"!

The Persian rulers and their nobility used to wear gold and silver omaments. After
conquest, Arabs also found abundance of gold work on the cloaks and dresses of Persian
rulers. It is obvious that Irdn was also rich in these metals. Al-Muqgaddasi gives the
accounts that there were many gold and silver mines in Iran. For instance, Tabraiz had
abundance of gold mines.''? The city of Al-Shiz possessed gold mines.!"* There was
abundance of iron and silver mines in Kirman.!"* Moreover, a lot of salt and copper was
exported from the salt lake of Azerbaijan.'’® Similarly, Muslims rebuilt Hamdan after its

conquest. There were huge markets of goldsmiths and others in Hamdan.'!
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from Hulwan to Kirmisin to Hamdan than to Savah than to north Ray than to outside Al-

Jibal finally connecting to Khorasan,'**

Furthermore, the glass industry of Iranians was very famous and old. It is said that
they were famous in making of glass vessels and the enameling on these vessels made
them extra ordinary, Mostly, glass vessels were used by upper class of the ruling ones.'*
They used to made crockery as well. The crockery also received the decorated works.
They also used to make decorated tiles, mostly used in the palaces of Kisrd. These
industrics were flourished by Iranians and Arabs. These trends or signs of lavish life
could be seen in the Umayyvads. Persians had a common habit of drinking wine in bowls

which shows that a variety of bowls were made in Iran.'?¢

Leather and cloth industry was also focused by Muslims. During the battle of
Jasar, the flag used by Iranians was made up of the skin of tiger.'?” There is possibility
that people of Iran also used to make carpets or other royal accessories with tiger skin.
Additionally, Persian rugs were famous from the time of Alexander the great and woolen
rugs and silk master pieces were also exported.'*®The carpets industry of Irdn also

flourished that the Arabs also admired their carpets.

The industries of silk, wool and cotton were famous from very early times of Iran.
The produced clothes were exported to Khorasan and other areas. Cloaks were made

from goat’s hair. Moreover, the turbans of Bam were exported to Egypt and Irig.'?® As
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far textile industryv 15 concerned, cotlon, wool, silk and lincn were produced in Iran. Mery

was the first region in which cotion seeds were used.”” India also exported cotlon to

Central Asia.

The Sassanid emperors and elite used to wear sophisticated silk with embroider
patterns of animals or their heroes which was imported from China.””! However, these
patterns were changed after the arrival of Muslims in [rin. On the other hand local
Iranians mostly wore wool."”’When Arab Muslims arrived in Iran, there was limited
production of cotton in lranian regions.!* The reason behind was probably limited
cornmercial importance. Most of the Iranians used to wear linen or silk so cotlon was
cultivated to a limited proportion. Silk, linen and cotten was produced by different
methods in which cotton was the easier one.!**However, after conquest, cotton became
the best commercial product. As far as Arabs are concerned, mostly, nomads used to

wear wool which they prepared, only for themselves, from animal’s hair.'**

The perfumes were also made on local level. The lavish life of Iranians is a
known fact which definitely included different perfumes. There were people who used to
make perfumes. The perfumes were definitely extracted from flowers which show that
there was also cultivation of flowers in Iran. An Arab, Idris, is reported to have business
of perfumes and settled with his family in Jabal."*Nihavand was famous for perfumes.

Fars was always famous for the production of diverse irtar especially the ittar of red
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rose.'?? Jir was famous for the production of red roses. Rosewater was exported to China,
Egypt and Khordsan etc. It is said that Jar also produced palm flower water other than

rose water.'*® Shahpur, the other city of Irdn, was also famous for perfumed oils.

As after conquest, Arabs started settling in Iranian regions and cultivation of
arable or non-arable lands was also appreciated so many new families emerged as
landlords or owners of specific land areas. A system of ganaf or underground canal
system started in these areas. The construction of ganat required a huge area with
abundance of labor, rcsource:s and time. The production with ganat or underground canal
system was much more than with rainfall or any other irrigation system. Consequently,
the profit was also increased. Most of the Arabs, who started living in abandoned areas,
constructed qandts, started agriculture and hired many vassals or tenants. Mostly, these
Arabs cultivated cotton which was a summer crop.'*’(There were two types of crops
grown in Iran; summer crops as cotton, produced by Arab Muslims and winter crops as

wheat and barley grown by Iranians).'*Arabs, outside India, were the first who wear

cotton on such a wide scale.?!

Another important aspect of construction of ganats, hiring of labor, production of
cotton or a particular crop and the dominancy of an Arab family in a particular area was

that new villages stared emerging on their names, for instance fuldnabdd. The owner of
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(Fars). Later another Umayyad coin was minted in Fars and Muhammad Rasil Allah was
the “standard feature of numismatic inscription” of Arabs.'*® Arabic scripted gold and
silver coins were introduced by Caliph Abdul Malik.'"” Umayyad’s minting city was

Dastaba.'* The Umayyads also kept their treasury in Bardha’a.'*’

Non Arabs had different weights. There was a weight known as “misgal”. The
weight of “misgal” was different in certain regions for instance, a misqal could be of 20
gairat, 12 or 10 gairdt. 1t was different in their respective areas. The Arabic coin was of

14 gairat.

Another weight was “madd” which, according to the people of Irdq, was 2 ratal
and according to the people of Hijaz it was of 1 1/3 ratal. Kailja was the weight used for
grains, It is equal to 600 to 640 kg. Qist was a measure equal to the one half of s7 or

1.4/1.7 liters or between 1 and 1.6 k.gs.'®

Products of Al-Jibal
Areas Agricultural | Textile Precious Other Products
Products Metals
Ray Peaches, Munayyar, Combs, Bowls, Large Needles,
Watermelon, | Dyed blue Handicrafts
Plum, cotton, L
Striped
cloaks.
Tabristan _ . . Wood known as Khalanj

145 patricia Crone, Religious Autharity in the First Centuties of Islam {London: Cambridge
University Press, 1986), 25.

7 apidus, A History of Islamic Societies, 61.

198strange, The Lands of the Eastern Cofiphate, 220.

1) kid., 177.
15%Duri, Early fslamic Institutions, 101,
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Qavin Leather Gold Bows of archery, Arrows,
Mint sacks, Mines
Garments
Qum Saffron Cloth o Chairs, Bridles, Stirrups
QQashan Dried dates, Long necked bottles
Tarragon,
Dairy .
products,
Vegetables.
Isfahan Cloaks Over . Salted Meat, padlocks.
cloaks
Hamdain Saffron, Tin Cheese, skin of foxes and marten,
corn, colton Boots.
Products of Fars
Areas Agricultural Textile Precious Other
Products Metals Products
Ghundijan Carpets,
L Cushions, _ -
Curtains
Shahpdar, Jar Rosewater and
_ L . other
waterflowers
Jarham Olives and all | Long Carpets, perfumed oils
types of fruits | Prayer Carpets, _
Curtains,
Sabir Qils of Lilly,
Violet, Palm,
NarcisSiis, Iris, _ _ _
Mpyrtle,
Marjoram,
Citron and
Oranges and
Fruits
Arrajan Syrup of Woolen cloth
Raisins, figs, and Napkins, _ Soaps
Olives Towels
Mahruban Fruits Waterskins . Fish
Siniz . Embroided __ _
Cloth
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Siraf o Towels, Veils Pearls o
of Linen
Diarabjard Oranges, Al types and
Lemon, Nuts, quality of
Dates, Aromatic | Cloth, Carpets, Silver mines Perfumes
seeds, Finest Needlework
Jasmine. Curtains,
Furj Rugs, Barrakan
_ Cloth, Curtains, _ .
Munayyar
Fabrics
Fasa Silk, Blankets
Rugs, Towels,
Silk Coverlets,
o Sharabiyya . Tables
Cloth, Howda
Blankets, Rugs
Istakhar Rice Veils, colth, Special Shoes
waterskin, _ known as
Diver’s “Shimshik”
condiments,
Niriz Saffron Magnesium
o Stone, Iron, o
White Clay,
Black Clay
Products of Khiizistin
Areas Agricultural Textile Precious Other
Products Metals Products
Siis Sugar cane, Finest Silk and o L
Grapes other clothes
Tustar Fruits, Clothes, Rugs,
Vegetables, Silk Brocades, . _
Melon Hawda
Blankets,
Cotton Cloth
Al Askar _ Cloth, Fabrics o _
of Hamp,
Scarfs
Basina . Curtains - -
Qurqub _ Blankets - L
Pickles

JundiSabiir
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_Ugiyah (Ounce) Weighted about 1/12 of English pound.
Rital Weighted one pound
Mann Equal to two rital
Mawat Equal to 20 Ugiyah
Qintar Equal to 1200 Ugiyah or 100 ritais.
Buhar Equal to 300 ritais.
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CONCLUSION

One of the important questions asked for the present study in the beginning was to
identify the region of Irdn or Fars during the medieval ages. The word Iran. to some extent,
was confusing as there were detailed discussions in the relevant sources on Persia rather
than Iran. Thus, it was quite difficult to identify Iran and the areas included in it. Before
the arrival of Arab Muslims, a vast area was ruled by the Persian kings. These areas were,
later, divided between Iran, Iraq, Khorasan, Armenia, Jurjan and Tabristan etc. There is
vague information that which areas were included in Tran and which were the part of Iraq,

Syria and Khorasan after the Muslim conquest.

However after thoroughly going through the sources, and following the discussion
of certain historians, it becomes evident that Muslims have used the word of Iran for some
specific regions. For finding those regions, the present study has developed some units of
measurement. Thus, through looking at the measures of the appointment of governots,
collection of taxes and the dialects or languages of the regions, the study has identified a
rough estimation of the areas of Iran and concluded with evidence that the areas of

Azerbaijan, Kirman, Fars, Khiizistan, Al-Jibal and Tabristan were the part of Muslim Iran.

During the period of Caliph Umar, Arab Muslims started conquering different
regions of Iran after the conquest of Iraq. Gradually, a lot of areas were conquered.
However, it is evident that all the regions of Irdn were not conquered during the reign of
Caliph Umar (RA). Some of the areas like Fars and Tabristan were conquered during the

period of Caliph Uthman (RA).
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Immediately after the conquest of Iran, the Arab Muslims started settling in Iran. It
is significant to know the reasons behind the permanent settlement of Arab Muslims in
Iran. Different factors tempted the Muslims to settle in Iran. It is important to know that
Arabs were always inspired by the wealth of Iran and even, before the conquest of Iran,
Caliph Umar (RA) tempted the Muslim army for the wealth and resources of Irin.
Consequently, after its conquest, the Arab Muslims settled in different regions of Iran
which were either agriculturally rich or had developed markets. For instance, Fars was an
agriculturally rich area and was also a developed commercial area which was connected to
the other regions of Iran as well. Moreover, Khizistan, Qazvin, Tushtar and Hulwin were
also rich agricultural areas and also had great production of fruits and vegetables. The areas

of Azerbaijan and Khazistan were also rich in precious metals.

Besides, one of the other important reasons for the settlement of Arabs was the
consolidation and protection of border areas. That is why, garrisons were developed and
Arab armies and other tribes were settled over there. It can also be observed that most of
the tribes which were settled by Arabs in Iran were warrior tribes. For instance, BanT Abd

Qais, Ban1 Rabiya, Bani Tay, Bant Tamim and BanT Taghlab etc.

There were two types of migration or settlement in Iran. The tribes who were settled
by the Government or Caliph, and the people who were settled independently in certain
regions. The tribes of BanT Azd, Bani Tamim, Bant Taghlab, Ban1 Rabiya, BanT Asad, Bnad
Amr bin Malik, Bani al ‘Amm, BanT Tay, Bani Bajila, BanT Hamdan, BanT Taghlab, Bant
Awad, Bani Kinda, Bani Amir bin Luwa’i and Tayam ul Lat were settled in different
regions of Irdn by Caliphs or Conquerors. While some other people also settled with their

families as individuals.
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The Arabs seitled in Iran as conquerors/soldiers and their army units were based on
tribal formation, thus the initial migrants ware military men settled in triba! factions. A lot
of garrisons were developed in strategically important areas, for instance, Azerbaijan,
Kirman, Isfahan, Qazvin, Ray and Tabristan etc. The Arabs were offered highest pays and
attractive packapes thus they were pleased to settle in these garrisons. Caliph Umar (RA)
also settled them in fertile areas which most probably increased the number of Muslim
armies in Iranian regions. A very important effect of these settlements was that they
socially assimilated themselves with Iranian slaves or others and new patterns of society

and culture were introduced to them.

It is the fact that, in the initial years of outward conquests, the Arabs fought for
booty and were always ready to get their share. Beside their religion, a great part of their
enthusiasm was developed on their fervor for booty. Consequently, as the conquests
increased the proportion of booty, Arab Muslims became more enthusiastic to conquer
more areas. Moreover, the wealth of Iran was always an appeal to Arab Muslims so they
were easily attracted to conquer it. Later, as the proportion of conquests and booty or wealth

increased, the need for new recruitments increased.

A lot of recruitments were done occasionally, for instance, during the Umayyad
period, a lot of expeditions were sent towards north and northeast of Iran which inclined
Umayyad governors to make forceful recruitments. Most of the times, the undesirable
people became prey of these governors. Moreover, slaves and other volunteers were also

recruited for expeditions or to curb revolts.

Besides, before the Muslim conquest of Iran, there were Iranian armies which were

converted to [slam and were appointed in garrisons. These army groups included Asawira,
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Bukhariya and Hamra. Jund-i shahanshah was also an important military band of Kisra
who later converted to Islam. Moreover after Muslim conquest of Iriin, these groups fought

for Arab Muslims in different conquests.

The average Arab soldier as well as the non-Arabs were paid. [nitially they were
paid in the form of booty. Later, Caliph Umar (RA) also fixed payments (atd) for the
soldiers. Besides getting ata from the caliph, they were also rewarded with fragments of
lands which became a huge source of food and revenue for them. Gradually, Umayyad
caliphs started paying their soldiers less as compared to the pious caliphs which decreased

their eagemess to fight inside or outside the Muslim empire.

As far as the administration of Irin was concemed, the caliphs ruled the area
through their governors. The Caliphs were concermed about their governors and observed
their activities. For instance, Caliph Umar (RA) appointed governors and was very strict to
them. However, the history also witnessed some lenient policies of caliphs. The leniency
of Caliph Uthman (RA) had made governors to work with their own desires. However, as
the time passed away, the tussle between Caliph Ali (RA) and Amir Muawiya had
developed uncertainty as both had tried to expel each other’s govermors. Consequently, a
warlike situation had surrounded the Muslim empire and people from conquered regions
had refused to pay kharaj. However, the Marwanid time period again witnessed concord,
and the consolidation of the empire by the Caliph Abdul Malik resulted in the appointment

of strict governors who held their control on the affairs of Iran.

The Arabs’ development of garrisons and settlement of tribes in Irdn had also
effected the relationship of both with each other. Before the advent of Islam, Arab and

Iranians, both had a multi relationship with each other as friends and foes. After conquest,
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the assimilation of both cultures and the relationship of rulers and subjects witnessed a

diversity in nature.

The reign of Caliph Umar witnessed a leniency towards his Iranian subjects. He
replaced the word of jizya with charity because it was humiliating for Iranians and they felt
dishonored. Caliph Umar (RA) also gave great respect to the royal families of Kisrd and
Iranian aristocracy. Those who accepted Islam, were given equal rights to Muslims, as well
as, they were also appointed in different regions to collect taxes and to take care of their
respective\ regions. These aristocrats, who were dihgans and marzabans, were well aware
of the nature of Iranian people and actively controlled people and collected taxes. For
instance, Hurmazan, who was appointed in his own areas from where he collected taxes

and sent them to Medina.

A very important fact is that the dihgans of eastemn Iran were more powerful than
the western Iran. Therefore, the appointment of Iranian officials was strategically a wise
decision as they could effectively control their own areas. Moreover, these aristocrats and
the people from royal families of Kisra also received payments which discouraged them to

revolt against Muslim empire,

Another important aspect of Arab Iranian relationship was the acceptance of Islam
by Iranians. The people of Iran from all the classes, either aristocrats or army men and men
or women, accepted Islérﬂ. Furthermore, the people of Iran not only converted but also
adopted the Arab names and associated themselves with some Arab tribe. Consequently, it
became difficult to identify the exact conversion ratios. Unlike pious caliphs, the Umayyad
rulers gave a very low status to their converted subjects. They had to pay taxes like non-

Muslims and were treated as low grade citizens,
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Besides, the rebellion of Iranians in different phases also throw light on Arab
Iranian relations. The period of Caliph Umar (RA) had not witnessed a lot of rebellions,
probably, because of the broken and shaken pride of Iranians and their power. Yet, as the
time passed away, and a tussle for power had started amongst Arabs, Iranians took the
advantage of these circumstances. The internal disturbances, the continuous change of

govemors and the low status of newly converted Muslims had urged Iranians to revolt

against Arabs.

A new group or sect, known as Kharjities, also emerged between the tussle of
Caliph Ali (RA) and Muawiya (RA) which always disturbed the Umayyad caliphs and time
and again raised revolts. They also get shelter and a great support from Iranians. The Arab

settled tribes in Irdn had also joined Kharjities and assisted them in their revolts.

Besides, as Arabs settled in Irdn in different forms and developed their colonies and
garrisons over there, they also had a great contribution in developing the economy of Iran.
Most of the times, tax was the biggest source of income for Muslim. However, as the passed
away and Muslims developed a firm hold in Irdn, they indulged themselves in industry and

agriculture which boosted their economic condition.

The industry of Iran was flourished after the arrival of Muslim in Iran. Different
sorts of cloth, rugs and accessories were manufactured in Iran. There were huge markets
and trading centers in Iranian regions which increased the revenue of Iran. The Iranian
manufactured goods were exported in different areas as well. Besides the development of
industry and a rise in trade, Arabs were also involved in agriculture. As they were not very
well aware of agricultural techniques so they were, mostly, converted in landlords and

started ruling their lands which were cultivated by their slaves or peasants. The fertility,
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availability of natural resources and the development of canals in Iranian regions had also
contributed in enhancing the landlords and peasants culture in Tran. A class stratification

also emerged in these regions which had long lasting effects on later generations.

In a nutshell, the Arab Muslims not only conquered Irn but also contributed a lot
in developing its different regions. Besides getting a lot from Iran, they not only introduced
Arab culture to Iranians, but also adopted their culture and syncretized it with their own.
Moreover, they also constructed canals, buildings, and bridges and added a lot to enrich

the economy of Irén.
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