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ABSTRACT

Pohslan and ,{ghon$tan are located tn a strategcqll} stghtficonl tone- lhe mtddle o{ o trto

ofSouthlsto'ccnlralAsMandlheGulfR.grcnfitsrcgtonsnfullfocuso{theglobal

medu for the last more lhan three dccades due lo lhe dtect nlolvement of lhe u'orld pou ers

n Afghan$tan Chma shares botders ullh Pahstan and A-{ghantslan n ts uest Il also hos

slralegtc filerests D lhe regton Bcng an emcrgtng economrc and nilrtarl pouer (mostly

termed as soll power), Chna has also gushed nto the ongorng global medn race n order to

propcr and odvance ls nev role n global afars As Chna r follotrng o Communtst

docln ., thc Chrncse medn $ under lhe stalc conttol ll ts lctmed as ' State lledn of the

People's Repubhc of Chna IPRC)' Chncse state mcda adopl and dtsse'nnate the

Governmenl's slance on domeslrc and nlernalrcnd affats ahd endeotor to uphold fa'orable

and cordtul relotons betveen Chna and the u'orld In recenl lears Chna has exlended s

mcdo oul-rcoch to remole areas of the globe and enlarged is o|erall communrcalrcn

Mlraslruclure ChMa RadD lnternaltonal (CN) s the publrc tadrc broadcoster ofChna for

exlernal audances v'hich radalc programmers n 66 foretgn llhlernattunal) languoges The

Pashto Senrcc of CN hod been launched n l9r3 maull for the Pashlun PoPulatnn of

Afghanislan ls a mafler ol-fact, Pashtun populanon lttng tn Pahslan s double n see than

thal inhabls ther. n,llghdn$tan Hence the CN also g]r.es co|eragc lo Pohslon tn s

Pashlo lransmissrr,n desPte also haltng a seParatc lJrdu lransm$ on -for thc Pahslant

audtences fl1th the apPhcaltun qf Contenl and Dtscoursc anallses the content vhrch CN

dchvcts lo lhc populonon of thc area has been anal)zed me man nt'nl of thts work ts Io

explore lhe ,1alwe of m.dM substance o.f CN Pashto Sen'rce lhat B befig del^'ercd lo the

Pashlun pop lalon of Pahstan and Alghantstan

KGy T.rEs:

Chrn. Rrdro lDt.mrtrcn.l (CRt), Chrocs. Ccntr.l T.lcrlsroD (CCm, Xtnhu'' Conlroll'd M'du'

ComDutrLll doctnn., UnFpohr World, Mcdr conl.rt, Audr.Bc.., Bmtdcisonl
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Chrpter I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Overview

Pakistan and Afghanlstan havc remarncd focd pomts of lntcmatlonal medta for thc lasr morc

thar three dccadcs, becausc Afghamstan had bccn stagcd as a thcatrc of war agarnst the

formcr USSR- a warlorntly fought by thc Us-lcd wcstcm bloc and Islamc World dunng thc

dccadc of clghtres Pakistan playcd thc role of front-llne statc ln thc u'ar agarnst Communlsm

By and large. Caprtallst mcdla ofthe pro-US bloc also rcmarned on thc front as a propaganda

tool rn thrs conflrct Thcn rn 1989 whcn thc Sovlets finally drd urthdrarr. thc Afghan story

drsappcarcd from thc mcdia s radar comPlctcly @aul & Elzabcth' 2009) The world mcdra

kcpl rts aftcnlon awa;'from Afghanlstan's affaus dunng thc rcsurgcncc of Tahban in 1996'

thc amval of Osama Bin Ladcn and hs closcst Al-Qarda assoclatcs lo Afghanstan and therr

subscqucnt scftlcment In this mounrarnous tcrraln Thc rcgton marnly gonc unnotlccd_ wlth

scldom cxccptrons, fill thc tragrc evcnt of9/l I (2001) lcrronsr attacks. rn fie USA

The 9/11 spcctacle of tcrror was a global mcdta cvcnt Attacklng thc hcart of U S s;mbohc

powcr in thc World Tr.de Ccnter tn thc Ncw York financtal dtstnct and thc slmbol of U S

militaq powcr thc Pcntagon, thc tcrror spectaclc took ovcr h\'c global mcdra covcragc for

days ro comc. bccomlng an cmblcmattc cvcnt ln mcdla hlstory. whercby Mclulan's

"global village" bccamc a sltc of honor. death and destrucrron (Kellncr. 2007) Aflcr

proclamatron ofthc USA's so-called global war agamst tcrronsm. rcrming Osama Brn [-aden-

thc masrcr mind and Al-Qarda as t}c solc pcrpctrator of9/l I attacks and u"glng battlc aganst

thc Talban regimc - thc host of A.l-Qalda. lhis reglon oncc agarn engrosscd thc attcnton of

lntcmaronal mcdra All promrncnt world TV Chamels focuscd thetr camcras on thc rcglon



for hvc broadcast of eYcnts and tlmc to hmc breakmg ncws and Medla reporters mshed to thc

reglon Radlo and Tv channcls launched spcctal broadcasts and bullctrns A mce amongst the

global mcdra startcd for takrng lcad m covcrage from Afgha stan Amongst thc lcadrng

broadcast mcdra wcrc thc CNN, FOX Ncws, Al'Jazccra TV, Vorcc of Amcnca (VOA)' BBC

Radio & TV. DW (Gcrman) Radro & TV, All-Russra Statc Televlslon and Radro

Broadcastmg Company (VGTRK), NHK (Japan Radro & TV). CCTV and Czu

Howcvcr. as a mattcr of fact. amrd thc abovc mcdta channcls' some. m partlcular thc Radlo

Scrviccs. wcrc opcmtmg smcc a long trmc bcforc, whcrcas. scl'cral othen launched thct

broadcast for thc rcgron latcl on China Radio Intcmatronal (CRI) had launchcd rts Pashro

Scrvrcc transmlsslon carhcr rn 1973 Bcforc tntroductng CRI. a bncfovcr vtcw oflhe Chmesc

State Medla has bccn grvcn as bclow

1.2 The Chinese State Media

As Chrna fotlows a Commuust socto-Polltlcal and cconomlc sructure. so lts medla fall undcr

the pu$rew of Cootlollcd Medra It !s callcd es "Thc Chmcsc Statc Mcdra" The 1980's

soclo-ccono[rc rcforms paved thc way for masslve expanslon and dlvcrstficatron of the

Chrncsc mcdra by u,rdcrung out-rcach to thc entirc Chlna through multrplc harsmrsslons,

mcludmg satcllrtes. \Mrelcss and wircd systcms Today. thelc arc over 2.000 newspapers' oYcr

8,000 magazincs, 282 rddro stattons and 374 TV chamels rn Chlna (Chmese Go\emment

Officiat Wcb Portal, 2OI2) Thc promincnt orgals of thc Chncsc Statc Medra arc bncfly

mentioned as rmdcr



A- PromincntNewspepers:

l. Pcoplc's Drily (Renmtn Rfiao)

This widcly ctrculatcd Chrncse-langueg. ncwsPaper was foundcd tn 1948 It rs also

pubhshcd rn Russlan. French. JaPancsc. Spatush. Arabic and English languagcs and

owncd by thc Ccntrd Commincc of thc Commurst Pa4v of Chlna

2. chin. Youth Drily lZhonggto Qngnnn Bao)

It ls thc $atc-run dally and rn thc owncrshrp ofChlna's Communlst Youth I-caguc

3. Chinr Drily (Zhonggt6 Ribno)

Chrna Darly ls an EnglishJalguage statc-run ncwspapcr and 1ts headquartcrs is

sltuated ln BcUlng Tlus Mcdta conglomcrate holds 10 publlcatlo[s

,1. Glob.l Tim.s (l/r.inq Shibdo)

Tlus newspapcr is bthngual (Chrncsc and Englsh) ard pubLshcd in Weekdals

5. Pcopl.'s Libcr.tiou Army Deily (Jte/angun Bao)

This darly, also havrng Enghsh web pagc, is owncd by tlrc armcd forces of Ctuna

5. Chine Economic Timcs (Zhongguo Jngp Shbao)

It is a statc ncwspapcr orr cconomy

7, L.{6rlDrily (Fazhr tubao)

Th,rs trcwspapcr ls ln the posscssion ofthc PRC'S Suprchc Peoplc's Court

8. South.rn D.ily (Nanlang tubao)

It rs owned by thc Communlst Pafty eDd issued from Guangdong provmce



9. Workcrs' Drily lGongrin Ribito)

It was rmtlatcd ln the )car 1946 It ls publlshed in srmplc Chfrcsc languagc and

crculatcd all ovcr the country for thc masscs €sPeclally thc labor class

10. Shenghei Drily (Stuinghh Ribdo)

It rs a lcading ncwspaper tn thc Shanghai rcgron ofchma (Googlc 2014)

B- Journals:

I Chine Sccuritics Journel

Tlus magaanc is a popular source for financlal and tndusmal ncws tn Chtna

2 ChiE. Todry

Tlus rs a socro-cultuml mon*[y magazinc of Chrna whrch unfolds thc entrre fcatwcs

ofthe Chrnesc soclety,

3. Chine Now

"Chma Nou" is an indcpcndent penodical whrch repons on day to day actrrittcs and

progress rn soclo-€conomtc and cultural ltfc ofthe Chrncsc Peoplc

4. Chinr Pcrspcctivc

Thrs Joumal attnbutes day to day commcrcc ncws. publtshes dctatlcd fcahlres' and

breaks uptoiate ncws rcgardrng Cluna's cconomrc suay across thc glohc

C- Tclcvision:

Chna Ccntral Tclcvrsron (CCT\) Statc-o*ned publtc broadcastcr. nctworks tncludc

morc than 374 satellitc/terrcshal statlons across marnland Cbllra



D. Redio:

Cluna Radio Scrrrccs (CRS) State-run nattonal, reglonal and local broadcasts

2 ChItra Radro Int€mational (CRI) Statc-run cxtemal broadcastcr

E- News Agcncies:

Xilhue

Xurhua is thc officral (statc-owncd) ncws agcncy of Chlna It supphcs ncws scmces rn

slx htematlonal languagcs ncludlng Chincsc and Engllsh Ianguages

2. ChiDr Ncws ScEic. (CNS)

It is also a publicly owncd news productng agcncy of Chma. sening olcrscas Chnese

(China News Scmce. 2014)

1.3 China Rrdio Intern.tionrl

China Radro Intcmatlonal (CRI) srerted 1ts broadcast for cxtcmal audicnces on Dcccmbcr 3'

1941. It ls tic official and worldurdc radio broadcastcr of Ctuna CRI cspouses the

goveEment's posh.uc on day to day domcstrc and lntemahonal lssucs It cldeavors to promolc

favorable rclatrons betwccn thc PRC and thc world (Wtkrpcdra. 2014) As hkc Voice of

Amcrica (VOA), BBC World Semcc and Radro Australfu- CRI pcrforms a key rolc tn thc soft

powcr approach of the Pcoplcs Rcpubhc of China (PRC)

CRI broadcasts 1.520 hours programs daily rn 66 languagcs compnslng tre\\'s Ylcws' rePofis'

commc[tancs, curcnt affa[s shows, inlcrvlcws and feattllcs on vancd toplcs mcludlng world

politics- mtcmational afarrs, global economy' art. culturc and sclcncc & tcchnology Wlth



morcthan32o.|,crscasbureaus.lthasthclargcstandbroad-bascdforctgnmdrosen,tcctn

Asra- Most rcgons of tlc globc are covcrcd urth abovc the nurnber of 50 powcrful

shofiwave transmltt.rs lnrcmct strcamtng and vanous salellrtes arc also uscd for thc CRI

transmlssion. As of 201I, CRI had 70 ovcrseas uban mdlo scrucc brenchcs' *ree domcstlc

FM radlo scrvlces and lS lnlcmct radio scmccs CN clalmcd to rccclvc abovc thrcc milllon

prcccs offecdbrck from lrstencrs rn 161 countrlcs and rcgrons tn 201I (CRI Enghsh' 2014)

1.4 Peshto Servicc of China Redio Internrtionel (CRf)

ThcPashtoscniccofcRlwaslaunchcdonJuly15.lgT3maul)'forPashtunpopu]ahonln

Afghanlstan Al prcscnt, CRI Paghto Scn'lcc ndtatcs a 30 mrnutcs duratlon transmisston on

shon u'avcs rn thc momrng (6 30 ' 7 00 am) and tuo half-hourl) transmlssrons ln the ct'cmng

(7 30 to 8 O0 pm & 8 O0 to 8 30 pm local trmc in Afghamstar) Morcovcr' rt also broadcasts

an hourly trarsmtsston on FM-102 2 rn Kabul ftom 07 00 to 8 00 Pm ln tlc cvcnrng and t$'o

hours Fansmrssion !n Kandahar crty ftom 07 OO to 09 OO am (momrng) and 05 00 to 07 00 pm

(cvcmng) Thc shortwavc uansmlssloIr can also bc ]rstcned rn Pcshawar' Qucna and adlointng

arcas (CRI Pashtu 2014) The kcy ponron of thls transmlssron rs darly l0 mlnurcs ncu's

bullctln and fivc mtnutcs comrncntar)' Commcntaq'ls arred five dals tn a wcek cxcludrng

Sarurday & Sunday Thc CRI Pashto Sen'tcc ts also alarlablc on Intcmct vra "pusbtu'cri'cD"

As a mattcr of fact thc total numbcr of Pashtun populaton ln Paklstan, lnhabttcd in Khbcr

PakhtunkhwlBaluchistan.FATAandsomcciticsofsrndandPun.;abPror'rnces-rshrghcr

lhan thc Pashtuo populahofl of Afghanrstan Morcovcr. PaLlsran currently hosts somc I 6

milhon rcgistcrcd Afghans, thc largcst protractcd rcfugcc srruahon globdly 0JNHCR

P.kisrr[ 2014) Accordlng to the CIA Fact book. Pashtun populatlon in Pakrstan rs around 29



mrlllon (15% of thc total populatlon & thc sccond largest cthnc communlty). and rn

Afghanlstan, it rs around 14 mrlLon, the largcst ethnlc communq t c 42% ofthe total Afghan

populatron (CIA, 2014) Ths study rnvcstrgatcd thc naturc of Czu Pashto broadcast for the

penod ftom ln December 2013 to 31" March 2014 (four months) Out of thc entrre

tra.nsmrssloi. cotrtents of thc daily l0 mDutcs news bullctrn and hvc mmutcs commcntar) '

wtuch rs broadcrst ftve da1's rn a wcek (cxccpt Saturday & Sunday). wcrc selcctcd for mqutry

The contents for mvestlgation have bceD classrficd rnto the follorung four marn categoncs

A- News regardDg Afghan6tan

B- News regardrng Palustan

C- Ncws regardrng Chrna

D- Intcmauonal Ncws

1.5 Objectives of the Study

I To examiDe that whrch oftlc abovc four catcgoncs ofCRl Pashto Scn'lcc is gettrng morc

coveragc zuld whlch ts rccetving lcss covcmgc

2. To dctcrmrtre thc drfllcrcnccs of covcragc, m tcrms of lmportancc, amount and trcatmcnt

grvcn by thc CRI Pashto Scn'rcc

3. To lnvestigatc thc natuc and bcalmcnt of covcragc gtven to Pakl$a-o and Afghailistan b)

thc Cbrna Radro Intematlonal, Pashto Scrvrce

4 To study and cvaluatc the currcnt composrtron of covcmgc glvcn to Paklstan and

Afghemstan itr thc Pashto Sen'ice of CRI

5 Anotber oblcctivc rs to cxplore that how thc CRI Radlo projccts Chrna and the world

olcrall rn lts Pashto ScMcc



1.6 Importencc of thc Study

The tcmtory compnsrng Afghaflsta.D alld Pakistan !s a gatc wa)'to thc Central Aslan rcgron

which rs thc hub of natural resouces Moreovcr. thrs arca rs situatcd at thc 0rcshold of Gulf

rcgion. Prcscndy. many lntcmatronal actors are cngaged m thrs part of the world Chma rs an

emergug cconomic glant and a natural mlhtary and mdustnd contendcr of thc USA It rs vcry

anxrous to dcfcnd rts stratcglc rntcrcsts rn thc rcgron Some Chrnesc thinliers arc conccmed.

that as Chm is incrcasrngly dcpcndcnt on oll ard natural gas suppLcs ftom the Middlc East

and Ccntral Asra. thc US may usc lts ncwly gaincd rnflucncc there (m rtary preseDce ln the

rcgon) to rmpedc these supples, when rt tlunks ncccssarv. to contarn Chrna (Wang. 200.1).

Convcrscly. malnsheam Hrsdom ln Chrna looks morc ophmlstlc and sustatns that

advanccment m economic & security assimrlatron, collaboration & Jomt vcnturc wlth othcr

lDJlucntral statcs and strong l,otcntlal for managing & solvmg cnses has cnablcd Cbrna to tum

rs a promrncnt actor m global affarrs A scctlon of Chltrcsc rntcllrge[tsia accentuatcs Chlna's

"soff power" (stratcgic \rsion & cultural cohesron) for cxpandmg Chrhesc socro-cultural and

cconomrc mJluence rn world affarrs that ts mtcgrated mto econortuc globalzaton

Pakistan and Afghamstan borh sharc borders wrth Chna rn its West whrch rs fearful of a

potcDtral lnsurgency rn rts MusLm ma.;onty )GnJlang provmce o\rtng Io thc TaLba-n operatlvcs

and thcir orthodox rdcology rn Afghaflstan and tnbal arcas of Pakrstar Violent hrbulence m

Xinlrang provrnce prerarls srncc tlc last two decadcs Apart fiom dccadcs long shatcglc

parmerslup with Pakistan. Chma also shares vrtal comrnon l[tcrcsts wrrh Afgharustan in

busrncss. rnvcstrncnt. sccunty and polrtrcal turfs Betjing sccutcs thcsc tntcrcsts kccpng in

r.icw thc factors. namcl1,. thc Indo-Pak cquatton. lmplicauons of a largc US m rtary prcscnce



rn thc rcgron consequences of glowrrg drug prollferatlon and lts lnkages \Mth pan-lslamtst

goups which in tum could potcnnally strr troublc rn Xrn]lang and advcrsely lmpact upon

China's dcsuc to cxpand and secuc lts commcrcral rntcrcsts m thc regron (Sharma, 2010)

In ordcr to kccp lts wcstem bordcrs safc and sccuc lts strategrc lntcrcsts In the rcglon. Chrna

has rncrcascd rts radio broadcast acrvitrcs rn dls arca Blll Gcrtz (2012) a scruor edrtor ofthe

Washrngtotr Frcc Bcacon rcported that accordrng to U S offrclals. a popular Pashto-languagc

Spogrnai Radio opcrating m Afghanrstan and financed b) China's global broadcaster - Chna

Rrdlo Intcmauond (CRI), rs drsscmrnating programmcs x.rth a tq-rstcd \crsro[ r'rz-a-vlz t]c

U S. and NATO forccs Thc Amencar auhontics say rt admrts to reccrving funds. trarrung

ard equrpment from Chrna Earlcr n 2008, a MoU was a.lso srgned for coopcraUon b€tweel

PakEtan Broadcasung Corponnon and China Radlo Intcmahonal for Urdu Scmcc broadcast

rn sclcctcd Pakrstallr crtrcs on FM Channcls (Mal*. et al 201 1)

Dcspitc climrnahon of thc apex AI-Qacda lcadcrshrp by the US-alhed forces, the world mcdra

rs strll focuscd on thc rcgron Mcdra has alwa),s bcell uscd as fiont hne force (propaganda and

pubhc rclations tool) bl thc USA ard rts allcs ln all of ther extemal cxpcdrtions lftc the lst

& 2nd World Vars. Victnad War. thc Gulf Wars (agarnst k-aq) a.nd thc so-called war agarnst

thc forccs of tefionsm aDd cxtrcmrsm (ChomsLJ, 2001) Apart from dozcns of Darly

Ncwspapcrs and Magazincs. promrncm global TV and Radro Channels, mcludmg CRI, arc

glving cxtensrvc coverage to thc rcglon compnsmg Pahstan and Afghaflstan

The aforcsald reallhcs and geo-stategrc location of the reglon arc qutet cnough to jusfl$' the

importance of this work wlxch rs almed at to analyzc and ludgc thc nature of contcnt which rs

bcing ated rn thc Pashto Scnrcc ofChina Radro Intcmauonal for Paktstan and Afghatustan



l-7 Stitcmcnt of thc Problcm

In ttus age of sruft informatron and speedy commurucation systcms, an rdeal mass mcdrurn rs

supposcd to bc ob.;ectlvc, fair and rmpamal rn rs ovcrall covemge Howcvcr ma1onq'ofthe

colunuucatlon rescarch rnvestigatrons rcvcal that mass medra go clther way and ca$ot

follow the narrow Lne of oblcctrvity Occurrcnccs and evc[ts are pcrcelvcd and anallzed

diflcrcntly by thc medra conglomcrates, managers and prachhoncm due to thcir varied

mtcrests, drctates of consclousncss and ccrtain other matenal and non-matcnal motivcs ln

this study. contcnt analyes of news stoncs and discourse analysls of commentaries of the CRI

Pashto Scrvlcc has bccn conductcd to know that how medra coverage m thc same lalguage

ftom thc sa.inc mcdra organlzahon rn a Commuust controlled and dlctated mcdta

cnv[oDment, deals othcrHse wlth Paklstan. Afghamstan. Ch1na and rcst ofthc world

Rationale of the Study

1.t-l Rationele for Sclection ofTopic

Pakstan and Afghamstan arc locatcd m a gco-stratcgtcall)' lmponant zonc in Asta. Proxrmitv

to Chha, Ccntral Asla and thc orl-affluent Gulf rcgron srgmfics thc Porlh of thrs gco-strategic

locatlon Paklstan rs a natural gatc way for a translt markct m thc rcglon duc Io lts

gcographical posrtion and thc marn tradc routcs of Afghantstan-thc landlockcd coutrtr-v, pass

through Pakstan Palostan sharcs urth Chrna a 400 km long border Chrna has cnormously

dcvcloped rts southcm provrnces but lts eastcm lcss developed part CxnJtang) rs 4500 km

away from souti-eastcm Ctuna In contast, Gwadar rs lust 2500 krn arlay from Kashghar rn

Wcstcm ChDa.
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Pakistan providcs for the Ccntral Asran Gglon thc shortest comdor of 2600 km to thc

Arabian Sca shorcs at Gwader dcep $'ater port. lD contrast wrth han's 4500 km and Turkcy's

5000 km longcst routes Thc coastal belt of Bduchrstan can also provrdc outlet to Chlna's

wcstcm provtnccs to havc access to Mrddlc Eastcm markcts wrth the devclopment of coastal

hrghways and motorways (RINP Pahstan, 2012) Paklstan's gcographrc locatron rs a vrral

attrrbute ln affcchng rcgronal as well as worldwdc gco-polrtlcs

Petrolcum crude resourccs. ron orc (nch wrth hthrum. cobalt & gold), preclous stones and

otler unuscd mincial depostts of Afghanlsran havc a prcdrctablc clmulatlvc value of morc

than a tnlhon dollars, The most stratcgtc of these mrncrals arc Rarc Earth Metals, whrch are

uscd m manufactunng cell phones, laptops, compact drsks, flat screen drsplay morutors,

rcchargeablc battcrics, catalltc convcrter, hybnd cars and solar paacls. ro name a fcw rtcms

(Fallon. 2013) Chrna is \rell-versed wrrh all thcsc valuablc heasurcs and ther uscfuhess

Sincc 1990s. Chrna emcrgcd as onc ofthc fastcst nsrng cconomtcs \,!,lth a-o annual gro$th ralc

of arcund l0% that has nrmed Ctuna rnto thc world's sccond btggest cconomy followrng thc

USA Chma is now the world's largcst exportcr and thc world.s sccoDd largest lmporter. Thc

solc cngrnc dnyrng thrs economrc gro,*'th ls China's southcm coast, wfuch rs thc hub of

Chha's ovcrall economlc, lndustnal and commerclal actlutlcs On thc other srdc. thc westem

parts of China" compnsrng thc vast rcgrons ofXin;rang. Trbet. ernghar aad Gansu provrnccs

(almost cqual to the half of thc marnland Chrna). arc lcss delelopcd- Thc wcsrem rcgron of

Cluna has also grcat cconomrc potcntlal duc to abundancc of agncultural and natural

rcsourccs and neamess to thc pctro-chcmlcal nch Certral Asta Thrs rs why Chtna ts focusrng

oll rts wcstcm proulccs to garn acccss to Ccntral Asra and the Gulfrcgron.
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Chira's growrng econom) ls rn drre nccd of pctolcum energy of the regron and thc USA mcs

to avord Chna to benefit from thcsc assets Accordng to Fallon. thc gcopolrtical oblcctivcs

cnuncrated by the Pentagon and Dr Brzczrnskr, center on control ofthc natural rcsourccs of

Afgharustan and CcDtral Asra ro prevent thc nsc ofregronal hcgcmons like Russra or Cluna

Hencc. this region has gatncd a grcat lmpofiancc and becahe the thcanc of grcat powcrs

gamc. Intemahonal Mcdra arc also mvolvcd m this gand fixturc to seri,c lntcrcsts of thctr

rcspcctlve statcs In llght of the abovc crtcd rcalrtrcs. thc ratlonalc bchlnd thls study rc to

mvestlgatc thc natuc and lntcntlon bchmd thc messagc ofChtna Radto Intemational whch ls

behg dcllvercd to thc Pashtun hstcncrs ofPakstan and AfghaJustan

t.u2

I.t-A

Rationele for Selcction of Mctbodology

Contcnt Anelysis

Contcnt arld Drscourse Analyses havc been sclccted to be applcd ur thrs study CoDtent

techoquc has rcmarned vcry popular rn mcdra studres The pracucal and sctcnttfic usc of

content analysrs ln modem agc cal bc tsaccd back to r orld War-ll. whcn the alhcd forccs

used to rnonttor radto broadcasts of Gcrman Radio in European countnes, and Japan Radlo rn

the Pacrfic Occan to Judge the movcmcnl of forces m l,anous theatrcs of war In 1952-

Bemard Berelson formalll tntroduccd content analysls as a tcchruquc rn commumcation

rcscarch fuffi and Fntag (1997) found that about 25Vo of 1977 firll lcngth rescarch arficlcs,

pubhshcd rn Joumahsm & Mass Communicahon euartcrly (1971 to lg95), wcrc contcnl

analyscs Karnhavr and Wcavet (2003) rcvealcd that contcnt analysis was the most popular

data gathcnng method reponcd m maJor mzrss commurucatron loumals between 1995 and

199 ( Wrmmcr & Domrnick, 2010)
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AccordDg to Bemard Berelson. Conrcnt study rs "a rcsearch tcchnquc for the oblccttve.

systcmatrc and quantltatlve dcscriptron of maflfcst contcnt of cornmunlcatlons" It rs a

rcscarch tool that is focused on the actual content alld lntemal fcatucs of medra and used to

ddcrminc the prcscncc of certartr words. conccpts. thcmes. phrases. chardcters. or scntences

\rlthrD tcxts or scts of texts and to quanrr! tlus presencc rn an objcctlvc mamcr (Googlc,

2014)- Tcxts mclude books. u ts. trcatrses, rntervicws. debates. darlrcs headmgs, cd(orials &

artcles, lustoncal papcrs, qrceches, dtalogucs. publlclty. stagc acls, [formal convcrsatlon or

any prcvalcncc of commumcauve languagc Contcnt mcthod ls a product of thc elcctroruc agc

(Palmquist N/A) It ls uscd to e\amDe aoy portron of wntrng or occurre[ce of rccorded

comnumcatron. Content analysls ls uscd lII thc arcnas of mcdra- marketrng. lltcrafure,

rhctonc, cthnography, culrural studrcs. gendcr, agc rssucs. soctolog]. polttlcal scrcncc. ctc

Adv.ntrgc!

. Contcnt techntque staatght away observes commuilcatlon through transcnpts Thus. lt

dcals wrth the mdn charactcnstic of soctctal relahons

Tlus procedure ts ofdual nature, both quantitatrvc as well as qualrtatlvc ptoccss

Thc use oftext anal)'sts offcrs prccrous histoncal & soclo-cultural mrultlons ovcl trmc

It may bc ut lzed to lnte.pret transcnpts for many purposcs. for examplc codrficatron of

rclatronshrp amorgst conccpts This mcthod also arranges for usron and t[tuitton tnto

lftncate models of human tlunklng proccss alld use of language

If and \+tlctr done propcrly. contcnt anal,,sis ls consldcred as comparattvcly "exact,,

rcscarch tcchmquc. becausc, lt rs bascd oD hard facts, unl ie Dtscoursc Analysrs

It brings ncamcss to tcxt which can rntcrcha.ngc among e\pltcrt goups & relaboDslDps

and dso statrstlcally anallzcs the codcd form oftcxt (Google. 2014)
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Drarvbecks

Somc thcorctrcal as well as goccdural wealncsscs m thls method are

Contcnt analysls may somctimc be extacmcly tlme-consumlng ID ccrtaun cases

It may causc grcatcr lnaccuracy. rn panrcular, wlxlc relauonal anal]'sls ts conducted for

obtaifl ng advanccd and sophrstrcatcd lcvel of mterpretatlon

This tcch-olquc ls inhnslcally deficlcnt and reductll'c to dcal wth complcx texts It

oftcn lcans touards to srmply count, words. sentenccs. lmages or mcasue sEes oftexts

Contcnt mcthod offen rgrorcs thc prcccdrng contcxt that ylclds the tcxt. and also those

after effccts \atrch occurs fo)lourng thc consfuctlon oftext

Tlus procedure oftcn lacks theoretrcal foundauon, and attempts too llberally to draw

mcaningfirl lnfercnccs about the rclationships and rmpacts rmplted tn a study

Sometrmcs lt becomes drmcult to automatc or computenzc the data (Googlc. 2014)

1.&B Discoursc Anrlysis

Drscoursc is a common phrasc that ls used for a scnes ofmethods lo anallze scnbcd, vcrbal

and slmbol languagc use or any momcntous scmrotlc occurcncc Thc cssentlal apParatus of

thls study lc lctters. draloguc & corunuDrcatlvc occaslon (dlscou$e) ha\c a variety of

dcfinitions in terms of cohcrent scqucnces ofscntcnces, prcposlhons. spccch or hrms-at-talk.

In thesc procedurcs, we cxamrne verbal commu catlon ahead of lhe sentcnce botdcr-

Morcovcr. wc mther evaluatc naturalll' occumng langlagc appLcatlon Dtscourse analysrs

and taxt Lngurstlcs arc howcvcr, lntcr-rclatcd. Thc essenual drffercnce betwcen them ls that

the former alms at rcvcahng socro-psychologrcal chamctcnstlcs of a persor/persons rather

tb.n tcxt structurc (Wrkrpcdra. 20 I 4)
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Tcxl-Lngutstlcs and Dlscou6c Analyscs both covcl a \ast doman and dcal $'lth thc naturc of

tcxt-rclatcd cxPlarations Thrcc kc) concepts I c text anal)sls the Yanancc bctwccn scmantlc

mcanrng and Pnrgmatlc cffccts and the conccpt of dcfault vcrsus markcd Phcnomcna' arc

rnvolvcd ln both mcthods Dlscoursc mcthod ts practtccd tn almost all soclal sclcncc subjccts

Drscourse ls a conrplcx sct up of dlffercnt rclallonshrps among objccts The uords arc

dllTercnt collectlons of objects and slmboltc exprcsstons \rhlch are spokcn tn one *ay or

anotlcr. hand-\rrrtten. prlntcd or dlsPla)'cd so as to pro\ldc acccss and alarlablht) to othcrs

Such a dtscoursc ls an tntcrconnectcd bodl of tcxts that bnngs so-callcd callcd "rcaltt1"' to

trfe h rs the stud) of languagc and texts ln rclatlon to the consfuctron of socral reallt)

Drscou$es are not lmpartlal Thc,v rnflucncc and rcstrrct peoplc to talk about thhgs ln a

ccnann \ra) and to speak to crcate subject postrtons that are authonzed on tssucs and tdcas tn

cenarn forums Dtscoursc arallsts a5 a therap) on a larsc scalc Languagc-tcxt cr'plananons

are drawn tnslde plEascs or u'ords No slntacttc or morphologlcal factors arc tnvolvcd ln thts

proccss Raticr. descnpuons are dra$m from the wtder pcrspcctlve ofthe stalcment

Drscotmc tn lts dcscnptlon and structurc ls not p€rmanent Anlthlng at dl that ls \rTften on

dlscourse anal)sls ls paftlal and contovcrslal Evcn so' convcrsatlons and untten contcnts arc

rhc corc mcans of soclal sclencc rcscarch. mostly alallablc ln thc form of tntcmcws focus

goups, observatlon. documents. rcports or qucsttonnalrcs Qualttattvc rescarch starts from

and rctums to words. talk and tcxts as meanrngful rcprcscntatlons ofconccps (Stubbs' 1983)

Discousc analysis mcans thc cxamlnatlon and investlgatlon ofa languagc whlch ts tn usc As

sucll lt camol be rcstnctcd to the dcscnptlon of llngursrlc forms rndcpcndent from the

puposcs or fi[lctlons wtuch thcsc forms are dcslgncd to scrvc m human affarrs (Brll' N/A)
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1.9 Significancc of thc Pcriod of thc Study

Thc pcnod of thc data selcctcd for this study rs from l" Dcccmbcr 2013 to 31" March 2014

Thc importance of thrs pcnod ls duc to many rcasons Flrst. ln 2014. most of forergn folccs

tcft Afghamstan and the tcst of Afghan govcmmcnt and forccs began to malntaln law and

ordcr rn the country. Second. m Apnl 2014, Presidcnttal Elcctlons wcrc hcld m Afgha stan

Accordrng to thc ncw Afghan constltufion. no prcstdent can hold thc prestdcnual officc for a

thrd tcrm. Afghans yotcd for a new prestdent rftcr Hamrd Karzar who hcld thc officc for

morc thaD a dccadc Thrs was a cructd pcnod and tumlng pornt m thc post-Tallban lustory of

Afgha stan Tlrud, whcn ln a maJor pohcy shft. thc Gcn (R) Pen'cz Mushalraf reglmc

wrthdrcu to support thc Tahban rulc ln Afghanlstan after thc 9/l I and announced Pakistan to

be a fronflinc US allay. tenonst actrvltrcs in Pakrstan took momcntum

Fourth thc ncw GovcmmcDt rn Pakrstan formcd ln Junc 2013. uas tn faror for ncgotrattons

wth thc Taliban fictrons for a pcacc dcal. Scvcrd APCs and mcctrngs wcre held tn thrs

rcgard As clarmcd b) thc Pakrstan govcmmcnt, when a dra.loguc process was gorng to start,

rhc US targcted thc Tchrcck-r-Tahban Pakrstan (TTP) Chrcf Hakrmullah Mehsud rn a drone

strlkc on lsNov.2013 (Daun. Islamabad) Aflcrnards. the Talrban lntcnsrficd therr tcronst

actr\,'rics across Paklstan A decrsrvc opcratlon agarnst tlc Tallban was antrctpated Howcver.

in a surpnsc move, thc Pnmc Mmlstcr Nawaz Shanf rn hrs addrcss to thc Parhamcnt on

January 28. 2014, announccd a ncgotiatrons proccss wrth Talrban But. afier a fcw rounds of

talks. no progrcss was made And thc govcmmcnt launched mrhtary operatron on 156 June

2014 m North Waznstan against rhc Talban. All thc aforcmcntroncd dcvelopmcnts took

spccral att€ntion of thc mcdra. Thcrcfore, thc penod of the study (l't Deccmbcr 2013 to 31"

march 2014) provcd to bc vcrl'crucral and sigmficant for mcdra covcragc
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2.t

Chepter 2

LITERATURX REVIEW

Thc Rolc of Media & Communications in International AIIIirs

Mcdn and comfiltu[catrons rn thct organrzcd form arc comparatir cly rcccnt phenomcna

Polrtrcal figurcs. advertisers, statesmen and armed forces have bcen operatlng mcdra mcans &

tools rcgularly and q'stcmatrcally srncc thc bcgmnrng of the 206 century Medra arc bcmg

uscd m thcorctcd form, prachcal shape and as artlstrc pcrfomancc. clscwhcrc m thc world

They play a signrficant rolc rn nanonal and global pohtrcs, drplomacy and wars (cold or hot)

An obJectryc. rcsponsrblc and rcal-trme loumalsm, as ofthc eYer more commcrcrahzcd medra

groups pcrform a srgmficant fiIncflon m thc worldwrdc drssemrnabon of commudcatlon

Taylor. (2002) oprncd, "Modem loumahsm servcs the publlc wcll as a force for therr

democmtlc 'right to know.'. rmpartrng news and informatron r o ua1's whrch sen'e ttretr

dcmocratic "nccd to know ' Today, global affarrs and cvents rcqulrc morc comprehensrvc and

contc\tualized covcragc than thcy presentl)' obtarn Al rmpofiant queshon nscs that ls to hnd

out that sttrcc whcn mcdta was rndulged rn world affarrs as a tcchruquc and kcy tool Ta),lor

traccd thc cvcr mctcascd parlctpauon and contnbuuon of thc mcdra ln mattcrs of tranqu rq,

and partrcularly conflicts from the l9'h century up to the recent pasr and quotcd mary

instanccs and forms of thc usc and abuse of commu cattorr He anal)zcd thc character.

firllctron and impact ofcommunications worldwtdc and the[ role rn the on-thc-ground forergn

policy mattcrs Utilizrng thc Gulf and Vretnam \l'ars rclated snrdles. Ta),lor llstcd ln dcttul,

thc cxisting naturc and drlcmmas of reportlng He also madc avarlablc. an ample amount of

hrstorical coltcxt wrth a rcvlcw of mtematlonal communtcahon and global polttrcs
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2.2 The Usc of Mcdia for Propegenda & Public Relations Purposcs

Inihdly, Media rrdustr; flounshed rn Amcnca and afterward m Europc The USJed Wcscm

Mcdra still domrnatcs and drctates thc ovcrall global cotrununrcatlon spcctrum Thrs USJed

allpncc cxccssrvcly uscd mass comrnunrcatlotl systcm for lts poltttco-cconomrc aIId mlhtary

purposcs Chomsky (2002) e,(arnrned propaganda- thc vanetles of mtnd control and bchavior

modrficaflon that rcsult whcn rcgrmcs and busrncsscs use rmagc manipulanon and

drsinformatron to lnflucnce events Hrs classrc work on rnflucncc o\ er propaganda and publc

opinion commcnccs wrh two modcls of today's dcmocracy In onc modcl. actlvc

partlcipation ofthc masses takcs placc, and m thc other thcy are mampulatcd and cunarled

ChomslT asserts. "Propaganda rs to democracl as thc bludgeon ls to a totalrtanan state," and

rn thc USA. mass mcdla have rcmamed the pnmc source for dlssemlnatng propaganda

Starting from how Woodrow Wrlson's Creel Commrssron "succccded. wrtlun srx months, rn

tuming a pacfst populatron (ofthc USA) rnto a hystencal. war-mongcnng populatroD," to thc

Iraq expcdrtron by Gcorgc Bush Scnror, he rnfcrrcd that brg powers (cspecially the US and rs

a-[Ics) havc always uscd thc medta lnshtutlons and clvlc relatlons departrncnts as propaganda

tools to brccd pubhc rn favor of war He argued that thc modcm US pubhc relahons mdustry

has bccn rnflucnccd by Uraltcr Llppmann's thcor) of "spectator dcmocrac),,, m whch the

publc is sccn as a "bew dcred hcrd" that nccds to be dlrcctcd. nol cmpowcred or rnformcd

For pcoplc who arc ntarcstcd m the mcdla rcportmg of forclgn policy tssues. Chomsk), \ lews

that propaganda or "polrtrcal spm by some anall sts" rs thc solc and most uscful apparatus

operatcd by rhc pnulcgcd class to forcc thc common public analogous to thcr o\ n intffests

and global outlook Hc quoted thc cxamplc of thc Umtcd Srates' engrncercd and concencd
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public-rclanons cfforts to dcplct thc tnvolvemcnt ln Kufart affarrs rn 1991. as an cffort to

lrbcratc a va.Lant democntrc rlatron. whcreas. ln fact, thc autocratlc kngdom was a mmor

dcmcsnc which was belng govcmcd authontahvcly Thcse days. tlc Dcws mcdla rs mchncd to

coDcc ratc otr cntcrtarnmelt, leisurc and spors through thc festlvtq ofcclebnhes rather lhan

to updatc ard cnlightcn pcoplc about the crucial and valuable informatlon the) nced to make

mforEcd dccrslons rcgardmg therr own hvcs. arc parts ofthrs gamc

Chomsky promulgatcd the "propaganda model" as a substltute to tbc "advcrsanal modcl" of

communicatron mcdra All-trme cxistcncc offiltcN and gatcs narrou,rng thc rangc ofnews or

cvcn Lmrting what can bccomc 'brg ncws' cannot bc dc cd. but rhey do nol alwa)'s firnctlon

as Chomsky contcndcd Morcoler. Chomsk)'s qualltat!\,e cnhcism cannot bc put lnto cnhcal

atrd statEhcal tcsLs He dedrcated much conccntratron oD news penatrung to rhc US rnvasron

ovcr Vrctnan Thc Vtcmam War covcragc lcd ro the medra's adrcrsanal model Thc press as

an instrtutlotr and rnformatronal medtum. futrctlons wrtl,ln ccrtam llmlts. The profcssronal

no.ms ofJoumalfts oblgc rhcm to bc abovc the posttlon thc)'hold m thelr rnstitutrons and

morc tha[ Just a podrum for thc pcrformcrs Chomsky only tolcrates such a plcture of the

world from the mcdra that should be closc to realtq. whtch ts practlcally tmpossrble

Mcdla arc baftlcgrounds fot lanous pohttcal factrons and drvcrse lntcrcst gloups to contend

ovcr thcrc Multiplc corfllcts cxlst wrthn thc clitc and as wcll m thc masses polrtrcal arena ls

an uncvcn playng turf The media often tum maJor playcrs rn such confllcts. prescnt medla

pEctrc€s arc not that much rdcal Had thc mcdta cnJolcd completc openncss and objccttvrty.

thcy would sbll have not got nd of thc cntrrc drscrcparcres of authonq and c{perlsc publtc

afars havc all-umc nced to bc handlcd b) somcbody actrng on rls bchalf and hopefully, wrth

majonty codscnl but perhaps, Chomsll wrll stlll not accept lt as legrtlmatc.
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2.3 Trensformztion in Globel Mess Medie Systems - Thc China Cese

Hrstoncally spcakmg, mass mcdla s),stcms havc always rcmarned affected due to thc socto-

pohtlcal cotrdltloDs, cconomlc structues and geographrc locauons ofthc statcs. wherctn thcy

cxist ln the bcginnDg. medra mcans werc purcly uscd for polrtical and mrhtary purposes as

propaganda tools. Thcn medra organs werc also utillzed for rnformauon and cntcrtammcnt

purposcs on a large scale Commcrclalzatron m mcdta scctol took domrnaDcc lfr the last

quarter of thc 20th century Thc overall stucturc of today's Mcdra has becn rarscd on

advcrtismg scctor rn thc ftec markct cconomrcs Thc equatton of polrtrcs, cconomy and mcdra

created a new subJcct and area of stud) & rcscarch ! e the polltrcal economy of medra

Akhavan and MaJld (2004) made htstoncal alalysrs of tsansformatlons in mcdla structurcs

"In thc casc of Chrna. th.y statcd, ''a statc vs market scena-rio has bccn supenmposed on thrs

basrc framework, ln thc contcxt of ra'hrch thc Chrncsc Commuflst parB-statc ts oflcD

portraycd as a monolltluc cntrty with lntcnt on promottng markct-oncnted rcforms rn Chim's

cconomic base, wlulc keeprng a trght gnp on thc country's mass mcdra systcm and politicat

supcGtructurc" Akhavan and Majld mEoduccd a new conceptual framcwork of thc Chmcse

mcdla $'stem by rncorporatmg thc uxquc dlnamrcs ofChrnesc hlstor, and socretv.

They coltendcd that sevcral altcrattons ln mcdla structuc of ClDna to bnng lt at par wlrh the

modcm Lberal mcdta systcms dunng thc post-Mao pcnod. havc bccn actuevcd by non-statc

aclors, not ln a conflict \arth thc statc. but through whal may be callcd .creatlve renegotrahon

and expansron' of ncw polcy opcnrngs mrtlatcd by the Chrnese govertunclt The Chrncsc

mcdla systcm has now become a Jolnt mvcstmcnt vcnfurc of thc statc and the pnvate sector It

has thus got a vast cxpalrslon. modcmrzatlon and reshcted opeDness
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2.4 Chine's New Role in Asia

Srncc 1949. China made a smooth and conslstcnt Joumcy toward socro-cconomlc progrcss

Desplte havlng a dcnse populahon ofmorc than l 35 brlhon. rt emergcd as thc second btggest

global cconomy and supasscd Japan tn Asra Wang Jrsi (2004) cxplored the Chucsc outlook

about its new role rn Asu and pohcy approach for ncrghborLng courlfics $1th analysis of

tkcc conccptual questrons l c first, Chna's rcsponse to thc wrdely sharcd pcrccptlon tn

rcccnt ycars about thc "nsc of China", second, thc pnncrpal Chrncsc conccms rn Asra that

shape Chrna's stratcgy (oward thc regron ard tlurd. the marn thjcads of Chrna's stlatcg.v

toward the reglon aganst the broader background, cspccralll'rts rclations wrrh thc USA

Marn Chrnese conccms rn thc rcglon arc rcgronal sccuntl' rssucs. rclatronshrp \^1th nelghbors.

tcrronsm & o\frcmism, US prescnce rn Afghanistan and susta[ablc cconomrc grou.th

Lcadcrshp and masses rn Chrna havc drvcrtcd thcir aftentron tou'ard thc large scale dcbatc on

thc "risc of Chrna" and rts worldwrdc and rcgronal mphcatrons AII rlus has strmulated a

sensc of nahonal pndc rn them, Jrsr rcvealcd Chmcse officral spccches. rcpons, alrd mcdla

covcrage arc lnundated wrth dcscnpttons of success stones In near futurc, Chna rs expected

to carry out senous dlplomahc and pubhc rclaflons endcavors to redcstgn ns global rcflcctton.

According to Jisi. somc drsceEuble featurcs dcscnbrng Chrna's ptospccttvc posrtron l[ Asra m

nca, futurc arc lmprovcd brlateral tlcs wtth all ncrghbors. actn'c lnvolvemcnt m mulhlateral

sccunty & cconomlc arra.ngemc[ts. cauttous iruttatlon of ncw forms of regronal economrc

coopcretlon. and a scnous consrdcmtron of US rnfluence and rntcrests rn the reglon !n

conlutrctlon wrth Chrna s o1,n strategtc goals Consrstcncy ln lts soft global posfurc and

steady soclo{conomlc gro\r'th rndrcates Ctuna's farthful adherencc to the abovc prncrples
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2.5 Chinr - As e Soft Powcr

Many obscrvcrs percerve Chma as a risrng sofl pou'cr as rl moves ahcad \uth a steady and

pcaceful socro-economrc dcvelopment and adopts a non-conflicfual stance on most of the

world's affars The very notron of soft poucr mcans all those capabrlrttcs to bnng closc and

gct o[-board rather than pressunzc, tntrmrdatc, Inducc or employ mtght as a sourcc of

pcrsuasron. Joseph Nyc of Hanard Umversrty concervcd thc phrasc "soft power" Just bcfore

thc end of 1980s and rcfincd rt m 1984 rn the form ofa book. cntrtled "Soft Power-The Mears

to Succcss rn World Polrtrcs" Hc claboiatcd thc axrom of sofl po$er. as "a coultr, ma)

obtarn thc outcomes rt wants ln world pohtlcs, bacause otier counfies-admrnng rts 1'alucs,

emulatrng rts examplc, asprnng to lts lcvel of prospcnry and opcnness-\rant to follow

it - -gcttlng othcrc to want thc outcomcs that you want- co-opts peoplc rather than codces

them Soft power rcsts on thc ab lq to shapc thc prcfcrcnccs of othcn"

The phrase "soft powcr" rs now rudcly used rn global affarrs by analysts Man)' lntcllcctuals

pcrccivc China as a sofl powcr. k the "W'all Slreet Journal .{sru" on December 29. 2005,

under thc tltlc "Thc Rrsc of Chrm's Soft Power" Nyc wrotc that Amenca B,as not rnvrted to

thc first East Asian Surnmlt. whcn countncs strctched from Australra up to Indta met in

Malaysra rn 2005 -It was a meeting whtch some fcar marks the first stcp m Chlna's long-term

amblton to burld a ncw rcglonal powd srructuc, klown as the East Aslan CommuDlty rhat

excludcs Washington", hc added "\\tulc raccnt US CoDgrcssloml rcpons harc focuscd on

the nsc of Chrna's cconomrc and mrlrrary powcr, far less attentlon has bccn pald to the nsc of

Chna's soff pow€r Yct m a global rnforrnation age. soff souccs of powcr such as culh.Ec.

pohtrcal valucs and drplomacy arc part ofwhat makcs a grcat powcr", Hc furthcr commcDtcd
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Nyc wrote that China has also re-adJusted tts drplomatlc pnonttes It has Jomcd thc World

Tradc Organzatron, scttled down tcmtonal and borders drsputcs wth nerghbor nahoN' and

took mcmbcrslup of many regtonal clubs. Thrs new rc-engagcment along *'rth the slogan of

"Chlna's pcaceful risc", havc hclped to allcvratc susptcrons of other states Hc oprned that,

"but just as Chha's economlc and mllrta] powcr is far fiom marching that ofthc US. Chlnas

soff powcr st l has a long way to go Chrna docs not harc cultural Industncs hkc Holllwood,

and rts unrvcrsitles arc far from the cqual of Amcnca's It lacks the maal' non-govcmmental

organr".tlons that generatc much of Amcnca's soft powci' Although Chrna rs far from

A.rncnca's cqual m soff powcr. lt would bc fooltsh to tgnore thc gatns rt rs makrng"

PaIl (2010) argucd that b)' ard large. Chrna's cunent dlplomatlc actrvrtlcs ln thc rcgron arc a

cautous blcrd ofsoft aad flrm stanccs Notablc aspccts of Chrna's soft powcr strateg) are

cultural cxchargc diplomacy, trade & mvcstmcnt parmcrslups and de\elopmcnt assrstancc

progrrmmcs, in many counmes of rhe rcgron Chrna has rntensrfied cducatronal, cultural,

cconomrc. tradc and rnvcstment dlplomacy m South Asra

In pursurt of thcse chcrishcd goals, Chlna Radro lntcmatronal (CRI) rn collaboratron wrth

Chrna's Cc[trdl Confucius Irlstlturc, has launchcd on-arr Con-fircrus Instnutes m all erght

countncs of South Asian Assoclatron for Rcgronal Cooperatron (SAARC). Chrna rs nou

cnloying thc mcmbcrshrp of almost all srgtuficant lntcmatronal organlzatrons ChDa has

openhandcdly uscd thc apparatus ofsoft powcr mtcmally and as wcll as across the globc that

has helpcd lt to portray a coDstuctrvc repllca m rts cfforts to butld a modcrn dcmocrauc and

harmoruous soclcty Paht antlclpatcd that Chma w l strlve to uphold a combhahon of

"flcxrble & solid" forcign outlook for rts nelghbors rn thc rcgron
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2.6 The Global Promotion of Chinese Lenguage and China's Soft Powcr

Commudcatlon languagc ts a powcrflJ tool rn thc overall tnlluence and worldurde staturc of

a modcm day state Hrstory tclls that vlctonous natroN propped up thctr respectrvc languages

rn conqucrcd tcrritoncs Thc Wcstcm naflons promotcd the[ Ianguages and culturcs rn

occupied lands dunng the colonral cra- Chrna ls prcsentl) makrng shenuous efforts to promotc

thc grasp of Chrncse language across thc world Chma's Educatlon MlNstry wcbsrte states

"To promotc teaching of Cbfrcsc as forergn languagc (TCFL) is of stralcglc srgmficancc to

populanzc thc Chrnesc languagc and culturc ttrroughout thc world. to cnhancc the fricndshrp

and mutual uoderstandrng as well as thc cconomrc and cultual cooperatron & exchanges

bctwcc[ Chrna and other countncs around thc world and to elevate Chma's rnJlucncc rn thc

illtcmatronal commuluty"

Chinesc languagc rs promotcd ttlrough the NOCFL, Confucrus Instltutes. state sponsorcd

tcachcrc artd voluntccc Estabhshcd ln 1987, thc National Officc for Teachrng Chrncse as

Forcrgn languagc (|{OCFL) atso callcd Hanban rn (Chincsc). rs thc marn organ for the

promotion and spread ofthc Chrnesc languagc Since 2004, Chrna" through NOCFL, has bccn

scttrng up noo-profit educatlon organtzahons (Confuclus IDstrtutes) outsldc Cluna to tcach

Chhesc languagc and culturc, through a partnershrp betwecn a Chrncse umversiry and a

uruvcrsrty u thc host country NOCFL also cstabhshed a radro-bascd Conircrus Instttutc rtr

Deccmbcr 2007 rn cooperatror with the Statc Admrnistrahon of Radro, Frlm & Tclevtsron,

Confucius lnstitutc and CRI This broadcast Conircrus lnsutute offcrs Chnese lalglagc

tcaclung p.ogams vra both wrclcss and onlmc m 46 forctgn languages (Annual Rcport

2012) An onllne Confucius Instlhrte has also opcncd (www.conirctusmsrrtutc nct)
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Jaffery (2008) surrmed up over 260 (curc[tly 440) Corfuctus lnstrtutes rn 75 countncs ard

regrons (across thc globc) Chrna has spcnt a total of US$26 mdLon on rhc Confucrus

Ins tutc project and has plans to cxpatrd lt m near futurc It arms to hale establshcd 500

CoDfucrus LEtrtutes by 2010 aod 1000 by 2020 Plans arc also undcrway 1o set up a

telcr isron-bascd Confucius lnsntutcs Current statrstlcs show that prcscntly 30 to 40 mll]lon

peoplc lcam Chrncsc around thc globc Dcspltc all thcse worldurdc glgal c and cxtcnsrvc

mcasurcs of Ctuna. the dnrc of Churcsc languagc promotron faces many hrtchcs \\ften thc

forcrgn medra unverls Cluna's intcmal lssucs such as ovcr-populatron, atr polluhon and rts

back up for drctaronal govcmments, lt rnflucnccs forergn pubhc perccpnon rcgardrng Chrna.

Chrna. hower cr. looks determrncd to contlnuc thcsc efforts m fulure

2.7 Chine rnd Ccntrel Asie

Thrcc Central Asran realms namely Kazakhstan, K)r$zstan. aod Tajrkrstan have common

bordcrs rMth China rn rts wcst. whcEas. Uzbckistan and Turkmetrrstall arc also located m the

ucrnlty With a populatron of morc tlan I 35 brlhon. thc energy-stan,lDg rndushal cconomy

of Ctuna needs "clean powcr resourccs" of Ccntral Asra and rts wcstcm rcgrons of )fungltan

and Uyghur bordenng Central Asra arc compamtlvcl) less dc\eloped.

Bhadrakumar (2009) portrayed thc China-Ccntral Asra cnerg] dcals as such -A prpelne to

the heart of AsIa . thc hrstory and pohtrcs of Central Asta was rcsetnng the terms of

c[grgcment rn thc rcgro[ thc dcvelopmctrt ofan ambltrous 7.000 ktlomcter plpchne to hnk

thc rcgron's gas irelds to cities on Chrna's castcm scaboard" Uzbeklstan reached at an

accord wrth China m 2008 to supply around l0 bcm gas per annum to ChDa 'Kazakhstan

and Chrna agrecd to burld a 3.000 km crudc oil prpelinc rn 1997 In 2008, they agrced to
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Jomtly devclop oll & gas rcse es otr the contlncntal shelfofthc Casplan Sca" Chrna made

a brg cnergy dcal wrth Kazakhstan rn Apnl 2009, to grant Kazakhstan US $10 btllton as

'loan-for-orl" Chrna also agrccd wlth thc Kazal officral oil & Gas Company Kaz Munai Gas

to mutually procurc orl manufacturer Man$stau Munal Gas for $ US 3 i blllton"

Chrncsc companes at prcscnt are acttvc instdc Ccnfal Asra rn all malor sectors lftc petro-

products. lclecommunlcatlon, transportahon. fabncs, agnculturc. chemrcals & foods and

constructlons After Chlrla-Ccntral Asla plpeh[c projcct, Rusua's hold orcl cxpons ofotl &

gas has squcczcd thcrcrn The US experts propagated thrs ln tcrrns of Russla's loss But tlus

prpc channel crafts Chma as a "stakeholder" rn Ccntral Astan sccunq and cconom) Thc US

andysts tenDcd thc CcntEl Asun - Chna ptpelmc as rmpractrcal. futle and brandcd Xrnlrang

as a "prcssurc cookcr" wluch Berjrng rs nou'hcre ncar controllmg "The US !s watchmg rts

forays mto the regron closely and wrll not lct Chna pass wrthout challcngc". Bahadral-umar

addcd Bcrlrng also knows that mllltant goups wrth forcrgn support can blow up the plpelmcs

which arc hard to be protcctcd !n Xmgrran's srctchcd htll) and bancn rcgrons

Chlna's wcstcm pan of Xrnglian adloimng Ccntra.l Asra also shares borders ulth Afghamstar

and Pakistan- the two countrrcs sevcrely' hit by cxtrcmrsm Thc prescnce of Westem forces

near lts wcstcm borders and troubled regron is a ma.;or conccm for Chrna Stratcgrc inrcrests

of Chma in Centra.l Asla have rncrcascd after tlc USSR's donn fall as the regron attacts

attcntron of all major powers duc to abundancc of natual rcsouces Accordrng to Russcll

(2009), "Bcrlrng has adoprcd a cautrous, rcahshc and comprchcnsrvc approach to competc

intematronal playcrs rn the Central Asran rcgron" Soclo-pohtrcal, economrc, drplomatlc and

sccurity aspccts all scem crucral ln Chfia's pohcy towards the Central Asran Regron
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2.8 USA's Objectivcs in Afghanistan end thc Containment of China

Thc super powers "Great Game" tn lhe rcgtons lyrng across Central. Southcm and South-

westcm Asra startcd rn thc 196 cenrury During thar 'Grand Gamc', Afghamstan. which

stntcgrcally connccts thcse gcographrcal scgments ofAsla. has hlstoncally been the bcartland

for British and Russran mancu\e6 and struggle for control ovcr Ccntral Asta rn thc 196 and

carly 206 cenhrics (Rafi. 2013) The regron rs also srgnrficant becausc of lts mmeral and

powcr rcscrycs potcnrral The ongorng US involvemcnt rn Afghamstan "rs l re thc rcvrsrt of

"Thc Grcat Gamc", where. thc US and rts nvals, Russia and Chrna" seek influcncc rn

Afghamstal as a mcans of secunng the rcsourccs of Central AsIa If thc US wrns, Russra and

Cluna rcmain lcsscr powcrs If Russra or Chrna wrns, thc US confronts a formrdable nval wrth

porcntEl to drsrupt the projcctrotr ofAmencan powcr" (J E Fallon.20l3)

Thc Russra's collapsc rn l99l and ensulng volatllc srtuatlon ln Trans-Caucasus and Central

Asn, maximE d USA'S geopohrcs Pcntagon rn rts 1992 report sleted that. "Our ftst

obJectlvc ls to prevcDt thc re-cmergencc of a nval that poscs a thrcat on the temtory of thc

fonner Souet Uruon Wc cndcavor to prevc[t any hostrle power from dorunathg a rcglon

whose rcsourccs would, under consohdatcd control, bc sufhcrent to gcneratc global power"

Rafi markcd tbat ground lcvchng for thc Afghan War had already started rn 1999. when thc

US Congress passed thc "Srlk Road Strategy Act" wfuch outlincs the basrc polcy approach

for encrgy acqurslhon rn rhc Eumsran rcgron Sectrofr slx ofthe Act dcclares that thc rc$on of

thc South Caucasus and Central Asra has cnough encrgy rcsourccs ro mcet US' nceds and

reducc rts dcpcndence on thc volatrle rcgron of Pcrsran Gulf The Act wEs amended ln 2006

which thcn dcclered cncrgy sccunty as thc pnme rcason for thc US to stay rn Afghanlstan
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To prcvclt thc nse of Chr-na. thc US has punued tkee courses ofactlon Ftst. Chna has thc

world's largcst reseryc of Rarc Eanh Mctds and co[trols 97 o/o of thc world's supply

Afghanlstan has the world's srxth largcst rcserve of thesc metals lf Washrngon cffccrrvcly

conbols thrs altcmatrvc souce, the US and thc Wcst would bc lcss dependcnt on Ctuna

Sccondly, Chrna's grourng economy needs access to the oll and gas reservcs ofCenual Asia

Dr Brzczinskr adi'ocatcd the US geopotltlcal obJectrl'e ln Central Asla should bc to ltmlt

Chma's access to o resen'cs Wlthout Ecrcascd economrc and mtlttary powcr. Chrna lacks

thc abillty to proJcct pollflcal rnfluencc and cmcrgc as a rcgtonal hcgcmon And tfudly' to

Ilmit Ctuna ln thc rcgron, thc US promores alLances (Fal)on) Waslungton seeks to lnclude ln

its strateglc partncrshp. lndla, Ccntral Aslan statcs and Far East counmes

Thc successful lmplcmcltatlon of Srlk Road Act requrrcd huge fllltar]' prcscncc ln thc

rcglon Most of the US bascs bu r rn Afghatusta-o hc across thc proposed prpelmc (TA?I)

routc. ln ordcr to crxurc its secunty agarrst all odds. wlDch ls to transfer oil ftom Eurasta to

thc Indian Occan. WashmgtoD has also srgncd wth Kabul a Sccunty Agrecment allowrng

NATO to kcep 12 to l5 thousand combatrng troops rn Afghanlsta[ up to 2025 Untrl thc Rare

Earth Metals h AfghaJustan can be cornmcrcrally extracted. Chna rctarns a mo[opoly m thrs

rcgard and lts cncrgy nccds continue to bc met Chha's otl mports comc by sca as wcl! as by

land. To protect thc sca slupptng lanes. Chrna has estabhshcd bases tn the Indtal Occan

whch arc refened to as the "Smng of Pcarls" Thcsc naval facrlrtlcs strctchmg ftom

Palsstan up to Tha .nd and thc roads bcrng burlt to connect Chna to Pakrstan, Burma. and

Ba[gladcsh. completcly cnc[cle lndra Thc Amcnacn poltcy to prc\€nt Chma from bccomrng

a rcgronal hegcmon has trot bccn successful so far
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2.9 China's Afghen Policy

Chma's Afgha stan poltcl' rs a brt u.ndcfincd although rt looks for vnblc commerctal

opportunities in Afghamstan Smcc 1949, Cbfra-Afghan trcs remahcd modcst tl]l a Sovlet-

backcd factron attamcd rulc tn Kabul and backcd Sovlct U on Yersus Cluna Aftcr 1979. the

Ch[csc govcmment playcd an actlve rf low-kcy rolc m asslstlflg thc antr-So1lct lNurgency

by providrng wcapons alld farnng ln collaboratron wth the Unrted Statcs and Pakrsta-n,

wherc most ofthc glemllas werc based (Wcltz-2008) Chrna dtd not recogruze thc Moscow-

backcd Afghan rcgrmc. rcsultantly pullcd out rts diplomats from Kabul rn Fcbruary 1993.

whcn rntra-Muyahcdecn tussle cruptcd and shut down lts embassy tlll February 2002

Me-anwtule, tic appcarancc of Taltban rn Afghamstan dunng the mrd-1990s startled China

\f,tro, latcr on. developed bonds wr$ lslamist clcmcnts of Xtn;talgfu.Yghur Reglon- alt area

lhat bordcrs Pakstan. Afghamstan and Ccntral Asla Ulghur scparatlsts' who stnvc to creatc

an East Turkcstan Islamrc Repubhc. carncd out wdcspread lrolcncc ln Xmlrang dunng

1990s Chrna blamcd that Afghan Tahban and lslamrst mrhtarts. operatlvc m some tr4rd Aslan

shtcs. sponsor scparatrst actlvlhcs m Wcstcm Chma though anns and drugs smugghog

Dunng 1994 to 2002. the trade bctween China and Afghamstan sruck between US $17-39

mrllton pcr arlllum In May 2003, the two sldcs finahzed an Economlc and Tcchnrcal

Coopcratlon Agrecmcnt pavmg thc wa) for $15 milon Ctuncse $ant to Kabul In 2008. the

Afghan regrmc offcrcd rts nafural resources scctor for global rnvestrnent Chna's national

Metallurgical Group (MCC) amaangly purchascd a contolllng stake m thc coppcr mrnc at

Aylak in Afghamstan whrch is amongst thc world's btggest coPper dltchcs According to thc

Britrsh Gcologrcal Suncys. the copper deposlt thcrc co[tains 240 mllllon tons ofmatenal
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Morcover. China rndrrcctly backs thc courtennsugcncy dnYes of Kabul as lt has made

srgnlficant lnves[nent in Afghanrsta-n's rarc substancc sector It asslsts m thc defelopmcnt of

ovcrall iofrastructurc. m[]ng and othcr areas tn Afghanlstan Chlna has dso supponed to

cxpald thc role of Shangha Cooperatton Olganizatron (SCO) m Afghanrstan Somc analysts

bchcvc that Chtncsc lcadcrshp and pohcymakcrs aPpcar to bc unceftaln about the rolc of

ISAF rn Afghaustan On thc one hand. Chrna fcels uneasmess about lhc long ptesence of

wcstcm forccs m Afghanist n On thc othcr sidc. they defirutely do not Lkc lslamlsts to turn

vlctodous thcrc. srncc thcy could then cxplolt thc volatlle srtuatlon tn Xrnlmng lcgton

Although othcr states mrght dcsre to rcstrlct Chlna's tnflucncc orcl Kabul. but thc Chincsc

investmcnt rn Afghamstan cannot sustam ulthout ther suppon Whllc PRC's pohclmakers

opposc a long-tem westem mrhtar-y prcsence ln Cbrna's backyard. thcy fear rhat an abrupt

NATO wrthdrawal from Afghanrstan would cndanger rmportant Cluncse commercral i dcsts

in that country Chlna up to some e\tcnt agrccs wrth rts strategrc alley Pakrstan that Indra rs

also seekrng to dccpen 1ts Prcscnce rn Afghaflstan to curtarl Paklstanl and Chmesc rnflucnces

therc Thc PRC'S lcaders and pohclmakers havc also conccms thar opcn mrhtary

collaboration wrth thc anti-TaLban alliancc wrll dcfimtcly bnng Chrna at the alm of tcrronsts

In such crcurnstanccs. Chrna would prefcr to avotd takrng a lcadtng part ln armcd oPcratlons

rn Afghanrstatr The Chmcse medra rn rcgular lntclvals cautlon thc go\ ernmcnt agalnst

dchlcry or supply of any a$cflal asslstancc to thc ISAF troops ln Afghamstan Thc malor

wcak pornt in Chrna's Afghanrstan approach ls lts lcllance on thc Amcncan-alhed armles to

rcsEld thc r Lta[t upnsrng and makc surc a safe and scculc lnvcstrnent atmospherc ln

Afghan$tan wthout much sccuflt, support from Bculrlg
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2.10 Pak-ChinaRelationshiP

Pakistan and China cnloy a long-standlng close stratcgtc rclattonshrp Thrs partncrshrp

imtrally bcgan in l950s oncc Bcr3rng approached a numbcr of emcrglng sr2tcs aftcr the

Chinesc Communrst Party (CPC) garncd powcr on Octobcr I. 1949 Ghoun ct al' (2011)

recordcd. lhat Pakrstan was thc fiNt country whtch recogntzcd Chrna on 4d January 1950

Paklstan alweys admtrs thc explcrt support of Chtna on thc PakJndra drsputes and many

global rssucs On thc other hand. Chlna recogruzes Palostan's facllltallvc rolc of bccomtng a

bndgc bcrwecn Chrna. thc Unrted States' Euopc' and as wcll as the Musltm countnes

Pak-Chrna ncs stenglhcned profoundly rn thc cra of ChtnaJndla nr alry Chrna s Paktstan

pohcy rs pnmanly bascd on seekrng a land routc access to the Culf reglon and curtatltng

Indian rnflucnce tn thc rcgton Lrsa (2009) quotcd US' Expen on Asnn Affarrs Stcphcn

Cohcn- who descnbcd "Chrna as punutng a classlc balancc of po\ cr b)' supponrng PalilsEn

rn a rclatronshtp that mrrors thc onc bctwcen thc US and lsrael Chrna ts thc btggest arms

supplier to Pahstan To augmcnt Paklstan's tnfluencc tn the tactlcal cqulllbnum of South

Asla- Chlna proudcd strategrc exPcnlsc to Paktstan's nuclear and mtsstlc programs

firoughout thc 1980s and l99os Palilstan has establlshed two nuclcar reactors and ls

constructlng two morc at Chashma (PunJab provlnce)' utth thc cooperatlon of Chrna

Chna also assists Paktstan ln up-gradatlon ofa sca-bcd harbor at G\ adar m Baluchrstan Thc

pon would hclp Chrna !o acqulte Pctro-chcmrcal products from thc Perstarl Gulf In 2014-15'

both srdcs agccd upon a nerr multt-purposc plarL Chrna-Pakrstan Economlc Comdor (CPEC)

of wonh U S $46 brllon that contarns tugh spced rarl and road hnks bctwccn K6hghar and

Gwadar. Jornt cntcrpnses and sercral powcr ProJccts On rhc othcr hand. Berllng has also
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fabncatcd good relatlonslup ulth lndl4 partlcularly !n tradc and buslncss arcas An c\amplc

of rmprovmg tres wrth Indla rs Chrna's rmpartial srance on the decadcs old Kashmlr lssuc

Desprre thrs changc, Chlna contlnucs to malntarn multlfanous rclatlonslup wrth Pakrstan This

affilation works as a valuablc approach to watcr down the Indran tnflucncc in South Asta

Thc rssuc of Islamrc sepantlsts rn westem chtna is onc cause of strarn bctwccn Bcurng ard

lslamabad, who allegcdly cn;oy safc havens ln Pakistan's tnbal arcas Islarntc cxtrcmtsm ts

anothcr challengc to Pak-Chtna tres \[tcn t]rc Rcd Mosquc actl\lsts lMucted some Chlncse

cltizcns whom they blamcd for operatrng a brothcl rn lslamabad rn 2007, Chrna complarned to

Pakistan that led to thc Rcd Mosquc Opcralon Some Chtnese ofliclals worklng on l'anous

projects werc also anackcd across Paklstan Chtna tnflucnced Paklstan to cspousc a

consclcntrous anh-tcronsm shtcgy Dcfcnsc anal)'sts bcllevc that the asptnttons of Bctltng

wcrc also rncluded tn the mthtar, opcratlon launchcd rn Junc 2014 In North Waznstan

Dcspitc all such hitches. Pakrstan and Chlna both conslder thclr relationshlp as of a geo-

statcgic natuc. Thc Peoplcs RepubLc of Chrna is an acttrc mcmbcr of thc ll- countnes

"Fncnds of Dcmocratlc Paklslan" consortlum that was formcd ln Scptembcr 2008 The

volumc of brlateral tadc conttnucd to grow from US S I 4 brllron rn 2001 to US $ 3 brllion rn

2004, whlch firrthcr rosc lo 05 bllllon In 1006 An MOU uas also stgned for coopcratton

bctwccn Paklstan Broadcastrng Corporatlon and Chlna Radlo lntcmalond for Urdu Semcc

broadcasts in sclectcd Paklsta ctttes on FM Channcl urt} the Chma Radlo Intcmational

(CRI). (Ghoun ct al) Ghouri concludcd that China has rcmarned thc largcst economlc and

mrlrtary supPorter of Paklstan and thc mutual lntcrdcpcndencc of thc two countncs and

rncrcasrng volumc oftrade and lnvcstmcnt, keeping t}cm cngages contlnuously
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2.ll Thc Growth of Chinesc Medie and Its Impect on Politico-economic

Dcvclopmcnt

Bcsrdc othcr arcas. Chtna has also made wondcrful progrcss tn Mcdta scctor Mcdra havc

lncrcdrblc sway over ctYtc lifc. pubhc oplnion and polltlcs rn Chlna Thc latcst tnformatlon

technology has atlowcd the Chrncsc pcoplc to havc substantlal and qutck cntrancc to dtgttal

rnformatron Authontlcs ln Cluna arc forced to connnuously re-c\amlnc statc mcdia poltctes'

rcgulations and codc ofconduct Intcmatronal Mcdra Support (lMS) and thc Dantsh Natronal

Commrsston for IJNESCO organlzcd a Confcrcncc tn Copenhagcn on Novcmber 28- 2008 on

Chinese mcdta- Ovcr l0O forelgn Joumallsts and dclcgatcs from reputable world unlvcrsltles'

mcdia rnstrtutions. governrnental and non'govemmcnlal organlzattons ancndcd lt

Sun Yushcng. Vrce-Presrdent. CCTV argued that thc 1993 reforms tn TV loumaLsm promotcd

the proccss ofdemocracy and rulc of law CCTV has rclatl\e tndcpcndencc ln progmmmlng

Revcnuc comcs fiom adlcrtrslng rnsrcad of dtrcct goveruncnt fundrng In Chtna_ thcre arc

now (2008) 294 TV stanons. 1283 chrnnels, four mrlhon TV scts and I 2 btllton rrewers On

Scptcmbcr 14 1987. Chrna sent rts first cmarl ln 1994, Chrna oll'icrally jotned thc Intemet

club. ln 1996. thc first lntemct Compan) was formed Chlna ls onc out ofscvcn countnes that

usc thc ncwcst mcdta tcchnology A scnous problcm rs that all channcls look rather slmllar

duc to fic fccd ofldenttcal stuff and compctrllon pc6rsts arnong rather matchlng channels

Prof- Dr. Yuezhl Zhao. School of Commurucaron Slmon Frascr U verslt-v. Canada put that'

thc Chincsc mcdta arc commcrcialEcd, advc(lslng'supported. but statc con&ollcd Thls ts

"commcrcrallzltron Plthout pnvalzatton " The mcdla have thus changcd thctr busrness model

but not thclr owncrshrp structruc Thc pnvatc capltal rs llmlted ro thc penphencs of thc

systcm. Dr Zhao hrghhghtcd two marn lssucs-thc domrnalcc of ncohbcral market ralonallty
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rn mcdE content and the nse of "tle dlctatorshlp of (ncohberal) econolusts" Thc nse of a

consumen$ anglc rtr oews repo(rng. to the ncglcct of the pcrspectl'es of u'orkcrs ard

farmcrs, has poscd senous imphcahons on soclal powcr stmctuc He bellci€d thar mcdla

commcrcialzation and globahzation arc part and parccl of class polanzaton and soclal

stra[fication that havc crcatcd cxploslvc soclal tcnslons m Chua

Prof Hugo de Burgh. Drcctor of Thc Chlna Mcdra Centrc' Urulcrslty of Westmmster, U K

sard that ln the West, the tmage of Cluna ts consuuctcd wrth at least rwo lcvcls Thc brand or

cmotional level- thc pqceptlon ofa country's ovcrall facels ofpopular cultulc I c films' TV.

sport, muslc. brstory. art and llteratwc Thts lmage usually nses abor c short-term pollhcal

bnscs and cngagcs audlcnces at an cmotlonal lcvcl The sccond one ls rcputatlon, whch ls

more mtronal and ls about how a countr) promotcs and Jrl$lfics lts poLtrcal and cconomtc

actrons and what otheN say about lt Burgh foresccs many challengcs for medra managcN m

China today But thc Chincsc mcdra are not, as many Westcm cxPefts wnte. backward and

uttcrly polltlczcd and arc the brggcst and fast changlng med1a set-up ln thc world

Explanng thc Chmese medra rcgulatory strucnuc. Dr Hu Zhengrong. vice Presldcnt'

Commumcatron Umventty of Betltng, Chtna put that thcrc rs a Yertlcal struchlrc that

coordrnatcs from Centre to locallt-v Thts takcs placc tl[ough the party system wrth

propaganda departments at all lcvcls (statc, provtncc. crq & councrl) Srmrlarly, Cluna has a

four-trcr mcdra structurc wlth thc Statc mcdra for thc ccntral party a-nd govemment. thc

Provrncial mcdra for thc provinctal palq and govemmcnt. thc Clt) mcdla for thc mumctpal

parq ard govemment arld finall) thc Counq' mcdla for thc countj Parq'and govemmcnt Thc

mcdra outlcts arc not affihatcd but rndepcndcnt from cach othcr
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Thc horlzontal structuJc ofauthorihcs that coordlnate and regulate dlfferent mcdla sectom ls

(l) Thc Statc Admmrstratron ofRadro, Frlm & TV rcgulatcs radio. TV. filrn and anrmatron,

(2) The Statc Admlnrstsatron of Prcss & Pubhca[on regulates newspapers. prcss &

publrcaiorls. (3) Thc Mrnisrq' of Culturc rcgulrtcs art & entcrtaDmcnt. (4) Thc Mr stry of

Industry & Infomation regulates tclccom, wrrc-lcss scnrccs & broadband. (5) Statc Council's

rnformation office regulates the onltnc mcdta & Intemet and (6) Thc Burcau ofRadro. Fil-rn &

Tv. the Bureau ofPress & Pubhcatron, thc Burcau ofCulrurc and the Bureau ofSports are all

gathcrcd rn thc Comrmssron of Culturc,

Thls huge and complcx paraphemalta mdrcatcs that Chrnesc Medta ln thc last threc dccadcs

have madc massr'!'e gro$th and thcy havc far-rcaclung lmPacts on soclo_polltlcal and

economrc development of the country

2.12 Global Out-reech of thc Chincse Media

In thc past two dccadcs. Chrna has multipLcd spcndrng for mcdta & broadcastlng to co ey

rts vrcwpornt worldwde. mclt down thc Us-allied Westcm medla cancl and showcasc tts leap

as a global power peaccfully. Chrna rn lts "go-out" medra vcnturc has launchcd many multt-

lenguage satellltc Radro & TV channels, websltcs and establlshed FM radro stahons m forelgn

counmes It also conducts on rcgular besls, displays of ts anctent hentagc atrd organlzcs art &

cultural conccrts abroad. Organtzattons such as CCTV, Xrnhua and People's Darly could

rcponcdll rcccrrr up to RMB 15 brlhon (JS$2 l9 brlLon) rcspectl\ely for ambltrous schemes

gcarcd towards enhanctng Chna's lntcmauonal influencc The EngLsh Channcl of CCTV,

CCTV Inrcmatrotral, wlrhin Just a fcw ycars, has clamcd lts stalie rn thc global

communlcalion landscapc, covcnng 987o of the world's landmass (Zhang 2009)
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From 1949 to lhe latc 1970s, Chna's campalgn for cxtcmal pubhclq malnly rcvolvcd around

thc "sociallst camp" and a fcw sclcctcd natlons of Asia and some Afncan and Latrn Amcnca-n

countnes The maln propaganda sourccs wcre thc X[hua Ncws Agency, People's Darly' and

Chrna Radro Itrtematronal (CRI) Ovcrscas TV pubhctty actlvltlcs (slnce1958) slmpl)'meant

exchangrng news documentancs wrth other Communist TV stabons Smce lts cconomrc

rcforms. Chtna's ovcrscas publcrty actlvitles havc moved gradualll from passtvc (rn lmc wlth

Dcng Xraoping's low-profile forelgn pohc)') to Pro-actlve as ClDna adoPted a more acuve

forcign policy undcr the lcadcrshp of Hu JDtao

In 2001. govcmmcnt-controlled news websrtcs wcle derclopcd and launchcd on a massrve

scalc h addltlor\ sttcs spcctfically dcstgned for or erscas publtclq uere crcatcd Thc Ch1-na

Natronal Nctwork (chna com cn) was crcated rn 1997 as thc kcy nabonal overseas publtctty

wcbsitc From 2005 onuard. Chma startcd to burld an alldtmenstonal. multr-chamelcd and

widc-ranging grand ftamework of ol'crscas publiciq', a ccntally managcd and coordmated

fi-amcwork for tnflucncrng worlduldc pubhc optruon. Zhang oprncd In thc pcnod 2000'2010,

China launched another tmagc-butldrng campaign to show lts plogressN'encss and

compctcncy, that marked thc sccond phasc ofChrna's enhanced pubhc diplomacy and pursutt

as an emcrging soft powcr

As r mattcr of fact. Thc Cluncsc mcdia present thct o\,n \crslon of lssucs and cveots

happcmng rnsidc Chrna and rn the world They havc lncrcased thclr coveragc hke CNN and

BBC and also rcpon ltroac on thc dcveloprng countncs They co\er spons. socto-culhrral

actr\1t1cs. buslness. rnvestment and Chlna's achlevcments m these scctols to give an lmagc of

prospcnty and succcss. Thc Chrlresc mcdra dso acttrcly dcfend sensltrvc rssues for which

China is often critrcrzed
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Chna's ccntrally orgaotzcd publlc dlplomac)'has ccrtdn ad\antages Chlnese TV statrons at

all lcvels work togcther CCTV takcs up the leadtng rolc and all other TV stat'ons fced thc1r

programmcs. Srmrlarly, all local wcbsltcs arc rcquued to support and prcudc lnfornanotr to

thc Chna Natronal Nctwork Howevcr, surt'eys conducted in the UK in 2007 (i olvrng 106

informalts fiom 13 counhes & regtons) and 2008 (inrotrrng 126 rnformants from 14

coutrtncs & regrons) on the tmpact ofCluna on changrng global lnformatton flou'showed lcss

tha-D five perccnt audlcncc pcnc[ation of Chrnese state rncdla Sune]s conducted in

Southcast Asla also sho\ that Chlna's sofl power ts far fiom domDatug thc rcglon

Zhang suggcstcd some mcasures for effecttve global oul-reach of rhc Chrnesc medla Frrst'

Chrna competes rn a very crowdcd traosnattonal global media spherc Second, the rolc and

mrssion of rts mcdra rs to tcll Chma's story to forctgn audlcnces \'!lth morc cntcrtalnmcnt' frec

ncws \r1th lcss govern-rnent control Thrrd, thc natue of Cluncse controlled medra gocs

against lhc nature ofrcal-omc global communlcatlon wluch rcqutres accuracy. oblecttrrry and

abovc all tmelmess Fourth. although China's medta ha\'c becn profcsstonaltzed ovcr thc

ycars, the le1'el of profcsstonaltsm contrnues to bc low Frnally. scnmg up ofmany channcls rs

not enough. What ls morc lmportart rs the mcssagc that ls geftng across

It is a fact that rn leceflt decades, lhe tntclcst of lntematronal commu q in cmergrng Chrna

atrd lts culture has amphficd But thc advocac,v of Cluna for a harmoruous world urrh lts base

vduc of authonty and rcspect ls very st!ff to attaln Though thc smglc actor model of Chrna

has hclpcd to prop up rrs rntcmauonal sway and moved ahead tts soft Powcr unage

worldwrde. but r! also has somc rnburlt drawback such as thc mcdra's rcstnctcd autonomy

ard thc[ low crcdibrlltv Hencc lts succcsses are partlal and llmltcd
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2,13 China's Grand Strategy for Media

Cluna undcrtook a rcvlsed "gong out" mcdia strategy after 2000. that mcant to launch

broadcastrng rn many ovcrscils rcgrons ard cxtemal languagcs Thls ambltlous plan was

mcant to bccomc a part of thc global tnformatton syslem to boost up couotll's tmagc and

co[rmurucalc ncw Cbrnesc outlook worldwrdc Thc rn-land media scrrrcc of Cluna has been

corrcsponded \r1th a strong forelgn scn'tcc Thts ovcrscas broadcastng structue ls composcd

ofthrec kcy global workplaces tn thc caprtal Bciling, North Amenca (Washrrrglon) and Afnca

(Nairobi). rn addrtron to ovcr thar 70 worldurdc bweaus Ctuna ls track[g cntlcal rnvcstmcnt

in mcdra sector in regrons ltke Wcst Asla, Southeast AsIa. Africa and Latm Amcnca The

disscmlnalon takcs placc across many dlffcrent Chmcsc mcdra platforms. both old and ncw

Frlm Industry Promotron rs also a kcy part of Chlnesc medra "gotng out" pohc) In f012,

China bccamc thc world's second blggcst movlc markct and the Clu-oese mcdra conglomcrate

Daliar Warda boughl thc U S theater charn AMC Entcrtarnmcnt. crcaung thc world's brggcst

cham of movic houscs Morre box oflicc recctpts in Cltna grew 3070 rn 2012. elevatlng lt s

rankrng to onc of the hghest m rhc world Chtncsc compames are currcntly cxPlorlng

panncrshrps with Holll'wood power houscs such as Paramount and Dream \l'orks. hoplng to

marry thc cconomrc mrght of thc Chtncse marketplacc u'lth the appeal of Amcncan culturc

(Anne Nclson, 2oli) Thc PRC'S mcdla goals sccm rather as proudrng an opposrtronal

drscounc to thc domurant hegcmoD) of Wcstcm mcdla Smcc 1979. CCTV ls almost cnxrel)'

supportcd by domcstrc ad1'erhsmg Chcnts lncludc both domcstlc busrncsscs such as Bank of

Chlna and c-commerce gtant Ahbaba and global advertrscrs such as Proctor & Gamblc and

Volkswagcn CCTY's advertrsrng revcnucs htt a rccord htgh of$ 2 5 bllhon m 2012
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Chlna's aim for rts medla arc to enlcr lnto Jolnt agreements \11th forelgn broadcastcrs. d.vclop

sEong ovcrscas markctlng & dEtributlon systcm, rmprovc thcr understand[g of medra laws

and pohcrcs in target arcas and srudy thc culturc and audiencc tastcs. the polrtlcs, lustor,''

economy, ctc of target countncs to "help ruth the govemment s pollc)'-makrng" In2009, thc

South Chrna Momrng Post rcported. "CCTV chaffrcls reach 838 mtllton overseas subscobers

rn 137 nations " But "rcachmg subscribcrs" can bc a dlffcrent metnc than '\rcwcrslup" In

2011. Thomson ReuteN reportcd that tt had rcachcd an agreement to d$tributc CCTV'S

contcnl and scnptcd footage to morc than 700 broadcasters across thc US. Europc, Asra alld

Afuca CCTV News (Englsh) rs one of42 charnels that arc globally avarlablc Thc Afrrcan

rcgron has dso bccn rdcntrficd as a medu pnonty CCTV opencd rts thud global bureau m

Narrobr China opencd rhc Narobr officc for Chtna Radro FM rn 2005 CCTV Afnca's

Narrobr ccntcr u'as opened rn January 2012 Chlncsc companles alc also slgrung agrecments

to develop largc-scalc commu catrons projects rn thc Asun-Pacrfic Regton

Forcrgn pohcy anallsts have been talkrng about Chl[a's "grand stEtegy" for lears Bellrng

consrders ncws dlssemmatrol for medta dcvclopment as rt makes long-tcrm stEteglc

mvestments ln mcdia Many Wcstcm countnes have left the[ ncws lndustrles to the mcrclcs

of bnrtal cconomrc condrtroDs and technologtcal dtsruptton Some US mcdra nctwork havc

closcd most of therr forergn burcaus Global broadcasters such as thc CNN arld tsBC are

cutting stalT and rntemahoDal reportrng \\'cstem statc broadcasters. lncludlng the Volce of

Amenca. thc BBC World Scmcc and Dcutschc Wcllc (DW) are urder tncrcascd pressure to

dcfend thcir scn'rces As Wcstem ncws opemhons are buffeted b) thc wrnds of cconomrc

unccrtainty and tcchnologrcal drsrupton, thc Chmcsc arc plal1ng 0rc long game It won't talic

a crnfur-, to scc whch approach-lmprovlsatlon or strategJ'-gams the uppcr hand
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Z.l4 Mcdia CensorshiP in Chine

As stated earher. Chtnesc mcdla ts under statc co[trol Bcrna Xu (2013) anallzcd mcdta

censorship i-n Chrna from the Westcm perspcctlve sa)Tng that go\ emments rn Chrna havc

permalc and extcnslve conttol on both conventlonal alld the mtcmct-bascd medra Thrs

strict medla control entarls scrcenrng mcchanlsms. proscnbmg publlcatlons or wcbsrtcs and

dctairung drvcrgcnt lownahsts, soctal medra bloggers & acttrrsrs The nsrng dcmand for

access to rnfomntion in Cbrna has challenged thc state's s$ay ovcr thc mcdra Thc rcgrmc is

busy in cffons to porse thc demand for morc rnformatron wrth tts pnmary goal for hold on

contcnt lt ls a common percephon that soclcry nceds prcss freedom but ls also womed that

such indepcndcncc could challcngc thc stahrs quo EYen though Jomt publlc-pnvalc mcdra

olvncrshrp and the numbcr ofpublicattons rn Chma havc nsen corstderabll. but thts tncreasc

has not caused adequate changc ln thc arcna ofmcdta tn Ctuna

Frccdom of spcech, rreus and press rs ensucd to the cittzens rn rhe consttuhon ofchlna. but

the counky's prcss laws contain ccrtaln equtl'ocd clauscs alrd authonl]cs makc their own

rntcrprctauon of thc vaguc languagc and usc lt as a ltcensc for onslaught on medu on the

prctcxt of statc's sccung Thc pre\'arlng codc of la*s on protcctmg stat.'s classlflcd

rnformation was rnodrficd rn Apnl 2010, to cnsurc addrtional suay ovcr the corDmumcaton

and information stream. Thls modlficatron rcrnforccd necessar.v condlhons for Intemet

Scrvicc Proridcrs (SPs), supphers and telccom opsators to assrst authontics ln lnqulnes into

tcakagcs md drsclosurcs of scnsrtrvc mfornatlon In May 2010. the govemment rssucd tts

first ufute paper on the Intcmet drat cmphastzed thc concept of "Intemet so!'erelgnt),"

requinng all local and forcrgn rntcmct uscrs u Chlna. to abrdc b] ChDcsc rc8ulattons
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Morcovcr. susplclous wcbsltes are blocked Certaltr ke)'words alert authonocs and thc ln-flow

ofcDlrc data ftom forcign lntcmct roots arc filtcrcd tkough thc tluee computcr bases located

rn Bcrjing, Shangha and Guangzhou. Forelgn Joumallsts arc rcqu[ed to obtaln Pcrm]sslon

beforc reporung m Chma- Rcportagc on sensrtrvc lopics ls stnctly prohlbttcd During a

political ts nsition in Chrna. ccrsorshp rs trghtcned tlrough rclease of Iiesh gurdelncs Thc

Intcmct users arc rcqurred to provldc acfual namas to scn'lce pro!'ldcrs Authontlcs sparc no

trmc to block rnformation on rssues that may lcad to proroke soclal unrest

Abovc a dozen statc regulatory orgals evaluatc and put rn forcc rulcs & rcgulatrons couplcd

with thc strcamrng of rformatlon \}Tthln. mto and ftom Chrna The most pou'crfi]l monltonng

body ls the Com-munlst Partys Ccntral Propaganda Department (CPD). wluch coordrnatcs

ruth Gcncral Admrnls[-attoIr of Prcss and Publlcatlon (CAPP) and State Admin]stratron of

Radro, Frlm & Tclcvtston (SARFT) to cnsurc content promotes parr,'docmne Ccnsorshtp

guidchncs arc circulatcd wcekly from thc Pafiy's propaganda department and thc Bueau of

lntcmct AffarE to promrnent cditors and medta provrders

M),nad ways of ccnsonng thc Internet rncludc tcchrucal mcthods llkc bandwrdth thiottlmg,

kcyrrord frltcring, as wcll as thc wholesalc blocking of access to wcbsltes Joumalists censor

themsclvcs to avold drsmrssals. dcmotrons, hb€l la\ sutts, fines. arrests. and thc shuttenng of

ncws outlcts. Joumahsts and actlvlsts uho olcrstep boundancs can also face pnson, as of

Fcbruary 2014, thity loumalrsrs and sevcnty nctrzcns were unpnsoned. accordrng to

Rcportcrs without Bordcrs. ln 2009. Chnesc nghts acttvrst Liu Xnobo was sentcnccd to

clcvcn years in pnson for adrocatrng dcmocratlc reforms and freedom ofspcech whtch eamed

hrm thc Nobcl Pcace Prizc Thc watchdog goup "Reponcrs lxtthout Bordcrs" rankcd Chtna

173 out of 179 courfnes m its 2013 worldwrde rndex of prcss freedom
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Rcgardless of thc orgaruzcd restnctlons on informatton soulccs. thc Chmcsc publlc has

drscovcred many mcans to gct news tluough plory senen and \ lItua] pnvate networks

(VPNS). as well as through mrcro-bloggrng srtes fught now. Chrna has roug}ly 620 mrllon

Intcmct users. Votces arc berng raiscd for fi.rll press llbcrtj rn Chrna Thc advcnt of Intemct

has grcatly transfonncd thc backdrop of Cluncse mcdra m an mformatron-stamng soclcq

Thc battlc for fiec cxpresston tppcars m shapc of cscalat[g cilzetr rntcrc$ toward morc

relevant soclal campargns hkc ccologrcal crumblc. communal dlspantles, corruptlon etc They

matcrializc thc soclal media as a sourcc ofprolfcratrng lnformatron

2.15 Thc Role of Chine Radio Intcrnetional itr Chin.'s Global Medie
Rece

Chrna Radlo Intcmatronal (CRI) rs the state-owncd worldwde btoadcastcr of Cluna On 3'd

Dcccmber 1941, tt went on-alr lrutrally as a propaganda oudct named "Radro Pckrng"

Prcscntly. CN enloys a srgrllficant posltlon in thc soff powcl strategy ofChrna Qlng Luo et al

(2010) cvaluated thc rolc ofCRI to cxamrne thc conceicd aPproach ofChrna tn consolidatrng

rts global rnflucncc and imagc in thc drgrtal agc After achtermg cconomrc mrmcles. Chrna

has also stepped rnto thc domarn of populd global culture and urdc-sprcad pubhc rclations

contcsL Chua promotcs culturc as parl of thc soff power poltcy urth thc world*rde clcatlon

of Confircrus Instrtutcs and broadcasts m vanous foretgn languagcs by CRI and CCTV lts

medre has expandcd globally such as the publtcatron of Pcoplc's Darly rn crght forcrgn

Ianguages. tbc mrdanon of thc Enghsh Darly Global Trmc. estabhshment of CRI & CCTV'S

suLomccs & channels u most rcglons of thc world and Xrnhua ncws agenc)' nct-uork of

abovc 100 oyerscas bureaus Chioa's official telcvlslon channel CCTV and extcmal radto

scrucc CRI occupy chrcf share rn the forcrgn publlclty campargn of Chha-
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Srncc 19.11. CRI arred propaganda bascd programs The latc 1970s opcrung-up pohcl of

Chrna directed CRI towards commercralzahon It currently arm programmes rn 66 foretgn

languages. usrng a range oftransmrssron methods, includlng FM. AM, Intcmct radlo. satclllte.

and podcast. CRI has also ll7 global FM radio and 32 AM radlo partncrs rn Asra. Afrtca,

North Amcnca. Europc and Oceania Today. CRI'S total b.oadcastmg tlme rs 1520 hours per

day. rcachrng morc than 60 counfics in tbc world lntegratmg lhe new tcchnologlcs, CRI

crcatcd its ortn mult-language web portal rn Dcccmber 1998 In 2000, thc lnformatlon Of{icc

of thc Statc Councrl allowcd thc CRl, CCTV, Pcoplc's Darly, Xrnlua ard Chha Darly to

scrve as ncws servrce prouders yla Intemet On January 24. 2002. undcr the permtsston ofthc

Ccrtal Departnent of Propaganda, the Mmrstry of Forogn Affars and Ore SARFT, CRI

lntegratcd tkcc Chmcsc wcbsltes (Chma ncws. Global Chl[csc Net & TV com) and formcd

"CRl Onlinc" to broaden Chrna's rnlluencc and pcrspcctivc globalll'

Cfu Online also mcludes c-Joumals. Board Bullctrn System (BBS). bloggmg and a multl-

languagc podcastmg All these servlccs aIm at shmulatlng dcbatcs and optruon cxchangcs

about ChiDa among uscN. bloggcrs and vlsrtors. INct Radlo (of CRI) also mtegratcd the

new technologlcs, wttrch rs a spectfic wcb radto launched rn Jtrly 1005 by the Chrnese,

Enghslr, Gcrman atrd Japancsc vcrsrons of the Czu INct Radlo urbcasts currently 1n ll

laDguagcs and offcrs seYcial thcmatrc channcls whtcb allow for tnteractrvlty u'lth speaker In

Octobcr 2006 the 'SARFT" authonzcd CRI to serye as thc fourth operator of IPTV

Operaung shcc March 2007, thrs offcrs a 24-hour programmrng schcdulc such as sport. news.

movies, cducatron- wcathcr, shopprng, entcnaromcDr and mtcractr\lg' Thc usc of oew

tccbnologics by CRI also mcludcs transmrttrng on televrsro. \'ra mobrlc phone slDcc 2007,

thanks to a paftrcrslup v'rrth telecom opcrators China Umcom and Chrna Mobrlc
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Thc Cbnesc lcadcnlup realtzcs that tbc Chrna's global lmage 15 donunaDtly PaDtcd b) the

hegcmontc and commcrcrahzcd capltallst mcdla. wluch ls morc often btased Therefore CRI

has a two-prongcd strategy Frsl rt focuses on technologlcal lrlo.ratlon as lt ls most uscfiI ln

rausing inlluencc and improving image of thc country rnland and abroad and manipulating the

global opiruon Sccond. CRI ls establshing vltal accords and Jolnt vcntues wttb foretgn

media organizations uthlD a broadcr contcxt of global cooperahon and has thus madc many

stratcgrc aclucvcmcnts in thc modcm cra m companson wlth lts Westcm countcrpans

2.16 Signiliencc of Mcdia Coverege in Pekisten end Afghrnistrn

Paklstan and Afgharustd harc remarned thc most volatlc counmcs of thc world slnce Lhc

post-1979 (Russlan lntcncntlon m AfghaDstal) cvcnts The Us-led multl-natlonal mlhtary

expcditiol ln Afghamstan tum.d to bc thc second ma.;or ltve mcdra covcragc war aicr thc

fint Gulf War of l99l Otr thc other hand. thc mllltants also cxccssrlely uscd thelr

communication syslcm rn Pakrstan and AfghaDrstan Thc most cffcctl\e amongst thc tools of

mrhtant's propagarda mcchantsm werc thc covcrt and moblle FM mdro Eansmrltcrs

Bumo (2009) stated that \xrth ovcrwhclmrng fircpower. Westcm armres rarell' lose to combat

to Tallban fightcrs m Afgharustan But m thc cormuDcations battlc. the mrLtants appcar to

bold the edgc- usrng FM t ansmlttcrs, Intcmct, and tlreatenmg notes Thrs makes c\1dcnt

that dl contcndrng world powcrs and partlcs grvc substantral rmportancc to the use of medra

rn thc rcgion rn thc strugglc of safcguardrDg ther vcstcd rntcrcsts Morcoler. the rcgton has

rcmained a conflict zonc for thc last morc than thec decades and conflrct nah.lrally mYites the

attention of medra- Tlus factor also cnharccs the srgmficancc of global mcdra coveregc ofthc

territory comprisrng Pakrstan and Afgbanistan
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Thcorcticel Framework

2.17 TheoreticelFremcwork

Modem day rcsearch rs camcd out under ce aln parancteE. agreed upon by thc schola.'s

comrnudty at largc Tbe solc objecuve rs clanty and spcclficatloD E1cry sclenhfic study ls

colducted in a specrfic framc work for thc sakc of focus on rhc issuc. avotdancc ofconf,ston,

and aclucvcmcnt of rcsults rn ordcr to furthcr suggcst uscful predlchons Rescarch studrcs arc

thus fittcd rn ccrtain thcorctical fiamcworks and arc donc fiom a spccrfic pdspectlvc

A thcoretrcal framework rs mealt to frnd out a safcr placc where thc rcscarcher cao put hrs or

her *ork so that rt rs not stra;ed rn thc vast bodl of kno*ledge (Khan, ?008) Howcver. a

rcsearch problem may bc rnvesfigated from crthcr onc or sevcml perspcchves srmultaneousl)'

It dcpends upon thc gcncral charactcr ofthc rssuc and field oft}c study Srmrlarly, somctrrrcs

a study cannot be put rn a specrfic structurc It may ovcrlap man) thcorercal scttrngs at a trme

and sccm fit rn many pcrspcctivcs It dcpcnds upon the nature of a snrdl' lt rs not .cccssary

trat a[y rescarch would bc havrng a spccific kLnd ofthcorctrca] framework, KhaD added

A thcorctrcd fnmework provrdes thc casrng whrch gnps or hclps sustarn a lbeory ln an

invcstrgalrvc study It provrdcs a basc for thc theory aod lllustratcs why thc research problcm

choscn for cxarnrnatron sta)s allve. It rs a collectron of rntcrconnccted conccpts and look hkc

a thcory but not nceded to bc vcry much rcfincd. It gurdes a rcsearch work, dccldes what stuff

thc rcscarchcr will evaluatc, and whjch t}?c of statrshcal relatlonshrps hc chooscs to scarch

for- Thcorctrcal fraDcworks provrdc a particular perspcctrve or lcns, through u'hich wc

cxammc a toprc Tt[s study was conductcd undcr thc thcorctrcd ambtt of thc agcnda sctting,

framing and gatc kceprng thconcs whrch havc bccn dcfincd and drscusscd rn bnef, as below
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2.17-l Agende Setting Theory

Agcnda-settmg ts lhc proccss u'hereby the news medta lead the publc in assrgmng rclatlve

mpofiancc to vanous public lssucs Eogcrs, Deanng & Bregman, 1993)' Thts proposttron

surfaced when rcsearchcrs tumcd dtsconrcntcd wlth thc domlnant thcorctlcal prcsumpuon m

mcdia rcscarch (thc limltcd eflects modcl). during 1950s and 1960s Joscph Klappcr (1960)

wrotc "Mass communicatlon ordmanl)'docs not sene as a neccssary and suffictcnt causc of

audrcncc efTccts, but rarhcr funcbons among and through a ncxus of mcdlatlng functioos and

inJluenccJ'(Schcuflc, 1999) Thc notron of agcnda sethDg ts mostly credrtcd to \Valter

Lipma.on In hrs book "Pubhc Oprnton'' he assertcd that thc apparatus of mass medra craft

rmagcry of occunngs m pubhc brans and that pohcy makers should bc cogrDzant of tlosc

'prctucs in peoplc's hcads' Hc argucd thar thc plchrcs of reall$' creatcd by rhc ncus mcdta

wcrc mercl)' lcflectloDs ofactual rcaht)'and thcrcforc were somcnmes distoned (Kuk. 1999)

Thc first cvcr ranonal analysrs ovcr Lrpmann's tdeas on agenda seftmg appeaJed ln 1972 that

rs known as thc Chapcl H t Study Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw tested thc

manlpulatlo[ of voting dnve covcmgc on pcoplc's drscemment about thc srgntficance of

lssues. Bcforc thc Electlon Day. the rcsearchcrs inquficd the Chapel Hlll \otcrs t]al what

werc thcy most conccmed about thosc days? ln rcsponse. the tssucs thcy rdcnt!fied - were

found alnost ldcnhcal to the agendas on lhe ncws medra Hclce. t]rc1'found arl mcrcdlbl]

strong conclatron (Bratuslav Kovaali, 1997) Thc pubLc agcnda uas a vlrtual rcflcctlon of

mcdra agcnda They namcd tlus 'transfcl of sallencc' of rssucs ftom tte medla to thc pubhc

"thc agcnda scttlDg influcncc of mass commullcatron (Saqrb. 2008) Accordmg to agenda

scnng supposition" people acqurrc promrtrcncc of toprcs and mattcrs ftom the broadcast
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medla m thclr daily hfc Thcy thcn add to their pcrsonal agendas. tdenrtcal sct of Prcferencc

Transmrsston ofthcsc sahcncres rs onc ofthe most rmportant aspects of mass commurucatlon

Thc ncws mcdia rnform us about thc world at largc Lrlie a magnrflrng mmol thcy provrde us

chlefclcments for our plctures of thc globc Thus thc mcdta also ma.nrpulatc rhe cmrncncc of

thosc clcmcnts in thesc plcturcs AgcDda Scttlng tclls that how many agcDdas are rhcrc. hkc

thc Govcmmcnt agcoda, thc mcdra agcnda and the publrc agenda Herc thc first two are

combincd ur case ofCRI (berng a controlled mcdra), *hich rs the focus of tlus study

2.17-2 Framing Theory

The terrn fi:amrng mcans as to how a mass cortmuircanon medlum constructs packages of

rnfomutron and conveys them to the audrcnce Thls theory statcs that, thc mcdla choose a fcw

lncldents amongst man) cvents and atcrward unlcash them ftom a spcctfic pcrspectlvc to

promotc or dcprcss some elucldatrons. Thus thc medra mampulate how publc observe

actuallty. Mass medra actrvcly sct the ftamc of referenccs that rcadcrs and vrcwcrs usc to

rntcrprct and discuss pubhc evcnts (Tuchman, 1978)

Acaordrng to Numa[ Just and Cnglcr (1992), "thcy $ve the story a 'spm takmg mto

account therr orgaruzatronal and modalrry constrants. profcssronal Judgments and certaln

Judgmcnts about thc audiencc" At thc samc trmc. pcople's rnfomatron processmg and

mterprclatlon arc mfluenccd by prccxrstrng mcanlog stucture or schcmas (Llppmam. 1922)

Thc conccpt of "ft'dmng" was fiIst uDlcashcd by AntlEopologrst Grcgory Baleson rn 1972 He

defined a psychologrcal framc as "a spatlal and tcmporal boundmg of a set of mtcractrvc

mcssagcs" (Googlc. 2014) Frammg rs also seldom labeled as second-lercl agcnda semng.
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3

4

Rcscarchcrs have assocrated the followmg conccps wtth Ilamtng

I Journa.lists selcct thosc toprcs whlch thcy wrll prcscnt ro the audlcncc Thcl also dcctdc

how thosc rssucs wrll be presentcd

TIc masscs construct the[ own fi-ames Thc] r[tcrptct tbc medta packages tlrough thcrr

owl pcNpcctivcs wluch mal'\ orrrlap or contradtct thc medta s frames

Every timc, ftames arc rernforced postttvcly or ncgatl\ely

Thc consrruction of framrng rs a steadl' and orga zed course that tales placc ovcr trmc-

Trmc and rcsourcc hmrtations oftcn causc framrng in mcdu as cach ard cve4' evcnt cannot bc

reported JoumalsLs choosc whrch cye[ts to cover and whrch to lgnore and dectde wluch

facts. ralucs aDd perspecbvcs will be mcntioncd or givcn prommcnce Thus Joumalsts apply

thclr own lltcrprctrve fiames whcn packagrtrg news Rcporters are also rnfluenced by socral

norms. prcssues fiom mtcrest groups, Journal6rc routrnes and ther oun rdcologrcal or

polltrcd orientahons As a rcsult, some defirutions, cvaluatrons and approvals contarned

wrthil ncws rcports arc promotcd o1'er othcrs Tlus sclectrut] a.d llmltaho[ inJlucoces

audlcncc's pcrccphon and rntcrpretatlon of cvcnts

2.17-3 Gete Keeping Theory

Kurt Zadck Lcwin (1890-1947) a Gcrmatr Psychologrst pnmanly comcd thc word "Gate

kccpurg"- This concept entered iDto the commuflcatron arena l]om the domarn ofps;chology

and at prescnt is onc of the fi:ndamcntal thcones rn mcdra studrcs Blockrng nccdlcss and

discardcd rtcms though a gatc rs garc kccprng It rs notlung but to block ururecessary and

usclcss tlungs by usrng a gatc. The dccisron maker rn tlus rcgard is cdlcd "Calckecpcr" Hc
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makcs a final decrsion that '*hat should bc communrcated to the audtcncc and what should

not Thus thcy are the decrslon makcrs who lct thc ' 4tolc nformatron to the soclal systcm

Bas.d or rhcu o\ n lnllucnccs. hke socral. cultural. cthrcal. polrtical and persooal, thcy rclcasc

thc rnformation- Through 0us process tle unwantcd, senstble aDd controvcGlal ,.nformalron

arc rcmolcd by the garc kccpcr whrch hclps to coDtrol thc socrcty or a gioup arld lctttng thcm

rn a nght path (Soroka. 2012)

Media edrtors play the vltal rolcs who finalze ncws rtcms for ultlmatc rclcasc Thcy rccclve

rarious ncws itcms ofthc world on dall)'bas$ Apart liom thc satc's rcgulauons and norms

of soclcty. thc chanel has rts own cthrcs and pollcles Somctlme, thc organrzaho[ polcrcs or

thc nature of commullcahon ltcms also causc this cdltonal rejectlon Joumallsts and cdrtors

ha\c to sclcct fiom a widc rargc of stones. Wc know that thell sc]cctioD rs $'stematrcally

brascd. dnvcn by a combrnatlon oforgaflzatronal factors. neus nolTos and audlcnce mtercsls

Chnst Robcrt (2005) \1cwcd gatc kccplng theory as a springboard to othc! medra thconcs hke

agenda-scning, scEantrcs ard fiaoing Hc obscrvcd that the latcst gate kceprng based

rcsearch coDtmucs to lmprovc upon earLcr modcls The amlal of thc Intcm.t has further

sparked consldcratroDs ofgate keepDg Ln both scholarly rcsearch and in popular press Smgcr

(2001) studicd how tradltronal ncwspapqs chosc to link or not to lu* to web sltes, and !t

alfects thc gatckccpcr's decrsrons In casc. if onc rnformatron channel rgnorcs an ltcm to

carry. some othu availablc on lmc wrll publisb./ar !t. [n the chalgcd crcumstaDces. thc

mahstrcam mcdla have madc a connectron wrth thc intemet-basad on Lne mcdra Many

theo.ists (like Shocmaker) arguc that dcspltc thc emcrgence of ncw technolog)' and the new

gatekccpers. gatc kccplng \trdl contDuc to cxlsr, but only much fastcr
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2.tt

H-1

Hypothcsis

Bcing a statc broadca$er, thc CRI rn lts Pashto Senlcc *rll grve larger

cxtensl\c coveEge to lts own country as to protect rts rntcrests rn the reglon

portray China as an actlve and lnfluentral actor m ths zone

Chrna would be framed rn the capacrq of a soft powcr on tle rndustnal. cconor c,

drplomattc and socro+ultural lionts rn thc world rn CRI Pashto Scrvlce and to

show lts cagemcss to partrcrpatc dFarnrcally rn thc regron's affaiE m future

ChiDa Radlo Intemahonal (C2) ln rts Pashto transmrsslon would also cover

rntematlonal cvents. at a maxrmum lcvel, to proJccr rts soft powcr rmagc and

emcrgrng lcadrng pla)rr rn global affarn

ln Afghaostan. Pashhrns enloys the status of the largest cthtuc commrmlty Thc

Pashto Scrvrcc of CRI had becn rmually launched for Afghantstan Therefore. thc

covcEgc grvcn to Afghanrstan would bc largcr than that of thc covcragc of

Pakrstan

The Urdu Semcc of CRI broadcass progmrnmes for thc llstcrten m Pakrstan

Therefore the corcrage glvcn to Pakrstan In Pashto ]anguagc *ould bc not as much

as comparcd to thc coveragc glven to Afghanistan.

The CN coverage of Pakrstan and Afghanlstan wll be marnl) focused on Talrban,

incrdents ofvrolcncc and tcrrorist acuvttles. mthcr than other socro-economrc and

pohtrcal ncws

and

and

H'

H-3

H-.

H-5

H{
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3.1

Chepter 3

RESEARCII METHODOLOGY

Rescerch Methodolory

Mcthodologrcs sclcctcd for thls study arc Contcnt and Dtscourse tcchntqucs Both can bc

appllcd to vanous O?cs of communlcatrons Contcnt alalysrs uscs a quantltallvc approach to

rdentrfo. catcgorizc and descnbc thcmes. rssucs or subjects tD ordcr to record btas or

drffcrcnccs in rcprcscntatlon, reveal or examme treods rn a partlcular mcdlum or makc a

comparison bctEcen two medra (Kramarae & Spcndcr, 2000) Rescarchcrs usualll'obsen'c

artfacts of socrd corrununlcatlon rn contcnt anal)'sls llkc \xrltten texts or tEnscnptlons of

recordcd audro/udeo cornmurucatrol "Contc analysls rs any tcchnlquc for malong

mferences by systcrnatrcally and obJcctrvcly rdcntrfrng spccral charactensrcs of messagcs"

(l{olsu. 1968) Thus photographs audro/vldco cassenes. slomge devrces or othcr obJects from

wtuch data may bc con\encd into wflttcn form arc open to content anal)'sls

with thrs methodology rcscarchcrs scek to determlne thc manlfcst contcnt ofwntten. spoken

or published commurrcahon by systema[c, obJcchvc and quanhtatNc anallsrs It rs thcn a

quatrtltat!\'c mcthod apphcable to what has traditionally callcd qualtatrvcly matcnal- urtttcn

languagc (Zrto. 1975) Contcnt analysrs also rncludcs an orgamzcd & logrcal catcgonzatron,

a.rrangcmcnt and cxplanahon of mcdra scgments m accordancc wtth a prc-arrangcd

class!ficrtron- Thrs method lnvolvcs qua-otltatlvc procedurc or qualrtattvc tcchmquc or both

Technical objcctrvrty rcqurcs that thc catcgory of classrficatron aad analysrs bc clcarly and

opcrationally dcfincd so that othcr rcscarchers can follow thcm relably (Wngh! 1986)
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On thc othcr hand, dtscourse anall srs ts solcly. qualttartc method Its pnmary arm ls to

drsclosc thc vanous \ ?ys, bchavtors and tradltions. whereln communicatlon .lustlfics or

upholds an idcology This method was mtroduccd tn the dccadc of 1970s Drscoursc

techniquc rs chiefly thc aoalysrs of a languagc' thc mea ng glrcn to lt and thc subsequctrt

aclrons camcd out aftcr languagc use. in a spectfic context \Mtlun a commumcatron Even a

smglc scntence o! uttcrancc can bc anall'zed as "communlcatlon" or as an achon It rs thc

study of language abovc rhc level of a scntcncc, of thc wa)'s sente[ces combrnc to clcatc

mcanmg. cohcrcnce and accomphsh purposes @aul & Handford. 2012)

3.2 Populatiotr/Univcrsc

Populatlon selectcd for thrs $ud)'was the CRI Pashto Scnrcc. u'hcrcln. news content wils put

on all for the Pashtun populatron ofAfglarustan and Paklstan

3.3 Dclimit.tion

Thc Pashto Scrvice ofchma Radro Intcmalrotral was dclt ted rnto l0 mrnutcs da y ne$'s &

5 mrtrutes commcr ary and othcr programmcs.

3.4 Samplc

Thc samplc that was chosen for rnveshgatlon, was a four months broadcast contcnt Includng

darly l0 mnutes ncws bullctrn and 5 mmutcs commentary. arrcd from CRI Pashto Scrucc and

uploadcd (rn text form) on thc officral wcbsttc of CRI Pashto Servrce "pushtu.ct-i'ctr", Aom

l" Dcccmbcr 2013 ro 3ln March 2014 Thc matcnal was downloadcd from this websttc rn

Word documcnl filc rn normal font slzc of Tlmes Ncw Roman 12 (body of the sto4'), 24

(lrcadhnc/caption) and wrth imagcs. on darly brsls for succcssrvc four months
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3.5 Categorics of Analysis

Aftcr dehmitation, rhc followrng ncws catcgoncs wcre selected for fmal anall'srs They wcrc

countcd to fmd out that which of these categoncs got morc covelage

A- N.ws r.g.rdiDg Afgh.trilt.n

B- Ncws Eg.rding Prkistrn

C- Ncrvs rcgrrding Chine

D- Itrt.rtrrtiorrl N.ws

CoDE.trteri.s (Evaluated through dlscoursc anal)'sls to co-rclatc/cross chcck results of the

abovc mcntroncd categones in Contcnt analysts)

3.6 Variables

Marn vanablcs of aforcsard categones (A to D) rn thc study are

L Political ncws (clcction campargns. mcchngs. publlc addresses. votrng etc )

2 Economic/financial,busincss news (budgcts. gmnts, ald, loans etc ).

3. Forcrgn relations/affarrs/diplomatlc ncws (vlslts, trcaties, MoUs. agrcemcnts, etc-)

4. \.riolencc nc\r's (Opemtron against Talban & assaults ofTaltban. surcrde attacks, drone

smkes, aftacks on poho tcams, blasts, finngs etc )

5 DefenscMrtrtary Nors (r ltary exercrscs, fotces movemcnts. arms deals. mlhtary

allianccs. milttary dclcgatlons vtslts etc.)

6 Publc Wctfarc Ncws (cducational. hcalth, ctrv[orunent ctc )

7. Ncws of Science & Technology.

8 Accldents/Natural Drsastcr Ncws

9 Daily hf../Soclo-culrural Ncws (exhrbrtrons, cclcbratlons, musrc. games paintrngs etc )

10. Oticr News
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3.7 ConceptualDefinitionsofVariables

l. Politicrl Ncq's:

Ncws of or rclattng to thc statc. govcmmcnt. pollcy-makmg or ncws deallng \ ]th thc

civrl aspccts of govcmmcnt. a pollttcal pcrson' partlcs and thc adhercnce featurcs of

polltlcs. stsucrurcd or ordcrcd as rcgards thc governncnt or a Pohtlcal enflq'

2. Economic]fioencieVbusiocss Nc*'s:

Ncws of or rclatmg to finances' money' capltal, crcdlt. funds. finarcral furur's

stock-cxchangcs. currcncy ratcs. lntcrcst, banks. bulldlng soclctlcs. brokcrs ctc

3. Forcign Afhirs/rclations/diplorretic Ncrs:

Nc\ s covenng lhc managemcn( of rclattonshrp betwecn states' rntcmatlonal

organlzahons or focustng on mattcrs pcrtarnlng to global affalrs and natlonal lntcrests

ofa country rn othcr statcs. llke vlsits, trcattcs. dtplomattc e'<changes ctc

,1. Violcncc Ncrs:

To report any c\cnt or paftcm of controlllng' cocrclvc or threatcning bchavlor,

violcncc or abuse rcgardless of gcndcr or scxudlty \\1th such tlTcs of erploltatton as

psychologrcally. ph]'srcally. scxually. financrally or cmottonally Thc largcr cxtcnt !s

killing, murdcrs. rnlunng. krdnapprng. frnng. blasts. sulclde anacks etc

5. Dcfcnsc/military Ncws

Dcfcnsc/mrhter) Ncws arc thosc stoncs thal covct all acttlltlcs rclatcd to armed

forccs of slatcs glob.ll) such as milltary cxcrclscs. prcpzfatlons. movcments.

cxhrbition ofarscnals. mllltary paradcs, war courscs. ctc

6. HurEen W.lfarc Ncws (cducetionel, hcrlth, .nviroDmcrt

Ncws pcnarnlng to all cducatlonal. hcalth. cnvlronmcnt relaled activltlcs
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7. Ncws ofScicrcc & Tcchnologr

Publshrng or atnng ne\rs and lnformaron rcgardlng sclcnhfic organlza!ons.

scrcntists. rcscarches. ln\entions ctc-

8. Accid.nl!/ r.turrl dis.st.r Nci's

News stoncs rcgarding floods. earth qualcs. storms. accrdents. fire inctdcnts ctc

9. Daitl' life/Socio-cultur.USports Ncn s

News stoncs whrch repon thc trprcd hfc charactcnstrcs of a natlon or group ofp€oplc

hkc languagc. rchgion. socral hablts. mustc, dancc. palntlngs. arts. and tradtttonaV

modem sports ctc

10, Othcr N.!s

Any othcr ncws that was broadcast apart from aforcmentloncd catcgoncs

3.8 OperationelDcfinitionsofVeriebles

1. Politic.l N.ws

Ncws stoncs contarnng contcnl regardrng clcctton catrpargN. polltlcal gathenngs.

partics mcctlngs. pubhc addresscs, ralltes, assembllcs scsslons. ctc

2. EcoroDic/tusincss/fil.trcirVEc*s

Thcsc bullctrns are conslsted of matenal on budgcts. grants. ards, loans. stock

erchangcs. pnces ofcommodltics. rmports & cxports currcnclcs cxchange ratcs ctc

3. Forcign rcletiooshff.irs/diploE.lic Dc$s

Stoncs about lntcmatronal vlslts. mcctings. confercnccs. Ucatlcs. MoUs. agrccmcnts,

slatcmcnts. forergn officcs commulrquis, rcportrng functrons of thc UNO lts organs

and othcr world bodrcs. drplomatrc tcnslons. dl ambassadorral activtttcs ctc
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4. Violcucc ucrr s

In thc scopc and doman of thls study, vrolence ncws mea.ns stoncs of opcratlon

agarnst Talban & anacks of Tdrban, suictdc anacks. dronc attacls, attacks on polo

tcams, blasts. finngs. krlhngs, inlunng. krdnapptg ctc

5. Dcf.ns./Milit.ryNcws

Covcrage of mlhtary cxcrclses, forces movcments, arms deals. miltary alhanccs'

mllitary delcganons vrstts, dcfcnsc budgcts, arms deals ctc

6. Hurn.n Wclfrrc N.n s

Ncws stones wluch arc matnly focusmg on vimous aspccts of publlc well-being ald

humal dcYclopment. such as educatton, hcalth. cnvllonment. soclal wclfare, shcltet

reconstruchon. rehabtlltatlon etc

7. Ncws ofSciGDc. & Tcchrologr

Newscast of latcst mventlons, lnnovatlons and drscovcnes ln thc field of scrence,

tcchlology, lT, space rcscarch & tcchnology. latest rcsealches, scmnars and all other

relatcd actrutics

8. AccidcntsN.turel Dis.stcr Ncws

Broadcast of news rcgardrng rail. road & arr accldents. natural dtsastcrs hkc floods,

rahs. earth qualics. \'olcano enrptlons ctc

9. D.ily lifc/Sport!/Socio-.ultur.l N.n s

Transmissron ofneus regardtng all socto-cultural and othcr darll ltfc human acDvlrtcs

llkc cxhibltrons, cclcbmtlons, music. palntings. dance. games etc

10. Othcr N.tvs

Thrs includcs all other ncws stoncs apart from abovc-mcntloled catcgones ofne\ s
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3.9 Coding Units (Units of Analysis)

Coditrg Untts (for catcgori.s)

A- Ncws regardrng Afghanlstan

B- News rcgarding Palostan

C- Ncws rcgardrng Chrna

D- lntcmatronal News

Coditrg Utrits (for vrriablcs)

r Polttcal ncws

il Econor c/financiaVbusl ness nc"rs

ur Foretgnrclattons/affarrVdlplomatrcnews

lv Vrolencc ncws

v. DcfenscMtlttary Ncws

vi. Pubhc Wclfare Ncws

vu. Ncws of Screncc & Tcchnology

v i AccidcDtsNatual Dtsaster News

rx Dalyhfe/SportvSocro-culturalNews

x. Othcr Ncws

B

c

D

I

2

3

4

5

6

,1

8

9

IO

Thc fo[t sizc of cl'cry hcadlmc of cach story uploaded on thc CRI Pashto Senrce websrte

'?ushtu cri cn- rms 24. and fiat of the bodl was 12 (rn ltmes New Roman) Thc stzc of

normal imagc was 2 5" (herght) aad 3 3" (brcadth). Somc stoncs wcrc uploaded t+lthout

rmages. somc \*1th one rmagc and fcw 1xlth two or morc than tuo plctucs All stoncs wcrc

measurcd m terms of numbers of Imcs allofted to the headllncs. hnes ln thc bodles of stories

a.od oumbcr of rmagcs gtlcn \+1th lhe stories



l. LiEGs ofHcedlinc

a Lcss than one and half trnc was consrdered one hnc Codmg urut was ' l "

b More than one and halflinc and less than two and halfhnes were consldercd two

llnes Codlng urut was "2"

c More than two and half lincs and lcss than duce and half hnes wcrc consrdcred

three Lncs Codtng urut was 3

d So on and so forth

2. Lincs ofStory

a Lcss than olle and halfhne was consrdcred onc Lnc It was dcnoted as "1"

b Morc than one and hatfllnc and lcss t}an nvo and halflines wcre consrdered two

lincs They werc dcnoted as "2"

c More than two and hatf Lncs and less than thrcc ard balf ltnes werc constdcred

thrcc hncs They wcre denotcd as "3"

d So on and so fonh

3. lm.gcs with . Story

a Story supported wtth one lmage was grven addtrronal one (5) score

b Story supponcd r*rth two tmages was grven addltional two ( 10) scorcs

c Story supported wlth three tmagcs'*as grlcn addltlonal thtrcc (15) scores

d So on and so forth

3.10 ApplicetionofComPutcrProgremmcs/Statistics

Thc rcqurred computcr programmes likc MS \[ord, Exccl and rele\ant statlstlcs 4s sum.

dirrsron. mulnplication, dtuston and pcrcenragc wcrc apphcd Data collcctcd Aom thc

specrficd data bank was anallzed through rhesc prograrnrnes and stahstlcs

58



Chapter 4

A.

DATA AI\ALYSIS

Contcnt Antlysis of Ncws Stories

How Pakrstan and Afghanlstar arc glren colerage in the Pashto Sen'lcc of Chrna Radlo

Intematronal was thc corc oblccttvc ofthts study Moreoi'er. duc to thc growtng rolc of Chrna

rn global affarrs and rts cmergcncc as a soff powcr. rt was also armcd at to scc that how Chtna

projccts itsclf to thc ourer world Thc coveragc of Patlstan and Afghanlstan has also bccn

invcstigatcd rn comparson wrth thc covcragc of Chtna and thc world b)' CRI Pashlo Scrtlcc

In fiis study thc data of cveD da) ncws broadcast of thc CRI Pashto Scntcc for succcsslYe

four months, r c (1" Dccembcr 2013 to 31" March 201'1) was conlcntly anal)'zcd Thc data

was obtarncd from thc wcb pagc. 'Pushtu.cri.ctr' of CRI Pashto Scrucc and prcscned tn

Word tcxt formar for tnvcshgatlon Detall ofdata anal)sls ofthc stud)'rs gl1'cn bclow

4.1 Frequency of Ncws Stories

Teblc - IV.I Summrry of Frequcucy of Nc*s

s.No MONTHS AFGHANTSTAN PAKISTAN CHINA INTL.

GRAND
TOTAL

l. Dec. 2013 32 t1 r80 t94

2 Jan. 2014 i0 29 136 117

3 Feb. 2014 20 3l 160 169

4. Mar. 2014 t'7 l5 230 173

GRAND TOTAL 99 92 706 161 r660
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Chtrt - IV-A Frcqucncy of Ncwr Storla Brordc$t

Teblc IV I and Chen lV-A (rbovc) cxprcss thc total numbcr (Frcqucncy) of ncus stoncs

broedcast by thc CRI Pashto Scrvlcc After calculrtlon and rnalysls of thc data. lt was found

that a total numbcr of 1660 ncws stoncs werc brosdcast by lhc Pashto Scrvlca of Chlna Rdio

IntcrnatroMl (CRl) rn four monrhs, t.c Dcccmbcr l, 2013 to March 31. 2014 (Tablc IV I)

Intcmalional covcragc took thc lcad, te. 763 ncws stoncs. followcd by Chrm wrth 706

storics. A total numbcr of99 stories wcrc put on air rcgrrdlng Afghanlsla! whcrcas, Pakislrn

gor rhc minrmum covcngc wrth 92 ncws stoncs. but not much frr bcbrnd fiom Afghanist n

Both thc countncs hrd r diffcrcncc ofjust scvcn (07) storics in thcir covcngc by thc CRI

Pashro Scrvicc.
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S. No. CtacSory No. ofN. r Brord.rd R do(%)

l. AfShtdstrn I 5 97'/o

2. Prkistrn 92 5.51./.

3. chi 7M 12.53Y.

a. lntoDrtiond 153 45.%io/.

Totrl (Four Mri! Cra€ori6) 1660 tmv.

1.2 Rrtio ('/o) of Ncwr Storicr

Trblc - W.II Rrtlo (%) of N.,tt

Chrn - IV-B Rrtio (%) of N.tr

Trblc IV.ll and Chln Iv-B shows thc ratio (%) of ncws storics $tich wcrc pul on arr

lntcrnatronal clvcragc rcmaincd on top, with 45 96% ofthc totd stoncs, followcd by China as

sccond with 42 53% shlc A porrion of5.9770 of thc wholc sroncs wcrc put on rt rcg.rdrng

Afghrnrshr, $tcrcrs, P*istm got thc minimum covcngc with (5.5't%) nc\rys storics, shghtly

lcss thrn Afghenisten. Thus Afgh{risbn and P*isltn rrccivcd rlmost thc s.mc covcngc
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43 Neture of News

Tablc MII and Chart IV-C below elaboratc thc nature of ncws and coveragc gtlcn to vanous

arcas and aspccts of Lfc by thc CRI Pashto Scrvrce Delarl ts gtven beneath

Teblc - IV.[I Br.ak-up (Sub.cet.gorics of NG*'s)

S. No Nrturc of Ncws AfghrDist.n P2kishD ChiDr Globel Totrl

l. Politicel Ncws: l6 23 55 85 t'l9

2- Eco/finencc/busincss 3 4 214 57 278

3. Forcigu rclations/ i4 t'l i45 669

4- Violcncc ncl s 11 125 217

5. DcfcnscMilitrry 8 l 70 |2

6. Pub. Wclfarc Ncws I Nrl t0 l0 2t

7. Sci. & Tcchnologr Nrl 2 10 37

t. Acc. /Net. Diseslcr I 7 16 l0

9- Socio-cult. Ncws 2 4 39 26 '11

l0 Othcr Ncws Nrl Nrl 11 15 32

Grrnd Tot2l 99 92 106 763 1660
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Chrn - IV-C Sub{rtcgorla of Ncwt
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Tablc [V.lll and Chart IV-C elaboratc thc naturc ofncws and covcragc grvcn to vaflous areas

and aspects of lifc Amongst all tcn sub-catcgoncs of coverage arcas, thc maxmum rcportagc

was givcn to forclgn rclationvlffairs wrth a numbcr of 669 stoncs out of thc total 1550

stoncs EcoDomic rnd busrncss ncws *tth 278 stoncs was thc 2 l[gcst arte. Thc thlrd

largcst sub{rr.gory rclatcs to thc covcr.gc ofvrolcncc with 217 storics. Pohtlcd ncws got thc

46 posrtron with a numbcr of t79 ncws storics followcd by dcfcnsc rnd mrlitary ncws wtth

I 12 stoncs, sccunng thc 56 positron Sociccultual ncws rnd activitrcs 8ot thc sixth plac.

with 7l storics. Multi-typc -ridcnts lnd Drtunl dis.stas \r,Err rcpoflcd '14 timcs Thc ficld of
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Scrcnce & Technology recclved 37 news ltems Thc sub-class of"other news" got 32 stones

alrd the most mlrurnum coverage was obtamcd b1 publc wclfare ne\ s wlth Just 2l stones. as

rn mcdra coverage, thls arca rn ls treatcd as local news rn most ofthe cases

Thc h)?othcsis that ftc Chrna Radro Intcmanonal (CRI) Pashto Sen'lce colerage of Pakrstan

and Afghanistan wrlt be mamly focuscd on mcldcnts ofvrolcncc rather than socro-cultural and

cconomrc ncl,vs has provcd corcct bccausc amongst all tcn sub-categones of news, both

coultrics rccelvcd maximum coverage rnthc sub-category of vrolencc ne\ s, rc 34 stones

cach out of 99 and 92 rcspectrvcly Mgha stah also rccen'cd consrderablc covcragc rn thc

arca of foreign affats and dlplomatrc achvltres wrth 34 stones restrfrng lhat [temattonal

por*ers ard organlzahons mamtained constant engagemcnt wrth Kabul Polltrcal arcna of

Afglanlstan aftractcd 16 stoncs out of99 stones Most ofthosc news stones wcrc rclated to

thc campargn for the Afghan Presidcntral Elcchon of April 201.1

In the ficld ofdiplomatlc actlvltlcs. Afgharusta[ got doublc slzc covcragc',nth 34 news preces

as comparcd to Pakrstan whlch rcccrvcd only 17 stoncs- Pahstan took thc edgc rn polrtrcal

ficld wrth 23 stones, \'here. Afghatustal got only 16 stones [n defensc and mrlrtar]' ficld.

eight stoncs rcgardEg Afgha starl and onll onc story about Pahstan werc broadcast It

affrmed mrlita4, actlvihcs of forcrgn and local Afghan forccs rn Afghanrstan It rs lntercstrng

to notc that China Redro lntcmatlonal (CRI) m rts Pashto scnrce took a scven trhe nollcc of

temble traffic accldcnts that happcncd across Pakrstan fiom Deccmbcr l, l0l3 to March 31.

2014 alrd rcported only one story of traffic accldcnt ln Afgha[stan That shows rhc homfic

slfuahon h traf6c management tn Paktstan
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4.4 Collective Retio (7o) of Sub-categories ofNews

Tablc fVw ard Chart fV-D. bclow cxpress rhe collectt\e mtro (7o) of sub-categoncs ofncws

storrcs aired by thc Chrna Radto Intcmatloflal (CRl) ln tts Pashto sefllce

Tablc - IV.IV Collc.tiv. Rrtio (%) ofSuEcatcgorics ofNcws

S. No. N.tur. ofN.ws Totrl Retio (%)

l- Polrrrcal Ncws 179 l0 78%

2. Economrc/fi nancralAusrness ncws 2'18 16 7 50/"

3. Forcrgn relatrons/ affars/drplomatrc news 669 40 30vo

4- Violencc neu's 217 13 07%

5. Defensc,Mr lrtarv Neus 112 6',|syo

6. Publc Welfare News 2l 1 27%

7. News of Scrence & Technology 37 2 29V4

8. Acc rdcnts^.latural Dlsaster Ncws 41 2 65%

9- Daily hfe/Spofis / Socro-cultural Ncws 11 4 2Av.

10 Other News 32 1 93v.

Grrnd Tot2l 1560 100.
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Tabtc IV IV md Charr Iv-D, abovc cxprcss thc collectrvc latro (%) of sub-crtcgorics ofncws

stoncs Forcign affaiN and diplomatlc ncws got thc hrghcst coveragc with 40 30/o sharc of all

nev/s stones Thc sccond lcadmg suLcatcgory was that ofcconomtc rnd financtal ncws wrth

16.75%. Thrs shows that Cfuna pays grcatq rttcntion to thc global affairs ud scems vcry

much keen to play lts rolc rn mtcmational dcdrngs and rn thc ficlds of finarrcc and buslncss

Vrolcncc ncws ac4uircd thc 3d posrtron r*rth l3.O77o It cxpEsscs lhc Chincsc concems ovcl

thc world dlsputcs rnd gtobal tcEonsm & cxrcmlsm Chna Itsclf ftccs lnsurgcncy and

tcrronsm in lts wcstcm rcglons ofxrngirx rnd Uyghur Fovinccs Poliric.l sphcrc got thc 40

plecc wrth l0 78% of thc totd rircd ncws storics, followcd by dcfcnsc/militery ncws as 56 rn

thc trst wlrh 6 75% portron Socro<ultunl rcrivitics obtrincd ,l 28% slic. of thc cntirc ncws

and stood es 66 rn thc linc Ac.idcnts rnd nrtur.l disstcrs ncws got 76 plrc with 2 65% rnd
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scictrcc & tcchnology news wlth 2 2970 securcd 8d numbcr rn the sencs Nmth posltlon was

attaincd by othcr (multlplc tlpe) ncws and the grouP ofpubhc uclfarc ncws remalncd at lhc

last ( I 06) in thc chartr of news stoncs

4.5 Distinct Ratio of Sub.categories of News

Trblc - IV. V Distinct Rrtio of SuEcaicgorics of N.ws

Tablc IV.V shows dlstlnct ratio (%) of cach rndrvrdual sub-catcgory of ners stones rn each

@t.gory/tca-

s.
No.

Neturc ofNcws Ncws of
AfghrDist.D

Ncws of
P.kisian

Nc$s of
Chinr

Globel
Ncws

Total

l. Political N.f,s: l6
(8 e4%) (12 8s%)

55
(30 73%)

85

(47 48%\
179

.,
EconomicJ

/tusincss ncws
3

(1 08%)
4

(t 44%)
214

(16 e8%)
57

(20 50%)

118

3-
Forcigu rrletions/
/diplom.tic ncws

34
(5 08%)

t7
(2 s4%) (40 8r%)

.i45
(st s7%)

669

4. ViolcDcc nci's 34
(ts 61%)

34
(ts 61%)

24
(11 06%)

125
(57 60%)

2t'7

5.

D.fcrsc/Milit.ry
Ncws

8
('7 t4%)

I
(0 89%)

33
(29 46%\

70
(62 s%\

t12

6.

Public Wclferc
Ncws

I
(4 76%)

Nrl
(0 00%)

10

(4'7 620/0)

l0
(47 62%)

2l

7.
Ncws ofScicucc
& Tcchoologr

Nrl
(0 00%)

2
(s 4t%)

25
(6'7 57%)

l0
(27 02%)

37

8.

Accidcnis^htur.
I Disestcr Ncws

I
(2 27%)

7
(15 9l%)

16
(36 37%)

20
(45 45%)

44

9.
D.il]' lif./ SocrG'

cultural Nans
2

c 82%)
4

(s 63%)
39

(50 70%)
26

(36 62%)
7l

IO
Othcr Ncrvs N

(0 00%)
Nrl

(0 oo%)
17

(s3 12%)
t5

(46 88%)
12.

Gnnd Totel 99 92 706 763 1660
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4.6 Analysis of Scorc of Ncws Storics

Aggrcgatc scorc ofnews stories has been denred as undc.

Hc.dlirc lcrgtb (iu lilcs) + Story lcngth (in litrcs) + Imagc (5) = Scorc of e ncw! slory-

Whcrcasl

I Each singlc lLne rn a headhnc was allotted (l) score

2. Each singlc hne rn the body of story was also awarded one (l) score

3 And imagc had becn grven five (5) scorcs as a picturc wrth news story mcrcases lhe valuc.

prommencc and rmportalcc ofthat pamcular cvcnt

Table IVVI and Chart IV-E. bclow dcscnbe thc final (aggregate) scorcs of ncws stoncs

broadcast dunng drc rcvrcw penod of thrs study

Teblc - IV.VI Summery ofNcws Storics Scorc

s.
No.

Country Hcadliac lcogth
('n I'n.s)

Story lctrgth
(ltr lD.s)

Inegcs Scorc

l- Afgh.nist.tr 120 696 30 967

, Pekist.n 121 617 l5 840

I Chinl I040 5024 l5i 6804

1. ItrtcrDrtionrl 99i 5304 ll3 6842

Totrl 227 4 |671 3ll 15J53
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Chrrt - IV-E Scorc ofNcwt Storio

Tablc MI and Chart Iv-E dcscnbc thc fiDal (aggrcgatc) scorcs of ncws stoncs broadcasl

during thc rcvrcw pcriod of this study A total numbd of 1660 ncws storics wlh an aggrcgatc

scorc of 15453. wcrc brcadcast by lhc Pashto Scwice of China Radro lntcmational (CN),

fiom Dccembcr 1" 2013 lo M[ch 3l( 2014 (during fou months) lntcm.troml Ncws got thc

hrghcst scorc of6842 Thc ncws rcguding Chrna rcccrvcd 68M scorc, wluch is lcss but ncar

to thc catcgory oflrtcmatronal Scorc

Tlus cllculation lestified thc di.gr@s (Tablc M) .nd (Chart ry-A) of total numbcr

(Iicqucncy) of stoncs. which showcd thrt thc highcst numb€r of stoncs wcrc broadc'st m thc

lntcmatlonat Crtcgory With e scorc of 967, Afgh dstln took thc lcad ln covcrrgc as

compued with Prkistrn, which got 840 sc!E. Tbrs strtistics dso m.inhrcd positivc

corrclrtron wrth thc Trbtc IV.l rnd Chen IV-E oftotd numbcr of storics

DO

7m

5m

50

ad

30@

2m

1(m

0

r ll..alh. hif$ zrta

r lto.y bt$ r16rt

r h[a.. lll

t Tot l s.oru 15a51

Hc.dllnc t rl.lh
(tn xn 5)

sto.y L.rlth
lh [n .l

storL. Tottls.orc
{u/tth l t..}
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Trblc IV.V[
Brak-up of IDrg.'

Chert @lgurt) IV-G
Pcrcctrtrgc of lDrg.r

S. No CouDtry Numbcr t/. .E

! Ath.lrHn
,.45x

a Chln

4tJOX

a ?.th.n
art a

a lntcfirtlonrl
!t5.!!tt

1. Mghdstrn 30 9.65v.

a Pakistrr l5 1,82v.

3. ChiDr 153 19.20v.

1. ntcmalionrl I 13 36.33.4

Totrl 3lr too./.

Tablc IV VII and Figure tV-G show thtt ! totd rumbcr of I 13 imagcs werc accompanicd

wrth Internatroml storics That rs thc sccond high numbcr in thc tablc It spccrficd that global

ncws was grvcD thc sccond highcst mportancc in tcrms of hlghlighting and cnhancrng the

worth of ncws Afghanistan Elatcd stoncs havc 30 images, which arc doublc than thc Dumbcr

of rmagcs with ncws ltcms rcgardmg Pakist[ that is 15 only It rndicated that thc ncws

rcga mg AfghaDslan was gvcn morc lmport&cc and prommcncc ls comparcd to thc ncws

pcturmng to Plklstrn.

It has bc.n pointed out that out of 3l I Apcarcd rmages. 266 werc accompanyDg thc ncws

storics rcgrrdhg ChiM and IntemrtioDal ncws. Thrs rs t clcar cut rndrcatlon that Thc P$hto

Scwrcc of CRI grvc thc mejor shrc of its brordc.st to thc ncws rclrting to China and thc

outcr world as comparcd to Prkst n and Afgh8ishn. Only 45 rmrgcs rppctcd wlth ncws

storics thrt pcllrhcd to AfSbrnistan rd P*ist n.
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Chrra -IV-F Rrtio (%) of Scorc

,mo

am

5m

400

30@

2000

1000

0

r lth.nttln rt
IBt n?to

. chh stot

r lnt.rnatlonalcLl

aEhlnln.n ?.khrn Chln. lntamatb l

Chart IV-F claboratcs thc aggrrgrtc scorc in dl four main catcgorics. Intcrnational covcrage

took thc lcadmg scorc of 6842 Wrth a drffcrcncc of 38 scorc. China rcmarncd second tn thc run

with 6804 Thc third lrrgcst catcgory rs Afghaorstan wrth 967 scorc rnd Paktstan rccctvcd the

miDrmun scorc of840 amongst all four cetcgoncs

4,7 Anelysis of Imrgcs

Tablc tV VIt and Figure [v-G lllusratc thc ovcrall posrtlon of unagcs appearcd wrth news

stoncs. Thc wholc numbcr of ncws was 1660, but thc totrl numbcr of rmagcs appeercd along

*,rth stoncs rs 31 1 Il wrs also found thal somc stoncs wcrc supportcd wrth two or morc

imagcs Tabtc [v.Iv shows that out of 3l I images, 153 (about hal0 wcre appcarcd wrth thc

stoncs rclati.DS [o Chrne This indiqt d thd th€ Pashto Scrvrc. ofCRI was much kccn ro givc

pmmlncncc to n€ws storics pcrtrinmg to China with thc support of pictuts to substantrltc

rDd supplcmcnt thc prcjcctron ofChina to thc world.



B- Discoursc Anelysis of Commentrrics

a.t Alrlyrir of Comrncntrricr

Aprrt fiom bndcrsting r bullain of l0 minutcs on ddly basis, thc CRI P$hto Scrvic. also

eirs r commcnury offivc minutcs dur.tion, fivc deyr rn I wcck (cxccpt S!tudry & Sundry).

Trblc - IV,V Summrry of Frtquclcy ofCooucntrrla

S. No Motrth Afghrtrirlr! Prkfutrn Chhr Int rnrtloml

1- Dccl0l3 3 3 5 9

Jrn201,l
,,

2 4 13

3. FcbJ01,l 5 3 4 l0

1. Mrr.20l,l 2
,1 t3

Totrl t2 8 20 a5

G. Totll 85

Chrrt- IV-H Frcqu.ncy (totrl numbcr) ofCommcnlericr

."to*

t-l
+f"JOJ

-50

-ao
r Atthrnln.n 12

:30
a ?.kln.n I

-20
_ to rchln 20

- 0 r htarnrtloial4s
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Trblc - ry.fx Brctk-up of CoDEGnatrIcr

S. No Nrturc Afghuhn Prkbtrr C'hhr Globd Totrl

t. Poltticll ActMdg 3 3 3 l3 22

Ecuoolc / burlncl 2 2

3. For. rfieirs /dlplomecy 8 5 6 3l 50

a- Vlol.!cc I 2 3

Dcfcr.c^Illltrry
6. Public Wclfrrt 2 2

Sciacr &Tcchnologr 2

8. Nrt Dirst rr /Acddctrtr

9- Sportr / Soclo-.ulturrl 3 4

l0 Othcr Ncqr

Gnnd Totrl l2 t 20 15 t5

Cbrn-IV-I Br..k-up of Comrtrcrttric

35

30

25

20

15

l0

5

0

a Affhanlsl.n 12

a l.kin.n I

. Chln. 20

a lnr.m.tion.l /t5

s."4.-'"/J*o'-5""* *S
+\

.t''
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Tablc 4 8 and Chart 4-H (above) artrculatc that 85 commentancs werc put on alr Aom

Dcccmbcr l. 2013 to March 31. 2014 rn 120 days (four monrhs) Morc than half (45) wcrc

broadcast on lntcmatonal toprcs and 20 com[rcntancs \terc alrcd on mattcN rciatcd to Chma

Thc sharc of iDtematronal commeltarcs comes as 529loZ out of tlc total numbcr.

Commentarics on toplcs assoclatcd \4rrh Chlna makes 23 539'o of the $'holc sum T*clve (12)

cornmcntancs making 14 1l% of thc wholc wcre brcadcast on lssues assocrated wrth

Afghanistan and only qght (8) commcltanes wcre radlated on subjects that pcrtamcd to

PalGtan which amounts to 9 4 I % of the grand sum

Thus ln terms of commcntancs. thc covcrage of Afgha stan rs morc than the covcragc of

Pakrstan Out of85 cofirmelltaDes.66 werc rclat€d to thc alfam and rssues of the uorld and

China Hcrc too. a huge shuc of 7'l 65Yo covcragc hzrs becn takcn a$a) by these two

catcgorics Thrs calculatlon rcveals the mtcntron and conduct of Cluna arlculafing ltself as a

kcy playcr in thc urtematronal matters alld also as a closc obsen'er of thc global alfars Thus,

thc i crnatronal stancc, posturc and outlook of Chura are rrsrblc m thc Pashto Scrvrcc of

Chrne Radio Intcmatronal

4.9 Topics/Arcas/Themes of Commcntarics

Thc cxarnmation of commentanes radrated from thc Pashto Sen'rcc of Cluna Radro

Intcmational (CRI) rtlustrates (Tablc IV IX and Chart IV-D tlat out of 85 commentanes, 50

wcrc rclatad to tha arca of forer gn relatrons/affarrs and d rplomatlc engagcmcnts It means that

China kecps a closc watch on mtematronal relatrons and global polttrcs and shows tts

readmess to play activc role in thrs respcct
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Table IV D( and Chart wl shoq that the sccond highest area was that of polrtrcal rssucs

whcre, 22 commcntancs werc put on arr The CRI Pasbto Senrcc broadcast only thrcc

commcntaics r.gardmg pohtrcal acuvlhes ln China Tlxs rndrcatcs th^t Chrna sccrns reluctant

to bnng lo discussion and lmeli8ht rts pohucal systcm and country's rntcmal affarrs whereas,

19 cornmcntarics wcrc arred on the polbcal dcvclopments that emergcd on thc intcmauonal

arena phich on the contrary, shows grcater r[tercst ofchrna rn mtcmattonal poltttcal affars

Pakrstal aDd Afgha stan wcre ffcated equdly by thc Czu Pashto Semcc urth thrce

commcntancs each m thc sub-category ofpolrtical affars Only thrcc commcnrancs rcgardmg

vrolcnce rerc aued and socro-cultural acuyltres got four The sub-categones of cconomrc &

busincss affarrs. human de\clopmcnt and scicncc & technology' ficlds acqulrcd two (2)

commcntaflcs each Thc sub-carcgones of accrdents, defensc/m ltary. nafural calamrtres,

accide[ts or other toprcs other than thc speclfied ten categones got Do commcntanes

4.10

A-

Brief Appraisal of Commcntaries

Afgbenisten

The CRI Pashto Scn'rcc a[cd commentancs on Afghamstan m thcc sub-categones. as below

1. PoliticrlActivrti.s

ln tbrs sub{ategory. three commcntancs wcre tnnsmlttcd Two pertarncd ro thc presrdcnual

clcctlon campaigr in Afghamstan, whcrein, a bncfcompanson of the polrtrcal posrtron of thc

contcslrng candldatcs was madc The third onc entitlcd cntrcrsm of thc U S. over thc relcase

of Taliban prisoncrs Aom Baghram Jarl by thc Afghan regrme Thc U S A had opposed that

dcai$on slatlng that many arnong the pnsoners wcre hard corc mrlrtants and aftcr releasc. they

coutd rc-jon thc Tahban and Al-Qarda and thus become tkcat for the ISAI and Afghan
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forces ln analysrs. thc allcgatrons and counter allcgations of thc U S and Afghan regrmc

agarnst cach othcr had becn revtewcd Amenca had termcd thc dectston as dalgcrous and

polltlcal sconng by thc out-gorng Afghan Prcsrdcnt Karzat, r*hcrcas, the Kabul lcgrme had

callcd it as an rntcmal polrtical and rc-concrfiatory cffort for the country's pcacc proccss

2. Violcocc Ncns

Only onc commcntary rcgardrng vlolcncc m Afghanlstan had becn arrcd. whrch was

associated to the terorist attack on the fivc sta$ Screna Hotel rn Kabul m March 2014.

Tdlban and insurgent elcmcnts had bcen vrewcd as consta-ot threat for pcace m Afghallstal

m thc scenano offorcrgn troop s wrthdrawal ftom Afghajustan !n 2014

3. IntcrnetionrlRcletiols,DiplonehcEng.gcmcnts

Undcr this sub{ategory, erght commcntalcs wcrc put on atr, u'hrch wcrc based on llslts of

hrgh dignrtanes to and Aom Afgha stan, high lcvel mcctrngs rcgardmg Afghanlstan, U N O s

acllutres and ntematlonal scmrnars rcgardrng Afghan conlllct. duJogle cfforts wrth Tahban

ctc Thc most/ promrncnt evcnts wcrc Pak-Afghan-Turkey Summrt on Afghamstan m

Istanbul. Turkcy m Fcbruary 2014 and rcvrew of Afghanrstan-Chrna tres rn 2013

B- Pekisteo

Erght commentaries wcrc broadcast about Pakistan as pcr follo\rmg detarl

l. Politic.l^ctivitics

About polltical activltrcs ln Pakrstarl two revtcwcd the govemmcnt Talks $'rtI Pakrstaru

Talrbal pros and cons. chanccs ofsuccess. rntcmat]onal as wcll as local rcacnon ald prcnous

hrstory of such talks. One commentary was rcgardrng formcr prcsrdcnt Gcnclal (R) Penrz

Musharrrfs tnd in tugh Eeason case Stancc ofthc prescnt Paklstanr govcanmcnt and counter

sand ofthc formcr presrdcnt had bcen hrghlghtcd wth rcmark oflauyers ofboth srdcs
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2. IDt.rr.tiotr.lRcl.tioEs,Diplom.ticAchvitics

Two commentaics wcre rcgardlng Pakrstan's protcst olea dronc attacks ln tnbal arcas Stancc

of thc Pakrstan's govcrunc[t espccral]]' the protcst of Khybo Pakhtunkhwa prorrnclal

govcmmcnt. stoppage ofNATO supply routcs tn Paktsan aod prospecis ofPdi-U S relartons

was reucwcd One commenta4'cach was on thc resumptron of Pali-US Strarcgc Talks as an

indicatlon of bcttcrmcnt of Pak-U S relahons, Pak-Afghan-Turkey Summrt o\cr Afgianlstan

sltuatiotr m Istanbul aDd revrew oflongJasrcd Pak-Cluna Relatrons

C- Chira

Out of 85 commcntanes $at wcre broadcast from CRI Pashto Scn'rce, 20 were relalcd 10

rssucs and sublecs pertal trg to Chfia Bnefrcvreu rs grvcn as under

l. PoliticelActivitics

Three cornmcntancs wcrc put on ar ln conncc[on wrth pohtlcal achvrtres m Ctuna Two were

regardrng the 2nd annual meetmg of thc 126 Natronal Peoplc's Congrcss. u'heretn. the ovcrall

intemal socro-political, cconomrc, gco-strategc, sccuflty srhratlon rn the regron and

mtematlonal affarrs affcctmg Chma were also apprarscd One commcntary hghllghrcd thc

sahcnt fcatucs of Chncsc Premrer Lr Kcqrang's addrcss 10 the NPS'S mcctmg regardrng

introduction ofrcforms and overall rn China and status of rmplementatron ovcr those rcforms

2. Economy

Two cornmentaries. onc pcrtamrDg to thc pcrformance and key achrer'ements of \'anous

scctors of ChDese EconoDy ln 2013 and the othcr about thc famous Srlk Routc. rts ancient &

traditioMl hstory, emcrgrng gco-stratcglc & cconomrc rmportalcc for Chrna and thc Ccntal

Asian countnes wcre relayed Both commcntanes wcrc the summa4 of Cluncsc efforts to

cohance and mainorn rts busmess aod cconomic status m thc global buslness markets
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3. Violcocc

In thc ycar 2014, Chrna cxpcrienccd a scnes of tenonsl actlutles allegcdly conductcd b1 rhc

East Turk$tan Islamrc Movemcnt of Xrngran and Uyghur prorrnces In $rs contcxt, under

thc sub-category ofvrolcncc, two commentancs werc radrated The toptcs wcrc: Tcrronsm &

extrcmrsm rs otr npc rn Xrnlrang Prornncc and World Commurulv condcmncd tcrronst attack

in Cbrnese Kurunmg Clty Tcrronsm rn Chim \aas anall'zcd Ln the punrcw of global

extremlsm and tcrronsm Thc govcmment stcps lo ellmmate uolenca !n Chlna, was cvaluated

and thc state authontics wcrc urgcd to further shcngthen thc mland sccunq ofChrna.

4. Int.rn.tionelRcletions,DiplomrticEngrgcm.trts

Srx commcntaflcs wcrc broadcast The toplcs wcrc, Chrncsc atd for poor countnes, Chmese

forergn mimst.r vrsrt to Saudr Arabr4 Chma's rolc rn drsmantLng Synar Chcmlcal wcapons,

Chrna ensues support for peaccf,rl ransrtron in Afghanistan, Chrna-Russta relatrorc and

Paklstan's prcsldent vrsrt to Chma & Cfuna-Paklstan tles

5. Public Wclfirc Ncws

Two commentarics wcrc broadcast The subJccts werc. Smokrng !s nsmg rn Chrna and

cxtcnsion of hcalth facrlrtrcs rn Nmgxra Provrncc ofChrna

6. Scicncc & Tcchnologr

In Dcccmbcr 2013. Ctlna propelled rts Moon Rover mrssroD callcd Chang'e No t md

succcssfully maaegcd to land rt to thc moon surfacc Thrs grgantrc lunar explomtton mrsston

brandcd as the Chang'c Project atcr a pnhltrvc Chmcse m].th about a gorgcous young farry

}lto took a magic potion, flew to the Moon. and staycd thcrc as Goddess ofthc Moon Tu/o

commcnlarics on thrs aclucvemc[t and China's advancement !i spacc research and progrcss

rn satellrtc communicatron wcre highhghtcd
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7. Socio-culturel Ncn s

Thrce commcDtanes on thc themcs. Chmcsc squad m Socht Eussra) Ol)Tnp1c. tradrtlonal

mcthods of papcr makrng from mulberry lcavcs ln Chlna ard Chtna's New Year Spnng

Fcsh\"l-thc brggest amoDgst Chrna's fcsuvals, wcrc broadcast

D. Intcrtrrtional

Of thc total 85 commcntafles. that werc broadcast fiom CRI Pashto Semcc dunng t20 days

(ln December 2Ol3 to 31n March 201). 45 (52 94%) more than half wcrc assoclated to

htematronal toplcs Thc[ bnefdescnptlon is grvcn below

l. Political

TlDrtccn commcntanes wcrc put on arr on latcst polltical de\elopmcnts round the world Four

(30 77yo potnon of 13) commcntanes werc about pohtlcal srtuation ln Eg)?t. out of u'hlch

thrcc wcrc regardmg Eglptlan Refercndum aftcr drsmtssal of thc Musllms Brothers

govcmmcnt led by Muhammad Morsi and o[e \'4s about prepaiatons for Prestdentlal

clcctrorI. whereirt" tbc e\-Army hcad Abdcl Fattah Al-Srsr was a-ffirmed as clcctcd Elghr

(61 54%) coruncntenes wcre mdrated regarding poltttcal cnsts rn Ukarnc. thc rolc of Russra,

US and Europcan rn the Ukamlan Cnsis a-nd onc (7 69%) pertarned to local bodtes' elcctrons

rn Turkcy which was won by thc rulmg party of the Primc Mi ster Recep Talyip Erdogan

2. Irtcin.tionel Rcletions eld Diplomrtic Eng.gcEcrts

In thc category of lntcmahona] covcngc, thc malor subcategory happcned to bc [tcmatlonal

rclatiols and drplomatrc engagcmcnts, whcre thc largest nunber of 31 (68 89%)

commentancs was broadcast. Arnong this total, sevcn wcre broadcast rcgarding Slx Btg

Powcrs Talk with han on rts Nuclear Issuc Chma" U S A. U K. Francc, Germany and Russra

are membcm of rlc Group that Emaincd engaged m talks \Irth Iran to peaccfirlly avefi lran
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from making nuclcar wcapoN Conccm of thc wcst regardug lran's nuclcal pro8Tamme arld

stance of Iran were anal) zcd rn thcsc commentanes Slx were alIed on S]T lan lntemal conflict

thal lncludcd human nghts vrolahons m SFra, hardshrps of Slnan refugces. eflorts of thc

world commuflty to hclp rcsolvc the SFtan Confltct. dlsmalthng chcmrcal weapons of Sria

and lhc ovcrall rmpact ofS)nan Cns$ on the Gulf rcgton

Thc Nuclear Secunty Summrt was hcld rn Haguc, Nethcrlands on March 24-25,2014 wluch

cndcd *,rth a Jomt declaratlon by atl 53 panlclpant countnes and four rntcmational

orgamzations Thc 36-artlclc Jo,.nt communlqud sald that lhe [allons arc commlftcd to nuclear

disarmamcnt. nuclcar non-prohfcration and tle usc of nuclear cnerg;' only for pcaceful

purposes The commtmrqud requrrcd that thc states mlnrmrzc thclr stocks of hrghly cnnchcd

uramum and keep licrr srockprlc of separatcd pluto urn to thc mirumum levcl Four

co[uncntancs wcre a[cd on t]us summrt, wherem, communtqud of rhc summlt. global efforts

to trghtcn nuclcar secunq'. prevent teronsts and all other unauthorEed aclors from acqul]ng

ouclcar matcrials that could be uscd !n nuclcar wcapons. posstb]c futunstrc achrcvcmelts of

thc sunmrt and othcl rmportant challcnges tn thc years to come. welc cvaluated

Thrcc commentancs were arcd on thc Sudan conllict whrch revtcwed cfforts of thc U N O

and Afrrcan Comtries League to rcsolvc thrs confllct T$o commentafles wcrc transmitted on

thc l,rliraioc lssuc that revlcwed thc role of U S A, Russra and Europcan Uruon and posstblc

rcpcrcusslons of thc Llkrarne cnsts on thc regtonal as wcll as thc mtcmatlonal lcvcl In

Dcccftber 2013. thc Gulf Couotnes Sumfilt was hcld m Kuwat Two commcntanes werc

broadcast m regard aral)'ang thc challcnges faced by thc Gulf regons I*e Iran-Saudr Arabra

Tics, kaq and Synan clvll wars. Palestrnc Issuc and pohtlcal dcvelopmcDts In Eg]?t
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MoEolcr. onc cach commcntary was broadcast regarding thc US Espronage of German

Chancellor by tappmg hcl tclephonc calls. Iran-kaq tres. Afghaflstan-Indra relahoN, Chrna-

Japan-Korca rclahons and orrr all sccunty sltuatlon rn East Chrna Sea & Korcan Pcnmsula

and Palc$ne-Jordon-Israel Jornt Watcr Supply ProJect Agrccment One commentary was also

arrcd about thc Russrall condemnatlon of thc uslt of Japancse Pnme Mmrster S]unzo Abc lo

rhc Yasukuni Mcmonal rn Tolryo- thc fir$ vslt b1' a Japanesc pnmc mim$er to seven years,

wherc, among others. war cnmrnals fiom 'i'orld War II arc cnshnned Havmg a traglc hstory

of m rtary assaults from Japan's srde rn the past. Chma rcmarned rery scnsrtrvc to thls vistt

by thc Japancsc Pnmc Mmlstcr, catcgorrcalll condem-oed rt and \er, much hrghllghted tle

ncus of denuncratron of tlus visrt by other formcr World War-II dhcs

3. Socio-Culturel

Only onc commcnor.v was alred ln tlxs sub-catcgory lD Intcmatlonal coveragc about the 35th

Annlvcrsary of Islamlc Reloluhon m Iran on I ld February 2014 In thrs commentao'. Iran's

rclatrons wlth thc Wcst wcrc rcvlcwcd aftcr thc 1979 lranian Islamrc Reyolutlon Kcy pollcy

statcmcnt of thc lranlan Prcsidcnt Hasan Roharu was hrghhghted. statrng that Irar was always

ready to resolvc its nuclear lssuc $1th the Wcst through peacefirl ncgotratrons but wrthout

subJugatlon and surcndcnng thc f.rndamcntal nght ofpcaceful use ofDuclear energy

4.ll Comperison of Results of News Stories and Commentaries

It \*'as discovcrrd thal rhe CRI Pashto Senlcc broadcast a total trumbcr of 1660 ncws stones

ftom Dcccmbcr l. 2013 to March 31, 2014 Nhety-rune (99) stones werc pul on atr regarding

Afghanistan. whcrcas, Pak6un got the mrnlmum coveragc *rth 92 ncws sto cs. a llttlc aftcr

Afgharustan Intcmatronal covcragc was the maximum wrth 763 sto cs. followcd by Chrna
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with 706 stoncs. Thus Afghamstan receNed 5 g'lyo. Pakrstan 5 54%. Chna 42 53Yo utd'

Intcmatronal 45 96% portron ofthc total covcragc

Morcovcr. 85 cofirmentancs wcrc put on arr dunog the samc Pcnod T\ ehc (12)

commcntancs makrng 14 I lolo of the wholc werc broadcasl on Afghamstal related tssues and

only cight (8) commentares wcrc radrated on sublccts that pcrtamed to Pakistan $'hich

aJnoults to 9 4l% of thc gmDd sum Thus rn tems of commentarcs, dte covcrage of

Afghalistan is more thao that ofPakistan More than half(45) wcrc broadcast on mtematlonal

toprcs atrd 20 commentanes wcrc aired on mattcrs rclatcd to Cluna Thc sharc of rntcmahoDal

conrmentaries comcs as 52 91olo out of thc total number Commentares on toplcs assoclatcd

urth Chrna makes 23 53% ofthe wholc sum

Teblc IV.X Comperisotr of Rcsults ofNcws Storics .Dd Conncntrric!:

S. No. Coutrtry Frcqucnq' & Ratio of
Ncws Storics

Frcqucncy & Retio of
Commantrrics

I Afghanrstan 99 (5 97%) 12 (14 1l)

2. Pakrsta[ 92 (5 54%) I (9 4t%)

Chrna '106 (12 53%\ 20 (23 53%)

4 Intcmahonal 763 (4s 96%) 4s ts2 9t%)

Tot l Numhcr r650 000%) 8s (100%)

Tablc IV X shorrs the compansol of frcqucncres and ratro of both the news stones and

colune[tanes Subscquelt rcsults llr cach catcgory of ncws stoncs aDd commentaries show a

posrtrvc relatlonsbrp wrth cach otbcr
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Chaptcr 5

DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMEN'DATIONS

5.1 Objectives of thc Study end Rcsults/Findings

Marn objectlvcs of rhc study havc bccn reproduced bclow Subscqucnt ard rclcvant

rcsults/findrngs aftcr data analyss havc becn menhoned wrth obJcctrvcs

1. To cxamrnc that whch of thc four categones of CRI Pashto Seruce rs gettrng more

covcmgc and whrch rs reccrrrng less covcragc,

Findings: It was drscorered that a total nurnbcr of 1660 ne\a's stones perc broadcast by

the CRI Pashto Scnrcc rn four monthl re Deccmbcr 1,2013 to Malch 31.2014

lntcmahonal covcragc took thc lcad wrth 763 stoncs. folloqed by Chrna lrrth 706 stoflcs

A total [umbcr of99 stoncs wcrc put on arr rcgardng Afghamstan. whercas. Pa]ilstan got

thc lcast covcragc wrth 92 ncws stoncs shghtly bchnd Afghamstan

2. To dctcrmmc thc drffercnccs of covcmgc, rn tcms of rmportance. amount and trcatment

given by the CRI Pashto Servrce

Findings: Amongst the ten sub-categorics ofcovcmgc arcas. thc maxlmum reportagc was

grvcn rc forcrgn affarrs and drplomatrc matters wrth a number of 669 stones out of thc

total 1660. The second largcst coverage area was that ofeconomrc and busrness ncws wrth

278 stoncs. Vrolence u,as the thrrd malor subtategory wth 217 noncs. Polltcal news got

46 position in the llst !r'rth a numbs of 179 ncws stones and dcfcnsc and mllltary nc$,s

sccured thc 56 wth I 12 stoncs Socro-cultural lrcws. educatronal and sports actl\ihes got

the sfith place wrth 71 stoncs Rcmarning four sub-catcgones took lrttlc attcntron.
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To nYcstrgatc the natue and ffcatment of covcragc glven to Pakrstan and Afghaflstan by

rhc Chrna Radro Intcmatronal. Pashto Servrcc

Firdings: Arrud thc sclectcd ten sub-catcgoncs of ncws, both Afghamstan and Paklstarl

havc reccrved maxrmum covcragc rn thc sub-caregor] of vtolcnce nc*s, l c 34 stoncs

cach out of 99 and 92 rcspectrvcly Afghanistan also rccclYed substan[al covcrage in thc

arca offorergn aIIaEs and dlplomatrc actlyltlcs wlth 34 stones testrfllng that lntematronal

powcn and orgaorzatrons marntarncd constant engagemcnt urth Kabul Polttrcal arcna of

Afgharustan attractcd 16 stoncs out of 99 stoncs. most were relatcd to thc Afghan

Prcsrdcft ial Election 20 I 4

In thc ficld ofdrplomacy and world affarrs, Afgharustan got double stze covcragc wlth 34

news preces as comparcd to Pakrstan. wtuch.ccclvcd only 17 stones Whcreas. Pakrstan

took thc edgc m political Iield lvrth 23 stoncs, whcrc. Afghaorstan got only 16 stones lt rs

lDtcrcstrng to notc that CRI m rts Pashto servrce took a seven tlmc notlce of tcrriblc traffic

accidctrts that happcncd across Pakrstan ftom Deccmbcr 1.2013 to March 3'1. 2014 and

reponcd only one story of traffic accidclt rn Afghar stan That shous drc hornflc traffrc

sltuaton ltr Pakrstan

To study and cvaluate the currcnt composihon of co\eEgc glven to Paktstalr and

Afghanstan m t}le Pashro Sen'rcc ofCRI

Findings: Out of thc enhre 1660 ncws stones, a sharc of 597% (99) wcre put on arr

rcgardrng AfghaDlslaD. whcrcas. Pakistan got thc mrnrmum corenge *'1th 5 54% (92)

ncys stoncs. strghtly lcss from Afghamstan Thus Alghatustan ald Palustan rccctvcd

alrnost thc sarnc coveragc Avcragc of darly covcragc of Afghanlstan rcmarned (0 83%)

ald that of Pakrstan (0 77 %). whch rs lcss than one story per day
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5. Anothcr objcctrvc is to cxplore that how thc CRI Radro proJccts Chrm and the world

overall rn rts Pashro Scn tce

Firdings: It was found that forelgn affafs and dtplomattc news got thc hlghest coYcrage

ruth 669 (40 30%) stoncs of all 1660 news storics Tlus shows that Chtna pa,vs grcatcr

attcrltron to thc global affarrs and sccms verl much keen to play actrvc rolc rn thc

intemahonal arcna Thc sccond leading subtategory \r-as that of cconomrc and bustness

news wth 278 (16 75oZ) news stoncs It lndlcated that cconom) rs one of Chlna's loPmost

pnontics ln lts ntematlonal dcalmgs Most of the news stones pro.;ected Chrna as a soft

powcr which rs cngaged *-rth the rntemahonal communlq rn fields of cconomy and

drplomacy Vrolcncc ncws acqured thc thtrd posltron wrrh 13 07% It cxpresses thc

Chrnesc conccms orer thc world dtsputcs and global terronsm Pollhcal sphcrc got thc

founh place wrth 10 78oZ of the total attcd ncws stones. followcd by defcnsc/mrhtarl area

as fifth in the list wrth 6 75Vo pomot Socro-cultural actl\1tres obtarncd 4 289'o slicc of the

cntfc ncws and stood 66 tn the ltnc Other subtatcgones wcre grvca mirumal covcrage

5.2 Hypothcscs of thc Study and Corrcsponding Results

H-l Bcrrtg a statc broadcaster. CRI m lts Pashto Sen,ce wrll grve larger and exrcnstve

covcrage to the statc of China as to shlcld lts lntercsls rn the r.glon and ponral Chtna as an

aclvc and rnflucntral actor rn ttDs rcgtofl

FiDdiDgs: Out of thc total 1660 news stoncs, 706 sloncs pcnanmg to Chlna wcre atrcd

Thrs totd arhounts to 42 53yo of thc total numbcr (Frcqucncy) of rrcws stones Thc neus

rcgardrng Chrna rcccrved an aggrcgatc scorc of 6804 porns. whtch is shghtly less but ncar to

thc catcgory of Intemational Scorc of 6842 From thc anal)'sls of photogxaphs, rt was found



rhat out of 311 rmagcs. 153 (49 20%. almost half) appearcd wrth the stoncs relatrng to Cllrna

This rndrcated that thc Pashto Scrvrcc of CRI was much kecn to glvc arnple Promincncc to

Chrna related storics, wlth thc suppon of plctures Thc purpose was to substantlate and

supplcmcnt the pro.;cction of Chma m fic Etcmatlo[al communlty

It was found that forelgn affatN and dlplomatlc ne*s got the hlghest coveragc wlth'10 309/0

share ofall trc\trs stones It cxilblts that Chtna Pays grcater attc[tlon to thc global affars The

sccond leadrng sub{ategory economrc. financlal and busmess no4's \\lth 1675%. whch

dcsrgnatcs that onc of Chma's topmost prionties n rB mtcmatlonal dcaLngs' ls busmcss and

financc At thc prcscnt movemcnt. Chma o$Tls thc sccond leadrng economl m thc world aicr

the USA Vrolcnce news acqurred tlrc thrrd posrhon urth 1307% It exprcsscs Chrna's

coDccrDs olcr thc world confllcts and global terronsm & extlemlsm Chlna rtself faces

!nsugctrcy ard te[onsm m 1ts westcm reglons of )Ongl ran and Ul ghur provrnccs

H-2 Chrna would bc framcd rn the capaclty of a soft power on thc lndustflal. cconomlc,

drplomatic and socio-cultural fronts ln the world rn CRI Pashto Scmcc and to show lts

cagcmcss to play morc actrvc role rn the affars of thc regton tn future

Findings: The study estabhshcd that ntcmatronal and drplomattc nels got the lughest

covcragc with 40 30% sharc ofall news stories Thc second promrnent sub-catcgory was lhat

of cconomic ncws wrth 16 75%. whrch ndtcates that onc of Chlna's clucf pnontres is financc

and busincss Furthermore, out of31l rmages. 153 (4920%. almost hatf) prcrucs appear.d

\*,rlh thc stoncs rclatlng to Cluna Ths illustratcs thc PRC'S global \1slon ofpopularizrng and

expanding rs rolc partrcularly in thc fields of drplomacy. busrness .tnd parmershrps rxrth thc

world commuflty m othcr sphcres of ltfc as wcll Chr[a's cnthuslasm and fen'or for e\tens]ve
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and effcchve rolc m global aflaus and this rcAon has bccn notcd rn thls $udy Thc CRI

Pashto Servlcc was obsen'ed as profoundly commrtted to gtvc c'<tenstve prommcnce lo China

related stones. usmg rmagcs and plctures Thc purposc was to substantratc and supplcmetrt thc

worldwrde projectton ofchrna Thus Ctuna was framcd tn the capaclq of a sofi power

H-3 Chma Radro Intcmatronal (CRI) rn lts Pashto transmtsston would also cover

mtcmatlonal evcnts, at a maxtmurn lcvel, to project lts sofi powcr rmagc a.nd emcrgng &

lcading playcr rn global affarrs

FiDditrgs: Aicr calculatron and anall'srs of thc data. it was found that a total number of

1660 ncus stones were broadcast by the CRI Pashto Scrvtce m four months. 1c Decembcr I'

2Ol3 to March 31. 2OI4 Intcmatlonal coveragc stood on top of the llst \uih 763 stoncs'

followed by Cluna wlth 706 stones Intcmational coveragc carned 45 96% share of thc total

storics. talled by China wth 42 53olo ponron and sccured thc sccond posltlon Global ncws got

thc hrghest aggregatc scorc of 6842 Amongst all sub-categones. foretgn affars and

drplomahc news got thc hrghcst covcragc urth 40 30% shae of all ncws sloncs Economtc

and busroess news wrth l6 75% ofthc total news stones remarned the second largest covcrage

area. q'hrch shows rhc Cluncse intc[t of chasmg rhc fields of global tradc' financc and

busincss Out of 3l I photograPhs. 11,3 (i6 65% of total) rmagcs u'crc accompanted *tth

world stoncs That rs thc second hrgh numbcr of rmagcs ln all four catcgorics Out of 85

comrnentarics. broadcast b)'thc CRI Pashto Scrvrcc dunng sclccted four months. 50 pcrtalncd

to forcrgn affairs and drplomatlc engagcments By vmuc of broadcasting' proJectng and

anallzng ncu's rcgardrng global affars, llkc BBC, VOA. DW Radro. thc CRI tned to pro1cct

Cbrna's soft powcr rmagc and lts cmcrgcncc as a ncw leadrng player rn mtcmatlonal affalrs
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H4 In Afgha stan. Pashtuns cnjoys the status of largcst cthnlc communlty The Pashto

Service of CRI had becn launched rrutrally for Afgha stan Thcrefore. the covcragc glven to

Afgha-ustan ,rould be largcr than that ofthe covcrage extended to Pakstan

Findings: Of thc cnt[e 1660 nc\ s stoncs, 99 stones uere put on air regardmg

AfghanrsEn. whcreas, 92 news rtems penairung to Paktstan wcrc radlatcd Thus urth a

drference of seveD stoncs, Afgharustan obtartrcd m&xlmum covcmge as compared to

Pakrsran. Thus Afghanlstan recelvcd 5 97% sharc of thc total coYerage and Palilstan achlcved

5.54yo potnon Thcreforc. Pakrstan got thc mlntmum covemgc rn Czu Pashto Scruce, but

urth a slight drfferencc Morcovcr, out of 85 col ncntancs. 12 ucrc broadcast on subJects

relatcd to Afghalrstan and only cight (8) commcntanes belonglng to Pakrstal spcctfic tssucs

wcre arred Out of 311 magcs posted urth stoncs on websrtc, 30 $crc rclated to Afgharusran

and 15 rmages appcarcd \r'rth news stoncs assoclated to Pakrstan

E-5 Thc Urdu Semcc of Czu broadcasts programmes for thc hstencrs ln Palustan

Thcrefore the coveragc glven to Paklstan rn Pashto languagc would be not as much as

compared to the coveragc glvcn rc Afglarustan

Firditrgs: Srmlar results/findiDgs as of H-4 abovc

H4 The CRI covcrage of Paklslan and Afghallstan t'r'lll bc mainly focused on Taltban.

tcrrorist incrdents and vrolcncc rathcr than othet soclo-cultual and derclopmcntal neu's

Findings: A share of 5 97% of thc u-hole stones werc Put on arr regardlng Afghaflstan.

whereas. Pakrstan got lhc mmimum covdagc wrth (5 54%) news stoncs Both Afghanlstan

and Pahstan recelved max nurn covemgc ln thc sub-catcgorl ofr rolcncc news. r e 34 storics

each oul of 99 and 92 rcspccnvcly. Thc sub-catcgory of vtolcncc ncq's rncludcd ncws and
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rcports of all kDds of teronst acts. opemhons agamsl msurgents. sulcldal attacks. drone

sfikcs and othcr rclcvant rncldcnts of yrolencc rn Pakrstan and Afghamstan Most of 34

stoncs rcgarding forcrgn affarn and drplonatrc ach\1tres m Afghaflsta-o werc also m

conncctron with how to strcngthcn and bulld thc Afghan Forces ro combat thc rnsurgcncy

In dcfcnse and rluhtary field, crghl stoncs regardDg Afghaflstan ald only one story about

Paklstan werc broadcast It affLrmed mrhtary actrvlhes of forergn and Iocal Afghan forces rn

Afgharustan Or y two stoncs ofbusmcss and economrc actrlltres regardrflg Afgha stan and

four rclati-og to Pakrstan werc put on ar In thc flcld of scrcncc & technology, Paksran

reccrlcd only two ncws rtems and Afghamstao gol none In thc class of pubhc welfare ncws

otrc story regardmg Afgha stan and none of Pakrstan 1l-as broadcast Two Soclo-cultural

news rcgardrng Afghamslan and four assoclatcd to Paklstan were radrated

5.3 Discussion on Rcsults

If wc look at thc oblcctrves and h)?otheses ofthis study. subsequent findlngs arrd resuhs aftcr

content analysls of thc selccted data support and venfy thc basrc assurnptrons madc in thc

study Establishod results also valdate thc fundamental posnrlate of thc agcnda settrng thcory,

framrng thcory and gatc kccprng rhcory In Chrna. mcdra funchon undcr the officral control

and drrect supcryrsron of the statc The Chrncsc golcmmcnt descends rts legrumac) liom thc

Maorst Idcology of rhc Commumst Parry of Chrna (CPC) Thcrcforc, the agcnda of CRI

Radio rs mostly prcparcd keepmg rn l'rcw thc officral out-look and pnontlcs set forth bl thc

golcrnmcnt As Czu ls thc cxteanal mdro broadcast scrvlcc ofCht[a.lhc o\'elall mtematronal

out-look of Chrna can bcJudgcd ftom rts transmrssron
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The gencral pohcy ourhnc for medta agcnda In Chrna ts liamcd by thc ccntral lcadcrshtp of

the Comrnunlst Party of Chrna (CPC) and then tmplcmcnted through ranous cchclons of

local. drs$rct- provtnctal, rcglonal and central goYcmrncnts Agcnda for mcdla ls usudly scr tn

advancc. ruthrn tltc fiamcwork of countDjs colTrmunlst doctnnc and rdcology. and u,th

ceflarn goals and targets- In pursuancc of that. vanous organs of thc Chlnesc state mcdia

rmplcmcnt thc agcnda wtth ccrtarn locd, rcgtond and organlzatronal adJustmenrs and mlnute

altcrations Similarly. most of the tlmcs. certaln lssues arc fiarned from thc Chmese contcxt

Thc statc officials. worktng tn Yanous cadrcs and hterarchal ordcrs. and answcmble to vanous

trcn of tie part-v leadenhrp. pcrform therr firnctlon as gate kccpcrs The gatc keePcrs arc vell'

much famrltar wrth thcir rolc lo Pass through thctr respectrrc medta gatcs, such news stuff-

lhat !cO' much conforms to the prc{cfincd and well csubhshcd polc,v

Thc Chrcago Tnbune (Dec 18, 2013). quotmg Rcutc6 \ rote that carl) ncxt )ear (2014).

Chincsc Joumallsts \.ull have to pass a ncw tdeology cxam to keep tlcrr prcss cards. ln what

rcportcrs sa) is another cxamplc of thc rulmg Communlst ParB's mcreaslng control ovcr thc

mcdra under Prcsldcnt Xi Jrnptng Thc manual ts peppcrcd r*rti drrcciles such 
's 

"lt ls

rbsolutely not pcrmtncd for publlshcd rcports to fcarure an; comments that go agalns( the

party llnc". and "thc relattonshrp bctwecn thc part) and thc nc\ s medla ls one of leader and

thc lcd" The story added.'Tradltlonall), Chlncsc statc mcdta has been thc kc.v Ychtclc for

pafiy propaganda But rcforms oycr thc past dccadc lhat havc allowcd greatcr medta

commcnaltzation and ltmttcd tncrcascs ln cdltonal rndepcndcncc. comblncd wlth thc nsc of

socral medra. havc wcakcncd govemrncnt control. academics sard
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The Chrncsc government has constnctcd bolh tradltlonal and ncw mcdra to avold potcntral

rcbcllon agarnst rts authonw, but thc Wcstem mcdla st-vlc compcllcd Chlna to rcvlew lts

mcdra poLcy. Chma undenook a new "golng out" pohcy to cxpand statc broadcastlng rnto

forergn languages eftcr 2000 and to bccomc a part of thc global tnformatton s1'stcm Thc

domestrc medla was supplemcnrcd by rntemational medta scnlcc that lncluded CRI. CCTV.

Xrnlua- Chrncse Ncws Scntce and Chrna Darly (Eng Edltlon) The grosrng demand for

mformatron has forced the aurhontlcs to malc morc flc\tble thelr control ovcr mcdla

Chrnesc Media is bent upon to proJcct Chtna es a soft power Chma Darly ln lts cdrtonal on

Apnl 19. 2014 under thc tttlc "Chrna Drsplal's Soff Power rn MH370 Search" \r'Yotc Orat

although thcrc wcrc hnlc succcsscs m scarch ofthc mtsstng Malal'sran planc. Chrna dcploycd

somc of rts most advanccd naval hardwarc tn thc Indraa Occan, suspcndcd othcr rouhnc

cxcrclses and spcnt mrllons of Chrnesc Yuan Thc edllond oprned that "somc cntrcs mlghl

havc consrdcrcd thrs scarch as mcrc power of mrlrtary show by Chrna. but lt's thc power of

atfactron- nol economrc or mrlrtary musclc- that capturcs pcoplc's hearts and that ls what

Cluna dcsrrc to mcrcasc" "For ycars. Chrna has bccn cxplonng wals oftranslatlng potcntlal

sourccs of rs soft powcr lnto rcal Influencc r,rrth somc succcss

The dcfimtron of soft powcr by Han ard Unt\crslty's Joscph N)c uas dso quotcd tn tlc

cdrtonal ln suppon ofthc soft powcr case ofChtna It furthcr urotc $at. lts (Chrna's) cfforts

havc won accoladcs fiom homc and abroad, whrch havc ranged fiom bcrng "dctcrmtncd and

forccfirl" rn rts rcsponsc to taklng thc hrgh moral ground" to betng a rcsponstble

supcrpowcr' Chrna's soft Fowcr tools arc lnvcstment. humanltanan ard. cxchangc

prognmmcs. drplomac]' and parucrpation ln multrlarcral bodtcs
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Thc China Darly on June 19. 2014 publshcd an artrcle entrtled'Crving Shapc to Asta's Ncw

Ordcr". - an exccrpt from rhe speech of Bob Hawke, the formcr pnmc mmlstcr of Australla

wluch hc dchvered at thc 2nd I cmalonal S1'rnposrum otr Sccunty and Cooperation m thc

Asn-Pacrfic Regon Thc artrclc reucwcd at largc, thc past- present and funrrc of China-US

rclauons, thcrr rolcs and clash of iflcrests m thc rcgton Bob rlas of thc vlew that mlslng

Chrna has challenged the U S suprcmacy, but lt does not mean that Chrna wrll nccessanly

rcplace Amenca at thc pinnacle of the global power that lI has occupled for so long Hc

fifthcr opmed. "But r! docs mcan lhat China today rs a cotmtry that ts firndamentalty morc

powcrful t}an any lhat Amcnca has cret had lo encountel bcfole Amenca \rall not accept

lhc estabhshment of Chmese prmac) ovcr Asra. bur tt mrght wrll be brought to accept rh lt

should sharc thc lcadcrshrp rn Asla wlth Chma. thus accordrng Chtna for more status and

rnflucncc rn Asia than lt has cnjoycd for ccntuncs

Thc Busrncss Standad of Indra on l'' Ja.nuary 2014 rcported that Prcstdcnt Xr Jm Prng has

vowcd to usc lts (Chrna) cultural soft power Io proJcct the Communlst glant as a responstblc

natron- 'Thc stoncs of Chrna should be wcll told, volces of Chtna well-spread. and

charactenstics of Chrna wcll cxplamed Efforts arc nceded to burld Chrna's national rmagc",

Xi sard whrlc spcakmg to top leaders at a group srudy session of mcmbcrs of ihe Polrtburo of

the ruling Cornmuust Party ofCtnna (CPC) Central Commrttee rn Bcrltng "Chrna should bc

portraycd as a crvilizcd country fcatunng nch hlstory. cth c uorq and cultuml dlverslt, and

as an oncntal powcr \*1ti good govemmcnt. develoPcd ecotromy. cultural prosPenq'. natlonal

unity and beautful mountalns and nvers" Thc Paper \rrote, "To stlengthen Chna's soft

powcr. thc coultry needs to bu d lts capaclty in lntcmatronal communlcanon. better use the

ncw mcdra and incrcasc thc creatrvlty. appcal and credrbrhq ofChrna's pubhcrty", Xr sard.
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From the data of thls study. lt has also becn obscn'cd that Chma td(es vcry careful stancc on

all ntcmatlotral lssucs Taking thc mstancc of thc l]krane lntemal confllct and crvll war that

vcry much inflamcd in 2014, Chrna always took a ncutral srancc. calllng upo[ thc concemed

partics to show restrarnt and resolve thcrr drffercnccs through ncgotrauons Unltke China-

Russla opcnly supported thc pro-Russran Ukraiman populatton and eYen allowcd the formcr

fJlmrman provtnce of Cnmea to re-1oin Russra On the other hand. U S A. European statcs

and cvcn AustraLa pubhcly supportcd Ukalnc agamst Russta

On thc rssuc of global tcrronsm aod extremrsm, Chrna has. howevcr. adoptcd a clcar cut

posh[c It rs m rh]'thmlc order wrth thar of thc lntemahonal commLrnlty as China trsel f faces

thc mcnacc rn rts wcstcm rcglons of Xrnjrang and U]'ghur provmccs Accordmg to the offrclal

Xinyrang Darly. the nunbe. of pcoplc arested rn thc Xrnlrang rn 2005 for cndalgenng statc

sccunty, was 18227 Tcrronsm rn Chtna ts usually rdcntrfied wth the East Turkcstan Islamic

Movemcnt @TIM) and othe! Uygur separatlsts cells rr Xlnjrang. and to a lesscr cxtcnt,

militalt mcmbers ofthc Trbetan Buddhrst clcrg) agitatmg for lndcp€ndcncc

ln thc aftcrmath of thc evcnts of Septcmber I I , 2001. thc PRC authonhes trcatcd thc global

"war on tcrror" csscnually as a forcrgn rclations c\etctsc. to Protect lts rclatlorLs wrth the

UDrtcd Statcs. a[d es an cxcusc to crackdown on what l1 dcemcd to bc tcrronst aorvrtlcs on

Chncsc so and uncover forelgn lmlages to thc pcrpetrators Wash[gton has slnce becomc

morc sympathctrc to BciJrng's chargc of tcrroriss fomcntmg "spllttlst" or sepaJatlst Ylolencc

and its "Stdkc Had" (l?, da) canpugn against lhcm. most notabl) by placrng thc hnlc

known ETIM on thc U S llst of terronst groups ln August 2002
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Analysrs of ttus study showed $at fie Pashto Scmce of Ctuna Radro Intcmational ver) much

focuscd its transmrssion on world-wrdc drplomatic engagemcnts. mtemational affairs. global

cconomlc actlvltics. tradc & lnveshncnt and busincss matters It also concentratcd on

broadcast of ncws .clattng to thosc matteN and engagcmcnts. tn u'htch Chtna remarned

involvcd on intcmahonal Aont espcclally tn exchange of lugh lcvel forelgn \lsrts'

lntematronal sumlrlts and confcrences, bilateral agcemcnts and multllatcral trcahes, day to

day flrnctroorng of thc U N Sccunty Cotmcil, forergl lnvestrncnt. tmports & eYpons. trade

parmerslups and othcr relatcd maftcrs Thc ke; olcctrve behind thrs stratcgy seems to porfay

Chma as a soft power rn the Asta-Paclfic regton as well as on the global lcvel

5.4 Conclusion

Frndrngs ofthrs study srgnpost that although. thc Pashto Senlcc ofChtna Radto Intemalonal

(CRI) had been rrunally launchcd for and targctcd at thc Pashtun populatron of Afghanrstan

and Pakistarl but lt largely covers sublccs and ssucs \ iuch pcrtaln to Chrna and thc world

around Thc rcsults of thts study confirm and vahdatc thc long-standrng prcsumptlon that,

bcing a mouth-ptecc and spokcsmai, cvcry statc broadcastel rn thc world would' promotc the

agcnda prionrres and goals ofrhe rcspcctivc country at the ma,$mum lcvcl Even the pubhc

mcdia cstabtishmcns m thc fiee-markct cconomles dld thc sarne practlcc in thc past and the]

strll do that at prcscnt, desprte thc fact that thc)'enJoy cnormous ftcedom. but the casc wrth

Communist counhes mcdra l*e China. ts much dlfferent

Rcsults of this snrdy showed that although belng a target arca. Afghanistan and Paklstan

rcccivcd very mrnimum covcragc from the CRI Pashto Seficc as comparcd to Chtna and rcst

ofthc world- A total number of 1660 ncws stoncs were broadcast by thc CRI Pashto SeNrcc
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rn four montbs, (1't December 2013 to 3l" March 2014) Global coreragc stood at tlc top

wrth 763 stoncs, followcd by Chrna wrth 706 stones Thc nct sum of thesc two b€falls 1469

Nincty-olnc (99) stones were arrcd rcgardrng Afghantstan and 92 about Pakrstan Thc whole

sum of Afghanrsta-n and Pakrstan related stoncs is 19 t Thus thc sharc of Chrna and global

covcrage was 88 497o and Mghanlstan & Pakistan Jointb recerved onll' I I 51olo coverage

One objectrve of thls study was to determhe the dtffcrences of covc.age. m tems of

rmportancc. amount and fcatmcnt gtvcn by the CRI Pashto Scnlcc It was found that thc

highcst rcportagc was glvcn to foreign iclattons/affarrs and dlplornatlc matters \r'lth a numbcr

of669 stories out of the total 1660 Economrc and bustncss ncus urth 2?8 stones u'as the

sccond largcst coveragc arca Vtolencc was the thtrd malor part \+lth 217 stoncs Polltlcal

ncws got lhc fourrh posttron Elth 179 news stoncs and defcnsc and mlllta4 trews securcd the

fifttr posfion wr$ 112 stoncs Socro-.ultural ncws and actrYrtrcs got the srxth place wrth 71

storics Rcmai ng four sub+atcgorics took shght attentlon

It was also intcndcd to r[vcshgate the flaturc and treatmcnt ofcoveragc glven to Pakrstan atld

Afghanistan. by rhe CRI Pashto Senlce The resulls dlscloscd that both Afghanistan and

Pakistan rcccivcd maxrmuflt covcmge rn thc subtatcgory of uolcncc ncPs. I e 34 stones

cach out of 99 and 92 respcctlvel)' Afghanlstan also rccel\ ed substantlal coreragc rn thc arca

of foEign affairs atrd drplomauc actlvlnes wrth 34 stones afffmtng that mtcmatlonal powers

and orga-Dizaxons rctarncd constanl cngagcment wrrh Kabul Polrtrcal amPhthcater of

Afgba stan attsrctcd 16 stones out of 99, most wcrc rclated to lhc Afghan Presrdentlal

Etcctlon of 2Ol4 In thc ficld of drplomatic affam. Afghantstan got double slze coverage wlth

34 ncws pieces as comparcd to Pahsta4 wluch rcccrvcd only l7 stones, whercas. Paklstan

took thc edgc m polttrcal ficld wrth 23 stoncs, whcre, Afghanlstan got only 16 storles
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Onc aim \a'as to cvaluatc thc curcnt compositton of colcrage gtycn to Pakrstan and

AfghaDstan ln thc Pashto Semcc of CRI Thc anal)sts unverled that out of 1660 news

storics, 5 97oZ (99) stones wcrc put on alr rcgarding Afghanrstan. whcreas, paklstan got

5 54% (92) ncws stones. shghdy less than Afghanrstan Thus Afghamstan and pakrstan

receivcd almost thc sarnc covemgc m tcrms of ocws stones To e\plore that how thc CRI

Radro projccts Chna and thc world ovcrall rn rts pashlo Seuce, lt was found that forergn

affa-rs and diplomatrc ncws got the lughcst covcragc wrth 669 (40 30%) srones of all 1660

ncws stoncs That cxhlblt.d that Chna pald grcarcr aftcntion to the global affarrs and sccmcd

much kacn to play actlve rolc ln the mtcmattonal arcna

Thc sccond leadrng subrategory was dtat ofeconomrc and busrness nc*s urth 27g (16 75%)

nc\rs sitones It rndrcatcd that cconomy rs onc of Chrna's topmost pnontres 1n lts mtemattonal

dcdrngs Most of thc stones dcplcted Clxna as engaged *rth thc u orld commum6 m fields of

cconomy and diplomacy and thus Chrna was projccrcd as a soft po*cr Vrolcnce ncus

acqurrcd thc third posltto[ wlth 13 07% Thrs anrculated t]rc Clunese apprchcnsrons ovcr thc

mcnacc of terronsm as Chrna isclf faccs msurgency and teronsm m its westcm regions of

Xrngian and Uyghur Poltical spherc got rhc fourth placc \rrh lO 7g% of the toral arrcd

storics. follo\ycd by dcfensc/mrhtary arca as fifth wrth 6 75% ponlon Soclo-cultuial acttvihes

obtattcd 4 28Yo covcragc and stood as sxth. Othcr sub-categoncs of sclcnce & technolog,v,

accidcnts. nafurd dlsastcrs and publc wclfarc ncws wcrc glven mr mal covcmgc

The pnncipal hypothesrs of the study was that bemg a state broadcasrer, CRI in lls pashto

Scrvrcc wrll givc largcr and extcnslle covfiagc to thc pnncrple cDgagemcnts of Chrna as to

guard lts llterests rn thc rcgron and pofuay Chna as an actrlc and rnfluennal actor ln this
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reglon Thc findhgs cxhrbrted that out of thc total 1660 news stones. 706 stones pertamrflg to

Ch[a. wcre aired Thrs total amounts to 42 53% of the u'hole numbcr (Frequenc] ) of nelvs

stoflcs The ncws rcgardrng Chrna reccrved an aggcgate score of 6804 pomts, whlch ts

slightly lEss but near to thc category of Intcmatronal Score of 6842 From thc ardysrs of

pholognphs, it was found that oul of 311 rmagcs, 153 (49 20%, almost half) rppcared wrth

thc stoncs rclatrng to Chrna Thrs indicatcd that the Pashto Senrce ofCRI was much kecn to

glvc ample promircnce to Chma reletcd sroncs. wrth thc suppofl ofprcores Thc purposc was

to substaltiate and supplcment thc projectron ofChlna m the mtcmahonal commututy

Thc sccond kcl hl,pothcsrs \f,as that Cluna would bc framcd rn thc capacrry ofa soff power on

the rndustnal. economlc, dlplomatrc and soclo-cultual fronts m thc world rn CRI Pashro

ScMcc and to cnjoy a morc p.oactrvc role u thc affarrs of the regton m futue. The stud)

cstablfhed that intemahonal affalrs and drplomauc neqs got thc lughcst covengc urth

40 30% sharc of all news stoncs- Thc second prommcnt sub-categor-v was that of hnanctal

and busincss ncws wrrh 16 7502. *'hrch mdrcatcs that onc of ClDna's chlcf pnonhes m rts

intchahonal dcalings rs thc ficld of financc and busmcss Furthemorc. out of 3l I magcs.

153 (49.20%. almost bal0 prchrEs appcarcd wlth the stoncs rclarrng to Cbrna Ths rllustrarcs

the PRC's global vrsron ofpopularizrng and cxpandlng lts role ln world affars, parttcularll rn

thc ficlds ofdrplomacy. brlsrncss and parhcrshrps urth thc world commuruq rn othcr spheres

of lifc as wcll. Thc Pashto Senrcc of CRI was observcd as profouadly commlfted to glvc

cxtcnslvc prominencc to China rclatcd stoncs, usmg rmages and ptcfures

Another kcy hy,pothesis was that Chrna Radlo Intcmauonal m rts Pashlo trarsmrssron would

also takc notlcc of lntemational cvcnts, at a maxtmum levcl. ro proJect lts soff power lmagc
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and emcrglng lcadrng pla)er ln global affalrs Aflcr cxamlnatron of thc data' lt was fould that

out of 1660 ncws stoncs. lDtcmatlonal covcmgc stood on lop of thc llst \Tth 763 stones'

followed by China wrrh 706 stoncs Intcmational coveragc carncd 45 96fo sharc of the total

stoncs, tailed by Chna wlth 42 53% portlon and sccucd thc second Posrtlon Intemahonal

ncws got thc highcsl aggrcgatc scorc of6842

Likcwisc. drplomatrc ncws got thc lughest covcragc 
"rlth 

40 30% sharc of all ne$s stoncs

Busmcssncwswlth16T5%oft}ctotalstoncsrcmarncdthcsccondlargcslcovclagearca,

whrch shows Chrna's Intcnt of chasrng thc ficlds of global tradc and busrncss Out ofSll

phorographs. I l3 (36 65% of total) imagcs werc accompanled ulth lnlcmational stones That

rs thc second htgh number of rmagcs rn all foul catcgoncs out of 85 cornrncnlafics' broadcast

by the CN Pashto Scn tcc dunng thc sclcctcd four months. 50 (morc than halfl pcnarned to

the arca of forergn rclatlons and dlplomatlc cngagcmcnts By rtmrc of broadcastlng and

anallzmg news regardrng globd affarrs. hkc orhcr world broadcasters' CRI tned to proJect

Chrna's sofl powcr tmage and lts emcrgcncc as a nc* lcadtng plaler ln mtcmatronal affalrs

Thc hypothesis that thc Pashlo Servrcc of CN had bccn launchcd rnrtrally for Afghanrstan'

thereforc. thc covcrage glven to Afghanlstao would be larger than that of thc cov'ragc

cxtcnded to Paklstan. got thc answer that of thc cntlre 1660 ne\^s storics. 99 stones ucrc put

on arr rcgarding Afghanlstan. whcreas, 92 news ltcms pcrtalnlng lo Paklstan wcrc radlatcd

Thus wrth a drffcrcnce of scvcn stones, Afghanrsun obtarncd marlmum corcmgc as

compared to Pakistan. Thus Afghamstan rcccvcd 597yo share of thc total coveragc and

Pakrstan achcvcd 5.547o portron Thcrcforc, Paklstal got tic mrnlmum coverage rn CRI

Pashto Scffcc. but with a sllght drffcrcncc Morcovcr. out of 85 commcnrancs. 12 werc
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brcadcast on Afgha stan's rssues ard only cight (8) commcfltanes bclongrng to Paliistan

spccihc rssucs wcrc arred Out of 311 lmagcs postcd wlth stones on wcbslte. 30 wcre relatcd

to Afghamstan and 15 rmagcs appeared urth ncws stones assoctatcd to Paklstan

Thc last h)?othcsls was that the CRI covcragc of Pakrstan and Afghamstal urll bc marnly

focuscd on incrdcns ofviolencc ald tcrronsm, rather than othcr soclo-cultuml. cconomrc and

devclopmcntal ncws The analysrs dtsclosed that in amongst all ten sub-categones of news,

both AfghaDst n and Pakrstar iccervcd maxlmum coveragc rn thc sub-category of rrolcnce.

l.c 34 stoncs each out of 99 and 92 rcspcchvely Most of 34 stoncs rcgardrng drplomatrc

actlvrtlcs 1n Afghanrstan wcrc also rn conncctlon wrth ho\r to stretrgthen the AfEJran Forccs to

combat thc rnsurgency In defcnsc and mrlrtaD'ficld. crght stoncs rcgardrng Afghantstal were

broadcast It affrmcd mrlury actirrtrcs in Afghafistan Only two economtc ac!\'tttes rcports

rcgarding Afghamsun and four rclatng to Pakrstan werc put on arr In the field of scrcncc &

tcchnology, Pahstall rcccived only two ncws itcms and Afghanlstafl gor nonc ln the class of

pubhc wclfarc ncws. one story rcgardrng Afghanistan and nonc of Palostan was broadcast

Two Socio{ultural ncws rcgardmg Afghanistan and four assoctatcd to Pakrstan wer. alred

At a glancc, wc can sa) thrt corscquentral conclusions and outcomcs after anall.sls of the

sclcctcd data for thrs study support and vcnry thc baslc assumptlons madc ln the oblcctrvcs,

and hpotheses Results revealed also corroborarc th. fiudamental hypothcsrs of thc agenda

sctting theory. framrng theory and gatc kccping thcory Chtnese mcdra functon undcr the

stalc supefllsioD. The general polcy gurdcJrnc for mcdta m Chha !s framcd by rhc ccntral

lcadcrstup of thc CommuDst Party of Chma (CPC) and thcn rmplcmented through vanous

cchclons and orgars of the goveErmcnt, Thereforc, thc agenda of CRI Radro ts also frarned
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kccpDg !n view thc officral out-look ald pnontres ofthc goverDmcnt As Czu rs the c\lcmal

radlo scn'lcc of Cbfra. the ovemll mtcmatlonal out-look of Chrna can bc.;udged from rts

tansmrssion. The state officlals, wotking rn vanous cadres and hrerarchal orders. pcrform

thc[ firnctlon as gatc kccpcrs Thc gatc kecpers arc vcry much famrltar \uth thclr role to pass

through thcir rcspectivc mcdra gatcs, such ncws stuff. that vcry much conforms to lhe prc-

dcfined and well estabhshcd pohcy ofthe ChDese goremment

Chinesc mcdra workcd as a pafiy propaganda outlet trll late 90s. but thc sO'lc of Wcstem

mcdra compellcd Cluna to review its medra pohcy Arother rcason was to mhoducc Clu[a's

economrc and socro-cultural sct-up to thc world Cbrna startcd a ncw global out-reach polcy

to commencc broadcastrng ln ovcrsczrs dlalects aftcr 2000 Ths ambltrous plan mcaJrt to

bccomc a part of thc global rnforrnatron q'stcm Chma's boomrng cconoml' allowcd for

grcatcr multrplicrty m rts mcdra coveragc Thc growrng Chrnesc dcmand for rnformatron

forccd thc authontics to makc morc flexiblc thcr control o\cr medla In thc past. only state

agcncics could own mcdla ln Ch1n4 bul today thcre rs lncreased pubLc/pnvate ownershrp

It has also been obscrvcd dunng analysrs that Chma talics vcry carcfr stance on mtcmahonal

rssucs. Cluna aluays took a ncutral pos(lolr on wor]d conflrcts and rssucs. calhng upon thc

conccrncd partlcs to show rcstiarnt and rcsolvc thcrr drfferenccs through negotlahons OIr thc

tssuc ofglobal tcrronsm and eKtremlsm, Chrna has. howcver. adoptcd a clcar cul posturc. that

rs colsonatrcc with that of thc intcmational commuruty as lt ttself faccs thc mcnace rn rts

wcstcm rcgions ofXrnJlang and Uyghur provtnces.

Analysis ofthis smdy showed that the Pashto Scrtlce of Chna Radro Intemauonal vcrv much

focused lts transmrssron on world-wrde dtplomatrc engagcmcnts. [tcmattonal affarrs. global
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cconotuc actrvrtrcs and busrncss matters It also conccntrarcd on broadcast ofncws relating to

tlose mattcrs and engagcments. rn wllch Chma rcmarned mrolred on r[temahonal fronl

espccrally rn cxchangc of hrgh levcl forcrgn vrslts. rntemallonal sumrnrts and confcrenccs,

bilalcral agrc€me[ts and multrlatenl trcaucs, day to day firncuorung of thc U N Sccunty

Councd, forergn rnvcstrncnt, rmports & cxports. tradc partnerslups and other rclatcd mafteB

Thc kcy obJcctive bchrnd thrs strateg] secms to portray Chrna as a soft powcr m lhe Asra-

Pacrfic regron as well as on fic global level

5.5 Limitetions of thc Study

Duc to constarnt of trme and matenal rcsourccs, thrs stud) was reduced to the content

analysrs of news stoncs and dlscouse andysls of commc[tanes whlch wcrc broadcast fiom

the Pashto Senicc ofChrna Radro IntemaioDal (CRI) from l5'December 2013 to 3ln March

2014 Thc pcnod ofanal)'src (universe of the studl') was mercly four months Only four maln

catcgories i c. Paklstan, Afghanstan. Chrna and Inlcmabonal covcragc wcre sclcctcd for

lN'eStlgatlon.

Though CRI rclays programmcs ltr 66 dtffcrcnt [tematlonal languages covcnng latcst global

ncws, sports, wcather. cultural events, busness ctc . but only thc ncus rtems of CRI Pashto

Scn'rcc with rcspect to abovc mctrtioned four categoncs. were anallzcd The study was also

lmrtcd ro tbe CRI Pashto Servrcc listcncrs and rcadcrs ofrts wcb page who resde rn Pakrstan

and AfghanBtan Howevcr. thc rcsults represcntcd the trcnds rn thc Chrna Redro

Intcmational's oycrall broadcast poltcy and gcneral forergn outlook and cxerral posturc of

thc statc govcmmc and thc People of China
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5.6 Implication

Medra rescarch rs a dcvclopmental proccss As the fack and modc of mcdta and

commumcation rs vcry fast and mulflfaccted, therefore rescarch ln thts ficld ls very complex

phenomcnon. Affcr each and evcry study. new findtngs and conclusrons are occurred Mosr of

studics pstaning to medra and commuocabon havc bccn conducted rn thc USA and a few rn

thc Westem countrles, bul now mcdra rescarch work has also spread rnto thc rcst parts of tbe

world. Thc rcgloD compnsrng Afgha stan and Pakrstan o'rrls a spcclal geo-strateglc

lmportancc Wc sce the prcsencc of lntemanonal actors in thls part of the uorld Nou thc

newly cmcrging world powcrs are also taklng mtcrest rn tlxs rcgron

Thrs study was supposed to drg out a brt about thc future plans and mtcrests of Chrna in thc

rcgron It drscovcred that what R?c of contcnt rs berng passcd on to Pashto spcakmg

audrcnccs of Pakistan and Afghanrstan Morcovcr, no spccrfic study has becn camed out rn

lhis partrcular area so far This study certarnly led a brt Io\ ards some new findrngs

Furtbemorc, audrontres ofthc Chrna Radro Intcmatronal can bencfit from rcsults ofthrs work

to makc onward polcres, m partlcular to thc Pashto Serucc

Addrtonally, acadcmlc rescarchers can use this srudy as rcfercncc matcnal in futurc rn such

rclc1'ant studlcs Addlronally, society at largc can look at tlus study to sec how thc Pashto

Sen'icc of Chrna Radro Intematlonal .cponcd about thc rssucs of Afghamstan. Palostan,

Chrna and thc globe In gcneral, the currcnt study is bencficEl to thc broadcastrng ndustry

ard socleq at largc Its results arc notcworthy bccause the mcdla orgafizahons havc

substahtal power to affcct the outlook of public It proudcs lmportant findrngs about thc

relationshrps betwecn the covemgc and rssucs of Afghanrstar. Pakistan. Chrna and thc world

r02



5.7 Recommendations

Kecpmg in mind rhe analysrs a.nd findrngs of thrs srud). thc undcr-mentloned

rccommendations arc proposed

I For radio brcadcast to a ccrtam rcgron and a spcclfic targct audrcncc, thc agenda

sctting. gatc kccprng and frammg thconcs arc ncccssary requrrcmcnts for mcdta

organratloDs. Thcy should. howcvcr. also consrdcr the socro-polrtrcal & cultu al structure.

local rcqurrcmcnts and ovcr all socro-ps)'chologrcal mmdset ofthe nahvc populace

2 Thc global mcdia, should marntarn. a balancc m broadcast of local, regronal and

lntcmatronal rssucs and subjccts Peoplc arc vcry much inclned and kccn to know about

issucs of thcr surroundrngs

3 Mcdra cstablshments should appropnatcly covcr thc rssues of concem to the

populatron of thc slrccrIic rcgron It has bccn obscn'cd in tll]s research study that although

rntcmatronal broadcasters grvc ample space to the natronal and mlematlonal rssucs ald

maftcrs m their broadcast, but thcy oftcn ovcrlook thc rcal rszucs and problcms ofrhc homc-

grown publlc (target audrcnce) by givng thcm vcry mcager coveragc

4 Today's mcdra coveragc nccds a balancc, oblccttvc and rndcpcndent reportmg A

balanccd covcragc hcrghtcns and sohdrfics credrbrlrty of thc mcdra Uncvcrl brascd and

onc-srdcd rcportagc crodcs rcliabrlrty and intcgnry of mcdla Thc pnncrpal and fundamemal

Joumalistrc standa.id ofobjectlviq and lmpartiality should bc obscncd by every medra sct up

ln lts tluc spint.
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5.8 Arces for Futurc Rcscarch

Tlus ls thc first cvcr study rcgardmg covcragc of the Afghanlsta.D aDd Paklsta[ by the ChrM

Radio Intcmatronal (CRI) Pashto Scrvlcc It ls a preludc to a numbcr of future relatcd rcscarch

projects Mass media rcscarch has shown a constant go$'th m Pakrstan cspeclall) aftcr 2000

Scholars can furthcr drscover new panorarnas in thctr rcscarch projects ofr the basrs of thrs

study Thrs work mlestlgatcd thc contcnt of sound (audro) medra on thc basls of contcnt that

wcrc posted on tlc CRI web-srtc ln text format. Avarlabrho' of many (forcign & local) radro

and tclcvlslon channcls offers nurncrous opportu[tcs for Lkewrse rcscarch projccts

Pnmc ltrltltatron of tlus stud,v ls that lt only Evcstrgated broadcast contcnt of the CRI Pashto

Scn'rcc whrch $as catcgonzcd into the covcragc of Afgharust n. Pakrstan- Chfra and

Intematro[al. A srmrlar pro.;cct mey bc inluatcd on tllc comparatl'c stud) of two or more

drffcrcnt languagcs scmccs of CRI Radro out of its 66 forergn scn'rces Resear-ch cal be

madc oD two local rado charmels or two Tv channels or onc radro and one TV Statron

Longirudinal rescarch pro.;cct can also bc conducted on thc relatlonshlp of thc broadcast

contcnt oftwo medla channcls Public and pnvate mcdn agenda ofa statc mcdta channel and

a pnvate channcl over a specrfic rssuc lftc thc 146 August 2014 Poltlcal Long Marchcs of

Pakrstan Tal[eek-e-Insaf (PTI) ald Palcstan Awamr Tahrcck (PAT) may also bc rnvcstrgatcd

Thls study was conductcd on tlc basrs of thc broadcast conlcnt of an mtcmarronal medn

"Pashto Sc cc of Chm Radlo Intcmatronal". Hundreds of local & forergn FM. Medrum

Wavc Radro Stations, TV chamcls. ncwspapers, Magazrnes and penodrcals are also avarlablc

for invcstigation Thct mcdia agcnda, gate kccprng pnncrplcs and farrrung tcchruqucs can

also bc cxamincd and rcported rn somc fuhrrc rcscarchcs Only sky ls the Lmrt ln tl[s rcgard
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