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ABSTRACT
The study e\amrned and e\plrcarcd televrsron as srrc of rndrnrcnancc and rcproducfion oI nr.Lscultnc

and fcmrnrnc tdentihes rn Pal stan B) c\amrnrng PaLrstanr soap opr'ras rnd rele\,rsron drirtr)Js, \
m n Iocus lvas to e\plorc how tele!lslon construcrs and rclnforcc ntascultne and tcmtntne tdentttres

Thrs anaTysrs focused on representatlons of rnen cnd womEn or mascullDttles and fcmlntnlltcs on lwo

lcadrng Palrstanr tclevrsron (PTV homc) and llum TV Antonro Gramscr's conccpl of |cBemon),

R\\'Conncll s conccpt of hegenionrc masculrnrty and Nllchel FoLrcaulfs concept ol po\er .rnd

drscrp Lnrng po*cr pro\,tded useful rheo.etlcrl frameNorl for m] .rnal]srs uftele\rsron !e\ts I Lrsed

foucauldran drscourse anallsts to shed ltghl on holr lclcvtston dtscourses construct and perpclUate

mcn and mascultnrtres and womcn aDd fcmrnrnltles ln conrcmpo.ary Paklsrant soctcr) My conccrn ln

drscou.se analysrs was lo cxplore ho\y gcnder tdcnttllcs (mascultne and t'enlnlne charactefl$lcs) arc

achrcled rn and through langLragc (dralogucs rn soap opcras,rnd dranras) dra$rDg on culruratl)

.r!ar1.rble drscourses The,rn.rllsrs rc!ealed th,rt lelc!rsrun soap5 rnJ !lrarn.L5 rerntorce heg(rn!,nr!

nrasculrnrt) and curphasrz€d'rdedlrzcd lcmrnrnrt) IUen are po(r.r)ed as cornpclltrve lbr posrlron ot'

strlus. controllcr ofchrldren and rLomen, holdllrg unquestronable aulhoflq, makrng and announcrng

dccrsror both rn the pnvalc nnd publtc domarns, cxpressrng lac( of vrsrble enolron. demonstratrng

socral and cconomrc dornrnancc, good rn handLng cflsts and ablc to Ive rndependenrl! Contrdry to

men s deprctron, women are app.ccratcd for lhetr bcaut). dress, harrsl)le, obedrence ro rhc nrcn,

sacrrficrng for therr famrly, good rn donrestrc chores and berng rn home selrngs Thesc stcreoqped

patterns ofmen and women poarayals on telcvrsron sc.cen convey po$,rrlul mcssages (or behcfs)

.rboul nrnsculrnc and fcmrnlre ldentttlcs dnd whdt lt means 10 bc.l bo),ntan and gLrl/v\oman ln

Palrstrn Thrs slud) ts onc of thc first proneenng Jcademtc studtes of the rrc\us bet\cen thc

Lelcvrsron drdmas, a.nd the construcUon of gcndcr,rdentrt) rn Pakrsran Therefore, 1t rs not onl)

srgnlficant to poLcy makcrs bur also Lo academrcrans $ho could use rt .Ls a rcsourcc nr3tenal for

prepa.rng sludents & cnlrcal thrnltng who cvalt|ate and hrghLghl the role and po*er ofrhe relcvrsron

rn rcproducrng 8ender hterarchres



Acknowledgemen ts

In the name ofAllah. the IUosL Cractous.rnd the Most Merclful Alhalndullllah, ill pralscs 10

Allah lor thc strenSths.rnd llrs blesslngs rn completrng thls thests \\'o.ds are lnsuftlctenr to

descnbe my gratefulness and appreclatton to Hrm tn the whole process of the preparatton,

conrprlrng and wfltrng ofthrs thests

M)'apprccrahon goes to many people that ltave asststed me throughout the conrpletton ofthls

rescarch such an endeavour ts not posslble wlthout pcrslstence. perseverance, asslstance.

support, and cncouraSemcnt of somc rnsprrrng lndlvlduals tncludlng my Iamrlr'. supcrvrsor

and frrends

I orflr rny srnccrest Bratrtude to m) supcrvrsor, Dt Rrbra Cul, tor he. gurdance. valuable

trme, uncondrtlonal support, fcedback and encouragement She has supponed mc throLrghout

n1) thesrs wlth her knorvledge whllst allor{tng me lhe rooot to $otk rn ny own \!ay Her

knolvledge, avarlablllt), and accesstbtltt) have been a c ttcal rnlpctus rn dflvtng thls

research

M) deepcsl gr.ltrtude goes 10 n) belo\ed parents and fumtl) lo. lhctr cncoura{c tenL $ho Jrc

so suppo(rve to me througholrt rr1 Irlc Thcrr praycrs and tnoral sufport \vrll !l\rays boosr

llry p.ogress Last bul not least. I a]so thank m] lovrng and caflng husbdnd lor hts gre.rl help,

cotnpasston and consolatlon He ls a greal rnsprralron to me, and hts love lor kno\ lcdgc t5 the

foundrrg grounds fbr my lovc of knot\ledge My deep€st apprecr.rtton and gralttude go 10

each and cvcry person, rvho rn some \\a) or the other asstsled Ine tn mJktng lltrs thesls a

rc,rlrty

HIFSA NISAR KHAN



LIST of IMAGES

.lt Mcn have power over womcn. chlldren and I esources 56

42 Woncn dcpend on men for thcrr protcctron, m4l!l!9!!!!9-gllLl99!g!]l!19! 6.1

.t3 The constant threat of dtsplacemcnt 66

44 -[he 
sendered moraltty

'71



Copyright O by Hifs. Nisar Kh:rn 2016

AII rrghts reserved No part of ) thesrs may be reproduced dlsttlbuted, or transDtlted ln au),

tbrm or by any means, lncludmg photocopylng, recordlng, or other ciectrorrtc or mccharucal

methods, wllhout m) pnor writlen pemltsslon However, bnel quotattons ln c ttcd lrterature

rellews al]d cltatlon ln other acaderntc Nolk ls allowed as permtfled b] copynght law Wlllloul

rn) p or pemlssron no ot)e rs allowed lo publsh nr) work rrt un) lbmr Auy publtcatlon

wrthout pflor wntten pernlsslon wlll be challenged as plagtarrsm

FII| SA NISAR K}IAN



To Mv

Husband and Daughter



CHAPTER ONE

Introd uction

l.l,lntroduction

Televrsron rs one of the most lmportant cultural lnstllutrons ln contcrnporary socrery 11 rs

becomrng rncreasrngly rmponant ln our socrety and houses Tcle\,lslon watctung, rn the maJorrly

households, rs clted as the tturd most trme-consumlng actr\1ly after sleep and work (see

Srgnonel[ and Bacue, 1999). Televrsron ts beheved to teach us values, norms Jnd gendel roles

(see Davrs. 1990) Keeprng the prvotal place of televrston and ns rolc rn the construcuon of

vrewers' perceptron of realrty. rt bccame subject of serrous acadenrtc rnqurD sr c. the 1970s ln

olher lrords, lrke other aspccts / rnstrtutlons of socleq', lele\lslon rs one of the mosl lmponant

areas of socrologrcal research, especrally from [emlnlst perspectlve

Femrnrsrs. rn thc u,estem context. have ertenstvcly lesearched and debatcd the lssuc of gender

stereotypes alld sexrsm rI1 televrsro[ programmes soap operas, advertlsements, news and talk

shows (see Fumham & Paltzer,20ll, Kat' et ol .201 1. Ullah & Klran. 201-1) \4ost of these

studles have found that televrsron texts relnforce gender slereotypes by portraymg mer 3s

domrnant, rugged, engaged rn thc publlc domaln and $omen as subnltsstve, homemakers and

sery (see Chan, K & Cheng. 2012, Wood, 200'1, Gol'fman. 1979) l)ough MacLean analysrs

"e\pllcated televrslon as slte of marntenance and productlon of mascullne ldentlt) (NIaclean.

20ll 3) Research e\ldence has hlghhghted televlsron as one ol the tools used b) mcD to

pcrpetu.rte thelr domlnancy and retnforce hegemontc mascultnlt) arld tradltlonal femlnlnll)

TelevrsloD Ln Pakstan, llke other socretles, relnforces and perpetuate speclfic stereotyplcal lmage

of women as deslred by lhe patnarchal soclal structure of soclet) m gcneml and that of medla ln



partlculal Desplte Pakrstan's comnxtment to va ous lnternatlollal declaratlons, (l e Con\,el1!on

on the Ellmtnatlon of all Fomts of Dtsclmrnatlon agalnst Wonen). women are stlll faclng

drscrmlnatlon, both ln the publtc a[d p vate domams of lrle and contlnue to hJt,e a lowet soclal.

polrtrcal and economtc status as compared to nlen Va ous studres (r e Zra. 2014, Tarar & pulla,

2014, UUah. 2013, Ullah & Khan 201.1) asserr thar rn rhe Islamrc Republrc of pakrstan, womcn

have slereotyprcal representahon ln school rcsolrrces (Ullah.20lj) and tele\tston te\ls (Ull.rh

&Khn 201-1) It ls lmportant to mentron here that, unllke the \\,est, research on teie\1slon te\ts

has not recer\,ed much and senous attenhon of acadenlclans Albert some studres (r c Ullah &

Khan, 2011, Ah et, al,2012) g*e a scholarly msrght, but the lssue ofgender representatrons ln

televrslon texts ln Paklstan need to be studled in a more holrstrc manner Dra\\tng on rnslghts

fronr femrnlst medla rescarch, thls stud) alms to e)iamlne \\hcther televlslon dlscourses/te\ts

(soap operas, adverttsen'lcnts and lall shows) ln Pakrstnn challenge or retnforce hrdrtrotul notron

of masculrne and femDlne ldcntltles and lradltlonal gender stereotypes M) atempt ls to

c).amlne Jnd hlghllght how televlslon dlsoourses ln Paklstan are used 10 nalurahze doDestlc

ldeology, obJectlfy women, snLlb women agency and dlscourage thelr asptratloD and

partlcrpahoD ln the publlc domaln My attempt, ln thls study. also focuses on the lntersectron ol

gender and soclal class tn telcvlston tcxts

1.2. Statcmcnt of the Problcnt

As mentloned earher and relterated here thal Nomen rcpresentatlon u lelevtston texts ls one of

the ke), areas of soctologlcal research (see Bcrberrck, 2010. Barber, l0l l. GettDtan & Roberts.

200-l) Despltethelmportanceoftelerlstonandltslnlluencerncontelllporaq,soclct).onlla1'g\.\

authors addressed thls rssue m Paklstanl contert (see Ullch & Khan l0li, 2011, NIadN at ul ,

2014) Albelt. there ls an lnflu\ of \\'omen tn televlslon as professronal, actresses. models. some



wlth Strong asplratlon to a top management posttton men and women portrayal and

representahon ls stlll stereotyptcal and blased Keeptng ln Ilew the rnlporlalce ofteleYlslon te\ts

and the lnfluence of televlslons drscourses on the vrewers ln contempordtJ soctery, the purpose

ofthls study ls to examlnc the portralal ofmen and $onen represenlatlon tn paLlstanl televlslon

dramas and soaps The maln aln1 ts to examnle whethet lelevrsron dtscourses challenge ot

relnforce the tradtllonal 'gender rolcs' and tradltlonal notron of mascultnlt), and l'enrLmnrty lhrs

ls to be seen drfferent because gender represenlatton or gender on televlsroD renlalns subJect of

iesearchers who attempted to unmask and hlghllght the deprctron of rvomcn on the leicvrsron

screen The focus of thrs study, I argue, offers an lmportant contnbutlon to the analysrs of

masculr ty and femlnl tyon televlslon screen Thus, the e\act statenlent of the problem of thts

study can be slaled as Re\lforce tent of l\lasculmttes a d fcDt| hnrcs through Soap Opetot ,l

Dtscourse Analysts In order to galn a comprehensrve tnslgit ln the e\lstrng lrterature and to

answer the statement of the problem, the followtng objecltves and sub-questlons \\rll be

addrcssed

1,3 Oblcctrlcs ofth. study

Thrs study wll be carfled out wlth the followrng obJectlres ln nund

To cxamme whether televrslon m Paklstan challenges or relnlbrces gender stcreotypes

nnd conventlonal gender roles

To study womcn's engagement and portmyal ln the pub|c donlaln

'fo explore horv hegemontc mascultruty and normatt\e femlntnll\ are rcrntbroed through

soaps and dramas

To suggest some gender equahty measure rn the hgir ofstudy findrngs



1.4. ResGarch Qucstlons

The arm of thrs study ls to appl) thc theo.cs of represcntatron and drlrerent tbrms of drscourse

analysrs to e\amtne how gender ls reprcsentcd ln televtslon soaps and dramas rn pakrstan The

follorvrng prrme rescarch questrons gutded me to\\ards rhe atm ofthts srudy

o How men and women are represented ln paklstanl soap operas ancl dramas,

. Does televtslon text challenge or retnforce gender stereotypes,

. What ls the rdeologtcal polrltcs ln tele\,lsron dlscourses?

r Horv do televlsron dlscourses Ieglhnnze and nalumllze hegemontc masculrntty and

normahve fcminlnlty?

1.5 Signilicancc of th. Study

Srnce socrologsts recognrze that medla u general and televrslon tn parttcul.rr ls xnnrensel),

lmporlant tlr all present day soctetv, tt wlll nol be a s\reeplng statement ro claxu thrt rhls srud]

urll be of great practical and theoretlcal slgnrficance \\1th reference to paklstanl soclct)

Tlleoretrcally, lhe filrdrngs ofthrs study \\1ll cortrrbute to the loc,rl and globa] bod] ol.kno\vledgc

rrt the area of 'socrology of Medra' It rvril be a nch soulce of reference lbr crassrooD teaLhrng

as well as further research pmctlcally, the study.s hndrngs ma1,be shared urth the pakrstan

Electromc lvledra Regulatory Authonty (pENIRA) to address the lssue of gender btases and use

lele\,lsron text for estJbltshrng an egalrtanan soctct),along Ure Ll1e olgender

1.6, Organizttion of the stud)

In lhe followlng sectton ofthls stud], I outLne the structure ofthts stud) and gr\e a b efacLount

ofeach chapter



li chaplet o,le I halc alreJd) lntroduced the stud] b) gt\lng a dctalled o\ervle\\ of the

representatlon of men and women on teleusron The chapter conhnues to hlghllght ho\\,

teleuslon te\t remforces gendet hrerarchres tn Palilstan I1 outllned the stud-y,s obJectrves.

research questrons and srgnrfi cance

Chaplet li)o gNes a comprehelsrve prcture of the key conccpts. phrlosophl, and lheones rhat

rntbrm medra research and consutute soctolog) of medra Theorres and concepts that lnform

medra research has been revrewed whlch gave the background knorvledge and theoretlcal

framework for conceptualrzrng thls study The chapter also conslsts of relevant emp,ncal

researches and studres rn thc area of gender and medra Thts enhanccs m1 understandtng of how

other academrcrans and researchers have norked rn area ofgender and mcdra Thrs also heJped rn

adoptrng and cmployrng methodologrcal sreps in my study Some ofthe findings and arguments

of the pubhshed research as well as theorettcal concepts has been used as secondary source of

data ln the form ofquotahons for substantlattng ny study findlngs

Chapler lhrce outllnes my methodolog) and lechnlques used to aDal;ze tele\tston soaps and

dramas It e\plarns the methodologrcal steps laken tbr conductrng thrs research 'fhe chapter

sheds lrght on the uses and Lmltatrons ol te\lual an,rlysls Il ts tr)tpoftant to mentlon here th.rl

televlslon plctures and verbal drscourses tn soap opems and dramas ale dellt \\rth as texts Il also

descnbes the dlscourse alalysrs methodology and rts use ln thls stud) as drscourse analysrs as the

naln nrethodological and anall,ttcal tool adopted m tllls stud), Anglrctzlng the te\t I looked at

dlscourse (spoken statements. body language.l and lmages (rvhete apphcable). and the general

tonc oftlle text to hrghhght horv men and rvomen are rcplesented tn tclevrsron soaps and dramas

Chapler lour plesents data and dlscussron The Ley lbcus of thts chapter rs to examrne the

overall representatloD of thc D]ale .tnd fgmale chalaclets ln tclevrsron drscourses I lrave



attempted to see how males and females are betng represented both vrsr.rally wlth therr behavlour

and orall) through the dtalogues ur soap operas and dranas The chapler hrghlrghts th.rt femalcs

are po rayed as submrssrve, obedlent, conccrned wrth therr phystcal appearance and beauttful

look by usrng make-up, havrng harr styLe. busy rn shopprng and wearrng branded clotlung,

Srmllarly. the maln female characters arc shown as skrnn) and beautlful Women's struggle to

questlon men's authonty and patnalchal prrvllege ls deplcted as frullless effort On the contrar),

male characterc are deplcted as busy ln busrness, Jobs. assertlve, aggresslve, decrs[,e. supporter

and custodlan of uomen. controller of homes, offices and resources The chapter t,trrdll

hrghllghts how medla are percuaslve rn usrng d:scourses and assumptrons lbr'norrnal' gender

rdentrN Drawrng on femt st scholarshrp. the chaptcr concludes that the way males aDd females

dre represented rn the tcle\rslon soap opcms and dramas does not challenge the conventlonal

gender power structure rD whrch men are strong and mascullne wtth unquesuonable po\\'er and

authonty \\'hereas women are deprcted as $eJk and fasten tlglrtly rn the rope of tladltlonil

fenrrrunrty

Chaptet J ,e contarns cnhcal analysrs of 'rvhy gender represenlntron ln telc\,tslon soaps and

dlalogues matter' lt rncludes closlng thoughts and potnls for drscussron and also a cnttque of

televrsron soaps and dramas rn Pakrstan ln thrs chapter I ha!'e rehtcd m) ilndrngs to Le) theones

wrtlnn thesc rssues, such as Conncll, Gramsct and Nfichcl Foucault lheones of hegemontc

mascullnrtres, hegemony, rdeology, drsciphnarl, porver and drscourse The theorettcal lens from

these theoflsts helped me to maLe my analysrsJcademtcalll,sophlsttcated and nch



CHAPTER TWO

Litera tu re Revierr

2.1. Introduction

Thrs chapter presenls the theoretlcal and emptlcal ltterature revlew so that the cudent studv rs

connected w(h theoretlcal pe^pectlve(s) and emprncal tvorks alreadl done for atlarnrng an

overall relevance and purpose of the study It ls lmportant to mcnuon here that the tnsrghr and

lnformahon obtaLned from ilteratule revlew has been used as conte\t Lnowledge. source of

denvtng categones for content analysrs and socrologrcal and l'emlnlst lens [or rnterprelrng and

deconstruolrng televrsron te\ts (plctures and verbal drscourses) Overall, sklmmlng the exlstlng

Irterature helped me to seel ansuer to keY qucstlons \\hat lheones and phrlosophrcal debates

e\rst aDd are used In the area of medra and gender? What coDcepts arc used as potentlal concept

for analysrng gender rssues ln televlsron dlscoursc? What slrategres and drscourses are used to

pcrpetuate male hegemony rn the wrder Palrslanl soctety, What questlons ln lhe arca of gendel

and medra research may bc placed for further academrc delberatrone

2.2 Femlnist conccrn about gendcr rcpr.s.ntrlion in tcler ision

Gcnder represcntatlon m mass medra has bcen a ccntral ficldof .rcadcmrc tnqutr) srncc 1970s Femrnrsts

h.rre locuscd on \ton)err lcpresentatron ln ntedla, especrally rn tclc\lslon Loolrng at gcnder os

soclal construct, femrnrst researchers hate focused on \\ontcD and limll)u1lt) and nlen and

mascuhmly (see Grll & Rosahnd.2006) to hrghllght hotv mass medra, especlall),telelrslon

rcrnforccs gender boundanes (UIlah &Khan, 201.1) Kccpurg rn \re\\, the stlrdy's tbcus

rernforcement ofmascullnrtles and Lnlrunlhes tixough soap operas- and lo grre a cle.rr drrcctton



[o my stud], I dcenl lt essenllal to gl\e a conlpressl\e dlsctrsslon ol_cnlplrlcal and theoretlc'rl

Gender and medta research characlerlze lwo dlstlnctl\'e approaches !o llils field The ilrsl ls Ihal

of nlalnstreinl lbrms ol gender and nedla studles research' rthtch hls been grounded rrl lalge

pad b) assumphons about lhe ways ln whlch the medla contrlbute to lhe lndlvldual acqulslllon of

gendered attrtudes ard behavtours and how sex'role stercoD'pes can llnpacl negatlvel)' on an

rndrvrdual's ltfe chances, cspecrally rn tem]s of a person's sense of self-wonh and soclal

perceptrons of$omen and thelr career prospects (see Grll 2006 and Ross 2009) The other field

rs lhat of lenllnlsl medla studlcs. whlch ls characterlzed as a polluc'll mo\ement ibr Sender

Jushce, e\amlnlng how gender relallons are represented' the \\ays ln whrch audrelces maLe

scnsc of them, and how mcdta Practltloners contrlbule to perpeluatlng ge[der lnjusllce At the

centre of thls ts the vlew that hlerarchlcal gender relatlons (re)produce soclal lncqualllles across

trne. cultures and ptaces' thereby makrng rr drfficult for men and \\omell to be equal parlners ln

a soclery Gettlng lnslglrts from lhcse approaches, rhls study alms to see how state run and prlvate

teleYrsron channels ln Paktslan retnforce hege onlc mascullnlt) and subordlnJte ttmlnlnll)

I drvrde thls chapter lnto two secllons Sectlon one presenls Lc) firtdtngs and atgunrents llonl

emplncal research studles lt also encompasses Ley conccpts and theorles used ln nledla and

gender research rvhtch provrde basls for the lheoretlcal trame\\orl of thls stud)' Panl\\oollhe

chapter present theoretlcal frarne\\orl developed for the anall srs of teler rslon soaps and dramas

lD Pakrstan and placlng thrs study ln the larger body of academrc scholarshrp



Part On.: Empiricrl Studics on Tcl.vislon

2.3. Stcrcotypical gcnder rcprcsantation in tclcvlsion ad\,crtiscments rnd soap oPcras

A lot number of studles have been carned out ln lhe irca of gendcr and nredla' especlall)

women's representatlon rn tele!lston soap operas and adrertlscn'lents Thls plrt of the re\'le\\

summarlzes so e ofthese studles ard presents thelr Le)'findtngs tll ordcl to see \\hat and hoN

thrs study wrll contrlbute to thc exrsllng scholarshrp ln the arca of soclolog) of medra

2.4. Mnss mcdia es rgcncy ofsoclalizrtion

Mass ntedra. especlally telcvlslon ls one of llle Le) lnstlllluons/agencles of soclallzauon Man)

acade lclans and resealchers (t e Hucsnrann, 1995) argue that Dass medla, Par1lcularly

televrston, has sleadlly become more tnJluenttal ln soclallzatlon of clrtldren and tradttronal

soclalrzatlon agencles (le famrly and school) have been losrng lhelr lnfluence Aubrey &

Harnson (2004) clarmed that televrslon mlghl be more rnfluenlral tltan parents and peers as rt

offers mole commonly and rvtdely shared messagcs than other agencles and sources ol

lnformatlon

Televtston can, and does, profoundly tnfluencc bols/gtrls and $omen and men's perceptron of

therr and others'Sender roles (l\'lcchee & Frueh l975' Jcnntngs et al ' I980 Aubre) & Harrrson'

200.1) Gerbner & Gross (19?6) asserted tlul tele\1slon rs lhe cenlral cultural ar of socret)'

servlng lo soclallze most people lnto slandardlzed roles and behavlours Vlewlng teleYlslon

tDvolves lhe observatlon ofothers'bcha\lour and lls relntbrcenlent c(rntlngenoles tele\lslon ls

consrdcrcd to be a rnalor \ehrcle through $hrch chrldrcn [tndrvrducl] lcarn about 'lppropnJtc

behavrours, pantcularll gender-approprlale behavrours (Ral' & NlcMullen lg8T) The scope ol

such ad\ertlsements [programmes], thelr nature and lhell soclal consequences ma1 make



mpanrcularly potent soclallang tools ln the develoPment or relnibrcelrenl of Sender roles

(lvlerrrl, Lce & Freldlander, I99{) In addltlon, lt Is a cnllcal agent of socraLzalLon and

lnfluences the rvay adults and chlldren \rew lhemselves and lealn apProprlcte gender behJ\lours

(Frueh & Ivlcchee 1975, Slgnorrcllr, 1989, 1993) Furthernlore Cuntcr (1987) argucd that the

rmpact of televlston upon soclal behal'tour mal be greatest durlng ad\ertlscments' \\hlch are

often qutck-paced, d1'namlc, and altcn(lon rlYehng Furthern]ore' because thelr lressages nlust be

easrly comprehended by the audlences. producers often use roles and slluatlons thal are easll)

ldenilfiable by the vlewers and that are ln agreemen! ulth prevarltng cultural \alues partlcularl)

those regardrng gender approprrate behavlour (Manstead & McCulloch )981' Krnr & Lotrry"

2005) Thrs means that gender represcnlatlon ln tele\rsloll reflect fundamental features of the

soclal structurcs such as nonns' \'alues and bellefs (see Goflmon 1979) Drawtng on these

arguments alld assertloN, thls study alms to see how gender roles are produced and reproduced

ontelcvlslonscrecnlnPaklstanandtheposslblelmpactthlsnlayha\'euponthe\,le\\ers

2.5. llcinforccrllcnl of stcrco$ plcal gendcr rolcs

Televrsron. the most peryaslve colrmunlcatlon medlum conllnues to dcplct hlghl) stereotlped

roles for lvonen and mcn (Anderson &Taylor 2002) Televlsron Progranlmes and ad\cnlsements

may have a parttcularly po\\'erful lmpact on relnforclng our gender role atlltudes' \alues'

perceptrons, behefs and behavrours (MacKa) & Covell 1997) Studtes liom gender and Dcdla

perspectlve Indlcate the e\tent to whlch medla portray men and wonlen dlfferently (Furnhanl &

Schofield, 1986) Cender role stereotyplng ts more deepll \\oven rnlo the fabrrc ollele\rsron

programtnlng than the obvlous numerlcal dlstlnctlon bet\\ccn lhc se\es suggesls (Gunter' 1986)

RescJrchcrs. t c Gerbner et at (199'l) hare argued that teleYrsron programs [talls shou so'rPs

and dranrasl and commerclalS relnforce conventlonal gender slelcot)pes

10



I use stereotypes rn thrs study rn the same sense as used b1 Lrppnrann LrPpmanr (19i7 90)

defined stereotypes as "preconceptlons" that are "not a complete Plclure of the u'orld' bul the)

are a plcture ofa posstble world to $hlch \\e are adapted" Draurng on Llppmann man) studres

have found that advertlsers tend to use a llmlted meanrng of !alues ol bellefs about gcnder roles

rn advcnrsrng by retnforclng the same slercotyplcal lmages of Sellder roles, as tf those rmages are

desrred by socrety (Pollay, 1986, Wrlhamson. 1978, Krm & Lou11, 2005) Bardlrrcl''

&Schumann (1967), rn one of the earllest studrcs on gender role portrayals rn tele\rsron

adverlrsements, found that women (compared lo men) appeared more oflen as homemakers and

as housewlves Thrs stud) was followed by several others that looLed at gender slereotyplng lll

(clevrsron ads, the most notable among these are the works of Cllly (1988) and McAnhur &

ResLo (1975)

The conlemporary Amerrcan soclologrst Ervlng Goffman (1979) argues that gendcr

rcpresentatron tn advcrtlsemenls reflects "fundamcfltal fearures of the soclal structurc' such as

values, bchef!, or norms" (8) Coffman (1979) and Schudson (198'l)argued that ad''ertrsers use

"realrty" ihat IS belteved to sell rhetr products effecllvel) For erample' rdealtzcd (or deslled)

values and gender roles are oflen emplo)ed In advertlslng. allhough lhe) are only real lD the

adlertrsrng world (Schudson. 1984, Wrllrams, 1993, WIlLamson l978)

Srmrtarl), Lrvrngstone & Green (1986) and Mackal & Covell (1997) por led out that modellrng

and rdentrficatlon wrth ad\ertlsement portra)als may rernforce e\rstrng gender'role stereolypes

It has been argued that exposure lo stereolyped gender portra)cls ln ad\crtlsements m'ly actuJlly

engender negatrve gender role atlrtudes (see Schudson. 1984, Krm & Lo\ry, 2005) The general

clalnl that researchcrs made that exposure to gender-role stereot)plng ln advertlsements ls

assocrated wrth more gender-tlped \'le!vs of the soctal \\orld (see Srgnorrelh' 1989 \\ rllrans'

11



1993) Thrs lndtcatlve of the fact lhat adlertlsements are not messages for sclltng products but

haveconslructlvepowerPowerlnthlsstudylsusedlnlhesameSensc.lsusedb}'Foucauldlan

fenunlst or femrnlst postslructurallst (see tlleoretlcal frame\\orl)

Conrrary to thc aforementloned clarms, sone rescarchers (Caballero. Lumpkrn, & Madden'

I989, Callcott & Phrlltps, 1996, Jaffe & Berger, 199'{) have found lhdt the use ofslereotypes xr

advertlslng cannot always persuade consuners to buy producls Adverttsers belreve that lhe usc

of stereotypes makes lt easler lo communlcate to a targct audlencc and to sell thelr Producls than

the usc of muluple, rcaltsllc values and belrefs

The crux of dtscusston here ls that medla slereotypes (lncludlng thosc presented ln ad\ertlsemenl

and soap operas) arc soclally constructcd rmages that are often one-dlmenslonal and dlstorted ln

therr ponrayal ol*omen (Dates & Barlo\, I990, Das,20ll) Nlanl researchers (re' Gunter

1995, Maostead and McCulloch l98l) belteve that tele\'lsron adverllsements present rdeaLzed

(rather than typtcal) lmages of approprlate behavtours and roles for males and females I e '

makrng televrslon odvenlslng an lmponant factor ln developlng notlons of \\hat Jpproprlate

behavlours and roles are for each gcnder It has been argued thal lhe manncr ln \\hlch men and

women are portrayed ln adYe lsemenl and soap operas malnlalns ilnd relntbrces exlstlng

stereotypes of nroscuhnlly and femlnlnlty (Allan & Coltrane 1996' Furnhanl & MaL l999

Mcnstead & McCulloch l98l)

2.6, Womcn as homcnl!kcrs

Tele\rslon deprcts male characters focused on thelr career \\'l1lle female s characters nlore

concerned and focused on household and t'amlly care or they comblne these actlvltles ulth thelr

\\'ork Many studres (re, Stgnorrellt. 1982, Lauzen et al ,2008. Bartsch et al ' 2000' Lauzen

12



&Doae4 2005, Stem & Mastro, 2004, Luif, 2014) found thar female

found m programmes abour honre and famrly

characters were largely

Women are more often represented ln tnterpersonal roles related to household and care

(Greenberg & Collerte, 1997, Srgnonellr & Bacue, 1999) Women are portrayed almosl

exclusr\,ely as housewrves, mothers or sex obJects (Judrrh & Lerrne, l97j) Judlth & Le\1ne

(1973) claim that tle important roles assrgned to women are cookrng, cleaning and nurturmg

(houseurves) Brown & Campbeil (1986) asserted that males are seldom shor\n dolDg

hotrsewor| Horovltz ( 1989) pornted out that men are tlprcally represented as unrnterested ln and

rncompetent tn domestlc chores (cookrng and chtld care)

Studres have also found thar

Solomon. 198.1. Domrnrck &

1975, Krm & Lowry,2005)

uomen are poirayed as much \ounger than men (Caballero &

Rauch, I972, canahl et al , 2003, Grlly. 1988, McArrhur & Reslo.

Marrtal status of female chamclers was more llkely to be kno\u1 than rhe marrtal status ofmales

srgnonelh also spotlighted that notlons of maurage. home, famr)y and romance are rnlporrant

aspects of the \ray characters are portrayed and tend to be much more devcloped tn female

characters than male characters" (Srgnoflelh 1982 589)

2,7. Mcn as profcssion.ls

Women rn (elevlslon soap operas were less Lkely to be portrayed as ha!rng an occupatlon (Bretl

& Cantor, 1988, Furnham & Brtar. 1993, Glasscocl.200l, Lauzen et al .200g, Srgnorrell &

Kahlenberg. 2001) On the contrary, males arc more llkely than females to be ponrayed as

officrals, officers and labours rn the publc domaln (Allan & Colbane. 1996, Domrmck & Rauch,

1971. Fenante et al , 1988. Ganahl et al , 2003. Gilly, lggg) Srmrlarll,. men are more

13



representcd rn mstrumental and leadershtp roles, they are sho\m wlth clear career onented goals

thon \,!omen (see Lauzter & Dozler, 200.1) lt Is now an estabLsh t)ct that televrsron terl dePrct

men in work settmgs, and women rn home settrngs (Arrma. 2003. Fumham, Babrtzkow' eI 41,

2000, Furnham & Brtar, 1993. Furnham et al ,2001, Grlly, 1988. Mazzella et al '1992,

Mwangr,l996)

2.8. Mcn and womcn rGprcscntatlon with products

Young grrls and womcn have been found to bc more hkely than young boys and men lo

represent household products (domeshc products), whereas male characters llove been fould to

be more ltkely than female characters to rcpresent financlal or technlcal Ploducts-non-domestlc

products (Allan & Coltrane, 1996, Caballero & Solomon, 198'1, Canahl et al' 2003' Lovdal'

1989; McArthur & Resko, 1975, Krm & Lo$D, 2005) Researchers have argued thai t'emale

chamclers are Irkely to represent body or household products, whereas male characlers are llkely

to rcpresenl senlce Products'automobtle [computers. cameras' \\atc]l and other machrnes used

rn the pubLc domaml (Furnham, Babltz-kow, et al , 2000a, Fumham, Mak' et al ' 2000b'

Fumlam e/ .,1, 2001; Fumham & Voh, 1989, Neto & Prnto, 1998,Das'2011) Stmtlarly' Cratg

(1992) found that women \!ere more lrlely than men to appear as chatactcrs in nledrctne

advertrsements than tn advertlsements for other products Women rvere also portr'l)od as expefls

on home mcdlcal care often as mothers ca ng for rll chrldren or [vrves callng for] srck husbands

(Crury, lg92) The polnt to be hlghllghted here rs that lhrs deplchon of $omen tn medrctne

advertlsemenls and thelr assoclabon \!lth medlclne communlcate se\eral messages' I e won]en

arc fragrle and get tll and slck easrly Thts also relnforces the assertlon that the assoclallon of

medrcrne wrth women ln televlslon advertlsements "shows tltt advertlsers take advantage of
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stereotyplcal lmages ofwomen as hone nuses and naturallze stereotvpe ofuonren as nurturers.,

(Ullah & Khan, 2011 13)

2.9. Thc rernforccmcnt of fcmininity and masculintty through Tclcvisron Votce

Women hare been found to be porlEyed as product users lathcr rhan os product authonltes or

experts (Coltrane & Messrneo, 2000, Grlly, I988.1 Generally, thcre has been a conslstent

preference for men as spokespersons for valous products (Crarg, 1992, Fumiam & Bttar, 1993,

Lovdal, 1989, Moore & Cadeau, 1985). Albett, women are thought to be morc lrLely to be

spokespersoDs for food, cosnretrc and beauty products (Cralg. 1992), a l.1rge proportlon ofthese

products were endorsed by male votce-overs, a sltuatlon that deplcls lnen as more credlble and

authontanan As noted by Fumltam & Bltar (1993), adlertlsements use vorce-overs for

conveylng lmportant lnformatlon about a product ln an author(attle manrer Prevrous studtes

have conslstentl)' mdtcated that male votceovers are more lrkell to be uscd than limale

vorceovers ln the Umted States, Bntaln, France. Sparn and many olher countnes (Bresnahan et

al 2001, Bretl & Cantor 1988, Ferante ct al , 1988, Fumlam & Brtar 1993, Fumham er al ,

2000a; Mrlner & Hrggs 2004), I do clalm that the findrngs of thrs sludy wrll fill the gap rn the

exrshng hterature from Paklstant perspecttve

llenshn (1997) clarmed that females are more llkel) to be portrayed as p,rsslye and rndecrslve ln

TV commcrctals women's volces are rarel) used as the volceovcr ln votce-oters. men.s votces

domnated women's vorces (Domrnrck & Rauch. 1972. Ganahl er al .200j, fovdcl. I9E9

Prenacrne & Schell, 1995) Many research studres exarnrned that ntale chamcters havc been

more hkely than female chalactcts to appear ln volce-overs (FutnhaDl. Babltzko\.\. et al .2000.

Fumham & Brtar, 1993. Furnham & Farragher, 2001, Fumharr. NIak. et al , 2000. Grlly, 1988.

Mazzells et al , 1992. Neto & Prnro, 1998, Das, 201 I)
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Accordlng to Syed (2006), ln vorce-overs, mole lorces \\ere presented as 'authontatrle' and

f'emale volces as rnformatlve and seductlve Wood (2005) asserts that olle of the most pervasrve

ways rn *hrch medra define males as autholltres rs In commelcrcis E\en whel1 commerclals ale

armed at sellmg products related to \\omen, up !o 90 percent of the tln]c, me['s volce ls used to

cxplarn the value of what rs berng sold (Basow, 1992, p l6 I , B retl& Cantor, 1988)

In tcrms of argument fpes, female characters have been tbund to bc nlore lllcly to use non-

screnhfic arguments, wheroas male characters are more hlely to use sclentliic arguments \\hen

representrng products (Fumham. Ivlak, et al , 2000, Iuazzella et al. 199:, Neto & Prnto, 19981

Henslm (1997) pomted out that femalcs are more hkely to be porlrayed as passlve and

rndecrsrle ln commcrclals women's vorces are rarely usedas the volce over These tmageshare

restnctrve ldeas about rvomen's rolc rn soclet)' (Stgnorlelh, 1989, 1990)

2.10. Womcn's identrty and rccognition

Identrty formatron and the fluldrty of rdentrty are subject to femlnrst research tbr almost sl\

decades Much olmedra researchers 0e lucArthur & ResLo, it)75. Furnhan & Brtar. 1993)

concluded that televrsron reprcsent and defined \\omen ln roles lhJl delined them In temls of

therr relatronshlps wlth others rn thc capacrr)' of spouse, parent, frtend or gtrlfrrend Femmlsts

have argued that allhougb soap operas and dramas are \\'omen's fictlon. they present a

conservatlYe vrew ofthe soclal \\orld Manl 0f the rnteracltons that occur on soaps operas are

famrl) centred (spouses relatronshrp, parent chrldrer relatronshtp. stbLngs relattonsh:p and so

forth) Thrs means (hat vrelvers ma) lend to belre\e that fanlrly rs ccntralll rmportant m llfe

(Alrmed,20l2) The pornt to be noted here rs that soap opclns/dran1.rs, and rdenttficatton \!lth the

characters w(hln them, have thc potenhal to challenge or rclnlorce )oung people's \teNs and

oplnlon about therr soclal worlds Soap operas, no doubts, offer spaccs rn \hlch tladrhonal



nolrons femmrrutres can be performed or nerv fenlrnlnlttes can be en\lsloned and performed

tfuough ther rclahvely safe fiedrated genrcs of televtslon fic ons Thus, soap operas .rre

productlve, "rt produces realrty, rt produces domarns of objects and ntuals of truth" (Foucault,

t91'7,191\

It should come as no sulpflse rllat tradtttonal gender stcreot),pes poslt lhat men represent the

ldeal or norm aganst whlch uouten are ludged As such, women become the perpetuai other,

valued prrmanly rn ther relatrons to others, nten ln panrcular (Donelson. 1999. Lauzen, Dozrer

et al . 2008) Wlen multiple programmes across TV chaDnels repeat these gendered roles. the)

assume the all of truth and credrbilrty (Merskrn, 2006) Trndrhona] portrayals of women. thus,

serve the dual purpose of seemtng "natural and normal" (Merskrn, 2006 5) whlle

srmultaneously perpetuatmg gender hegemony Thrs study uses theones of gender hegemon) as

the)' were used b1, R W Connell (1990) I allenlpl to take up Connell's concept of hegemonrc

masculrnlty as one of the central concepts rn the thcoretlcal liJmework to come up wlth an

explanation for horJr hegemonrc relatrons Jrc reproduced alongsldc the producrron of plural

fenrnlnrtrcs and masculmltres (see theorehcal frante\\'ork 1'or deurled drscussron)

2.11. Womcn rcpresentation in thc publrc doorain

Research studres on school te\tbooks (seo Ullal,20J3) and televrsror (see Khan,2010) rn

Pakrstal1 have found tl]at women ale rcpresented ln selected professtons/occupatlons ln the pubhc

domarn Macdonald 11995) argucd that male as \\cll as fenrale characters are narnly emploled rn

the servlce sector of econom),, although nren tend to occup) lhe lcadershlp and managenal

posrttons whrle \\omen characters are deplctcd engaged rn cleanrng. cookrng or washrng dresses

Accordrng to Wood (2004). s,hen medla portra) !\omen rvorL ru publc domarn thelr caree.

Lves tvplcall), recerve llttle or no altentlon Allhough rhese characters l1Jve tttles such as la\ners
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or doctors, but they are sho\\n predomlnontl) assocrated \\tlh homem,rlels, mothers alld \\l\es

Sandla Bem (1981a) argued that tclcvlsron poffaldls of femdles m thc publrc domatn rs narrow

and restrrcted 10 mrdwves, doctors and plnk collar lobs rrhrch Sandra calls sexrsm and

unprofesslonallsm of medla

Rrgrd gender stereorypes regardmg approp0ate domestlc and $ork roles ma) be teasrng lor

women lnsprnng to expenence both $ork and famll) lrves (Srgnonell & Kahlenberg,

2001 )Lauzen et al , argues that "through long-term erposure to teleuslon. vlewers' career

cholces may suffer as tlese pofirayals seem to cofiLmunrcate po\\eriul message that women

cannot have hlgher status, better pa) lng Jobs and ntalntarn a successful mamlage" (Lauzen et al .

2008 20) N{ale characters \\ere more hkell than females to \\ork a d that males held a lvrder

variety ofoccupations than females (rbrd) Van Evra (1990) ldentlfled that televlsron presents a

mlsleadrng and stereotyprcal plcture ofoccupatlonal cholce for \!omen

2,12. Mcn as supportcrs rnd \romcn as dcpcndcnt

Many research studles found lhat televisron programmes represent \\'onlen dependent olr nren

(see Furnham et al ,2000, Fumham & Brtar. 1993, Furnhanl, el al .2000b. Neto & Prnto.

1998) Televrsron progaammes (soaps. dramas aDd ad.r,ethsertrcnts) shorl rvomen as passl\e atrd

dependent who always needs men's care and anentron, rvhrle nules are shown lgnoflng,

cxplortrng or drrectlng rvomen (see Brown, Campbell & Frsher. 1986) TV programmes relnforce

gender stereotypcs b) portrayxlg males as domrnant, somctlmes evcn as rugged an,l fenrales as

se\y and submlsslvc Televrston represcnts men as the competent authonhes rrho save uoDren

fiom therr lncompetcnce (Modlcsh, 1982) Pume trme telellston contubutes to thrs xnage bv

shorvrng rvomen who need to be rcscucd by men and b1'prcsentrng !\omen as tncompctent nlore

than twrce as olten as men (Boyer, 1986, Ltchter et ol , 1986)
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Perrce's (1990) sludy found that \lomen do thrngs that please others Women coDtlnue to please

men cven at Lhe cosl ofthelr healtll and pleasure Adveltlscmenls Petsuade womcn lo use vanous

products to plcase others, especralll men \\'omen are constantly cautloned that lf women fall 1()

look good and please men, men mtght leave them (Rakorv, 1986) \\'ood (200'l) argues that

advertlsements manlfest power cues that echo the male domlnance and female subservrence

pattem For lnstance, men are usualll shown Posltloned above women. and uomen are more

frequently pictured rn varylng degrees of undress (Masse & Rosenblum, 1988, Nrgro et al ,

1988)

2.13. Wom.n as scr symbols and obJccts

Sexrsm ln mass medra has been researched \\ldel)' across socletles The e\lstlng body ol

lrteratue (Lysonskr, 1985, Krlbourne, 1999, Cortese, 1999, LaZ .2006, Ullah & Kian,20L4),

relealsthat adventsrng vivrdly contnbutes to gender ncqualrt) by promotlng se\lsm and

dlstorled body tmagc Sexrsm refcrs to the portrayals of women ln an tnfenor wa) relah\e to

thelr capabrhhes and potentlal, and l5 manlfested ln the deplchon of tradltlonal and decoratlve

rolcs u advertrsrng (Llsonskr, 1985; Pollay, 1986, Plakoyrannak. & Zolos. 2009) \l'omen

contrnued to be portra)ed as se:\ objects (l'lensln, 1997) For Couflne) and Whrpple t197'1)'

scxual oblect means when \Iomen had no role ln tlle commerctaL' but appeared as all ltem ol

aluactron and dccoratlon Kllbourne (1999) argued that se\ual \rLtrmlz'ltron of women oncc

llnlted to pomography, has found e\presslon not onl) ln films and tele\rsron sho\\'s, but ln

adveftrslng as well The body posrtions, facral expressrons, and serual po\ver relahoDshlPs

betNeen me[ and women that occur ln adverttslng have often bcen adoptcd from vrolen(

pornography Women's presence ln adverhsements has no substantlal relatlon to the ploduct,

rncreasrngly, the woman's role Is 10 b€ sexy and allunng (SulLvan & O'Connor. 1988. Trnrson,
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1995, Stalkrewrcz & Rossell. 2008) Women are especrally vulnerable because thetr bodles

haYe been obJechfied and commodltlzed for so long (Krlboume, 1999) ln fact, some have

suggested that the rncreascd enphasls tn advertrstng on sexuallt] Jnd se\ual a\atlabllrty has

reached an extent prevroush consrdered pornographrc (Sole] & Kurzbard. 1986 Nlacla) &

Covell, 1997, Hunt & Ruben, 1993)

Research findlngs demonshate the power of advertlsement portrayals o1'rvomen rn influencrng

gender-rolc athtudes. Lanls & Covell's (1995) study found that televrslon advertrsements

po(ra)ed \lomen as se\ obJects as compared to males who Bere shown rn progressrve role

rmages Such portrayals have been shown to encourage ngld. authofltarran gender-rolcs and

support male domrnance (La s & Covell, I995, Waller, Rore & Qurrrsey. 1993) In addr[on. a

Lnli has been dcscnbed among males' gendcr-stereolyped beLefs. thelr opposltlon to women's

equalrty, and therr hkeLhood of vtolence agarnst womefl (Mosher & Anderson, 1986, Walker et

al . 1993) It ls asserted that advertlsements rn rvhrch $omen are plesentcd as compelent. good

decrsron malers and progressrve roles models rathet than se\ objccts trould retnforce atutudes

supportrve ofequal treatmerlt (MacKay & Co!el. 1997)

2.1.1. Sclf-objcctifi cation

It ls not onl) mcn rvho controlmedra and obJectlf, \\omen. but some $omen themselr,es become

agent of therr as well as other uomen's objectlllcalton ln mass medla. the contenlporary woman

has been descnbed as young, thtn. slutttsh, p.rnltng se\ Inachlne \i lth norhlng on her fragrle mrnd

but fantaslzlng ways to assure her lover's ecsttsy (Rel,nolds. 1996) Constant e\posure to such

rmages of women may make the aveacge noman l'eel self-consctous, uncomfortablc,

embarrassed and tnsecure about her appearance It lsnot onl1, :lakrng common women
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embarrassed about thetr appearance but.women who stnle for equallh, ls negatlvcl, affected by

conhnued representatlon ofwomelt as sex obJects (Woll l99l)

Sexualzed rn'uges of young women satulate the medta, tcachlng gtrls from an early age that

therr bodles and appearance are unportanl measures oftherr self-qor1h (Ame can Psychologrcal

Assocratron Task Force on the Sexuallzahon of Grrls, 1007) The exposure to se\uall)'-

objectrfyrng medra has been hnked wrth self-obJectlficauon. body sun'erllance. body shame, and

an\iet! over appearance (see Gmbe et al, 2008, NIoffo & Huon 20051 Varrous studles hale

found that e\posure to medra, parhcularly televlsron. predrcts appearance-related concenls,

dletrng awareness, and body drssatrsfactron (see Dohnt & Trggemann 2006, Harrrson & Hefner

2006, Goodrn et al ,2011) Glrls are encouraged to dress and behave rn ways that accentuate

thelr bodlcs and srgnrf, therr se\ual avallabrlrt) At the same trme, the) leam that the) wrll be

ludged harshll'(vra terms such as slut or tease) rf therr se\ual conduct or appearance rs -'too

sexual " These contradrctrons have led some femr st researchers to descnbe grrls as walkng a

"tlghtrope of fenlmrnrty" (Farurd & Braun, 2006), needrng to slnke a careful balance between

berng sexually avarlable but not sexually expenenced, and sexually deslrable but not desrnng rn

tlerr own nght (Durham,l998, Krm & Ward, 2012) Self-oblectrficalron-wrth rts herghtened

consc,ousness of oDers own body-may also constrarn grrls' ph) srcal mo\'emenls and lnlparr thcrr

cogruhve de\elopment or motor performance (Fredrrckson & Harnson, 2005, Goodrn et al,

2011) It ls argued that rvomen's rncreased self-conscrousness can lead to a decrease ln

achrel'ement asprratrons (Gould, I 987. Macka)' & Covell, 1q97) ODc of thc ley concepls th.r t

thrs study would focus rs what conslrtules trghtrope of fcnlnrnrqv for Palrstaru women and horv

televrsron rn Pakrstan frame trghtrope of femrnrruty for $omen rn Paklstan?
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2. t5. Mcn's bclicf about wot[cn's positlon in socicty

WalLer et al , (1993) suggested lllcl lnale !r'ho holds tradrtronal stereot)ped belrett about womcn

are 'susprcrous ofand lfueatened b) the women's nlo!e cnl and \\llllng to use lbrcc to lmpose

hrs rvrll on women" (Walker et al , 1993 I(]37) In facl, there rs corlsrderable evldence lhat

authonta an attltudes and/or hlghly tradltlonal gcnder'role \le\\'s are connecled to pallerns of

lnafllal vrolencc bolh scxual and non-sexual, as well as to se\ual aggresslon outslde of nla lage

(Frnn, I986, Mosher & Anderson, 1986, SzymansLr et al , I993, Wal}'er et al ' 1993, Macka} &

Covell, 1997) In addrtlon, Baron & Stauss (1981) noted that rape rates correlate \\rth women's

status Although these findtngs show no dlrect Lnk betrveen the tnedla and vtolence agalnst

women. lt rs posslble thai contlnuous cxposurc to advcrllsements tn *lttch women are sho*'n as

obJects for se\ual gratrficahon may relnforce male attrtudes supportl\e ofse\ual agglesslon and

opposed to women's efforts to equallt) (Macka) & Covell, 1997)

2.16. Thcorics and conccpts cngag.d in mcdla and 8.nd.r res'arch

There rs a rvrde varlety of Oleorles and concepls utlllzed ln nledla and gender research But the

nrost relevant of these concepls and theones for thts research are lhe ones concernlng gender

constructron and gendcr representatlon Sonre olthese are dlscusscd here and rvrll be utlllzed

l.Ier on ln developrng the lheoretrcal framervorL for thts thests

2.17. Socral lcnrnrng thcor-a

One of the ley theorres of gender soclalrzatlon ls soclal lcJrl)lng lheoD Learnlng through

'lnlltatron' or'observatron' os a key mechanlsm ls proposed b1 socral learntng theory Soclal

leamrig theory thlnks of gender ldentrty and role as a set of beha\lours thal males and fenrales

learn from thelr socral envlronment (see Fagot, l9?8) The socral en\rronmenl tncludes famrll'

22



peer, school and media The concert ln thls study rs medta. parttcularll televlston To anrl)ze

mass medra, soclal leamlng theorv asserts that medla lmages lnlghr lead to the lmlutlon of

deplcted beha!rours by males and lemales and to the creahorl of nomts of acceplable behavrour s

(Balle) 2006, Morgan & Srgno elh, 1990) lt rs belteved that the beha\rours perlormed on

televlslon rs berng observcd and rmltated by the !le\,\'ers (see Bandura, 1973, 1986) Stmrlarly,

Barley (2006). Larson (20011, KahlenberB & Hern (20101 argue lhat tele\rsron rmages ma1 also

be stored rn memory and rvhrch may sene as cogmtl\'e scnpts lor laler retrre\al and use by

others Thts study. whrle engaglng soclal leamtng theory. attempts to hrgl lght ho\\, the

stereoqprcal gender representatlon on televtslon rn Paklstan may contnbute to the perpetuatlon

ofgendered socral order m the succeedlng generatlon

2.18. Culnvltion thcory

Cultrvatron theory ls a soclal theory that e\amtnes thc long-term effects ol tele\1ston on lts

vrewers The prxDary assertlon ofculh!alton theot\, lsthatthelnore trme \\e spend lt\,rng, lnlhe

televrsron world, the more ltkely we arc to belleve socral reaLt)'portra)ed on televrsron (Cohen

&Wermann, 2000) Thrs theory suggesls that exposure to medra content creates a rvorldvtew, or

a conslstent rmage of socral behavlor, norms, values, and structures, based on the stable vtew of

soclety provrded by the medra lGerbner& Gross, 1976, Cerbner, Gross et al . 199.1. D.ts, 20i I )

It clarms that consumers'pcrcepttons of soclal realtt) are heavrll rllluenced b1,ho\\ they scc

themsclves and othcrs portrayed rn the medra (see Shrum 1996. Tapper 1995, Das. l0ll) ln

other $ords. culttvatlon theoD poslts that conslslent lmages and portravals construct il spectljc

portlart ofrealtty. and as \1er\ers see more and more rmages. thel gradualll comc to culhvate or

adopt attitudes and expcctations about the *orld that colncrde \11tlt the rnlages lhey see

Although thrs model has typtcally been employed to explarn the tmpact of televtslon vloience
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peel, school and medla The concem ln thrs stud) ls medra. partrcularl) televLsron To anal)zc

mass mcdra, socral learnug theor] asserts that medta rmagcs Dlght lead to the lmltatlon of

deplcted behavlours b) males and females and to the crcatlon of norms of acceptable behavror.trs

(Barley 2006, Morgan & Srgnonelh, 1990) It rs beheved that lhe behavrours perfomred on

televrsron rs berng observed and lmltated by the vrervers (sec BanduJ. 1973, 1986) Stmtlarly,

Barley (2006), Larson (2001). Kahlenberg & Hern (2010) argue that televlsron tmages ma1'also

be stored l[ memory and rvhrch ma; sene as cog tr\e scnpts lor l.rter relr]e\'al and use b]

others Thrs study, whrle engaglng socral leamlng theory, attempts to hrghhght how the

stercotyplcal gender representatlon on telc\1sron ln Paklstan ma) contnbute lo the perpetuatlon

ofgendered socral order rn the succeedlng generatlon

2.18, Cultivation thcory

Cultrvatlon theory ls a socral theory that e\amlnes the long-term el'fects of televlslon on lts

vrewers The pnmary asse(lon of cultlvatron theor, ls that the more hme we spend ltvtng' ln the

televlsron world, the more lkely we are to beheve soclal reallty portrayed on telelrslon (Cohen

& Welmann. 2000) Thrs theory suggests that exPosure to medla content crcates a worldvlew, or

a consrstcnt rmage of soclal behavlor, nornls, values. and structures. bJsed on the stable vlet\ of

socrety provrded by the medta (Cerbner& Gross. 1976, Gerbrer, Cross et al , 199'1, Das' l0l I )

It clalms that consumers' perceptions of social rcallly are heavll) tnfluenced by hou they sce

themsel\es and others porha)'ed rn the medra (see Slfurn 1996. T.ipper 1995. Das,:011) In

other Nords. cultrvatlon theory poslts thal conslstent lmagcs aDd portra)als oonslruct a speclfic

portrart ofreallty. and as vlervers see more and more lnroges. theY graduall) come to culhvate or

adopt alrrtudcs and e\pectntrons about the $orld that corncrde \\rth the lmages lhe)' see

Allhough ths model has tlprcally been enrployed to c\plaln the lmpact ot tele\rslon \lolence
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(see Gerbner& Gross, 1976). rt has also been $tdel) applled to rhe cultr\atloD ofallltudes toward

gender roles (see Srgnorrelh, 1989) Fordetarleddlscusstonoftelerrsron'seffects on rts vle$ers,

sce James Shanahrn aad Mrchael Morgan's (1999) book Teleytsrott and lts I'rcvet!, culttratbn

thaor\,o dreseatch

AccordrnS to cullrvatron theory Gerbncr ( 1998), peoples' r rew of socrnl realrty rs coltslrucled b)

the mass medra, cspeclally televrslon Thel rend to learn and practrce stereot)pes presented lo

them by mass medra as reallty These realllles are presented ln lr'ays that contour lndl\ldual

behavrours ln a !\'ay that even lhe relatronshlps oi human berngs \\tth themseh,es. thclr bodres

and therr partners are lnfluenced by advertrsrng (Crddens, 199 )) Thrsnrcansthaltele\rsronte\1s.

as system of vlsual represenlatron, creates meanlng wrthln the "crrcurt" of culture, rt reflccts as

\\ell as contnbutes to pcrpetuatlon of cultuml norms and ralues (Hall. 1980, Albers-Mrller &

Celb. 1996) Televrsron te\ls, ad\ertrsemcnts and soap operas. constrtute our envrronment lD

*hrch "we s*,rm hke fish swrms rn the \later We cannot escape lt ad\erlrsrng nressages are

rnsrde our rntlmate relatronshrps, our homc, our hcarls. our heads' (Krlboune 1999 57.58)

Goffman (1979) argues lhat adverlrsements prcture men and !\omen rn rnteractron of'fer 'gender

drsplals" that educale the vre\\crs about con\e tronal modcs of gcnder lnieractron and se\ roles

Takrng al) the above mto consrdcratron, ll could be suggesled thal the lrulh lres sonre$lrere rn rhe

contlnuum betwecn the "mlnor" and the "nrold" argun'rent (Zotos & Tsrchla,20l.l) Srnce

ad\ertrsrng. as a system of!lsual representallon. creates meanlng \\lthtn lhe "ctrcurt" ofculture,

rt seems that rt both reflects and contflbutes to culture (Hall. 1980. Albers-lUrller & Celb. 1996)

The nalure of the relatronshrp betNeen gender.related values of socletv rnd gender slereotyprng

rn advertrsrng ls the focus of ir long-standrng debate Trro opposlng arglrments havc been

Jrtrculated. lhe "nrrrror" versus lhe -mould" crgumenl (Holbrook, I987. Pollay 1986. 1987)
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AccordlnS to the "mrrror" argument. adverttslng reflects \alues thnt already pre\atl ln a cultul3l

conte\t (Holbrook. 1987, Ersend, 2010) The rahonale behlnd thrs argument lles m the exlstence

of multrplc lnterrelated factoIS ln the coltemporary soc]o-economtc and polttlcal en!llorunent

that inJluence the value system of a soclety Therefore, thc tmpact of advertlstng seems

rnsrgnrficant (Zotos & Tslchla, 201.{) ln thrs Lghr, men and uomen featurcd rn adrerlrsements

generally have been typecast to adhere to the domrnant coucepts held regardrng gender roles

(Holbrool. 1987.) Conversely. rhe "mold" argument posrulares that advertrsrng molds and

rmpacts oD the values of tts rarget audrence (Polldy 1986, 1987) Thrs vrerv constders

advertrsenrents as a reflectlon of socrety. and rts prevalltng cultul.tl \alues (Nlanstead &

lvlcculloch, l98l)

According to Berger and Luckmam (1966), subjectl\,e reahly cannot be mamtamed \\lthout a

certam soclal base and socral processes SubJectlve reallty rs contlDued b1 conflrmatron or

alternahng possrblltres of reallty In other rvords, conslstenl medla rmages of stereotyprcal

gender roles have rernforced the pubhc's sublectrve realrtl (Pollay. 1986). and rhose rmages

remdln rn lhe publlc wrthout portrayrng the actual "reality" o f the socret) (Schudson. I 984 )

2.19. Scrism theory

Lrke race and ethrc lnequalttles, sexrsm has recetved consrderable attentron ln the past fc\\

decades Contemporary academrcrans hale el,tborated seusm and tall about ambr!alcnt se\lsm

Ambivalent scxlsm ls a theorettcal frameuork whlch asserls that se\tsm has t\ro sub-tlpes

'benevolent se\lsm" and "hostlle sexlsm" Hoshle se\lsm refers to manllesl negatl\c e\.rluahons

and stereotypes about a gender (for cxample the behef that woDrcn are tncompetent and lnfclor

to men) "Benevolent sexlsm" reflects gender that ma) seenl subjecttlel) posrtlve, but arc

dctMlly damagtng to women and gender equlty (for example, thg belref that women need to be
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defended and protected by men) Hostrlc se\rsm ls vrvrdly antagonlstlc lo\.!ard women \\ho trv to

challenge men's power and seek to garn control over men In other qords. dlrect crrttcrsm to

\lomen who do not ascnbe to tradrttonal gender roles It shous \\omen as lncompetent to make

lmponant declslons, deplctmg them as eastly manlpulated. vulnerable. and ueak (Ghck & Frsle,

1997) On the other hand, benevolent sexrsm rs a subJectrvel) posrtrve attrtude toward wonlen

who arc scen as ua-rmcr but less competent than cn Thts fornr of se\tsm rs more subrle and lt

evokes feehngs of protectlveness and sympathy toward t'emales, on the grounds of thelr

lnfeflolrty Benevolent sexlsm ts suggested to promote tladttlonal subsenlent female rolcs and rs

related to the deprctron ofwomen rn decomllve roles ln ad\enrsrng (Ghck & Frske 1996, tg9':,,

Plakoyrannakr et u1.,2008) Both hosttle and benevolent sexrsrr are evldent rn categories of

female role stercotypes rn tclevlslon text (Gltck & Frsle 1996. 1997) lt rs rntercstrng to obsen,c

that modem medla scems to portray female bodres tkough the use of retro-seust" rmagery of

\\omen rn adverhsrng (Grll & Arthurs 2006, PlaLoyrannakr & Zotos 2009, Zotos & Tsrchla,

201.1) Retro-sexrsm ls defined as a socral and stlltsttc phenomenon. based on the

comnunrcatron ofculturally sanctioned aspects of femlninlty related to notrons oI dependellc).

attrachveness, and adherence to household tasks (Whelehan,2000. Wrllramson, 2003) Whereas

somc researchers clalm that retro-sexlsm tn adveftrslng appears to empower women. othcrs

suggest thls phenomeron can be seen as a bacl.lash agalnst ltnlrmsm (Grll & Herdreckerholf,

2006) The marn drfference berween retro-se\tsm and earller limale sexuaLzed lmages lles ln the

assmlllation of femrnrst cntrclsm aganst sexlst advertlslng. so as to producc "commelclal

femrnrnrtles" rn the servlce of conmodrty consuntptlon (Lazar. 2006 p 505)
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Pa rt Trvo:

2.20, Theorcttcal Fremcryorlr

The theoretrcal frame tvork for televrston soap opeaas and dramas can be traced back to t$o

pnncrpal precedrng research approaches thc analysls ofthe representatton ofgender, socral class

and race based on the narratrve slructure of the text, and the analysts of consumptlon and

perceptron of these soap operas and dramas, rn whrch ethlographrc studrcs plal a crucral role

The purposc of thrs research study ls to examme gender representatton m pakistotu soap operas

and drama seflals Therefore, thc study 1s bloadly located tn lhe representabon approach wrthln

the framework of femlntsm and femlnist medla studles

For the rnformed analysrs of the soap operas and dramas seuals, I outllne the theoretrcal

framework to understand and hrghllght the ways ln whrch televrston rn paktstan rernfolces

hegemonrc moscultnlty and rdeahzed femrnrmty. The anelysrs of televtslon drscourses around

gender demands for the apphcatron for several theoretlcal concepts/theones such as Gramscr,s

theor) of hegemony, Louls Althusser theory of rdeology, Connell,s concepl of hegemonrc

mascuhmty and Mlchel Foucault's concept ofdrscourse

The Itahan M.Ixlst Antonto Cramsct developed the concept of /rt gealorlr, to descrrbe the manner

through whlch the rullng class domrnatcs by securrng lhe popular consent to rts rule (Glanscl.

l97l ) In other words. Gramscl used the $ ord hegemonl to descDbe lhe domrnaDce of one socral

ci4ss over others (tbtd) The lheory of hegemony brought to llght how mshtutrons (famrly,

educalron and mass medta) functlon as tools that supporl and transmrt the rullng rdeolog),(rulrng

class rdeas and belcfs) as common sense reahty ln thls sense televtslon can be seen a partrcular

rnstrument of ruhng class hegemony For the purpose of thls stud). I assume men as the rultng
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class and women as the subjugated class and tr) lo htghllght ho!\ nlen Lrse lelevrsron dlscourses

as common sense leallty to encouragc subjccls (men and \\onlen) to e\perlcnce Sendcr as

"nalural" and that mascullnlty ls self_ldentlcal $lth men and t'emlnlnlt)' \\lth \!onlen Thls study'

houever. does not tcke lnto account lhe notlon of mascullnlty and femlnlnlt] ils slngular

constructs but draw on Connell's approach to mascullnltles and lemlnlnllles as plural and

socrclly sltuated

Masculrnrty means a se! of attfibutes, bchavlours and roles generall) cssoclated trlth boys and

men whereas Femrnlnlty ls a set of beha\lours, roles aDd attrlbules tsenerally assoclated \\llh

glrls and women Thls study takes the soclologlcal perspectlve on gender/mascullnlty and

femrnnnty or Eender ldentllles as soclally constructed categorlcs rathel than blologlcal ones

Femrnrntty cnd mascullnlt) has changed oler ttme and dtfl'er fronl soclety to soclety and even

\ulhrn a socret)' (Kehrly, 2007) It was thls soclal constructronlst undershndrng of gendcr /

mascuhnlty and femlnrruty that lhe Austrahan socrologlst Rae*yn Bob Connell extenslvell'

argued on subJect of mascullnrty and shlfted attentlon auay from the notlon of lnascullnrty as a

srngular, unrversal category to\\'ards the rdea of mascutlntttcs as a plural and socrall)' srtuated

category (Connell. 1995) Thrs Dleans concepls of mascuhntty and tennnlnlt) are lnultlple LLe

other gendcr categorles Connell dlfferentlated betlveen rartous tlpes ol nlascullnrty that occur

rn real() and argued that ln any glven sltuallon cerlaln \erslon of nrasculrnlty become donrtnant

or hegr:rnontc tnosculrTlrr' (Keht ly, 2007)

For Conncll, hegemonrc mascullnlly ls a partlcular vanel) of nr'tscullnlt) to $hrclt somett and

other (young. homosexual men) are subordlnated ln hegemonlc mascullne socletles mascullnl!)

ls the standard from whlch every thtng else ls measured, and mascullne lralts are the most deslred

and vatued rn socrcty (Connell, 1995) Hegcmonrc mascullnlty ls the culturally rdealrzed fomr ol
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mascullne character (Connell, 1990 83) \rhrch emphaslzes physlcal ioughness and

compehtlveness as well as the subordrnallon of \\'ome[ Connell argued that "sucl] ldeallzed

foon of mascuLmty became hegemonrc uheD tt rs udely accePted ln a culture and when thal

acceptance rernforces the domlMnt gender rdeology ofthe culture (Tltr1lllo. 1991 290) Thts

reveals that hegemonrc mascuLnlty rs not "the properD of a ceftaln nlJn, but a spccLfled soclo-

cultural normatlve standard, to rvhrch mell al1d boys are geared Thrs normatlve structule grves

the locahon on the top ofthe gender hterarchy to a boy or a man who supposedly possesses these

propertres and shares these values (Kon,2008). Thus, hegemonrc mascullnrty rs the general

acceptance of mascuhnlty as the prlmary charactenstlc of [an)] soclety that places women ln

posrhons below men (Pedersen,2002) In srmple words, hegemonlc mascullnrt) rs what It meaDs

to be a man/boy m a partrcular cultural context, My goal m thls study ls to emplo)'ee Colnell's

cotcepL hegemoruc m4.tcr//rrrll' to televlslon dlscourses ln Paklstan

. Medra and gc[der studres scholars hlghlrght at least fi\e feature ol hegemonrc mascuLrruty (1)

5 Phyr,"al tougluess and force-(2) Professronal and occupatlonal accompllshment (3) patnarchy

-- 
(4) heterosexuahty (5) frontrersmanshrp (see Brod, 1987, Connell, 1990)

Lookrng at lhe [rst feature of hegemonlc mascllllnlt). thls study argues that Dascuhnrq' ls

hegemoruc \\hen power rs demonstrated as force or conhol that ls rested rn body of gender

relations that rleline mett as l]olders of pouer and uomen as suboldlnate and thls ls one of thc

mam ways u whrch the supellorlty o[men ls naturallzed (Connell. 1983 23) Secondly, the study

lakes rnto account mascultnlt)' as hegemonlc $hen lt ls assocla!ed wlth professtonal and

occupatronal success and aclllevenlent ln contcmpolJO sootery I'lete nry focus u'tll also be to

hlghllght how telcusron soap operas pnvrlege ntcn's uorl over uomen's wotk Dtawtng on the

thlrd fcature of hegemoruc mascullnlly, thls study argues lhat mascullnlty ts hegemonlc when
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men control women ard chlldren m the famrly (fanullal pat arch)') ls qell as control women

and other (poor) men rn soclety m general (publlc patnalchy.) Fanrltal patflarchy exlsts when

men are breadwlnners. famrly protectors and slrong father and husband figures whereas women

are houscwrves, nurturmg mothers and sexual obJects (see Trulrllo, 1991) The fofih featue

fronhersmanshlp allows me to argue that how televrsron dlscourses tdealtze men wrth good

mrddle class valucs and career asplratlons as meD's domalD

Tlrus, drawrng on Connell's notlon of multlple ha5culmrtteJ (1995) and hegenontc mascullltty

( I 987, I 995) as central conccpts, I attempt to eramme and hrghh g)tt ltow hegemontc mascultnrty

and enlphastzed femtnouty haye been naturallzed through televlslon soap operas m Pakrstan I

hrghhght how hegemonlc mascultlury and emphasrzed/rdeahzed femrulnlty operare on the lerraln

of conlmon sense and coDvenhonal nomatlve standards I :.].se the entplnttzed fenlmDlty ds

rnterchangeable concept wtlh tdeolEed Jemtnrrl/), B] these terms I nlean acomplete compllance

to patnarchy Thrs rnsrght from Connell's.*orL rs helpful to shed Lght on how some femrnrnlty

arc hegcmonlc and other subordrnate whefl lt comes to gender re]atrons I also touch upon the

concept of multrple femlnrnltres and explaln ho\\ hegemonrc mascullnrt] and hegentonlc

femmrnlty ate ln1phcated ut cnd rntersect wrth class

I also engage and draw on Mrchel Foucault's concepts ofpoxcr and dtscourse For Foucault

power ls somethlng that exlts everywhere and emerges liont every' socral lnteractton and thus

pervades the socral body He argues that "power rs e\er)\\here. not becaLrse 1t embldces

everythrng. but because rl comes from everl'rvhere" (Foucault, 1978 93) Crltrclzxlg the

tEdrtronal notron of power (power e),rts rrl the hands of the so\erergn or the state.) and pre\']ous

IUar\rst and Frcudran analyses of power (po*er ls fundamentall) represstve). Foucrult argued

that power flows through the caprllarres ofthe soctal body and ls pnnanly productlre. as he puts
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lt "power produces. rt produces reahty, lt produces domarns of oblects and ntuals of truth"

(1977, 194) It also, accordrng to Foucault, prodlrces sublects (Mcnay, 1992) For Foucault,

power subjects mdlvlduals, m both senses of the term, rt srmultaneously creates them as subJects

by subjechng them to power Foucault's emphasrs on the local and caprllarl natule of power

clearly has been extremcly frurtful for femrnrsls lnterested rn analyzrng domrlatlon Power ls

therefore a cruclal concept in fe l st analysrs Many femrnrsts (lnown as Foucauldran-

femrnrsts) have eKtensrvely dra*'n on Foucault's analysrs ofpo\cr

Foucduldrao-temrnrst analyses of power draw on Foucaull's accounl ol dlrctph ar) pov'er tn

order to cfltrcally analyze emphastzed or normalNe femmthtty In Dlsctpltne and P ntsh 119'77),

Foucault hrghlighted the l8m century dscrplinary practices rn schools, pnsons, rndustles-

lncludhg regulatrons of bodlly nrovements, detarled trme tables/schedules, and sunerllance

mechanism I-Ie explarned how these practlces shape the bodres ofpuprls, pnsoners and labors

rnto docrle bodres (19'71, 135-169) Foucault argued that these drsctpltnrng practrces are dcslgned

rn ways that compel the lnmates to self-survetllance, tn Foucault s !\ords subject to therr o\\'n

sublectron" (1917 203) Dmwng on the e\tendrng Foucault's accounl of ltsctphnary poter.

Sandra Bartky argued that the dtsctpltnary practrces engender femtnrne doclle bodres- dtetrng

practrces. Irmrtatrons on mobllrt) and bodl'language. and bodrly beaullllcatlon Thc gendered

drscrpLnary practrces (dlctrng, restncted one's moiement, occup)mg less space, keeprng body

harrless, harr perfectly styled and other beauttficahon strategles) pushed them to self-

survelllance Bartky, observlng the gendered dtsctpltntng praclrces argued,

"lt ls women themseh'es who practlce thts drsctpltne on a,ld agalnst lhelr o\\'n

bodres The woman \\'ho check her maLc-up half a dozen ttmes a da) to sec rf her

foundalron has caked or her mascara run, who wornes that lhe urnd or rarn ma) spoll her
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harrdo, who look frequeitly to see rf her stockrng have bagged at the ankie, or who.

feeLng fat, monrtors eveD tlung she eats. has become. Just as surely as the Inmate ln the

Panoptrcon. a self-pohcrng sublect, a self commrtled to relentless self-survetllance Thts

self-surverllance rs a form ol obedience to patnarch)" (1990, 80)

Foucault's concepts of pot'er and dscrplmaD' power, Pdrtlcvlarly the way Bartly used the later

one. are extremely helpful conccpts to my analysls of telelrsron soap operas Dra\\mg on

Foucault's concept of power and drscrphnary power, I analyze hoB' q'omen are subjected to

nornatlve fcmlnlnlty tlrough televislon drscourses The dlscourses of dtet, excrclse, skln care,

harr style, good grrl, good woman, good mother ond good wtfe. push rvomen to self-survelllance

and complete compLance and obedrence to cultural noams and colllpllance to patrlarchy

Thc theoretlcal framework outLned above dlrected my research focus and factlltated my analysls

and argument. It provtded me wlth a lens to u'lvestlgate the televlslon dlscourses t'rom femrnlst

stand pomt I use dlscowse as lt used by fcmlnlst poststructurallst (see methodology)
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CHAPTERTHREE

Methodology

3.1. Introductron

In thls chapter I posrtron my research study wlthln the $'lder field of qualrtalrve research As

stated earller and relterated here that most of our news and enterlalnment comes from tele!lslon

Thereforc, socrologrsts In general and femltusts tn partrcular focus to exanlne the dynamlc of

gender rssues rn televrsron soaps and dramas, thele are at least trvo prrncrpal precedlng research

approachcs (a) thc analysls of the consumptlon and receptlon ol these serlals, rn whrch

ethnographlc studres play a cruclal role, and the analysls ofthe represenlahon of gender based on

the narratrYe structures of the text Thls study. as e\plamed ln the stan of the theoretlcal

frameworl, has been carrred oul In the broader domarn of rePresentahon approach wlth thc

specrfic focus on how men and women are portrayed and rcpresented ln televlslon soaps and

drana senals m Pakrstan

Thls study qualltatrvely examlnes whether men and \!omen are represented as typrcalll femtnrne

or mascullne h thls study I am also lnterested \\hether the tradltlonal gender rolcs are

challengcd and tf so in what way and to \Yhat extent lr{y ke1' tesearch questrons are of a

descnphve nature When conduchng research of a descrlpttvc nature. lt ls nol eDough to lLrst

dcsc be data, the data also needs to be used rn an tntercstlng and cntrc.rl way Thrs demands that

the analysrs needs to be based on a clear analytrcal tool. ln order to dralv conclusrons othel lhsn

those explrcltly revealed ln the data (Esalasson el al ' 1007) Il1 qualltahve research Ms

Lmmcnsely Lnportant to tell the readers what the researcher drd and lvhy s/he dld thls way

Havlng sald thls, the forthcommg dtscusston explalns how dld I canl out thrs researche What
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dramas and televlslon chaDrels u'ere analyzed and whye How data \\as collect? What analyttcal

tool and method were used to analyze data and malie sense of lt9 ln shot lt out]lnes the

methodologrcal steps adopted to conduct thrs research

3.2. Selcction of Channcls and Dt amas

Thrs studl rs a qualltatlvely examrnes telerrsron dlscouNes llt four televrston dramas/soaps

broadcast on PTV home and Hunr TV It would have been an rmpossrble task to analyze all

dramas broadcast on all channels Therefore, I confincd my study 10 four dramas of two channels

so to set and determlned the paranrcters ofmy research The focus \\as thus ltmlled to the dramas

broadcast on PTV Home and Hum TV rn the year 2015 (July to December) because the arm ls ro

cxamlne the present natue of representaoon The selectlon of PTV and Hr.:rn TV for analysrs

was purposrve and not random Unhke quanhtatrve research, qualrtatrve research uses a dlfferent

logrc and follows non-probabilrty samphng technlques for selectlng a populatlon or unlt for

study The populatron or study unlls are selected dellberately for thelr specrfic characterstlcs thal

are of srgrullcance to the research study.

3,3. Sclection of PTV Homc

Thls study examrned the ponrayal of men and \\omen or nascullnrt) and femlnrnlty on Paklstan

Televisron Network (PTV Home) PTV Home, the oflglnal PTV, ls twenty four hour state run

entcftarnment channel founded on 26 November 1961 PTV \\as the first ma1or tele\'rsed medla

broadcastmg netNork rn Pakrstan and popular lor lts hour-long drarna senes and senals The

reasons for examlnrng the representatlon of men and \lomen on PTV Home were firct, '!t ls

accessrble to all Paklsta crtlzcns rrrespectlve of therr geograplrrcal locatrons lD the count+''

(Ullah & KIan,20l4 28) Second. thrs channel rs wdely avarlable lo the people ofrural areas ol

Pahstan where pnvate cable televrsron networks are erther resrsted on rellglous and cultulJl
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grounds or do not exlst at all Thrrd, broadcastlng on PTv home rs to be consldered as an

expressron of the state's pomt of vrews (Ullah & Khan, 2014 28) Fouflh. PTV home, m the

officral dlscourses, rs trtled a "fa ll) channel" whrch means parents chlldren and other famrl)

members, lEespechve of the[ age and sex, can watch together

3.4. Sclcctlon of Hum TV

Today, Pakrstar has over 60 pnvate Televlslon channels Thc broadcasttng of these pnvate

televlslon channels largely rematns concentated ln the urban centres/cltles of the country Many

ofthese channels broadcast mulhplc entertamnent progranunes and dranMs I feel rt rs important

to mentlon here that analyzng more than one prlvate channel was not feaslble for tlus srudy due

to trme constramts I also felt that at least one popular prtvate channel would be enough lbr

analysrs and drscusston of gender representahon ln Pnvate TV channels Hum TV r,!as selected

o[ the basls ofpurposlve sampltng Hum TV rs one ofthe several prlvate channels popular fol lts

hour-long drama senals and short duratlon soaps (Khan,2010) Madnrel al ,l21l4), on the basls

of thglr study, concluded that Hum TV rs wrdely watched bl all age groups and classes Based

only on Hum TV, I cannot make too broad generalizatrons about gender rcpresentahon on

prrvatc channels Ho*ever, I sttll beheve that the study of Hum TV, ln conjunctton wlth the

country officlal TV channel, adds to the ovcrall understandrng of gender representatron ln

Pakistanr televrsroD dramas Thus, the declsron of selechng Huln TV was nol random but was

based on purpostve samplng By purpostve sanlpltng here I mean a serles of strateglc cholces

about how, when and wtth rvhom one does one's research (sec Pal)s. 2008)

3.5. Selcction of Sorps/Dramas

Soaps were chosen for analysls because they are rarcl) recognlzed for thclr potentrall)'

slereotyplcal replesentahon of men and wolnell m Paklstan Soap opcras and dramas have an
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established presence on Pakrstam televrsron Pakrstanr soaps and dramas ha!e been successful

acloss Paklstan and abroad from the very lnceptron of telerlsion ln 196.1 lt \ lll nor be Jn

exaggemtlon to argue that soaps and dramas are among the most popuhr foIms ofentertamment

rn Paklstan

I lhlnk lt rs mlportant to nreDhon here that rt would have been an rmpossrblc task to analyze all

dramas broadcast on all channels, therefore, boundarres uere needed to be set to determlned the

parameters of my rcsearch The focus was thus llmlted to the dramas broadcast on PTV Hotue

and Hum TV ln the year 2015 becausc the alm rs to examrne the present nature of gender

representatlon A sample was then selected from PTV Home and Hum TV dramas The manl

sampllng method chosen for the selectlon ofdramas was slmple randonr sampLng Therefore, the

research may be consrdered a case study focusrng pnmaflly on four drama set|3]s. Jeeno

DushteorSaht, Mah Roy, Akelt ontl Jugno, whrch \aerebroadcast b) the selected channels I

acccpt that the selectlon of four dramas from two channels ma] be crrhclzed fronr quanhtatlve

research perspectlve as weak bJses for broad geneEllz.llrons about gender representallon In

Pakrstan Thrs does not mean that the research rs not reptesentattle I strll beleve that thrs study,

albelt small and only concentatlng on four dramas from t\r'o chaDnels, sulficrentll erpltcates

and adds to the overall llterature regardrng gender representatron and tf the dramas, as thrs study

found, are showrng slmllar trpes of gender representatlon as ln pre\tous studles on teievlslon

programnes and commerclals rn Paklstan. broader generaltzatrons are posslble and relelant

srnce the) are substantrated by prertous studres Thus, thcse four soaps and dramas mal be a

taken rnto account as a representatron ofthe Pakrstanl televtslon dramJs Moleover. thls sample

srze may not be consldered problematrc by loolrng at the qualltatl\ e nature of the stud)
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3.6. Mcthod ofColl.cting and Transcribrng (hc Dala

Thc dala for thc study came from 155 cptsodes of the four dramas lJeena Dushvar Sahr. Maht

Ra1', Akelt, Jugno) ll ts lnrponant to menllon here lhat lhe arm of the sLud) rs not to verlfy or

falsrfy any partlcular theory or theones, bul srnrply to hrghlrght drfttrent types of represenlatrons

seen ln thc dramas conccrnrng men and women replesentatlon I gathered data lhrough watchlng

the dramas and taktng notes of \\hat I sa$ rn dramas or heard ln con\ersctlons/lal[s among

characters I watched dramas lrve and tool notes Howeler, nl) focus \\as 10 ensure the qualll)'

of dala so I revrsrted thc webslte-$''r!'w dramasonllne com where all dranlas are uploaded and

avarlable I watched each eplsode agaln and llslen to the dtalogue agaln and agaln, addrng

mrssrng words, sentences ln the dlalogue and maktng all necessary correctlons ln my notes I

noted down the data tn Urdu as these dramas \\ere ln the L'rdu langutge The data \\ere later on

translaled lnto Enghsh language as per the academlc requlrement (thesls ls to be urltten and

presented rn the Engllsh Ianguage)

I clarmed that the translatton ofm) study findlngs/data from the Urdu to Engllsh Language dld

not afllct the valtdtty and quallly ofdata and lls final report I rvas cogntzant ofthe lssues such

aSthellngulstlccompetenceofthetmnslator/s,thetlanslator.sl'norrledgeofthecultureofthe

people under study, the clrcunlstances ln \\hlch the translatlon take plcce, rvords whlch cxlst In

Urdu language but not ln Enghsh, concepts whlch are not equl\alent In drffcrent cullures'

rdlomattc e\presslons and/or dlfferences among languages ln gralnnratlcal and syntactlcal

stnrctures

I adop{ed all the lcchntcal steps al thls stage to overcomc the crtcd lssues I translated the

dralogues rn the best ofmy kno\4edge and \\rth the help ofdrctrona4 Lrse I then subnlllled the

dlalogues (m) data) to an experl In Lngulshc (natt\'e Urdu spealer \\rth a Ph D ln Engltsh
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Language) along wth the dralogues ioted n Urdu Thrs decrsron \\as taken to fi\ the ldtomahc

expressrons, grammatlcal and syntachcal structurcs of the dralogues so that the qualrty and

valldrly of the data be ensured Thereforc, the transcnpts I flnally used rn thrs shrdy are

completely verbatim from the dramas' conversatrons The use of dlrect quotatlons was to support

the argument and concluslon Thrs was rntended to brrng the readers to the reaht) of the lssue of

gender representation on tclevrslon It rs "ackrowledged that there are \anous types of

approaches that can be apphed to deconstruct televrsron [tert] (Ullah & Khan, 2014 28) but I

opted for drscource analysrs Thus, solected samples of lexts from my notes have been analyzed

wrth the help ofdrscourse analysrs

3,7. Data Analysis

Since the arm ofthrs study rs to assess the reptesentation offlen and \\omen or masculmlr.v and

femlnlruly Ln soaps/dramas, I employed dtscourse analysrs as the best technlque to gulde the

analysrs lvly dectsron of employrng drscourse analysls as the maln methodologlcal and analltlcal

tool !1as based on the bellef that thrs enables nte lo explore the conslruchve power of tele\ lsron

drscourses It rs lmportant to mentlon here that dtscourse analysrs has many drfferent types and

drfl'erent rcscarchers use dlfferent verslons oi dlscoursc anallsls ln thetr lesearches (see FLck.

2009) "It can be used m drfl'erent wals dependtng on the field and purposes of thc anallst"

(Jllah, 2013 147). As already mentLoned at dtfferent places throughout thrs stud), my stud)

focuses on horv women and men arc represented ln televlslon dramas The maln alm ls to e\plore

how gender rs represented lr the dramas dtscourses by looklng al l'cmlnlnrty and mascullruty I

selected Foucauldran drscourse analysis as the most sultable lor thls slud) The key reason why I

beLeve that Foucauldran dtscourse analysts ls the best chorce ls that lt ls olle of the wldely used

methods used by femulst researchers for studylDg gendcr representahon tn tredra Thus,
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drscourses analysts ln thls study has been used wlth an uNlghl from poststructurallst /

Foucauldlan femlnlsts Dlscourse, for poststructurehst / Foucauldran fcmlnlsts. ls the slte In

whch language ls used and where mealung and sublecnvity ale constructed and contested

(ullah, 2013). Dlscourse is not only conversahon and talk for poststructurallsts rt rs also wlltten

tex! Poststructurallst tlleonzlng on gender asse(s that gender, gcnder tnequaltty and gender

ldenuttes anse from dtscourse Drawrng on tnsrght from femlntst poststructuralNt, the study,

emplo)lng drscourse analysts, erplarns how gendcr representatton 1n televlslon dramas

contrlbutes to the constructlon of gendercd ldentitles and perpetuatlon of gcndered hlerarchres ln

Pakrstan NIy analysts of dranus polnts out how lhe c[culahon of gendered dtscourses on

televrslon screen expllcltly and tacltly offcr prcfened forms of sublectrvrty so that vlewers take

up thelr subJect posltlon accordmg to thelr soclally constructed "gender category" (see

Walkerdrne, 1987, Ullah, 2013) Drawrng on the fundamental assumptron of Foucallldran

drscourse analysls enabled me to go beyond the surface meanrng and shed hghr on how

televrslon te\t rs ldeologlcally lnYested and loaded wrth hegemontc messages The anal)srs

explrcates that televrslon dramas are tdeologtcally rnvested and used lbr the productlon and

reproductlon ofgender ordcr and gender hlerarchles rn Pakistan

Conductrng domg discoursc anal)sls and looklng at the power relatron In telcvlsron text the study

has tncd to explore how dramas are used as power/force ln the conslructron of gender male and

female as mascuune and femrmne rndrviduals My analysts focused lo hlghLght the rvay

tgtevlslon dramas retnforce thc exlstmg soclal and cultural power slructules horv males ond

females are portrayed ln dramas' dtscourse, underllrng power slructure ln gender lnteractlon I

have ulso attempted to exphcate horv gcnder Identltles orc constructcd and hegemonlc

nasculln)ty ls lelnforced through televlslon dramas
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CHAPTER FOUR

Gender Representation in Television Soaps in Pakistan

Thrs chapter focuses on the representatlon of men and women or mascullnrtres and femlnl tles

ln televrsron soaps and dramas The chapter provldes detalled dcscrlPtlon of what lt means to be

a man and woman ln the soclo-cultural context of Paklstan The chapter analyzes conversatlons

(dralogues) tn televtston soaps and dramas wtth the bellef that routlne da)'to-da) lnteraclrons

between womcn and nren and even amongTvomen themsclves pelpetuate gender hretarchres

(men domrnance overTvomen) The chapter fMher hlghllghls ho\Y televtsron drscourses are

rdeologrcally rnvested and conklbllte to the relnforce ent of hegemonlc mascultnrty and

emphasrzed femmrnlty tn contemporary Paklstan Thtroughout the chapter' socral constructrotusts

understandtng of gender/poststructurallsts theorlang on gender (mascultnlty and femrnlruty)

provrde some useful concepts for the analysts and discusston concepts such as ldeology, powel.

hegemonrc mascullnlty, emphastzed femrnlnlty, gender code' gender order' gender ldenlltles

have been engaged for lnterpretahon and analysls of televislon text

The chapter expllcates that televlston dramas not onl) \'alorlsed and affirmed hegemonlc

mascuLnriy and emphastzed femlnlnlty but also made these Soclall) constructed charactelrshcs

appear natural to thc vlewers Il also exPlalns how tele\lslon dramas functton rn thvour of

porverful groups (males) by dePlctlng women as sllly, scattered-bratned' confused and eastly

cryrng, and men as wlse, focussed. strong, bold, rndependent and practtcal rather than emotlonal

The analysrs sheds hght on how telgvlslon acts as porverful tool ln a male domlnated soclety by

reproducrng dtfferent and drfferennally Iocated 'categones' of cltlzens lor example' *omen as

'Other'ofmen and essentlallzing women across space and tLmc
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4.1. Discursivc objcctificetion of rvomcn in soaps

ObJectlficatron of women Is apparcnt through a range of televlston te\t Televlslon soaps. lll'e

adve lsement (see Ullah & Khan, 2014), communlcate oblectrfl'ttrg messages The message

women are recelllng rs that they should be beautrful, skrnny, and should wear makeup at all the

trme so that thcy can please men's eyes Sa1ad, on the weddlng nrght, tells hrs wlfe'

Sajjad t like hpstrcks so always wear rt

Tanta You mea.n alwaYs?

Sa1ad Ycs always It rs my wrsh to sce you weanng llPstrck all the trme

(Excerpt from Drama Jeena dushtar saht)

Thc lmp[crt message that quotcs llke these commumcates to women ls that by wearng IIP llner

and Lpstrck, women become more feminlne and more attractlve It also communlcates a taclt

message that hps are the powerful areas ofthe face to attact men Slmrlarly, remrndlng Savera's

about her marnagc, her mother tell Savcra to regularly vlslt parlour so that she should be

beautlflll and fresh at the time of marrtage

Mother to Savera Your marrlage ls very close You should start regular vlsll to beauty

parlour for treatment of;our hatr and skin

(Excerpt frofi Dran]a,1telr)

In a slmllar fashton, a conversatton between t\\o Slsters show ho\\ much wonlen are fussy

andfastrdrous aboutthe[ face freshless and skl[,

Mahlra to Sa.a let me apply lotlon on my face
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Sara There ts no nced ro aPply lotlon as yout s[rn rs already so fiesh You should not

apply lotlon darly

Mahrra lt rs fresh because I do care of lt

(Exccrpt from Drama Jeena Dushwor Saht)

A ght bcfore datlng a boy, Mahrra tetls her stster "l am gorng to sleeP early orherwlse my skm

wrll not be fresh rn momrng" (ExcerPt from DrumaJeena Dushttar Sultt)

Savera's mother tells Savera "Sleep soon so thal your skln rs fresh rn the mornlng" (Excerpt

from Drama Akelt) Anorher .xample tlat emphasrzed physlcal beaut) and appearance was the

occasron when Mr Azfar (fixlng the marrrage of hrs slster) tells Shehnaz (hrs wrfe) to prepare

Mahnoor very *ellso thal she rs lrl'.ed by the boy's famtll

Mr Azfar to Shehnaz A fanrtly rs comtng lo see Mahnoor tomorrow So prepare her

well, do her makeup and dress her rn a Bood manner

(Extrac! from drama,'llcl/)

ln the same drama, Aslfcalls hls fiancdc as'thlng' somethlng spectal

Asrf wtth Savera You are somethtng spectal

The aboYe quote equates a )'oung woman wrth thlng These dlscourses shed llghl on how \\omen

are sublected to obJectlfylng drscourses These also reveal the $a)s women drsclpllne and shape

thelr bodles ln llne wlth cunent objecttfrng dtscourses about what maLes cttractrve female body

(see Holmes, 2007) Tclevrston soaps, thus' oblectrf) wotnen bl rnsrtllrng Inlo them that lherr

skrn and beauty rs thelr only cap(al that fiey have lo trade upon Tilese essages \\hen read ln

conjunclron $Ith the lelevlslon advenlsemenls \te' Bar but (lehko hu:ar bor dhuko Hat )'eh
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dhal,:u h cheez hamandlrobo-Gaze agam and agarn, gaze thousand tlme. nodoubtmy beloved

rs thmg to be seen agaln and agaln-translated) Push women to concentEte only on theu

appearances (see Ullah & Khan 2014) It can be argued here that televlsron soaps and dramas

relnforcc the notlon of feminlnrty ln female bodles and represent \\omen as objects and srtes of

men gazc

.1.2, Th€ Bcndcrcd marrrageablc agc

The soclal mearlng attached wlth early marrlagc also stresses parents and brothers to marry off

thelr daughters and slsters as early as possible lt rs popularly beheved that glrls become old

when they turn 20 Thts behefclcarly reflects social compulslor and the mrndset of people keen

to marry grrls offat an early agc

The centurl' old stereotype of age dlfferelce between men and wonren at the ttme of marrrage ts

rernforced by televlslon soaps and dramas as natural and essentlal Tele\'lslon soJps reproduce

the sexlst bellef that the tdeal agc for women marrrage ts 20 to 25 whereas men rn thelr thlrttes

(30s) are consrdered the best for mamagc Ideahzng twenles as the best age for uomen

marrrage, Faiz!'s mother trted to convrnce Farza for marnage as'

Mother to Farza There rs a good marnage proposal for lou

Farza I am not golng to get marry rght now

Mother Look you have tumed 2't and 24 ls the ldeal age for rnarnage Llstcn' no one ask

about women when they lum 25

(E\cerpt from Drama lter)
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ln the sarne conversatlon, Farza's mother tells hcr that men become rcal men m thelr thlrttes

Thrs and many more such dlscourses throughout the study communtcate a strong message lhat

age needs to be understood rn term of symboLc process The drscourse also tells the audrencc

what rs mcarungful for the culture in whrch male and female are deploled

4.J. Rcprcscltrtion ofyoung rvomcn as sourcc oI str'ss and rvorn's for thclr [tmlh€s

one of the marn findtngs ofthls study ls the dlscurslve constrlrctton of young women Televtslon

soaps deptct young women 1n love wlth men as a Soruce of strcss and worrles for the famtlres as

well as a potentlal souce of moncy making To escapc troubles such as daughter/srster tn lole

rvlth somcone, daughtcr and slster harassed by someone, grrls havtng affatrs' parents become

eager to mar)' off thelr daughters as soon as they reach adolescence In an) of the above

sltuatlon, grrls are blamed and the; have to bear the stlgma, even rf the) are not urong Thts

assocrates unmarded young \lomen wlth famlly honoul and, tl]erefore source of stress for

famlly. especlally mothers Followrng quotatlons from conversatrons of drfferenl soaps and

dramas reflect the severrry of the sltuatlon

Mawa to her mother Arc you sttll awake'

Mother How can I sleep when a young daughter ls out of home tlll late mght'

(Excerpt lrom Drama Jeena duthtur soht)

ln another example, a brother replles to hls slster queshon as,

Fara B,/ia(brother) why are you awaker

Fa[an Brothers can't sleep when there are tuo sparro$s [rcfcrnng to hls slsters as

sparrows] ln tlte house

1E:r.cerpt from Drama,'1&e1r)
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The followrng convcrsahon among trvo srsters reveals how womel themselves construct

themselves as a souce ofstress and anxrety for thetr famtltcs

Fakhara to her younger srster Fatza I don't want to tie myselfln weddrng knot I have

alob offer tn Drbat and I rntend toJoln lt Thts u'rll make m] fulure

Falz! to Fakhara Apt[elder slster) your futue ls maErage, mom sa) s And you lno\\

mothers can't sleep when thelr daughters becomc young

(E\cerpt from Drama 4ke1l)

These excerpts/quotatlons vlvldly show how young unmarrled wolnen are consfucted as a

constant souce of stress and anxlety for thelr farrulles Anosha (a rural woman), who fell l[ Iove

wlth a touflst from Lahore, ls warncd by hel father as,

Father to Anosha Do not step out of thls house tf you care of my honour

(Excerpt from Drama,l-Iarr ral)

In almost slmrlar !eln, another father scoldlng hts daughter sard,

Father Dld I rear Jnd nurtured you for thts day that you brlng lnsult to me and defame

me by makmg affar' [He conhnucs] I u rsh I krll you wrth m} hands

Sara I have not done anythlng that you thlnk Krll me but do oot doubt me and please do

not call me a bad grrl

Father 'fhere rs somethlng from lour stde that's wh)'he t\rote )our nan]e on i'us hand

You are equally responstble for tlus act

Sara I am not the krnd of glrl that you thlnk of me
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Father Whatever, you wrl) not step out ofthe gate You made me alone Yott bloke my

heart No one could darc to gaze you rfl had a son

(Excerpt from Drama Jeena Dushrat suht)

Thrs rs a complex and long excerPt thal can be concluded ulth lhe asserllon thct women are

blamed for lorc/affatrs even lf they are not mvolved and e"en do not know about rt (see Sar'r

convcrsatlon ln the above excerpt) Sara conslstcntly says that she ls l[nocent and does not know

about the allegatlon of love affalrs that her stcp mother made agalnst her Sara's step mother

scolded her whel1 Sara brtngs breakfast for her father.

Sara's step mother WhY

pnncrples and cannot eat

youl

drd you bnng breakfast? Your father ls a man of respect

the breakfast [prepared alld served by an lDnor'Il \\oman

and

Lke

Sara He ts my father U know hlm] The lperson that you arc assoctatrng wlth me] ls llke

my brother. Please forglve me for the s1n that I have not commllted

When we see lhese tclevlslon corversatlons ln the framework of domlnant dlscourses \\e can

argue that young gllls' lLves are very vulnerable to blames and se]'ual allegallons Due to the [e'rr

that young grrls brlng dtshonour and defamahon to theu famtly aod parents' parents/brothers try

to marry off thelr daughters and slsters os soon as posslble

4.{. Carccr for mcn and marriagc and hom€making for lvomen

Telerrsron soaps generally tgnore females'professronal ltves' or more ofteo' they are portmyed

as housewlvcs who take care ofchlldren and lamtly chores elery-dd) ' w(h no rnterest ln carecr

Elen rf females do .;ob, they are often shoNn ln lradltlonal femlntne lobs such as secretarles and
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nurses (as was noted rn the Drama Jugno and ]lah Ray) For tlle relatrvely small number of

v1gms6 rvho shoued some ambltlons to further thelr prolesslonal ll\es' the) Nere ln\aflabl)'

drscouraged For example, Fal.hara got a lob tn Dirbarand \vrshed Io Jorn rl but she lvas

unsuccessfiil as her mother dtd not allou her Fakhara lrvlth a good mood and happy face] very

proudly tells her mother,

Ma (mother) I have a very good Job offer fron D'bal I wrsh to avarl thrs opporlunlt' Il

wlll make my futue It wrll make our future-as soon as I settle there [rn Dubarl I wrll call

yor.r all

Mother I wrll not let you go My happrness rs lytng in marr; tng ; ou off

Favan i'lo,let Apieldq srsterl go to Dubor' Otte ofmy frtends rs also worklng lhere

She wlll not hale problem as he ls there

Moiher I *'1ll not lct my young daughter lo go to Dubot alone Nlen are free to go and

hve anywhere The world [people] becomes beast for c young and lonely \loman Young

and alone woman are gazed \\'lth sexual eyes ln her own counrrl' how can I send my

daughter abroad

(E\LcrPt from Dranla /'tcfu)

Thc dralogue ls one of rhe selcral conversatlons that dlscouage \!ome[ to asplre tbr career'

espcctally a*ay from therr famthes The quotc also re\eals that men-and not \Yomen-have the

nghl to go abroad, make career artd ll\e Nherever they wlsh Sln']llrrl) 1n drauu serral -fuelra

Dushvur suhr.Ms Ma*a (daughter of a busmessman) lotned Mr Salman Ahmad's oIfice wtth

her Lnstdrous deslres'to get rcvenge tiom NIr Hamad by rnvolving hlm in love Ma\\a's mother

\\'as very angry and sard you do not need ilob Desplte a conslderabie socral charge taklng pl'Ice
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ln Paklslan, the bellef that maklng career ls men prerogatlve both ln Paklstan and abroad E

relntbrced by televislon soaps Young women, especlally frorrr mrddle and lo*er classes are

drscouraged and not allowed to struggle for a carcer/1ob abroad The follo\\rng quolatron from

the conversairon hrghlights the t portance ofcarecr for men

FalzatoFaizanltlsourmotherwlshthatyougethlghereducahonandhlgherstatusln

soclety when our brother would be rn a prestlglous posltton' our heads wrll be hrgh wrth

proud.

(Exceryt from Drama ''!tel/)

These drscourses vtvrdly reveal that televlslon soaps and dramas rernforce the bellef that the

tradrhonal mamage paradrgm ls reproduced to keep women out of the publlc domarn' and place

a strong emphasls on women lole m lhe prlvate and men ln the publlc donlaln

4.5. Discursivc constructlon of thc basis of marriagc

Mamage is one of the key events both in men's and women's ltves Howeler' the basls and

reasons why one has to marry or the famlly decldes to marry offmen and uomen vary from class

to class and culture to culrure The reesons also vary for men and women Domtnantl}' famtltes

marry offthetr men to make them responstbie and reform them' wheleas women ale rnarfled off

to save the famtly honour and reputahon Televtston soaps relnfolce these stereotypes SaLlad'

the son of a buslnessnlan, used to come hone late at nlght' spend larrshly on hls gtrlfriend and

was least rnterested m hts father busmess Keeprng all hrs bad hablts ll1 vlcw' Salad's father

(Salman Ahmad) decldes tn a dtscussron wlth Hamad (Yonger brotller ofSaJJad)
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Salmanto Hamad Iknowhowtodeal wlth Saljad lwlll charn hrm w(h marnage

Marryrng hrm offrvrll make hrm responsrble Hewrll bc on the nght tracl

Hamad But how can a marnage for responstbrltry be successful,

Salman Ahmad He wrll be responsrble after havrng s w rfe,

Hamad Your loglc may fall

Salman Ahmad Salman Ahmad's logrc can never fall

(Excerpt from Drama Jeena dushvor saht)

Therc are qulte a few examples and cases hke thcse that rernforce stereotypes that marrylng off

devlant men ls the best way to reform thcm and make them responsrble and accountable Thrs

shows that mErrrrage means drfferent thlngs for men and women, l e, rt rs used as a tool to

drsclphne men and make them responsrble *hereas a strateg) to save the famrl; honour tn case

ofwomcn

Srmrlarly, marryrng off women as soon as posstble ts deeply embedded m culrural dlscourses as

parents' and brother "Ultrmate Duty" Parents and brothers have been deplcted showng senous

wornes to fulfil the[ responsrbrhty of marry off thell daughters/srsters When Fatza refirsed to

marry and wrshed to contmue herjob, her mother t ed to convince her by statrng,

I have the responslbrlrty to marry )'ou off I pra) that Allah bless you rvlth ]'our o\\!1

home dunng my hfe

(Excerpt from Drama,ltclr)
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In another occasron, Falza's mother says that marryrng her daughler off!\lll make her son relleve

from the responsrbrltty ofguardrng slsters

Farzan's mother to another wonran Falzan rs a man He renmtns out of the house

Therefore, I wrsh to marry off my daughteE so that Falzan ls free of the tenslon to guard

hls slsters

The belef of marryrng off daughters and ststers as parents' and brothers' 'ultlmate duty'

persrstently stresses them to dlscharge their duty as early as possrble All these dtscourses shou

that women are consrdered a burden that needs to be dlsposed at lhe earllest The above e\cerpt

also communlcate a stroflg message that women cannot protect themselves as Fatzan was

younger but rs deprcted as the protector of hls elder slster The concern of marrytng off young

\\omen as soon as posslble usually exrsts among mrddle-class famrhes

4.6. Tel.vislon imrging of aD idcal wifc

The prevarhng drscourses of tdeal wrfe ln televlsron ls no! dlffercnt tiom domlnant dlscourses

that women dream all the hme about the perfect husband, the perfect In-laws, perfect house In

teleusron soaps and dramas, men ldealzed wtfe as someone who always beautrfies herself for

her husband, should wart for her husband and should take care of hi5 gvery small and btg needs

Followng convercahon demonstrates how the lradtlonal and stereolyprcal dlscourses of an ldeal

wlfe are naturahzed by soaps and dramas m Pakrstan

Asrf to Savera Husbands hke thetr wlvcs tn finery and ostclltatlotls dress and good

makeup Wrfe or-rght to be domestrc and obedlent to her husband

After drvorcing Savera, Aslf got married to Mahroor Aslf, on the very first nlght. announclng

hrs crrterra ofan rdeal wrfe.



I wsh a wfe who takes care ofmy needs, who care ofml every small lhug She should

wart for me at home uhen I come, she should be \rell dressed and should wear good

makeup

Mahnoor I wrll try my best to be lvhat you wish

(E).cerpt from Drama lter)

Sara asks from her beloved husband-Hamad, what ts good wtfe for hrm

Sara to Hamad tell me what ls the cntenon of a good wlfe for you?

Hamad A good *efe rs the one who understand and fulfil the needs of her husband

wlthout askrng hlm what he needs or l*es A good NT fe ls the one who know the mood of

her husband all the tlme

(Excerpt liom Drama Jeenu dusllar taht)

These cxcerpts define a good wfe as a woman who spends all her cnergy and tlme to understand

her husband and keep hrm happy She rs supposed to be domestrc and all the trme leeprng herself

altmctrve, seductrve and good lookrng Men were also portrayed to demand thelr wlves to

remove their shoes when they come from outslde

Jamal to hrs wlfe Ramsha I am tlred, remove my shocs [she removed wrth a bad mood]

Jamal You dlslke lt

Ramsha No, lt's ok

Jamal Our women feel proud to re ove thelr men shoes

- Ramsha Dld not reply
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Jamal Ramsha (he shouted) You dld nol reply m) questron and I do not hke such

behavror so be careful ln future

(Exceryt from Drarna ,{/arr ra)')

The above e\cerpt stresses that rt rs the respoNrbtilty of an rdeal rvtfe to do thtngs qhtch can

rnjure therr self-esteem and respect such as removrng hcr husband shoes Stmtlarly. ol1 the first

nrght, SaJJad tells hrs wlfe Tanla that he lrkes llpstrck all the hn1c

SaJJad to Tania It rs unbelrevable that such a beautllul grrl rs ml wrfe Here rs your gold

set and I want to see you weanng thrs *hen my eyes open rn lhe momlng I ltke hpshck

so always *ear rt.

Tarua You mean always?

Saj.;ad Yes, always It rs my wrsh to see you weanng hpstrcL all thc trme

(E\cerpt from DftmaJeena Dush\t'ar Saht)

Slnnlarly, Shehnaz's aunty guldes and advlses ller how to get the ma\unur love and care from

her husband

,4pa(eldcr srster) to shehnaz Take care ofAzfar Show concern 'lry to be wrth hrm so

that he shall not ttunk ofanyone else Makc dehcrous drshes for hrm Dress-up for hrm

and never drsagree wlth hlm.

(Excerpt fiom Drama r{,(e1r)

The abovc quotatrons deprct horv males' gaze operates as a porvcrlul lool that constructs

women as 'rdeal wrves' in Irne wrth se\lst and male's hegemonlc standards These

drscourses grve a very na[ow and sealed frame of an rdeal lrrle rn \r'hlch women have to fl:r
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themsehes as 'ldeal uves' These drscourses define a *oman to be an tdeal wrfe rvho ls (a)

physlcal attractrve and good lookrng. (b) shorvrng concern for theu husbands, (c) good In

cookrng, (d) domestrc and fulltrme housewNes who are totall)'dependent on thetr men. (e)

ueanng makeup and keeprng themselves attractrre to therr husbands all the trnre, (l) quret,

gentle. and always ready to do r\hat husbands want them to do urthout expressrng therr own

opl[ron A persrstent slress ln theso quotes ls make up and physrcal beauty Thls means that

rvomen's looks have become lDcreasrngl) rmportant to mcn over the years The enrphasrs on

physlcal attractLon may seem to be the result of changrng basls of rnodern marrlages whlch are

more LLely based on love and atlrachon rather than practrcalrtres

To truncate the dlscussror here, rt can be argued that the drscursrve constructron ofan'rdeal

wrfc'rn televrsron soaps and dramas does not lrberate women from the hadruonal ldeal of

housewfe (good cook, meek and ca ng etc) but lncrease the slandards for them to combrne the

tradrtronal parameters and charactenstlcs ofan rdcal wrfe wrth the ne\\ ones demanded b) men

rn contemporary socrety such as good lookrng, phlslcally smart and weanng makeup etc

Televrslon dlscourscs construct an'rdcal *rfe'rn Paklstan as phlsrcally atkactlve, carrng,

domestrc and skrlled rn house chores These dlscourses suggest that tele\1sron te\ts arc not free

of rdeologrcal polrhcs Soaps and dmmas are rnformed by men s gaze .rnd sexrst ldeology

4.7. M€n havc porvcr ovcr nomen, childrcn and rcsourccs

Televrsron soaps reflect how men and women occupy drftbrentral soclal posrtron and the ways

both men and women exercrse or resrst power Put slmply, soaps domonstmte that women ln

Pakistan contrnue to have less power than men and are less hkely to succeed ln the same $ays as

mcn do Televrslon dramas and soaps reflect thc po\ler tmbalance Power here refers to both
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resource and domrnatron See Allen (1999) and the theorellcal tianle\\orl rn lhls study for a

detalled dlscusslon on porver Folloutng quotes from the telc\lslons soaps reveal how men

exerclsc thetr control over rlolnen. chlldren and rcsources Follo\lng quotes tiom the drama

setx]l Maht Rey re\eal how home ls posscssed by men In a crlsls llme lvhen there was no one to

d ve Jamal mother to market Ramsha (Jamal's wtfe) come forrvard and say that I wlll drlve the

car Her mother rn'larv drsltl''ed Ramsha's oft'er When Jamal caDe honle hrs molher told hlnl to

rnform Ramsha that shc should leare her urban Ilfe stlle Jamal Narned Ramsha rerl harshll-

draggrng her vtolentlY lo bedroom

Jamal [rn a scrtous and angr) tone] to Ramsha Wh] drd ]ou offer molher llut ] otl wrll

drrve her to market You should not say lt agaln

RamshaButJamalyouknowlusedtodrlvecar[beforemarrlage]lnmom'shome

Jamal Thts ls not your home lt ts my home Remember rules are dtfferent here

such krnd of dlscourses rn televrsron soaps rctnforce and legrtlmlze the blologrcal dtfferences

bet\r'een men and uomen by dcplctlng Jamal as angry and vLolent and Ramsha as $eak and

terflfied \'loman The first ltne ln lhe excerpt communlcates a strong message lhal *lres should

not say any lhrngs wllhout the prror appro\ed ofthelr husbands Llnes t\\'o and three affirm tlral

women have no house, I e. uhen they ale ln thell parenls'house the) are lold that the! haYe to

go thelr homes (husbands' honles) uhereas the husbands den)' \\l\es the orvnershrp of the home

(scc llnc three)

Not only are lromen dented the ownershtp of home but men possesses them as oblects or thlngs

whom men can dlscard and drspose whenever they \\'lsh lf they ($olnen) do not tit lnlo tllelr

schemes of ltfe Followlng quotes are shared here to substantlate m)' argumcnt
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SaJJad to hls wlfe Tarua I take a moment to change a grrl rf she does Dot agree urth m)

words

Tanra l am your wrfe not grrlfnend

Salad Be a urfe and don't tly to dommate me I cannot make wrfe the crown of my

head She rs a shoe and must remarn a shoe And lrsten, don't make my complalnts to my

mom lrke mards If you wrsh to spend hfe wlth me. Iets thlngs go the way they are

othenvrse I wlll (ake a moment to krck you out of my lrfe I do what I say

G,\cetpl ftom Jeend Durhtar Saht)

ln almost slmrlar tone, Yazdarr (a man) rn hrs drscusslon wrth hls larvyer says,

Yazdanl [he rcfers to hrmsel! uses and drscard women llke tlssue papers

(Excerpt fiom,4ker)

These excerpts tell women m geneml and wrves tn partrcular that they have to agree wlth therr

husbands, no matter what husband says or do, lf women want to have peacefr-rl relatlonshlp \rvrlh

therr husbands, otherwrse therr husbands wlll not take a moment to drscard them The excerpts

also commumcate a powerful message that rt rs the prerogatlve of husbands 10 domrnate Niles

and not the \\lves to domlnate therr husbands Llne srx of the tirst e\Lerpt equates \\onl<rn \.!1lh

shoe Understandrng the analogy rn the local cultural conte\t. compJflng wlle wlth shoe rs to

assrgn women the lowest and degradrng posrtron m socrety Sxnllarly. the anJlogy companng

wonen wlth trssue- put women ln thc category ofa useable obJect- an object that ls dlsposable

Tanra Where do you go by applymg scent?

SaJJad Corng towards fflends

Tama Frrends or grrJ lirend?
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SaJJad Why are you rntngumg to my hfe hke unrnformed and uncrvr)rzed guls, ISa1ad

contlnued the conleEatron and $arned Tanlal keeplour \olce low You should not be

heard outsrdc thrs room [he pushed her awall

( txcerpt from lhc dran:,a Jeeno Dusl;..l, at Sal,t)

Image. 4 I

In rmage- 4 l, a husband and wrfe rs havug a very fierce conve$atron when the wrfe obJects to

her husband gorng out at nrght wlth hls glrlfriend The ptcture rernforces the behefthat men who

e\press anger are more hkely to rnfluence therr wtves, peers and other peoples The ptcnrre

communlcate a strong message th,rt angry men are stong and forceful, \rhlch ln turn.

commumcate a powerful message to wonten to su[ender to men and never queshon and

challenge thelr husbands f they wtsh to lrve wrth them

LlLe SaJJad. Yazdam beconre very rude wrth hls wrle [Sldra] when she asl hrm q,ho was the grrl

he was taklng last night

Srdra ls there any other woman ln thls house?
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Yazdanr Shut up and get lost Don't rnterfcre ln my personal matters othcrurse I would

be very rude and bad

Srdra You forget that now your cvery mafter ls my concem BeLng )our rvlfe, I am part

ofyou

Yazdam Shut up Srdra and get lost Don't rnterfere tn m) personal matters

Srdra I am your rvrfe

Yazdanr Wrfel My foot [he shoutcd wrth anger].

Ne\t mornrng, Yazdani trred to bc console Srdra He went to her and sard,

I spoke loud ard scolded you last nlght as dnyone who rnterfere lD my actlvttles and

busrness, I do not llke lt

(E\cerpt from drama ,,Lterl

Thc above e\cerpt cntrtles a wrfe as'anyone'1e. an emplo)ee. a stmnger or anybody Thrs

means wrfe as a normal human in the lmes ofthrs husband.

In lhe salne drama serral, Azfar very harshly gave a shut up call to hrs wlfe when she tfles to

advlse hrm or hrs srster mamage He [rudely] sard,

Would you stop advlsrng me, I knou'my responsrblLles and obligctrons

Thc above excerpts rllumrflate the dynamlcs of power ln lntrmate relrttonshlps such as wlfe and

husband These shorv horv pouer ts e\erctsed tn marrtal relattonshlps The pouer rs used here m

the tradltronal Weberran sense (the abrlrty to cafiy out one's \\rl]. c!en agalnst the wlll of other)

and not poststrucnuallst or Foucauldran sense Salad goes out to meet hls glrlfnend desprte of
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her rvrfe obJectlon SaJJad returned late nlght wlth hpstlck staln oD hrs shtrt Hrs wrfe (Tanla)

polntlng to the straln'

Tanla What ls thls staln on shlrt'

SaJJad lt may be any colour

Tanra Salad [she shouted]r Thrs rs lrpshck slarn not colour

(Excerpt from drama Jeeno Dushwat Saht)

Readtng thrs dtalogue In conJunctlon wllh the excerpl 5"1o'" 11 15 vrr rdll' clear that SaJJad speal

loud on hls wlfe and call her unclvtltzed and uneducated Hc even plishes her away and threatens

her that she should Leep hrs Yotcc low and shor-rld not be heard outsrde lhe room Thrs' tn

Wcberran sense, means that only men havc power ln mantal relatlonshlps and not womeI It also

communlcates a messagc that husbands can contlnue extra-marltal relatlons whelher thelr !vl!es

llke rl or not

Salman's rqfe to Salman I hale told SaJJad to leave grrlfrtends and drrnLtrtg

Salnan Tell hlm rf hc \\lll nol change hls ltfe style and attllude I wrll rhro* hln1 out of

the house

wrleto Salman Ok 1ry not to be angry otherwtse yourblood pressure wrll shoot up/get

hrgh

Salman Control your son tf1ou really care for m) health

The e\cerpt

responsrbrlrl)

lmmoral acts

(Excerpt from drama Jscna Dushvar Saht)

suggests that refonntng sons lrrespeclrYe of therr 'rge (chlld or adult) Is the

of mother lt also suggests that rt rs the modler to be blJnled for the nusdeeds and

of the chrldren The e\cerPt also shorv that Salman *ho acts as drctator rn hls



householde\erclsclrtsabsolrrtepo\^erbuta\'oldedthee\pecteddlrectconfrontatlon\\(hhls

son The mtcro'level polttrcs betng played here ls that he kneu rhat tlle lhreat to SaJJad may brlng

resrstance and bad lntcractlon \\hlch Salman avolds here and uses hls v'lfe to face lt When the

mother asks/advlscs SaJJad why he hangs around wlth women \\'llrle hrs \\ lt-e Tanla ls waltrng for

hrm at home, Sa.JJad grve a very rude and Nsultlng response

Mother to SaJJad Why do )ou hang around *rth grrls \\hen )ou kno\'" lha! you are

marned'

Salad I am not a chlld I know what rs good and \\hat ls bad You marned me offso 1'ou

drd

Mother [referrrng ro SaJJad angry tone] ln what tone are you talklng to me'

Saladlamnotanlnfanttohold)ourfingerandrvalkthe\\a}youdlctatclneStop

advtslng me ltke lowcr mlddle class mothers

Thrs excerpt very vlvldly reveals thar men do not accepl \lomen lnterference rn thelr llves and

questlon thelr authortty ln any capacrly Mcn' rrrespecttre ol therr age' thrnL of themselYes nol lo

be advrsed or lnterrogated b)' women eYen ln the capaclty of Dothers Men lhlnl that they are

\\'rse and lnow thlngs better than lhelr mothers' wlves' slsters and ln other capacltles

4,8. Construction of mcn as morc intelligcnt thlrn lYonrcn

I am cognlzant of the fact that the dlfference between men and \\o en lntelltgence ls a hlghly

contested and researched lssue around the rvorld (see Colom & Llnn' 200'l) Desplte the

drfferences on thc lssue' man) rcsearchers belleve that men and $olnen are equal not only ln

rhelr potentlal but also ln lntelllgcnce I-lundreds oi studres corcludcd that men and \\onen dre

pslchologrcally stmtlar (see Connell 2002) Desptte rrstble progrcssr\e change ln socrely' thrs

study findlnB reveal that televlslon soaps ln PaLlstan construct nlen as more Lntelllgent than
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women Mr Selman Ahmad, rn a convelsatlon r rth hrs son, clarmed thrt he rs so rntelllgent that

hrs plannlng and decrsron can ner,er farl

Salman Ahmad to hrs son Hamad I am gomg to marry offSalad so that he bccomes a r

esponslble man

Hamad to hrs father Salman Ahmad How can a manrage for responsrbllrty be

successful9

Salman Ahmad to Hamad Sa1ad (Salman Ahmad's elder solt rqll be responsrble after

havrng a wrfe

Hamad to hrs father But your logrc may farl,

Father Salman Alunad logtc can never fal

(Excerpt from drama -/e ena Dushvor Saht)

In the above excerpt, a busrnessman claim to be the most lntelllgelt persofl Srmtlarl], men

stereotvpe \\'omen as stupld, gold dlggers and dumb Yazdanl (a busllessman rn hs 50s) on the

occasron ofhrs mamage wrth a )'oung grrl (aged 24) descnbed womel ln front ofhts la\l1er as.

Yazdanr to hrs law),er I know women's ps)chology When \\omen see first page oI tl'te

propert)'documents. lhe) get craz\ and donotrcad the resl olpages And rf they read thc

rest of pages they cannot understand them These fool and stuprd women do not ve[f]

documents from a lalyer And tf they do so they do lt from my lauyer Stuprd vvomen

lhe commented \atth contempt]

(E\cerpt from Dranralter)

The above exceryt reproduce the stereotype that \\,omen are stuprd and ge! crazy \\,hen see

property documents on thetr names Il rs rmponanl to mentlon here thrt not onl) men but also

50



some \lomen also act as agent of\\omen subordlnatlon A mother ln la.A tiom an ellle class lells

her daughter rn laN that she should nol compete \r(h her son as \\,omen caDrlot rntellectuall)

compcte wrlh men

Ramsha to her mother rn law Jamal has some mrsunderslaDdlng. bu( he thrn-ks ofhlmself

as perfgct and wrse

Motherrnlaw Thrs rs how men are, I told , ou there rs no need ro compete wlth men

(E\cerpt from Drama .11d,/,r rd.),)

These kmds of drscourses m televlsron soaps reprcsent and relnforce the century old bellef and

pat archal mrndset that women are unwlse, sllly, stupld and crazy They arc gold drggers It wrll

not be s*eeplng generallzatron to argue that men scoffing of $omen are ldeologlcally lnvested

and represent the larger soclal structure of Pakistani socrety NIeD $ould be unable to marntam

therr hcgemony rf the rdeologrcal state appamtus (schools, medra etc) are hberated from gender

blases

4,9. Womcn dcpcnd on men Ior their protcctron, marntcnence aDd rccognition

Tradlllonally. women are belreved to be lnnately weaker than men Thel are belreved to be

physrcally and lntellccrually less capablc of taklng care of thcmselves Tele\rslon soaps and

dramas rernforce thls deep roored belleflhat \\omen need 10 be prorected and cared by thelr men

Women in soaps are dcptcted asLmg for and seekrng men csre and protecllon m the capaclty of

brother. fathers and husbands At the face of cruel treatment by her step-mother, Sara tells her

step-slster that she nrssed her brother-Danral

Sara to Mahua Today I mtss my br other Damal too much

Mahlra I am yoltr slster Please don't \\'eep
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Sara Brothers are malchless They are thelr ststcr confidence

(Excerpt from Drarna Jeena Dusll\tur Sahl)

In almos! slmrlar fashron, Ramsha complalned tl]at \\hy her brother $ho vlsrted her housc drd

nol meet her

Ramsha to her Husband Brother came honle and dld not meet nle

Jamal Lcave lt

Ramsha No He ts a brother and rt ts hts responslblhty to ask about me and see me

(E\cerPt from Drama '!14'l Rd),

These excerpts communlcate man) messages, I e, slsters are hclpless and lack contldencc ln the

absence ofthelr brothers Sara seems depressed and needs her brother shoulder to cry on' lt ts

brothers' obhgatlons and responslbrllty to prolect slstels Thls means that the e\lstlng patrrarchal

soclal struciures do not provlde womcn wlth thc cnllronment $hrch enables them to butld

confidence In themselves and be rndependent persons wlth lherr agency and confidence

SrmrlaJly, the protechon and care responslbLlrty shlfts from brother and lalher to husbands lu a

conversallon betlveen mother and son ln \\hlch lhe molher trles to nlake lt reallze to her son lhat

hrs wrfe rs hrs responstblllty and he has to take care ofher

Molher Are )ou not collcer[ wllll ]our \rlfe She ls ]our responslblltl]

SaJJad I glve her as much mone) as she needs

Mo(her She needs )'our support and attenllon as wcll

(E\cerpt from Drama,Uarr Rr),
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ln almost srmllar veln, televlslon soaps construct women as Lnnocent and sensttlve who needs to

be cared and Protectcd

Maryam to Sufiyan Our daughrer Anosha ls ver)' lnnocenl and scnsLtl\e Trle care oi

her and don't hurl her

(Exceryt from Drama '\lallr Ral)

These drscourses retnforced the btologtcal and lnnate dlft'ercnces bellef that women are

physrcalLl and lntellectual wcaler than men and have to rely on therr parents' husbands and

brothers for thetr protectron and support ThIs reproduces the slereot)plcal behcf that \\omen are

rnnately deficrent and cannot rale care of thenrselves The; cannot solve thelr problenls and do

need men as thelr caretakers and protectors When Fatza's mother got slck FarTa told her slsler

to call Fatzan (thetr brother) who ls younger to them bul has lhe flncl sa) rn the famrl) afler thelr

mother Thts rclnforces the stereotypes that women caDol handle crtsrs no matter what thelr age

and status are

Women denve lhelr soclal class status and ldcntlty from the class slctus and name of therr nten

East or west women change thelr names upon nlarlage From femlnlst perspectlve \\hen womel1

subsumrng thetr ldentrty lnto thetr husband's. that lmpacts women's perceptron of themselves and

therr role rn the uorld our nane ls our ldenlll) Changlng ll' \\'olren are nol srmpl) \\ho (he!

are. they are defined by thelr role as someone's ulfe or mother or daughter or slster Whel) Jamal

(Ramsha s husbands) threaten her and sendlng hcr bacl to her mother house forerer' Ramsha

rmplores hlm as,

Ramsha lo Jamal You may makc my pteces but please do nol separarc )ourselffrom me

ln almost stmtlar fashron, another wlfe requesllng her husband ln the follo\\rng words'
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Afshan to her husband. It rs enough
for me that )our name ls attached \\,lth
me Please do not detach my name
from your name

Etcerpt and Intagc from fron drana
Akelr

Innge 1 2 ln the rmage o vrfe, who \t,os threoten by her husband, s requesnng her

husbond not dtloi.ce her He * holdng hts Joot Holdtng feet und lyntg ut feet tr the

extrene lornt of sorry/etcuse or request

The lmage and the text demonshate women hclplessness and therr dependence on men for therr

ldentlry and recognttlon Srmrlarll, uhen Sara's father ln law drd uo! accept her as daughter rn

law, Sara's mother rn law tned to convmce lter husband as,

Wrfe to her husband Salman Sara's recognlhon ls now assoclated wlth Hanrad

(Excerpt from Drama Jeena Dushv,or SLtht)

These excerpts rernforce the belefthat women do not have lndependenr ldentity and recognlhon

but depend on men for thelr rdentlty and rccognltlon In olher $ords, uomen do not have anv

rdcntlty or recognltlon \!ithout attachlng themselves wrth nen ln the capaclty of wlres, molhers

or slsters

4.10. Wom.n's plac. is in homcs rvhercas thcy havc no homcs

Albert wlth some changes ln the urban cenlres (Karacht, Lahore. pesha$ar, and euefta) of

Pakrstan, women's place is belteved to be ln homes Thetr husbands, homes are consldered thell

real homes Televtsron soaps very forcefully retntbtce these tradltlonal stereotypes that parents
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homes are not the real homes for women Rather, they ho\e to get marry and go to thelr

husbands' homes Televrsron soaps and dramas perststcntly relnforce thls sexlst message A

mother, ln a conversahon Ntth her daughter, sa)s.

Mother to Fakhara. Glrls ha\e to go thelr husbands' homes Thev are Lrke sparrows The)

come, srng rn the housc and fly They are not supposed to be caged

(Excerpt ftorn Druntu Akelt)

In a[other examplc, a conversahon between Sara and her father descrrbed the house very qulet

and colourless after Sara's step slster was marfled off

Sara to hcr father The house rs so quiet and colorless after Mahlra ueddtng

Father to Sara Daughters are lfte sparrows, colorfr.:l sparrows They slt on theu fatherc'

heads, srng and then fly One day you I he rcfers to Sara] wrll also fly

(Excerpt from Dranla Jeeno Dushy'ar Saht)

Parents' house rs not belteved as the real house of young wonen Women are constaltly glven

the message that they have to get marry and move to therr husbands' houses "Fly" rn the above

quotc means marryrng off In another con\ersatlon between father and daughter we see that a

father feel relax and happy by marryrng offhrs daughters

Father to Mahrra I arn sad ond happy that rn) sparo\ts (daughters) ha\e gone to thelr

homes

(Ercerpt from Drama Jcena Dush*at saht)

These drscourses very vrvtdly reveal that parents'house ts not daughters, place as they have to

marry and go to thelr husbands' houses These dtscourses repeatedly compare gtrls $lth
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spafiows hl man) culfures, tncludmg Paktslanl culture, analogles a ong anlmals and human are

made to equate humaN wtth brrds and anrmals, i e, porverful man wtth uger, slupld man wlth

donkey In many culture (Korea, Japan [e!en Paktstan] man are compared urth hger. dragon and

phoenlx whereas !\omen ate compared rvrth cat, snake and sparrous (Yol-kya, 2005) .,Thrs

anlmal analog) demonstratcs masculrnlty tD a posltron of llght, the nlJtchtng femlnlnlty $lrh a

contrastlng set of anlmals, ln ordet 10 posrtron women rn an rnferror place lrl relatlon to men.'

(1'ol-k)a, 2005 123) The repcated utterances oflabelllng grrls as sparrow ll1 televrsloD soaps

and dramas are rdeologrcalll, lnvested-llke sparrow ls lnfeflor to phoentx grrls/uomen are

rnferior to boys/men

4.11. Thc constant thrcet of displaccmcnt

Tclevrsron soaps and dramas represent women to be ktcked out ofthe houses by therr husbands,

fathers and fathers m laws for therr drsobedrencc and vlolallng male hegemonrc norms and

Jamal rn rural area) ln the crted lmage. Salman Ahmad rs draggtng hcr daughter rn la\\, out of lhc

house due to her lower class background Hamad (Salman's son) marned Sara-a lo\\er ntlddle

class glrl-wlthout seekrng hrs father permrssron When Hamad was out ofcountry fbr a meettng.
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hrs lather krcled Sara out In the second prcture a yolmg husband-Iama1 draggrDg hrs wrfe and

constantly tells her thrs ls my hoLrse and go to her parents' house These chps areJust few ofthe

several lnstanccs that deplct men e\pelllng $omen from homes The polnt to be noted here ls

that such messages tell women that they have no homes but are ln constant thrcat ofbecommg

homeless

.1.12. Construction of 'good girl'/' good rvoman'

Televrsron drscourses pose no challenge to the tradl(ronal hcgemonrc behef of gender

relahonshlp Females (grrls and $omen) are deprcted sh], and rese|r,ed rnstead of berng bold and

outspoken ln publc as well as pnvate domams Tele\rsron soaps and dramas r,ery forcefully

remforce the tradlhonal male hegemoruc drscourses ofan ldeal \r tfe A father rn dra..na senal

Jeena Dushytar Sahr advrces l'us daughter to surender herself to her husband and nevet dtscgree

wlth hlm

Whatever your husband tclls you, you must accept and obe]' hrm. alwa)s tell trurh to hrm,

you wrll bc happy

In almost srmrlar fashlon, a mother advlslng her daughter on her weddrng nrght as,

Ramsha's mother to Ramsha Jamal ls very ntce but very stubborn so al*ays sunender to

hrs decrsron

Thrs is one ofthe several conversatrons rhat send a very po\^erful message to women that tlelr

happlness wlll come wrrh thetr absolute sunender to theu husbands lrke slaves surender to thelr

mastcrs Such klnd oftelevlslon dtscourscs N,lll not prepare rvomen to rcallze thelr own potenttal

ln the rvay that the values of rndN,rdualtty and self-fulfilment rmply she should

61



The woman ts deplcted and descrlbed as belng sh) and ex(e el) reseryed \\hrle the man ls

shown confidcnt and bold \rho can talk wthout any hesrlatlon and soclal pressure

4.13. Harrssmcnl in thc pubhc lnd privtt' domein

Women have been shown harassed both rn the pubhc and Prrvate domatns The concept of

harassment ln thrs study refers lo verbal, physrcal, naterlal, emottonal. psychologrcal, sexual and

gendered abuscs of pouer ln thc everyday cultucs of prlvate and publlc domalns or thc soclal

worlds The study findrngs suggest that \r'omcn are oflen louched b) men ln srtuatlon where lt

would not be decmed approprrale for them to be touched In addrnon lo phlslcal harassment'

\ omen are emotlonally harassed and abused Follo*rng quote ls one of the several quotes ln

whrch the boss harasses hrs female staffmember The boss, talklng to one ofhrs female asslstant'

say5,

God has grfted you not only wrth beauhful words and thlnklng but matchless beaull'

Cont,nurng the conversatlon, he offered her coffee,

wouLd tou lrkc to have a cup of coflee wlth met

When she rudcly refused, the boss offered hcr coffee out lf yor-r don't hke coffec ln the office'

\ c may go out for coffee.

Let's go out and hale coffee a! some nlce and cool placc

Above drscusston and quotes fronr the soap opera uatched on Hu1l TI' ls one of the se\eral

eplsodes that worklng women rn Paklstan c\penence at workplace on day to day basls The polnt

to be stressed hcre ls lhat thcse harassrng acls rvhen deptcted on ieLe\lslon screen as unpunlshed

and unreported encourage men to hcr'alss \\omen \Ylthout any threai to lhem

68



Women have been depicted to be harassed not only be mefl but also by other r*omen Several

dralogucs were noted ln whlch uomen harass women

Mother to her step daughter How long you are r:lolved ln lo\e dnd flrrt The daughter rs

playrng \-!lth boys and the father gets tlred b) $orlnlg the entre day m omce, the

curullng woman lshe comnrcnted wrth angcr and contempl]

Sara (on her thtrd tlme harassment) Mahrra I mtght have commltted suicide tI lt ls not

prohlblted

ThLs excerpt reveals that women are helpless, the) camot ratse volce agamst the[ harassment,

and rf they do so tley are blaned for happerung rt as Sara uas blamed uhen a bo)' wrote hcr

namc on his hand

{.1.1. The Gendercd Merriage

Televrsron soaps and dmmas do not challenge the stereotyplcal and outdated hadltlonal prachces

of mafllage for romen. Mamage ts arranged for women by thelr parents, u,rthout getltng thelr

conscnt

Narna to her mother Apl (elder srster) ts not happ) \\rrh marlage

Mother [uth angry mode] Respectable grrls do not show thell happ]ness on such evcnts

Thrs rs urban phenomenon that glrls become happy on therr marrrage event

Narnc So you know that she rs nol happy

Mother Yes but thrs ls her father dectston and she has ro accepr

Mother to afshan. Nama rs srlly and does not understand So don't even mentlon ln front

ofherthatyouare not happy IfshetellsthrstoJamalhewill drslkertandwrll beangry

Thrs rs yor-.rr father declslon that we have to take care of



Womcn are not supposed to be ln love or marry wlth thelr love ones lf a glrl loves someone she

rs not allo\^ed lo express her love or reveal that she ls ln lo\e and l\lshes to marry wlth her

beloved Followrng conversatron bel$een a mother and her daughter tells young gtrls that they

are not allowed to choose men for themselves

Mother to her daughler (Nalna) Th€re ts a proposal for 1'ou

Narna Amr (Mother), I can'l thrnk ofanyonc I anr olready rn love

Mother Watch your fiouth lf Jamal hear your rotcc or come to knou thls tha( )ou are ln

lo!e. he would be very bad rvrth You

(Excerpt from drama 
'f-lo'l'?/ 

/ar)

These e\cerpts are some of those several conversattons nored tn dramas and soaps that normallze

men,s decrsron for women as the correct and final decLsron Women havc to obey them even lf

they do nol lrke lhem Thrs e\cerpt also shoN lhat nany *omen lnlernaltze the cullure of

patnarchahsm, holdlng that tt t\as thelr moral obllgatron to obe; men and accept thelr decrslon

elen rf thcy are no more ln thls world as Nalna's father was no! all\c but hls declslon \\as

rmplemented even at the cost of Afshan's happrness Slmllarly' father Ln larv gtve mone) to hls

expected daughter tn-law and announce that he llkes and selecl her lor hts son \\'rthout asklng her

consent The lamtly that came to see MahLra sudden)1' gave money to Mahlra and announced thal

lhey Lked her for thelr son

The boy father afler glvrng mone) to Nlahrra fronr toda) I\lahrra ts our daughter She ts

our lrr,-//turlwlth you We have lt['cd her for son and thrs rs final from our srde
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Thesc exccrpts rclnforce the tradltlonal practlces and bellef that \r'omen consent ln marrlage ls

not rcqurred These also tell the vrcwers that women, hke any conxnodrty ln the market, are

obJects that rs liked and prcked by men

4.15. Womcn Ins.curity rn th.rr Husbands' homcs

In most ofthe soaps women !\'ere reflected rnsecure ln thelr houses Husbands alwa)s threaten

them In the drama Jeeha Dushtvar sah Saiad, getttng angry at hls wrfe, veD' loudly tells hsl

qlle "gel lost When I come horne I should nol se. )oll other$lse I\\lll Llck you oul'

Srmrlarly, Salman, threalenlng hls wtfe, sard I utll male you homeless ltke I drd Sara'Salma's

daughter rn law Salmar krcked Sara out of tttts house On another occasron, Salman told hls

wrlc lo agree \rlth hrs plan otherwlsc he ulll forget that the)'were marrled for thr(y years and

wrll send her out ofthe house

(Ercerpt from Drama Jeena Dushwar saht)

.1.16. Thc gcndcrcd morelity

l-clc.,rslon soaps and dramas reproduced the gendered moral standards Dramas replesent

lmmorallly as part of mNcuhnlty Men arc not puntshed for thelr lmn1orallry whereas $omen are

portrayed 10 suffer c!en for the false allegahons

Tanra to her mother ln law Salad drtnls alcoholard keeps grrlfrrend

Mother rn law I wlll lalk to hrm and t\rll male lt reahze to hlm that you drsllke rt

Tanra Do you thrnl you can reform hrm

Ir'lother rn larv Hc rs man, bul he \vrllbe ok
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lmage 4 4 SaJJad wrth hrs gjrl fnend

In th$ tnoge Sa11ad s lytng ut hLs grl lnend lap anl she u playtng v\tl1 h, han then

Salad's /ather enlered lhe room So1.1ad's fother scolded and abusecl the gtl lor trappttg
hu son ond offercd lpr money to leave Stryad The netsagc that hos been cot mlttncated
here $ that rfo woman ahd a man are mvolved n affurs, women are bla ed Jor happng

Conlrary to men, women have to suffer even rfthey ha\e not done somethlng \\'rong

Mother to Ramsha Once a daughter's chastrty rs spotted she can neler get marry all her

hfe even rfthe blame rs false

Salmal Ahmad after hrs sou-Hamad and Sara lovc marlage blanled Sara as runaway glrl not hrs

son
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Salman you are forgettrng lhat run away rvonren have no rcspect rn our socrcty And

rcmember there rs no match ofour famrly and Sara s fanlrl)

Slmrlarly, lhe entrre blame was put on Mahnoor qhen Farzan tool her to a fnend apartment and

retarn hcr there for a mglt desptle Mahroor reslstance

Fncnd to Farzan When a grrl rcmaln away from her home lhe !\'hole nrght what respect

she has rn socrcty

Thrs excerpt from Farzan's fnends reflect u'hat lt means for men uhen a glrl spend a nrght out of

homc e\en \ hen she rs not wrong or have nol done anythlng that rs rmmoral

4.17. Woman as axploitars ofrvoman

Won)en are not only explorted by nren but also by women themselves Sara was all the trme

emotlonally and rnlellechlally harassed and abused by her stcpmother

Sara's step mother to Sara All the trme )ou are stlck to lhe books Are 1ou gorng ro

become aJudge? [She rnterrogated ulth contempt and an lnsulllng lone]

Sara ,4n | (mother) exams are about to start

Mother All thesc are prelexl to avold domeslrc chores So get up and mcke a cup oftea

for me

Sara s step mother gurdes her drvorced brolher ho$ to lrap Sara

Trap her, tell her that )ou love her Ma[,e her reallze hoN much )ou lo\e her Crre her

some thrngs, grft her dresses

Women ternfy other women not to challcnge thelr husbands otherurse the), wrll be tn loss

Mother rn law to her daughter ln law to malc a hotue rs \ery dlfticull It tales Just

mrnules to be destroyed
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Tanra Tr1'to reahze thts thlng to your son lf m1, home rs destroled hls home \ull also bc

destrol,ed

Mother rn la\a Thts rs 1,our thrnllng [an false conscrousness]. and let me tell ),ou lhat

\our thlnklng rs urong Wonren aluars suffer ln such cases and \\omen are ln loss It

make no drfference to hrm [Tama' husband], tf you urll leave the house, he [the mother

refers to her son] would brmg anolher woman.

The above e\cerpt reveals that *omen are not only subJect to men e\plottallon but are also

erplorted by other women-some women act as exploiters of other womcn. especlally utthln the

household The conversatron between Tanra and mother ln law tacltl] support lhe son (Tanra's

husband) The e\pllctt and lmplrclt message that betng communrcaled here ls thal rf the husbands

are not proper and ate lnvol\ed ln rmmoral achvltles, wr\,es have to bear them and hve them, rf

they declde to break up and leave the house they wrll be ln loss The conversatlon also ternfies

women that rf they break up they wlll never find arother man/husband but rt takes no hme for

men to find anothcr woman and marry her

To sum up the dtscusslon m thts chapter, rt can be argued that the \\ay genders are portrayed ln

televrslon soaps and dramas contrlbute to how vrewe6 understand and make sense of lhe soclal

wOrld ThcSe stereotyplcai representattons Create tmages and ways of acttng that vrewers mlght

aspire to To sum up, rt can bc argued thar rvhat rs rncluded and e\cluded rn telcvlsron soaps and

dramas are rdeologrcall; ln\esled and emerged from gendered power/kno\\ledge relatlons
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CHAPTER FIVE

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Thrs study eramrned the representatlons of men and \\'omen (masculLnrtres and femrnlnltles) on

two leadrng PakrstaDl televrslon channels The study findlngs rndrcate ihat televlslon soaps and

dramas are embedded urth gender brases and promote se\lsm and gendered rrew of the socral

world The study expresses senous concerns about the socrallzlng and nomallzlng conse-

quences of stereotyplcal representatlons of men and woDen rn televrsron soaps! Slven that

televrslon ls one of the most lmportant sltes of representatlon, constructlon and contestatlon of

gendered rdentrtres and rdeologles (Lrtosselrtr, 2006) The study findtngs suggest that women m

televrsron soaps and dramas are not portray€d slmply as house\\lves, they are almost always

deplcted as srlly, scattered bram. dependent, confused and melodramatlc house\\1\es, srsters and

daughters The overall clarm that the study makes rs that \\omen cannot become acceptable and

apprecrated mothels, daughters. slsters and Nrres rn the exlstrDg pat archal soclal structures

unless they accept males'hegemonrc posrhon and domrnancy To bnefly summanze the matn

findrngs, I rdentify the followrng as kc] areas rn uhrch gender hterarchres are reproduced and

perpetuated through telellslon soaps snd dramas

5.1. Pcrp.tuation of hcgcmonic masculinity and crlrggcratcd fcmininity: Focuslng on the

broader questron-how men and \\omen are represented lll tele\rsron solps and dlamas. tlte stud)

found that televlslon soaps and drJmas do not pose an) challenge to the tradltronal trarts of

masculrne and femmrne behavrours Men are represented phyvcalb Jtong-do not dcpend on

other for thelr protectron. asserrle-rvho expresses thelr oplruons and pornt of !lews,

unemononal-lacktng emotron even ln close relatronshrp such as spouse relatlonshrp,

lndependenl-self-wffrcrent and not bankrng on other peoplc for needs such as food, money.
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shelter and protechon, Se(is,/r carrng only about themselves. therr goals and alenal and socral

galns for themselves Problem solver- someone who finds rval s to sohe problems and drfficult

issues; Leader- someone who leads famrll, officcs and olher groups, nstruntental and goal

ortented-pcoplc wth lnsprratron of hrgher economlc/career status both wthln and oursrde

cornlry, tnlelleclual ard w/.re-someonc who demonslrate hrgh level of rnlellectua) prowess and

wrse that does not need therr \\l\es, mother and srslers advrces, and Proud-someone who ts

proud ofhrs acts whelher good or bad nroral or lmmoral A close e\amrnatton ofnlalc characters.

r e, Salman Ahmad, Asrf, Jamal, Sr-rfyan, Azfar, Hamad, Danral re, eal that all of them uere

deprcted as achlevers and successful people rvho possessed the ma\lmum of rhe above

chaiactenslrcs Men have been rdcahzed as stubbom. Slubbomness here means rvhat rt means to

be a man or a woman rn the cultural context of Pallstanr soclery Jamal's molher tells hrs

daughter rn lavt lhal"Jamal means whut he sa1's" Srnrrlarly, Rarula ! nlother te s Ratnlho lhat

' Jamal rs vry ntce but very stubborn so oltilots surrendet to hrs dectston" See Chapter Fourfor

detarled drscusslon of each character

Conlr.rr) to nlcn represcntatlon. \\'On1en arc represented X I'httrcctlll ll'cak-unablc to ptotect

onese$ lackng bod), strength to carry tt'etght etc, srrDnrrssrle -obeylng others \\rthoul

questronrng therr power and authoflty, Emottonal -shovtng slrong fecltng lor olhers, especfill)

thote tn the clote relatnnshtps, Dependent- depcndrng others for shelter, food, monel or

protectron and other thrngs, ,Yurtunng- lakng catc oI lhe clltlllren, elder ond stck, Feorful-

nen'ous and afrard of bad consequences or somethrng bad that rvrll happen to hrm/her,

Troublesome-caocrstng problem for others especralll lamrlt, Fol/orr cr'supportrng and a

followrlg other people or ldeas urthout usrnS hts,fter rndependent lhlnklng. I'tcttn pcoltlc xho

needs to be protected becausc they are berng subjected 10 vrolence of oLhe$. Physrcalb'
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utttuLtt|c- bca[Llfuhatractl,vc tbr others, Un\rtse-someone thnt uecds ddytce und ass$ta\ae of

others, Asho ed-feehng shame or embarrassment for somethmg that they have done The study

findlngs suggest that soaps and dramas show women as physrcally weak (Mahroor, Ramsha.

Tarua, Sara could nol defend themselves from thc vlolence rnfllcted on them), emotronal (Sara.

SarJ's mother ln law, Anousha, Tanla etc show strong emohonal fcelmg tbr rherr famrLesl,

submrssrve (Tanra. Mah-noor, Sam, Ramsha, Afsha and all olher \\omen demonstrated complete

submrssron to thelr fathers, husbands and brothers), ph)stcall) atrractrve (stress on hpstrcks,

fincry, fresh skm etc were commonly demanded by husband) See Chapter Four olthls study for

detarled drscussron A cntlcal look on thls gendered representatlon enables me to argue that

televlslon soaps and dramas perpetuate hegemonrc mascuLnlt) -practrces that bultress and

promote the domrnant socral posrtron of men (see Connell, 1995) and the subordlnate soclal

posrhoD of wonen lt rs rmportant to rrcntron here that lor Conlell hcgemonrc masculrnlty rs a

prrtrcular vallety of masculnny to \4hlch wonen and other young nlen are subordlDatcd (see

Connell 1995 and theorehcal framework ln thrs study)

5.2. Rcproducing end Cemcnting PrN'atc Patrlarch): One of the nrarn l-rndrngs of thrs study rs

lcrpetuahon and cerrenting of prtvate patlrarchy thlough televrsron soaps and dramas Sec

Sylvra Waiby (1990) theonzrng ofpubhc and pnvate patnarchy In pfl\ate patrarchy \,,,omen are

domlnantly dependent on men as fathers, brothers and husbands ln other words prlvate

palnarchy refers to "famlly structure/famlly system ln whrch males, rnespecuve of thelr age, act

as the pnmary authoriq figures. and coltrol famrly aft'arrs. rvomen. cluldren. and propert] "

(Ullah,20l3 165) Drawrng on thrs definltron, lt can be argued that lelevrsron soaps and dramas

do not challenge the tradluonal stereoqplcal nrale domrnated frmll) structure Televlslon

represents men as the conkoller of women. chlldren, property, and decrsrons malers Soaps and
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dramas represent men rn the famrly as autholtatlve. assertlve, unemouonal. leaders, rndependent.

problem solvers and protectors of theu famllles. whereas uomen .ts completelv dependent on

therr men Male characters. r e, Salman Ahmad, Sa11ad, Hanlad. Jamal. Asrf, Sufyan , Azfar rn

the soaps and dramas were deprcted tn posrtlon of absolute poller \lhereas female characters

such as Afsha, Mahnoor, Shehnaz. Ramsha, Tanra, Sara etc were deplcted as powerless and ln

complete control of therr men Remrndrng wife her llmrts rn the famrly SaJJad tells hrs wrfe "1

take o nloment to change a gtrl furlel {she does hol agree rtth rt1 v,ords attd clo not stop

nlerfercnce n my ltfe you are t tfe and be a vrfe, don I try to dontrnate nrc I cannot tlloke v tle

the crou'n of my head She o a shoe ond musl renlan o slloe lf;ou tltsh to spend ltfe wth ne,

lets thmgs go the v'ay they ure otherwtse I wtll take o mo ett to ktck vou oul o/ ny lfe"

Srmrlarly, Mr Yazdanr (a busmessman) grves a shut up call to hrs wrfe uhen she asks about the

woman he was tallnlrg to. He very rudely satd "shut up Srdro and get lost Don't tnterfere n my

personal matters" Mr Azfar (a srte engrneer) very harshly shut up hrs wr.fe by sayng, "would

you stop advtslng me. I knott nry responsrfultrcS" These dtscourses communtcate a powerful

message that wlves are not supposed to mterfere rn therr husbands lrr'es/affarrs. e\'en rf they are

rnvolved ln rlhclt sexual relatron such as SalJad

Men contlol and own the homes and enloy absolute power to allo\\ famrl) members to lr\c rn rl

or e\pel them trom housc Asrl expelled lvlahnoor liom hrs llat, S.riman e\pelled hls daughter ln

law (Sara), Jamal dragged Ramsha llolently and ordered ller to go back her pareots' house

Salman Ahmad after cxpellmg Sara from tus house told Sara's parcnts that "lhe drl yus lyolg

hete, tt v'os grvtng bad tntell so I thtar that out of nty houre' Salman (a very rrch

busrnessman) has shoun a man \\ho exercrsed authorlty not onl) on \\'omell but also hrs chtldren,

r e. [orderung hrs wfe) "tell Sal1ud to leav gtrlfrrcnd ancl clunge hts ltle sryle, tf he rtll at
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dramas represent men rn the famrl) as authontatlve, assertr!e. utemotlonal, leaders, tndependent,

problem solvers and protectors of their famrhes, wheleas womeu as completely dependent ot1

therr men. Malc characters. t e. Salman Ahmad, Sa1ad, Hamad, Jamal, Asrt. Suf)an . Azfar ul

the soaps and dramas were deplcted tn posl0on of absolute power whereas female characters

such as Afsha, Malnoor. Sheh-naz. Ramslu, Tanla, Sara etc were deprlted as po\\'erless and rn

completc control of thelr men Remmdrng ulfe her Lmlts lD the famtly SaJjad tells hts rvrfe ",1

toks a moment to chonge o gtl [v{e] tf she does nol agree .x'ttll fiy'b'orL and do not slop

mterference n my ltJe you are wtfe and be a wife, don't try to domLnate he I canhot noke \ Ie

the crcwn of my head She t a thoe and musl remarn a shoe IJ I'ou tuuh to spend hfe x'th ne,

lels ththgs go the way they are otherw$e I w l tak4 a momeht lo krck you oul oJ ny lfe"

Simllarly, Mr Yazdanl (a bustnessman) gtves a shut up call to hrs wLfc wher she asks about the

llunrJn hc \\as tallrng Lo Ile \er) rudcly satd thut up S ru onJ gel lot! Do t ttllerfere m my

pet sokal motters" Mr Azfar (a slte englneer) very harshly shut up hls *tfe by sayng, "would

you rtop adr4smg me, I knov'' my responsrb ires" These drscourses commumcate a powerful

message that uves are not supposed to lnterfere rn thetr husbands ltves/affatrs, even rf thel are

rn!olved m llllcrt sexual relatlon such as SaJJad

Men conhol and oN'n the homes and enloy absolute power to allorv famrll menbers to hve m lt

or cxpel them from house. Aslf expelled Mahnoor from hrs flat. Salman erpelled hrs daughter ln

larv (Sara), Jamal dragged Ramsha \lolently and ordered her to go bacl her parents' house

Salman Ahmad after expellnlg Sara from hts house told Sara's parcnts tllat "t'lte drl was lyrttg

het e, tt vas gt|tng bael enell fi I thrcrlt that ort of nry house " Salman (a \ er) rlch buslnessman)

has shown a man who c\erclsed authonty not only on women but also hts chtldren' I e [ordertng

hs wfel "tell Sa11ad to leat'e gdf rcnd and cllatlgc h!5 Ue !+te' :J'het ltlol changc hls lie
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5.3. Thc Dcfining param.tcrs of contemporary \r'ife are physrcal berury rnd absolute

submission to thcir husbands' authoritJ'i One of the ke), findrngs of thrs study rs that

televlsron soaps and dramas have been used the most effectrle tools lor constmctlng an rdeal

contempomry wrfc who conrbrnes tradrtronal cultural standards ofan rdeal wlfe (r e, pert'ect

housewrfe-good rn cookrng, submlsslve, lookrng after each and eve[ need of her husband and

the famrly), and modern standard of rdeal young grrl, r e . ph)'slcally attractrve, weanng makeup,

pleasrng her husband with her look. Followlng excerpts from the dara substantlate the

aforemcntroned argument

At the trme of her marrrage, Asf tells hrs rvrfe (Mahnoor) "that husbands hke ther wrves m

firery and good maleup, domestrc and obedrent to theu husbands" He further sard that "1rvri

awfe who takes care ofny heeds, vho care oJmy every sntall thmg She shoulcl wat Jbr ne at

home v'hen I come, she should be well dressed and should weor good nal,eup" Stmrlarly, Sara

asks her husband (Hamad) what are thc parameters ofa good wrfe Hamad outllned a good wrfe

as "t)odan v'ho understanh and fulfils the needs of her lusband v'll@ut ashng htm what he

needs or lrkes A good wrfe s the one who know the mood of lrcr husbarul all the ,/rte" ln almost

the same fashlon, Sa1ad, on the wedding rught, gave hls wrfe a glft and sard, "Here rs Tour gold

sel and I v'ant to see )ou tcumg thts when ny eles open fi lhe nlotnDry I l*e lpstlck tl ls

tny rll.Jh to see your)eantry lrystrck all lhe ttnle"

Srmrlarly, rvrves wcre deprcted to surrender themselves completel) to the authont) and rvrll of

thelr husbands A father ad\rces hrs daughter on her weddrng dat lhal *hatevct lour husbanl

lells )ou. you nusl dccept und obey htnt, olwa)s te[L outh lo l u,1ou u'tll be hupp1" Srmtlarly.

a mothgr tells her daughter ho\\ to L\e with her future husband The mother ad\lses "Jomdl Ij

vety nrce but lety stubbot n so afua1s surrender to hrs decrtton and yu wrll be happy"
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because they challenge the e\lstmg stereotypes, but because they were deprcted as bad

characters.

5.4, Physrc.l bc.uty rs womcn's capital that thcy havc to tradc upon: Nlass nedra rn general

and televrsron in panlcular ob.;ectrfies *omen (see Ullah & Khan. 2014) Lrke televrsron

advertrsements, televrslon soaps and dranras obJectlfy women The study lound consrderable

stress on physlcal beauq ln soaps and dramas dralogues Weanng llpslicks, good looktng harr.

ti€sh skln and beautrful face wlth sman look wcre stressed throughout soaps and across socral

classes (see chapter 4) These powerful drscourses subJect women to self-surver llance-women

have to contlol thelr dlet, keep thelr bodles hafless, and adopt latest haLr-style and other

beauhficatron strategies) Thls neans that women expenence drscrplrnary soclety-they may wlsh

to lrve differently but they are unable to do so because they have been locked m the ton cage of

beautlficatlon (see Woll 1990) These drscourscs push women to a sltuatron in whrch they have

to monrtor thelr werght, makeup dozen times a day, monrtor everylhrng they eat. Just as surely as

"rnmate ln the Panoptlcon, a self-pollcrng sublect, a self-commrtted to relentless self-

survelllance Thrs "self-surverllance rs a form ofobedrence to patnarch)r' (Bartkv. 1990 80)

Srmilarly, young women are rdeahzed for marnage A nother convr[crng her daughter for

manrage tells her, "1, ook ),ou hatc turned 21 and 2l ts the uleal age for ntarrtdge Ltslen, no one

ask about ttomen vlhen tle)'turn 25" The rmpLcrt and expllclt message belng conmunrcated m

thrs dlscourse ls that women are of no yalue for men rvhen they arc over 25 lear of age Thrs

equates \romen rvrth thrngs, r e, l .e commodllres and consumable goods. women hate an

explry trme and date
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5.5. \!omcn as sourc€ ofstrcss and thrcats to frmily honour: TV Soaps and dramas represent

womell as source of constant strcss and a potentlal threat to famrly honour Women, partrcularly

young, arc consrdered a scnous tkeat to famtly honour, whrch m tum, ls the source of stress for

parents and brothers. The threat assoctatcd wlth the[ sexuallty lncludes rlLcrt sexual relatronshrp

or gctting ln lovc wrth someone they really want to marry Nrth It rs beLeved and represeDted on

TV screen that women sexuahty needs to be guarded m order to save thc famlly honour The besr

way to save the[ sexuallty ls marrylflg off young woman as early as posstble Early marnage

relleve the parents and brothcrs from thetr burden and slress Nhlch tn tum, not expllcttl)'

expressed, allow them to focus on thelr careers rn the competltlve publlc domalD

A daughter commg late at nlght asks her mothe:, "Are you st larake?.\lother How can I sleep

when o you g daughter n out of home t l late nght2 Srmrlarly, a slster asked her brother,

"Brother,why ate you qwake"2 The brother rephed, brotherr can't slecp when there are f,!o

sporrows [refernng to h$ s$ters as spafto$'s] n lhe hourc" In almost stmtlar veln, a mother

tells her daughter that "notlprs can't sleep when ther daughters become young" These

discourses communrcate a very clear message that when \\'omen reach therr puberly lhey become

r Lonstnnt sourlc ofs[ess for ll]elr p,trents and brolhers tlll tlle ltn1c the) arc nor nrarned The

pomt to be noted here rs that women are seen as 'sexual berng' rvho needs to be controlled and

guarded otherwlse they wrll defame the famlly and wlll dlsturb socrery Ideahzrng young age for

woman ma[lage and the obsessed concem of falhers. brothers and even morhe$ to marry olf

thelr daughters and slsters as soon as possrble are contemporury practlces of survelllance lvtuch

can be seen as an extended and lntensrfled form of panoptlcon to\\er that dlsclpltne )oung

woman It can be argued that modern )oung wonlcD are constantl)'under po*er's sunerllance

(see Foucault, 1979)



Stmtlarly, a woman who falls ln true love ond wrshes to marry wlth her belo\ed rs consrdered an

extreme act of rmmorallt] and soclety dlsruptton Anosha (a rural woman). who fell rn love wrth

a tounst from Lahore, ls wamed by her f'ather as,"Do tlot step out of th$ house tfyo cate o.f m)'

honour" Stml1arly, another father talklng to hrs daughter sard, ' Dtd I reur and nurtured )'ou for

thts dav lhat you br tg tnstlt to nte and defame nte by ntaknry alJav2 I y'tsh I cun k l yot tfith

my hands" These drscourses show that lvomcn whether rnvohed or blamed falsely wlth love

affarrs brrng drshonour to thelr famrhes It ls lmportant to meDhon here that engagtng rn lole

affarrs and revealing it to therr famlly cannot be generallzed across classes Some ofthe eltte

crrcles grrls !!ere reprcsented ln alIatls and love \\tthout any objectron for therr parents

However. these were supposed to be ln the same soclal class (elrte clrcle) If they wlll be outsrde

thell rcspectrve class rt was reJected by elder lnespectrve of glll havrng aflarr \r1th lo\rer or

mrddle class boy or elrte boys wtth mlddle class grrls Thrs means that moralrty rs gendered as

well as classed phcnomena

5.6. Womcn subordination through dcgrading analogies: Vanous analogres are uttered ln

televrslon soaps and dramas to demean women Women are equated \\rth ordrnary brrds, shoes

and trssues

Comparrng young grrls with sparrow was a common anaiogy rn nrany dramas and soaps

e\amrned lor this studY In the dramas serral ,Jkclr FaLhara's mother tells her (hat "Grrls are ltke

spaftows, lhey come, sng and creole no$e (chatler, Watlle) u the ltousc and Jl1' They ore not

supposed to be caged " Srmrlarly, rn drama serial Jeera Dushvar saht, Ssra's t'ather tells her that

"Daughters are lrl,,e sparrots, colourlul spatrons They stt on the father head and srng arul then

Jly One day you wtll ulto ll)," Thrs bftd analogy rs embedded wlth the polltrcs of femlnrnrty and

mascullnlty when understood $rth a coDtrastlng sct of brrds rn order to posrtron wornen rn an
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lnfeflor place rn relatron to men (see chapter four) As argued ln chapter .l that lhe perslstent

comparson of grrls wlth spartow rs rdeologlcally lnlested_sparrow ls belleved to be lnlerlor to

phoenrx, phoenlx rs belre\ed to ha!e masculrne characterlstrcs arld spanou as fen1lnlne (see Yol-

lya, 2005) The rmpllclt message lhen Ls thal phoent\ \'ersus sparrow and men lersus uomen, lf

tle sparrow rs rnfenor to phoenl\ women are rnferror to men

Srmrlarly, womcn arc cquated wrlh shoes SaJJad. scoldrng hrs \\rfe, shouled. "Be uvtle and

dotl'l lD lo domtnale me. I cannol moke wtle the crotn of ntS' heatl She u a shoe ond musl

tenarn o shoe Srmllarly, shoutrng hrs on hls wrfe, ' nS'vtle ml foot Yazdanr rn hts dtscusslon

wrth hrs lawyer very proudly asserted Lhat, l'azdam [he refers to hrmselfl 'uses and d$card

r|omen hke l$sue papers " Labelltng rvomen as spanolrs, shoes and ussues represent a co mon

method of dentgmtton Such krnds of analogtes'comPanng women $Ith obJects. anrmals and

brrds are very much common ll] day toda) dtscourses and suppll a malor semaDuc foundahon

for the contcmporary assaults on the body, person, and Intcgrlt) of women

5.7. LcgitimEing public and privetc divtdc: rvomcn for th. priv2tc znd mcn for thc public

domarn Thls study. hke most rcscarches around thc norld, has found that TV soaPs and dramas

represent men and \\omen rn tradrtronal and stcrcotyplcal gender roles al)d soclal posrtlons Men

were represenlcd as breadwrnners (Asrl Azfar, Hamad. SaJJad, Sufyan, Salman. Yazdanl) and

the rcst of male characters lvcre rlrnnlng therr bustness, dotng thelr Jobs and lvere locused on

therr car.ers rn thc publrc domatn Yazdant. Suflan and Harrad uere represented global

busrnessmen $hereas Asrf, Azfar Fatzan etc \,!'ere dolng thelr.Jobs ln Paklstan and abroad Thelr

wrves ard srsters (l e. Savera, Anousha. Sara, and Nlahnoor etc) \\cre housewlves and ucre

rdealrzed as "Husbands ltke lherr vwes n Jinery and good nakeup Il rlc ought ro bc dontetltc

ond obedrcnt to her husbarul (Aslf to Sa\cra) Asrf to hs ns'!v ,,rrfe (after dtrorctng savera)
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outlrned thc c.te'a of a wfe " l ,trsh a wfe \ho taler core of nry needs, *)ho core ol m), eyery

small thmg She should v'ot for me at ho e h)hell I come,' lJsrng drscourse m Foucauldran

sense, these krnd ofdrscourses functtoD zls sets ofsoctall) and hlsto cally constructed norms that

tell young woman tn Pakrstan "what rs" and ,.Nhat ls not,' (Carrabme, 2001) acceptablc

behavrours These krnds ofdrscourses naturallze and ldeallze men as breadwrnner and rvomen as

homemakers

5,8. Ccmenting kinship tics and femily allianccs through marriagc: The stud) findrngsreveal

that marnage cholce of the maJonty of womcn and men, lrrespecllve of therr soclal class

backgrounds, ls a matter of family rnlerest and thus outslde thelr control It ls lmportant rc

menhon here that the groom's famlly rs mstrumental tn decrdrng on the selectlon of the bnde

Televrslon soaps ldealued rlomen and men who surrender thelr chorce of mamage to therr

famlly It ls tmportant to mentlon here that tn tle rmposed marDages, uomen become more

!,ulncrable wtthln maElages as they havc to sacnficc and keep the tre at the cost of thetr

happiness as was the case rn Afsha mamage They become more wlnerable in the event of

separatlon or dtvorce

5.9. Idealizing ),oung age for tromcn mtrriagcs: Televrsron dramas very entphatlcall),

rernforced the cultural ldeal-the daughters and slsters narry earl). Parents, especrally mothers,

have been depicted wonred about thelr daughters nlarnages The rmpllclt reason for the

exccssive stress on women earl) manlage ls to curb therr sexuallty and save the famlly honour

Several quotes from the data show the emphasls on earl) marnage Mother to her dJughter ),oa

arc 2J and 21 u tlp tdeal age Jor marrtuge lllen becone redl roLulg nen u thet thtrtte, The

tacrt message belng comnrulicated here ts that when \r'omen marr] off at young age theu se\ual

urges are normatrvely chamelled and the famlly honour and reputatlon camot be besmuched by
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the drshonourable behavrours or sexual lndulgence of Bomen outslde marnage Thts also

communrcates an rmphcrt message that men's sexuahly and sc\ual behavlours outslde marnage

do not defame the famrly

5.10. Conclusion

To sum up the analysls, rl can be argued that most soaps and dmmas sho!\ 'normatrve' ranges of

gender roles for male and female charactcrs and cmphasrze on protecung 'tradlilonal' nohons of

stercotyprcal gender behavlours I also assert that lhe televrsron and the rdeologrcal battles rt

represents are, of course, located and lrnked to lhe broader socro-cultural conte\t of Pakrstanl

socrety and pollhcal economy Womcn are represented as sexual obJects for the commodrficatron

of soap opera and televrsron drama vrewers Thrs rs especrally, but not erclusrvell , the case wldr

young women Certarn rmages of femrnlnlty, rn whrch the televlslon ls responstble for marktng

out relnforce boundafles of'acceptable' femrnrnrty ihat mal' be pa(rcularl) harmful to young

grrls as they arc restflctlye, uDrealrstrc and focused on physrcal beaut) (Durham, 1999, Wood,

2010) Young women are constructed as chrldlle. doctle, and dependent \\rth exaggerated

femlnlne qualltres Moreo,'er, rvomcn rrghts and equaltty wllh men are nol louched upon

Lookrng at thc gender rcpresentatron rn televrsron soaps \lrfi Wood s lens enable mc to argue

that televlslon rernforce stereotyprcal femlrunrty and mascullnlt)' ln dlscurstve ways Flrstl)',

women are underrepresented rn televlsron Thts gt,'es a dtstoned message that there are more

nlen ln largcr socrety than \\'omen as televlsron 'penade our llves. the ways ln whlch lhey

nrsrcprescnt genders nray drston how tve see ourselres and *hat $e percelve as normal and

desrrable for mcn and wonen' (Wood, 2010 32) Secondll. televrsron represenl men and

\\omen rn stcrcol)'prcal gcnder roles and behavrours. r e. men are rorel) sho\\n cngaglng ln

houscworL or rn canng roles and are lnstead shown as aggressrve and not ln touch wtth thetr
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emotrons Womcn, on the other hand, are show.n as lollng slster. sacnficlng mothers, loyal

wtvcs, and often as vlctrms Thrrdly, the relatronshrp betNeen men and $omen portrays

tradltronal roles and legrttmlzes power and vrolence over \ omen These rela0onshlps rernforce

notrons of women's dcpendence and men's lndependence, women's lncompelence and men's

authonly, and women as careglvers and men as bread$rnners In short. thls stud;, Irke most

rescarches around the world, has found that mcn and rvomen hare been shown ln tradlttonal and

stcreotyplcal gender roles and socral posrtrons ln televlslon soaps and dramas ln summary, men

hale bcen pofl.rayed as autonomous, aulhofltauvc, ph)srcall) strong, aggressrve, controller,

rndcpendent, competittve, ambrttotrs, forward lookrng wllh decrsrvc power Good women are

prescnted as submrssrvc, sensltlve, domesticated, well mannered, swect naturcd, caulng and

nurluflng

The portrayal of stereotyplcal rmages of masculrnrg' and femlnlnrt) as complete opposrres and

br[arres wrthln ma]nstream (Carter and Sterner,2003) TV soaps and dramas rs ldeologlcally

rnr,ested Ideolog) rs a set of soclal values, rdeas and bellels. feclrngs, represenlallon, and

rnstrtutlons b),whlch people collectlvell make seuse ofrhe $orld the] lrr e It ma),be defined as

a sct of dellberatcly formulaled, coherent and ratronal ldeas that rs used as *a1's of definrng and

understandug how socrety should be organrzed (see O Shaughnessl. 1999 l9l) DraNrnB on

these definltrons, ldeolog)'ls a sel of rdeas that er,plarn hou socrety rvorks It rells us somethrng

about how $e relate to the soctal uorld, and what our place rn rt nlght be The study findlngs

suggest that televlsron soaps and dranras functron to suppo11 the domrnant rdeology by

represcntrng women physrcall), ueak. submrssrve, emotronal, dependent. nurtu ng fearful,

troublesome. phystcally attractlve and nren phlstcally strong, asserllrc, ur)emotronal.

rndependent, selfish, problem sollers, career focus€d, rntellectual etc These belrefs and set of
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ldca conlrrunrcale to nules and fcmales wha! are correct male and fcmale bchavrours and also

what are correct male and female spaces and domarns Through these subordrnatrng dlscourscs

male hegemony rs marntalned

To conclude thrs study, rt rs once agarn rerterated here that the Lcy arm of thrs study \as to

eramrne and hrghlght how televrslon texts ln Paktstan perpetucte and rernforce lhe gender order

ofPakrstanr socrcty Central to my study \\as to foreground gender equaltty debate and generate

a rcsearch that would enable drama wrrters and dtrectors, especlally !!omen, to ponray counler

narrairve and messages The findrngs ofthrs research can be ulllrzed ibr sensttlzlng drams $nters

and dlrectors wflte and dlrect dramas and soaps that challenge the gender stereotlpes and

tradrhonal notron of mascuhnlty and femlllnlty

Although the study dld not urler)d to focus on comparauve analysls of rcprcsentatlon on publlc

and prrvate televrsron channels, but tle study findtngs entrced me to gl\e a succrnct comparatlve

prcture of how mascullnltles aDd femrnrnrtres are representcd on stale run officral channel (PTV

home) and pnvate run TV channel Hum TV Contrar) to rts publrc rssron ofehmrnatrng gender

blases rn tele\ rsron programmes (rncludrng dramas and soaps). PTV Home does not e\hlbrt less

gender stereolypes and stereotyprcal gender roles rr soaps and dramas compared to pn\ate

channel Hum TV, horvevcr, there are dtfferences that horv bolh channels represenl gender roies

and gender stereotypes

Both channcls represenl women depcndent on mcn. rc. Sara. AnoLrsha, Afsha, Narna were marn

charactcrs rn PTV dramas rvho shown dependcnt on Danlal, l]antad. Sufyan, Jamal, and Stdra,

Savcra, Mahnoor etc on Asrt, Azlar and Yazadnr ln Hum TV dramas Srmrlarh, \\omen \!ere

dcprctcd opprcsscd, helplcss, confused, and fussy abour thctr cppearances and bodres In both
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channels )oung women wcre sholvn as wattrng for men, busy ln domestlc ahores, $tshlng for perfcct

famrly and lovc The dtflcrence can bc seen rn tcrm of socrcl class pTV Hpms, h6w.r..,

cmphaslzed normatrve feminlntty (completc submrssron to men,s cuthorrty, belng domestlc, \ omcn

obsession wtth what they say and do as women and vcry concented about how other peoplc percctvc

them) The cmphasls on normattve fcmtntnrty and hegcmontc mascultntly rlas observcd across

classcs such as saJJad's rnother, Tanra, Mawa's mother were womcn of the .ch famrlres but wcrc

completcly controllcd by thetr men In rare cases woman lvere represcnted as berng strong and

lndcpcndcnt 0.e, mothcr ofJamal and Sufyan) or Mawa and Anousha, they were not dcplctcd ro

challcnge thc prevatltng gender powcr structurc Sufyan.s morher was a bustncss woman, but was

ncver shown ln ottlcc or makrng bLrstness dcals Jatnal,s tnother \ras helpless rn lront ofJamal

Confary to PTV home, Hum TV dramas ald soaps showa fe\\ characters thal were challenglng

the tradrtronal gendcr powcr structurc. Onc such character was Jugno (a )oung womtn liom a loB,cr)

n lhe drcmo,Jugno Neverthles, Jugno was shown as super human berng Srmrlarly, Sldra and Save.a

wcre deptcted to be ultm modern and frce gtrls who have no ttmc fbr gotng out and comtng home

However, they wcrc tnvolvcd ln rmmorallt) (engagrng tn afIarrs wllh men to get moncy and prope(y

and leavrng them when get somclhlng) Thcsc krnd of rcpresentahons further subordlnatc r!,omen

rnstcad olchallengtng the cxtshng gendcr power structurc

It rs drfEcult to havc a concludxtg statement whtch channcl ls ntore gender btascd and relnforce

stereolyplcal gendcr roles Holve!er, thts cursory compaflson ofgender stcreot),pes on publlc and

pflvate channel does provtdc sonte substanual knorvledgc on gcnder representallon ln prrlatc and

state run television These tnslght tna),be used an avenuc for an rndcpendent study that compare the

c\lcnt ofdtfferent gender rcprescnratlon on publlc and prrvatc TV channels
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