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‘structure of feelings’. Structure of feelings is a common set of
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“I have known what I believe to be tragedy, in several forms. It

has not been the death of princes; it has been at once more

r
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personal and more general.
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“It ( tragedy) is, rather, a particular kind of event, and kind of

response, which are genuinely tragic, and which the long
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tradition embodies.
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really the case that what is called the tradition carries so clear
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tragedy and the kinds of experience, in our own time, that we

ordinarily and pethaps mistakenly call tragic?”
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“yet tradition and continuity, as words, can lead us into wholly

wrong emphasis.”
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“It is common place, in the modern Greek systems, to abstract,

for example Necessity, and to place its laws above human wills.”
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“It (tragedy) is deeply rooted in a precise structure of feeling.
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“The real action is the known and grievous history of particular
ruling families which have a representative general importance
in the shared substance of myth.™"
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“The permanence of the art could be taken as the permanence of

its particular meaning, which in fact were both lost and
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changed.™
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“The necessary relation between tragedy as an interpretation of

experience and its embodiment in drama rather than in narrative
can hardly be taken for granted.™"
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‘if mediaeval belief was so uncongenial to tragedy, it is not easy

to understand the common argument that Elizabethan tragedy

was rooted in an age of faith inherited from that same mediacval
world.”"
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“Within the exemplary tradition, and the continuing emphasis
one the affairs of kings, there is a new interest in the actual

workings of tragedy: superficially in the effect on a tyrant in the
audience; more generally, in the relation of the desired effects to
the tragedy wel made and represented.’w’
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“The idea of tragedy ceased to be metaphysical and became
critical, though this development was not complete until the
neo-classical critics of seventeenth century. But Sidney already

gives more attentions to methods of writing tragedy than to any

moral or metaphysical idea.™
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“Socially this is an aristocratic rather than a feudal conception.
Rank in tragedy became important because of its accompanying
style rather than because the of the fate of the ruling family was

the fate of a city, or because the eminence of kings was the very

type of worldliness.”"
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‘What we find in the new emphasis is an increasingly isolated

interpretation of the character of hero: the error is moral, a

weakness in an otherwise good man, who can still be pitied. This

progressive internationalization of the tragic cause is still held,

however within the concept of dignity. We can see, in this

respect, why the formula of ‘pity and terror was so often changed

to the formula we have seen in Sidney (it had originated in

. ¢ . . . . 3 nl‘
Mmtumo)! admiration and commiseration .

IR 1 6 Bors ot Qo f EF Qs sr s gt D1 ot
«‘;,dﬂ/g(d)fél/?,’a/r‘z"c‘-dlﬁldl&u@/j-y/tjb&’lu.f);l‘:d)l.c,lLQ/ztpELK
2L Lt f K5 s S S K9 WU iy
Lokl upf Me b e gme ) X AP S e f1. S
f.fugﬁ-%lgtfuf.biwfu’fmng%dpm?wlft‘/‘%ﬁ@iglcﬁ;
-4;‘_tgtn.,;//,tu,ﬁéc,:u’fu::,ququng;
AL g g B Fok Lingfymi Stk dio-f A
Lz’_/@ﬁ/?:,u‘tJMEJLJLJIJL;/!/?u)uéﬁ;/,ruﬁ"l/ug-c‘-w’}fu‘fgi
S UU)'%Kg%djfvf'&?-!i/d}’bégLJ'IJ&@:«QJ’LU)“;"LV-
Femt S Ot Taf Sl L8e0l f 5L F 0k o
g S A UGS AL G te oot = S S
e DS s et b a3t P LS LS 5L
/;l.}!g?d/wuf[c‘-dcl//&iJJ/.M(,;‘/?.»,{)J:,,U i Sl diid
Jurfgwj/?z_,gmrrwi;ﬁd‘%L&@ﬁ%]fg-ug&&;mhém

16



S du St &I o S DES S vt L S e S
[.Jim}/gmz_b.z,..,{tJ/u-é,uf:,)'u:grulétﬁm,l;ﬁfw,,{*’-t[
_é;ZLzutwg,Elﬁ@ Lu‘tJ?‘gfuu’-’u:/rﬁd)m@mf()m_&ué/u
e

S p L,}ug&iuﬁ'{;m,@./@&@;ydui &JM&»:;M%@JJI
UQ:G&/?.:,WJ;C&”’w;/ﬁn@!&’g,}?’K,:Jt_g@(,@z_/jtj‘uJ,;Ji
DS HIpN L L B ILL e S fo L Lzt T
it P IFEGLS IS Dt B bW B s f L
LS e Ky 1 B s o e 2S£ 1 B
Al b 2 S e K.@‘Ln&/ut,,;,;mf,;ﬁé_yd;,t{/-gm/ﬁt
Pt S e Lto £ 50t U A LK LY S 3
234 K L89G
LsK (o
T MW RBR

Sl e Lir L Bl F b atme i

“We have to see these positions as elements of new structure of

feeling, for which, however, the preparation had been long and

IA

deep.’™
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“Neo Classicism, as we have seen, was an aristocratic version of

Greek theory and practice, rather than a revival of either. But of
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course Shakespeare was not the inheritor of the Greeks; he was a
major instance of a new kind of tragedy.”*"
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“What has mainly to be shown, if the historical development of
the idea of tragedy is to be fully understood, is the very
complicated process of secularization.™
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“The increasing emphasis on a rational morality affected the
tragic action in one important way: that it insisted on relating

suffering to moral error, and so required the tragic action to
demonstrate a moral scheme.’
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“But what was weak in it was not the underlying demand, which
is indeed inevitable, but its inability to conceive morality as
other than static. What it express is a major tradition of Christian
and humanitarian thought.The response to suffering, in this

tradition, is inevitably redemption, and the response to evil is
repentance and goodness.”
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“This version of consequence might be demonstrated in a fiction,
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but could not negotiate much actual experience.”
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“In this and other ways, the definition of tragedy became

centered on a specific kind of spiritual action, rather than on
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particular events, and a metaphysics of tragedy replaced both the
critical and ordinary moral emphasis. This new emphasis, on

tragedy as a specific and even rare kind of action and response,

. .. LA
marks the major emergence of modern tragic ideas.
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“In ancient tragedy , as he sees it, the characters clearly represent

the substantive ethical ends; while in modern tragedy the end

seems more wholly personal, and our interest is directed no to

the ethical vindication and necessity but rather to the isolated
individual and conditions.™"
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“Under the influence of Marx, on the other hand, the objective
character of the history of spirit was at once reaffirmed and
transformed. The conflict of ethical forces and their resolution
by a higher force were seen in social and historical terms.... As in

his more general response to Hegel, Marx took a description of

.. . . . nf
spiritual process and made it a description of social process.
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“The work of Hebbel is an interesting development. For him
tragedy is conflict between the individual, in his most general

human capacity, and the Idea, which through social and religious
institution both shapes and limits him."*
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“The true sense of tragedy is the deeper insight, that it is not his

own individual sins that the hero atones for, but original sin,
i.e. the crime of existence itself.”
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“the unspeakable pain, the wail of humanity, the

triumph of evil, the scornful mastery of chance, the

. . . . ,,J_’Q
irretrievable fall of the just and innocent.
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“So the meaning of tragedy is this recognition of the nature of

life, and the significance of the tragic hero is his resignation, the

surrender not merely of life but of the ‘will’ to live.”
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“The heroes of tragedy are purified by suffering in the sense that

the will to live, which was formerly in them, becomes dead."r'
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“For Nietzsche the necessary response is active: an aesthetic of

tragic delight in man’s inevitable suffering, which the action of

. Ul
tragedy shows us in order to transcend it.
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“Tragedy, in this sense, became one of the many powerful ideas

through which the opposition between humanity and actual
contemporary society was expressed and dramatized.”™
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“Ifitis argued, explicitly, that this interpretation of cause is valid,
we can respect the interpretation among others. But what we

cannot reasonably do is to identify this interpretation as the

P
traglc vision.
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“In the suffering and confusion of our own century, there has

been great pressure to take a body of work from the past and use
it as a way of rejecting the present.”" "
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“According to him, time is changing and so as we, therefore

tragedy should also be changed. He reject every former concept

about tragedy and proves that tragedy should be refined as per

. nl<
modern desires.
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“I do not see how it is finally possible to distinguish between an
event and response to an event, in any absolute way. It is of
course possible to say that we have not responded to an event,
but this does not mean that response is absent.... in the case of
ordinary death and suffering, when we see mourning and lament,
when we see men and women breaking under their actual loss, it

is at least not self-evident to say that we are not in the presence
of tragedy.™ "
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“The central question that needs to be asked is what kind of

general (or universal or permanent) meaning it is which
interprets events of the kind referred to as accidents."fq
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“The definition of tragedy as dependent on the history of a man
of rank was just such an alienation: some deaths matter more

than the others, and rank was the actual dividing line, the death of

a slave or a retainer was no more than incidental and was
certainly not tragic.”"
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“In simple words, any tragic incident like road accident, a
disaster, a burned family or a broken heart, says William, can be
tragic."fI
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“Greeks presented kings as their tragic heroes for the purpose of

excitement of pity and fear but in modern world, every incident
can be tragic in some way or the other.™""
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“The tragic meaning is always both culturally and historically
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conditioned.
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“We think of tragedy as what happens to the hero, but the
ordinary tragic action is what happens through the hero. "
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“The connection between tragedy and death is evident but

in reality the connection is not absolute and single but
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variable and the response to death is also variable.”
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“But we cannot say that tragedy is the recognition of

transcendent evil. Tragedy commonly dramatized evil in many

m
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particular forms.
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Raymond Williams, Modern Tragedy(California:Stanford University
Press,1966)P52.
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“Many colonial rulers forced their way of life on the people of
their colonies. They did so partly because they considered the
culture of the colonial people inferior to their own. Many rulers
tried to convert the colonial. They also made their own language,

the official language of the colonies. In many cases rulers tries to

. . nh
replace the native culture with their own culture. =
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