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ABSTRACT

Iran’s nuclear program had alarmed the international community in the 1990s, but it came
to the forefront of international security concerns in 2000. Although Tehran still
maintains that its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes, in the recent past it has
admitted to possessing enriched uranium as part of its uranium enrichment program,
which has unnerved the international community in general and the United States in
particﬁlar. Iran’s nucleairiprogram was conflicted issue since Islamic revolution of 1979.
Iran has visibly increased its work towards developing a nuclear program just after the
US invasion of Iraq in 2003 and Afghanistan in 2001. Iran had spiritual conflict with
Israel that from Islamic revolution it wanted to wipeout Israel from Middle East. Israel
has also conflict with Iran as both fought a war and creation of Hezbollah by Iran. Due to
increasing US influence in the region, Iran wanted to secure itself from US sudden
invasion on [ran on the basis of nuclear weapon, [ran said on many times that US would
bear the cost if it attacked on Iran. Iran would have the capacity to hit the US allies or’
interests in the region. Iran’s nuclear program got rapid phase in Mahmoud Ahmadincjad
government. During his gove}nment, hc was not obeying IAEA rules of inspections and
gradually inc'reasing‘ enriching processes. The US and UN were implementing sanctions
to halt Iran from going to nuclear state. Ahmadinejad era of Iran was much important as
Sanctions were increasing but Iran was not réady to go back from nuclear inspiratim{.
That was alarming to many because Iran’s ambitions for its nuclear program were unclear
and whether it was on a quest for nuclear weapons was unknown. The Iranian
government is largely anti-West, anti-Israel, and with the downfall of Iraq, was in a
position to spread its influence throughout the Middle East. This study examined the
evolution of the Iranian nuclear program especially during Mahmoud Ahmadinejad era. It
discussed the Bush and Obama policies on the developing nuclear Iran. Iran’s nuclear
deterrence was bascd on increasing US role in Middle Iiast and existence of Israel. It was
difficult for Iran to continue its nuclear program without foreign aid and declining
economy. Iran was unable to continue its nuclear program with US and UN sanctions and

at last to get negotiations leverage maintains its nuclear inspiration.
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program was only for civilian and energy purposes. Iran had not military purposes in its nuclear

enrichment facilities.
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Iran was continuing its nuclear program but with a slow pace till 2000. The US administration
adopted aggressive foreign polic{ies toward Iran since 2000 due to have increased security
threats. Iran from the day first announced that its pea;:eful nuclear enrichment program was
working under terms and conditioils of NPT. One opinion from critics that if nuclear program of
Iran was peaceful one then why ,ldid not Iran obtains enriched uranium from other countries

rather than enriching itself. |

The Iran was labeled as state sponsdr of terrorism by the US because helping fundamental

Islamic groups like Hezbollah and Hamas. Iran had been contradicted over human rights

+violations like Iran’s presidential election contest in 2009. The US was involved in two

neighboring states of Iran; Afghanistan and Iraq. The US administration claimed that Iran
;

supported insurgents against US troops in both states, Afghanistan and Iraq. Israel is ally-of US

in Middle East. The American was too much anxious about its ally security. The economies of

western countries and the US were also depending-on Persian Gulf oil. So they did not like to

make crisis for their economies.
.1.2. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The specific kind of Iranian foreign poliéy had been enormously affected on region and
international politics. The US was adopting the policy of deterrence against Iranian nuclear
- program. Since 2000, the nuclear program of Iran was under strict observations due to its gesture
towards nuke. The international community was reservations on unclear enrichment of Iran.

While the UN and veto power states were applying strict sanctions against Iran in case of
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