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- Abstract:

Preliminary study of the novel The Geometry of God by Uzma Aslam Khan depicts conflict
between Islam and Science. The novelist talks about General Zia-ul-Haq’s Islamisation in Pakistan
in the 1980s and banning of the teachings of: evolution in the schools. In this way the writer
develops a concept of binary opposition: liberalism vs. conservatism; free thinking vs.
fundamentalism;. reasoning vs. féith; evolutionism vs. creationism etc. This study aims to
investigate the conflict between Islam and science, raised by th'e novelist through her characters
presented to the readers as two different poles. The study also aims to analyze and discuss the
theory of evolution, presented in the novel; the concept of pure science and its conflict with
Quranic verses which are unquestionable or incomprehensible for the characters of the novel,
particularly Noman. The study tries to explore this conflict between Islam and science and to
analyze the different themes through which this conflict has been created throughout the narrative
of the novel. The study was carried out in the light of the concept of binary opposition and reader’s
response theory by making textual analyses of the novel in order to explain the nature of the

conflict created by the novelist.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Background:

Human life has always been in a process of transition. It can be divided into three main
phases: rﬁythology, religion and science. The known history reveals that mythology was
once a driving force in human life, though according to the Holy Scriptures, religion did
exist since the creation of human being. It was the religion which réplaced mythology,
although, it still exists in one way or the othér. For example, Uzma Aslam Khan talks about
the sea of ‘Tethys’! which according to Greekr_nythology is a Titaness and sea goddess,

wife of Oceanus.?

Rel.igion has alwayé played a pivotal role in human life, but modern developments in the
field of science, literature and scientific approach are posing a great challenge for most of
the religions. F or example, the theory of evolution prépounded by Charles Darwin (1809%-
1882) posed great challenges to religions. On the one hand, it was rejected by
antievolutionists such as Judge Braswell Dean of Georgia Court of Appeals, whé states:
“This monkey mythology of Da;win is the cause of permissiveness, promiscLity, pills,

prophylactics, perversions, pregnancies, abortions, pornography, pollution, poisoning, and

proliferation of crimes of all types.”* But on the other hand, it was warmly received and

! Uzma, Aslam Khan. The Geometry of God. New Delhi: Rupa & Co, 2008. p. 4

2 Danielle Hurley. WordWeb: A Lexical Semantic Web Resource. Leeds: U of Leeds, School of Computer
Studies, 2008.

3 Christopher Toumey. God'’s Own Scientists: Creationists in a Secular World. New Brunswick NJ:
Rutgers University Press, 1994. p. 94
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duly propagated by the evolutionists, like Thomas Henry Huxley, often known as

“Darwin’s bulldog”™ and some people are still firmly attached to this concept.

Some philosophers, like Immanuel Kant, are of the view that science and religion cannot
be in conflict because each one of them addresses different human needs and have nothing
to do with one another, an approach of separation.’ Stephen Jay Gould also takes the same

position in Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion-in the Fullness of Life (1999). He states:

L. do not understand why the two enterprises should experience any conflict. Science
tries to document the factual character of the natural world and to develop theories that
coordinate and explain these facts. Religion, on the other hand, operates in the equally

important, but utterly different realm of human purposes, meanings, and values.®
However, it is an undeniable fact that religion and science cannot be separated. Both,
feligion and science have a very strong common area i.e. ‘nature’, an approach of
interaction. As Muzaffar Igbal states, “So where nature is studied through scientific
metﬁods, scientific knowledge is unavoidably incorporated into religious thoughts™.” In
such a situation only that religion which is compatible with ‘established science’ will
survive. As we know that science is the study of physical and natural world through
observation and experimentation; that whatever experimentally proved is ‘established
science’. Any theory or hypothesis without observation and experimental proof cannot be

regarded as science. Therefore, a religion which corresponds to empirical facts will

* Quoted in Muzaffar Igbal. Science and Islam. London & USA: Greenwood Press, 2007. p. viii

* Ibid. - .

¢ Stephen, Jay Gould. Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life. New York: The
Ballantine Publishing Group, 1999. p. 4

" Muzaffar Igbal. Science and Isiam. London & USA: Greenwood Press, 2007. p. vii
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strengthen itself against the religion which is incompatible with the facts established by

science.

The preliminary study of the novel, The Geometry of God, indicates that neither of the two
above mentioned approaches: separation and interaction have been emp]oS/ed but the
approach of conflict has been used by the novelist which indicates a strong binary
opposition. To what extent her characters represent two different and opposing poles of
binaries? Why and what are the circumstances under which the writer adopts the conflicting
binar{es? Whetl;er Islam and science are in conflict or have conformity and compatibility
: With each other? These are the areas which will be focused on in this study in terms of The

Geometry of God of Uzma Aslam Khan.

1.2 Brief Introduction of the Novel:

Uzma Aslam Khan, through her characters, elucidates the conflict between Islam and
science. The story of the novel engages two groups of characters: evolutionists and
creationists. The former group believes in evolution, in this case, the theory of mammals’

evolution, as Zahoor, an archetype of evolutionists, asserts:

The dog-whale was beginning to reverse its adaptation. It was developing underwater

hearing. Its tail was getting bigger. It was going to lose its fur, drops its legs. And it was

happening very slowly. Over millions of years.®

While the latter group rejects the creativity of man and calls it a discovery on the part of

human beings, rather, they do not accede it to a discovery also. For instance, another

# Uzma, Aslam Khan. The Geometry of God. New Dethi: Rupa & Co, 2008. p..13
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character, Junaid rejects Zahoor’s concept of evolution when he states, “Your work on

whales is not a creation but a discovery, though you know I believe it is neither.”™

The evolutionists are shown making use of ‘aql’ i.e. reasoning while the creationists are
portrayed as passionate, emotionally. attached ;vith a set of beliefs without making use of
reason. For example, when Amal’s father makes a sort of debate with Amal’s maternal
grandfather on the alphabet ‘alif’, the former positions that ‘alif’ stands for Allah, while
the latter says that it stands for ‘aql’. Amal’s father (the creationist) is portrayed, making

no use of ‘aql’ (reasoning) to argue that the word ‘aql’ starts with the 24™ letter of the Urdu

alphabet ‘Ayin’.not ‘alif’.

Discussion like above through the narrative of the novel attracts the attention of scholars
like Zinck who considers the novel as a tension between the creationists who are waging
for radical Islam and the evolutionists who believe in rationalism. Zinck asserts, ‘It is
within this critical framework that 1 shall examine The Geometry of God by Uzma Aslam
Khan (2009), focusing on thf; tensions between radical Islam and rationalism, as well as on

poetics of dissent.’!?

The novelist has shown that the evolutionists believe in the unfixing of phenomenon, as
Zahoor states: “1 prefer a science of fluid moments. All religious moments are unfixed.”!!

While the creationist Junaid states: “And therefore man must fix them. The true believer is

? Uzma, Aslam Khan. The Geometry of God. New Delhi: Rupa & Co, 2008. p. 9

10 Zinck. Pascal. "Bones of contention in Uzma Aslam Khan’s’ The Geometry of God™." Commonwealth
Essavs and Studies. 2011. p. 2

"' Uzma, Aslam Khan. The Geometry of God. New Delhi: Rupa & Co, 2008. p. 7
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oriented in space and scheduled in time.”!*Zahoor says that he does not need to be pointed

in right direction; and that the world is his Ka’ba.!?

The novelist has created conflict between science and the teachings of the Holy Quran
through her character, Noman. First, he tries to falsify the concepts of science and
scientists, He says, “There have never been, and can never be, any discoveries because
everything is Already Known.”!* He is actually directed by his father who is a Vice
Chainﬁan of Party of Creation, to quote verses from the Holy Quran in order to falsify the
laws of science. He makes e>.(tensi\'/e use of the verses from the Holy Quran without
understanding. For example, he quotes from the Holy Quran “It is He who holds the

celestial bodies in their orbits, so that they may not fall upon the earth otherwise than by

His leave” (22:65). Noman commerits on this verse:

If an apple falls from a tree it is His will. If it stays it is His will. Which we can’t question

or understand. Delete all references to Newton and his so-called gravity.!®

These are few examples given from the novel which show how the novelist has created
binary opposition or conflict between Islam and science. The novel is replete with such
instances which will be analyzed and discussed in the chapter of analysiAs/discussion

through the tool of Reader’s Response Theory.

12 Thid.
3 Tbid.
14 bid. p. 110
15 Ibid. p. 111
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1.3 Significance of the Study:

This study is of immense value in many ways. It helps the readers understand about the
conflict between Islam and science highlighted in The Geometry_of God by Uzma Aslam
Khan through her characters. It is of grea£ help for the readers to know about theory of
evolution discussed in the novel and the reaction on the part of Pakistani society. It is
helpful for them to know how the theory of binary opposition corresponds with the conflict
established between the characte@. It benefits the readers with insight to observe through
the critical lenses how secularism is spreading in Pakistani society and how irrationally

reacted by the religious fundamental society of Pakistan.

1.4 Research Questions:

Q No. I: Why and how do the creationists, representing a certain class of Pakistani .

society, react to the theory of evolution through the narrative of the novel?

Q No. 2: How does the novelist, through the characters of the novel, depict two

different worlds: of creationists and of evolutionists?

Q No. 3: What conflicts have been highlighted between science and Islam in The

Geometry of God by Uzma Aslam Khan through her characters?
1.5 Research Methodology:

Primarily, the study is carried out in the light of the theory of binary opposition from the
perspective of orientalism. It highlights how Binary opposition between two different

groups: the evolutionists and creationists has been generated in the novel by the novelist

through her skillful and complex narrative. The research is based upon close reading and
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textual analysis of the novel through the tool of Reader’s Response Theory. It is qualitative,
descriptive and analytical in nature. Thé study is carried out by close reading of the text,
exclusively those parts of the novel which are related to the theory of evolution, science
and I’slam and where there a conflict is raised in shape of binary opposition. Such parts of
the novel have been analyzed and discussed in order to explore how Pakistani society
encounters and reacts to the new challenges posed by science to Islam, discussed by the

novelist through her characters.
1.6 Delimitation of the Study:

The Geometry of God of Uzma Aslam Khan includes numerous motifs and themes. The
novel deals with other issues of Feminism and Marxism also. But the most dominant area
of the novel is the conflict between Islam and Science. It can be judged from the quotations,
cited beneath the title of the ‘ﬁrst chapter Gareway the First: The World, given in the

following:
I believe the soul is immortal but I cannot prove it.

- IBN RUSHD (Averroes)
All nature is perverse and will not do as I wish it.

- CHARLES DARWIN

The novelist has shown Islam and Science contrary to each other thus it generates binary
opposition between the two. Therefore, the present study is delimited only to the conflict
between Islam and Science in The Geometry of God. Furthermore, it is unwieldy to cope

with all those parts of texts which deal with the same subject matter. Therefore, the most




crucial fragments with the topic concerned are selected for textual analysis and

discussion.
1.8 Topic Justification:

During the course work of MS English at International Islamic University, Islamabad, the
researcher has studied a course entitled “Islam and Post-M pd‘em ism: Philosophy, Culture
and Arts”. After studying the said course, the researcher had developed his keenness for
the challenges posed to Islam in post-moder era and how these éhallenges were responded
to by the Muslim intellectuals. The novel selected for the thesis, includes numerous
instances where contention and conflict has been shown through the characters, particularly
on the part of passionate Pakistani Muslims, instead of facing s::ien‘tiﬁc= issues moderately.
The researcher believes that the novelist has atiempted to attract the attention of the learned

Pakistani society to highlight such issues and respond to them logiéally. The researcher is

also interested to explore the motifs behind such issues raised through the narfatives by the-

author, particularly the diaspora writers of Pakistan.

—~—— . %




Chapter Two

Literature Review

2.1 Introduction:

This chapter of the study reviews the literature in four main areas where the present study
is grounded. The first area of review is the three different approaches like that of separation,
conflict and inter-action between science and religion in general, and Islam and science in
particular. The second area is to review research on binary opposition which includes terms
like cultured/uncultured, civilized/uncivilized, educated/uneducated, liberal/conservative,
secular/fundamental etc. in order to understand the discourse of the target text. The other
area of the review of literature is Reader’s Response Theory with the elements of which a
relevant theoretical framework be developed and in turn this study will be undertaken. The
last but not the least is the area of review of literature about the novelist i.e. Uzma Aslam
Khan in general, and on her skillful and complex work The Geometry of God, in particular.
The chapter concludes with a call for a new debate to identify the conflict between Science

and Islam in Aslam’s novel The Geometry of God to fill the gap in literature.
2.2 Relation between Science and Religion:

Science and Religion: The conflict between science and religion is actually a European
. phenomenon. For example, when Galileo, the father of modern science, claimed that the
earth revolves around the sun — not the other way round, the notion went against the Church

and Holy Scripture (Bible).'® The Europeans adopted different ways for the resolution of

16 Elaine Howard Ecklund. Science VS. Religion. New York: Oxford University Press, 2010. p. 3



conflict between religion and science. As a result two different approaches or models came
into being: ‘two-entity-model’ and ‘conflict model’. The iconic figures of the first model

are Kant and Gould etc. who consider science and religion two separate entities which work

in their own orbits for the fulfillment of human needs and have no concern with each other:

However, science which is taken to be an enterprise borne of the European Scientific

Revolution of the 17th century generated a series of conflict with Christianity. This conflict

was termed as “conflict model’.!” It gained credibility both in the scholarly as well as in
the popular mind. Thus, a conflict between Religion and Science took a start which
extended to other religions like Islam also. The most influential and renowned exponent of
the Conflict thesis John William Draper, claims in the preface of his book History of the
Conflict between Religion and Science that the history of science does not include
information regarding isolated discoveries rather an ongoing “conflict between two
competing powers: the power of human understanding on the one side and compaction

raised from conventional beliefs and the interests of human beings on the other side. '*

Draper school of thought is supported by scholars like Guillermo Paz-y~Miﬁo-C and
Avelina Espinosa who view that the historical conflict between religion and science is
intrinsic to the incompatibility between the belief in supernatural causation and scientific
rationalism/empiricism. They put forward ‘Incompatibility Hypotheéis’ (IH) for the

explanation of endless conflict between science and faith.!”

Y7 Muzaffar Iqbal. Science and Islam. London & USA: Greenwood Press, 2007. p. xvi

¥ John William Draper. History of the Conflict Religion. D. Appleton and Co., 1875. p.vi

1% Paz-y-Mifio-C, Guillermo & Avelina Espinosa. The Everlasting Conflict Evolution-and-science versus
Religiosity. Religion and Ethics. Ed. by Gloria Simpson and Spencer Payne. New York, NOVA Publi shers,
2013. pp. 73-97
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Ibrahim B. Syed in his article corroborates that Islam has never been antagonistic to

scientific approach of examination and experimentation.’ An ayat of the Qur’an, most
inspiring one, is quoted in support of his view point:, "And He has subjected to you, as
from Him, all that is in the heavens and on earth:.behybld, in that are signs indeed for those

who reflect."®?

The Holy Qur’an promotes scientific approach that helps in comprehending and exploring
natural phenomenon.as God’s creation. The efforts of the scientists are guided to
meaningful ends. The Holy Qur’an off and on reminds human beings to do tafakkur (to

think), tadabbur (to deliberate) and ta’qqul (to reason).”®

At a certain occasions, the Holy Qur’an employs phrases like, ‘Do they not ponder’, ‘Do
they not think’ etc. and asks human beings to investigate about such statement from those
who are well versed. The Qur’anic approach elicits invitation to logic, reason, intelligence

and rationality.5*

The encounter between creationism and evolution depicted in the novel The Geometry of
God symbolically represent the conflict between science and .religion. The novel’s
ideological underpinnings map out relationships that dichotomize- conflicts into right/
wrong binaries and discourses of self and othering. Far from subjecting the reader to an

arid confrontation between the Darwinian and Creationist/Islamist world views, the novel

® Ibrahim B. Syed. Quran Inspires Modern Science. Islamic Research Foundation International, Inc.7102
W. SheffordnLaneLouisville, KY 40242-6462, U.S.A. URL: http://WWW.IRFL.ORG
%2 Trans. DR. Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din Al-Hilali and Dr Muhammad Muhsin Khan. The Noble Quran (Surah
Al Imran, Ayat 190). King Fahd Complex, Madina, 2004. p. 676
83 Ibrahim B. Syed. Quran Inspires Modern Science. Islamic Research Foundation International, lnc 7102
W SheffordnLaneLouisville, KY 40242-6462, U.S.A, URL: http://WWW.IRFL.ORG

 Ibrahim B. Syed. Quran Inspires Modern Science. Islamic Research Foundation International, Inc.7102
W. SheffordnLaneLouisville, KY 40242-6462, U.S.A. URL: hitp:/WWW.IRFLORG
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character is presented as shy, weak, submissive, expressive, emotional and irrational being.
The discourse of a work sets mind for division of human characters and gender
discrimination in society. Through this technique, a long list of binaries is constructed
where one element is dominated by the other. The dominating elements always refer to
male while the female is always associated with recessive elements. In a similar way The
Geometry of God examines the plight of wémen in the context of modernity and radical

Islam.

To wind it up in a better way, the novel includes contrasts, tensions and conflicts
everywhere in the text. The world of the novel is the world of binaries. Khan
connotatively constructs binaries like cultured/uncultured, civilized/uncivilized,
educated/uneducated, liberal/conservative, secular/fundamental etc. in order to
streamline the bone of contention between Islam and Science in her skilfully woven story

The Geometry of God: -
2.4 Reader’s Response:

The theory of Reader’s response is centered upon the analysis and investigation of literature
on the responses of reader to the text. The theorists of Reader’s Response offer two core
beliefs: (1) reader’s role, for better comprehension of literature, cannot be omitted and (2)
that the meaning presented by text, are not passively assumed réther actively made by the

reader.’*

7 Lois Tyson. Critical theory today. New York & London: Taylor & Francis Group, 2006. p. 170,
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means of understanding the nature of actual texts”.!®’Benton’s observations and
experiences vividly indicate that reader’s response criticism is generally misunderstood
and thus much emphasis is given to the reader. Whereas the fact remains that primarily the
text should be focused on because readef-response criticism is actually a source, tool and
means of analyzing the text. Every text carries structural features and some gaps
intentionally or unintentionally left by the writer and the text expects the readers to infer
meaning from the structures and fill those textual gaps according to their knowledge, taste,
cultural background and political views etc. However, any pedagogical claim or response
on part of the reader should be examined and analyzed on the thorough and deep
understanding of the text. Thus text has a dominant place in the triangle of the diagram in

figure 1 and reader’s response theory is an important tool to deal with it.
3.3 Where to Place the Reader?

Ronald Barthes is of the opinion that readers are of two kinds: the consumers and the

readers. The consumers, according to him, are those who read for stable meaning of the

‘texts. It means that they cannot deduce the allusive and implied meaning nor can they fill

the gaps, whereas the readers, what he argues, are those who are productive in the process

of reading. Barthes calls such readers as writers and such a reading as ‘textual analysis.”'*

It is an undeniable fact that every reader is influenced by his own cultural context and thus
reads from his own perspective. However, the actual reader who is termed here as ‘implied

reader’ is someone who point out and bears the ability to bridge the gaps. Nodelman states,

102 M, Benton. “Reader’s-Response Criticism” in International Companion Encyclopedia of Children's
Literarture (2"). Ed. Peter Hunt., London: Routledge (2004) pp.122-23
193 Ronald Barthes. “Theory of the Text” in Untying the Text. Ed. Robert Young. (1981a) 31-47 pp. 43,44
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“[all] text imply in their subject and their style the sort of reader most likely to respond
positively to them”.!* The implied reader is a textual construction and juxtaposes his

cultural knowledge in the real world by the means of reader’s response theory.
3.4 Where to Place the author?

Critics and theorists differ in views and opinions about the role of an author in a literary
text. Post-modern and post-structuralist theorists such as Ronald Barthe§ and Michel
Foucault challenge the notion that a text belong to any particular author. Barthes argues
that it is language that speaks, not the author. Thus, for Barthes, the meanings are exppsed
and determined by the language of the text.'”” Foucault warns the reader not to keep in
mind even the name of the author whilé interﬁreting a text because it might affect the value
of his interpretation.' However, Foucault’s warning makes it clear that the role of the

author in the text cannot be entirely neglected.

An implied author like an implied reader is considered as textual construction. He is the
bearer of ideology pertaining to the text. The implied author projects the real author. His
survival and existence is only possible within the ideology and knowledge which the real
author is aware of. That the implied author and the real author can be congruent or
otherwise is difficult to decide. However, the fact remains that the author, whether implied
or real, portrays his own world view which will be attempted to zoom in through reader’s

response theory.

19 Perry Nodelman. The Hidden Adult: Defining Children Literature. Baltimore: John Hopkins University
Press, 1996. p.18

. 19 htip://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Author retrieved on 25 Oct, 2014,

1% Ibid.
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3.5 Brief Summary of Theoretical Framework:

Before summing up the theoretical undercurrents, Abram’s diagram is modified by
graphical representation in figure 2 regarding the position of text, author, reader and the

universe. The diagram of graphical representation is given below:

- ~a Universe 7T TS
/’ N /’
I/ Perceived \\ I/ Perceived
{ Universe \ / Universe
'. ) | Toxt | )
\ / \ .
\ / \
~ 7/ ~

Figure 2 — An illustration of the positions of author, text, reader and the

universe.

In the above illustrated diagram the three elements: author, text, and reader derive meaning
from the universe. The diagram shows the respective perceived universe of the author and
reader within the external larger universe. It makes it clear that every individual has its own

unique way of perceiving the universe and that no one can claim of having all knowledge

47
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about the universe. Even if there are two individuals from the same cultural background,
they will perceive the universe by their own manner and thus their experiences will be

different.

The perceived universe of the author as weil as of the reader constantly interacts with the
external larger universe. Their universe (perceived) is always constructed and
reconstructed by the all occurring variations or changes in the universe. This foregrounds
the dynamic nature of the acculturation and culture. It also highlights individual’s cultural

experiences that cannot be stabilized.

The arrows in the diagram connect the author with the text and text with the reader and
vice versa. The author 'is someone‘who prqdaces the text within the perception of his/her
external larger universe or his‘her own perceived universe. But once it is created or
produced then according to Barthes, “the voice loses its origin, the author enters into his
death, as writing begins”.!“’The produced text becomes the part of universe as it sits in it
and the reader interacts with the texts along with the universe in general within his own
perceived universe. The reader attempts to interpret and gives meaning to the text. Thus a
reader, as suggested in reader’s response theory, actively contributes in the meaning-
production of the text. Therefore, the interaction between text and reader is shown by two-

way arrow.

Based upon the aforementioned discussion about the theoretical framework, this study is

an attempt to analyze the target text or more accurately to undertake detailed textual

197 Ronal Barthes. “The Death of the Author” in The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism. Ed.
Vincent B. Leitch. London: Norton, 2001. p. 1466
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Chapter Four

Analysis/Discussion

4.1 Background:

The Geometry of God is replete with various themes like feminism, human relationships,
puberty etc. but above all, the conflict between science and religion, particularly Islam,
may be regarded as the major theme of the novel: The conflict is developed through the
narrative of the novel by employing the motif of binary opposition. The narrative of the
novel depicts two different classes of Pakistani society: the evolutionist class and the
creationist class. The two opposite classes are everywhere shown in a state of dispute in
the novel as if they represent two different worlds. These two worlds seem to have different

approaches of their own towards the phenomenon of this world.

The narrative of the text gives the impression that the creationists of Pakistani society
always illogically and unreasonably react to the theory of evolution; and that it is against
science and scientific approach. On the other hand, the evolutionists are shown making use
of reason, intellect and loéical arguments. Why and how does the creationist class react
against the theory of evolution? How does the novelist portray two different worlds through
the narrative? And what conflicts have been highlighted are the major areas to be focused

in this study.

The study is carried out by analyzing and discussing the title of the novel the Geometry of
God, moving forward to the five chapters, each one with numerable instances of binary
opposition in terms of religion (Islam) and science. However, it is impossible to analyze

and discuss each and every syntactic unit related with the same theme. Therefore, only the
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representative of religious class, is also described in a kneeling position, but offering his
prayer, instead of working. This gives the impression that the conservative group of
Pakistani society most often engage themselves in prayer when the others undertake

laborious works.!??

Zahoor and others work until the sun dips. Amal is greatly tired. She has a bandage around
her knee. Junayd tells her that “digging in the dirt for magic rocks, is no activity for
girls”.1**The narrative gives the impression that the creationists are against girls’ (women)
working as palaeontologist, rather their sole job, according to them, is to look after kids, as
Junayd suggests Amal that if she is forced by her Nana to do the same job, she should “at
least bring a doll”. Furthermore, Junayd’s saying “digging in the dirt” is also very
meaningful, which gives the impression that the conservative class of the society considers

that looking for fossils in the rocks (theory of evolution) is a useless activity.

The theme of identity in terms of binary opposition is likewise prevalent within the family
of Noman as well. The narrative of the novel gives Noman, apparently a representative of
religious class but a prospective liberal and moderate individual, its identity through his
own mouth but he seems unwilling to give even names (identity) to his own parents. The
novelist through the character, Noman, employs words like ‘Aba’ and ‘Ama’ for Noman’s

parents, and thus snatches their identity to be called them by their names.

The novel portrays Noman’s father as an indecent, uncultured, uncivilized, barbarous,
careless a man, who does not know the manners how to sit; unaware of his surroundings

and uses abusive language. Noman gives the description of his father sitting at the table for

129 1hid, p. 21
130 Thid,

62
























that in the light of the evidence of the astrologists the age of eax;th is calculated
‘approximately five thousand million years old exactly’. He further adds that the Holy
Qur’an approves and praises this knowledge in Surah Al-Fatir: “In the mountains there are
streaké of white and red of various shades, as well as others raven-black...... Only such
are endowed with innate knowledge stand truly in awe of God: for they alone comprehend
that verily, God is almighty, much forgiving.” The youngest boy suggests that the ‘innate
knowledge’ discussed in the Holy Qur’an might be the ‘earth science’ which helps in
knowing the mountains of many shades in Salt Range of Punjab. But the boy is silenced
by asking him ‘to refrain from further offense’. Noman’s father further remarks, that the
young are ‘not in a position to lecture’ them on the ‘Holy Word’. This shows a conflict

within the same class i.e. the old and young religious class of Pakistani society.

Noman accompanies his father around the globe to attend seminars as his personal
secretary. He really does not want to be with him rather wishes to teach mathematics at a
school for ‘eight thousand rupees a month’ where he may earn as thrice ‘with private
tuition’ but is compelled by his father to follow the way mapped out by his father. The text
generates the impression that he cannot even express his wish of teaching to his father.
Thus, the text portrays how radical and strict the religious class of Pakistani society is in
nature, which never permits their children to lead their lives according to their own free

will and wish.

The novel severely criticizes the religious portion of the society which is victim of internal
conflict. The outward of this class of society is quite opposite to its inward. For example,
in a hotel where Noman stays at a tour with his father, states that everything, the food, the

labourer, tarmac and wheel is imported. Noman mentions a beer which was offered to him
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c. And all the beauty of many hues which He has created for you on earth: in this,

behold. there is a message for people who are willing to take it to heart.”'% (16:13)

In the similar manner, the creationist class of society is portrayed as they believe that

different colors are conceived or unseen only according to the will of God; and that it has

no concern with Newton’s notion of wavelength.

d. “Think of the Day when a violent convulsion will convulse the world to be followed

by further canvulsions. "' (79:6)

The portrayal of the novel employs the above given verses from the Holy Qur’an in the
sense of releasing and storing energy. Whereas the exegetes translate and interp.ret these
verses in sense of death will its aching. But the text relates the verses with the radical
approach of muslim society that, according to impression created through the words,

refutes ‘Einstein and his so-called relativity'.

e. “dnd God sends down water from the skies, giving life thereby to the earth after it
had been lifeless: in this, behold, there is a message indeed for people who are

willing to listen. "% (16:65)

The antievolutionist Pakistani society, through Noman, the Personal Secretary to the
Vice Chairman of the Party of Creation, is shown fundamental, thus negates all

principles of meteorology, particularly Howard’s notions about meteorology.

160 Thid. .
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f. “He creates whatever He will: He bestows the gift of female offspring on whomever

He wills, and the gift of male offspring on whomever He wills.”'%* (42:49)

The conservative society is depicted as fundamental on account of the belief that it is God
who gives male/female babies or both/none and that this class of Pakistani society negates

the scientific process expressed by Gregor Mendel.

g. “Have you ever considered that seed which you emit? Is it you who create it? — or

are We the source of its creation?” (56:58)

Again, the narrative of the novel creates binary opposition between the religious and
secular Pakistani societies. The narrative gives the iinpression that religious minded p‘eople
of society negates the Theory of Evolution and the evolutionists, being creationists on the
basis of their belief in God as the Creator. The téxt of the novel depicts that the creationists
or the religious class of Plakistani society illogically refutes the scientific qotions and
approaches by employing characters like Noman who is hired and does not willingly work
rather he is an archetype, thus represents the bewildered and perplexed people of Pakistani

society in the novel.

The novel describes that the young generation is badly affected by this opposition between
the groups of the society. Noman states that their giving power to themselves have put the
‘youth on trial’. Once he meets Zahoor and openly declares that in Public he argues for his
father but in private he argues for him. He states; “I’ve been batting for both sides’.'®* He

is so perplexed that he tells in an overt manner, “Now I want to bat for neither. I don’t want

163 Ibid. .
184 Uzma Aslam Khan. The Geometry of God. New Delhi: Rupa & Co, 2008. p. 125.
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to be in any game”.!%> This shows the internal conflict in the youth of Pakistani society,
which has vividly been brought forth by two opposing approaches of religious and secular
classes of Pakistani society. Noman’s saying that in ‘public’ he supports a rel'igious
person/creationist, his father, but in ‘private’ he supports a palaeontologist/evolutionist,
Zahoor, gives the impression how Pakistani youth are suppressed by the theological class
of society, who otherwise have a tendency towards liberalism, secularism and

evolutionism.
4.6 Gateway the Third: The Word

The conflict between Islam and science is seen in the educational institutions of Pakistan.
Two different approaches of téachers may be observed through the characters like Miss
Fouzia and Miss Amna. The former is strongly against ‘drawing and writing for fun’ while
the other thinks it otherwise. Mehwish narrates that once she was slapped for drawing by ’
Miss Fauzia who told her that “the Prophet said those who are punished most by God are
the makers of figures.”!% By this, the nqvel gives the impression how radical Miss Fauzia,
an archetype of teachers, is. While on the other hand, Miss Amna with whom Mehwish
shares this account, consoles her that the Prophet’s saying has been ‘spoken out of con text’
(context). Miss Amna adds that generally the people wrongly make use of the saying of the

167 This gives the impression that

Prophet to make authentic their own unimportant ideas.
most of the people who show themselves as religious do not know the actual spirit of

religion, Islam.

165 Thid. .
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The whole story of the novel revolves around the conflict between religion and science.
Almost every theme of the narrative is associated with the conflict. For example, an
observable theme is that of the element of insecunty. Zahoor has severe security threats to
his credit. He is a éovemment servant, a professor, but st“i“ hls aber;son is at stake. He is
advised by his friend Junayd to be careful, though he never keeps a guard. Mehwish
narrates that “Noman’s father does not like Nana”.'“® Rather he has received serious threats
from Noman'’s father. The text of the novel gives the impression that the believing religious

Pakistani is acutely extremists in nature owing to this conflict.

The novel portrays that the conflict has dissected the society at family leveL The members
of a family behave differently, observes their rituals differently, get up and go to bed at
different timé and above all think and meditate differently rather incisively opposite under
a single roof. For example, when Mehwish gets up in time for ‘sehri’ she hears her mother
in kitchen. She hears her Nana, Zahoor also, but not for ‘sehri’ rather looking for ‘Eid’.'®”
He does not observe fast, though he does not take tea in front of Mehwish’s Ama when she
‘offers him tea’,'”” perhaps because she strictly observes ‘roza’ (fast). But it is noted that
Amal, who has come of her age, still sleeps and gets up when the sun rises. Later, at day
time Mehwish and Zahoor enjoy their “lunch alone big cause (because) Ama is fasting.”'"!

Not only this, he is so liberal a person that he listens to Igbal Bano’s ghazals and hums

along in the holy month of Ramazan.!”

18 (Jzma Aslam Khan. The Geometry of God. New Delhi: Rupa & Co, 2008. p. 149
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The conflict is so observable that Zahoor, the archetype of secular class of Pakistani
society, clearly admits that he is a “liberal man who does not need to go around giving
speeches about how liberal”'”>, he is. He is liberal to such an extent that he overtly declares
that he will not marry off his daughter (grand-daughter, Amal). He states that he will “let
her study use less (useless) things if she wants”; that he will never “force her to fast”. He

declares that “Let her sleep all day!'”

The novel depicts conflict between the two opposing group. The narrative of the novel
portrays that the religious class is strictly adhered to religious rituals, but the irony of
situation is that most of the people do not understand about them. For example, Mehwish
narrates rather satirizes Miss Fouzia by saying that she “re sights (recites) the Quran she

speaks in the voice but no one under stands (understands).”!"*

The novel points to another conflict which does not lie between the secular and religious
groups rather it is an internal conflict within the religious class about moon sighting and
celebrating Eid. This conflict provides a chance to the liberal rather the secular class to
propagate their criticism even more bitter. For example, when Mehwish asks her Nana,
Zahoor, about ‘Eid’ whether it will be celebrated tomorrow or not; she is told that “We sell
brit (celebrate) Eid when the mullahs say so. Their Moon Sighting Commit Tea
(committee) goes off in a plane in search of the crip tick (cryptic) sat light (satellite).”!"®
He further comments that “Pakistan will be split on Eid. Some will eatﬁ tomon;)w' others

will be made to wait, hungry for a better real newer moon.”!?’

7 Ibid. 154
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The evolutionist group seeks evolution in every aspect of life. Mehwish’s slowly evolved
use of misspelled words ‘throughout the novel gives the impression of evolution.
Furthermore, Amal’s saying that “A language is like a whale it comes from something else.
Urdu from Persian, Hindi and Arabic.”'”® This is vivid indication to Darwin’s tileory of

evolution on the part of Amal, a representative of evolutionist group of Pakistani society.

The narrative of the novel points to another conflict from the perspective of Pakistan’s
foreign policy'. The text gives the impression that the Westerns have always used Pakistan
for their own interests. For example, Pakistan’s role ar;d participation in Russian-Afghan’s
war has always been a matter of conflict for the citizens of Pakistan. The novel overtly
expresses that now when the ‘communists are dead’ and the ;JP’S kitty is drying’ the
“International experts decide Pakistan can have its experiment with democracy.”'” It
implicitly refers to Zia Ul Haq's dictatorial regime which was acceptable to the
International Community, particularly to the Western World in the cold war, but now the
role of everybody is over. Therefore, Pakistan must follow the following policy charted out

by the ‘]ntellnational Experts’:
Islamic laws bad.
Nuclear democracies good.
Nuclear democracies in Pakistan bad.
Female Secretary-General in the UN bad.

Female President in the US bad.

178 Uzma Aslam Khan. The Geometry of God. New Delhi: Rupa & Co, 2008. p. 165
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one hand Noman"s mother gets up ‘before Fajr prayers’ when it is still night. She makes
her ablution and offers her prayer. She intentionally leaves the door open of the bed room,
while making ablution in the bath room, so that the rest of the family members, Noman
and his sisters etc. may wake up on hearing the splashes of the water. But on the other
hand, Noman who awakes but does not gets up except leaning ‘across a table’ and pinching
his sister’s cheek, telling her to ‘Go back to sleep.’’%* The text of the novel gives hére, an
impression of change in approaches towards religious rituals on the part of old and

youngsters of Pakistani society.

The narrative of the novel depicts that everyone employs knowledge to support his/her own
point of view. For example, when Noman states that he is ‘going to tell children about Al-
Khwarizmi and the magic zero’,'® his mother tells him that whether he has ever thought
about the importance of number. She asks him whether he ‘believes tl;at praying alone
bring tweﬁty seven times less reward than praying’in congregation.”’®” But Noman has his
own world and tries to convince his mother to listen to him. He wants to teach but his
mother attempts to win over him not to argue with his father; to take care of him; and to
continue working with him till he lets him go.)®® This gives the impression that the young
Pakistanis cannot materialize their own will and wish to propaéate their own radical ideas

due to the strict parental control which makes them rebellious in the eyes of their parents.
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are targeted at the happy occasion of Amal’s marriage to Omar. Instead of her wedding
bed she finds herself in hospital where she does not want to be. She finds her sister,
‘Mehwish still unconscious’; Noman, so serious that ‘he might die’; her ‘“Nana (Zahoor)

also might’; while ‘Junayd definitely’; whereas Munir Mamu has already died.!®

However, it is significantly crucial to note that the killers have been totally unvoiced by
the text of the novel. The narrative provides every minute detail about the weapon and
bullets, used in this barbarous attack on the secular class by the attackers; but what
happened to them and to the people who were behind this malicious act has been left
entirely untouched. The discourse of the novel at this point has made the religious
fundamental class as subaltern, who cannot speak at this stage of the novel. Rather even
before this brutality on the part of extremists, the killers of the guards of Zahoor, the judge

and of the lawyers have not been given voice in order to justify their ferociousness.

The text of the novel depicts that the oppressed secular class suffer from this traumatic
event for a long time. Perhaps the event happens in November, but Noman is released in
January while Zahoor and Junayd are still hospitalized. And then, at last, Junayd dies in
the month of April while Zahoor is still alive later on discharged from the hospital. The
narrative seems to gives the impression that the oppressor conservatives snatched
everything from the oppressed class. For example, Amal states that her father “sells Nana’s

house in Islamabad and Nana moves in with his only surviving child, my mother.”!%*

193 Uzma Aslam Khan. The Geometry of God. New Delhi: Rupa & Co, 2008. p. 297
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The narrative of the novel provides allusions that the attack was undertaken by the Party
of Creation or at least the killers were hired by the Party. For example, one of the guards

‘carried an American assault rifle’'®*

The last chapter of the novel mostly and essentially portrays the conflict between liberalism
and conservatism. For example, Amal wants to go with a group of male scientists to
Margala hills for searching fossils. Her in-laws are strongly against her going on digging
“alone, with so many men.”'*® Her husband, C;mar neither stops nor defends her. Omar’s
mother strongly opposes girls’ free company with unlawful men, vividly an Islamic
thinking. She states that “it’s shameful when girls are free with men”'%7, but her husband,

Omar ‘says nothing.”!®

Amal, perhaps would have given up thinking to go to the hills, if her Nana, Zahoor had not
asked her, ‘bring me back something I’ll want to see.” Thus she decides to go and
telephones Omar before she leaves. Omar’s mother also telephones her son and poses him
so many questions and suggestion: “How can you let her go?” “What man would allow
that?” “Catch her!” But Omar apologizes to his mother and says that he will see the matter

next time; and begins to flirt with his wife, Amal on telephone.'”® The discourse of the

" novel gives the impression that the young Pakistani generation is hard to harness. It also

depicts that the Pakistani social or family system in which generally the mother-in-law
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