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Abstract:
Asweallknow,tlratinlslamthereareconstantsandtherearcvariables.Someof

Shan,ah commandants change with the cl.range of tirnc ancl space; same is the case with

Da,wahrnethodologythatrr.rayalsochange,withthechangeofperson,placcarrdtirne.

As a mattcr of fact, it is the duty of Dai (preacher) to understand the circuffrstances and

acloptarrappropriatemethod,inthelightofQuranandStrnnah,toresolveacertainissue

or ro lrnc1 a rvay out under critical circuurstances'

ThisisastudyofDa,wahStrategyinaSecularstate:Acasestudyof

NajmuddinErbakan Moven.rent in Turkey'

while being a str,ident ol Islarnic Da'wah, and having a clream to figure or'rt Da'wah work

in a broader perspective, I have been dceply intercstcd in thc study of Islanic

Movements, their methodologies, failures and success examples. This interest further

pushccl rnc to take up thc case of Erbakan lrlovellent, Turkey to ponder upon, as in my

humble opinion to date; this experience has a lot of lessons of wisdom and insights inside

in it for all the Islamic movements, Da'wah organizations and think tanks round the

globe, to leam frorn it. So, I have chosen this topic to learn fronr this uniquc Da'wah

experience and provide somewhat valuable str,rdy for others, in human capacity, to bene fit

I'r'om it.

A short histolical review would help understand the topic better'

The caliphate was legitimatelyeliminated on March 3, 1924 and a new era began

which was very much different from the plevious era in altlost all aspects' The

elimination of the caliphate was followcd by awide-ranging cffort to separate the

governrnental and religious associations. Mustafa Kamal Ataturk brought a series of

ciranges in political, social, economic, legal, educational areas. Numerous restrictiotls

r.r,cre imposed to reshape the Turkey as a secular nation state, where practicing religion in

any spherc of life was outlawed. These changes weleput into practice under the headship

of Mustafa I(amal Ataturk (1881-1938) in harmony with I(amalistdogma.



'l.hctransformationbeganwiththeso-calledmodemizationoftheconstitution'

includingendorsingthenewConstifutionoflg24'andtheadaptationofEuropeanlaws

and jurisprudence to the needs of the ner'v republic' It rvasfollowed by a detailed

secularization and renovation of thc management' wirere main focus was on the

educationalstr.ucture and scheme. The growth of industry was encouraged by strategies

stlclrasimportsubstitutionandtheinitiatirrgstateenterpriseandstatebanks.Main

rlroltgl-rtbclrincltlresereformswasthebeliefthatinorclertobernodernize,Turkish

socicty would have to westemize itself both politically and culturally. Interestingly, all

thiscouldnotuproottheattachmentandloveforlslarrrfrontheheartsandmindsof

Turkish peoPle.

To encourter with secular ideologies, the Islarlic Moveurents did not cottrprotnise

rather they chalked out a comprehensive strategy keeping themselves in the constitutional

fi.arne\r,ork oi thc country and NajuudclinErbakan is the most promising name in this

rcspect..l.lrepoliticalphilosophyofErbakan;MilliGorus,emphasizethespreading

outlslamic ethics and ideals in Turkey and to keep distance fromthe negative impacts of

the west focusing closer relations to Muslim states. A scrics of Islamic parlies were

initiatedbyErbakanandalllrispartieswerebannedoneafteranotheraccusedofhaving

Islamic or anti secular agenda. Er-bakan continued his struggle and in a period of ahnost

half a century the Islauric movements were able to regain political power even though in

a ltarrowef scnse. Islam was restricted to the hearts of believers and mosqtles' while

M*slirns were considered assecond-rated people in the country. with Erbalcan, Muslims

oftoday,sTurkeybelievedthattheymusthavethestrongestrighttobeheardinthe

potential of their country. He was, for many' surely the unchallenged leader of the

Islamic Political movement.

In a period of aln,ost half a century the lslamic movements were able to rcgain

polilical powcr cven though in a narrower scnse. They are still finding their way' despitc

ups ancl downs, from time to time, in the constitutional framework and moving ahead'

ThisworkexplorestheexperienceoflslamicrestorationinTurkcythroughthe

analysis of Islarnic movemcnt of Erbakan' Islamic revivalisrn is not a new phenomenon



aSlsiallliclristoryisconstantlypunctuatedbylslarnicresufgence.Itskeyprincipleisto

returntolslamicorigins,valtlesandfundanrentalsoftlrefaitlrclescribedintheHoly

Qur'an as well as the Sunnah' Revival of Islam in Turkey has its roots in Muslim

responses to Kamalists sccularization and nationalization process' The thesis argues that

the Islarlic movement of Erbakan played a ctucial role in the revival process and

contributedalot,Itwasduetotheeffortsoflslamicpeoplethatinthelastfewdecades

rhere havc been a considerable increase in Islamic perccption in Turkey' Erbakan'

lslamic movements shielded the national and spiritual values of Turkish people' Due to

all his efforts Turkey to some extent retllrned to its historic rolc' Erbakan left a Turkey

which is much more at ease r.vith itself and its place betrvcen Middle East Europe and

then it used to be in Past.

Aims and Objective of this studY:

.l.lrisstudyaimstosignificantlyrecognizethekindofopporfunities'difficulties

andchallengesinthewayofDa'wahinasecularstate.onecaneasilyunderstandthat

complexity and diversity of situation would not be the same evcn in all secular countries'

That is why; I have chosen the case sftrcly of Erbakan movetlleut, Tr'rrkey' to have a closc

look,onDa,wahstrategies,fan-riliarizingmyselfandthereaders,withtlrestateofaffairs'

in social and political contexts'

Hypothesis:

Manylslamictnovementshaveemergedduringlg.hand20thcentury.Eachof

themhasitsownsignificance.SomeoIt,lretnhavebcenverypopularandinfluentialbut

being to come and remain into powcr for a very considerable time is the peculiarity of

non-other than the Erbakan Movcment in Turkey, Like others they also faccd ups and

do*,ns.

liris thesis is an effort to trace, explore and ana\yze the raystery behind this success

story. I,Iow they were able to educate and convince masses in a secular country? what are

the distinguished features of their strategy or schemc of wolk? And what they have

delivered especially on social welfare fi'ont or achieved so far?



Literature Review:

Ilravefoundanutrrberofbooksontlristopic,rnostoftlreE,rrglislrwritirrgsgivea

biascd view about the Da,rvah efforts there and present Islam as a threat not only for

.lurkeybutalsoforthewholewestatlarge.Also,theycriticizeErbakanandhislslanric

rnovcmcrlt plejudicially. Every strategy and policy of Erbal<an is criticized just because

lieisaMuslim.Thesethoughtsareevidentinthefollowingbooks:.'Revivalofmodem

Islam in Turkey" by UrielHeyd, "Turkish lslam and secular state" by HakanYavuz and

"A Changing Turkey: Threat to Europe and USA" by lleinz Karamer and "The

nrobilization of political Islam in Turkey" by EligurBanu'

,,!s}.1/4dlii.)LYliS>'ll''!yMustafaMulrarrrtnad,alsoNuayni,AhmadNuri'

bool< u# iJy:Jl1 ,;rll u# gl !..Jl {-}J:' a*'l;r qJGi-^J taJ;l'- :!s: 
"'l 

i':Jdl iJ.")t-'Yl gtSJJl

#:is a getrcral introduction of Islamic lllovemel1ts and short srrrvey of political history.

While .,Tlre A to Zof tlre ottoman Empire,' by SelcukAksinSomel, give a brief account

of Turkish history before and secularization'

I intend to present an objective picture ofsiluation especially to the English readers'

Research MethodologY:

Asmythesisisacasestudysonrainly,Ilraveadoptedtlredescriptiveresearch

methodology. Description and interpretation of events and circumstances since the

beginningofthemovementstillplesentdaywasfocalpoint.Ihadalsofollowed

analyical and critical method in this str.rdy. The objcctive analysis was to explore the

Turkish history since secularization to the current day clevelopments while objective and

r.rnbiased criticism remained an essential tool to highlight achievements and shorlcomings

in dillsrcnt Da'rvah strategies.

Thcsis outline:

This thesis is divided

short history of TurkeY beibre

into four cl.raptcrs. Chaptcr one contains the definitions'

secularization, wl.rich is further divided into four periods;



the Emergence and Progressive Period, Expansion Period' Declining Period, and the

CollapsePeriod.Thechapteralsoanalyzcstlrecircumstancestlratlcdtosecularization'

Chaptertwosc-IectivelytalkabouttheseculartraturcofTurkeybydiscussingits

constittttion' Discussion is extended to two stages; first when the process of

sccularization began rvith Kamal Ataturk' reforms and second when constitution was

secrrlarizeparticularly,atsoitsconsequences.Includinglrowlslambasedstruggle

succeeded in the secular country somehow'

ChapterthreelooksatthelifeandpoliticalstruggleoftheNajrrtr"rddinErbakan.

Moreover it describes the different phases of the Islamic movement frot.n the beginning to

ctlrrent.Whilechapterfour,investigatetheRefahPartyofErbakanindetails;fromits

organizational scftrp to its Da,wah and social welfare strategy. lts Foreign policies are

also cliscusscd in this chaPter'

Inlasttheconclusionisgiven.Itcontainssummaqrofthewholeworkandsome
important findings.
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Introdnctiotr

1.1. Definition of Secularism

Translatingthetern-r..Secuiarisnr,,isindeedatediousjob,asthereisnosimilar

rvord in stan<lard Arabic, Persian, or Turkislr that is accuratell4he identical to ..secular,' or

,.sccularisnr,,.AnearlyillusiontothetermwasdrawnfromtlreQura,nicword,..Dahr''

u,hich rcfcrs to Atheistsl'

Someothers,lookingforapropertranslatiorrof..secularism,,chose..ladini,'

which translates as ..nonreligious" or "irleligious". A subsequcnt new exprcssion was

"Ilmanilya" (from Iha; Scieuce) or "almaniyya, 
ri;\^l*ll' (this worldly) came in reaction

to the Frcr.rch word Laicism, it emergecl in the Muslim world at the end of the 19th cennlry

in the clictionary of a Christian Lebanese scholar'2

SecularismisoftendetainedbytheFrenchtermlaicitc,and,isffanslatedas

"religious neutrality of public institutions" 
3

Anymovementinsocietylreadingawayfromothcnvorlcllinesstolifeoneatlhis

secularism.Tilerewasastrongpreferenceforreligiouspel.Sonstolookdownonhuman

aflairs and to deliberate on God and the afterlife in the Europcan Middle Ages (thc period

lrom the collapse of Roman civilization in the 5th century to the period of the

lienaissance the l3th, 14th, or 15th century). As a result to this medieval trend'

secularismdemonstrated itself in the dcvelopment of humar.risma, at the titre of the

renaissance;whenpeoplewerelnoreinterestedinhumancultrrralaccornplishmentsand

tlrepossibilitiesoftheirexecution.Themovenrentonthewaytosecularizationhasbeen

inevolutionformanydecadcsandhasoftenbcenregar<ledasanti-Christianandgenerally

anti_r.e1igious. However, in the last half of 20tl'century, some theologians

initiatedsuppor.tirrgsecularClrristianity.TheyrecommendedthatChristianityshouldnot

rrgnaczGoldziher,,.DaSriyya,. in Encyclopedia of Islam, Ncw ed., Voll 2. Leiden: Brill' 1960' p'95-97

l John Keane, "se.ulu'i"i'1 t"' ;;i; il;;;uand and Ronuta L'Ntttt"r' eds' Religion and Dcmocracv

9-fr:r:;"jl"I5l1i,iorX'o'^l,t,.""ysar, ,,Scc.rarisrn, women an<l lrrc Sratc: thc Mcditc'anean rvorld in

?Ii:jjl',il 1:'i,?'3i?3;"t il.riorrary or^phiro::pf,yr,t,u,,uni,m is philosophv concealed to e,Tphasize

human *,ellare and dignity, gencrally pretbrs critical th;1k,ng und tultltntt over established doctrines or

laith.

t2



Introthrcliotr

beconcernedonlywithtlresacredandtlreotherworldiy,butthatmanslrotlldfindinthe

worldtheopporturritytopromoteClrristianvalue.Tlresetheologiansdefendthatthereal

irnplicationofthemessageofJesuscanberevealedandsatisfiedinthedailydealingsof

sectllar urban living' I Most common definition of secularism is that; Secularism is

rclrrovalofthedominationofreligiousarrthorityfrorrrdiversespireresofsociety,or

Socialmovementthataimstodistractpeopleexpressedinterestintheafterlifetothe

worldlY life onlY'2

1.1.1. Multiplc Contcxt of Secularism

r A belief that discarcls religion' especially in

shor"rlcl have no position in civil affairs'3

morals, the aPProach that religion

. ,,secularity (adjective)refers to ,,worldly" or "temporal", is the condition of being

separate from religion' or not being absolutelyassociated to any particular

r4
retlglon.

lAsystemofpoliticalorSocialbeliefsthatrejectsatlformsofreligiousdevotion

andworship.orthevisiontlratprrbliceclrrcationandfrrrtheraflairsofcivilpolicy

shouirl be carry out withor'rt the preamble of a religious factor' s

oAmovementheadingawayfrorrrotlielworlcllinesstolifconearth.6Accordingto

Barry A Kosmin: "secularism and secularity" secular and its cognates signify a

range of Phenomena' including:

a) 'fhe "mere" absence of any direct reference to transcendental or supematural

iclcas or phcnomena (as in the "pure1y" economic or political or technological)

;" -"- t".-'*tt" tritannica ' "secularism" "ot']9'n'311r,r, Sratc: 1''c Gttlcn M.vctncttl" Sytocusc

'ti. *ir"r..txr*', john L Esposito "Ttrrkish Islanr and tlrc

UnivcrsitY Press, 2003 P- i 5

;T[ X,i:l.:l-,1:,],,?;'J';illl;,-rv o, Eng,ish,anguage

: ? [t'i : iJ 

":,:"'-1 

I o p c d i a Bri t ann i c a ,''S c cu I ari s m" V o I : 1 0' p 5 e 4
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Introduction

b)Recessionorminirrrizationofthevisibilityorroleof..religion''insocietyasan
institution o. u g.nttui 

'ocial 
force' or restriction of its fomral influence or

role in the administration of govemment

c)Personalindifr'erencetoorneglectofmatterstranscendental,supematural,or

nretaPhYsical.

d)Affirmativeorhostilerejectionoftranscendental,supernatulal,ormetaphysical

ideas, phenomena, or religious institutions'

e)Lackofpersonalidentificationoraffiliationwitlr..religious''traditionsor
institutions (regardless of personal metaphysical stance)'

0suboldinationoftnetaphysicaltootherconsiderationsinselectedcontextsotin

general.

1.1.2. Main features of secularisnr

The basic argument in sccularism is not essentiallyaurong religion and the world'

The conflict is olten involving the forces of tradition, which tcnd to promote the

dornination of religion and holy law' and the forces of transformation'

.I.hetenrr.,secular,,iscurrentlyusedinsociologicalliteratureforthestateofa

societythatisusuallyproficientofsupportingalevelofdifferentiationandgentlenessin

its value sYstem.l

Italsocallsfortlrelessinrportanccofthereligionforsociallife,aspeople.

Ireclings, dedication and faitht'ulness should less and less relative to religion'

..I,o1iticalsecu]arism,,Ieferstother.elatiorrshipbetweentlrer.eligionandthgstatg,

anci it alfirms that the churches and the state are neatly separated'2

rBcrkes.Niyazi, "The Dcvelopmcnt of Sccularismin Tr'rrkcy" McGill Univcrsity Prcss 1964'p'6

2John L. Esposito, e,"ua gf-pirii .f.,", ;if,. O-f"rd Han;bo;k;lslam and Ptlitics"' Oxford Universitv

Press,20 I 3,P.70

t4



Introductiorr

The sense of socially secular concerns the fact that society should not be

influencedbylaw,politicsandeducationisgeneralandbeconelessandlessfrequently

use religious rituals'

Wtrileintermofplrilosophyorideasitmeansthatreligiousbeliefsandviews

should not be consider as divinely, they should be regarded as humanly constructed'1

Laicizationinlirenclrissometirrresusedassynonylxouswithsecularization,but

theEnglislrtermsecuiarizationhasananowerconnotations:2itrefersspeciaiiytothe

abrogatior-rofpriestlyofficesandjudicialroles,teachir-rgsandsocialwork,tospecialists

for wl'rotlr theological qualifications are no longcr necessary or appropriate'

1.2. Short History of Turkey before Secularization

AnkaraisthecapitalofTurkeywhilelargestcityislstanbul.Thecountry'sofficial

language is Turkish, spoken natively by approximately 85 pcrcent of the popuiation' Thc

areaolTurkeyisT83,562kmandtotalpopulationisTT'695'g04wherehugemajorityof

the poPulation is Muslim'

Gcographically,.ftrrkcyformsanaturalbridgebctweentheoldworldcontinentsofAsia,

AfricaandEurope.TurkeyisontheMediterranean'withg1ohofitstenitoryinWest

AsiaandtheMiddleEast,andwithasmallsectioninSoutheasternEuropeseparatedby

theTurkishStraits'WiththeBlackSeatotlrcnortl-randtlreAegeanScainthewcstand

Meditenanean Sea to the southrvest, 
.lurkey is surorrndcd by Bulgaria and Greece to tlre

west,Anncnia,AzerbaijanandGeorgiatothenofilreast,sl,ria,IraqandLrantothe

sot(ileast.'[lrecountryisencircledbyseasontlrreesidesandTurkeyistheworld,s3Tth-

largest country in tenns of area' Turkey also contains thc Sea of Marmara in the

northwest'3

LTurkislrlslarnandtl,resccularState:ThcGulen-Movemcnt.o.l5
2Bryan R. wilson,,,seculrir;1;;;;;;F;p.aiu orn.iigiJn, id. Mirccauliadc Mrcnillan' l9e5 p 15e-

165
r 'l.he world Factbook, https://www.cia gov/library/publications/the-world-facrbook/geos/tu 

html visited:

JtrlY 20,2015
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InlrodtLcti.ort

TURF
O\]LGANIA

(c)

(d)

Ankara

Declining Period (1 774-19 14)

Collapse Period (19 14-1 922)

sYlllA

-I.urkeyhasoldheritageofthehistory.ItwasinthesixthcentulythatMongols

canrehcreandsettleddownandalmostintheeighthcenturyIslamwasintroduced.After

tlrcclorvnlhllofAbbasidsthceraofseljuk,swasstarledwhichalsolastedformorethana

ccllturY.

For a cursory view, Turkish history particularly Ottoman era can be divided into

the lollowing lour Parts:-

(a) The Emelgence and Progressive period (1299-1520)

(b) Expansion l'eriod (1520-1774)

ffiorld.colrVturkey.capital-map.html,visited:July20,20I5
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1.2.1. 't'hc [')nrcrgcnce and Progressive period

.fhephrase..ottoman,,indicatesthenat"rreoftlreDl.nasty'sfounder,Usman

("Ottoman" in English)' The O$oman family was a part of the Kayr tribe of

oghuzsTurks,whomigratedtolraninthegtl.Ccntury.UsmanBeywasselcctedasleader

witlrthehamonyofallotlreroghuzTribemen.Historically,allthemenoftheruling

lamily had acomparable right to claim the throne in Turkey.l Tlre ottomans eliminated

thepracticeof<lividingtheirlandsbetweendifferentinheritors,differingtotheroving
.fLrrkislrpracrice.Tlrisalterationl-radcausedbloodystrugglesfortherulebetweensiblings

andfurthermoreitsthenraincauseofbreakdownoftlreirStatesinverylittieperiod.This

radicalchangeappearstobetheoneofthemaincausestoenabletheottomanstogrow

over the next century into one of the whole world's supreln. ki,gdour'

In accordance r.vith a famous saying of the Plophct Muhammad (Peace bc ttpon

him), rvhich consecrated the objectivc of capturing Constantinople2' many Muslim and

.l.urkish corurnanci'rs and captors tried hard to attain the dignified goal' The city was also

havingavaststrategicandsynbolicsignificance.SultanMuhammad-Ilfinallytookover

the command of Constantinople on May 29' 1453' He was given the title of Conqueror

(Fatih). The Ottomans wera by then a rvorld po\vel' After the conquest of

Constantinople'theottonranstlltanstechnicallyassertcdtobethesuccessorsofthc

IlomanEmpire.PopcPiusll3acknowledgedthisasseltionofriglrt'Theottomans

clcclar.ed Istanbul their capital instead of Edirne shortly after having control ovcr the city'4

I(eepinginviewapossiblethreatfromthelJast'sultanMuhammad-Ilconquered

AnatoliaandamalgamateditintheottomanEmpire'Toattainofacentralizedand

reliablecontroloverthetenitory,Muhamrnacill,snrcasuresincludedelirninationofall

possiblemembersofirisfanrilylikelytoseekarighttotlrethrone.Thepracticeof

ISlt]cirnanscytli,..Anoutlineof2000ycarsofTurkishHistory,,.Ankara;MinistryofCulttrrcandTourism
nLrblicotion, 2009 P 76-80
1..\.eL,ly. coI1>lrtrtinoplc shall bc conqrLcrcd, its comtltandct shlll be tltc bcst corntnantlcr cler rnd his ar:try

shail be the bcst army "t"; 
;'ilitb";;ni' ut-l't''ju"l-Kabir 2:38 lll216'

r t,ius-il was the head "i c.irr"i""C#.r', r.o*^r+ss'io"i+oi rit remained-engaged in planni,g rvar

asainst the Ottoman Turks, who had conquered c*riuniinopit in 1453 And finally lie called for a new

cirsade against the Ottomans'
a An Outline .P.83
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lllur(lel.il-lgtlrerrraleinheritorsofaprirrcewhcnlrebecomesarulerr,vasjustifiable.By

tlrisrvaytheyavoideclrisingsandoppo[entclaimstothethrone.Byadoptingthisunkind

policyhesucceededtointrocluceaNewWorldorder(Nizarn-rAlam).MulrammadIIhad

twoheirs,Cemandl}ayezidll,bothclaimedforthepower.RcsultantlyBayezidllcame

forward as a successor ofhis fatherl'

I}ayezidllencounteredtwosignificanttlrreatsfromMemluk.sMuslimstate2,and

Salhvicl,s3Statcrespectively.TheottomanscampaignagainsttheMemluk'sformore

tlran6yearssta(edinl4S5rerrrainedfruitless.Lateronin1516.15lTbothEgyptand

Syria become part of Ottoman's monarchy' The holy cities of Makkah and Madina also

fellundertheircontrol.FromsultanMrrlrarrrmadllonrvardthcottomanshadadopted

postureofMuslinrWorld,slcader.Thesafaviclstlrreatrvasdifferentinnature

fron-rMemluks'ThcbrrddingoftheSafavid,sinlrantrndcrthesupremacyofShalr

Isr.naila, posed a remarkable threat to the Ottomans' The Safavids were believers of

Shi,isnrandqr'riteuntr.ierrdlytotlreottomanState.DuringthelastyearsofBayezid,sera

SalavidpropagatedagainstottomanEmpireoptimallyandanotableshi'i-inspiredrevolt

among the Turks tribes of Eastern Anatolia was witnessed5'

1.2.2. ExPansion Period

Thereafter,camesuleiman-t61tszo-1s66)whotookovcrthereignofapowcrftll

lrr]pirccomfortably'Suleiman.Iwascontemporarian,butaharcl-hittingrivalofthe

IlomanlinrpcrorC}rarlcs-V(1519-56),[rancis-lofFrance(1515-47),Henry-VlIIof

Englancl(150g-47),andlvanofRussia(1530-84).UndertheablecornmandofSrrleiman-

lSelcukAksinSorrel, "The A to Z of the ottomall Empire"' Vol; l52 Scarecrolv Prcss' 2010' p 40

2A state locared in,.,.,.ai.uuie-gfr,,r'iii.rr.a fronr the ao*"r'ii"itr" Ayyubid Dyrrasty till thc conquest of

Fgy pr by ottotnans 
"" ' 'il 

'd'11"'t" Lii* s^rt''-[ conottcrctl Cairo on January 20

r.lhc safavid,s oynurty *u, ilrori important av"*tv "irlt.". 
irr.tiot ruled thc. greatest Persian Enrpirc

a{icr the conquesr "f 
,,,'" ;;;,;i ii,i","J th; ,'"elv;'sc';;f of Sf"ti" Islam as thi oftrcial religion They

rrc|c cottltt'llitrg f r.tn. n"'f'uUln] A't"t'"^ tnost ot',['ao Ctotelt' also pcds olPakistan and 1\rrkey'

, Srral rsu*Lil ,, n. rn. rounjJriil.irria dynasry. H. rL;;; ;ii;i tran uv tsoo' and convcrted Iran f'otn

Sr,ttttii ltl Shia Islam'

5An outlinc. P 87
6suleiman I rvas son of Sultan Salem I. In his era ottoman <lynasty- gained a pitch of greatness and

prosperity. H" is co'o-oii it'ignu"a by Europcan rvriters "the Magnificcnt"'
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i, thc Ottorlan Empire maintained the stafus of a world power'l They played a very

important role in the world politics' His plans to weaken Roman Enrpire and Rotnan

Catholic Church succeeded by and large'

While Ottomans were engaged at the fronts of Europe' the Safavids started

creatingtroubleintheireastemborder'Thesituationforcedtheottomanrulertolauncha

crucialcaurpaignagainstSafavidsinl553'TheendingoftheoperationwastheAmasya

Agreel]lcnt2concludedin15553'Undertherequirerrrentsofthisceasefireshahlsmail

andhisassociatesacceptedtheottornan,sdominationmorethanBaghdad,Tabriz,and

EastemAnatolia.Suleirrran.I,tlreMagnificent,passedawayfrolnthisrrrortalworldin

l566.AtthatpointofthetirrretenitoryoftheottomanElrrpirehadstretchedfronrtlre

ArabianPeninsulatotheBalkanl,etrinsula.Intlrefollowingyearsofextension'the

Ernpire's Intemational border flirther expanded gradually'a

Sr;lciman-I,wassucceededbyanumberofhisunqualiiiedheirs'Contrarytothe

lristor.icaitraditionshissuccessorSalem-II(1566.1574)evenrunawaytocommandlris

ffoopsinawar.SuchanundesiredactonthepartofaSultanhadvisiblenegativeeffects

ontheoverallmoraleofthesoldiersanclresr'rltedirrtoaslowccldor'vnottornanconquests

series.However,Muhanrmadlll(1595-1603)speededuptl-recampaignandoverpowered

the Crusaders at thc encounter of Keresztes5 (Hogova) in 1596' Fle was the last Ottoman

Sultan who had killed his own son and brothers for the sake of throne6'

SubsequerrtlyottomanSultansdiscardedtlreiongpersistentpracticeofkilling

their brothers, but never trusted their ioyalty. As per the new practice, the brothers ofthe

Sultanwereusedtoirrrprisonintlrepalace.Despitetileirlrixuriortslivingtheywere

restrictedtosmallrootlsinfar.oflbircumstances,fanrousasthecagesystenr.Tlrey

rAgostan Gabor, Bruce offir..r' "Encyclopedia of the ottoman Empirc" Info base Publishing' 2009

p. 51 2-5 14. 
nent bctween the ottoman Drnpire and Safavid Iran. (May 29, 1555).

rrirst writlcll Pcace agrccl
:ri,r. n ,u Z ur'ottornin Empire' p' 304

r lt.recr savory. "lr." '"d;'fr" 'lffit' 'Cambridge 
Universitv Press' 2007 p 64

,rhJBattle was foughr b:i#;;;in.a uour[urgii;r;ir;;i;;;"nv and the ottouans in Nortrrern

l;:,t';,ffiB:ffiltiliil'$:"3.:J""#!1i,!i;,", FI llartar" "rhe Last Great Musrirn Ernpires"'

r;;il;b=; nn c nugi'Y' Britl 1ee7' P 35
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furthcr excluded the practice of making the princes governor of the provinces' Sultan

Ahmedi(1603-1617)initiatedanoffrcialcodelvhichaffirm,edtlrattheoldestmemberof

theottomanEmpireworrldcornerrpthcthronet.Paradoxically,aftcrSuleimanl,mainly

the ottoman Sultans were not enoughresponsible a,d level-headed to exercise a

conrpletecontroloverthestateaffairs.ThouglrUsmanll(1618-1622),famousaSyoung

Usman struggled to regain the primacy of a real nrler' but he was killed by the

Janissaricsz. Ilis son named Murad IV (1622 - 1640) who was only eight year's old

becamesultanofottomanEmpireandruledthesultanateforlgyears.Hissuccessor

Ibrahim(1640-1648)wasquiteincapableofhandlingthegoverntrrentthusheappointeda

number of vazirto run the state 111attels' In sultan Ibrahirl's reign' the ottonran kingdour

rapidlyarrivesattheedgeofcoilapse.Srrltanlbrahirnrvaskilledinanuprisinginl648].

}IewassucceededbyhissevenyearsoldsonMuhatrrmadlV(1648.1687).Turhanl{atice

Sultan (the mother of Muhammad Iv) appointecl an aged ,mafure man Kopruiu' as grand

I/aziritloctober1656,whobecamesopowerfultlrattheerawasnamedafterthesame

vazir tnsteadof the then Sultana. Fotmation of the fa[rous lloly leagues by Pope XI took

placeinl634.HolyRomanEmpire,tireVenetianRepublic,andPolandwerealliedof

Holyleagrre.ItwaslaterowrrjoincdbyRussiainl686.Asixtecrryearlongscriesofwar

hadtobefoughtbyottotnanagainsttlrenewlyenrergedleagrre6.Unfortunatelyowingto

incompetentandincapableottoman,scommandandcontroltheleaguesucceededand

irrrposecltoaccepttlre.freatyofKarlor,vitz?in1699'Thetreatyhadbegunthedeclineof

ottomanintheEasterrrEurope8.lntlrefollowingyearsottomanfoughtanumberof

unsuccessfuIwarsagainstEuropeancountriesandRussiatogetbackthelostterritoryand

makeadvancementtowardsMoscow.Thesituationfbrcedtheottorrrantoevaluatetheir

rOutline. 95
2Force created by Suttan Murad I, were young.Cf itiii" boys lrom couquered countries' rvho were

tlil*l11ffiIi:i*f';m;!i:'iiEIiiLX"J"'i'T:.,t'il'i:or 
o*hc Inrormarion and Socie'lv:

lllTl',:::,Tl*i,Y,:'li;,],'J:l:;::illlti:,0.t l ''li'i'u" t'ru"t"rr Cavcn'lrrsrr' 20!7 p zs6

I.l.'c I I.rly lcrguc comprise, .'" .i,ir*"""i poian.t vcnice and I labsburg Austria .wit' the airn to ticc

Europc of rhe Ottoman.{(M"rri .ii't.r.Jf.n, "rtturnu,"i ii.rr""t y "i'',e 
Muslim World "Marshall

Cavendisll, ZO1O;1 r - :-+---arin.at Fncvcloocdia", Vol I, ABC-CLIO. 2002 Pg 985'

t#'"t'*g:iil:;:rLy;',Y:;,li#;:',:H::11'? 
'ilJ;ru;";; 'i'' 

o"o'''nn a'"fi" un'a 
'lrre 

Horv

leaque.
b llic A to Z of Ottoman. P'305
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oxpansiollist policy' Accordingly they followed a policy oipeace from 1718 to 1730' but

tircltr'rssiairrrposedadevastatingwaronthemwhiclrlastedforsixyears(17681o1774)'

In addition to lose a vast ter:ritory of strategic importance, the ottoman's experienced a

criticaleconomicproblemaswell.Thisrestrltedintoavisibleunrestamonggeneral

public.

1.2.3. Dcclining Period

At the cnd of the Russo Turkish war' Ottoman's werc forccd to sign a

dislrol-rorabletreatyofl(ucukKaynarcal(KuchukKaittaryi)withRussiaonextremelyhard

termsandconditionsz.Theoffensiveagreementresultedintheinarrgurationofottoman

falldowninsoutheasternEuropeancltlreBlackSca'FollorvingthedownfallofMustafa

III, Abdulhamid I3 (1774-1189) took over the responsibility of thc Sultanatc' His

successorYourrgsultanSalemlll(1789-1807)triedharcltorestoreottoman,straditionai

estcembuttonoavail .Ultirnately,theJanissariesoverthrewandcagedSalemllland

selecledlrisrrcphewMustafalV(1807-1808)asnewsultans.MahrnudII(1808-1839)

replacedhiminl808'ConsequenttotheGreekWaroflndependence'theOttomanswere

leftwithnooptionotherthantoacceptthecreationofaself-sufficientGreekEmpire'This

incidentmarkedthestartingofthestcaclyclivisionoltheottomanterritory'Tsar

Nicholas-I6ofRussiahate|ullydeclaredtheottomankingdomasthe..SickMauof

Ilurope,,?inls53.Tlresiruatiorrwassuchanalarmingtlratalargescaleimmigration

trrningtoTrniliionsofpeopletookplacefromwithirrthevariouspartsofottomannried

tcrr.itorytoAnatolia.Tlrecircurnstanccsleadtobreakoutnllmerousnationalists'

rpact Sisned at the conclusionl he Russo-ottornan war of 1768-74 at KuqukKaynarca' in Bulgaria' This

treaty give Russia the 
"r* 

tl'*iloio;:**i;i;; 'u"v*t"'J 
i" it't oito*un Empire and to protect

l;tlr",trl;r:ltl[[Ji]T,:.'l$ll l[ ,,,i,^,v ,isrorv or rrrc o*or,ans: rjrot. Ustnan to Atattrrk"' ARc-

cr-io, zdos, p.ro r fa'or o[ rcform ancl nonrinatetl cligrblc grand

t*:lllru:i,l#:l"llll:::':,i:"*l:Jt i:il;,'Jll,l;;;,;;,; 
'ou.*,,.n, 

in 
'ont'u't 

ro-provinciar

ll5;;,ltl.Hlrr'i,iJl'i;lf;lrl"lllllffn or r,,,oa.* rurkcy: Nincteen ccntury Rerorms and the Young

'i,"i 
'i.r"lr'i""':' 

cntN Vcrlag' 2012' p 6

:( )li\rcr l(r)y. ,. .'ur.kcy t"arv, X'a*"p.'un coun*yl" :\nt'cm Prcss' 2005 p'109

,,t tc*rsyoungcrurott,..roret?*'u;;;;l:;"d;.r1,,.e*p"ror"rn"*inr'o'.'''t825until 
I885 llisrolein

Russo_.l.urk war and o.*", "ili,iJ'ou;il,'';;;ir. 
u, *.I'u"r'in'rr..ndan.v of Russia as a world power rs

hishlv noticeable'
?A-s (]ttoman Empire had lost its territories and was gratlually falling r"mdcr 1hc control of Europeans'
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movementsandtheottonransdonrainstartedshrinkingremarkablyintlrelastquarterof

19th centuryl.

1.2.4. Collapsc Period

During the period of nationalist uprising Bulgarian gangs slaughtered thousands

of iurroccr-rr 'lur.kish peoplc inclucling childrcn, wol]]cn' ancl olcl tnen in allitrncc rvith thc

ltrrssia.TheArrrreniananclBalkannationsalsohadfullsupportofRtrssiaarrdGreat

Britaintogetindepetrdencefroruottornans,TheserebelstogetherforrnedtlreBalkan

League and cnrshed the Ottonran forces'

The Balkan wars proved most clisastrous in tl.rc history of Turkey' Another

clcadlyblowwasthedecisionoftheottonlans'regardingFirstWorldWartosidewitli

thcGerruatry.Turkishyouthrcvoltedagainsttheottomanrulcrinlg20andformedan

eqnir,alcnt government with its capital at Ankara in 1920' They declared the Turkey as a

democratic country and disband the ottoman parliament. Instead they established the

Turkish Grand National Assembly headcd by Mustala Kan-ral Pasha' Thcy finally

abolishedtlreottomans,srrltanateinNovemberl9222.withthistheottomandynasty

came to its logical end as they failed to fuifill the pre requisite of a Muslim state' As

dcscribed by MolanaMaududi3; Sovereignty of Allah, Final Authority of Al Quran

u,alsunnah,consultation(theshr'rra),Correctt'lseofGovcmmentexchequer'

IndcpcnclentJudiciaryandthelastbutnotleastdueregardofPublicopinionarethe

nonnegotiable characteristics of an Islamic state'

Thedeclineoftheottomandynastycanbcjtrstiliedwitlrfollowingleasolls;

unqualitiedrulcrs,disputesofinheritorsforthrone,quittingexpansionoftheerrrpireand

lastly the poor econonric conditions. As the rulers rvere itnmature, incompetent and were

ul-rawarc how 10 administrate the Eurpirc properly so ultitnately they wcre more focusecl

onjuststabilizingtheirrulethanstate'sexpansion.Commonpeoplealsofacedtrouble

rAn Outline, P. 104-1i9.
2An Outline, P.140.
3Maududi.Abu Al Ala, "Khilalat O Malookiat" TarjumaanUl Quran' 1992 p'247'275'
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wheninlT63theRussiairrrposedadevastatingwaronottomanstheynotonlylostvast

tenitory of strategic importance but also the faced inflation probielu'

1.3. Revicw of the circumstances that led to Secularization

1.3.1. Historical Prcview

Theottomanstatehademergedastheresultofanlslamicmovementunderthe

leadership of Ghazi Usman, founder of the ottoman dynasty, established in 1330' The

SufisandGhazisofAnatoliaplayedamajorrolcintlretrrovetrrent.Theyclerivedtheir

titleofSultanfror-rrtheAbbasidCaliphinCairo'Initsfonnativestages,tlreottoman

Statewasofafarlrroredemocraticcharacterincomparisonwithitscontemporaries,since
.itsntlersdependedfortheirpoweronthesr'rpportoftheirpeopleandthe.Ulma''But

rr,lientlrcottomandominionsexpanded,therulersbecameautocratswhosesoleambition

wastoconqueralienlandsateverycost.AfterthereignofSultanMuharrrmadll(1421.

1451),thepalacebecameahubofconspiraciesundertherrraniprrlationoftheEuropean

wivesofthesultans'TlreroleofRoxelana-khurraml,theRussianfavol.iteofSuitan

SulcirnantlreMagnificent,irrshapingthestatepoliciesinherowninterestissoobvious

that nobocly can deny the historical fact'

.i.he clcclinc of the ottoman dpasty paved rvays of sccularization in Turkey' The

wholc process was multifaceted. lnitially, thedownfall of the dynasty took place with the

developrnentofcivilizationandintellectualactivitywasshortcnedoralmostabsent.The

declineofthelslamicthouglrtstarledwhenthecaliphatefailcdtofuifilltheneedsoftlre

clevelopingcivilization.ltwasbasicallythecleclineofthelslarrricthoughtthatwas

perccivcdasinabilityoflslarrrtosatisfytlreneedsofthetimc.lnsuclrcircumstances,

sccttlarismgotanedge.ItwasSultanSalerrr-Illrvhomadetlrefirstmovetointroduced

wcste,rizationduring his period. L-urthemrore itwas supported by Sultan Mahmud II and

lem acted as Sulerman's arlvisor on matters of

,t]1:,*"'.11"*",;;,*'"'il 
t'';:1.'" 

',UX'" I;':*ilft:i''J.' 
"" Jr"" r"[,e; urioi" *"Jinternationar

politics. http://w."*.UoutiqueottJllan'comAvho-is-hurrem-sultan-roxelana-hoyarn-sultana/
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hissuccessorsduringtheTanzimatperiod(1839-1876)l.Miclhatp3gh6$lasthemost

vocalsupporterofWesternthoughts'Headvisedthesheikh.ul.Islat-tr2toissueaFatwa

forimplcmentationofWestenrlawsinthecourts,fortlrercasonthatlslamdoesnot

lorbidthcirimplementation.ltwasalsoadvocatedtlrattheaccomplishmentofthe

indcpcnclcntsystemwithintherulingsystemandtlreadoptionofEuropeanslawswithin

tlie courts neitherchange the Islamic nature of the State, nor the Islamic nature of tlre

laws.Tosomeitwasstillconsideredasamodificationideawithinthestate'Nobody

looked upon these laws and rules as being rule s oi Kufr'

3'AforementionedFatwaofthesheikh-ul-Islarnandotlrerlikemindedirrtellecfuals

q,as supported by the following grouncls3:-

(a) A Muslim state was permitted to adopt any thought' or rule' or larv that did

uot contradict Islam and that had not been prohibited'

(b) The absence of the rebuke is pennission' So taking a matter whose

prohibitionhasnotbeenmentionedwouldbeMubah'.fherelore,arrytlringthat

Shari'ah kept silent about is Mubah' Thc adoption of rules and laws which have

notbeenmentionedbytheslrari'ahandwhichtheshari'ahdidnotnrentionby

any prohibition is parl of the Mubah'

(c) Democracy is frorn Islam' for it is based on Shura' (consultation)' justice

and equality' In this way it was deduced that democracy is fiom Islam and the

Qur,anmentioneditandtheMcssenger(sarv)comrrrandedit.

ln:*':, xt;ff1;?',;,:-;'lr':,;;:,t},",:'ffi.,1':i;T;m;; 
unl.'on'p't'nt i1i';' a'eo'Ln Gabor'

rurr cc A*n Maters: 
..Encycr"oll,i'"iilJ iffiI::ii:;i*,.r,:'".;;:|;iil,L3lj3;rl itJ ""I.|rucc Atrn Maters: "Encyclonedla or [nc 1.tturrrlrr' ""'""' juurlu".,Hoovcr prcss,20l0.p.l8

It:ai,,:;i:ili*yi;l;:*1il:::i,:liJXI:llll'&;;;;';iun,, 
*u, 

'lhe 
hcad o*he Uina or

,.ii*,"ti"t,.,"i F;.,;:hr Ii;l;:#ffi:hX[:,,1":U;ij:1 ,:l,l;ii:.,i-Y,,:T,fJ':T:,.'ilii:"ol
Muhanrrnad IL httP:/i www g

March 6,201 5

' Zallurn, Abdul Qadecrn: "l Iorv tlrc

(lrtip://www.khtiafah'co nr )'p 4 I -42

Khilafah rvas tlcstroycti" Al - Khilafah Publications' 2000'
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1.3.2. Modcrnization of Turkish Institutes

SubsecluentlyestablishnrentofnumerousWestemlnstitutionslikecreationofnew

Cor-rrtsofl-awandmoderneducationalsettlpetc.tookplace.Furtirermore,administration

andthedefenseservicesStlucturewerealsorevamped.Aconflictingmixoftheoldand

thenewinstitutionswasquiteevidentinthebeginningoflgtl.centufy.Despiteallthe

hard work to create harmony and unifonnity, it remaincd fruitless due to a wide gap

befweentlretrvoentirelydifferentcivilizations.ottomanfailecltocreateanationof

hctcrogerreouselenrents.Theirindifferencetonationalism,ot1accountoftheottoman

r,uriversalism, caused irrcparable losscs to the Turks nation'

.I.hemovenrentformodernizationandsecularizationofthetraditionatCaliphate

gained drive from the Frenclr revoiution, and continued passionately during the 19t1.

century.IronicallyintlreottomarrEn-rpire,tlreTtrrksdidnotpar.ticipateineconolnic

aftairs,Businessmenan<ltechnicianswerenon-Muslim.TheTurkswerecitlrerlaborers

or govemment ofhcials' Thc Ottoman govemment depended almost entilcly on its

olficials. The Turks suffered not only econon-rical1y, but also culturally' The dawn of the

20,r, ,.rille.nir.u, bro*ght countless rriseries and in h.miliation for the traditionally proud

.fur.kish national. The young Turk revolutionl of 1908, the growth of rurkish nationalism

andtheestablishmentoftheTurkishRepublicwgreexpressoutcotrreofthese

frustrations,Inarealtenr,rsecularizationoftlrcottomanStatetookplacewlrenthe

rrationaiitiesofthellmpireannulledthsideaofaMuslirnUmmahandacquiredtheir

natiorralirrdepcndence'Morcover,Arabrrrutiniesboweddowntheideaofthe'lslatrric

Unmah' (international community of all Mustims)' These historic developments gave

birth to 'lurkish uationalistl as the popular ideology of the Young Turk rnovement2'

iThc revolution was to ovcrtlrrow the Sultan's absolute p

-*ifJ[mi,::i;].1';il;:[:"]:'Ji'll':Jll;,'"n: 'r'hc you,g'rtrrks' 1e02 -re08" oxrord Universitv

Prcss. 2001 P. 3-8
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1.3.3. BIow of Nationalist Movcments

BythentlredonrinantYottngTurksfactionwlrolelreartedlyconcludedthat'itwas

theTurkislrpeople,nottheMuslimUmmahthatslrouldbetheactualforcebehindthe

natiorraltransfonnation.Itwasalsoconclude(lthattoovercometheuriseriesofTurkish

natior-rineconomicandsocialarenadevelopmentofscienceandthenationhoodidentity

isamust.Thatpremeditatedunderstandingprovidedafertilesoilforformationof

secularizedsociety.TheexpansionofasecularlcaruingSystem,inspiredbytheWest,

enlargedtlreamountofthepeoplcwhoweresupporterofWestemthinkers.Inaddition,

tlresenativesweretlrelrraitrprotlrotersofexcessivemodernization'Itcanbeconcluded

rhatthereplacetrrentofthepreviousstructureofeclrtcationbyrvestern,wasnrajorreason

thatpar,cdthcpatlrtbrthesectllarizatiorrl.Altematively,theriseofthcTurkish

patriotismdestabilized the religious identity' The slogan "To be Turk" became more

significantthan..tobeMuslim,,.Thisrenovationofidentitydirectedtodeclineofthe

religious conviction at individuals' levcl'

withthatconditionMustafaKamalairnedtoendthecenturiesoldhostility

bQtwecntlreEuropeanPowetsandTurkey'Hesucceededintheimplementationof

scctrlarislrcflotrrrsrrrairrlybecauscthegroundwasgraduallyandfavorablypreparedby

hispredecessorssincelong.Hisfascinatingpersonality,hispopularityastlrenational

heroofTurkishrevolutionandaboveallthedecisiveroleofTrrrkishNationalism

MovementwerethernajorcontributoryfactorstoestablishasecularregimeinTurkey

aftcrthevictorythatendedtheWarofLiberationirtlgll,Hefoundedanewnationalists

ar-rdScculariststateofTrrrkcy.TllushefonrredtlreRepublicoftheTurkislrPeopleon29

October 1923.

In this chapter' I have tried to give a brief summary of Ottoman history

sinceitsformationtillthedecline.Inaddition,Iattemptedtogivedetailsonhowthe

I SelcukAksinSorlel,
BRILL,200l P.13-38

;he M;bation of Public Educatiou in thc ottonran Enrpirc 1839 - 1908"

oi*, :iil. a i" Z of the ottoman p 32t - 324
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Empire was dispersed, and the circulnstances

Whilc the next chapter will investigate the

highlighting the reforms that were initiated in

Republic of 'lurkeY.

that lcd to the formation of new Republic'

sccularization pcriod ol Turkish history

order to stabilize the secular nature of the
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|'urke.y as a seu ar state: an Anab)sis

2.1. Secularization (1923 -38) of Turkish Constitution and the

Role of Kamal Ataturk

2.L.L Enactment of Laws

TheConstitutionoflg2lwasthefirsttoanllouncetlrat..sovereigntyisentirely

andtotallyvestedinthepeople.,'Thisdeclarationsynbolizedastrongexitlronrtlre

previous theocratic system, 
"vhere 

sovereignty was entrust to Allah and hand over to the

Sultansl.Af,terdeclaringtlris,theConstitutiondocurnentedthattheRepublicofTurkey

$,oulcl bc a clemocratic state, where the willpower of the people' instead of Allah" would

decidethelawsandpolicies.Although,tlrefirstConstitutionSetLlpademocraticSystem,

asecularorderwasnotuntilnowinplace.Afiicle2declareclthatlsiamwouldbethe

officialreligionofthel{epubiicofTurkcy'Certainlyasecularregimedoesnothavean

officialstatereligion;tlrisprovisionwas,definitely,aconfrontationalcorr,rpromise.Tlre

ConstitutionhadZ|articles,whilethefirstninearticleswereabouttheprimeprinciples

which sr'rpport the base of state2' The foreword ol Constitution largely prohibited

religiousintemtptioninStateaffairsforthef,rrsttirrreinTurkishConstitutionalhistory.

AccordingtotheConstitution,authorityisfornat,ionrvitlroutanyconditionsand

restrictions; the lawmaking and decision-making powers were granted to the Assembly'

andtheelectedSpeaker,l-ravetoactastheexofficioheadoftlreColrncilofministers'

Mr"rstafa Kamal convinced the legislative body to give hirn moreauthoritarian powers

'[.lrcasserrrblywasrequestedtorecognizeitselfasreprescntativeofthenation,andthen

to har.rcl ovcr its powers to I(amal and his govemment'

Secularizationwasinfusedundertlrestatecontrol,inthcamounttlratstatelet,in

otherwords,itslimitswerealsosetbythestateitself.I{owevcr,themostcrucialreforn-t

for secularization was the exclusiol of the er.npcror and the sovcreignty of the ottoman

familyinNoverrberlg22'WitlrthedeclarationoftlreReprrblicinoctoberlg23andit

rconstitutions ofTurkcy: constitution of Turkcy, 
-constitutional 

court ofTurkey' Turkish constitution of

1921. 'Iurkish Cumtitt'tio'.t"o"f iqAi ir-C so"ts' Generol Books LLC' 2010

:.l.hc Grancl Narionat Assenrbly ol rurkey, rrttp'llgrouoi tii' gouitli"a"* prtp'EN/yd/icerik/l2 Visited:

JanuarY 13,2013
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was arlnounced that sovereignty is unconditionally owned by the nation' The prohibition

olreligiousinstiftttionsoftheottonransociety,tlrelawofeducationaltrnificationandthe

outla,'vingoftheCaliphatewereallrealizedinlg24'|luthenewlyadoptedconstitution,

still Islam was accepted as the official religion in Turkey' The situation remained

unchangedtillApril|gts..,Laic,,2feafureofthestatewasmadelawfulintheconstitution

inFebruarylg3T,Bytheonrittingofthearticleregardingtolslamastlreofficialreligion

in Turkcy from the 1924 Constimtion' the constitution gained a secular fealure'

SecrtlarisnrwastheoutcomeofAtaturk'sreformscaniedoutmainlyintheyears

1923 - 1g3g. 
.Ihe six principles of Ataturk's or "six arrows"'3were approved in thc

official agenda of the Republican people Party (RPP). The so-called "Arrows of

Kamalism,, include republicanisma, populism5' secularisul' rcvolutionism6' nationalismT'

andstatisms.TheseprinciplescametobeassociatedwitlrKamalisrn,andthe

rnodification carried out cluring 1920s and 1930s, is acknowledged as 'Atatttrk's reforms'

I(anralistprinciplessuchassecularismrefertotheviervsofMustafaKamalAtaturk,later

on a larv was passed, which stated ,disrespecting or damaging the divinelegacy of

Atatr"r'k, a crime liable to be punished.For a long tirne, this law was used to avoid any

criticisrrroranyobjectiveassessmentofAtaturk'stefornrsorl(.arrralism.Underthe

requirementsofconstitutionAtaftrrk,srefonnswereprovidedrvithftrllconfort.These

reforms were not allowed to be amcndeci' Further to that' cven stlggestior.rs to revise these

arliclesintheconstitrrtionwerenotallowcd,Ther.uleofsecularismwastheclraracteristic

oftlrephasewlrenAtaturkdirectedthenation.Itprovedtobethefundamentalpillarsof

Atatttrk's uprising' Secularism was taken as a mean by Ataturk to eliminate

Tttrkey as ct seu ar stale: an lnal)tsis

r'['he Grartd National Assernbly of Turkey' http://global.tbmm. gov'tr/index'phplEN/yd/icerik/ I 2' Visited:

JanuarY 13,2013

z*Laic,,:Relating to the Laity: Secular. (The Anrerican Heritage Dictionary of the English language' 4'h

lr1""l,"o* rrro.u " Ataturk an<I thc Modernization ofrurkcv" llRlLL' 1984 p' 26

aGovcming any nation ., " ,.r*f 
i.,"..pf*iri"g f ifr.nv,'rui.'of i"w, popula' sovcreignty practiccd by

cit izcns.
: .n rr,rlitical stratcev bascd on calculared appeal to-thc.intercsls or prcjudiccs ofordinary pcoplc'

, I ,!;l;:: l*3;::,;::::*Hli'i'.f,'i;ff:fill:ilLl,li;. rha, onc, narionar crrrurc and interests arc

superior l.r itrlv ()lhcr' 
" 

t't" 't[''t""nt 
i"Jtpt"Ot"tt ofnations tu ctlain thcir gorls

i.lihc nracticc ol focusing econorny and politic ru.to., or tr'r" ,iut., o, a ,erutt position for the individual or

."'rr,r,r"i,y weakens with regard to the govemlnent
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tlrepredorninantreligiousplessurefrompubliclife,also,itmeantdisheartenprivate

rcligious<]evotiorraswell.Tlrenrostsignificantelenrentofl(amalistsecularizationisthe

objcctivetotakelslamunderStatecontrolandtoceasetheinfluenceofreligionin

political,socialandculturalspheres.WithlaicismastheideologyoftheState,asecular

cultureandasecularlifestylewasaimedtobedevelopedbytlrerepublicanelite.

2.1.2 Kamal Ataturk Reforms

The reforms related to creating a secular society cluring 1923 to 1938 is enlisted

bclorv:1

(a) A secular Constitution adopted and enforced'

(b) The Constitution protected secularisur in trvo oaths of office' The language

used in the constitution indicated the importance of sccularisrn to its

originators.

(c) The traditional strongholds of lslam were visibly undcrrnined'

(d) The substitution of religious s)rmbols with the symbols of European

civilization carried out'

(e)Secuiarizationofsociallifeanderadicatingthcimpactofpopularls]anrin

cverYdaY life'

(0 Polygamy was prohibited in 1925 and civil marriage was made

comPuisorY in 1926'

(g) The fez was forbidden and replaced by European hats and caps with a

declaration in I(astamonu2'

lScnal(ar.asipahi,..MuslimsinModenrTurkey:Karnalism,Modcrrrismandthellcvoltofthelslamic

Inrcllcctuals". I.B. Tauris, 2009' p' 22'

2One of the Provinces ofTurkeY
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Religiotrs orders and societies l|ll<e Tarikatlwere closed and tnembers of

the religious clergy were forced to wear a unifonl-dress prescribed by the

state.

A new civil code based on European model rcplacecl the Islamic one'

Exclusion of the article from the constitution which affinned Islarn as the

country religion in 1928.

The Turkish state was declared officially secular.

Replacement of Arabic alphabets with the Latin alphabet.

The call to prayer;Azaan was planned to be made in Turkish and not in

Arabic2.

(n) Women were given equal rights with men to hold offrce'

(o) Adoption of the Gregorian calendar and Sunday as the weekly

official holiday.

(p)Adoptionofstlmanre:Inlg34,alawrvaspassedabouttheadoptiona

sumame. ,,Mustafa Kamal declarcd that no longer would namcs follow the traditional

pattelx of son-of-father, but that each person would adopt a family name, to continue

through the generations. Mustafa Kamal himself became I(amal Ataturk (father of the

'furks")3

2.1.3 Impact of the Reforms

These reforms show that secularization was achieved not only in the

constitutional larv, bttt also in social 1ife. In the songs, m1'tlrs, dances, all fomrs of

culture, it was attempted to construct non-Islarrric and folkloric Turkish identity which

t'l'arikats arc religior,rs order initiatcd to "search for divinc truth". They have bccn part ofTurkish social

ancl cultut al lilc lor a long tirne.

?Ataturk and the Modernization of Turkey p, 38
sUngor.UgurUmit, "The Making of Modem Turkey: Nation and State in Eastem Anatolia 1913-1950"

Oxford University Press, 2012.p. 23 1

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

(t)

(m)
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rvorr,lci rr,cll sttit tlrc secular-repttblicar.r society of a r-ration-statc. Turkish secularization

atterlrptccltorepressthereligiouspracticesofsocietyandtooklslarrrundertlrecontrolof

thestate.AreligiousstateinstitrrtionnamedReligiousAffairsDirectorywasestablished

duringtheearlyrepublicanperiodillg24|.ReligiousclergybecamestateoffiQers.Sincc

theestablishmentoftheReligiousAffairsDirectorydidrrotmeantheconpleteseparation

ofrcligionandstateaff.airsinlinewiththeoflrcialdescriptionoflaicismintheTurkish

Constitution. It indicated a case of state intervention in religion' The Turkish case

denotcsauniclucclefinitionandapplicatiorrofSecularisn:r.Theconstitutionaldefinitionof

laicisrrrontheonehand,anditsinstitutionalapplication;theReligiorrsAffairsDirectory'

ontheotherhandaredifferentandthttsstandsasasharpcontrasttoeachother'By1923,

thegovernmentofKarrralAtaturkhadcreatcdbackofgoverntlental,judicial,and

administradvebodies'

})ttrsuanttoKarnalAtaturk,sdesire,theparliamentdecidedtoproduceanew

constitutiorratthestadoflg24.ThenewConstitr'rtion2containcdl05arlicles,andwas

approvctl by a greater parl of the Assembly on April 20' 1924' It's known as the longest-

living constitution in Turkish history. As, it was put into practice for 36 years and was

mainly,confonrredtothesecularideas.Inthelg}AConstitution,thecor'rntry'systenr

wasprimarilythesirrrilartothatoltlrecarlierConstitution'Theparlianrerrtarysystelrr

r,vasimplerrrentedforformingthegovernnrentandcooperativeresponsibility'Thc

lawmakingandadministrativepowerswereabsoluteintheAssemblyandtheAssembiy

had right to dissolve the govemrlent at any time. oppositety' the government did not

have the right to suspend the Assembly' On tire other hand' the President and the

commissionofMinistersweregrantedexecutivepowers'Accordingtothe1924

Constitution,everypersonhadunclrallengeablecqr'ralitybeforethelaw;tormentand

brutaloratypicalpunishtuentwergnotallowed;irrdividr'ralfrecdotr,r,freedorrroftlrorals

andreligiorr,besiclesfreedolrrofthoughtarrdcxpressionwercassttredinadditiontoall

civilianandpoliticalrightsandfreedoms.Also,therewerenoconditionsoneconomic

iologicat Analysis of a civic movement routed

*,.,* o-"* F uclrs Ebaugh' "Thc Gulen Movement: A soc

;i['ilil::i+*;;:fu-,:*W',,'oif,*r' From Atalurk's Repubric to the prcsent dav"' t B rauris'

2012.P.43
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arrclsociair.ights.sincethefoundationoftlrerepublic,tlremajorproblenrTurkeyts

facingisthestrugglebetlveensecularism,andlslamandfraditionallslarnicviews'

Ataturk had created a cultural mutiny' not only by closing down the foundation of Islam

aSaStatereiigion,butalsointroclucedchangesinclotlrirrgandeclucation,removingthe

Arabic atphabet and fiequently trying to throw Turkey into the contemporary western

world with even filore vigorl'

AnotlrerrrostimporlantStcptolvardssecularizationwasthatAtatrrrkbroughtto

ane,clthenation,squestforJihad,substitutingitwiththeexpression:"Peaceathome'

peaceintheworld,,z.Accordingly,tlrisshiftdisconnectedthereligiousconceptof

jihadfrom the govemment system' and aimed for cconotnic growth through peace'

Everyreformthroughout the shaping period of the Republic r'vasplanned to scratch and

damagethclegacyoftheottornanpoliticalandsocialinfluenceandtosctupamodenr

anclsecularStrLlcturetoidentifythelatestTurkislrrealm.Inordertogetridofeverysign

thathadaconlrcctlonwiththeottouran-Islarrrictraditionandtotlroroughly..br.eakfrom

the Ottoman era," a wholedetachment was ensured from intellectual and ftctional

characteristics of the past' The Turkish language for the state influential was to be

purified,andasa..,ut.,i,wasptrrifiedfromitsArabicandlslalr-ricinfluence,supposedto

sclreduleclandrevisethesecularclraracteristicsthroug}rrvritings,education,andthe

meclia.Aftertheintrodr'rctionoftlrel.atinalphabet,books,magazines,newspapers,and

oll]cialpaperswercplacedintherecordsforyearstocome.otherconsiderablerefonns

i'rcir.rcled impleme.tation of the Swiss civil and Italian penat codes, and the acceptance of

lawsconcerningtotlreunificationofeducationwhichmostlyassistedthebuddingof

secular traditions' synbols' and practices'

Ttrrley as a sealar state: an Anallsk

r'r'orn country.p 24J0 ^ .no.Varol. 
,,Is Secularism possible i' a Majority - Muslim country? : The

rAdr.icn Katherine Wing' Oza

Turkish ExarnPle" P' 13
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2.2 Secular Constitution and Aftermath

2.2.L Evolution of Secularism in Turkey

TheI(arrralistrefotmsgaveasoalingSurgetosecrrlarismfromlg2ltoig28.That

continuedtoellcompasslargeareasofnationallifeinTurkeywithitsappallingeffects'

r,rt-rlilitrcaclreclitsclirrraxinlg45.Itbegantosrrbsideinlg4gwithtlreintroductionof

optional r'eligious education in schools' The year 1949 marks beginning of a period of

moderrrizationinsecu]arismwhichhascontinueduptothepresenttime.lSomeanti-

seculartendencieshadclevelopedbetweenlg50arrcllg60wlrentlreDemocraticParty

was in porver. After the anly' takeover in May 2T ' 1960'the military government leaded

byGerreralCerrralGursel2restateditsdedicationtothel(analistprincipies'The

Corrstitutionoflg6lintroducedcetlainmodificationsintheseprinciples,andensureda

bctter distribution of Powers'

ThefirstattemptmadebytheKamalistregir,netoseparateReligionandStatewas

aimedatlimitingthepracticeofreligionwithintheprecinctsofplacesofworship.Its

acftralresultwastheinferiorityandclcpenderrcyofreligiontothostate'Secularstateof

trrrkeynotonlystlppressedthepoliticalandsocialinfltrenceoftlreUlma,itsmaintarget

seemedtobethetota]eliminationofreligionfromthepolitics,culturalandsociallifeof

the'fttrkish nation3'

The opposing lslamic reforms of the I(amalist government put the religion

defunctinTurkeyasasociallnstitution.Theyfailedtocomprehendthedeep-rooted

influence of lslam over the Turkish pcople' Thc secular relotms actually played an

essentialfunction in T'rkey. 
.fhe lack of formal spiritual education in the 1930's seems

tohaveprovidedastrongimpetusforrenewedeffortsontltcpartofcdtrcatedMusliutsto

ffir*ru l{ashid Feroz, "lslam and secularis,r in Post-K

1976.P. I 06
2cemarGurser was a m,itary officer,.and,l:il f:ti*llof'Turkey 

Participated' in all the *t'"i 
1"":'(iemaluurssr wd> o ''r"-^r -r'oi 

In,l.p.nd.nce in 1920-i923, 
politics and A*rerican Security,,, Oxford

:"[ift 'l: H[: :HT'LXi', ;;'i;ffi;;;:. ru i,,.rr e rast

UniversitY ?ress. 2012 P' l7l
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plo(lriceabrtndantlitcratureontlrevariousaspectsoflslanrinlg40,s'TheTurkish

governtlentfinallyintroducedoptionalreligiousedrtcationinschoolsearlyinlg4g.l

2,2.2 F;mcrgence of Multi-Party Systcm

WhenTurkeyjoinedtlreUnitedNatiorlsinlg45,Ismetlnonu2permittcdtlre

creationofaresistantpartytoclemonstratetothewesternpowerstlregoodintentionsof

I{cpr'rblicanregimeforthemaintenanceofdemocraticlnstitutiorrs.Thesuccessofthe

DcmocraticPartyirrlg50wasaland-markinthelristoryoftheRepublicofTurkey.The

RPl,hadruledTurkeyunintem;ptedlyforabout2Tyearswitlranauthoritariarrand

almostdictatorialregime'Fortheperiodofthesingiepartyrule(1923-1950)oftheRPP,

thePartywasinclinedtowardaggressivesecr"rlarismbypersuadingthelockingupof

religion in individual's conscience as a personalt.natter'3

Thedemocratshadcan-rpaignedvigorouslyforfouryearsalnongallclassesof

pcoplelowinpopularSupportfortheestablishmentofatrulyrepresentativcregime.
.[.heysuccccdedinwinningthesympathyofthepeasantswhowercdissatisficdwitlrthe

agrarianreformsa,andtheoverwhelmingsupportofthereligiousclassandmiddleclass

businessmen. The republicans had become unpopular on account of their extreme

secrrlaristpolicy'Theder.oocratswcrelibcralsectrlaristswhoagrccdingencralwiththe

basicpolicyofAtaturkonrvestenrizationandsecularistrr'Tlreydifferedfromtlre

principles of I(arnalist on certain points' such as religious affairs and estimate' The

nrrrltipar.tyclectionsoflg50initiateclanalgumcntonsecularism.Thenewgovemment

lormccl by, Dcmocrat Party (DP)5' assured more reiigiotrs liberty to society'

Turkelt as ct secllar state: an AnaW

lam and Political - Cultural Europe"' Ashgate

' *. "o, 
Durham, David M' Kirkham' Tore Lindhohn' "ls

Publishing,20l3 p 147-155 necl the Prime Ministcr of Tu'kcy uld^]1tt.

t:::1:.,'tr*ill",llJn,T,iiJJl, :;fi:'i"[:i"1,1'li,*lu'. nnp r'u"t'a,rrinr a" Netionar cr'licr

tsurcr tno.u scrvcd as r"ro,.,li,'iii."*i"tr*, i", *onv,i';;.';,';-*;; loval to the svstern thal Mustafa

Kamal had introdttccd'
l)il$;;;l;,;;;;t of Secularisrn in rurkcv p' 26

lAsraf ian Ielonns rclcued to iJ"d;i;;';Jnr'nta to-ttaittribution of iand alrlong pcasants'

' , t," o.,rt rvas cstablished ""'l;;"'';;;: 
i;;;' il" M"";;;;i'P;'liamcnt olthc Republican Peoplc's

fartvtl{PP)'CelalBayar,na*"'rt'rt',,at"'resignedo'*t"il'"ti"tJfo,'ntt'tt(RPP)andfoundedthe
Democratic Party which ot"t#t'i"'itt';''n"t6f po'itio" p*iv 

'i}," 
iqso's election resulted in a land

side victory of the Democratic Party
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Thechangesintroducedbythederrrocraticregimeweremanifold.Religious

educationwasmadeobligatoryinprimaryinstifutions'TheDirectorateofReligiot'ts

Affairs was enlarged in order to encolrrage a'd guide religious etlucation in more proper

and organized way' The aim of the culfural policy of the new regirne was to maintain

IslamasanintegralelementofTurkishcuiture,TheDerrrocraticregimeintroducedsonre

clrangesirrotherlacetsofStateaswell'TheTurkishforeignpolicyrevamped.Turkey

cnlet.cdirrtoadet.ensealliancewithPakistan,IranandlraqknownasBaglrdadPactl'

TurkishdelegatesbegantoparticipateinvariousculturalconferencesintheMuslim

Countries.Adelegationconsistingofrrvodeprrtiesanclanewspapereditorattendedthe

WorldMrrslirrrConferencclreldinKarachiinlg50.Turkishpilgrirrrswcreallowcdto

pcrform the Hajj at Mecca Thesc were quite major changes in the policy of a secular

Statcwhichhaduntilthendiscouragedallkinclsofreligiotlsactivityforaboutaquarterof

a century.

2.2.3 Resurgence of Islam

AmotionbeforetheGrandNationalAssemblywasprcsentedbyaDeputyfrom

Konyainlg5gseekinganatnendtrrentinthe.turkislrconstitutiontodcclaretheislanras

aStateReligion.Iloweverthesanrecouldnotstrcceedecl'Againsimilarmotionscame

upbeloretlreGrandNationalAssemblyfromtimetotimeuptolg60.Thedeveloprrents

sotrraclcdtrrirtgthcnrleoftlreDcmocraticPartywerecleartnanifeslationthatthe

rcslllgcnceoflslamwasevidentinthePoliticalandsocialiifeoftheTurkishpeople.lt

didnotmeansimplythephenomenalincreaseinreligiousactivityamongthemasses.

ThepolicyoftheDPwasconduciveinapplicatiorroflslamtothedailylifeofPeopleof

Turkey.ltledtoappearanccofanewgenerationofyoungpcopleincludingmenarrd

\^Iolrlcntakingkcerrinterestinlsiarrr'andverymuchproudoftlreirbeingMusliur.

I{csrtrgctlceoflslambccar.trealarrr-ringforthcsecularists'Increasedreligiolts

activilyoltheMuslimgroupsandtheTarikatsledtooutburstsofanti-secularist

demonstrationandthedestructionofAtaturk,sstatuesinvariousplaces'secularists

6. d.f.nr. alliance was betwecn Turkey' Pakistan'

',-,;i;.; 
il;;.;ce and seonrity order i, the region'
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accused the Democratic regime of manipulating and exploiting religion for political

purpose.Anotherirrrportantdeveloprrrentwastlreel]lergonceoftheinfluenceoflslamin

Turkishpolitics.Thesecr'rlaristpolicyofthestatebegantobccriticizedopenlyatthe

rnectings of Political Partiesr'

AltcrwinninganotherGeneralElection,theDcmocraticPartyStartedtofollow

thcantl.roritarianattitudeofitspredecessor,theRepublicanPeople'sParly'Theyalso

startedsuppressingopposition.Politicalopponentswereimprisoned,andstrictcensorship

wasimposedonnewspapersandotherpublications.Tlrcregimclradworkcdchaotically

onindustrialarrdeconomicdevcloptnenttoconvincethcpeopletltatntaximuut

industrializationcouldbeachievedlvithintheslrortestpossibletirrre.Tlrcresrrltwas

irrflation,anarchyandconfusion'Thedisputeanrongthedoctrinesofsecularismand

Islam has a clecisive moment with 27th May 1960 interference of the Army' headed by a

faction of youthful officers. The dissatisfaction of the Turkish An-ny with the Democrats

policieswasevident'UnderthecircumstancestheTurkishmilitaryauthoritiesimposed

Martial law under the lea<lership of General CernalGursel'

AnewconstitutionAssemblycameintoexistenceinJanuary,lg6l,andanew

constitution ."vas tiame within a period of six raonths. A referendutl was he ld to approve

rhc constitution in July 1961. It was aflected immediately' It contained only fonr

pr.inciplcs of I(amalism instead of the six mentioned in the constitution of 19242' These

principles include republicanism, nationalisrn, secularism and revolutionism3 ' These

principles of estimates and populism were deletcd' Socialisma was adopted as an

additional principle. Arliclc 2 of this cot.rstitution intcnsely declared that "The Turkish

Republicisaseculardemocratic,nationalandsocialrealm''.While,Articlelgstatedthat
,,Nobody slia1i be tolerable to abuse religion or religious feeiings or things in any way'

ffie,..TheRiseofPolitica1IslanrinTurkcy''.RandCorporation,2008.
iut"o#i,r*. "T.c Mobilization olPolitical Islarn i.Turkey", Canrbridge U.ivcrsity press 2010 p 60-61'

3In political sense, rapid ;;;;ft", ir:rcversiblc ,t',ong. in ihe establist''e,l ordcr' Rcvolution involvcs a

radical change in gor.-.Jnr] ,,"*uiiy o..on ptirr,,.a trriougr-, r,'iolencc t'at rl1ay also result in changes to the

..or-,o^i. syitem,locial struclurc, and cultural values'

aA rheory or sysrcm "f 
r";l;i ;;;;;iruiion oa*ruting ptacing the ownership and control ol capital' land'

n,ra-,""tit ol production iu the community as a whoie'
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it,s not permissible for political or privateadvantage or for gaining authority, also ifwill

not be permitted to base even partially, the basic social, economic and legal order of the

state on religious groundsl .Anyone found violating thisprevention, or even found

persuading others to do so, shall be punished by the proper laws. lfsuch violation is done

by associations and political parties, then, the party shall be pemanently closed down by

autl-rorized courls andfinally by order of the Constifutional Court". Therefore, the 1961

Constitution frrmly discouraged the misuse or abuse of religion under the warning of

penalties.

The Justice party founcled by General RagipGumuspala2 soon after the ban

imposed on the Democratic Party in 1960, consisted mainly of ex-rnembers and

sytupathizers of the Democratic Party. After the General Election of October, 1961, the

.lr.rsticc Par-ty hacl a br,rlk of votes in the National Assembly and the Scnate, but it had to

form a combine govemment with the Republican People's Party' The strength of the

party became stitl greater after the General elections of 1965 when it was capable to

figure a govemment on its own, This was a clear indication that thc power and influence

of the Secularists had gradually declined in reccnt years. The development in Turkish

politics since 1950 have provided alnple evidence to provc that moderation in secularism

has comc to stay, ancl that Islanr is no longer confined to the conscience ofthe people, as

dcsirccl by the leaders of the Ifumalist regime.

]'he TAF (Turkish Armed Forces) ruled the country's politics until 1965' After

the formation ofArmy' Mutuai Assistancc Associatiorr(OYAl()1, the anned forces started

to guard the capital systema. Though,stability of economics and politics as planned by

'l'AIi was not long lasting and this lead to an indirect military interference on 12 March

1971. Consequently, the Demirel'govenunent was enforced to depart after the senior

rThe Mobilization of Political Islanr in Turkey. p.60-61
2Turkish Army General also tl.re pri,ne movci of the Justice party (JP).He operatcd as the Chief of the

General Staff after thc rnilitary coup of May 27 , 1960, but was retired against his will by the new

govemment. Later he fonned Juitice Party in obstruction to the ruling RPP on l9-61'

iOyAK provides its mcmbcr rvith "supplcurcntary retirclnent bcncllts" cxcluding thc official l'ctircment

funct. Also provides its rnembers with blnefits such as loan, hotrc loan, and retirement incotrte systcm'

aCapitalisnr is the system in rvhich a country' trade and industry are controllcd by the private orvnet's for

profit.
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officers of the TAF gave a waming to thc presiclent. TAI; demanded a new government

asserting that the state is in neerl for a "strong and capable government" that could restore

the rebellior.rs situation. Hey also wamed in case thc demand is negated, it would lead to

taking over the supervision of the country' Legally speaking' a soft martial law was

enlorccd by ernphasizing military's power. The civil rights rvidened in the 1961

Constitution were minimized, The constitutional amendments provided a wider space to

the military. The audit of the military spending became more secluded. After the

amendments in 1973, thekeyrole of the National Security Council (NSC) was enlarged to

make suggestions to the goverument.

The Third interference by military to save the Kamalists Republic in 1980 had

cxlcnsive impact all through the country. For the period of the thrce years of the military

rule, the supporters ofthe right and the left were put behind the bars and political parties

were disqualified. However soon after this interference by the Army, the State Planning

organization (sPo) was instructed to produce a National culture Plan' It was a

widespread effort to bring back Islam to its pre-republican role and stafus by de-

secr.rlarizing all educational, historical,artistic, technical, andlinguistic institutes' For this

purpose Article 163 of the Penal Code which banned the religious parties, wascanceled in

1989. [n corresponding with thc globalization process, identity politics became an

csscntial issue. Whereas the notion of national characteristics was being disputed,

religious, cultural and gender based identity claims arliculated strongly. The expressions

ofidentityclaimswere the main reason bchind the social anxiety such as the

continuinguneasiness between the secularists and the Islarnic that showed itself in the

1990s, with the emergence of the "headscarf issue"1 ' The Constitutional Court

disqualified the fernale students with lteadscarves to enter into the universities regardless

ot' thc bclicf of tlte Islamic grogps who said it is a basic right' Another idcntity claim

belonged to the Kurds. Thereafter in 1991, when the Soviet Unioncomes to its fall, the

articles of Penal Code2relating the prohibition of revolutionary socialismwere expelled

rErgun Ozbudun, "Dcrnocratization ancl Politics of Constitution making in Turkey'" Ccntral European

Univcrsity Press, 2009. P.106
2salo,llo, I{uysdael, "Nerv Trends in'furkish Forcign Affairs: Bridges and IJoundaries." iUniverse,2002'

p. 13



Ttrkev as a seaiar stale: an Analysis

from the set of guidelines. The situation was therelore convenient for a democratic

capture by Islamic Parties.

The differing views of the pro-Islamic groups on secularism from the 1950s to

thc 1990s can be sutnurarizcd as under:-

(a) Tolerant viewr: The followers of this view tried to liberalize practices

of the secular Turkish state. Theif aim was to replace the asserlive secularism with

a moro passive seculalisln. The central right parties, including the DP, the Justice

Party(JP),theMotherlandl,arty(MP)andtlreTruePathParty(TPP)generally

adopted this Position2'

(b) Austcrc vi$v: A few Islamic movements and cot1lutunities generally

tended to focus on Islamic tenants and preferred to keep silent about secularism,

such as teaching the Qur'an to the youth ancl opening donnitories for students'

Among these groups Nur rnovement foundcd by Beditizzarnan Said NltLsis, was

the most prorninent school of thought. To them "Ninety-nine percent of Islam is

about ethics, worship, the hereafter, and virtuc. Only one percent is about politics;

lcave that to the rulers." Hefurther said "l seek sheltcr in God fron.r Satan and

\'A
po tltlcs.

(c) Islamic view: NajmuddinErbakan is considered originator of this view.

He founded the National Order Party in 1970 and the National Salvation Party in

1972. Both pafiies wcre accnsed of being anti-secular and disbanded following

the military cor,rp d'6tats of 1971 and 1980. In 1983, Elbakan foundcd the Welfarc

Par-ty (WP). ln the 1995 national elections, the WP received 21.4 percent of the

lM.LlakanYavuz, "The Eurergence of a new Turkey: Democracy and the JDP Parti" university of Utah

Press, 2006. Pg 139
2AhmetT.Kuru, ,,secularisfir and State Policies toward Religion: The ljnited States, France and Turkey"

Cambridge University Press, 2009. p.241r
,e n.tigio.r, leader mainly inclined torvards Sufi doctrines. Also, creator of the Nur ltrovclnent and writer

of the [isale -i-Nur.Nursiis faith movement has played an ilnportant part in the resurgencc of Islam in

Turkey.
,Be.liiirran.lnr.r Said Nursi, Risu Ie-i NurKiiltil,al, ,rn" Epistles of Light Collcctionl (Istanbul: Nesil, I 996),

lc)22. p.368
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votesandbecametheleadingparty.Erbakanbecametheprirneministerinl996

in the WP-TPP coalition. FIis fbllowers are knorvn to bc hardliner and staunch

bclievcrs of Islam but despite all they generally avoided direct criticism of

secularism.l

2.2,4 AchicYements of Islamists

In 1990's the Islarnic movement had a significant awakening and it starled tuming

to be a strong player in the political field. In beginning of 1997, a harsh waming was

given to the Islamic Refah Party (Welfare Party) by thc secular arrled forcc i'vhich was

laterlollowcd byarmed forcestakcovcr in Irebruary 28, 1997. Conscquently the coalition

ol itcfahand TruePath Partybroken down, as the RP was closed down by the Turkish

Constitutional Court. Toppling of elected Govcrnment by Military Establishment proved

very obstructive for Muslims to practice Islam also for Islamic education in Turkey'The

ban on wearing headscarf in universities was finnlyimposed, the institutions of religious

education known as [nam-Hatip2 seconclary schools 'nvere shnt dorvn, and teaching the

Qur'an to children under age twelve became against the law. The military

disqualifiedsupposedly Muslim and known vifluons officers. Adding to this, Islam

oricntcd businesses and econonricinstittttions faced official prejudice' 3 Such

dorninationresulte<J i1 a conversion in Islamic parlics in tenns of thcir views of Turkey's

llU rucmbership, and secularism. a Erdogan' Justice and Development pafty was

aprominentplayer in this alteration. In 2000, thrce young leaders;Erdogan, Arrng and

Abdullah Giilgave emphasis to their pro-secular and pro-dcmocratic ideas,5 Parlicularly

Erdogan' associates stressed to reinterpret the Secularisrn in moretolerantrvay,

assc(ingthe rcligious liberty and rights of individual. They believed that the ncw

intcrprctation of secularism, should express the fact that Turkey is bearing dual

rGuncs Murat Tezcur, "Muslim Rcformers in Iran and Turkey: The Paradox of Moderation " University of

Tcxas I'rcss, 2010. P.146
2Hatip is from Arabic word "Khatib", the onc who convey tl.re address'
3 M. HakanYavuz, "Cleansing Islam from the Public Sphcrc," Joumal of Intemational Atflairs,54:2000.

p.71-42
i ihsan D.Da[r, "Itethinking Ilurnan Rights, Dcurocracy, and thc Wcst: Post-Islamist Intcllcctuals in

'furkey." Critique: Critical Middle Eastern Studies 13 (Summer 2004): 135-151'
slirdo[an anci Annr;'s intervicws, Zamarr, liebruary 6,2000.Also, Giil's intervicw, ]liiniyet, February 8,

2000. Visited on: May 15,2013
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civilizations at a tine. It is a part of the West; on the other irand, its population is

significantly Muslim. It is thereforc i[rperative that secularisrn in Turkey nlust be in

conformity with this dual socio-cultural background' An analysis and true

accornplishment of secularism in Turkey is necessary. Therc is no room for a

monopolistic, totalitarian, and Jacobin secularism in Turkish society. The JDP promoted

a secularism assuring freedom of religion and conscience. The JDP govemment faced a

complex sifuation. As, state institutions had to show thcir loyalty to the established

secularism if they want be legal and lar.vful in Turkish politics.lwhcreas, there existed

ever increasing pressure to redefine the established notion of secularisrn in Turkey'

Ilrclogan openly stressed "state netttrality toward all religions and doctrines" while

cxpressing his consideration of secularistn.2

Erdogan' par-ty practically could not succeed to remodel secularism in Turkey

because of its power restriction and legal barriers. flte reasorr bchind the powcr limitation

of the JDP was the opposition of the I(amalist elite Presidcnt Sezer3, the RPP, also the

rcsistance from the Constitutional Court, the Council of State, and the generals to protect

theaggressive secularism in state. While some other groups of media and industrialists

u,cre also opposing it and referred it to the dcfinition of secularistn byConstitutional

Court, and its declaration that the offrcial nature of Turkey as a secular state is and

unchangeable. Contrary to the court's viewpoint the Turkish society, is really religious'

It is very hard to limit leligion to thc plivate sphcrc while letting the public sphcre

dominated by the secular, in s religious society. "Secular" Turkish laws and state follows

tcligiotrs freedorn in public sphere while encourage national identity and nationalism for

thc hornclar.rd or.r the whole. Concerns over the potential for conflict between a traditional

social order o1'the country embedded in Islam and secular establishment supported by the

miiitary resurfaced with the landslide election victory of the Islan-rist-based Justice and

Development Party in 2002.Generally, it is considered that JDP is an inheritor to

I Sce yiikselSezgin, "Can thc Isracli Status Quo Modcl Help Post-February 28 Turkey Solve its Problcms,"

'f urkish Studics 4 (Autumun 2003) p.47 -70
rllrtlofarr inte rview to Zaman on February 6, 2000.
j.l.hc "[0,h presiclent of Turkey (2000-i007), was elected after Suleinran Demirel by Grand National

Asscmbly o l"lurlicy.
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l]rbakan,l{efahparty,whichrlranagedtoformgovemmentbutsoonoustedbyaffnycoup

in \991 . Many prorninent members of the current ruling class inclusive the country's

Primc Minisler and President were knowingly affiiiated with the banned Welfare Party'

2.2,5 Current Scenario

The constitutional validity of the Justice and Development party has been

challenged several times by the secular rivals. In March 2008, an appeal by the chief

prosecrltor to close dowm the Justice and Developmert party including its pioneer;

Abclullah Gr.rl and I{ecepTayyipErdogan, was barely discarded by the constifutional court'

Parly and its leaders were blamed for to set up an Islamic statc butErdogan kept stressing

civilian superiority over the military persistently. Of late in a stark contrast to the past

verdicts of superior courls, the heavy sentences given to retircd military officers in

Ergenekon casel (Judgment annolrnced on 5 August 20fi),2 indicates the success

ofl]tclogangovernment inaltering the nature of the connection betwcen civilian

govcllllncnts and thc military.Previously military was considered as the final authority in

'lurkislr politics for decades andduring 1960 and 1997,lhe army dissolved four civilian

governments.After 5 years of proceedings in court, finally the court delivered 17 life

sentences to previouslywell-known figures of the rrilitary, including politicians and

media correspondents, in Ergenekon case . The case has rvrecked nTilitary domination of

approximately half a century, andprovided stability and more favorabie conditions for an

increascd utilization of power by the civilian government'

1'hc Ergenekontrial were based on a beliel that behind weakening and even

overlluow of governments in past, there was a network of secularists, army officers and

business leaders. In the Ergenekon case, the government ofReccpTayyipErdoganblamed

that network conspiracy canse social tlnrest in society that would later inflame a military

revolution. T1.re court largely agrced with tl.re govemment's argument. In only five years,

the Ergenekon case has changed people's opinion of the government from largely

rEr.gcucl<onis the secret nctrvork of the secularist, ultranationalist ir"r Turkey rvith possible relation with

n].*lr.., of the country's military and security forces. It aims to overthrow the elected govemments'

2http://j an g.com.pk/j ang/au920 1 3-daily/05-08-20 1 3/u45 29'htm
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progressivc, to authoritarian. with the final decision of the court in Ergenekoncase, the

Ifumalist model of authority comes to its end within Turkey. Certainly, today none of the

traditional institutions of the Kamalist regime;courts, legislative body and military, are

strong as much to bound the powcr of a strollg government. The court decision has

deeply changed the landscape for Turkish politics by considerably reducing the chance ol

military intetfcrence. As of a today the Turkish Governtnent have very good relations

rvith thc command of the rnilitary, currently hcaded by General Necdetozel. I

J'he success of Erdogan' party, as measured by many, is because of its best

economic reforms as party policy makers were ft1lly aware of the fact that economy is

among the founding stone of a succcssful goverutucut body. I{owever, the smart legal

policies of Justice ancl Development Party cannot be neglected in this regard. As the

slrwival of JDP in government withotrt facing any major interference of army, is due to

thc initiative taken against the military involvement in govemment'

lGeneral Neocletdzel is thc Chiof of the Turkish General Slal'f since 201 l.IIe is an army man with strong

democratic credentials.
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3.1 Biography of NajmuddinErbakan

The account of Turkish religious politics is one and the same to the story of

Erbakan in politics. NajmucldinErbakan rvas undoubtedly one of the leading names in

Turkish politics, His role is very valuable in the currcnt sifuation in Turkey. The revival

of Islarn in Turkey is perhaps the most astonishing incident that happened in 20th century

and role of Erbakan in this regard is highly commendablc'

3.1.1 Early Life

NajmuddinErbakan (NecmettinErbakan), his nal11e "Najmuddin"exactly be

translated as 'the Star of Rcligion,' rvas definitely the star ol 1'urkey's political Islam'

Erbakan was bom on 29'h Octobcr, 1926, in the city of Sinopr, in Northem Turkey' IIis

l'athcr Muhammad Sabri Bik was a judge in Shari'at court for many years' Erbakan was

brought up by Shaikh M. Zahidl(otku2.

Erbakan got his early education in Istanbul and Trabazan, and then he graduated

as Mechanical Engineer from the Istanbul Technical University (ITU) in 1948. After this

he moved to Germany for higher ecl.rcation and catned a PhD Dcgree from the Getman

RW1H Aachel University. He was a bright student throughout his education carrier. On

his relnm to Turke y he was appointed as Lecfurer at ITU and later Prot-essor in I 965 'l

On his return fom Germany, Erbakan was very enthusiastic about applying thc

revolr.rtionary ideas of German industry. He presented many projects to the Minister of

the State at that time. These ideas could boost Turkey's economy and can free Turkey

from US dependence. Erbakan strongly believed that Turkcy rnust produce its own

automobiles.Aftetward, the first vehicle was shaped in thc first local automobilc

rSinop is situatcd on the most northem margin of the Black Sea coast, in modem Turkey, It is the capital

ol'Srnop Provincc.

rllc rvas lhc Irnaur oflskenderpaqa Mosquc and a Naqshbandi Sheikh. Erbakan u'as deeply influenced by

the shcil<h Kotku morally and ethically.
http://www. worldbulletin.net/?aType=haberYazdir&ArticlelD:707 63 &trp=

I Muhammad Mustafa, "AI-Harka al Islar.nia al-Hadeetha fi Turkiya" (S-l, .J 4-:+JJl iJ")-,,Yl {S-Fll)

p. 159
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corporafion of the country initiated by Erbakan. The GUMUS Motor Company, another

firm set up by hi[r began its serial production on March 1, 1960. In the same year

lndustrial Congress in Ankara, Erbakan introduced the Turkish rnade engincs produced

by the GUMUS Motor Company. He told the Congress that his new industrial aim was to

produce automobiles in Turkey. For the aira of producing the hrst Turkish made car,

Er-bakan was given permission to use the Eskisehir Railroad workshops (CER). Thus,

the DEVRIM Automobile's first domestic car was produced in Eskisehir.l At the request

of the military, Erbakan presented an industrial conference that was attended by morc

than 200 high-ranking rnilitary officers. The title of his plesentation was; how to solve

tl.re clevelopment problems facing Tr,rrkey and countering the Delcnse Iudustry's needs'

Before getting into politics, Erbakan participatcd in rnany associations.At first, l.re

jorned the Mcchanical Engineers' Association and became its chairman. Shotly, he

scrvcd tls Secretary General in Turkish Union of Commcrce, Industry, and Trade

Exchange. Since he always asserted the importance ofwelfare of the undersized

tradesmen and craftsmen, he stood for their rights in the union.

3.1.2 Political Carcer

Life and political career of Erbakan are closely connectcd to the most popular

pro-Islamic political struggle in Turkey. Blend of successes and setbacks has always

rnarkecl his carecr.

First Erbakan wanted to work as an academician but then he realized that he carr

not accomplish his goals as an acadernician because he observed that the routes of the

problem in Turkey lays in its political system. So he decided to be "An opposition within

1he system" and for this he appealed frorn Konya as an independent candidate in 1969.

He rcceived the victory and become MP. Erbakan ideology was published in manifesto,

ancl titlccl MilliGor-Lrs (National View) in 1969. MilliGorus concerns about the basic

religious education Islamic moral ancl along with devotiuga lotconcentration to rapid

rhttp://www.eskisehir-bld.gov.trleng/eskischir turu_devrirn.php. visited: Novembcr 12,2013
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industriai development and independence of Turkey economicallyl. Soon after, he

formed an Islamic Party named the National Order party. The party was pioneer to

advocate the Islamic identity in Turkey. This party was banned by the Military

Govemment in l97l and was accused of having anti secular agenda.2 As he was the trlan

ol slruggle so he reformed the party in 1912 andoperated as a Deputy Prime Minister'

UnloltLurately 1he party was banned again by the rnilitary in 1980 he was jailed by the

secular authorities. He was banned to participate in any kind of political activities from

1980 to 1987.On his return to politics, by continuing the headship of Refah, Erbakan took

strong actionin opposition toKamalism, 3 and promoted an Islamic currellcy, Islamic

NATO, Islarnic [IN, and an Islamic version of European Union. Also he condemned

Zionism publioally and throughout his political career he was in favor of the Jerusalem

recapture carnpaign. During 1980s and 1990, RP was successfully spreading its vision,

objectivc to all liom rural to urban middle classes.aErbakan argued that the resnrgence of

Islan in the twentieth century has followed a four-phase course in the relationship

between Muslim countries and the West. The first phase was one of wars between

Western countries and the Islamic world at the bcginning of the centrtry which was

followed by Western dornination. The third was independence, and finally there was a

period ol dcvelopruent as the Muslim countries entered into a close interrelationship

basccl on brotherhood and mutual aid. In Erbakan view, this last phase will ultimately

lead to thc cl'eation of a United Muslirn Nations (as an alternative to the IIN); a Muslim

Economic Community, with an Islamic Dinar as common unit of currency, and a Muslim

version of NATO.S

rAli Carkoglu, Barry Robin, Barry M. Robrn, "Religion and Politics in Ttrrkey" Routledge, 2006, p.48-66

l MLrstafa Erdogan, "lslam in Turkish Politics: Turkey's Qucst for Detrocracy without Islanf'. Critique,

1999, p.25-36

rl(anraiisnr: Ihe political, cconomic, and social principlcs advocated by Kanral Ataturk and designed to

create a nodem republican secular Turkish state out ofa portion of the Ottoman Ernpire.

4lhsan D. dagi, "Islamic Political Identity in Turkey: Rethinking tlie Wcst and Westenrization" Turkish

Studies; 6, ZOOS.p. lZ-tA. See also, Z. Onis, 'The Political Economy of Islarnic Resurgcnce in Turkey: The

Rise olthe Welfare Parly in Perspcctive" ,p,743-66

58inrrazToprak, ,,lslarn and Potitical Development in Turkey", Leiden: EJ Brill, 1981, p.104

1

49



NaimuddinErbakan' IsIamic Movement: an Analysis

on his return to politics, hewas nominatcd as head of the Refah Parry.

Erbakanwas a strong supporter ofinovir.rg back frorn the "North Atlantic Treaty

Organization"l, terminatingall kind of contracts with lsrael along with rnaking progress

regarding wann and quick relations with Middle Eastem countries as Iran Egypt and

Syria. IIis suggestions were trulyrpsetting for Western leaders, as they had relied on

fricndlyanclopen secular govemment in Turkey. Still, Refah got a prominent victory in

1995, Parliamentary elections and capfured 158 of the 550 seats in the Assembly. This

shows that Erbakan found a large number of supporters for his vierv. Thus, Refah

becorne the forrner Islar.n oricnted party to win a comlron election in Tr'rrkey. Erbakan

forrned the coalition government with Tansu Cillel of Tnre Path party (TPP). 3

3.1.3 Views and Contributions

I. On Zionism:

Erbakan faced many hurdles throughout his political struggle. His parties were

banned one after another. The reason behind this all opposition was that Erbakan very

openly mentioned Israel as a rnajor threat against all Muslirrs and condemned 1he secular

reforms and sccularism. LIe betieved that Israel could not accomplish his ambition

1vithout threatening Turkish independence. His anticipation was based on thewidespread

.Tervish belier,e alsopointcd out in the OId Testament and frequently repeated by Zionist

aucestors.'1

Jews consider that so called "Promised land" comprise theregion between the

rivcrs Euphrates and Nile; and it includes considerablcpan of Turkcy' Also, Erbakan

always expressed his views very fi'ankly about the expansion project of Israel. When

Israel announced in 1980 that Jerusalern will be their capital,Erbakan opcnly stated;

I Military alliance established by the Washington fteaty (Thc No(h Atlantic Treaty) in April 4, 1949.

2 Ciller was economist and politicianand remained the Prirne Minister of Turkey between 1993 and 1996.

She is the only female Prime Ministcr of Turkey up to now.

3M.l-lakanYavuz, "Political Islam and the Welfarc Party in Tulkcy." Conrparativc Politics, 1997 p 63-82

a l(ing Janres Version, "Biblc" Genesis . l2:7 , 13: 1 5, I 5: 1 8.
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"those who know Zionisml compare it to an oatoptls. This octoplrs has numbertess arms'

Comrnunisnr is one antt, while capitalistl is another and racism another an.n' Those who

becomc part of these withottt knowing, are serving Zionism, arc fighting for Zionism -
ivhatcver they might call themselves"2

Ccr.tainly, Erbakanpresented his ideology and views, regarding the negative

inlluences of western theories either political or economic, in such a way that was

profoundlyrooted in anti-Zionism.Erbakan' perception of tlte world' affairs can easily be

understood by his interview given in 20073:

"A1l nonbeliever nations are one Zionist body; Jews want to occupy the land from

Morocco to hrclonesia, thc Zionists worked lor 5,767 years to put up a world order in

which Jcws nrted the power and the money, the US dollar is Zionist cuffency' the Jewish

,.bacteria" must be detected for a treat to be found; Zionists initiated the Crusades, Jews

founded Protestantism and the Capitalist order; and Bush attackcd Iraq to build Greater

Israel, so Jesus can return."

Erbakan also pointed out that Zionism had enslaved Muslims and the other world

population thror-rgh economic and political clominance. He never forgot to mention his

anti-Zionist thought in his campaign. He also realized that dcpendence on the west

politically and the implementation of westem life style was a Zionist trick as the ultimate

purpose of Zionism is to demolish Muslim lands and to destroy the Islamic values and

social life of Muslims. Once he said: "The brain of the exploitation monster that

I Thc National movement of Jews aims the restoration of lhe honreland for the Jewish people and the

attainment of Jewish dominion in the land of lsracl.

2 Syed Muhammad Qasim, "Revival Movcmcnts of Islarn and Islauric World:" Al-Faisal Nashran , 2011.

p.665

I David Vielhaber, "The MilliGorus of Gennany". http:/i www.hudson.org/research/9879-the-milli-g-r-s-

o I'-ge rmany- visitcd: April 2,20 14

5l



NajmutlclinErbaltan' Islamic Movemetlt: o! !noly::

opprcsses the world is Zionisur. Its l.reart is Cntsader Europe, its right anl1 is Amcrica and

its left arm is Russia."1

II. Forcign policY:

Er-bakan also condemned secularism as National Order party; the first party

establishedby Erbakan, wasaccused of acting against the secular nature of the state and

was ultimately banned, When repeateclly bans were put on Islamic party initiated by him,

many of his followers and companion were fed up with def-eat. 1'hey argued hirn to admit

the reality that Turkish society is dominated by sccular authorizes and survival is almost

impossible without accepting the Secularism with US etc. Erbakan refused to do so as he

bolievcd that it's tnore important to rvork iu right direction than succcss' I{e rejected the

lotion of "superior west" and asserted the superiority of Islamic civilization and its

compatibility with science.2 He was in an open opposition to Turkey's membership to the

EU; to him EU was a "Christian club." Irollowing his lslarnic foreign policy agenda,

Erbakan gave his first visits to cottntries such as Iran and Libya.

III. Formation of D-8:

LIe is also the inventor of the organization connecting eight Muslim countries3

intcmationaliy, well-known as Developing Eight (D-8).4 Six star flag of D-8 symbolizes

the six basic principles or targets of forming the organization;

r Strategy of No war, efforts for peace.

o Dialogue wili be the prefened rvay in case of disputes

r No double standards ofjustice

o Equality among all, supremacy belongs to God.

rRaphael Israeli, "Muslim anti-Scmitism in Christian Europe" (l{ew Brunswick: Transaction Publishers,

2009), p. 108

2TurkerAlkan, "The National Salvation Party in Turkcy' in Islam and Politics in the Modern Middle Easf'.

MetinHeper and Raphacl Israeli, eds. St. Maltin's Press, 1984, p. 89

r Jeflrcy Hayncs, "Religion and Politics in Europc, the M'iddle East and North Africa" Routlcdgc,

2009.p.156

4D-ll inolutlcs 1'urkcy, Pakistan, Nigeria, Iran, Egypt, Bangladcsh, Indonesia, and Malaysia
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e Cooperation with lslanic world

r Detnocracy, freedotn for all and protection of hurnan rights

His movements shielded the nationai and spiritual values of Turkish people' Due

to atl his efforts Turkey to some extent returned to its ltistoric role. Due to all the efforts

of Erbakan today's Turkey that is a lot more at easc with itself and its placealong with

Middle East and Europe than it was before . Even though almost all Turkish governments

clidn,t paid attention to his warnings to rcsist ties to Israel and to stay away from Europe,

but 'nul<ey's role in the region has been significantlyimproved with time. To be sure,

'l'urkey's bgtter relation with its neighboring countries especially with Muslim countries

clearly illustrate the Erbakan' original "national view," but the policies behind these

foreign associations are nuch more praglllatic and less ideological than Erbakan'

visualization. Stil1 Turtey has improved its position of perceived inf-eriority with Europe

and got recognition of its particular potencies, r.vhich have to a large extent, increased its

pl'essure influence in the region. I

Apparently Erbakan ernphasized tl.re internal danger facing the Islamic world in

the twcntieth cenfury. This danger comes from Muslim public figures and movements

which have wittingly allowed them to be enchanted by Western ideas of nationalism,

socialism, iiberalism, econouric dcvelopment and dctnocracy' fhose lallen in love for the

Wcst, are Muslims in appearance only.2 A necessary result of all this is intellectual

slavcry of the Muslim world.

In confast to secularist intellectnals, who see conservative Islam as a state of

inertia and the reason for the decline of the Ottoman Empire,3Erbakan interprets the

decline as a consequence of the Ottomans'aaceptance of the influence of foreign culture.

The increase of western influence in Ottoman intellectual thoughts resulted in decrease of

Islarnic philosophy and traditions. According to Erbakan it was the supcriority of Islanric

,S, d .j;rJ' ir"\'rl 1S!l .p 160-170

: llmrnanucl Sivan, "Sunni Radicalisnr in the Middle East ancl thc Iranian Rcvolution", LIMES 2l(1989)

p.2

3The Dcvelopment of Secularism in Turkey. p.23-50
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philosophy that had been the key factor behind the expansion of the Ottoman Empire'

Thus, to recapture its magnificence and worid prominence, Turkey would have to return

to its past as a Muslim society. Erbakan also advocatc that to recover peace order and

social justice, the renovation of Islanic moral qualities in the Turlcish society is

imporlant. Erbakan rejected Western cultural influcnces and emphasized the exercise of a

national rnoral consciousness. He believed that Turkey could catch up with Westem

tcchnology only if its superior culfure and morality can be rcvived. Erbakan believed that

the country's problems can be solved through the material or technical and the spiritual

development plans. He also criticized the unjustified circulation of wealth and the

dependence of the Turkish economy on foreign rnarkets. IIe also condemned the weak

econourical situation, which result in Turkey' dependence on foreign aid and accordingly

has lost its dornir.rion in foreign policy. He also belicves that the developrr.rent of local

rechnology along tvith rapid industrialization would place Turkey among the materially

clcvelopccl oonntries I 
.

Ilrbakan' idea of democratic society is a system of govemment which enlarges the

moral brilliance of the individual and brings to porver or.rly those who obtain such

excellence, a political systelll which wipe out wrong spending, and corruption, in addition

to rnandating objective.2Erbakan gave prime imporlance to the issue of "social Justice".

I le constantly criticized the mling governments for their lack of concern to the troubles of

thc poor alcl lcccly. Thercfore the Wellare Parly has been continnously raising its voice

against rising plices and unemployment, the lack of sufficient social security and medical

insurance programs, and the misuse of government credit which favors the affluent with

social connections,3

The legendry leader was suffering from respiratory problems and a chronic vein

infection in his left leg. But he lost nothing from his passiou and zeal and held ureetings

I Islam and l'oliticat Dcvclopmcnt in Turkey, p 158

rMctinlleper, SabriSayari, "Political Leaders and Deurocracy in Turkey", Lexington Books, 2002'p'140-

l4l

3BinnazToprak, "lslam and Politicat Development in Turkey", Lcidcn: IIJ Bri1l, 1981 p. 103
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witlr party associates even in hospital. He died of heart failure on 27, February 20ll at

the age of 85. Many important Muslim figures, frorn around the world attended Erbakan'

funeral in Ankara on March 1,2011. Ilamas Ilealth Ministcr BassamNaim issued a

statement follorving Erbakan's death. In his statement Naim referred to Erbakan as a

',...lcading figure and thinker of the Muslim world." He continued saying: "Turkey and

thc Musliur world have lost a major flag of contemporary Islarn who devoted his entire

Iit'e to Islarnic issues, particularly those in Palestinc and Jertlsalem." 1

Obviously Ideology and passion could not die, call for revolution could not go

worthless, and Erbakan was that ideology, passion and call lor a change. He was

movemcnt himself who always believed that limits exist only in mind, regardless of all

hurdlcs; it's our willpower that matters to accomplish a goal in life.

3.2 Different Phases of Erbakan'Islamic Movcment

lhe evolution of democratic system in Turkey had its effect on the continuous

struggle between the Islan-r and secularism. Now, the govemnlents had to pay attentionto

demands of both sides: Muslims and secularists. As the discontentment of the religious

masses was one of the mainreasonsat the backof the rise of political Islamic parties in

'l'urkcy. The powcr slruggle between Islauric and secularist groups rcmained peaceful and

witlrirr thc legal framework of the democracy.In 1964, after the conversion to democracy

occr"rnccl in 1'urkey,more than fwenty political pafiies were establishcd to confront the

ruling parly in the approaching elections. Among them, NajmuddinErbakan is one of

leading names in this regard. Erbakanfounded and rernained leader of a number of

Islamic political parties. Thcsc parties gained popularity and worked efficiently bttt were

banned by secular authorities ofTurkey,

'l-he whole struggle period can be divided into three phases:

l. Ilstablishment of political party.

2. Divergence within the party.

I World bulletin, politics- 14:08, Fcbruary 27 , 201 1, Sunday

55



N aj m rlrli n Er b a ka tt' I s I anli c M ov e nrcn t : an A naW

3. Achievements and contributions.

3.2.1 Establishment of political party

ThepoliticalvisionofErbakanwasthoroughlyagainstWestcmizationand

sccularization, he asked for depose of secular Kamalists regime all through his political

caroef. I-l c was anappealing, determined ieacler, who was completelyaware of

theadurinistrative procedures, political bodies, and standards of west. In 1969, his

political career began when he was succeeded as an independent candidate for Konya,

after failing to get Demirel's support for his inclusion in thc Justice I'arty.lI11 1970 he

founded the MilliNizam Party, "National Order Party" and served as its chainnan' The

economic crisis of the late 1960's had changed the existing balance of class forces' Big

business interests, based mostly in Istanbul and organized into large holding companies,

clash bcgins with small and medium provincial asscts. The Justicc Party steadily gained

popularity among big business and as a result lost thc stlpport and favor of

remainingpopulation. This resulted to the formation of rnany small political parties'

Among them, the National Order I'arty of Erbakan was the very first Islarric party to

elnerge and distinctly promoted the philosophy of political Islam' The party's electoral

sr,ipport was mainly based on craftsmen, nndersizedmerchants and other low incorne

miciclle classcs withincountry. From that time, Erbakan has dirccted five Islamic parties,

lour ol which were closed down by tlie military as they were accused of having anti

secular agenda2, In the meantimeErbakan presented his point of view asa plogram,

known as "National Vision" whichcarries out theschedule of modifying Turkey into an

Islamic state.

I Sulcirnan Denrirel is a Turkish potitician was gtlr Presidcnt ofTurkey and had served five tirnes as the

I,rimc Minister. He was electe<l leadcr of thc Justicc Party altcr Adnan Mcndercs Democratic Party was

b aun ccl.

2lrolitical parties ol Erbakan were banned by the constitutional court as they were blamed to violate thc

Article l4 of the Turkish Constitution related to secular nature of the state. The articls 14 states that any

right or the freedom demonstrated in the Constitution is not allowcd to practice rvith the aim to violate the

integrity of the state its nation and tcrritory, or challenging the existencc of lhe Turkish RepLrblic Also, any

plan to wipcout the lundamental rights and freedorn assured by the qorlstitution or any eflort to placc the

govemment uncler the control ofa specific group or individuals, is not permissible.
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The "national view" was the focus of the NoP program; first political party of

Erbakan formed in 1970,the program asserted that it's thc need of the time to adapt the

Islamic values in order to make progress. Thus mutual aid with lslamic cour.rtries along

with rapid Inclustrialization was given importance. Furthennore, formation of Islamic

World Uniorl was suggested and promoted to replace the European Economic

Com6u,rnily. As the party was in favor of Islarnic values and thc corporation between

Islamic countries so secular authorizes considered it a threat and ultimately was banned

by the military in 1971.rSoon after, here-established the party it belowthe title of

National Salvation pa(y. Supporters' of the party were thosc social groups such as minor

tradesnan and artisans which had been hardest hit by economic policy and were least

able to delcnd themselves thror,rgh existing political instirutions. The National Salvation

I)arty's strcss on r.noral virtues attracted those people who felt thcir traditional institutions

a6c'l values to be under attack. The National Salvation Party was comparatively successful

in 1970 elections. NSP remained the coalition partner in many governments formed

during its period.The success of the party was rrainly due to its recognition that the prior

cause leads to electoral srrccess is to satisfy the basic needs of thc voting public'2Rapid

indgstrialization was the focus of the party. For this, the party requcsted to the Anatolian

etltrepreneurs with traditional and regional backgrounds, together with requesting the

poor ancl promising themincrease in goods priccs will be controlled and minimizedalong

withother social welfarereforms. Economic growth was the declared goal of the party and

was given more importance.

In 1980, the military inten'upted again and NSI' was closecl down. Ftttthennore,

the successor of NSP, the Welfare (Refah), was established in 1983 wl.ren the govemment

was har.rcled over to civilians by rrilitary generals. The Welfare Parly and the National

Salvation party both shared the common stratcgy of answering the needs of public to

incrcase party acceptance anlong masses. With the exception that the Welfare party was

'NiyaziOktem, "Religion in Turkey" BYU L. REV, 2002. p.371,395*396

2MehranKamrava, "Pseudo-Democratic Politics and Populist Possibilities: The Risc and Dcmise of Turkey'

Rcfah Palty". British Joumal of Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 24, No. 2 (1998), p.275'301
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more active at the masses level. To help the poor people, widespread community services

were offered by the party activists. The party also became a channel for social mobilityl.

This resulted in maryelousvictory of the party in 1994 municipal election;as Welfare won

28 municipalities. After a year in 1995 elections, the Welfare Party remained so

successfirl that it was able to form a coalition govemment. The task of configuring the

goverurcnt was given to Erbakan; the welfare leader, as the party had received the

maximum percentage of votes. So, in 1996 Erbakan became the prime minister.

The reason behind the success ol the Welfale pafty rvas that it had lcarned the

first lesson of delrocracy; to respond to the interests and demands of the people entitled

to vote, On the other hand, with this all the party strongly stood against the issue of

scorlarism and rvas advocating the Islam. During this Welfare Parly gets the sr'rppo( from

Islamic lntcllcctuals who were struggling for religious frccdom, from Sunni Kurds

looking for state identification and from the urban poor massesthat were in quest of social

integdty. 2 Gulalpillustrates the social base of the movetnent as: "A vertical bloc

comprising segments of difflerent socio-economic classes, united in their common

opposition to Kamalism and their expression of political will thror.rgh the asscrlion of an

lslamic identity"s

Soon Ilrbakan rvas forced to accept i8 recommenclations rcaffirming that Tr,rrkey

is a sccular state. Among them more highlighted are:a

o Prohibit any calls for the implementation of Islamic law.

. Impose censorship on Islarnic radio and television

. Prohibit the wearing of any outfit that disregards state law, meaning a ban on thc

vei1.

I Political Islarn and the Welfare party in Turkey. p.71 -73

2 Political Islam and the Welfare party in Turkey. p.63-82

3 Gulalp, Haldun. "Globalization and political Islam: Thc Social days of Turkcy Wclfare party"

Intemational Journal of Middle east studies 33, August, 2001.p. 433-448

4DiyeRashwan, ,'The Spectrunt of Islamist Movcrncnts," vol. I , Verlag llans Schilcr, 2007 .p.199-201
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Revive article 163 of the penal code that criminalizes any religiously motivated

political activity.

In.rplementation of t1.re article 174 of the constitution, which uphoids the sanctity

of reforms in place,from the tirne when Turkish republic was established in 1923'

N4ake education compulsory for eight years, which, in effect, meant the closure of

schools for imams and preachers.

Close Qur'anic schools run by Religious people.

Ban the establishment of a new mosque in Taqsim Quarter in Istanbul

Dismiss some provincial govemors due to their mcn.rbership in the Islamic

rnovement.

IIold heacls of parties responsible for statemcnts and dcclarations made by mayors

bclonging to their parties.

The Militaly briefed govemmental and judicial organization about "Islamic threat"

present in Turkey. Due to tl.ris pressure from National Security Council, on June 18, 1997

Erbakan had to resign. Welfare party was banned and Erbakan was expelled from

parlian.rent by the Turkish Constitutional court for 5 years. Challenging the official ban,

thc welfare party was reernerged as the Virtue (Fazelit) party but it was banned in 2001

and was accused of a center for anti-secular activities. As soon as the bar on political

activities had ended, Erbakaninitiated the Felicity Party, and remained its leader in 2003-

2004 also in 2010 and onwards.

The parlies led by the Erbakan r,vere the very first Turkish parties that were real

Islamic parties, that is why Erbakan' political parties were largely faced conlrontation

frorn sccular administrative powers of the Stateand from civil society groups and were

ultilrately banned one after another. I{owever, he continued his efforts playing a vital

role in Turkish politics and for renaissance ofIslam in Turkey.

3.2.2 Divergcnce within the PartY

Soon after the ban on virtue party June,2001 two opposing factions emerged

ivithin the party; fundamentals and innovators. The reason for the split was the
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differences of opinion amorlg the urembers of party. The diffcrences between two can

easily be ruderstood by the idea defined by Daniel Brttmberg,r I-Ie largelycategorize the

nature of Islamic sects into three;

I{aclical Fundan-rentalism, Iteformist Fundamentalism and Islamic moderation or

liberalism, consequently, parties who follow radical ftindamentalism planned at using

force to alter the system of the state in order to form an Islamic government. Whilethe

parties who have the aim of establishing an Islamic statc following Islamic law, but are in

opposition to use of violence and moderate in their policiesbelong toreformist

fundamentalists group. Or it can simply be stated that they try to establish electoral

support to win the elections. 'Islamic Liberalshunt for extension of religious freedoms in

a largely clemocratic situation. The aim of Islamic Liberals is not to form an Islarnic state

As a substitute of doing this they struggle to co-exist with the secular establishment of the

state. So, we can defineWelfare Party as a refonnist fundamental;while Justice and

Development Partycan be define as an Islamic Liberal party'2

Fundamcntals were now in the Felicity Party (Saadet Parly) after closure of Virtr.rc

(Fazelit) Party. Abdullah Gul and RecepTayyipErdogan were leading Innovators. Initially

botli paflics shared sarne destiny and were banned front politics later Erdogan was elected

as JDI' leader.

The Saadet Party is a political organization, which caries out its activities in

accordance with the Constitution of the Turkey]. On thc other hand thc Justicc and

rlevelopment party also do not cleflne itself as an lslamic party instead choosing to

dcscribc them as a liberal ciernocratic partya. The constitution of the Justics and

lllc is an assc.rciate professor at Georgetown University also a senior program officer in the Center for

Conllict Managerncnt. Thc center aims to focus thc issues of democratization and political relonn in the

Islamic world.

2William Hale, Ergun Ozbudun, "Islamisrn, Dcnrocracy and Liberalisrn in Turkcy: 'flre Case of the

JDP"Routledge, 2009. p.09

3Saadet Parly; The Statucs of thc Party. Saadet.org.trlkururnsal/chaptcr-i-general-principals/47. Visitcd:

January I 9,2015

'r Islam, Democracy and Liberalism in Turkey.p.20
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Development party also cleclares that the party is officially a secular political pafiy, as

Turkcy' Constinrtion requires of all political parties.

"l'he cnrrent Constitution of Turkey; the constitution of 1982, do not support any

religion and as well not classify an official and certified religion for thc

state. I lhe Constitution allow the religious freedom at personal level, but it restrict

the religious groups under the control of state, and the constitution openly affinns

religious groups are not allowed to parlicipate in Turkish politics representing any

religious belief or fonnirrg a religious party. Under thc Article 24 of the constitution,

cxercising religion in politics is banned. It forbids even the partial involvement of the

hrnclaprcntal social, economic, political or legal order of the state in religious principles'

While in the Article 68, political parties whose agenda, proceedings and principles are

found close to any religion are supposed to be shut down by the Constitutional Court.2

This is the reason why the political parties of Erbakan wcrc closed down one after

another becanse of their Islarnic activities by the Constitutional Court.

Saa{et Parly is the last pafiy that belongs to the National outlook movement' In

terrns ol its idcological otttlook, the party is very similar to its predecessor moderate

Islamic Weltare Party. The party strongly condemn joining the EU, capitalism, relations

with the US and Israel.3Saadet Party officially defends fundamental rights and freedoms

recognized by the international commttnity, rule of law and social equality, along with

freedom of Religion; religious bcliels and practices. Thc pa(y program states that

eachhuman beingshould enjoy religious freedom, and freedom of ethicalvalues. In

a6clition everyperson shor,rld also have the right of offering his religious duties and

worshipping in isolation and in a group. The program also claims that the Pafiy' higher

goal is to develop the population morally and spiritually by national and religious

rThe World Factbook," Cenrral Intelligence Agency (CIA). wrvrv.cia.gov/library/publications/the-

worldfactbook/geos/tu.html,) visited: January 24, 20 13.

2 Ergun Ozbudun, "Thc Constitutior.r Systcnr of Turkey: t 876 to lhe Presctrt"' Palgravc Macmillan,

201 I .p.28

r IIun.iyct Daily News.Akyol.M, 2010. http://wrvw.hr,utiye tdailynervs.corr/meanwll ilc-rn-the-i slamisr

sanrpalrp823 0.aipx?pagelD:438&n=rneanwhile-in-the-islarnist-camp8230-2010-08-03, Visited: January

18, 2015.
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values.lThe Felicity Party works both as a political party and a vast social organization' It

has party branches in almost every district, small towns and cities in the country. The

parry' program also stress that the rnost inrportant thing that difTerentiates Felicity party

l}om thc othcr parties is their spiritualism. As n.rentioned in party' program; "the party

takes "tlte improvement of one's self" as the source of spiritualism and prosperity can be

achieved only with the achievement of thc materialistic sicle along rvith spiritualism,"2

The Saadet party has not been electorally successful, reccived jr'rst 2.5% of the

votes in 2002 gcneral election. ln general elcctions of2004 it won 4.1% ofthe votes aud

remaincd slightly successftil as compared to previous elections. While in 2011 elections,

rhe party could obtain onlyl.24o/o votes. Erbakan' Saadet Party was reduced to

insignificance because of the political success of Erdogan' Justice and Development

party.

While working on explanation of party' failure, I was in contact with a ntunber of

people in Turkey who are cuffent members of Saadet party. The point I came across was

that no changes were brought in their working methods and systerr; perhaps it's the

groq,ing inlluence ofthe Erdogan and his party that rcsulted in reduction of Saadet party'

acceptance by masses. However, to me this argument is not that tnuch worthy to give

good reason for the downfall of the Saadet party. As it's not essential that evolution of

one must result into breakdown of the other specially in case of rwo Parties like Saadet

and Justice and Developrnent who share the same past and belong to same origin. Both

parties and their leaderships belong to Erbakan, they worked together under Erbakan for a

long tirne.

As long as I am concemed, after going through discussions and related material, it seems

to me that there are fwo ulost iurportant reasons behind the downfall of the Saadet party;

rFp party program. http://wwrv.saadet.org.trlkurumsal/2.-characteristics-and-principlcs-of{hc-state/ I I 5

visitcd: January 19, 2015.

rFp party I,rogram. http://wrvw.saadet.org.trlkurumsali2. -characteristics-and-principles-of{he-state/l I 5,

visiLcd: January 19, 2015.
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r Leadership crisis

r Differences within the PartY

Unlortunately, it seems apparently true that party is depriving of a strong leadership'

There seems no one to bear the strong and influential qualities of Erbakan' personality

after his departure to replace him. Erbakan was courageous and insightful; his

understanding of social, religious and political issues and con<Jitions was deep and strong'

FIe was fully aware how to pave path to the hearts of his spectators and how to win their

tru st.

Sccorrdtlringthatcause]rarmtoparty'reputation,inrrryopinion,isthe

diffcrcnces between the party metl1bers. Diversity and creative criticism is always

welcomed in democratic process and difference of opinion is considered productive, but

if it go over it can be destnrctive. Undue criticism can rcsult in disputes among l.nembers

which can further Iead to dccline of the party' If parly' strength is fading' consequently

ttust olthe people in it will also shatter. This can finally lead to rejection by the masses'

So I believe, In order to recapture the strength and dignity the party had

previortsly, party need to take sonre crucial initiatives to improve the situation. It,s

natural that when people work together, misunderstandings and conflicts are predictable

but it,s essential that diffcrences shor.rld be minimizecl and instcad of always disagreeing

over minor issues, fbcus should remain on unity for achieving the greater objectives'

.I.hevictoryofWelfarepartyingeneralelectionsofFebruary2S,lgg5,andclear

victory ol JDP in November 2002, convinced various secular groups to take necessaly

measul'es against "Political Islam".

Among many other reasons of JDP success in 2002 elections, the Mayor-ship of

Erdogan under Welfare, label is cmcial as after the victory of Welfare party in local

elections of 19g9, Erdogan had been elected rnayor Istanbul. Turkey biggest city' victory

by an lslamic pafty was a real npset for the secularist and Turkish media since they have

taken it as an proof of Islamic reinstallation, and adanger for secttlar society' During his

Mayol ship hc focused largely on solving plobletrs of the city; Water supply' pollution
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etcl. Ihe mosr condemned policy of Erdogan administration was the ban on the alcohol.

Sccular elites consiclerecl it as the first step towards launching an order based on Islamic

larvs and as anti-secularshift2. Keeping in view the whole experience of Turkish Islamic

political parties, it can be summed up that democracy is the best fonn of government as it

provides space for the anti-system parties, though it restricts their activities and moderate

their ideologies. Definitely, Turkish experience has so much to leam for other Muslim

countries. Turkish case also demonstrate that democratic system works best if chance ol

working free is given to Islamic movement.

Accordingly, thc leadcrship of JDP declares that they did not base their Party

around an Islamic identity, and emphasized that its focus was democratization. The party

considered the well of the nation, the rule of law and stability as the main reference to its

idea of government3. Erdogan kept in rnind the experienccs of its predecessor Islamic

Parties and learnt that without compatibility with Amry and Secularists group political

survival is inadequate. As MetinFlepcr describe that relationship of Islam and democracy

may rvorl< smoothly if Islamic groups keep their struggle restricted within the limits of

rhc sccnlar system and depose of their effort against the basic principles of the

secularism. As well as, the secularistshave notenforced their values and ideologies on

Islamic groups.a

So the leadership of JDP asserted that the Party favors the secular democratic

natulc ofthe state, anrJ they also declared that they are against the religious exploitation,

asserted that secularism restricts the state not the individuals. Erdogan himselfexplain his

statclncnt "my refcrence is Islam" by affinning that his reference to Islam is at private

lcvels. For this, they avoided the label of "lslarnic democratic" for their party, the

I Megan Cox Gurdan,.'The Face of Radical Islam" Clrristian Science Monitor, Vol 88, No. 139 p.6

2Alven Iran Cinar, "Refah Party and the city Administration of Istanbut : Liberal Islam, Localism, and

I'lybridity" New pcrspectives Tulkey, No. 16 (Spring 1997)p.37

ilslamisnr, Democracy and Liberalism in Turkcy, p.20-21

'rN4ctinllcpcr, 'lslam and Democracy in Turkey: Toward a Rcconciliation?',The Middle East Journal, vol.

5l , no. I (Winter 1997), p. 45.

slslamisnr, Denrocracy and Liberalism in Turkey, p.9
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Jr,rstice and Development parfy finnlyclenies having Islarnic agenda and described itself

as a traditional clcmocratic party. Still Secularists camp blame that it's just a deception

they are having an Islamic agenda in real, as they do not have any other option but to

present themselves as reformist or innovators as it was not legally allowed to refer them

as Muslim activistsl. In November,2002, when JDP swept to victory rvith 34% of the

votes the felicity party was relegated to the sidelines. Ilrbakan continued with Saadet

pafty, remained active, and enrled his days rvith it. Altcr Erbakau, Mustafa Kamalak2

was the newiy elected head of the Saadet Party since March 5,2011'

I(ecping in view the parties led by Erbakan it can be observed that, determination,

consistency, firmness, and never acceptanc€ of impossibility are the unique features that

mark the political career of Erbakan. This also is ar.r evidence of his agitation for

renaissancc of Islam in Turkey. The Turkish case briefly explains thc fr-r-rstlation and

hardships associated with the process of revolr,rtion ancl convcrsion to democracy and

rnodemity. Turkey has been struggling to blenditself with the modern world for two

ccnturics. It has accomplishe<i much in tl.re process.Yct thcre is still a long way to go'

3.2.3 Achievements and Contributions

Turkey is a unique Muslim country where statc religion is not Islamalthough it is

a sccular state with an Islarnic society.3On the other hand, today's Ttlrkey is distinctly

more Islamic than it was in the 1970s. As Islarn was not declared as state religion, many

organizations and parties based on Islamic philosophy or which are anti-secular in their

idcologics wele batrned occasionally. However, luckily, Erbakan' Welfare Parly and

Justioe and Dcvelopment party of Erdogan somehow managed to win parliamentary

elections in 1995 and2002 respectively. The Welfare is an imporlant and good example

for other Islamic movelrerts, as it has proved its ability to deal with the unfriendly

circuurstances and to work in aninconpatible situation' WP not only accepted the

rM.i{akanyavuz, "secularisrn and Muslim Democracy in Turkey", Cambridgc University Prcss,2009. p.2

rN{ust0la Kalnalal< is the present lcader ofthe Ilrbakan' Fclicity Party'

j(iunlcr Scul'eft, "State and Islara in Turkey", Berlin (Gernrau lnstitute for International and policy, study

29), 2001, p.1
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dcnrocracy also practiced it so we1l, joined coalitions with other parties and made

cor.nplomises where needed and acted responsibly in triumph an acted as a "loyal

opposition," in defeat.

In 1969, Erbakanpublished his politicat ideology, known as the MilliGririig. His

ideology which is clearly based on Islam, adds Ottoman and nationalist inlluences to its

conscrvative political dogma, an anti-Westcm stancc and the idea of hannony arnong all

tlre world's Muslims. Also, Erbakan' contribution could never be ignored as hedirected

u,ay ol lslamic movements toward democracy, in a Muslim country with secular

constitution.

When in 1970, Erbakan founded the National Order Party (NOP); it became a

proper platfomr to display the Islauric icleologies of the Islarnic movement. tlcside the

protcction of traditional moral valucs, the party's also paid attention to economic

strategicobjectives, like rapid industrialization supervised by the state, tl.re development

ol'hcavy industry, and the safeguard of small companies. Parly also criticized Turkey's

alliliation with the European Community (EC), and predicted itas unfavorable to Turkey

commercially.l

The Nationat Order Party was the fomrer pafiy to raise voice to initiate the state

investment program for the Kurdish part of the nation state, which remained deprived of

rnany rights for a long time. Furthermore, even though sccularism was generally agreed

upon, but the program was repeatedly promotedteunination of the state's controlabove

rcligion.lln palliamentary elections of 1973, the National Order Parly a1l of a sudden

appealed as the third-largest party with 11.8 percent of the vote, and it mainly had the

most support from the poor and neglected areas of the central Anatolia and from

Kurdishedge. In a coalition consisting ol a uniquc uuion of left rving nationalists and

Islamic National Order pa(y, NOP rvas in govemment to execute responsibilities frot.u

rOemal I(arakas, "1'urkey: Islam and Laicisnr betrvecn the Intcrcsts of Statc, Politics, and Society." Pcacc

I{cscarclr I nsti tulc Irrankfurt (PRIF) 2007 .p.1 4

rMclihYr,rriisen/AtillaYayla, Die TtirkischeWohlfahrtspartei, Sankt Augustin (Konrad -Adenauer-Stiftung,

Inteme Stndien No. 134) 1997, p. 30.
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Janrrary to November of 1974. The most irnportant decision of this paftnership rvas the

cxpcclition of Turkish troops to Cyprus. Throughout this small tentre another change was

the increase in number ofschools for the training ofpreachers that increased from 36 to

437 andthat of mosques from 43,000 (1972) to 57,000.r

Erbakan, National orcler Party openly attacked the global influence of rvhat he

saw as a Zionist plan and called for a break in rclations with Israel, and condemned

relations with Israel and its treatment of the Palestinians, He wasin opposition to the

Ulitecl States because of its "Zionist" and the "lsrael-fricndly" policies and insisted that

lurkish law should be readjusted according to Islamic 1aw.2

In January 2009, Erdogan condemned the Israeli air campaign against the Hamas-

controlled Gaza Strip and statecl that "Allah will punish it."3ln 2009, the annual lnceting

ol. WEF in Davosa, he publicly scoldeil the Israeli president, accused Israel of killing

I)alestinian children and referred to Gaza as an "open air prison". That October, Ankara

halt lslacl fi'orn participating in joint nTilitary exerciscs with the US and Italy, and called

upon tlie world to recognize Hamas as the "legitimate govemmcnt of the Palestinian

people."sTwo years later, at the opening of the UN General Assembly in September

2011, Erdogan spoke again to this theme by describing the Palcstinian issue as a

,,blecding wound" anci accused Israel of troubling all attcmpts to resolve it' And,

Irnsurprisiugly, hc sttttts up the demands his government has issued to Isracl charging it

rvith having made "a serious mistake against a country and a people'6

I Islarnic Political Identity in Turkey, p. 124.

2Cemal Karakas, p.15 Atso in, Philip Robins," Suits and Uniforms: Turkisli Foreign Policy Since the Cold

War" C. Hurst & Co. Publishers, 2003,p.146-147

rSaziyaBurcuGiray, "Turkish Policy torvald the Israeli-Palcstinian Conflict," Ed Moshe Ma'oz' Muslinr

Attitudes to Jcws and Istael.Susscx Acadcmic Press,20l0, p l73'

4Thc world Economic Forum (WEF) is a self-goveming intcrnational organization dcdicated to improving

rvorld conditio:r through private cooperation. It mainly focuses the issucs world is facing currcntly,

inclLrding health and thc environtlent.

sl or)1 Cortntry; lurkey, between Secularisnr and Islamisrn p llT-121'

6 Neil MacFarquhar, "Harsh Words from Turkey about Israel, and From Iran about United States," The

New York Tirnes, 22 Septenrber 201 1.
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Erbakanalsostronglypromotedanlslamicfundarr,rentalistpoliticalphilosoplty

u,hich calls for a corneback to national-historical roots together with modernization' This

philosophyisbasedonasyrrbiosisberweenindustrializationandculture.Itsaimisthe

creation ofa strong Turkey -Great Turkey once again'

After the political ban on National Order party' whcn Erbakan reinvented his

party under the ..Welfare,, title in 1983 he very clearly described his idea of Islamic

nationalism which can be summarized as:l

r Islam is thc plimary bond uniting Turks'

rTheroleofstateinmodemizationandindustrializationisverysignificantandit

must be played accordingly' He always admired the German model of

industrialization'

oThestatemustbeawellarcstateandpursuesocialjustice.

rTheCulTonttinancialorderofprofit-basedtransactionstnustbereplacedbyan

Islamic economy'

o (llear opposition to membership of Turkey in the European Union' also

Westernization of Turkey is not accepted anyrore' Turkey has to return to its

Islamic roots.

One of the reasons of ban on Erbakan and its party' Welfare was that he had

always supported the observance of the headscarves in public and especially in

eclucational bodies.2Atparty's 4tl'mceting in October, 1993 Erbakansaid: ""' In four years

oi.or'rr'partygovemment,weneverallowediraplernentingthearticleofPersecutionCode

against any child, also there was not such hostility toward wearing headscawes"'

Erbakanalsoadvocatedthepluralityoflegalsystem<lerivedfromthe..Madina

Agrecment", which hadassurecl basic right to live according to their own legal system for

tire minorities; Jewish and other non-believer's communities, not according to Islamic

r'l'hc Spcctrunr, .P. 1 97-198

2 Islanrism, Detnocracy and Liberatism in Turkey p 4-6
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Iar,v.I(eepinginviewtheMadinaAgreement,Islamicintellecltralandpoliticianssuggests

tlratunbiasedsocialco-existenceofdifferentreligiousgroupsispossibleifeachreligious

grouphadachancetofollowhislegalsystemfreely.Additionally;onl0october1993at

Welfare party conferenceErbakan had spoken as follorv:

.,...Weshallassureallhumanrightparticularlytlrerighttoliveaccordingtolegal

Systcmapersonprefers.Thegovemrrrentshouldbefreefromcentralism.TheStatewhich

r\,asestablislredbythesecularelitcsisanexploitivestate,rvhichisnotservingitspeople

instcadexploitingtheirbasicrights.Itdoesnotallowtheliberlytochooseone'scodeof

law.Ifgotthechancetoservethecountry,weshallassurethataMuslirnwillbeableto

getmarriedbeforethemufti,ifhedesires,andaClrristiarrwillbeabletomarryaccording

to his preference in church'"l

WhenErbakanwasinpowerhcmadeclearStatementsthatindicatedlrewantedto

chatrgcthcclircctionofTurkishforeignpolicy'Flisfirstinternationalvisittolran,Libya,

Irgypt and Nigeria showed that he was more concemed with iurproving Turkey's

relationswiththeMuslimscountriesthanthoseofwestemspecif,rcallyUnitcd

States.zErbakanalwayspresentedhisparlyastheonlypartywlroishonestlyworkingfor

the benefits of the people, but he did not relegate himself to dealing only with do[restic

issues.3 Most irlporlant of all Erbakan' contributed in laying suitable grounds for the

coming Islam loving people to come in power and that's what we observe in elections

200Trcslrlt..I.hcJr"rsticeandDeveloprnentPartyrrnderErdogangot334scatsoutof550

arrdthat,slrappenedinacountrywherewefindabsoluterejectionforreligionand

religiouspeoplebefore50years.PoliticalandgeographicalunderstandingofMuslims

haschangedespecialiyinTurkeyandgenerallyinlslamicWorldduetoE,rbakan,Forlast

20yearsofTurkey,history,lslanrwasrestrictedtothehearlsandtrrosques,andMuslirls

lr,ereconsideredasrrriddlingpeoplc.ItwasstlrelybecauseofErbakan,effortthat

rA. Marl< Wcisburd, "Comparative Human

Carolina Academic Press, 2008'p'49-50

Rights Larv: Exprcssion, Association' Rcligion"' Vol'01

2YaseminQelik, "Contemporary Turkish Foreign Policy"' Greenrvood Publishing Group' 1999'p'90-91

rContemporary Turkish Foreign Policy p'83-90

69



Naj nnrclclinE rbalcan' Isl ami c Mot'emenl : an Analysis

todayMuslimsofTurkeybelievedthattlreymusthavethestrorrgestrighttobeheardin

the future of their country'

YusufI(anh,fromHurriyetDailyNewscommentedonErbakanas:"certainly'he

was a Mujahid. Hc never acccpted defeat. I{e never accepted less than Islar-nic lesurgencc

for Tr,rrkey and that's why he never compromised on his "national view" political

prirrciple,Iicwascourageotls'facedproblemsthrouglrottthispoliticalcareer;hisparties

wercbannedandhewasexpelledfrompolitics'eventlrenhefacedmediawith

determination and a smile on his face. one of his students, BiilcntAunq said about him'

"Erbakan was a man who did politics for the sakc of God'"1

Snrely, Erbakan was not just a politician with an Islamic viewpoint' Ihroughout

his life, he kept the flanre oflslam burning during the darkest days ofthe secular control,

stnrgglcd hard aucl sacrificed. Also, he had credit of proving that it's uot impossible to

shinc in unli.icndly circumstances, his party was not only able to fona government but

also proved its ability to work within democratic structure'

AfterdiscussingErbakan'politicalideologyan<lhislifethororrghlyinthis

chapter, uow I shall move toward the Itefah party which was the finest of a1l the political

partiesolErbakanasitwaswellorganizedofall.Nextchapterwillgiveanaccountof

l{elah as a success story of the Islamic movement incluciing the Da'wah and social

wcltarc stlatcgics adoptcd by the party'

ffi.com/delault.aspx?pagcid=438&n=in-nremoriaur-Najrntr<1din.erbakan-2011-
02-28. Visited: Decembcr 28,2013
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4,1 Da'wah Strategy of Erbakan'Refah Party

.fheriseofRefahpartytonationalprominenceisconnectedtothererrrarkable

organizationalcapabilitiesoftheparty.Inordertowidelysprcaditsmessagetothe

pcople, l{elahdepended largely on a wideset-up of volunteers and members' The number

of these volunteers and members is increasing since the formation of party. In 1991,

Refah had 800,000 registered members and this number itrcreascd to 1'6 million in 1993'

Cgrrently parly claims to have more than 4 million registeled members' Mostly parlygot

thc sr,rpport along with mer-nbership fron.r the graduates of lslamic schools; Imanr I{atip

ancl Qur'an schools. These institutes were closed down under Ataturk and were reopened

in 1951 and arc legistered with the dircctorate of Religious Affairs' Numerous students

ar.e rccciving education in these institutes; they saw Refah as the only devoted party

struggling for revival of Islam so their electoral support went for Re fah'

Religiously educated people were highly motivated for Refah but it is not enough

to interpret the success of ltefah with religious education. Therc are a number of reasons

that resulted in vigorous increase in party popularity, support and membership. A survey

was condnctecl by Rcfah officials to identily tlte reason behind the growing fraction of

mcmbers joining the party. The results of the survey establish the following reasons:r

disappointment of the secular parlies to provide domestic stability

Prosecution ofthe peopie by thc state

I']rohibition of Islan-ric dress code

r 'l'hc I(urdish problern

Unemploylent

Anti- Islamic media

rllirol A. Yesilada, "Comparative Political Parties and party Ellitcs: Essays in Flonor ol Sar.r,uel J'

Iildcrsvelcl," University of Michlgan, 1999. p.134-140
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U.S led operation ofl'er e asc and its support of the Kurdish workers party (PKIQ

Ihe fascination of Refah's message

llising terrorism and govemmcnt's incapability to deal with it'

NowmovingtowardstheDa'wahstrategyofRefahparty'lwentthroughanumberof

books and was in contact with many active rrrembers of Saadet party, brrt could find

any specihc or typical Da'wah strategy. I believe, while sttrdying Erbakan' Islamic

rnover.uent, it should be kept in tnind that Da'rvah is not only about addressing the

hugc audiences; instead it should be taken in rvider context' If we talk about their

methodology;theywerenotsostrictlikelkhwannorhaveanyspecificlevelslike

Jamatlslami or the other Islamic movements have. Also, they arc wisely opcn; anyone

who is agreed upon and loyal to party' aim and objectives, is likely to be a tnember.

4.1.1 Organizational Sctup of Party

In 1990s, the Turkish community can be categorized into three fractions;

1. The political people; who were in politics and were against the ideology of Refah.

2. Neutral or common people; who were either supporlive to Refahideology or

against it, among them a sub category can be those who wcre ignorant of Refah'

program and message.

3. 'l'he Refah's stlppofters
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TheRefahtnetrrberswereadvisecltofocustlresecondgrottping,wlrichwas

supposed to be the future of Refah or at least they will vote for llefah if parly succeeded

in changing their political views.l

Social platforms and employment campaigns run by Refah party underline it from

the other political parties of Turkey. The executive setup of the Refah Party was

extremelybuilt-up and was planned to penetrate evcu into most basic level of every zone

namely the apartment building. Certainly Refah's Lltmost strength lies in its party

workcrs. Refah has the largest network of party workers, and amusingly they are in

contact with even tire average Turkish citizen. The highly provoked, well-disciplined and

strongly dcdicated supporters consider their struggle to reassure Islam and lslamic values

in society and they consider it as a task specified by Almighty Allah. They function at the

basic level of community, paying visit to each and every area, street, and residence in the

town, separately collecting clata of every individual and family,estirnating the data' and

finding solutions for problems. In order to enter the srnall communities, a team of women

along with parly activists was there who can otganize home visits at any time of the day,

these fen.rale activists really contributed to party' strength and acceptance' The party

workers preftrred personal, face-to-face interaction rvith tlasses rather than mass mcdia;

they use to go door-to-door for explaining the parry's plainviewpoint. They approach the

ailing people providing them medical aid, helping jobless people in finding suitable jobs,

helping children in their home tasks, and providingfoocl, fucl, artd other supplies that

people nced. Most importantly, they show kindnesses and admiration of the hardships of

lilc lbr ordinary people, respect for their occupation and their effbrts. 2 The tnost

prominent thing that makes different in Refah and its rivals was its ladies committees'

't'hcsc'ladies commission' were in each unit at every level. This ladies commission was

the most clynamic feature of the party; it played a vitai role in party's electoral success by

visiting family units every week. The members of this commission adopted a long-term

rThc Mobilization o[ Political Islam in Turkcy. p. I 92- I 93

rscncerAyata, "Patronage, Party, and State: The Politicization oflslani in Turkcy," Middle East Journal'

winter t 996, p 52.
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strategy and special attention was givcn to thc ignorcd, poor zones of the society' Their

main enphasized was on acceptance of Islam as a living social practice' While paying

r,r,eekly visits to homes, these Muslirn activist females taught tire others how to raisc their

chilclrcn implementing the Islamic rules and what an Islamic family should be' Sociai

gatherings rvcle also organized to talk about how to interpret Islam correctly, the rights of

womcrl given by Allah almighty and influence of current political and socioeconomic

issues on women and their families.l

The organizational setup of Relah dcmonstrates the importance that pa(y gavc to

each side of thc society in ordcr to penetrate in it. Ttre party divided its menlbers to

scctions. Every neighborhood had an officer to deal out to it, who in turn manages three

othcr oflficia1s who have the responsibilities of buildings. The neighborhood officer use to

report the infonnation to an inspector, who further reportsit to area chairman' Lastly, the

area chainnan report to provincial council of party' The council consists of 50 regular

members and 50 financers. The same systelnis lbllowed nationally. Party' intemal

structure can be understood by the following figure'

Avcnue otficer Street officer Building officer

Neighborhood officer

Inspector

Arca chairman

Provisional Party Council

I "Muslim women are getting organized" MilliGazetc, Octobcr 20,

"Becorning the other as a Muslaitn in Turkey : Turkish wotnen Vs'

Turkcy ll(Fall 1994)p. ll5

1991 . p.10 Also, Aysesaktander,

Islamist women" new perspectives on
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Itegardicss of tl.rese campaign hard works, Refah also utilized modem technology

tornai.tair.rautomated record of voter registration. These records were soprecise that once

thesc records were askecl by the Istanbul governmentseveral years ago, when ablast in

one ofthe poor urban area was follorved by plenty ofdeaths' The records ofRefah party

helped the administration to verify who had lived thcre at the timc of the eruption'r To

tun it,s all programs smoothly, and to support the party masses' the party was in need of

sulitcient funding. Many accused Refah pafty of getting funding from Iran' religious

groups and it is banned in Turkey. Refahstates "urost frtnds cotne from t-llembers (limited

ro $1200 ayear),including Turkish workers in Gertnany, and from religious and social

foundations."2

certainly the party' leadership as wcll as the cfforts of the rvorkcrs, added as

catalyst in party success. Refah grasped enormous acceptance in public because of its

capability of solving the econornic and social issues. fhc pa1'tywas also ablc to properly

aonvcy its message and ideology. So finally Refah was able to lift up the Islamic

lcstoralion r.rot only in Turkey but in entire islamic world'

4,2 Social Welfare Strategy and Policies

4.2.1 Social Welfare StratcgY

Summarizing the whole Turkish' experience it can bc stated that a quick shift has

bccn observed in Turkey, as it had altered from being the last protector of the Islamic

u,orlcl to aterr.itory where the supreme majority was Muslirns but lslam was not the

official religion, the Arabic Azanwas forbidden,Madaras were shut down and every

rHenri Barkcy, "Turkey, Islantic Politics, and the I(urdish Qucstion," World Policy Journal, Spring 1996 p'

45

rMarvine Ilowe, "Tension Between Islamists and Secularists Grows in Turkey," The Washington Report

on l\4iddlc East Affairs, MayiJune 1996. (http://wwrv.wrmea.org/wrmea-archives/ 170-washington-report-

arcliiVcs- l 994- I 999/tnay-j r.rne- 1996/ I 1989-tension-betrvcen-islanr-and-sccularists-grows-in-turkey. html)

visitcd: 22 August, 2014.
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pr.esentation of faith wascondemned. The fez and the veil were not allowed on the basis

thattheyarelirrkwiththepastandarechainsholclingbackthcmodernizationofthe

rcpublic.

Beginning in the 1960s, NajmuddinErbakan emerged as a central figure of the

Muslim Brotherhood into Turkey. fle appeared on the political scenario of Turkey by

winning election of 1970 as an independent from religior"rsly traditional Konya' He was

sureiy the greatest Muslim leader that had the credit of reviving Islam in Turkey'ln sharp

contr.ast to the refomist and secularist strength of the Ataturk period, Erbakan believed

'l'urkey .uvas in moral decay due to Western influences. He advocated filtering society by

restoring Islam's predominant role in it. A series of Islamic political parties were initiated

by NajmuddinErbakan during past 30 years, he was very eflhcient as deputy printe

minister in 1970s and prime minister in 1990s. In early 1990s, Islam or more specifically

political Islam r.rnclerwent a strong renaissance. The Welfare Party received 19 percent of

thc votc and won the rnayor sliip of 28 municipalities, together with two majol cities,

Istanbul and Ankarain local elections of 1994.While in national elections of 1995'

Wcllarc rvas able to receive 21.6 percent of the vote and formed a combincd govemment

with the True Path Party, with Erbakan as prime minister. Although the party had very

short tenure as government, but its efforts contributed a lot to society and resulted in

improving partY' irnage too'

fhere are many factors thatadded to Welfare's strong scleening. Possibly, the

central was a change in the poiitical program of weifare party;the new program gave

morc iurporlanoe to social matters ratl.rer than religious matters. lThis shiftpermitted

Wellirre to widen its call away from the aggressive religious right. Simultaneously,

welfare gained popularity and support from the urban poor's who previously had voted

for the Republican Peoples party, becanse ofits reurarkable Just Order prograurz Also the

political ideology of Refah affin,rs that the prinrc duty of the electcd governtnent is to

iDaIi, "Transforrnation ollslar.t'lic Political Idcntity," p. 25'

r'l'hc.lust or.clcr corrsistcd of thirty-one articles, which deal rvith social and cultural issues but main

crnphuses is givcn to econonric issues
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provide facilities to the voters. Denrocracy is the tbnn of government thatguarantees

i,rlividuals thc right to live accorciing to theirvalues.lRefahadvocate the freedom to wear

traditional religious clothes and that Muslims should be allowed to resolve legal issues in

Islamic couts if they prefer, and to carry out business as per Islamic guidelines'Refah not

only gave importance to practicing and adoption of Islamic valrtes at inclividual level but

also imporlance is given to community level, so, onQ must have to contribute to

comrnunity bcsidcs being faithful individually'

we1{aLc parly had the best ancl well organized setup and was outstandingwith a

groupofdedicatedMuslimswomen,whowereworkingvoluntarilyforthepartyand

added to party' strength by convefng party' message to every family through regular

home visits and providing a set-up of social and welfale help to the deserving people'

The party's workers network was exceptionallyefficicnt, targeting all the areas

u,hcre social and welfare help was needed; working in the slums and other poor areas in

cities, facilitating people to find jobs, giving free health care and medical aid along with

frec 1bod. Other social facilities provided by the party include the circulation of

freegroceries during the holy month of Ramadan and fuel in winter, providing assistancc

in home tasks for children of the poor, and establishment of the 'naniage waqf.2Erbakan

also guaranteecl thc dclivcry of low-priced bread, fruits, vcgctables and mcat to suffering

families within municipalitics of Welfare party mayors.3 He also stood for the rights of

civil scrvants who were asking for an increment in their salariesand also he promoted the

Islamic cu[ency (dinar) and was not in favor of the single European currcncy as planned

by the govemrnent for future.

Refah party not only worked on economic grounds but also ernphasized the

importance of uroralhonest and fairbehavior. All the tleubers of Welfare party were

advised to be polite and kincl generally and especially whilc dealing with public, also

I llrgun Ozbudun, "Turkey: How Far From Consolidation?," Journal of Democracy'1996.p.134

I pscucio-I)e:.nocratic Politics and Populist Possibilities.p.2 89 see Also Milliyet, l2 April 1995' p'

2 L . hu p://gazercar.sivi.nrilliyct.oom.tr /Arsiv/ 1995/04/ 12. visited: Decernber 2 8,2013

rPscucio-Dernocratic Politics and Populist Possibilities, p.289
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partycllcotlragedtherrrtousethetraditionalgreetingsintlreirdailylifelikereplacing

Gilnaydmwith Islamic greetingSelamiinaleykiim' 
t Refah also worked to enlarge the

position of Islamic associations and their functioning within society, for example Islamic

schoolsandbanks,comlnercecompanies,anclreligiousorganizations.The

steadylslamization of the systeln of govemment by Refah was an imperative step on the

way to launclling an Islamic state'2

Thc welfare Party was seen by the population as an altemative to the comrpt,

wcak and out-of-touch government of the late eighties. The welfare Pa(y's popularity

came from years of hard political work, running practically corruption free local councils,

and helping the poor, whose needs have not been ntct by secular govemment. The

success and increasing popularity of Retah party can be justified by many ways, bnt to

rne pcrhaps the loyal efforts olparty's masses contributed most in Refah' achicvements'

4.2.2 Forcign I'olicY challenges

Refaliheld an extraordinary agenda ofdefense and foreign policy for Turkey' At

national level, the most immediate security issue facing Turkey was the nationalist

rcbellion of the Kurdistan Workers I'}arty (PI(K), which had bccn constant in southeastcm

part of the country since the rnicl-1980s. Ths eastem and Southeastetx areas where tlie

I(urdish population lived were overlooked politically and economically from a long time'

'nre state neithel initiated any plojects to develop the areas nor permitted the I(urds to use

their mother tongues in their media and schooling. Under such circumstances' the

Kurdish workers Party come forwarded in 1975; an organization focusing the

southeastem part of Turkey, and started effort against the Tr'rfkish state' Basically its airr

was to work for cultural and political rights and libefiy of the Kurds in Turkcy' Later in

1984, thc PKI( was transformcd to a paramilitary group; it staficd attacks

ancl bornbings against government systeul, the nilitary, and various institutions of the

rRr.rssn , Ncrther, "sharia Nor Democracy: Undcrstanding thc Refah Par1y" Istanbul: Metis Guncel' 1994'

p.82-83,

2Sabrisayari, "Turkey's Islamist challenge," Middle East Quarterly, September 1996.p' 37
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srare. As this all was a side product of Republic of rurkey' foundation, so Erbakan

proposednothinglessthanaredefinitionofTrrrkishrrationalisminanefforttoresolvethe

country' most irritating intemal security problcm' The Refah pafiy openly accused the

Turkish state and its racist Ifumalist policies. Refah sr,rggested the Muslim solidatory as

treatment for the problem of PI(I( violence I

Asprimeminister,ErbakandirectcdFerullahErbas-RefahdeputyofKurdish

oligin-andanotherMuslimdeputylsmailNacar'tomeetrvithlcadersinsoutheastto

discusshowhostilitiesmightbebroughttoanend'Erbakanarguedthatl(urdsaretlre

Muslim brothers who had to be given thcir political and cconomic rights' The party

prepared a special developrr.rcnt progranl to strengthen eastern and southenr Tr'rrkey' They

promisecl to solve the terorism of PI(K rvith tnore appropriate, modcrn technology' 2

ChangesinTurkey'Foreignpolicy,werealsorecourmendedbyErbakan'He

proposcclalooscningofrelationswithUrritedstates,Europeandlsraelinfavorof

stronger ties with Pakistan, Egypt, Malaysia, Indonesia and Iran' which the Refah

considered Turkey, natural partner. The Welfare party presented five foreign policy goals

to extend Turkey' relations with other Mtlslimcou*tlies,they wcre as follow:3

1. To resolve the conflicts between variotts Islamic countrics, the estaLrlishment of a

Unired Nation of the Islamic countries was proposed'

2. Initiating a colrmon market of Muslirn countrics

3. Introducing a common Islamic culrency

4. A combined defense force of Muslim countries'

5'Thefoundationofaculturalcooperationorganizationbylslarriccountries.

rslcven A. cook, ,,Ruling but Not Govcrning: Tlre Military ancl Political Developmcnt in Egypt, Algeria'

ancl 'l'tu'kcy". JHU Press,2007 p. I l0-l l6

rYcsirnArat, ,,Rettrinking Islam and Liberal Democracy: Islamist women in Turkish Politics.,' SUNY

Press,20l2 P.30-40

3Semihldiz,..Refah.sForeignPolicyoutlook'''TuI.kishProbe,lApril]1994,p'7.
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Refah officials were fully confident that these proposed goals of foreign policy

may look distant but, if implernented; they would elTectively end the Turkey's and other

Muslim countries' dependence on the West. As cxprcssed in an interview by one of

theolficial of Welfare PartY:

"Wl.ren oornpared with the West, the lslamic nations are far behind today in

incorne and living standards. But we represent a gleat faction; a human grouping of 1.5

billion natives. We can increase current living standards ten times or even one hundred-

fold if we oan come together and work for our own market. This is not hatred towards tlie

West. We don't hate anyone. If s just that's wl.rat we want to do"'l

,,'fhe same as the West unites to serve its interests; the Islamic nation should unite

for its own good. This is both logical and the reasonable thing to do. This will save us not

oply in this world, but also in the one to come."2 Views expressed by another party

officia1.

Refah succeeded in getting the supporl of business groups in rnany of its

programs and ideology. The rlost imporlantillustration of this was MUSIAD, an

association of Muslim busincssthat was fonned in 1990 and was strongly supporting

thcdevotion to Islamic valttes ancl standards. MUSIAD rnainly focus the small to mediutl

sizecl busincsses. The members of MUSIAD struggle to earn by utilizing religiously

legalizcd way, also providing good pay and safe working conditions to its members' With

more than 2000 members, it is now the most powerful Islamic voice on political and

economicmatters. Both, Refah and MUSIAD,suggest that Turkey' political and economic

relations with other Muslim countries should be stronger and criticize the continuing

participafion of Turkey in Westem associations. They also are against the privatization of

conrpanics like telecommunications ancl transportation, and both argue that the financial

systcll bascd on interestis not acceptabie at the cost of lurkey's industrial growth' 3

rPseudo-Detnocratic Politics and Populist Possibilities, p.290

2Pseudo-Dernocratic Politios and l'opulist Possibilitics, p.290

I John Doxe y, "Islamist Busine ss Forgcs Ahead," The Middle East, I 996'p' 18
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Due to all its policies, also the social wcllarc prograll]S, thc party had displayed a

remarkable expansion and acceptance by Turkish society since 1983' The success of

Refah party was definitely a critical pointin the history of Turkey as it has shaken the

unchallenged continuance ofKamalists secular ideology' Turks today see their country as

part of rhc Islatnic world and consider thsmselves as being Muslims. Obviously this

coulcln't be possible witl.rout the charismatic leadership of Erbakan, and Refah'

volunteer's loyal etTorts added more to it.

4.3 Current Political Status of Islam in Turkey

After decades of decline (1923-1950) Islar.n underwent revival in Turkey (1950-

1980) and has now appeared as the dominant political force in the country' The republic

coltinues to have a secular constitution, and religion is still denied complete access to the

govcrning body, but religious forces have gained such importance institutionally and in

terms of their impact on the masses. Turkey' importance, in shaping the security

conditions of Middle East, to US strategy can never be neglected' Though it's a countly

with majority of Muslitns, at the sarne time it's a secular dcmocracy' A rnember of

NATO and a coutinuingally of U.S.The strength of Islarn is increased in Turkey during

last sevcral years. Previously, religion and religior.ts rights rvere just a divisionrandomly

tall<ecl by 1he parlies of mainstream center-right. While in 1970s, it appearedas a separate

political struggle undpr the guidance of NajmuddinErbakan.strong critics and analysis of

secular authorities was faced by the Islamic parties and many times they were banned

ultimately. Still, they managed to step forward in diflerent disguisesdemonstrating their

strength and stabilityalso their capability to catcl.r the attention of an irnportant part of the

l'uLkish electorates. Still, thcy remained generally a trimming movemcnt.lUsually, it has

bccn cor.rsiclered that rnost Turks prefer their affiliation with the Republic of Turkey over

being Mlslint. Conversely, a recent survey2 perfort.ned in more than 20 cities of Turkey

lVerner End, Udo Steinbach. "Islam in the World Today; A Handbook of Politics, Religion, Culture and

Society". Comel University Press, 2010 p.221-230

2Thc Rise of Political Islam in Turkey, p.23
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and ftinded by the Turkish Econotuic and Social Studies Foundation (TESEV), showed a

significant increase in the Turks preference of Muslim identity'

'l'urkso IdentitY

Turk 19,4

Mtrslim 44.6

Citizen of Turkish RePublic 29.9

I(r.u'd

Alvis 1.1

Other

No reply 1.0

The date clearly shows that religious association of Turkish people is almost fwice

the affiliation of Turks with Republic. Chainnan oITESEV Can Paker believes that if we

ciivic.lc 'l'grks into two categories then one-third of them are secular' and fwo-thirds are

religious.r

4.3.1 JDP- the Currcnt Ruling Party

The success of the Islamic rooted Justice and Development Par1y, in the two

current national elections, surely shows that political Islam is becoming stronger in

Tur.key' polilics. The JDP was ablc to won 34% of votes in elections of 2002

whichgranted the opportunity for party to govern on its own. The perfonnance of party in

the July 2007 election was even better, as party managed to receive 46.6 %of the votes,

while the party representing the Ataturk secular tradition, CIJP, received20.9 Yo of thc^

votcs and stood second. This rvas an unexpectedaccomplishment for a party like JDP that

2.7

1.3

I fhc itisc ol Political Islam in Turkey, p.23
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was new in politics as it was not present before Augttst 2001, and it also shows the

speecly change in perception of Turkish people regarding political Islam that has movcd

out political Islam from political gloom to become an activeparticipant of Turkish

politics. Though JI)P ncver interpreted itself as an Islamic pady but constantly asserted

that it's a "conseryative democratic party" but is always blamed by the many

Kamaliststhat it has a secret Islamic agenda to overthrow the secular regime so it's a

threat for the secular Turkish state.

Performance of the JDP fonns a major example of the "moderation" of political

Islam by embracing dentocracy, modernity, and iiberal global Economy' The party claim

to lbllorv conscrvative democracy in its prograras and its performance, since 2002, in

govcrnlrcllt has been noticeablyeven-temperedl. The iDP adopted a new strategy in

contrasr to Erbakan ideology although both struggle to same. The JDP has opened up to

the west but it raaintains close ties to the Islamic rvorld and has shown the way for thc

Islam ftlrther integratior.r into 'Iurkish society. The success of the JDP attributed to the

number of factors:- 2

) Positive cconomic developnrents

Support by Kurds and Mernber of non-Islamic Minorities who hope for greater

security and right as a result of EU demand.

Backing from a new post Kamalists gcneration that is l'rustrated and on the lookout

for new alternatives.

JDI, has achieved tremendous reforms regarding constant economic strength and

growrh, 'l'ur.key's EIJ succcssiontalks werc managed to start in 2005. Another factor

that highlight the JDP from others is its courage to standup to military' involvement

I . J F lloge, Jr, ,Turkcy at the Boiling Point" Intcn.rational Ilerald'fribune, 22 May 2007

I lslarn in the World Today; A Handbook , p. 221-240
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in democratic process. It became tho first ruling party since 1960, which has publicly

objectcd to the military's participatio. and criticism of the govemt,ent'1

4.3.2 Achievements of JDP

Justice and Development Party is always been accused of having some hidden

Islamic agenda. This belief is prevailing among secularists, who feel endangered by

Turkey's ruling Justice and Development party, which has links to political Islam in past'

The rcal jolt for such people was the announcemellt by the Prime Minister Erdogan that

his goal was to raise a "Religious Youth". In this regard a school a reform has been

approvecl rvhich lifts the ban on Madrasas and Religious schools. It includes measures

fhat will allow schools specializing in religious education along with the rnodem sciences

to take boys and girls from the age of I I instead of 15. Also there will be optional classes

of euran Studies and the life of Holy Prophet (SAW) in otl.rcr schools. The reform faced

critics of many who argue that quality of education will suffer, Critics also blamed thc

JDp for prornoting Islamic agenda which can be a threat to secular nature of country2.

Arrother project that sparked the anger among secular autltority was to redevelop

lstanbul's Gezi Park3 in to a complex with new lnosque and shoppiug centre. The project

inten<led as the Muslims living in the region ofTaksim <Iemanded for praying places'a

Before, il 1997 Refah party insisted on the satne and strongly argued that for 600,000

Muslims living in this are a thcre are only 3 undersized mosques andcirculating

population in these mosques is about 2 million.While for minority having population of

23000,there are 14 churches. Refah party also suppofted the project of mosque by

claiming that they want to "rebuild" the mosque actually. This is also revealed by many

rGovenrnent Flits Back at Military Interferencc in Election Process', Today's Zaman,28 April 2007

http://www.todayszaman.conr/latcst-news_govemment-hits-back-at-military-interlcrcnce-in-election-
process_l09749.html Visited: January 19,2014

2AL Arabiya, News http://wrvrv.alarabiya.net/ articlesl20l210313 0/204265.html.Visitcd: January 
.l9, 

2014.

r(iczi l'ark is an arca inside the Taksim Squarc.

i Illlc Ncws, http://www.bbc.co. uk/nervs/rvorld-europe-2275 3 75 2. Visitod: January 21, 2014
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Islamic dailies and magazincs that before 55 years there was a mosque in Taksiur' Tlte

rllosque was built during the era of the Ottoman Empire within the limits of headquarters

ol mililary at Taksim. The military headquarlcr along with the historical mosque was

cleanecl outtogetherin 1940by order of Ismet Inonu; the second president of Turkish

Republic.r

Among the most remarkable achievement of the govcrnnrent is that Turkey has

paid its final loan payment to the IMF and admirably, Erdogan is the only Prime Minister

who went on tour to United States without having any IMF debit. 2The very first lMF

loau rvas talcen in 1961 by the CemalGtirsel governtnent under a stand-by agreement'

From I961 till today, Turkey has taken debt of 56.5 billion u'S dollars. when JDP has

taken control of the Turkey' govemment, the debts to IMF was exceeding the limits and

IMF representatives were visiting Turkey every month for investigations. Before JDP,

almost all the govemfirentswere asking for the conccssion in loan lecovely and promising

the i[rprovements in internal policy to get more loans from the IMF. A new chapter

bcgins rvith the victory of JDP in national elections with Erdogan as a prime minister' on

pr.ior basis, the newly clected govcmtnent privatized the complete state sector and

initialives were taken to control and resolve corruption issues in newly privatized plan'

Through this privatization of the state sector, Prime Minister Erdoganlaunched a

total new economic model in which the recentlyproducecl privatc sector rvould not be a

burden on the state and the state would not excessively burden the private sector with

rules and regulations in retunr. Government has also taken initiativc of intercst free

banking i.e. Islarnic banking. According to a sttLvey, Islamic banking, which favors an

iDtcrcsr fi.cc system and foliows the requirements of Shaira (lslamic law),has emerged as

rl Iulriyct Daily Ncws http:/i wrvrv.hurriyetdailyncws.conr/wliy-a-mosquc-itr-

ra1<sim.aspx?pageID:43 8&n=rvhy-a-mosque-in{aksim-1 997-01 -3 1 visited: January 23, 2014'

rAL n I{n BIYA Ncws visited: !anuary 22,2014
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anoutstandingsystem, thc Islamic banks have expandcd at an average of l9 percent every

ycar, aud their n'rarket volume reached $1'3 billion in 2011'l

lrrime Minister Erdogan faced critic of secular authorities on ending the headscarf

ban.Erdogan said to his party' policymaker in a parliamentary speech:

,,We have now abolished obsolete provision which was against the spirit of the

republic. It,s a step toward normaiization... A dark tirne fina1ly comes to an

en<l...Lleadscarf-wearing women are full part of the republic, as well as those who do not

wcar it. "2

Secnlar critics of Erdogan see removal of headscarf ban as yet another move by

Turkey' government to impose an Islamic agenda along with the partial restriction on

sale and advertisement of alcohol. Between 10 prn and 6 am, traclers rvill not be permitted

to sel1 alcohoi whilc the sale of alcohol near worship places and schools will also bc not

allowcd.3

Iirclogan party has already successfully completed thrcc tenures, and in recent

electior.rs it again managed to succeed. Their continuing victory demonstrates the gradual

increase in acceptance of Islam and specially the political Islam by Turkish public'

Whereas Economy remained the main focus of the party, and possibly this is the chief

reason behind the success oflhe Justicc and development party'

rHuniyat Daily News http://rvrvrv.hurriyetciailyncrvs.con/Dcl'ault.aspx?pagclD=23 8&nid=43 3 60 visited:

Ianuary 22, 14.

I Al Jazcera, http://www.alj azecra.conr./nervs/curopc/2013/ 10/nrrkey-li lts-dccades-otd-ban-headscarvcs-

201 310814177943704.htm1 visited: January 22, 14.

rl lur.riyct , http://wwrv.huriyetdailynervs.com/restrictions-on-alcohol-sales-go-into-ellect-today-in-
trrrkcy.aspx?PagciD:238&NlD:54074&NewsCatlD=344. Visited: Januaty 22, 14'

87



Conclusion

88



Conchrsiott

From 1980s onward, Turkey has been going through the restructuring phase' The

changes have becn made in ahlost every sphere; social life, economic, politics' An

increasc in thefunction and position of Islam have also been observed and becoming an

important part of societY.

Islam was introduced to Turkey almost in thc Sth and gthcenturies. Consequently

to Islamic struggle, The Ottoman Empirecame to existence under the leadership of Ghazi

Usman, founder of the ottoman dynasty. The Empire lasted for more than 6 ccnturies;

llgg-1g22. After the elimination of rhe Ottornan Caliphate, the Turkish Republic was

lofincd uncler command of Kamal Ataturk, in 1923. Ataturk' main aspire was to

moclemize or better to say Westernize the Turkish society by all means' As originators of

republic of Turkey were determined to eliminate all the aspccts of Ottoman Ernpire so

changes were made frot.n top to bottom. Rcligion was banned on prime basis' because to

them, Religion would have been an obstnrction to thc process of so calledwestcmization

or modcrnization. All kind of religious activities were banncd. Aim rvas to uproot the

rcligious consciousness of the Turkish people'

'l'liings stafted to change with the introduction of multiparty system in 1950' Thc

1970s were of the great importance as the first serious political parties with Islamic

ideology were setup. Erbakan' MilliNizam party (National ordcr Party) and Millisalamat

party (National Salvation Party) contributed a lot in rcstoration of Islam into political

system of Tur.key. other three Islamic Pa(ies led by Erbakan are; welfarc Parly, Virtuc

(Fazclit) Party, Felicity Pa(y. He also published a manifesto "MilliGorus", which

accou-rplislt his ideology of restoring Turkey to an Islamic state'

'l'he Islamic parlies of Erbakan gave crucial importance to rapid industrialization,

mutual aid with Islamic countries and social welfare programs to uproot poverly and

providing better living conditions to all. The Islamic movell-lQnt also aimcd to implemcnt

Islam to daily life of the Turkish people. However with this all' the paflies never failed to

convcy their disagreement for the secularism and their affection and promotion of Islam

ancl Islar.nic refoms.
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Erbakan, struggle was not against tlie nroclcrnization of Turkey, rather he r'vas in

opposition to westem influence. He rejected the superiority of west and asserted the

superiority of Islamic civilization and its compatibility with modem sciences and

progress. He always emphasized on Turkey's strong relation with Muslim countries,

instead of West. The formation of Dcveloping Eight (D-8) is an impressive achievement

on his account. He also criticized the dependence of Turkish economy on foreign

rnarkcts. I-Ie argued that development of local tcchnology along with rapid

inclu strial ization rvould move Turkey from an inferior posilion in Europe to a position

ofidcntitlcation aud acknowledgment of its challeuging strength'

Erbakan was leader of very first Turkish parties that were Islamic parties in real

sense. His political vision was anti- western; anti- sccular. Throtrghout his political carecr

he was a resistance for the secular authorities' He struggled for the replacement of the

I(anralists regime with the Islamic. IIis moverncnt shielded thc national and spiritual

values of Turkish people. Secularist authorizes considered the Islamic movement a threat

to sccular rcgirne so all the parlies faced hostility and opposition and were ultirnately

banned one after the other.

In 2001, when the Erbakan Virtue party was banned, the Islamic tttovement

entcred into a new episode. RecepfayyipErdogan, who was a brilliant metlber of

Erbal<an group and was well-larown mayor of Istanbul under Refah' banner, announced

his cletachrnent with the party and clecided to form his own political party. This split was

cluc to clitlbrcnce of opinion rcgarding strategy. Thc emerging party was named Justice

and Development Party, which was an Islamic liberal party. unlike Erbakan, who was

fundamentalist in his policies and strategies and whose Islamic movement aimed thc

formation of an Islamic state, Erdogan tried to exist together with the secular organization

of the country also carrying soule aspect of Erbakan' Islamic movement.

Atr-rong all the Parties that Erbakan had formed, Refah or Welfare Party was the

6ost prominent onc. Refah embraced the popularity and enjoyed success in consecutive

clcctions; 1994s municipal elections in which,Refahnotninees for mayor ship of

Istanbulsucceeded in 28 municipalities, and 1995 elections, tl.re Refah Party obtained the

90



Conclusion.

lraxiutum pcrcetltage of votes, ultinrately the task of strttctr,rring the government was

givcn to the l{efah and Erbakanwas the prime r.ninister. Refah had the largest numbers of

members and best organizational capabilities. The success of Refah can be justified with

its best social and welfare reform.Refah' strategy rvas based on the first lesson of

democracy and that is to fultrll the requirements of the votels. Party' active members and

volunteers perfopned thorough social services to help the poor. The secttlar system of

the cor.rntry got worried about Welfare' increasing popularity and soon it was shut down'

I-lorvcver Erdogan' Justice and Developmcnt Par1y, which was mostly supposed

by the secular authorities as a continuity of the Islan-ric movement of Erbakan, excel

much into the secular system than the Islanric parties of Erbakan. Thc leaders of Justice

and Developnrent Party never disrcgard the miserable old expcriences of Islan.ric struggle

and leamt that the sr.rrvival in a secular system is only possible by avoiding collide with

the secr,tlarist groups and having compatibility with army. They believe that Islam-

clcrngcracy relationship can work be st and penetrate into the system if the Islamic parties

gct chance to work freely along with preventing their struggle in opposition to the main

principles of the secular organizationas well if the secularists stop enforcing their

assumed modern lifestyles and values on the Muslims.

The party' leadership asserted that JDP suppofis democracy, and party will

struggle for a dcmocratic secular state. They also declared that the party is strongly

against thc exploitation of religion; secularism can restricts the state regarding religion

lor tl.rc ilclivicluals. So everyone is fl'ee to follorv and practice the religion he is inclined

to.

After Erbakan' Welfare party, thc lslamic party that rose to prominent in 2002

elections rvas Justice and Devclopment Party. Though it was liberal in nalure but in

secnlar circles rvas considered as Islamic becausc its leading t'ttet.tlbers wcre frotn the

Isla6ic ntovement. In the very first elections, after Justice and Developrrent Party was

ibr-med, the party cmbraced victory rvith 34% votes. The reasons that are mainly counted

on this impressive victory' account are:
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. N{ayor-ship of Istanbul and wclfare rcforms

Erdogan enjoyed the mayor-ship oflstanbul under Refah labcl; he focused largely on

social problems. Many Islamic reforms were also introduced like ban on alcol.rol,

though it rvas partial but Erdogan faced strong critique ofthe secular authorities.

o Best economic Reforms

'i-hc nrarvelous continuous success of JD party can also be justified with its best

cconoutic refonns. Erdogan' policies had iifted the Turkey to lTthposition in World

economic Ranking of the countriesr. Another highlighted happening in JD rule was

the retum of IMF loan.

o Islamic llcforms

The incrcasing popularity of Justice and Development Pa(y among people is also due

rhe Islamic reforms that have been taken time to tirae. Like, ending the ban on

wearing headscarves, interest free banking, and paftial ban on sale of alcohol and

removing the ban on Islamic schools'

r Supremacy of civilian institutions over military

Previously, Islamic parties were banned often due the interference of the military in

thc govcflrment, so to avoid this, the JD party stood for the supremacy of civilians' To

strengthen the parliament and stop obstruction of army in country' administration, in

2003, the JDP government set offmodification to the Law on Public Financial

Management. Although it is not completely implemcnted yet, but it made the JDP to

bound the military budgct below the educationalfunds.

In 2006, to avoid the military interference in government during peaceful time,

anolhelrnodification was madc to Military Criminal code'

rhttp://www.todayszaman.com/op-ed-rurkish-econorny-declines-fiorn- 17th-to- I 9th-place-in-ranking-of-

biggest-economies-368579.htm1. Date visited: February 13,2015
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Conclttsion

1'he legal tloves of Justice and Developmeut party to minimize the military

involvement in the political field added effectiveness to the democratic process and

thesuccessoftheJDpartyclemonstratethegrowingstrengthofPoliticallslamin

Turkey.

Important Findings:

ArralysisofthelslamicpartiesandnrovementledbyNajmuddinErbakan,and

political party of Erdogan results in following findings;

1. The Islamic movement of Turkey is thc most sncccssful experience among

tlodem Islamic lnovement'

l. The task of Da'wah (Preaching of Islam) is multidimensional. lncludes a1l the

aspects of human life from individtral to collectivc level'

2. Da'wah should be an organized, determined and a continuous elforl to call the

hufiranity to the Allah (swT), towards accepting Islam as a complete code of life

and convincing them to implement and establishing the Islam in the political body

of the country. While the sole objective of this activity is to get the pleasure of

Allah (SWT).

3. Consistency and belicve is essential. As Allah (SWT) has told us in the holy

Quran that do not despair nor loose hope for you shall succeed if you are

believers.

4. Another salient feature of Erbakan' Islamic movcment is that they didn't go for

speed change instead their policy aud progress was gtadual'

5. Perhaps the best part of the movement was its social welfare strategy. They

attractecl the masscs through serving thenr and through fulfilling their needs.

6. It may also be right that movement has weakened to some extent on its

ideological basis, rifts and gaps are needed to be reduced more'
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Conclusion

7. Probably among many other reasons of Erdogan' party sllccess, continuous

govemance accogntability is very imporlant. Surveys are conducted in every

month to know the public opinion about party, also it helped to know that whether

party popularity has increased or decrease during thc rnorlth and what's the reason

bchind it.

8. Morcovcr, all means were r.rtilized to itrcreasc the acceptance of Islamic

movement in secular society; best economic refonns were introduced, policies

and initiative taken in this regard has lift the Turkey to top 20 countries in the

world econornic ranking. Also to smoothly run the dcuocratic systetn, gradual

amendments in constitution has been established regarding the suprenracy of

civilian institution over military.

'fhc history of Islamic struggle in Turkey, especially political struggle, also rcveals that

clemocracy is best for the organization of the anti-system parties. Turkey' experience

confirms that democratic system works best if the Islamic movements are given chances

to work freely. This is the most important le sson of Turkish experience, and it has role

model for other Muslim countries,specifically, if I talk about Pakistan, there are a

number of Islamic political partics stmggling for years likc Jamatlslarni, JarniatUlema e

lslam, Jamiat Ulema e Pakistan and many others. Beside all of their efforts none of them

coulci rose to prominence. Kccping in view the Islamic movement of Turkey, perhaps it's

the strategic limitations of these parties. Turkish Religious parlies go through transitior:ral

stages from conservative to liberally religious democratic parties. The democracy force

them to tighten relation with general public, and build social and welfare relation with

peoples of Turkey. They focus on every city, town and village and makc their units in

each village. Acljacent to Islarn and Islamic values their main foctts remained eaonomy

aucl clevelopruent. On the other hand Religious parties in Pakistan from the first day till

prcscnt arc working with same stratcgy, thcir conservative nature bridging gap between

general public and religious parties. Rigidness towards western countries and towards

technological changes created ambiguity in general public rnind that their mle will bring

them back to stone ages. The other problern religious panies are facing is, in Turkey and
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Conclusion

Egypt religious parties are making alliance with Nationalist parties while in Pakistan

" religious and Nationalist parties are working in difl'erent direction.
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