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Abstract

This study analyzes the key theological critigues made by Imam al-
Baydawi in his exegesis Anwar al-Tanzil of the Mu'tazilite views
expressed by al-Zamakhshari in al-Kashshaf. Through a
comparative approach between the Ash‘arite and Mu'tazilite
theological schools, the research explores how both exegetes
approached major creedal topics, including divine will, human
actions, divine justice, intercession, repentance, and the fate of
grave sinners.

The study adopts a comparative analytical methodology, drawing
directly from the two tafsir works and supporting kalam literature.
It finds that al-Baydawi did not merely cite or summarize al-
Zamakhshari but rather responded with deliberate and nuanced
theological commentary that reflects his Ash‘arite orientation.
This research contributes to a deeper understanding of the
intersection between tafsir and kalam and highlights the subtle
theological dimensions present in classical Qur'anic
interpretation.

Key words: Al-Baydawi, Al-Zamakhshari, Al-Kashshaf,Anwar al-
Tanzil, Ash‘arites, Mu‘tazilite.
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