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The award ceremonies are one of the most celebrated events in the world as the most prestigious

events3.

The most recent events; 86" and 87" academy awards show the long history of the events since
their inception in the 1929. The 86™ academy was held at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles
which was held at a time considered late which was determined strategically so as not to clash
with the Winter Olympics which was to be held in Sochi Russia®. The latest and most recent; 87"
academy was held in the month of February, 22™ of 2015. The award ceremonies are given for
the proceeding years in honor of the film and cinematic successes. For instance, the movie 12
years a slave was a 2013 movie but was awarded in 2014 at the 86" award ceremony of the
Oscar’s. The 87" ceremony was the 2947 milestone of the Oscar’s that have been awarded since
inception’. The first audience ever was 270 people in the 1929 event. The cost to attend at the
time was $5; however, the ticket cost has increased over time to $69 in 2015. The first ceremony
also saw the award of about 15 statuettes as artists, directors and other key participants in the
film sectors. Also, while the event lasted for about 15 minutes at the time, the event goes for up
to 3 hours in 2015. Many other changes have been seen over time. Previously, the names of the

winners were made public through mass media a month to the ceremony. In the second event

held in 1930, and subsequent ceremonies, the names were made public through the newspapers

at 11.00 PM on the same night of the awards. This also never lasted long, it had to be changed in

3

W5

* http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2013/01/04/the-oscars-films-possibly-in-line-for-cinemas-most-
prestigious-award/, retrieved 19" August 2015
“https://web.archive.org/web/20130401213550/http:/www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/sns

-rt-film-oscars201412n0ch 1d5-20130325.0,4480470.story, retrieved 19™ August 2015

® http://www.oscars.org/oscars/statuette, retrieved 19" August 2015.
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agrees that the nomination of the celebrities and winners does not go through a fair process. He
suggests that massive rigging takes place in the academy. Also, only the big budget films win
and small budget films have no chance to even feature at the academy. This has been proposed to
promote restrictions on websites, social sites, ad campaigns and extra screening times as a way
of discrediting other movies. For instance, movies such as 12 years a slave has been branded
historically in accurate, others like Gravity have been criticized for awkward physics and others
castigated for promoting antireligious themes against the Catholic’s. It has also been shown that
the industry is fuelled by politics, promotion of the movies require huge investments of money.
Without the money, the chances of winning an award are very slim. Watching Oscar’s has also
been associated with watching political elections and being rigged openly. This is despite the

verdict of the people’.
2.4 Award boycotts

Sevéral people have been able to boycott their awards for various reasons. The first ever boycott
was recorded in 1935 by Dudley Nichols. He refused to accept the Oscar’s award because of the
conflict between the academy and Writers Guild. Aﬁother artist George Scott also did the same
in 1970 as the best actor in the 43th académy cérerﬁony. Marlon Brando was the third to refuse
the award citing mistreatment and discriminations of the Native Americans. This has been an

indication of the politics in the academy which the main contention for this discussion.

® http://buguad.com/2014/03/03/the-anatomy-of-award-shows-behind-the-curtain-of-the-oscars/,
retrieved 19™ August 2015
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2.5 A fair Jury process

Studies have been done on the ability to be able to provide a true prediction of the academy
awards by analysing the tweets on social media. Internet is now an important infrastructure to
allow for the diversity of opinion and allow the people to mention cases of considerations. It has
also been demonstrated that the main goal of the internet is to allow people to aggregate and
share their thoughts about a subject matter. This has been suggested to be the wonder of
aggregation which indicates that the decisions made by a number of people may be conceived to
be more accurate compared to decisions made by individuals. This theory has been proved to be
indeed true, crowd has always been and will always be a good predictor of an event for which
the same nominees will win and be awarded through the social interaction between friends and
crowds of people. The same is also possible with the Oscar’s (Ghomi et al., 2013). It has been
noted that during the Oscar’s events, more than 200 countries participate in the process through
various ways, over the social networks and on twitter; this becomes a hot trending topic before
and during the broad casting sessions. Despite the secretive voting, membership of about 6000
people as of 2012 maintained by the academy for motion pictures and arts, the public is still the
best voting blocks. Criticism over the voting block maintained by AMPAS has been a major
concern. Aspects of bias on gender, race and sexuality have been raised over the years. Boycotts
have been staged by winners of the awards over mistreatment and discrimination by the native
Americans. While some of the winners have been very vocal on their perception and attitudes
towards the awards in the academy. In addition, editors of the AMCs have also been very critical
of the nature of the awards given by the academy, he suggests that the critical worth, artistic
vision and culture, innovativeness of many of the films are not considered and given the same

voting rights in the academy. Other ways of making money through the Oscars has also been
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demonstrated in many occasions, only movies with significantly big budgets will make it through

the academy, through the money making formula and many other claims.
2.6 Election forecasting models

The wisdom of crowds has always thrived and surpassed the votes of a select few in any election
process. Many models have been developed and allow prédiction (forecasting) of the results
(Campbell and Gerand, 2000; Saunders, 1991). Some forecasting models have been designed to
determine the vote intentions using the polls collected on a monthly basis (Saunders, 1991,
Whiteley, 1979). Others have the capability of forecasting the vote (Mughan, 1987, Belanger et
al,, 2005; Whiteley, 2008; Whiteley et al., 2011). Re-election of incumbents has also been done
before. Citizen expectation can also be used as a method of forecasting the winners in an election
process. This has been tested in Britain and the voters in Britain have often predicted correctly
the winner in any election process (Lewis-Beck and Stegmaier, 2011). According to this study,
the same can be done on Oscar’s awards by allowing public participation through various
mechanisms as social media, and other voting platforms with the capability of accurate

aggregation of results. This method is referred to as the Wisdom of crowds.

The wisdom of the crowds is that is allows for the making of aggregated judgements which is
very smart compared to the smart person (Larric-and Soll, 2006). Many other studies support this
line of though (Surewicki, 2004). Recent publications have also been captured to reflect this
opinion (page and Shapiro, 1992). Many people have been associated with non-attitudes while
the public opinion is the best response for any political process. It has also been argued that
many of the responses provided by many of the people sum up the errors and cancel one another

allow for the making of the true opinion.
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Despite the strong support for the miracle of aggregation, there are critics who hold that use of
groups will be able to cloud the judgement of the individuals. Dangers of group think tanks has

also been postulated by Janis (1982), and Hart (1994).

Similarly social scientists on the other hand have demonstrated the dangers of “herd behaviour”
(Chamley, 2004). It has been associated with sequenced characters whereby, when the first
person is allowed to make a mistake, the whole group is directed to making mistakes enabling

the wrong decision making process.

On the other hand, Condorcet’s jury theory suggests that when the probability that a member of a
group will be able to vote for the correct alternative is greater than 0.5, the probability of the
correct majority vote will increase as the number of voter’s increase towards infinity (Condorcet,
1785). The same has also been suggested to be true when a person votes for the incorrect
alternative. The main assumptions of this theory are that every member has the same probability
of being correct, and that there is significance independence of every member. Above all, the
decision is binary. Recent generalization of the theory have conceptualized the-theory to hold
true even when the not every member of the decision making process does not hold the same
probability of making a correct decision, but if he has a probability of making a correct decision
is more than 50% (Grofman et al., 1983). Other studies have proved that the jury theorem will be

true in correlation of the votes between members in terms of their votes (Eastlund, 1994).

Another school of thought has suggested that the use of centralized election forecasting model
may miss the unique features that may be vital in forecasting of the elections results. On the

other hand, statistical models may not be able to incorporate all the variables and attributes since

0
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societies and Oscars provided the best of the specialized awards. Above all, the awards that were
provided correlated very well with the rating of the guilds; the correlation was even more with

pictures, direction, screenplay and acting.

It has always been the understanding that the Oscars are based on the respect of prima facie
authority. This is as a result of the -hundreds of judges of experts in the variety of cinematic
creativity and achievements. However, the growing criticism has shown a considerable amount
of political manoeuvres, ad campaigns and other events that count in arbitrary events (Holden,
1993). Alternative suggestions of the winners have therefore always been provided after the main
event of awards and this puts the integrity of the whole process in doubt. Awards have also been
provided by the critics of the academy through the various organizations such as the national
society of Film critics and the New York films critics’ circle which started in 1935 as an
opposition for the academy awards. Other companies such as the Hollywood foreign press had
also launched their own movie series which eventually would come to broadcast their own

ceremonies.
2.8 Impact of criticisms

This criticism made against the Oscar’s, are they valid? Is it an indication of the worthlessness of
the Oscar’s awards and do they represent the less worthiness of cinematic creativity and
achievements? Other people may wonder whether the criticisms are a representation of the

provincial or politically un-decisive and uninformed opinions of the academicians.

It is a wonder no data has been published to determine the role of politics in the award of the
Oscars. Most of the studies have addressed the prediction potential of the Oscars with the respect

to the known criterion.
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On the question of merit of Oscar’s awards and nominations; it is often argued that the processes
involved are limited in the nature by which they are not designed to yield an optimum outcome.
This has been achieved by the use of the members of specific categories in the branch of the
academy. For instance, only directors may be used in the selection of candidates for a special
category unlike the others. While it is the best decision making structure, bias may not be
completely eliminated from the process due to the absence of the checks and balance in their
among the membership through a random process regardless of the branches they belong to and
hence believed that the process is legitimate. Similarly, the contingency of the process of using a
population that is less informed of the process than in the use of the nomination serves an
important check on the excess of the powers of the experts during the screening processes. Only

this view has suggested the cinematic accomplishments and credibility of the award process.

2.9 Why do developed countries need more awards

The word award is coined from a Greek and Roman word; Phaleristics. This has been developed
as a huge literature that is mainly focused on the orders, decorations and medals. [t has also been
shown that the name is very highly oriented in history. It is associated with the presentations of
the legal rules and. regulations and they also come along with isolated facts associated with
particular awards. For instance, Orders of the Bath and Galloway’s (1972) was given to Saint
Micheal and Saint George. Other orders are mainly given in Britain and provided by Phillips
(2004) and House of commons (2004). The most number of awards in history focus on art and

culture (Ginsburgh 2003, 2005). This has been widely captured in the academy awards in film.
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This has also been pointed out that it serves as a starting point for theories, epics and novels,
social descriptions and political accounts which have an influence on the people on its customs,
minds and destiny in the future. The same themes have been widely covered in the movies

(Edward, 1977).

This study borrows the use of orientalism and the application of orientalism in the Oscar’s
academy as a way of promoting their values positively while painting the third world countries
negatively in a way that paints a picture of the third world countries as a hot bed of violence
“Rwanda genocide”; civil wars as in the movie “Strike back™; impunity in the case of “Rise and
fall of Idi Amin”; dirty and poor societies “Slum dog millionaire” and gender violence against
women in the movie “Saving faces”. All these are cxamplés of orientalism since the west is

shown as a home where not any of this wrong culture and practices.
2.15.2 Impact of orientalism in Movies

Orientalist is captured as a historical phenomenon which is captured as a way of thought, a
current problem facing the third world countries. It is also promotes material reality. This can be
used in the expression of racism and other aspects of segregation’s present in the current society.
According to the orientalism theories, in the movies, most of the content produced will be used
in a manner that will treat the local subjects in a way that will be damaging as calculated in the
movies and even spoil other interest in the country du_e to the negativity created as promoted by

the imperial interests (Edward, 1977).
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CHAPTER -3
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter contains research methodology to be used for the study. The research methodology
gives details regarding the procedures used in conducting the study. The research design, the
population of the study, sample design, data collection and analysis methods are expounded on

below.

3.2 Research Design

The study was carried out through a qualitative analysis of all the movies that have been awarded
in the last five years. The assessment was based on content analysis and its relations to orientalist
political theory as a way of promoting distinguishing features between the developed countries
and the developed nations. All movies awarded in the year 2010 till 2014 were considered for
this study. Each of the movies was assessed and analysed for special cases of political
association with orientalism. The findings from the analysis will be discussed and reported

descriptively.

3.3 Population of the Study
All Oscar’s awarded for movies from 2010 to 2015 was considered as the population of the
study. This consists of 57 movies that have been nom'inated and award an Oscar’s in any of the

categories of the awards in the academy.
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with the father. This causes a heated debate with the Nader and asks Termeh to leave with her.
Nader asks her daughter to tell her mother to come back to the house and that he will pay Razieh
and Hodjat if she thinks he is guilty. Termeh however leaves the house with her mother and as
the cars moves away; Nader fills contented that he has the trust of her daughter who knows that

he is innocent.

The payment is eventually consummated in the presence of everyone including the Hodjat’s
creditors at the Razieh and Hodjat’s home. Nader is however still troubled by the cause of
miscarriage of Razieh. Nader goes ahead and writes a check but asks Razieh to swear on the
Qur’an that his actions were the one that caused the miscarriage. Even as Hodjat try to urge her
to swear, she does not want to get to the point of swearing since she believes it is a sin to swear
v»_'hich could endanger their daughter. She becomes dejected but Hodjat breaks away while
hitting himself violently while storming out of the home. Eventually, Nader with holds the
money and he does not pay them eventually. Later towards the end of thg movie, i‘n the family
court, Nader and Simin find themselves in court filing for divorce; all of them have put on
moming clothes suggesting that the father had passed on. The divorce application is granted as
permanent separation. Termeh is asked on which parents she would like to live with, she
suggests that she has a decision but will only reveal it once the parents are out in the hallway. At
this point, the separation becomes clear when Nade_:r and Simin are seen out in the hallway and
separated by a glass. It remains to wonder what separation was all about, we are left in suspense

of the decision of Termeh, and how the whole decision ended up.

Indeed, this was a good thrilling movie. But for the Oscar’s awards, among the other movies, it

can be noted that the theme is about Muslim culture and religion, marriage and divorce, women
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4.2.3 The help

Thisisa movié presenting the black woman spending her life as a maid in raising the children of
white families. This happens after her son dies in an industrial accident. She is employed by the
Lee fold family and takes care of the children of Elizabeth Leefolt, who is a young woman
suffering from post-partum depression. The woman is not able to récognize her daughter except
only when she is punishing her. The best fried to the movie actor is Octavia spencer who features
as an outspoken black maid that worked for a different family; Hilly brook’s mother to the point
that they have bonded very closely with each other. However, Minnie hot tempers are well
tolerated as a result of her perfect cooking skills. Another person, Eugenia called Skeeters is an
independent young white woman that gets back to the family plantation after clearing university
of Mississippi to find that her beloved maid since her childhood; Constantine has quit her job
while she was away in school. To her understanding, Cohstantine may not have quit without

letting her know and later, it comes to her realization that she was fired by Skeeters mother.

The distinction of the social classes also comes up in the movie. Skeeters social groups were
busy looking for husbands in the university when sweeter was busy in schools working to get a
double major degree and was still very single. Her only inspiration at the moment was to getto a
successful writing career. She finds a job as a columnist for a local paper as a beginning of his
career in life. She latters asks Elizabeth is the black maid could help her in answering the letters,
permission is later granted from Elizabeth and the black maid also agrees. Spending time with
the maid, Skeeter realizes the attitude of his social groups towards the socialite female friends to

their help. Later, she also learns about the Hillv’s Home help Sanitation Initiative which
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proposes a mandatory separate toilet for the black domestic helps because they can different

diseases than the white people.

This becomes a good idea for Skeeter in writing a book about the relationship of the white and
black maids. She also learns that most of the children brought u by the black maids develop a
different prejudiced attitude towards their parents as they grow older. However, the maids find it
difficult since they are afraid of the consequences from their employer. The black maid Aibileen
eventually accepts. Minnie is also fired by Hilly s after being found using the quest bath as had
been instructed by Mrs. Walters. She was to get out into the tornado weather and use the outdoor

toilet.

Hilly also makes it very hard for Minny to find work by saying that she had stolen from her.

Consequently, Minny’s daughter is forced to quit school to look for work as a maid

Later on, Minny finds work but with a working claés out cast Celia Foote who gets married to a
wealthy socialite. The socialite happens to be the ex-boyfriend to of Hilly who she never got
over. Later, Celia finds out that she is pregnant and because of her sweet disposition, ignorance
to the social caste, and exuberant personality, she, Celia is clueless on how she is supposed to
treat Minny as an employee in her house. She would from time to time join Minny in the Kitchen
to be taught how to cook and they would share a meal while encouraging one another and

advising each other on how to manage and hundle bullies that each of them encounter in life.

This strengthens the bond between Celia and Minny. However, Celia gets a miscarriage and
informs Minny that the marriage between her and Johnny was as result of the pregnancy, and

now the baby was lost in a month later. It also emerges that this was not her first miscarriage, it
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Minny had once retaliated for being fired and the impact it had on her reputation by baking her
own chocolate pie for Hilly and adding her own excreta to it. This was a strategy of making Mrs.
Walter distant from it. Hilly ate two pieces of the pie before Minny revealed what was in the pie.
This for the first times reveals the joyful laughter of Mrs. Walter which made Hilly lock her

away in convalescent home.

According to Minny, including this part to the story referred to as the terrible awful, will be able
to keep the many maids safe from retribution. She adds that Hilly would rather die that have it
known that she was subject to the terrible awful act of Minny. However, she would use her

influence to ensure that it is never known that the act never took place in-the Jacksons home.

To Skeeter, this was a good story line which she includes in the draft and adds another twist in
the story involving Constantine. This is used a weapon against her mother to confront her for the

truth.

According to Charlotte, everything happened in the lunch hour with DAR. Constantine’s
daughter Rachel came and disobeyed Charlotte’s order of not entering the house through the
kitchen door. To serve as an example, Constantine is fired by charlotte and orders hers and
Rachel to leave. Rachel takes the initiative of taking Constantine to Chicago where she

eventually dies.

The trio decides that the book is published anonymously so as to protect the reputation of Skeeter
and her maids that helped in the development of the book. The books publishing becomes a
success and the royalties are shared with the maids. Stuart becomes aware of the book and its

content later on and he felt deceived, this leads to the separation with Minny.
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Latef as well, Minny makes a confession of the terrible awful act to Celia and now understands
why Hilly had always been manipulative as she was. Assuming that all was going to be safe with
the book, Hilly becomes very angry when a contribution from Celia is made to the one of the
Hilly’s charitable “Two Slice Hilly”. Hilly later gets drunk, and becomes very humiliated and is

spoiled for a good fight. She drives to Skeeters home so as she can be able to confront Skeeter.

When Hilly gets to the house prepared to attack on Skeeters hippie ways to charlotte, she finds
charlotte sitting on the porch. In fact, charlotte was commending on her haggard appearance and
in facts adds that she must have been eating too much of the pie. This was big blow to Hilly,
indicating that Charlotte already had information of the terrible awful acts which had been
written about. Shocked by the words, Skeeter kicks her off her house and property. This serves
as a reconciliation point for Skeeter and charlotte and he also goes on to praise her spirited
daughter who is also just as extra ordinary and was quite admirable. He emphasizes that this is
more especially when she receives a call intended for her mother from Elaine on being offered a
job in publishing. This allows charlotte to offer Skeeter help on the preparation of moves that

will be able to transform her and move from Jackson to Manhattan.

Celia on the other hand assumes that she has been deceived by her husband on bring Minny to
assist her in the doing of the house chores. Johnny later comes up the drive and Minny is walking
with groceries from buying. She however runs away assuming that Johnny will be angry with
him. However, he is able to catch up with her and while on-foot and he opens up that he knows
she has been working there all the time in addition to knowing about Celia’s multiple A
miscarriage. He also recognizes that once Minny has arrived ‘at the home, Celia’s health had

become better for which he is always grateful.
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Johnny offers a helping hand to Minny to the house on which she is surprised on the full table of
food that has been prepared by Celia from lessons Minny has offered her all the time they have
been together. On the other hand, Minny is informed that jenny and Celia that she will work with
them as long as she wants. Consequently, Minny finds the comfort of leaving her abusive

husband and comes to leave with the Johnny and Celia.

At the end of the movie, he lean that Hilly is gone to her old ways since there is no evidence to
link Aibileen and to get her imprisoned for her bad practice and without letter her Terrible
Awful. She instead tries to frame her for stealing a loaned silver cutlery. Aibileen sticks to her
ground while Elizabeth tries to forget and allow all the issues pass. Eventually, Hilly exerts more
pressure to Elizabeth until she decides to fire Elizabeth’s. As for Aibileen, this has become the
turning point for her since she has been hideous, selfish, arrogant and believes she can control
everyone. She believes she is a godless vindicated woman that has never had her own peace.
Hilly feels the strength of the words of Aibileen and she feels breakdown and defeated. Aibileen
talks to Elizabeth daughter Mobley with all that she has said and all her charges and leaves for a

new better life hoping to one day become a writer and tell better stories.

In summary, this is a conflict between the blacks and the white. While the blacks can only
qualify to work as maids, the whites have blue collar jobs in well-defined profession as writers,
journalists and many other reputable professions. The maid stick around the house following
rules set by the masters in a master slave relationship. It is well known thét blacks have always
been treated as slaves and second generation citizens in the developed country. In this case, the
conflict escalates when the terrible Awful happens to the white family. The blacks are known to

have originated from some poor families and they would be used to do all kinds of menial jobs in
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the white families. There was also no justice for the blacks; they would be accused for almost
anything that happened in their families. They woqld also be fired at any time without getting to
have any human feelings. History has it that black came from the poor nations from third world
countries where they were traded for money to serve as slaves in the white natives homes. This
movie is therefore negative in the sense.that it demonstrates the blacks as second generation
citizens compared to the whites in the developed countries and hence the theory of orientalism is
very openly demonstrated in the movie. It however, brings out a happy ending, black maids
come to know about their rights, lessons learned and they each leave working for the white

families. They all have their own regrets and get new life for all the actors.

4.2.4 Argo

This is a movie that reflects the happenings that took place in 1979, 4™ November: This scene
brings about a conflict between Iran and the US government. Activists are seen storming the US
embassy in Tehran as a form of retaliation for asylum offered to Shah by the President Jimmy
Carter of United States of America at the time of Iranian revolution. This event sees more than
50 embassy employees taken hostage, six of them however find a place to hide in the
neighboring Canadian ambassadors home. The information is part of the top government secret
in the US department and they make arrangements on-how they can exfiltrated the employees
from Iran. The US CIA is involved in the process of exfiltration as consultants of the process.
The CIA specialist Tony Mendez finds himsélf ét cross roads when he is unable to offer
alternatives to the exfiltration exercises after making criticisms. However, he gets on phone with
his son and gets inspiration from a movie he had watched previously and this becomes a point
for his plan on making escapes plan. He suggests that they are Canadian film makers that were in

Iran scouting for places to host a science fiction.
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This leads Mendex to Chambers who is a Hollywood makeup artist that had acted on disguises
for the CIA. Chambers links Mendez with Lester Siegel. They set up a film production company,
make known their plans and set up plans of making a movie referred to as Argo, which is a

science fantasy adventure which is a star wars. This was used as cover up story.

The escapes have become very worried in the ambassador’s residence while the revolutionaries

discover that some of the staff is missing after reassembling of the embassy photographs.

Mendez later enters Iran as a producer for Argo and gets links with the six escapees. He gets
those Canadian passports and fake identity cards so as they can be able to gain access to the
security of the airports. Though afraid of Mendez plans, they still decide to go along with the

plans with the understanding that he too has risked his life to get to them.

Mendez has the operation gets cancelled as a mechanism of avoiding the planned military rescue.
This tries to use force to obtain authorization for the mission to proceed. The flight reservations
are on and flight reservations get confirmed and the call for the production company in Holly
wood is confirmed at the last minute. The team is allowed to board the plane just when the

guards uncover the problem and act to stop them in advance.

The team plays to protect the hostages remaining in Iran as the participation of the US is
suppressed, and the Canadian government takes responsib_ility while the Canadian ambassador
runs away with his wife while the operation is underway. The house keeper in Iran also runs
away to Iraq since it is discovered that he lied to the Iranians about the involvement of the

Americans. Later Mendez is awarded the star, but does not get recognized publicly until after the
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publicization of the story in 1997. All hostages were later freed in 1981 and cater is seen making

a speech on the crisis and the Canadian involvement in the processes.

This movie shows the invqlvement of Canada and US in the protection of their people. Iran on
the other hand is seen as a country that believes in violence as a way of solving disputes which is
referred to as a revolution. This portrays Iran as a country without intelligence and that has
violence which is believed to be some form of revolution. It also paints Iran as an unstable
country with violence that is not fit for the whites from developing countries such as US and
Canada. This is the reason why the US and Canada had to exfiltrated their citizens from Iran so

as to protect their citizens.
4.2.5 Django Unchained

This is a story which captures the story line of Slave trade. The movie captures the events in
Texas over in 1858,. The business was controlled by the Speck brothers, Ace and Dicky. They
drive the slaves most of whom is the African American’s on foot. One of the slaves is called
Django; he is sold off and separated from his lovely wife named Broom Hilda. Later on, the
Speck brothers meet Schultz, a German in origin, a former dentist and hunter. Schultz is asked to
purchase slaves. But Shultz is interested in finding out about the brittle brother of whom he asks
Django whether he knows of his whereabouts. Ace becomes impatient and aims to shoot Shultz
but Shultz is quicker and kills Ace and pardons Dicky at the mercy of the Slaves who shoot

Dicky in the head.
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Candie body guard Butch gets into the room hastily and points his shot gun on the two hunters,

Django and Schultz. At the same time, Candie threatens to kill Broomhilda as he explodes with
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anger. He proposes for the deal to be altered with Broomhilda taking over the Mandingo fighter’s
at the same price that had been proposed otherwise, she will be killed by him if the deal is not

accepted.

When the business is concluded, Candie insisted that the deal needs to be sealed by a handshake
for which Shultz refuse but concede later. However, he later kills Candie with a hidden
Derringer. Shultz is also killed by Butch and Butch killed by Django. This leads to a war fare
between Django and the Candie men. But Django kills most of the Candie men and only

surrenders when he realizes that Broomhilda has been taken hostage.

In the morning after the war, Stephen informs Django that he will be sold to a mine land where
he will be expected to work to his death. But as she wglks to the mine, Django proves that he is a
hunter by showing them the bill from the kill he first had. He also informs that he has a very
large bounty that has been hidden somewhere in the candyland and tells them that they will
receive most of the bounty money. This lures the escort to releése gin and offer him a pistol, he

turns against them, kills them and steals a horse and gets back to Candyland.

On returning to the plantation, he kills more of the Candie men, takes Broomhilda’s freedom
papers from Schultz pockets, bids his friend good bye and frees Broomhilda from the nearby
cabin. This turns to a tough revenge when Django kills the remaining killers and candies sisters.
The -two house slaves for Candie are released and knee caps Stephen. Django has also set

dynamite throughout the compound and both he and Broomhilda observe from a distance as the

home explodes killing Stephen and they decide to ride off together.
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On the other hand, the representatives from the confederates are rumored to be in WashingTon
and they are ready to negotiate a peace deal, this forces the Democrats and conservatives of the
republicans to be support the postponement of the vote on the amendment of the bill. Lincoln
however disagrees on the proposed move since the envoys are in not in the house and they will
never in town. This was true since he had order that they should be. locked away from
Washington. The vote is allowed to proceed and thg amendment passes narrowly with a thin

margin of two votes.

Eventually, Lincoln gets to meet with the confederates and informs them that slavery cannot be
restored since most of the countries have united in the ratification of the amendments and that the
southern states as well have reconstructed the legislatures that would oversee the ratification of

the amendments.

Later on, Lincoln visits the battlefield and he exchanges a few works with the general of the
Army. Several days later, Grand is receives General Robert Lees to surrender at the Aﬁpomattox
Courthouse. At this time, it is made known that the first lady was willing to take them to their
evening for a treat. At the same time, he speaks to Schuyler Colfax that it is time to go despite
his intent of staying. At the same time, when he walks away, he tosses the gloves away on to the
side table. However, slave grabs them and turns to see Lincoln leave till he turns to the corner
and he is gone for good. The same night, Lincoln son was watching Aladdin and Wonderful
lamps in a theatre. All of a sudden, the manager stops the play and makes an announcement that
the president had been shot; this is much to the shock of the audience. Lincoln later dies at the

Petersen House, the physician announces his death and the Secretary of State, declares that
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Lincoln now belongs to the ages. This movies ends with a flashback at the time Lincoln was

delivering the second inaugural address.
4.2.7 12 years a slave’

This is another story addressing the issue of the African American’s they went through in 1841.
The movie features Solomon Northup who is working as a violinist, married and lives with his

wife Ann. They are blessed with two children Margaret and Alonzo living in New York.

He is later offered a job by two people, Mr Brown and Hamilton as a Musician for two weeks
only if he can travel to Washington D.C. While in Washington DC, they drug him up and deliver
him as a Slave in a pen owned by Butch. He is later taken to New Orleans with many others that
have been captured. He is later helped b'y helped by a slave trader ‘Platt” known as a runaway
slave from Georgia, he is later sold to William who own a vast land full of plantations. He later

tries to win the heart of William Ford by developing a water way which can be used for

transporting logs quickly and cost effectively across a vast swamp area. This makes William to

present to him a Violin as a sign of gratitude. On the violin, Northup curves the names of his

wife and children on the violin.

Later on, there is a rising tension between the John and Northup which escalates. Tibeats tries to
attack Northup but he is over powered and beats him. As revenge, Tibeats teams up with his
friends and tries to beat and lynch him but he is protected by Fords Overseer, Chapin, but he is
given punishment when he is lg:ﬁ to tip toe for many hours. Eventually, Northup is cut down and
he makes a decision of selling him to another planter Edwin Epps as way of protecting him from

the anger of John and his team. Northup attempts to consider himself a free man but Ford does
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not want to hear any of the words and the only response is that Northup has a debt to pay” on

Northup purchase price.

While Ford was benevolent, Epp was a sadist and he strongly believes in the rights to abuse
slaves which have been biblically sanctioned. He often beats his slaves that are not able to pick
about 200 pounds of cotton every day. Epp is also attracted to Patsey, who is a female slave and
who also picks more than 500 pounds of cotton daily and repeatedly rapes her. Eventually, Epps
wife becomes very jealous and will start to frequently start mistreating her and degrade Patsey.
The only comfort is thé visiting Mistress Shaw who was a former slave and that the owner fell in
love with her and elevated her to the status of Mistress. Patsey pleads with Northup to kill her

but he refuses.

Later, a cotton disease breaks out and befalls the plantation. This m.a'kes Epp unable to work on
his farm and he releases his slaves to the neighboring plantations at the time of t_he ‘planting
season. Northup is able to win the favour of the plantation owner, Judge Turner, and he allows
him to play fiddle at the neighbors wedding party anniversary celebrations so as to be able to
keep his earnings. However, Northup returns to Epps, and uses the money to try to send a mail to

his friend in New York State and pays the overseer for this job.

Armsby the overseer agrees to be able to deliver the letter and wants Northup to give him all the
saved money, but instead, he betrays him to Epps and Northup luckily is able to convince Epps
but the letter gets burned completely. This was his only way of being able to express his

freedom.
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Eventually, Northup starts working on a constructic.m. of .a gazebo together with a Canadian
laborer called Bass. Bass is not happy with the brutality of Epps on his slaves and he expresses
his opposition. This lands him as an enemy of Epp. Later, Epp becomes very angry after learning
that Patsey was missing from the plantation. She later reveals that she had gone to get a piece of
soap from the Mistress Shaw. Epps is not convinced by her statements and forces Northup to
flog Patsey so that he does not do it by himself. Northup has no option and be agrees reluctantly

but Epps later takes the whip away and savagely lashes Patsey.

Northup destroys the violin and while working with the Canadian fellow, on the gazebo, Northup
confides that he once kidnapped Bass. He also again tries to get a letter to Saratoga Springs, but

Bass Knowing that he is risking his life, accepts to send it

One day, Northup is called by the local Sherriff who comes in a carriage with another man. They
ask Sherriff a number of questions to check if the answers match the facts of his life in New

York.

Northup later recognizes the Sherriff’'s companion as a Parker, a shop keeper he had known
before in Saratoga. Parker had come to set him free and the two people embrace one another.
Epps protests and tries to prevent the two; Sherriff and his companion from taking him away.
Just before Northup can board the coach and allowed to leave. Patsey cries out to him and they
embrace in a farewell with the understanding that he is in danger. Northup leaves the plantation

later.

After being a slave for a period of about 12 years, he has been able to restore his freedom and

returns to his -family. Just as when he was walking home, he sees Margaret with her husband,
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4.2.8 In a better world

This is a story about a developed country. Sweden and some part of Africa, south Sudan, where
there is refugee camp. Anton serves as a doctor from Sweden who commutes from his main
home town in Sweden to Sudan which is his home town. Many of the victims that he treats
while in Sudan are female patients that happen to be victims of warlord. Anton is married to
Marianne but they get separated and are struggling with the possibility of divorcing as a result of
the affair Anton had with another woman. He has two sons, Elias and Christian who had moved
to London together with his father. Claus is a new boy in school. Christian mother pass on
recently from a cancer and Christian blames the father for lying to him that she was to get well
soon at a later stage of her disease, he wanted her to die. Elias is bullied at school and Christian
comes to his defense by assaulting the bully and threatens him with a knife. Christian later offers
Elias the knife and they both tell lies to the police abp‘ut their parents and what happened at the

incident.

Some other time as well, Anton separates the younger son from another child with whom they
were fighting in a playground. The father of the child who is a mechanic dares Anton never to
touch his child and slaps Anton on the face. Anton visits the mechanic at his work place
accompanied by his children and Christian so as they can be able to solve the problem for once.
This was also to demonstrate to the mechanic that he was not afraid of him. The mechanic slaps

Anton several times in the face and while Anton does not even for one flinch from the blows.

Later, when he goes back to Sudan, the warlord comes to Anton seeking treatment of his

wounded leg. However, Anton treats him and requests that only two of his men without weapons
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him get to his best and physique. It even gets to the point that the movie cannot continue but his
passion for the movie motivates the production of the movie to its completion. This is a movie
' that serves to capture the passion of the American born fighter that makes his career as a fighter.
No politics can be suggested on aspects of orientalism in this movie since it gives the best of the
pictures of the American hard work and how that is beneficial to their success in the personal life

of individual and a country as a whole.

Alice in the wonderland is also another movie that captures the American fantasy of the English
author Lewis Carroll’s novel of Fantasy novel “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland”. This story is
captured as a cartoon story. It involvés the White Queen, Fabberwock, and Red Queen who
develop and brings new fantasies in the stories in an entertaining manner to the audience. The
scenes also features other plays as the White rabbit, Dormouse, Dodo, Talking flowers,
tweedledee and tweedledum and many other players in the movie. This is brough about as some
Y form of conflict that leads to Alice being wanted by the red queen, however, her identity is a
mystery and she is not known. She is welcomed as a quest to a home not trying to reveal her
identity. She is also sly since she finds out that the only weapon which can be used to kills
jabberwocky is locked beyond her access. A conflict later comes up when it is Knave tries to
seduce Alice and instead turns it around and suggests _that Alice seduced him. This makes the red
Queen very angry and orders that Alice should be beheaded. Alice managed to make an escape
to the back of the Bandersnatcher, runs away with the sword and delivers the sword to the white
Queen. However; Knave finds here with the sword and makes attempts to arrest her. A series of

other stories follow and Alice later returns home, and stands up with her family and pledges to

live her life in her own terms. She is taken in by Lord Ascot and allows her to be her apprentice
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in the developing of the oceanic routes to china. The story later closes when Alice prepares to set
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off on a trading ship. Absolem comes to her in the form of a blue butterfly landing on her
shoulders, makes greeting to him and goes away. This is a movie that addresses adventure and

has nothing positive or negative about the whole scenario on politics and orientalism.

The Social network on the other hand also addresses the main issues that affect the people
present mainly in the United States. The social network captures the storyline which has been
adapted from the book “The accidental Billionnaires”. This story is a tale of the founding of
Facebook; it comes with thrilling tales of sex, money, genius, betrayal and other aspects of
occurrences in the events. This story line starts with the history of the creator of Facebook Mark
Zuckerberg at the age of 19 when he is dumped by his girlfriend Erica Albright. When he goes
back to his room in the university, he writes a Blog and develops a campus website called
Facemash. He is able to hack into the universities databases and gets pictures of the female
students and allowing other visitors to rate the beauty of the female students. The traffic to the
site become overwhelming, the school database crushes the Harvard network, Zuckerberg is give
academic probation for 6 months. But the popularity of Face mash grows attracting attention
from the Harvard university upperclassmen. They invite Zuckerberg so as to work with them on
a new site called Harvard connection which is a social network site for Harvard students that are
interested in dating. Later in their interaction, Zuckerberg meets a fellow students Christy lee
who asks them to “Facebook me” which becomes captured as a new phrase that will come ‘to
impress the two. Facebook grows in popularity. and the pqpulation and networks grow to Yale,
Columbia, and Stanférd Universities. Later on, an idea is presented by the Sean Parker, a co-
founder of Napster, who makes a presentation of a billion dollar vision for the company which
impresses Zuckerberg. He also asks Zuckerberg to drop the word “The” from “The Fapebook".

Later, Parker promises to expand Facebook to two continents and in turn, he invites him to live
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During the credits, Barbie, Ken and Big Baby are making vast improvements to Sunnyside.

Woody and the toys adapt to living at Bonnie's.

&
Name Year | Awar | Nominati | Country Status Rema
d on rks
Alice in Wonderland 2010 2 3 { UK/US MDC P
Black Swan 2010 1 51 US MDC P
The Fighter 2010 2 7| US MDC P
God of Love 2010 1 1|US MDC P
Inception | 2010 4 8| US MDC P
Inside Job 2010 1 11US MDC P
The King's Speech 2010 4 12 { UK MDC P
| The Lost Thing 2010 1 1 | AUST MDC P
The Social Network 2010 3 8| US MDC P
Strangers No More 2010 1 1 { TEL AVIV ISRAEL |LDC P
Toy Story 3 2010 2 S{1US MDC P
The Wolfman 2010 | 1|1 US MDC P
The Artist 2011 5 10 | FRANCE P
-~ Beginners 2011 1 1] US MDC P
o
The Descendants 2011 1 5{US MDC P
The Fantastic Flying 2011 1 1] US MDC P
Books of Mr. Morris
Lessmore )
The Girl with the 2011 1 5 | US/SWEDEN MDC P
Dragon Tattoo
The Iron Lady 2011 2 2 | UK/FRANCE MDC P
Midnight in Paris 2011 1 4 | US/SPAIN MDC P
The Muppets 2011 1 1| US MDC P
Rango 2011 1 1| US MDC P
The Shore 2011 1 1 P
Undefeated _ 2011 I 1| US MDC P
Amour 2012 1 5 | FRENCH MDC P
Anna Karenina 2012 1 4 | RUSSIA MDC P
Brave 2012 1 11 US MDC P
Curfew ) 2012 1 1| US MDC P
& Inocente 2012 1 1S MDC P
» Life of Pi - 2012 4 11 | US/TAIWAN/UK MDC P
Paperman 2012 1 1| US MDC P
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Searching for Sugar 2012 1 1 | UK/SWEDEN MDC P
Man :

Silver Linings 2012 1 8| US MDC P
Playbook

Skyfall 2012 2 5 | UK/US MDC P
Zero Dark Thirty 2012 1 5/U8 . MDC P
20 Feet from Stardom 2013 1 1| US MDC P
Blue Jasmine 2013 1 3| US MDC P
Dallas Buyers Club 2013 3 6| US MDC P
Frozen 2013 2 2|US MDC P
Gravity 2013 7 10 | UK/US MDC P
The Great Beauty 2013 1 1 | ITALY/FRANCE MDC P
The Great Gatsby 2013 2 2 | AUST/US MDC P
Helium 2013 1 1 | DENMARK LDC P
Her 2013 1 5] US » MDC P
The Lady in Number 2013 | 1 | UK/US/CANADA MDC P

6: Music Saved My

Y

Life

Mr Hublot 2013 1 1 | Luxembourg LDC P

Citizen four 2014 1 1 | US/GERMANY MDC P

Feast 2014 1 1| US _ MDC P

The Grand Budapest 2014 4 9 | US/UK/GERMANY | MDC P

Hotel

Ida 2014 1 2 | POLAND/DENMAR | MDC P
K/FRANCE

The Imitation Game 2014 1 8| US ' MDC P

Interstellar 2014 1 5 | UK/US MDC P

The Phone Call 2014 1 1| UK MDC P

Still Alice 2014 1 11 uUs MDC P

The Theory of 2014 1 5] UK MDC P

Everything

Whiplash 2014 3 5] US MDC P

Big Hero 6 2014 1 1| US MDC P

Birdman or (The 2014 4 9| US MDC P

Unexpected Virtue of

Ignorance)

Boyhood 2014 1 6| US MDC | P
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All the moves listed above are all associated with positive influence of the developed country in

their own way. Moreover, most of the movies as listed address matters that touch on America in
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one way of another and hence very few movies that have been acted on many other places can be
awarded. This is also another significant finding from the award of the movies in the Oscar’s
awards as noted. There is a very small chance that a movies that has been acted and produced

outside the US and more developed country can be awarded,

Moreover, it is also very expensive for the production of movies that will be able to meet the
expectation of the requirements for an Oscar’s award. On this basis, only -actors and movies
developed in the developed countries will be able to be selected as observed in this movie. Few
developing countries can afford the production of movies that may be able to get to the

anticipated budgets to compete fairly at the Oscar’s awards.
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Chapter Five

Discussion, conclusion and recommendation

S.1Introduction

This chapter addresses the discussion of the result, conclusion and makes recommendation for

this study.

5.2 Discussion

T It has been widely known that there are always some ulterior motives behind the winning of the
Oscars awards. This study has been an attempt to identify some of the awards that have been
awarded on the basis of secret agenda and is.believed that politics. has been the main force

behind the awarding of the Oscars in the academy

The main aim of this study was to determine the different political motives experienced in the
Oscar’s for the last five years. Secondly, to explore the themes of the Oscar’s beneficiaries of the
different movies based on third world countries and to finally understand the role and agenda of

the Super power’s in the Oscar’s awards.

5.2.1 Types of politics in the academy

It has been shown widely in literature that the Oscars is the most reputable awards for all the
movie actors, directors and all involved in the production processes. This reputation has been
widely protected and equally been kept a secret by the directors and custodians of the awards.

This has been evidenced by the secret voting block only maintained by the academy and who are
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never revealed by the public. It is even demonstrated that only those that have been nominated

by members who are inside are the once’s that go through the process.

The debate that the awards are a representation of the creativity and achievement in the academy
is not supported by this study findings which show much of the politics both within the US and
towards the less developed countries which have been featured in the movies demonstrated I the
results of this study such as South Sudan, Pakistan, and Iran which are all less developed

countries in the US. This notion of creativity and significant achievement is therefore false.

As to whether is. there is consensus in the cinematic achievements awards remains to be
demonstrated. Currently, evidence from this study show consensus on the influence of the
developed countries in painting the less developed countries as violent, dirty and with high
poverty levels, not safe for the people from highly developed countries. This is against the
findings that most of the Oscars offered provide more meaningful information of the

achievements.

There is no reasonal doubt that the awards at the academy are provided on the basis of Prima

facie authourity. This is because the academy has plenty of Judges and experts that have

- experience on a wide variety of the areas’in cinema productions. It is also evident from these

study findings that the authourity has been exercised with political bias towards sexual
orientation, race, and gender. Moreover, countries with less economic powers have been
sidelined due to the standards of production which go with very hefty budgets as which accounts

for the ad campaigns and many other events (Holden, 1993).
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Similarly, names of the main winners of the event are always provided after the main event and
therefore introduces suspicions on the integrity of the process in the selection of the winners of
the events. Research has also shown that the events have also been widely criticized by the other
academies such as the National Society of Film Critics. This has also been the same case with the
New York Film critic’s circle which is one of the oldest organizations after the Oscar’s academy.
New organizations such as the Holly wood foreign press have also developed their own

broadcast different from the Oscar’s suggesting the extensive conflict on the academy.

Saving faces is one of the movies that have been highly politicized. It touches on the lives of
people that are interested in making a change in their life after the suffering they have gone
through acids burns. The documentary however, escalates the magnitude of the problem and
makes Pakistan to be known as a place for acid burns. This has been demonstrated Pakistan to be
a place with serious and devastating violence against women by use of acid Burns. Falsified
statistical values are also used in in showing the nature ;md extend of the problem. This has made
Pakistan to be seen negatively by most of the people in other countries. The more developed
countries on the other hand do not present their statistics and this leaves the question on whether
this was not a political aspect in the award of the Oscars for the documentary. The Oscars has
therefore been a centre for disposition of Africa as a poor continent, unstable economically, dirty
poor enviro'nment, a region full of violence compared to the many other western countries. They
also demonstrate that third world countries are also rr;uch uncivilised and consist of people with

less decency to human life.

5.2.2 The themes of the Oscar’s beneficiaries of the different movies based on third world

countries.
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studies since only one other study has been able to address the prediction potential of the Oscar
on the basis of the known criterion established by the academy. Therefore, no previous study can

be associated with these study findings.

These study findings now present the main agenda for the Oscar’s awards. Orientalism has been
well demonstrated in this movies awarded Oscars. The developed countries create an impression
of the economically poor countries as the third world countries. These are the main themes that
have been painted for all the movies that feature a third world country. The gender imbalance has
also been very conspicuous in the academy suggesting that the process in not fair and mainly
political. Moreover, the number of blacks in the voting block is not known and often, the blacks
are always discriminated in the events leading to the award of only the white colleagues
indicating favourism in the form’ of racial discrimination. This has seen the boycott of several
artist from the event leading to massive specullation on the alleged discrimination cases in the

academy.

The agenda of the Oscars is also to award as many as the US made movies that address positive
influence on America as possible. Evident from these research findings show that most of the
movies that are awarded are produced in the US by American producers and directors casting
doubt on the integrity of the awards in the academy. It is probable that this is achieved as a result
of the use of specific numbers of people in the academy. It has been shown previously that only
directors may be used in the selection of candidates for a special category unlike the others. This
has been the structure for the decision making processes and may not be devoid of bias in the
process. They are also not subject to any forms Qf checks and balances in determining the nature

of the awards, who to be awarded and on what basis:
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It is therefore a known agenda that the more developed countries are interested in presenting the
third world countries in the negative way allowing them to paint their countries as the best, very
civilized and economically endowed and with people that uphold decency and right moral and

values that has respect for human values.

They also paint their countries as superiors and with more powers compared to the third world
countries. The sharing of the awards therefore only serves to favour their interests and agenda
allowing for promotion of what they believe is right to them while castigating all the wrongs in

the third world countries through the movies and their subsequent award.

5.3 Conclusion

This study has been able to-show that while the Oscar’s award’s is one of the most prestigious
awards that started in 1929. The trustworthiness of the Oscar’s award has deteriorated over time
leading to the loss of the credibility and integrity it deserves. It has also been demonstrated in
the literature reviewed that while it was previously open process whereby the results would be
announced some times before the main day of the awards, the process has transformed and the
names are made public after the event has been completed. This has created doubt in the process

and politics behind has been believed to be the key practice.

Moreover, the key political themes in the movies touching on the third world countries include
racism, gender violence against women, sexuality, poverty levels, political instability, civil war,
religious extremism in some of the countries especially the third world countries and many more.

The main agenda and role of the super powers has been to promote ideologies that make the third




s

I.

72

world country to be places with economically instabilities, high poverty levels, dirty
environments, indecency among the people that live in third world countries. Extreme violence
and civil strife that does not promote better human existence in these parts of the world. Hence,
there is politics behind the award of the Oscar’s in the academy since most of the movies

awarded to people from developing countries carry a negative theme in one way or another.

Above all, the political theory of orientalism has also been shown to be present by content
analysis of the movies. It has been demonstrated that there content of movies involving the third

world countries are painting those countries negative in one way or another.

5.4 Recommendation

It has been demonstrated that the contingency of the process of using a population that is less
informed of the process than in the use of the nomination serves an important check on the
excess of the powers of the experts during the screening processes. Only these views provide

better representation in the cinematic accomplishments and credibility of the award process.

Moreover, gender balance needs to be increased in the Oscar’s voting block and as well as the
management position that oversee the planning and implementation of an Oscar’s awards. This

will allow the reduction in the number of criticisms over the process.
5.5 Areas for further study
The following areas can be considered for further studies

Movies can be extended and assessed over a longer period of time of more than 5 years so

that a more expansive understanding of the subject may be well developed.
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In addition, there is need to understand the attitudes and perceptions of the Oscar’s award
winners on the politics of the awards.

A comparative study on the politics of the Oscars can be done on both the employees of the
academy and the recipients of the academy.
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