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ABSTRACT

Thc rcscarch provldcs dcscrlptlve and an rnalltrcal studt of thc womcn s condrtron Ln

Saudl Arabran soctcty tn gcneral and ln thc contcxt of somc rcports and ne\\s ln

parllcular In addl(lon. rt examrncs thc currcnt condltlon ofwomen's rrghts b) a survc\

and provrdcs an analysls of thc survcy rcsults and rcports and ncws that to what extcnt

thesc rcports arc based on fact and whcrc lt ls a casc of propaganda It also shcds some

Lght on lslamrc pcrspectrvc ofthcsc tssues by grvlng relcvant verdlcts ln current trme

Ihe thcsrs drscusscs somc rtghts of womcn such as malc guardlanshlp, earl) marrlages.

emplo)mcnt rssucs and rtght to votc. the lssucs whlch have becn crtttctzed b1 some

rntcrnatronal reports and ncrrs. and cxamtncs to what extcnt thcse rcpo(s and ne*s arc

based on fact and to what cxtcnt country has manrgcd to tacklc thc lssuc of womcn s

flghts It also provldcs an ovcrvlew ofthe maJor causcs ofwomcn s rlghts lssues ln Saudl

Arabra and prcsents somc cascs of womcn's rlShts !lolatron rn the contc\t of rcports and

news and sheds somc hght on thc mcasurcs takcn by thc Saudr Sovcrnm€nt to comhat

$omen lssues A suwcy was conductcd to asscss thc rcahty of uomcn s rlghts lssu's ln

the countr) 9l pa(lcrpmts wcrc ncludcd ln lhrs study. out of\lhlch 65 $crc fcm2les

and 26 Ecrc malcs wtth dtfferent age groups. all of them were merurc and *ell educalcd

MaJoflq of (hc parttctpanls were employees. somc of thcm \rcrc studcnts and the rest

wcrc housc wtves 73oZ pafllclpants were from publlc sector and 270% wcrc from prrvatc

sector. .t9%o werc from educatron dcpartmen! 19 oZ wcrc dotng prlvatc busrncss. 117'

uere from medrcal dcpartment and 2l7o wcrc from othcr dcpartment or \!cre studcnts

and hOUSC \rtlcs

Accordlng to thc rcsults, plrtlctpants havc rcmarkablc a*arencss about thc rlghts of

\romcn rn lslam wrth drffcrcnt lcvcl ofawareness so out of 9I. onl) 47o rcspondents lrere

not a\arc of womcn s rlShts, I EoZ Ncrc a\rarc lo somc c\tent and thc rcst \rcrc ha\ lng a

good sensc of awarencss of womcn's rlghts granted by Isllm 100% rcspondcnts were

wlth thc vle[ that men and women are dlfferant tn ther mental' Ph]slcal. and cmolronal

qualltrcs and the llfe grvcs them dlffcrcnt opporaunltles So because thc] ar€ dlfferent. a

good soclct] rs that whrch ls based on thc prrnclplc ofjustlcc and thc slstam of Saudr

state ls based onJUstrcc



Survcl shows that the vlolatlon of *omcn s nghts rn the conte\t of nauonal and

rntcmatlonal reports and ncws ts somchou bascd on reallty but most of thcm are .;ust

propaganda Most of the womcn rn Saudt Arlbta feel blcsscd ln the svstcm of malc

guardranshrp and thcy vlcw lt favorablc for *omcn and feel bettcr tn thls slstem

Accordrng to thc parttclpants, thc reasons bchlnd thc 6sucs of $omcn m the countr) are

propaganda of wcstem medla, mlslntcrprctatlon of rchglon, customs of soclcty and lAck

of good admrnlstratlon but where there Is sltuatlon of lll kcltment \r'lth $omen the\

prefer thc lnvolvcmcflt ofthcrr govcrnmcnt for rcdrcss lnstcad ofan] extemal suPport

The rescarch also deals wlth (he rssucs ln thc Islamlc framet*orks clcarl) statrng the

lslamrc standpont on the lssues, as rts laws arc essentlall] denvcd from thc two matn

sourccs of Srarr b, The rcscarch concludcs b]'presentmg a numbcr of suggcstrons and

recommendatlons towards more cfT€ctlvc protcctron of *omen tn t;'tt 
"o'n11 

and

afiempts 10 answca the rescarch questlons il hls poscd
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Introduction

In rcccnt ycars. no sector of Saudl soclcty has becn subJcct to morc debates and

dlscussrons lhan thc women's scctor and thelr rolc rn thc soclcty Thc Posltlon ofuomcn

ln Islamlc socrcty rn gcneral and ln Saudl Arablan socl€ty In partlcular ls e comPle\ lnd

frcquently mrsunderstood lssuc lt ls definrtely truc thatMushm and westem vletrs ofthc

rolc of $omen sho\\ sharp cultural dlffcrcnccs but ncglcctmg thcse dlfferenccs thc

wcstcrn medra have prcscntcd thc cxtremcl) blased plcturc of womcn s condrtron ln the

country b) clalmlng that that Musllm womcn arc dcvold of thelr baslc nghts and they are

hr rng rn thc darkncss of tgnorancc and malevolcncc But thc $omen ln Saudl Arabla are

enJo)lng almost thc same rlghts whlch halc bccn provlded 1400 years ago Blth (he

advcnt oflslam Thc Quian dcclarcs

' 1*) vonen shott hute l]ghts. s']/,t dr to lhc rryhls agansl lhem occordtng to\hat ts

Islam declared slmrlar flghts of women to thlt ofmcn but not the samc rlghts Both men

and women arc asslSned wlth dlfferent tasks to bc Judged based on performanccs The)

halc bccn besto*cd wtth varlous capabll(lcs and the rcsponstblllhcs assrgned to bolh

sc\cs vary \1 tth thc r rcsPcctr ve capabl lltlcs Thc purpose of th rs d rffcrcntratlon I s on I\ to

dcvclop a healthy and prospcrous socleo but somc pcoplc vlolatc the fundamcntal rrghts

of $omen ln thc name of lslam md they abusc th€rr powers whllc $omcn are protccted

as much as men ln lslam lslam llbcrates a woman fJom modcm cxtrcmlst trends to pro\'c

Illc a man. rn ordcr toSel asenscof self wo(hand achlcvcmcnt 
:

Thrs work provldcs dcscrlphvc and an analltlcal study of \ omen s nghts m Saudr

Arabra Desrgn of m) \rork ls as I have staned wlth thc descrlptlon of rcal posltlon of

\lomen m Saudr Arabla by gorng thrcugh lts hlstory and stahng the current status of

womcn rn the country Then I havc c\poscd the lssuc of *omcn's rlghts rn Saudl Arabta

as prcscntcd rn rcports and net*s, efter that I havc provldcd \\lth thc analysrs ofthc rssucs

from da'rvah pcrspccnic on thc basls of survc) conducted rn Rrladh Saudr Arebla and

' 
^l-Qu.D 

I l2l
' ii,.r-,J o 

"e 
i"., nrp I ,^t For Inqurlns Nlnds ad Ycmus Ilcds OP'n Mnd Press c'lr tomr' l0l'r p l0 I



lntroductron

b) dlsprovlng the wcst's ptescntrtlon of*omcn's rlShts ln Saudl Arabla It tall's about

the dcgrce to whrch some rcports and ncws have dlscussed and prcsentcd thc *rong

prcturc of Saudr Arabtan womcn So my *orL ls a fight agarnst westcm propaganda as

the worl sholr s thc rcaht! of lssues and glvcs thc rcJcctlon of lYvest s present2tlon of

Saudr women and thetr flghts by provrdrng an Islamrc standpornt ofthc lssues as lt ls the

guldcd wa) for solutron of problcms, Holy Qur'an declarcs rn chaptcr _l vcrsc 59

]f )',! tltfier fi ury-lhng among yourse^'es reler tl lo Allah ond HIs ProPheI

Fudhcr r€search concludcs thc work by dlscusslng the rcsults of survcy and the Islamrc

standpotnt on thc lssues Thc rcsearch also malcs lt clcar that the vlctlmzed womcn

should bc attnbutcd to thc non Islamlc praclrccs that arc prcvalent rn thc statcs. therr

cascs must not bc proccssed ulthln the clrclcs of Islamlc-based laws Moreovcr whcre

thcre rs vrolatlon of uomcn s nghts. thcrc $ lack of avallablllty of cffcctr\c

lmplementat,on and cnforccment mcchanlsms There ts not only mtsundcrslandlng ofthc

Islamrc valucs ls thc maln factor behmd the women lssucs ln Saudl Arabla along wlth an

rmproper lmplemcntatlon of Islamlc laws was obscrvcd Thc other mcln factor ls the

propaganda of the Westcm medra for thc lntcrcsts of thclr agcndl agarnst lslam and

Muslms The Klngdom lecds fundam€ntal stratcglc solutlons to dcvclop a modem end

balanced systcm that ls not affcctcd by anyone, csPeclally those who want thc countrv to

conllnue lo trve rn the lSnorancc Soclall), somc serlous declslons necd to be made

concernlng women's posltlon Tocopc*lth the lssucs thcre ls anccd for rciraftlnS of

regulatrons rn accordlncc wfth the correct conccpts as sct out m the Holy Quran and the

Sunnrh and to tmprove the condrtlon ofwomcn ln modcm cra. somc mcasurcs ha\c to be

taLcn from an Islamrc pcrspcctrvc to ellmlnalc thc factors that rnvolve ln presentmg thc

\rrong lmagc ofwomcn m Saudr Arabla and In Islam Proper lmplcmentatron ofauthentrc

lstemrc laus ls rcqulred so that thc truc rcflcctlon of lslamtc conccpts rcg dlng \\omcn-s

hfe wrll clatlry thc reahiy ofwomen lssues ln Saudl Ambla

Research Objectives

Thc purposc ofthrs rcscarch ls

To c\amrne, lnvcstrgatc and dcscnbc the rcal posttton ofwomcn lrl the Klngdom



lntroductton

To manrfcst the cxtcnt to whlch Saudl Arabla dcals wlth the lssues conccmmg womcn's

flghts and the protcclron ofthcsc rlghts

To sholv to what cxtcnt the mplcmentat,on of Islamlc law ln Saudl Arabla has protectcd

the nghts of\romcn

To clanfy thar thc Plcturc of Saudl womcn mcntloncd ln somc rcports and ncus ls not

based on truth by provldlng an analys$ of reports on thc basls of survcy conducted rn

tuyadh. Saudr Arabta

To provrdc an Islemlc standpolnt rn case of lll trcatment l}lth women

Research Questions

The rcsearch e\amtncs the currcnt slfuatlon of women tn Saudr Arabra and shows thc

rcahty ofnatronal lnd rntcmatlonal rcports and nc\!s on women s lssues and tacklcs thesc

lssucs ,n the hght of schoh's vlcw m thrs rcspect In th,s rcgard, $lth an atm to mcct m1

obJectrvcs, I s€ck to answer thc followmg rescarch qucstrons. shaprng thc ovcrall rcsearch

endeavor

\I'hy ls the posltlon ofwomen ln Saudl Ambran soctcty a complcx and frcquently

mrsunderstood lssue9

What Is the authcntlclty of womcn's nghls vlolatlon tn thc Klngdom of Saudl

Arabra dcscflbcd ln somc reports and ncws'

If lhc vrolatron of\tomcn's rlghts ls a mafter offact thcn wha! arc lts causcs'

In case of rll treatmcnt, ls lt permlssrblc ln [slam for uomcn to fight for thclr

nghts'

Literature Review

Posrtlon of \\omcn and thclr flghts rn thc klngdom of Saudl Arabla havc bcen drscussed

b) both Westcm and Mushm \!otcrs Most of ftcm havc c\clusrt€1, dcalt \\lth the rssues

ofromcn from lcgal and soclal pcrspectrvc and thclr partlclpatlon ln country's cconomy

Also thc) crltrctzcd thc poslhon of Seudl r,romen and thcrr rlghts PreJudrclall) Thcrr

desc ptrons based on Wcstcm though6 talscd thc contrast ln the rcal posltlon of l{omcn

3

4



and ther status rn the country Some promlnent wltlngs arc 'Womcn s Employmenl ln

Saudr Arabra A M{or Challengc". "Womcn ln Saudr Arabra toda}" h} Mona

AlmuncJed. womcn and \aork ln Saudl Arabla hou fletlble arc Islamrc margrns'" bv

F.lenoar Ahdallah Doumato.'The Musltm Woman and thc Condltlons for hcr

Adlancement Crvrhzahonal Rolc of the Musllm Natron ln thc World of Tomorro$ A

Sclcctron of Scholars and Authors" b] A'rshah Yusuf Al_Mana l, 'Saudl Arabla

Women s Rlghts Promrscs Brokcn Evrdcncc Shows Male Permrssron St l Belng

Rcqulred for Surgcry. Travel" by Human Rrghts Watch. 'Thc contcmporary SArtdr

$omen" by S Dcavcr, 'Promotron and Protcctron ofAll Human RlShts. Crvll. Polttrcal.

Economrc Socral and Cultuul Rlghts. tncludlng thc Rrght to Dcvctopmcnt.' Repon of

thc Spcclal Rapporture on Vlolencc agalnst Womcn. lls Causes and Consequences. b\

Enurk. Yakrn "Human fughts Of \f,'omcn and Chlldren undcr thc Islamtc Law of

Personal Status and ks Apphcatlon ln Saudr Arabra' Zarnah Almlhdar. "Oll, tslam, and

\tr'omen" by L Mrchrcl Ross, and "somc Obscrvatlons on Womcn ln Saudl Arabra" b)

Mar Yamant

There are some other wntrngs phlch rcflccted !o some degrcc a truc plcturc of\lomcn ln

Saudr socretl and rn Islam, arc 'The fughl ofsaudr Womcn to SlSn for thcrr Health Carc

rn Saudl Arabra. Fact and Ftctlon" by Shcrkh Mohammed H. "Human RlShts m the

Qur'an and thc Sunnah and thcr Applcatlons ln the Kmgdom ol Saudl Arabla" by

Muhammad lbn Ahmad As- Salfi "Huquq al- Insaan fi al-lslam wa nlfazuha fi al-nuzum

al-mamlakat Al- Arabra Al-Saudm" by. Nasrr rbn Muhammad Al'Bugmr "Huquq Al'

lnsan Balna Ash-Sharl'a wa Al-Qanun'b) Muhlmmad AnJatlnl. and

)006jUlrlr,+Cl .JL-1 q- .,r,I,;Jt 6-!51! -:ilUr ,rr!l .UJl JJ,rP ilrl

1992 tJ] !s- si:! .rl!)l JJiJ i.!r-ll4DllJ \r-)-)r ell !D'.I-Fll iF

,rLll irls .+ !l lru J.l Jis.ll eLJl $-(rl ,iiE LL ':rl'lri a-)l d illl ir:
)l! i-l- ,ri- LJI

Thcsc r fltmgs dcscflbcd thc facts lbout thc qomcn s rlghts ln thc counln and tn Islam

and unvclled thc lnqu[cs' crltlclsm and susplclons ralscd agalnst thc \tomcn condltlon ln

the kngdom of Saudl Arab6 due to rts appllcatron ofthc lslamrc Sharr'ah So Intcoded



ro restorc the accurrtc prclurc ofwomcn s r,8hls real() ln thc Klngdom ofSaudl Arabra

and to uork on the drmcnsron of rc-rcadlng thc lslamlc tc\ts' provrsrons and nrllng to

pro!rdc purc rnslShts lnto thc lmponan( rssucs rclatcd to womcn end thcrr rl8hts

Hypotheses

Posrtron ofwomcn rn Saudr Arabtan soclcry rs a complc'( rnd frcqucntl) mlsJudScd lssuc

and Natronal and rntemalronal rcports and ncEs arc full of drscusslon on the \ rolatron of

uomcn s nghts ln thc lrngdom ofSaudr Arabra Thcrcforc thc stud) focuses lo rd€nllf]

that what arc the purposcs for thc mrsconccphon of womcn s posrtlon and lrhat rs the

authcntrcrt\'of the rcports .nd ncws' lfthe vlolatlon ofwomcn s rrghls rs a maltcr of frct

and rfthere arc any rnsl.nccs of rll-treatmcnl wlth \romcn thcn t!hat rs thc lslamrc rullng

for womcn o asl for thcrr rrghts'

Methodology

Thls stud] rs baslcall) qualltehvc rn naturc, thc descrlptlvc and anal]1rcal stud] lt

descflbcs the condrtron ofuomcn's rrghts tn thc cor.rntrl and aflcrEard ln thc contc\t of

somc natlonal and rntcanatlonal rcpons and nctls \hlch cxemlnc thc sclcctcd speclfic

rssues of malc guardranshrp, earl) marrlagcs. cmPlolmcnt of lromcn and fic nght to

votc To tnatlzc thcsc repons and ncws. a surve) was conductcd In Rl)adh. Saud'

Arabla A structured qucstronnarrc l*as admlnlstcrcd to fcmalcs as \rcll as to malcs The

process of data collectton was complcted rn about fivc months. from Aprrl 20 to

Scptembcr t5.2Ol5 All othcr appropnltc mcthods are followed Both ofthe pnmary as

N€ll as sccondary rcsourccs ere consultcd and Lbrary facllrtles booLs Joumals 2nd

publrcatlons arc uscd to assemblc thc tnformatron To cxplorc thc lssue. a survc) tras

conductcd ln Rrladh to cvlncc thc tool havmg an obJcctlve nalurc, so as to enallzc the

data as gr\cn rn rcports and ncws By prcsentlng thc prcvalcnt soclrl problcms. authentrc

drta can challenge thc c\rstlng supposlllons about thc naturc of thlngs so as to ascenaln

thc ultlmatc aclronsr Thts mcthod ls also objcctlvc as rt malcs thc study morc structurcd

'l)cv.6 \uG.\s rn socr.l r.!.rch 5thcd lon London Roull.dlc 20u2 Pl2



and conclusrons dcrlvcd morc prcc6c Elcctronlc sourccs such as AI_ Makhbah Al-

Shamrlah. Coogle Irbrary and othcr uscful rcadcmlc \lcbsltcs arc consultcd

Thesis Outline

fhe llorl rs drvrdcd tnto four chaPtcrs It provldcs a Scncral rntroductron to thc rcscarch

and drscusses the obJcctt!cs, thc rcscerch qucstlons, and thc methodology ofth€ rescarch'

The first chapter dcals \rlth lhc appllcatrons of lromcn s nghts ln thc Krngdonl of Szudr

Arabra b] drscussrng thc country's basrc systam of Sovcmmcnt whrch rs bascd on rhe

Shao ah lt dcscrrbcs thc rolc of women asslgncd b) Allah AlmlSht) and thcn Justlfics

that ho\ lslam has protcctcd womcn lt provrdcs a gcncral Profil€ oftromcn prolcctlon ln

thc krngdom of Saudr Arabta and background of r\omcn's rlghts and currcnl s(ua(ron of

$omcn rn the countr) It furthcr drsctlsscs thc rolc of govcmmcnl ln the advanccmcnt

and protccrron of women's rtghts I! shall finall) dlscuss somc of the basrc lssucs

conccmrng !romcn s rl8hts, Protccted by thc Klngdom ofSaudr Arabre lt ls slSnr{lcant to

mcntron rhat some of thc slgntficant rssucs dcahng wth lntcmalronal human rrShts Ia$s

and womcn nghts la*s do not sccm to bc compatrblc wlth thc onc Provrdcd b] lslamtc

la$ Thercforc sccond chaptcr prcscnts thc brtef and comprchcnstve notcs on the

conlllcls of Saudr womcn s rlghts ln thc contcYt of somc na(lonal and lntcmallonal

rcports and nc*s focuslng on thc rssucs of malc Suardlanshlp. carly marrlagcs *omcn

cmplo)mcnt. and rrght to votc To rsscmblc thc data I survc) t|as admlnlstcrcd rn

Rl)adh. Saudl Arabra thrr glvcs thc obJcctlvc tools to rcallzc that to what degrce lhcse

reports te bascd on realily and thc rcason lt tums lnto r complc\ lssuc lnthls\ta) thlrd

part ofthc rcsearch comprrscs ofthc outcomcs lnd dlscourse bascd on survc]

Thc fou(h chaptcr brlngs thc measurcs for rcdress b) ProvrdrnS rclcvant vrcN( and

verdlcts of Musllm scholars on thcsc lssucs whlch glvcs lhc clcar dlrcctlon to women for

\rhat to bc done rf thcrc should arlse an occurencc of lll trcatmcnt The sencs of

dlscussrons pertalnrng lo thcse lssucs lncludcs thc tcxtuel cvldcnccs as mcntloned tn ihe

Hol,v Quran. Hadrth of thc Prophct (S A W) and thc undcrslandlng based on the

contnbutrons of Musllm Junsts Thc chapter addrlronally htroduccs varrous proposals

and recommcndatlons conccrnlng l*omcn prolcchon



Chapter I

Applications of women's rights in Saudi Arabia



lntroducton

1.1. Applicetions of women's rights in Saudi Arebia

Thrs chaptcr provldes a gcncral profilc of \romcn tn Krngdom of Saudr ArabE b)

descflbmg ccrtaln hrstoncal, cconomrc. educltlonal. and soclo cultural varlablcs $hlch

rcf'lect the condrtton of *omen tn the r€glon and tacklc thc lssues concemlng the

domcstrc applrcalton ofi\omcn's nghts m thc Lmgdom

P ma l), lt dcals wlth thc baslc system ofSovcmment ln Saudl Arabla. lt then drscusscs

the role and nghts of *omcn rn Islarn and llfc, posltlon and soclal status of womcn rn

Saudr Arablan socrcr, It cxplarns hot* lslam has granted $omcn the honor b) securlng

her nghts and rt dtscusscs thc protcctlon of *omcn's rrghts ln Saudl Arabla It Slvesthe

brrcfdcscflptron ofwomcn's rrghts. tts hlstory, ahd curcnt sltuanon ln ordcr to dcvclop a

good perccpuv€ of thc real pos(lon ofwomcn and thclr nghts m Saudr Arabra It also

e\amlncs thc rolc of govcmmcnt conccmlng women's rrghts rncludrng emptolmcnL

vote. carl] marrlage. and malc guardlanshlp Thc chaptcr also seeks objecultt\ and

neutrallq ln tcrms of the rcal(y based rcprcscn tatron of u omcn's ltves rn thc coun try

When thc modcm Saudl Arabta wes cstabllshcd ln 1932. thcrc was a nccd to such an

rnfrastructurc whrch supports thc counhl' economrcllly and soclally however rn 1938.

thrs condrtron rs changed by the formatlon ofoll companlcs After World War I[, lt $as

noted that firm orl companlcs provlded thc funds to bulld thc roads alrpo(s. scaPorts

schools and hospltals In 1970. Saudl Arebla htroduccd thc first tlme a scnes of fi\c

lear dcvelopmcnt plans to bulld a modem lnfrastructure Thc rcsult has bcen shown and

countrl becomcs modern, and sophlstlcated statc Todey, thc Krngdom dcals wtth thc

hrghll dcvcloped mfrastructurc whlch supports cconomlc groMh and tnvestment frec

publlc cducahon and hcalth carc systems for all cltrzens, world class hcalth care facrlrrtcs

and an e\tcnsrvc soctal scrvtces program Saudr Arabra has also appllcd such mcthods

whrch encouraSc thc polltlcal pertlclpahon, promotc economlc Srouth. tncrcase forclgn

lnvestmcnl. and expand cmplolmcnt opponunrtlcs As part of lts contlnulng aScnda_ the

Krngdom has becn updahng and modemrztng lts acadcmlc currrcula and monltonng lts

rehgrous schools [n February 2005. thc KlnBdom held rts first electron for munlclpal

councrls thal *as a changc b} whrch local govemmcnt was rcstrucrurcd and provrded thc



lntroducnon

polrtlcal anarcncss among thc clllzcns ln local affrtrs ' Concemlng thc advanccmcnt of

thc countr) thc 81slc [.a$ rntroduced good Sovernancc. rlghts ofcrtlz€ns and po$crs and

responslbllrucs of th€ govcmmcnt

1.2. Basic system of government in Saudi Arabia

The cslabhshment ofprcscnt Saudt Arrbrl ln thc l8'h century was based on fundamcntals

of lslamrc belrcf systcm'lt rs sltuatcd rn the ccntral hcart of the Eorld coverlng about

crght) pcrccnt area of Arabran Pcntnsula that ls wh\ rt ls consldcrcd as thc world's lJrh

lergcst slatc bcanng an rmponant Poslhon rn lhc world Toda). Saudr Arabra has becomc

a malor sourcc of tnflucncc ls thc world's sln8lc largcst oll exponcr. contalnrng one !hlrd

ol'lhc world s orl asscts

lt hls bcen obscrvcd that majonty of thc Islamrc statcs rn thc t\\cntrcth ccntu+ h2d

concenrrarcd on the dcvclopmcnt and cconomtc concems rather than lhat of thc

theologrcal The detarlad rnvcshgatton rn thls rcgard ho\\bclt. has not pro!cd to bc

accuratc $rlh rcgard to Saudl Arablr, *hcrc thc govcmmcntll authorltatlve lnflucncc has

stflved to assauh thc brlencc e\tstlng betwcen modcm vs lslamrc cuslom so as lo

cradrcatc the contradrclory tssucs bct\rccn them The ldc.l slstcm for an) country Is thc

onc oflgrnaunS from lts own cnvlronmcnl asplrlnS to achtcre thc goals of lhrs

cnvlronmcnt and bascd on full attarcncss of man) lmpo(ant faclors such as rellBlon

hentagc. lradltlons and hr:man, soctal and cconomtc condlhons'So thc Saudl soclct] s

relgron, rdcology and darly prrctlccs arc bascd on Islam and bcllcf ln Allah The

r.rpbrrngrng of lts cltrzcns and of succccdrng gencratrons rs bascd on the lcachlngs of

Islam Accordlngl!, all lhc affalrs of Its llfc arc lntcrconncctcd wrlh thc rulcs of lslam and

lslam rs provrdlng thc gurdcltnes ln all spheres ofStatc That rs $h) thc basrc slstcm of

govcrnment also has rts roots rn thc rulcs and rcgulatrons of Islamlc la\r Thc Basrc [-aN

prorldes thc slstem of good govcmancc. malntcnancc to the rlShts of cltlzcns. 2nd

po\crs and dutres of the Sovcmment Thc begrnnrng commentary of Saudl Arabra s

L socr.l Lconomrc rd Potruc.l D.v.lopmn( hllp //*sn sedr.mbasl nct/'ssu.it.lom D.Ic rArl.d apnl 6

l0l5
r\\1ll'.m (,Lhs.nNald S&d, A.2br. ad thc kld,c R.vrral lntmatro.al Joum.l otMrddlt F6l studE: letl
\ol ll p 271
'  counh rdrctrrcn forh.Ilp\ d.c.n(lrrc lnnrst^ orlnaom.non s.udr Ar.br.
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Basrc Law oI Govcmancc rarscs thc Holy Quran and Sunnah to thc status of the

conshtutlon As a rcsult, the rellglotls rnstttutton pla)s an lmportant rolc ln the Lugdom s

govemancc and has cxtcnsrve guldancc ovq numerous prospccts ofthe cltlzen's ordmar)

Thc Kmgdom of Saudr Arabra had a dcfincd purposc of rncrcaslng the lcvel of

admrntstratrvc and dcvclopmcntal worl ln thc country and wlth rts development lt has to

prescr!e thc natlonal secunty. and dcvclop thc cconomlc and soclal stabrl(y to ralse the

lllrng standards of the pcoplc Anothcr goal of thc govemmcnt ls to ensurc thc rtghts of

thc cruzens and thclr frccdom wrthrn the framcwork ofthc Sh iah whlc malntalnlng the

re[grous and moral valucs '

Some ofthe countncs havc sacnfic€d thclr norms rn order to adopt \estcm technolog)

'[hc adoptlon ofthe ktnd, howevcr. must not bc .t thc cost ofdcsfo]rng the fiindamental

valucs of our own culture and rchgrous bcllefs as the rcctor of the Unlvcrslly of

Petrolcum and Mrncrals, Saudl Arabra. Dr Bakr'Abdullah Bak sard that

knrc cotntnes hae sacr$ced lhe loul oJ lhetr culture m order lo acqutre lh. tools o/

lt'estern lechnolop tl'e fant the lools bul tol al the prrce of annthloltng out r(ltglou\

und cultualvlrct":

The stxtc has to Lcep the rulcs of Islamrc law ln force. lt ls because ofthc role plaled b\

thc Junsls and the scholars that Saudr Arabra h:rs maneged to marntam (hc establtshment

of lslamlc laws Thus dunng thc year 1992, thc Sovcmmcnt ofSaudr Arabra adopted the

flrst wntten basrc ac!. announclng formally lshm as rts basrc rehgron and fie Holl Quran

and Sunnah as (s marn constrtutron The ovcrall poRer of Saudr govcrnment ts thus

based on Islamlc set of lcgal rulcs and rcgulatlons I It shows dffcrcncc \}lth re8ard to thc

lcgal s,stems of lhe west, rt admrmstcrs cvcr] aspcct of a Musllm s llfe \r hllc thc lara of

$est llmrts ltself pnmanly to thc rssucs conccmlng unlauful actrvrtles. contracts. clvll

rclatr onshr ps and thc rrghts of r nd rvrduals r n soc rety A s a matter of fact. (s system of ru Ic

| flrc ll&dbool ot 6c K nsdom ot S.ud &.b,r
rOchr.ns:ld l9!t. P 27,1

'R6hrd Aba-Nemr\ lt. Rcccnr coErrtu[on.l
Qudcrh, l99l \ol 4l p 295-lll

Knrlht Commurcetrons LId 1c96, P ?3

Rcfoms n Siudr Ar.brr' Intcm2 onal td Conn.ratrlc I as
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has becn devclopcd to assrst Muslms ln mallng them rcalzc how to lc'd thcrr llves rn

accordance rvrth thc Drvme dlctatcs

Dcsprtc large scalcd dcv€lopmcrlal proJccts, statc ls stlll faclng somc problcms whrch

glve a false lmage of rts slstcm of Sovcrnmcnt on an lntematlonal level Oncoflttslh€

mrsconceptrons about the status of Saudr womcn *hrch havc dlstoned thclr true socral

rmagc arld deprcted thcm as sccond class cltlzcn Thc rcason rs the lncrcaslng conccm

wrth socloeconomrc developmcnt and the Pressurc to lntcgGte women lnto thc process of

dcvclopmental change havc made the Saudl women onc of thc most raprdl)' changlng

elemcnts of the soctcty Ncwspapcrs and magaanes arc full of artrcles dtscusstng thc

partrcrpatlon of l woman ln soclal actrvlttes and tn thclr rolc ln cconomlc developmcnt It

,, to be notcd that tradrtlonal culture of saudl Klngdom has patrlarchal values ln lts bascs

shrch hlve shapcd the rolc of womcn rn Saudt Arabra, but thrs should not be secn as an

rmpedlmcnt (o Saudl womcn taklng part ln thc proccss ofnatlonal devclopment

1.3. lslam and women's rights activism today

The aftrtudc oflslam ls morc favorablc rn casc ofhuman lrfe and human relatlonshlp than

all other rcllglons Women are beng dcalt much bcttcr rn Islamlc counrles than the) are

ficatcd ln \['cst MarmaduLc Prcktall oncc affirmcd that "Prophet Muhammad Jf* Nas

the $catesl fcmrnrst the \torld has cvcr knoran statlng thal hc upllfted \\omcn 10 a

posrhon bclond whrch thcy can only go ln thcory Hc sard 'Thc law of lslam for womcn

as lor men rs lusttcc, the goal of tslam ls unlvcrsal human brothcrhood $hrch does not

cxcludc but must lncludc thc goal of unlvcrsal sNtcrhood as wcll "' Avarlabrlrty of equal

nghts for both \\omcn as wcll .'s mcn, form one ofthc foundatlonal bases ofsoctallustrce

rn Islamrc wal' of hvcs ' Islam propagates slmllar rlghts to that of men and not the same

flghts lt marntancd cquttl, not ablnd cqualrty of status Both mcn and tlomcn are.qual

m thcrr accountabrlrty beforc Allah AlmISht) ln thcrr tcsponslbrhtrcs to pcrform thcrr

assrgncd tasks and erc r€qulrcd to bc Judgcd as bascd on therr performanccs They hzvc

Ilmzdukc P(l(}lrnl Socral dc8rad.ron of \room-A Cnm€ &d . Lrbcl otr Isld Thc Un Isldlc Indrm Stll'
Purd.IS,$cnr\aC6.ofR.I8ouOvcrhll',http//mEl!m{.d.org/prchndlhm Acce$cdon ruN 19 2011,
t"l,-r,2.q-'q Nl.qdrd 6h-aht ah Ar+lmrY.hfi !rlr Allnm st\'rd Qulb Dr As_s.ld I'ubhshe(, Crro,
lolo p l?l
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becn grven drffercnt clpabllltlcs and thc tasks based on thosc capabrhtrcs b) Allah

Almrght) Allah says

"lYe are all Ln th$ togelhet, all of hunan\t God, tn H$ Inrtn e lti\dom, hds created

humot,ttt'n a uonderlully, drerse and complemenlar) manner ilen and women are

rllrer:e m thetr relPecli'e Jaculh.s ancl caPac rcs Our Lord $ He W'ho ho! endo\"d

er'erythmg tr tlh s opproprfite Jacultrct ond lheh gwded tt lo thetr proPer se n

Womcn m general arc not allowcd to leavc thclr cfclc of opcratlon and move lnto

another wlthout any rcal nccesslty On the contrary, lt absolvcs hcr of man) of the

cngagemcnts of socret) and tccommcnds hcr thc area for whrch shc ls naturall) most

qualfied Thus Ishm has asslgncd thc dutlcs of thc famll) to \\oman but has not

rcslrrcted hcr lntellcctual and practlcal actlvltrcs mcrcly to the world of hcr home no' hls

lt depflved hcr ofthose nghts whtch are csscnt,al for her soclal llfe It also prepares her to

spcnd a successful tnd purposcful llfc ln soclcty r

1.3.1. Role of womcn in Islam

In recent )caas. thc toplc of a Musllm woman has bccome a hot dcbalc JUst because some

of the Muslrms conslder woman as wcak sects of the soclery and also because of those

non-Muslrms who havc thrs agenda of taklng the lslamlc teachlngs as conservarrve and

t)rannrcal

The role ofa Mushm lady $ well defincd ln Islamlc tcachrngs In fact the pnmar, role of

a Mushm \toman rs that of(he.carng ofher chrldren and to bc a obcdlent $lfc She rs

cncouraged to carry out all the dutlcs shc takcs up wrth devohon and passlon The

followrng Ahadrth rcmlnd hcr of the rewards and merlts aftachcd to undertalng hcr

pnmar) dutles

A v,oman Ldne to ask lhe Prophet /!4 about some moller' and $'hen he had dealt ttrh

, he atked her, "Do Io hov a husbond)" Sh. sad "l'es " He aske'] her' "How are rou

{l Qur d 20 5l
' ,rr,  e, p-:tmo Rolc oa Muslm solM h socr€tY Bnlsh t lbr.4 Crt,oguog rn Publcatron D'la F trst cd nn
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$ hhm)"She\old,"lne| Iott sho tnm)'duues e\cePtlor that Yhrch b hcjon'l ntc "

Ho \ad, "Por otlenlnn to how vou treal htm for he tt!'our Paradrce und v'our Hell "

The abolc menuoncd hadtth shcds llght on the lmportance ofbclng a dutrful \\ rfc Ahu

Hurarra narretcd thal thc Prophct ,gi+ sald

The besr tle r the one. who pleats pu vhen tou ve hcr vho obert rour orlcr\ and

vho guords lotr properi ond h.r ovn honors vhen rou are nol al honrc '

And

"The rryhteous among lhe vomen ofQurotsh ore lhos. iho arc hhd lo lhei )oung one\

anll bho look alcr thctr husband's propertl '"

llolrcvcr thc \romcn's rolc ls expandcd to othcr soclal achvltlcs al5o as Islam pcrmlts the

\\omcn to pcrforn othcr dutres. I c to cngagc tn polltlcs, 10 takc up cmplo)mcnl and cven

run hcr own busrncss Thc actlvrtlcs shc can cng'8c ln ere dlvcrsc lnd cvcn In some

dutrcs shc ls ordercd not to compromlsc on that Thc notlon lhat Musllm llomcn are

opprcsscd rs Just a mrsconccPtton and bascd on rllogrcal ground A basrc teachrngs ofthc

Vuhammad j,*& and knowlcdgc of thc wtvcs of thc Prophcl .ti* sho$ eramples of

$omcn shrnrng rn thclr ficlds of Lnowlcdgc Khdu.h (RA) uas no! onl! a

busrncss$oman but also a succcssful onc Alsha (RA) rs well'kno*n lad) to havc becn

an auihoflt! of Hadtth who relatcd a largc numbcr of Hadllh ln cvcn lslamrc Statc'

Mushm *omcn havc thc nghts to gct thc cducatlon and .lso lhc opportunrttes of \\ork

and emptolmcnt accordrng to thclr capabrllttcs Womcn are consrdercd as valuable

rnhabrtants ofthc socrco as thcy not only 8ct thclr lnowlcdgc but also cducate. nunurc

and rmplant the Islamtc pcrsonlllt) ln the nc)rt Sencralron In clery ficld of llfc_ the

Mushm woman contrlbutcs as an cffcctlvc \!a) and also has a vllal and noble charactcr ln

an Islamlc socrcty Onc ofthe most lmpo(ent contrlbutlons ls thc rlSht of a woman lo

cnJorn good and forbrd cvrl and clcn to partrcrpate rn thc affarrs ofthc Ummah Actuall\"

L R*..th Al'srllhln b.b Al.Srdq H.dd no 50
: Ibn M.Jah bah lhqqd-z.*r,\rl.bdnrt lr L595

'srnrh d-Bulh&, bml T \olurc 6rt H.drlh 2ra
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a number of e\amplcs exrs( from thc trme of thc Prophct ,f,*.J. to lhc Prescnt da\ An

carly c\ample of at the trmc ofthc Prophct Muhammad jlt rs thc plcdgc of Medrna. It

consrstcd of srrty two mcn and two $omcn who pledgcd allcgrancc Anothcr c\amplc rs

thc plcdgc of Aq.bah. r! was not Jus( a tcsumon) of lslam but was also a undcnakln8 of

polrtrcel suppon and mrlrtar) protcctron r

Allah Almrght]'has created men end Bomen cqual along wrlh somc drffercnces rn lhetr

nature, thc) hale becn grven drffercnt roles for thc smoofi flrnctlonlng ofthc human

socrery ',\'omcn havc the c\clusrvc abrlrty to bear chrldrcn and to fosler lhcm As ln

e\er) s]stcm rndrvrduals arc essrgncd wrth thc dlffercnt rolcs for opcrltlng thc slslem.

slmrlarl\ mcn and womcn perform thcrr pantcular duttcs rn thc famrly unlt It docs not

dcnotc srrpefio ty or rnfcnorrty of any onc rn an)' way. thts dtffcrcncc rs lust tn rolcs

bccausc thc funcuons mcn and women cach play rn the famlly untt rs drfferent'Thc basrc

and fundamcntal funcoon ofwoman ts to run lhc homc Shc rs cqurpped urth such natural

grfts and capabrlrtrcs as arc surtablc for thc brrngrng up. nursrng. cducatron and lrarntng of

chrldren Thus the dcstln) of 0rc future Scncrattons ofman has becn put rnto the hands of

woman Shc rs responsrblc for the bulldtng of funhcr gcncra(rons of manhnd lt rs a

huge, drflicult and much rcsponsrblc Job that an) carclcssncss or ncgllgence on the pan

of $oman can do lrrep ablc damagc to thc natton Howclcr a rvoman $ho has no

chrldren can Srvc avarlable trme to othcr actlvltles ln thc scrvlce ofcommunlt) ln varlous

\a) s

Though r( rs recognrzcd that thcrc rs stlmulalrons to$ ffds thc partrcular grecd rn human

naturc but thrs rs also thc natural truth lhat human naturc ls alwals apPeallng to thc hrghcr

and sprntualapproach ofsurvrval It ls mcntroncd rn Qur'an as

Fau m lhe eret of mentslhe lole of lhn4s lhey cotet llomenand sons hcaped up

hoards of goltl and s^er. horses bronderl (or blood ond eYcell.nce) an.l (xeolth o[)

' Undc*tadrng th. rol. oa Mctm {oo.n l\hrl.Lh Pubhcatrons hllp i $w $rl'f'h rommdc\ nhnlhe_
$rlalah socralj\ rlcm/626-udc6ltdrng.$.{olc-of-musl m.*om.n Acccs$d on I uh 05 l00l 3
: Th. Rolc ot $ omcn rn krM,c Socr.r\ h(p /*r$ atcl lirc co@ moAlWS A,tolc *om.n html 
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cat eandwetl tlled land Such are lhe Posse\voh\ of h$world's ltfe but m neornest lo

Allah ts the be\t oJgoal\ "'

Thc purpose of Lfe rs to achlcve thc happmcss of Allah Almlghty and cven' human bclng

tflcs to male hrs lnner sclf morc strong sprttullly so thc]' cm gc! equalrt) before Allah

Almrghry

1.3,2. Protcction of womcn's rights in Islam

Islam scverely condcmns thc brutallq that Is tergcted agalnst women and provldcs

prorectron to the womcn rn all condttlons lncludrng war The Holy Prophct (PBUH) used

to make rt cenaln that non combatants wcre not harmed durmg thc tlmes of\\ars Hc.

\\hllc guldlng and rnstructrng the pcople cngagcd tn uar. once satd

'Don l hllvonen, ch drch. ahd the aged "'

Thc Intematronal Islamrc Flqh Councrl dechrcd thet Islam consldcrs mcn and Nomen to

be cqual and womcn havc rlShts and obllgatlons whlch pcrfcctl) sult thelr naturc.

abltltrcs, phlslcal and pslchologlcal malicup Along \\tth thclr natural dlffcrenccs hoth

men and women are hcrc to complcment cach other's and they both perform therr

assr8ned dulres whlch are glven to thcm b) the Sharl'ah "' Islam has approvcd *oman

flghts and condcmned cvcry typc of vlolcncc agamst hcr long before an) Convcnlron

No\r a da) pcoplc bcllcvc that womcn are modcmzcd ln the Wcst md that hberatron

movcmcnt bcgan rn thc 2oth ccntur) Actually th$ hberatlon movcment ,tras not slrned

from that trme but was rcvcaled by Allah Almrghty to thc last Prophet Muhammad ,gf."

Thc Qur'an and the Tradltlons of thc Ptophcl are thc sources from Bhlch every Musltm

*oman derrvcs h€r rlghts and dutrcs Islam cstabllshcd a woman's equalltv rn her

humanrt) t\rth men fourtcen ccnturles ago Quran saJvs

I lunmAbu DaNld Bool'otl\l'l'l.tl E\p.dn'ons, H.d rth no 0121
I orgeDr,on ol Islmc conlcEne lh; Inkm.oon.l lslmt ! qh ( ouc'l tu\ adh Saud I Arabrl ll -28 scPrcmbcr

l00O R6oluhon no I I ,1, http /'wI fiqh.sdcmv oG s,  c.cs$d on Julv I i 20 I l
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lntroductron

"O nrunhndt Be carelut o/ y,our drtl to tour Lord Who creoted you lrom a angle soul

ond lront t fis male and lrom them bolh ht e \Preod abrood o nl l ucle of nte rlnd

v,onen Be caref of your duly lo$'ard Alloh m llhom vou clarm 1'out ttghts) oI on!

anolher ond to$'ards the v'ombs (thot bore )'o4 Lot Allah has been a t{'alchet oret

So mcn and *omcn both camc from the same esscncc. thcy are equal ln thelr human()

and one ofthem cannot be supcrror over othcr bccause lt *ould be a dcnral of equaht\ ln

lslam woman ls granted very fundamcntal rrghts In thesc fundamental rlghts l\oman ls

grven thc vcD basrc rrghts. lcgal, crvll, polltlcal, cconomlc. soclal rlghls. moral protectron

and c!en she rs bcstowed somc spcclll nghts tn casc ofrll kcatment

In Islam. a \,roman gets thc basrc rtght of cholcc and exprcsslon based on recogn(lon of

her rndrvrdual pcrsonaltt, Womcn atc cncouragcd tn Islam to Partlclpale ln pohllcal

affarrs and also wrth glvlng thctr opulons and ldcas Thcrc are man) lradltlons of lhe

Prophet i,ii whrch showcd that *omen poscd questlons dlrectly to hlm and gavc thcrr

oprnrons rclat,ng to the rchgron, cconomlcs and soclal maftcrs Men and \\'omen both

harc thc capaclly for leamlng and understandlng Srncc lt ls also thclr rcsponslblllty that

thc! promote good bchavror and condcmn bad behavror rn all sphercs of Lfe. Muslrm

\\omen must acqulre ihe apPropr[tc educatlon to perform thls dut] ln accordancc \!lth

thclr own natural talcnts and lntcrcsts Thc first and forcmost rcsponslbllltlcs ofa \toman

are marntcnance of her home. provldmg support to hcr husband. bcanng, rasrng ond

leachlng ofchrldren Conccmtng motherhood, the Prophct i;!+ sald

"HedvD lp\ under lheleet oJ thothers "z

Thls has becn shown that onl) those socrcttcs arc berng devcloPed whcrc uomen have

bcen pa(rcrpatcd effcchvely Thc vcry first ,mpresslon a pcrson gets from hrs mothcr and

thc scnse of sccurlq. affcctlon and tralnlng whlch ls glvcn by hls mothcr ls morc

I Suna Ibn Mal.n Hadrth no 1??i
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lntroductron

cffechvc than anv other tralnlng m the wo.ld Thereforc a woman mu$ be skllled and

consclentrous so thrt she could glvc good tralnlng to her chrldren Follo$lng are thc

flghts mcnltoned ln Qur'an. tn casc of economrc rlght Thc Qur'an states

"D),th? cteolbn offie male and femole l'er )',(lhePndt))etlr^'eIoratedtvrse"'

ln these vcrses Allah Almlghty dcclarcs that Hc creatcd men and *omen drffercntl)'$rth

unlque characteltstlcs Thus ln a soclcty whcrc therc rs a dlvlslon of each sccts and the]

separatel) pta, thelr .ole as rn a famrly c.ch membq has dlffercnt responslbrhh's

Ccncrally lslam marntalns that womcn are asslgned wlth the nu(urlng role and mcn Nlth

thc Buardlan role Thercforc womcn arc glvcn the rlSht offinanclal suppon Thc Qur'an

statcs

"llen orc the ntamtofiers of omen becouse Allah has nade sone of lhem lo excel

olher\ ond hecause lhe) spend of ther weolth (or lhe suPporl oJ$'omen) " I

Thrs guardlanshrp and greatcr financlal responslbllltt whlch ls glvcn to mcn requlres that

the) not onl) provtde the financlal suppon but also physlcal protectlon and respectful

trcatment !o the womcn Butlfshehasthesklllsto*orkoutsldcthehomeforthegoodof

the communlt) shc may do so but wllh the condltlon that hcr famll) oblrgatlons arc bclng

fr.rlhlled The Musltm woman has thc fundamcntal rlghts such as nght to eam moncJ' thc

flght to own propcrty. to cntcr tnto lcgal contracts and to managc all of hcr asscts m an)

surtable \\a) Shc can run hcr own buslness and cvcn hcr husband $ould not havc an)

authorlt) !o ask hcr for hcr monq

Thc Qur'an statcs

"/|d m no \$e corel lhose rhtngs m u'hrch lllah hath bestou'ed Hrs gtfl\ t'bre freeh'on

sonp of rott lhdn on others b nen ]s allotled v'hal lh'y eam and to v on]cn \ hut lh?r

ednt, bul dtk Alloh of HL bounty lot Atlah hath lull knot ledge of dll thngs " '
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And a woman rnhcrlts from hcr relatlvcs Thc Qur'an statcs

"Fo, men lhere ts a share th v'hat porents and relattes lea|e, dnd for $omen there $ o

\hore of v'hot porenls and relatTes leave t'helher It be htlle or much - an ordat"'l

On an) polltlcal affatr a woman may Slvc hcr opmlon and prtlclpatc rn polrtrcs One

crample- rt has bcen mentloncd ln the holy Quran that Muhlmmad i'ii, rs told that whcn

thc bchevrng women comc to hlm and swerr thclr allcAancc to lslam' hc must acccpt

rhcrr oath 'Thrs estebhshcd thc rlght of\Iomcn to sclcct therr leadcr and pubhcll declare

so lslam docs not forbld a woman from holdng lmportant posttlons ln govcrnment

Abdur-Rahman lbn Auf (RA) consulted many womcn bcforc hc recommended Utknan

Ibn Affan to be thc Cahph '

Thc Quran dcscrlbcs thc posrtron of woman hlShcr than man as shc ls on the slatus of a

daughtcr. a srstcr. wrfc. and mothcr, and m all thesc posltrons shc cnJo)s all the socral

Iegal. economrc. rellglous. and cduc.honal rlghts as frccly 
's 

a man enjo)s rln 
Quran

Allah Almrghty also descrlbes thc rlghts of woman *here thcrc arc thc man's rlehts

Allah Almrghq' ordcrcd man to trcat a \Ioman t\ lth klndncss and wlth good manners

''Treat therrl vrth hndness. lor evn tf)ou.l l*e lhen o, be thal )ou dtsl*e a fhln&

vhtch Allah has meant for ]'our o\|n abundanl good '

In Qur'an there ls no hISh prcferenccs gvcn to eny man only bccausc of that hc rs a man

and therc rs no dlscrlmrnatlon on thc bascs ofsc\ As ln Qur'an Allah Almlgho sa)s

'tl'e jltdtl tc''rod the sleadlasl accordtng to lher noblesl deeds Be lher nPnorxonen

rltuse thal embrac. the /ath and do vhat s n4hl W'e \| l sutel! granl a happ| l{e ll'e

sholl revard them occordmg to thet nobletl dcltohs

' i.r)- r.-"p".a'*..* htrP,\rs _sld coo lconrturoN hLT Acesscd on ld\ 14 2011
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ln mothcr vcrsc Allah Almrghty says.

'Thetr Lortl ansu'ers rhen salng I utll dent no man or vomdn dmong )olt th! re$drd

ol thcr labor ,'ou ore the ofsprng ofohe unothar Thore that Jle.l lher hones or \ere

expelled lront them, and thos. that wl|crcd Pesecutton and /ought aru| drcd lor \11

rcuse, \hall be foryi'e lhetr stns ond adnnrted to gordens worered b1 runnnS \treant\ Lt\

a.rsLtrJJrnn Atldh n B He v ho holdr the rrche r..ompen\. ':

So, the Quaan cstabltshcs thc woman's sla(us hrghl) and grants a veq rcspecublc

posr(lon lo thc \loman tn a soclcty Thcrc arc so many vcrscs ln Qur'en \\hlch dlrccll\

addrcssed th€ woman hkc the tltlc of Surah Al'Nlsa cntarls thc scmantrc contenl of

$omcn'AccordlngtothcQur'M.\romcnarccqualtomcnlnthcnlattcrsofnghtsand

oblrgatrons and thcy both arc r€sponslble for thcrr good or bad dccds The] sh'll be

rewarded or punlshed for thctr own acts and dccds Allah Almlghty sals.

Thotr that do ev shalt be revorded w h hke ewt, but thot? thot hov fath and lo

good rork: both mcn and u'oncn, shall anler lhc Garden, of Paradtse and rccetrc

blestngs xtlhoul measure 3

Prophct Muhammad i,f+ throughout Hls llfc strcssed thc good bchavlor of a mln $hrch

hc rs rcqurrcd to lccp rn wrth hts woman whcther shc rs hls \\rfc hrs daughtcr or hrs

slslcr or hls mothcr Whatlsthcrcal Posltlon of a \loman ln lslam. ls veIJ obvlous from

thc wordrn8s of Prophct Muhammad i,,I+ that

E\'enlhng m thtt Botld ts o ptece of Prcperh' or a Possertton The hc\t Postc\tton t'i

the *orld s a ptout wonan r

ln another salrng Hc mcntloncd,

'\c\t to pptr ttvlf, the best thng thot a belter'.r canrtnd 6 a prcus *fe She $ould ht

sttch that I he atks het lo do ont'lhng she obevs and v'hen he looks at her she shottld

r sund An \s. ' Ktrab &-Nr\.i 6/69
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nufu hm happ)' l|-hen she swears upon htm, she rhould fulfill her pledge and, tn the

ahence o/ her husband, she should devote herself earnestly lo keepm& hts veahh ond

pre rcn'fig her chasury "1

Both men and $omcn are equal bcfore thc Islemlc La\t Thcy both enJoy thc same status

and pnvrlcgcs ln soclcty Accordlng to the Qur'anlc vcrscs thcy are ZauJ or spouses of

each orhcr and thcy both arc rwo palrcd \+rth cach othcr and both arc thc pans of

humanlry' There ls no one superor or rnfcnor to othcr :

' I'!an and ronun both come from lhe same slock Allah has ctealed oll of tts fron o

sngle soul Adam \ras crealedfirit a dlronh tvatcreatedEveandio thtsPdrof

htnrun hetngs v,at created a mlitttude ofnen andvomen"r

Thus mcn and womcn are rcqurrcd to pcrform thcrr rellSrous obllgatlons lke bcltcf rn

God and Hls Mcssengcr. pralrrs. zakat, fastlng. and prlgllmage

ln Enclclopedra ofSccrah lt ls mcntloncd that

"A *oman enjoys pcrfcct cqualrty wlth man ln so far as clvrl and penal laNs arc

concemcd In the e)cs oflaw. both scrcs arc cqual and arc treatcd alkc. thc same lcgal

pcnaltles belng rmposed on both mcn and womcn for breakrng an) moral. clvrl or

cnmlnal la\\s Both cnlol,equal rrghts and pivllcgcs as membcrs of the Islamlc socret)

In crrll lal\ uomen lcad c\actly thc same hfc. \rlth thc same flghts and oblrgatrons as

mcn Hot!e\'er. womcn cnJoy ccrtaln p vrleges and e\cmptlons bccausc of thclr

physloloSrcal and blologlcal funchons The) arc excmpt from some rclgrous duhes such

as dally pralcr and annual fastmg m thc month of Ramadan duflng confincmcnt and are

permanently excmpt from obllgatoq congrcgatlonal Fddly praycr '

So. lt has becn vcr) clcar that womm md mrn havc sarrc sratus as a human bcrng and

thcy havc cqual nghts and prrvrleges accordrng to thc Quran and Sunnah Strll thcrc Is a

fact that thcrc are somc drffcrenccs bct'$cen both sc\es Bcrng 6 rvoman. shc pcrforms

sunm IbnlltrJ2n KrLtb d-N nh, l/596
r chaudn4 Muheudshml womcn's tulhb nlslrr Sfl Muh.Nm.d &lvafpublc.noro ?-,^'batRo.d Lihorc

I Fnc\cloprdn ols.d.I woncn p235
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spcclal duhcs rn Lfc whrch ls dlffcrcnt {iom a man and cven shc ls creltcd naturall) wlth

phlslcal. brologrcal. and psychologlcal drffercnces And thrs narural drffcrcncc rs a

blcssmg to a woman by whrch she performs her allottrng functlons whlch arc totall)

drffercnt from thc oncs perfonncd by mcn

1,4. Life, position and the social status of women in Saudi

Arabia

Thc posrtron of*omcn m Saudr Arabla ls. ln fact, thc posrtlon and the stalus ofNomen ln

Islam. becausc Saudl Arabra ls an Islamrc strtc rn whlch Islam,c law governs all of rts

affarrs Islam rs not only a rchgrous rdcolog). but also provldcs a wholc completc soclal

s\stem $hrch covcrs thc cnrrc wa1, of Lfe In addttlon. thc lmpact of lslam ts a malor

factor affectlng thc tradltlon.l posltlon, obhgatlon. and prrvrleges of women rn Saudl

Arabla From rts begrnnlng Islam has bc€n a cultural and pohtlcal entrty as \\'cll as a

relrgron lts perccpts provrdc guldance to Musllm In all soctal. polttrcal. commercral. and

cconomlc affarrs

ln ordcr to undcrstand thc prescnt posrtron of women ln Saudr Arabra rt rs essentlal to

evaluatc thc soclal posltron of Arab r!omcn dunng the carl) days oflslam Islam pursued

thc sccu ty of the nghts of womcn 1nd cnforccmcnt of thcr fleits k dccrcascd the

marlcd drffcrcnccs that cxrstcd bctwccn mcn and womcn and rccognrzed lhcrr

lndcpcndent status Thc Sharr'ah, rncludrng thc Qur'an and thc Hadrth. are oftcn seen as

the maln dcrermlnants of the status of Arab women Thc Qur'an suppo(s thc basrc

cqualrty benrecn men and womcn br grvrng womcn cqual status but not rdcnocal nghts

\\rth mcn bc thcv pcrsonal. crvrl. socral, or polltlcal nghts ln Qur'an womcn are aluays

mcnhoned elong wlth men

Illhoerer *orkr rtghteousness, mah ot yofian, ahd has fo h. r'p lv to httl $,ttl llb grye

a eu o heb l{e lhal t\ good and pure, and ll'e vtll beslolA on such thet t etrard

uccordmg to the best oflherr actrcn 2
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ln thls vcrsc rt ls stated that mcn and womcn should bc rcwarded equall] for proper

conduct

The Prophct .Sf* made scvcral stetcments conccmrng women ln Hls last specch. glren

duflng thc prlglmage of fareucll. thc Prophct assens that women should be taken carc

of

' o peoplc' Do tak! good core oftomen, yott have nghts over vour wonen and rhev hae

Thc formatrvc )'ears oflslam are full ofrcfcrcnccs to womcn bctng achvc ln all phascs ol

Arab llfe whether soclal, polltrcal. and rehgtous or avcn mllltar) Durtng earl) lslam

\omcn rn Makkah pledged allcglancc to the Prophct (mubaya'a) [n Muslm soctety both

malcs and fcmalcs are equally respons,ble for thc uclfarc of thc Musllm communtt) and

ma,ntenancc of rts sprltual and moral oblgatlons by commandlng of thc rlSht and

omlsslon of the r\rong Womcn were also glvcn thc fl8ht to partlcrpate rn pohttcel aff1rs

and to hold govemmcnt posltrons Women can !vorL and cam mone) outslde thclr homes.

provlded that thls work docs not rcsult rn harm to her or famrl)'

Undcr lslam. Bomcn werc also trkng pan rn \+ars wlth Mushm armles and parllclpated

rn battles They hclpcd out thc wanlors by grvlng thcm drffercnt suppon and also nursed

thc \\oundcd Womcn havc elso contnbutcd to wclfarc work c I transportatlon of$ater

to prlgnms rn Makkah and paftlcrpated as tcachers and lnstructors ln lltcraturc. Arablc

calllgraph) and poctry Islam also grants woficn th. rlght to o\ln and to man18c ofthelr

own propcrD and ucalth both beforc and aftcr marrragc

Although Islam has glvcn all the rrghts to womcn but Islam has bccn lntcrprctcd as

prcsentrng a klnd of lncquallty m some of thc Qur'anrc rnjunctrons concernlnS \romcn

For cxamplc, a vcrsc rn Qur'an dcclarcs 'llcn are ' Qawvantrn orer women tn nnller\

v he, e God gurc fime of the m morc l hun ol hers snd t h v lql thev spend of thc r nkrrc) :

L vNnud Imm Ahmad Ibn Il bd ll.drrhno l9?7t
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Selcral rntcrprctcrs of thc Qur'an havc concluded that m lslam a woman holds a

subordmate posltron Somc dcfinc the Arablc \ord "QaN'$amun' as h.vmg a h,gh

standrng. or bcrng supenor to someone Thls lnterprctahon ls not wlthout controversl"

Accordrng to Al Qu(ubr ln Al Jamch LlAikam AlQur'm "qa*lvamun ' mcans to be ln

charge o[ spendhg on womcn and protcctlog thcm. not'supcrlor to thcm' A man Is

assrgncd the responsrbtllty of lcadtng the famrll and provrdrng for rts e\pcnses Men arc

fiavorcd ovcr women bccausc

Thcrr physrcal constrllrtron m.kcs them morc capablc of taklng responslbLllq for thc

wholc famrl)

And the rulcs of lnhentancc allow a woman only half the sharc of a man As mentloned.

thc ratronale for thrs drffcrencc ls that lt ls thc man's dut! to spend on the \roman and

provrde hcr \tlth food. clothrng and lodgrng. as rt ls thc man s dut\ to pav lhe 'Nlahr' frrr

thc bfldc Another vcrsc from thc Qur'an declares

Lnd Jor xon,en shall be mlar rtghlt u laihess And men hne a ldaralalt) degru.

Thls versc mcans that thc scxcs enjoy cqualrty ln law, but that thc dlffcrencc rn nature

and cconomrc posrtlon bct\ecn thcm makcs men's nghts and llabtlltlcs a llttlc greater

than women's '

Ibn Abbas (R A) sard that usc of thc word dar4ah' lmphcs puflrng prcssurc on nlcn to

beheve wrrh [rndncss and consldcratlon totrards lr'omcn, and to bc Sencrous ln spcndlng

mone\ on them I

Dcfcndcrs ofthe pos(lon that womcn are cqual to mcn m lslam mamtatn that Islam glves

\romcn cqual clvll and pohtlcal rrghts trllh mcn ln tcrrns of scekrng an cducatron'

rnherrtancc. leeplng therr own namcs, conducttng thclr own buslnesscs, and mamtalnlng

'Ind Al Qunubr {l Jmchl-r Ankm Al Qur d D& ul.Kulub d_Mrnl C.uo 1967 p L6E

rThc Qu m YNul  l Ebslanon L9ll p90
lAl 

Qunubr r9o, p ll5
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thcrr o\!n scelth Thc Egypoan aulhor Amlna Al Sacad' rnslsls that Islam cmanclpatcd

\lomcn as rt camc ln terms ofa grealcr soclal revolutlon ln thc hls(on ofall womcn s

condrtlons I Shc argucs that womcn durlng anclcnt clvlllzatlons had no rlShts \\halsoever_

and $crc not Srvcn rny rcspect But wrth the cmcrgcnce of rclgron- lhc status of \omcn

consrdcrabl) chenSed, as rt provtdcd them wrth all thc rlghts of 8cftrng an cducrtlon

scllrnS. bu)rn8, worklng and pe(lclpatlng ln soclal and polltlcal affalrs Thc rdeal \voman

accordrng to Islam rs seen as bcrng lolal to Islam domestlc rn her actrvrtles rclrrrnB

beforc strangcrs end commlltcd to thc honor of hcr husband s famrl.v Accordrng to

tradrtronalsts Mtrshm schotars thc maln tas[ of a \\oman ls to take carc of her famll\.

crcatc a hcalth\' homc envrronmcnt and to cnsurc that hcr husband ls sallsfied so thal the

$hole famrl) rs hvlng rn a hcalthy md happy homc'Thc currcnt oprnron \hrch rs

suppo(ed b) Musllm tradltlonallsts and rcvolutlonarles obscrve womcn s rolc as

dclcrmlned b) thc brologrcal functtons ofher gcnder A Saudr professor (1980s) \\rrlcs

'The \\oman ls a mo(her who nurturcs hcr chrldrcn formlng mcn, a trlfc who bcautrfi€s

Ilfc wlth her bclovcd smllc, hcr tcndcr touch soothlng thc ruggcdncss ofthc road and her

c\prcssrvc lrord casrng thc prcssurc of worl, a slstcr who sharcs the bruer and the s\\cet

wtth hcr famrl). and a daughtcr who fills thc homc wlth wholcsomcncss and bcaul) and

rs the delrght of her parcnts Thus rs cr€ated thc rdcal of a sclf'sacnficrng rndr!rdual

[hosec\rstencclsfulfillcdonlytntheser!rccofothcrsand$hoseJo]lscomplctedb\

makrng othcrs happlr' '

So rn an Islamrc systcm \,lomen arc a mlnagcr ofhcr husband s affalrs an cducator and

nurturer ofhcr chrldren. a qucen crowncd ln hcr klngdom and hcr home. no! thc one Nho

follows a profcssron choscn by thc wcst humlllahng \\omcn. whlch allows hcr to cam h'r

tr\clrhood aftcr sh€ rs robbcd ofhcr humanlry'

I  frrn. Al Sard *&\ on. of T.ta Hussm's nudm6 &d $s th. cdnoFrn<hl'l ol $omcn Nl'Errn' n'mch

:,\r s.sd 196? I I l-lljllnrSad al'RsrledC\rrl SrMoE R.llsron hd(ron ad tlc cdocanon of *om'n tn S'!dr Artr' \nrl'm
cdueuon qudcrl) rol9, l99l
' 
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That rs wh) thc status of*omcn ln Saudr Arabla ls stlll dcpendent to a !c+ largc degrce

on the teachrng of Islam md the rradrtlon that has gro\tn up around 11 but thcrc has becn a

changc rn thc status ofwomen Aflcrthc Sccond wortd War.thcgulfrcglonfaccdradrcal

socral and cconomrc changc rs I rcsull of thc dlscoverl of orl Thcsc changcs hare

drrcctly affcclcd the status of women Thc vrcwpornts rcgardrng the trad(ronal cr'do\

about a \\oman s hfc ln Saudl Arabla havc madc thcm avall thcmsehcs of se\cral

pohlrcal rnd socro-cconomlc actlvrtlcs The upcomlng polnl wlll e\amlnc the rlghts

\\omcn e enjolrng rn saudr Arabls

1.5. Women's rights in Seudi Arebia-History and current

situation

Krngdom of Saudr Arabla rs that paclfic countr.v \thrch hls to face man) challcngcs lo

makc lts countr! dcvcloped and brlng tt to thc prospcrlty and slabrlrty To lno$ aboul thc

status of soman rn Saudr Arabra lt ls also vcry lmportant to understand the baslc

slructure and trad(rons \+hrch are prcvarllng ln the countr) Though therc al\''a\s remarn

a controvers) for the rolc of woman rn Seudl Arabla md vcr) oflcn lt rs understand

mrstalcnl) 'lt rs to bc notcd that Saudl socrc$ bcltcvcs rn natr.rral drffcrences bellrecn

thc t*o sc\cs, (hat though thcrc rs cquallt) bct\rccn thc both but strll thcrc ls somcthlng

that man can do. and not woman and vrce versa Thcrcforc' thc Saudl woman t{as glvcn

thc chucc to play her rolc tn thosc ficlds thet sutt hcr nrturc and rnstlncts kcepln8 all

thosc drffercnccs rnto conslderatlons. lt does not mean that there ls somethrng Trhrch

makes thc $oman wcak and vulncrablc ln soclct) btrt lt strcngthen the \\oman and 8l\cs

thc rcspcct to hcr

Thc poslton of women In thc Klngdom ofs.udl Arabra ls qultc drffcrent from the resl of

Arab countrrcs and totally drffcrcnt from the wcst seudl tromcn $cre portraled rn lh'

r,,esrcrn medra as bcrng abused and d,srcspcctcd Thcrc has bccn rumor creatcd b1 the

Wcstem mcdra about thc \\omcn of Saudr Arabla and Just bccausc of that \\rong prcture

Lsocrd scrcnc. rc5. ch ed somen F ar.l,$orld p l0
: Abhrl6h.srngh ShrsoawomcnrnS drar.t'e A Peadrtm sh'tl Th.lntcmr.onal -roumelol lnErdsoplnd
Socral Scrcncc( vol I p 15



drawn by that mcdla therc ls much dtvcrslty among thc vrcws 'Thc) arc not howevcr'

automatlcally of lowcr status than mcn Rathcr. much dep€nds on othcr aspects of therr

socral locatton In general. the sct cs are secn as complemcntarl, and gender drffcrenccs

arc brologrcalll bascd 1

When thc Ktngdom of Saudl Arabla uas proclarmcd ln 1932. thc status of woman was

much mflucnccd by thc Anb cultural rdcals ofhonor and respcct [n Arab socletles malc

honor rs conncctcd to womcn's chashtl and modcst) Women ma) do an\ \r'ron8 rllth

the famrl) and may drsrcspcct to her famrly Thereforc, uomcn's famrly mcmhers

soclahzc them to strlct norms and enforcc thcsc rules Womcn ln anclent Arabla were

consrdered rhc propc(y of thclr cldcrs md thcy could glve thcm ln martage to Bhom

thcy wantcd Early. arrenged. and cndogemous merrlagcs tterc prefcrred mcn uerc onl)

llablc for the financlal mattcrs, and womcn wcrc responslble for famllv maftets'

conlerscly. Bedou,n \romen stlll conklbuttng to ther labot b] herdlng and \\orkmg ln

agflculturll arca Scgrcgatcd systcms arc ldc.l bccausc thrs nofin was rcflectcd tn lllmg

stylcs. tradlhons. and work organlzahons. but It lmplcmcntcd more strlctly later ln thc

20th ccntur\''

It ls also lmpo(ant to be aware of Saudl publlc dlscoursc on thc sublcct ofuomen's nghts

ls completel) contradlctory On one hand officlals talk of '*omen's naturc' as rf thrs

'naturc' tmposcs sclf_c\planatory rcstrlctlons on what womcn ma1 do and whcrc thcl

may go On thc othcr, thcrc have bcen some brg changcs ln government pollcles on

women's educatton. cmployment. and lcgal standlng Profcsslons and unlverslt) courses

that wcre oncc barrcd to womcn havc bccn opcncd up Womcn had acccss to frcc

educatlon through untvcrslty levcI Womcn have bccn allo*cd to gct thclr photogrlphcd

natlonal rdenuty cards wlthout thc pcrmBslon of male gualdlanr and 
'n 

2005 the) t{crc

's.lM l.rd\ srudr Womn To$r.ls A N.s Et. lhdrpubld'on Frur Ldruon 100? - .. ^
' sl,..,r.2** Mddl. Ed n FocG s.u Anbr.' t-6r'rt ot congr6s cll2lotDt_rn Publc'rron D'r' cnonl

*a $.{l ro com lor d.lals ABC_CLIo, I I C, Sdta B.rbd.. Cd rlotu' P 201

' tbrd, p lll
' v,iil'... c saud *omc^ docro6 8.nd.r eJ cxccrs slthln w'nhrbrc klu dd 
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guarantced to get the nght to votc ln comtng clcctlons duc ln 2009 but were dclaled

unfortunatclyi

Womcn ma) 8() outstdc fic homc for thc employment opponunltrcs kccplng ln vleB thc

cond(ron th.t thc) ma) not contact the unrclatcd membcrs of opposlte Scndcr Thc

Opporlunrlres regardlng an cmploymcnt ol$omcn wcre Ilmrlcd. thc lnltratlvcs spcclfic ln

the dev€lopmcntel programmcs for dcallng \tlth financlal, mcdrcal' educallonal \ocral

$orl and dcvclopment Programs fot fcmatcs, women onll banks ucrc rntroduced that

dcals only nlth fcmalc customers' and thcrc rs an lncrease ln thc numbcr of

busrnesswomen, socral worlcrs lnd govcmmcnt scrvtccs

ln rcccnt ycars. Saudt womcn havc madc achtcvcmcns unmatchcd b) man) rn the Arah

uorld Womcn such as Profcssors Samrra Ibrahm lslam, Ghada al-Mutalrl' Hayat Srndr

and Soraya Al Turkl arc notablc cxamplcs of Saudl $omcn \\ho have madc slgnlficant

rchlevcments rn actdemtc and sclentlfic rescarch Profcssor Samlra Ibrahlm lslam \\as

nomlnltcd cs a dlstlngulshcd Scrcnhst of thc World for th€ Ycar 2000 at L'Oreal and

UNESCO 'for Women rn Scrcncc A\\ards 2000 m Parls Shc made slSntllcalt

contnbutlons In drug safcty by dcfinlng the Saudl profilc for drug mctabohsm Profcssor

Ha),at Srndr and hcr team won two lntematlonal first prrzc awards for her lnnovatrve

''Dlagnostrc-For-All" ilcvrce As for Profcssor Ghada al-Mutaln, shc heads a rcsearch

ccntcr rn Cahfomlr aficr rxnnlng thc Natlonll Instltutes of Hcllth (NIH) Dlreclor's

Proncer A1!ard Program Also tn acadcmlcs. Dr Al Turkl' Professor ofAnthropology at

thc Amcncan Unlverslq rn Calro, shlnes as an exemplary Seudl academrc \\ho lecturcs at

unlvcrsrtres \rorldwrdc from Harvard to Georgc Washngton !

Womcn arc now morc ablc to Panlclpatc ln clvlc llfc lhen evcr before as hrgh'profile

rvomcn hale rccently becn aPpolnted to clttc mlnlstry posts, unlversrty dcanshlps and

drcctorshrps tn quast-govemmental clvlc organrzatlons Fcmalc phystctans wcre

appornted for the first tlmc as DcPut) Drcctor of Hcalth Affalrs for the MaLkah rcgron

uon.. ed \lcdr2 rn Saudr Arabr. Rndonc Rcdu(rn6m ed Rcr'lnrcs

studEs vol-15 1008 p lt5-40r
r \r.mcn h Hrthc. Lducluon Srudr tnrtrrrs & A(hrcr.m<nr!' I!finrrr)
plrnh'.t lnlo;ron G.neral OcDartn.nl fo. Plernrng & Statrstcs 2010
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lntroductron

rnd hcad of thc Gcncral Dtrectoratc ofNurslns ln thc Mlnlstry ofHealth A mcmbcr o[

the rolal famrly. Pnncess al-Jawhara Flhed brn Mohammed bln Abdcl Rahman al'Saud.

was appotnted as undersccretary of the Mlnlstry of Educatlon [n a stcp that Samered

lntematlonal attcntron. Nora blnt Abdullah al-Fayez was named the depuq mlnlstcr of

educatlon rn charge of glrls' cducatton ln Fcbruary 2009. marklng the hrghest appotnted

post achrcved b] a $oman m Saudr Arabla's hrslor): Addtlonall). a Ndronal

OrSanlzatlon for Human Rtghts was cstabhshcd ln Saudl Arabla ln 2004 and l0 ofthe '11

members appolntcd wctc womcn wlth a mandate to monltor \ omcn's nghts The

Khadua btnt Khuwarlcd Center for Buslncsswomen rn Jcddah. a rcsearch lnstrtute

opcrahn8 under thc sponsorshlp of the Jcddah Chambcr of Commerce. advocatcs for

lncreascd partrcrpahon by women In cducahon. buslncss, and cmplolmcnt Howcvcr. the

dc!clopmcnts ln thc Ktngdom and thc Saudt woman's path ts constdered.s an lndrcator

lndlcatrng whcthcr change w lbc short llvcd or wlll bc rnstltuhonalzed the \ra)'

Krngdom. *omcn and human nghts organEatlons nccd rt Thcse are a few cramples of

Krngdom has achrcved a lot dcsp,tc the frustratlons over thc rcluctancc to changc and

modcmrzc a largc portton of thc socldy Conscquently. thc obstacles that stand ln the

way arc dctrLmcntll to the progress ofthe countD saudr Arabla amicd ln thc 1980s wlth

a more complcx soctetr, c,I8cr to enjoy the frults of advanccment on all soclal and

cconomrc levels At thc same tlme lhcrc was a dclermlnatron to prescrvc thc countl]'s

rehgrous and socral trtdrtrons Thls balancc bchvecn thc two has bcen dlfTicult to

malntarn. cspcclally wlth rcgards to women's sector Womcn e faclnS a fc\\ soclal

problems lrke. cmploymcnt lssues, polltlcal nghts' thcy can't dn\e. thc) arc slrlvlng to

attarn lhe nghts ofdrtvtng hcense. thcy can't lravcl lllthout the prcscncc or Permlsslon of

a Mahram. a malc guardran hkc brothcr. husband or father Stlll ther strcngth'

enthuslasm, and confidcnce don t go unnotlccd Thrs rs marnly duc to thcrr culturc rnd

prcsencc oIsome old customs m thclr country

rM2nr,{tc.l \\hmm ,rrppoDtcd to Top Hszlth Posl m Jcdd.h , krb Ncws rlcc.sscd o( .lul} l9 2(r ll
rJDlrrBorg( s.udr Arahr.A|Pohts Ftrsl F€mrlc Nfi.sl.r Ctrtdl
htlp \r\i luddh co uuq orid.i2o09/rcb/ l6leud r{.!hcr_*of,u-mrn6lc., .Acccsscd on }I&ch ll l0l4
'Kh.ldal-D.r "lool sadr Ar.br. sYceoiRcfom  r.b R.fom Bul.tn 2 ]otu
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1.6, Government's role in the protection of women's rights

Womcn's status rn Saudl Ambra as an Islamlc country ls oftcn mlslntcrpretcd That ls

wh) Saudr Arabll has been undcr so much pressurc from thc Wcst concern'ng l\om'n \

flghts 'Publrc now a days rn thc Saudl culture arc dlvldcd rnto two categorres crlrzcns ln

thc radrtlonal famtl) llho conform to thcrr soclety and agrec wlth the agenda that there ls

no drsc mrnatlon betwcen malcs and femalcs and the other ncq typc ofcltrzcns that ha\e

been emergcd duc to thc culturrl changcs and sce that therc rs dlscnmrnatlon betlveen

mcn and women As changc rs thc one contlnuous 6pect of human hlstog economtc

chang€- socrel change. cducahonal changc. and tcchnologlcal chmgc all have bcen part

of human naturc throughout hlstory Chmgc can bc gradual or rapld Onc thlng that

change gcnerall) alms for rs thc bcttcrmcnt of soclcty Thus a gradual change rs bemg

seen rn Saudr soclcty as Saudl womcn today are now much changed and she ls educated'

rntelllgcnt, and capablc Howevcr. thc pcoplc do nccd crposure, o'pcrlencc' and trarnlng

rn ordcr to catch r.:p wrth othcr Arab and Musllm womcn \lho have succccded tn getttng

the skllls and rrghts to preccdc lhem ln the polrtlcrt Proccss 
1 Thesc *ords of Daghustanr'

grvc the best solutlon

''Of course, there r a lol rhut *e con learn Itom lhe l|'e'lern expertenc' bltl \\e h@e k)

deplol our o\an melhodolog) lhal coters lo out tradrlrcnul talues and v'a'of ltfe

She furthcr descrlbcd (hat \\c are ln nccd to mtroduce ncw tdcas and strategrcs \hrch

grves women authorlty to gct bcncfits l Therc ls a grcat chrngc rn $hlch posrtrve

dcvclopments havc ttken placc affectrng thc status of women and a enthuslastlc

cnLghtcncd attempt ls pushrng to lmprovc womcn's Power ln [slamrc famll) law courls

and also lt's a Srcat changc to crcatc the samc rlghts wrth men tn t'rms of crvll nghts

lnclud,ng thc rlght to votc, work. and obtaln bcttcr acccss to health care and educatronal

' AbhrlNh. snBh sr.rus olwom.n D s.udr turbr AlItdrgmshn Thc Inl'm&on'l Juum'l oflntcrdFcrplne\

socralScrcnccs vol 3 P 35.18;s*i.,-' w*,w"*" roqddsA\cs tr.' Chd!Publ,drn FFltd ron':001 p6! 
,

';;;il;J, i;;J,n Am4 rodu shccd.d r b'chcror s dcsr'c n mod'm Nrrddh Ear(m nurEs ed

r.l*" 1,"i." " o.l-a lztcr shc compl.Lcd . m6tcr s 'i'scc 'h 
publ'' 
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opportunrtrcs Thc lcgal practlccs In Sludl ArabE rcvolvc around thc rules ofSharr'ah.

the la* of Saudl Arabla ascertalns all posslblc rlghts for womcn lt can be noted and

obscrvcd ln the constrtulron ofthc countr)

1.6.1, Protcction aDd prcscrvetion of womcn's rights in thc

constitution of Seudi Areb

The larv rn Krngdom has becn much nflucnccd b1 thc Shcrr'ah rulmgs of not only

rclatcd to statc affarrs but also thc rcsponslbllrtles of rulcr that how can he govemed th€

natron accordlng to thc basls of brotherhood, consultahon. fncndshrp and coopcratton

Somc of thc fundamental govcmmental laws for *omen and mcn havc bccn statcd rn

ertrcle E, guarentecrng that all such laws shall rcvolvc around the rules of Sharl'ah

Klng Fahad bln Abdul Azz dcscrlbcs thc spcclficahons of the baslc law of Klngdom rn

hls spccch on the occaslon ofthc tssuance ofthe basrc law ofgovcmancc as uhen thcse

la\rs havc bccn drawn up full consrderatton was glven to the Klngdom's dlstlngulshed

posrtron ln the Islamrc world and to rts tradltlons and customs. as well as lts soclal and

cultural condrhons Thcrcfore these laws havc sprung from thc rcalrtles takrng lnto

account the tradrhons and customs, whllc adhcflng to truc rellglon Hc sald

'Weorccontrde l lhat these laws wtll, ttllh lhe help oJ A ahAlmtghh iJeslsl lheStale tn

reahztng eten Saudt ctlEeh's hopes Ior the lcelJare and progretr of lhts homelund t'n'l

ht\ Arab and Llanrc nolbn The Saudt ctlEen B the base lor lhe adtanccmenl und

developnenl of lht\ homelarul ond we shall nol spare anv elfot t lo enstrre htt happuess

untlvell beng O r corlsltltttbn n lhe Kngdom $ the Hol| Qur'an rhrch tt tnfalltble'

aD(l the Tradttbf 6unnah) oI HL llessenger' ulto does nol sPeok rresponrtbll

ll hatevt u a tltsagree on $,e relet back lo them may both arc orb et t on all ln1 \ t\llPd

b\'the Stule ll'e do nol close thc door on ony aspecl olmodernAalrcn' \o lon< ut lt loes

nol Lo lrct v tlh our ]\lamrc hentug. and denltb' "'

' (lnt Ezhad Spe.ch' hnp //lw seudr.mb.$\ ncl,.bouvco nw{nfom3rronftBs KmLIahd sFcchap\

^cccss.d 
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So the govcmmcnt's general obJechvcs are to provlde for nehonal securlt). cconomtc and

soclal srabrlrt] and to rarse the Lvrng standards of thc peoplc whtlc marntrrnlng the

rchgrous and moral valucs for whlch thc klngdom as thc on8[al homcland of lslam ls so

The state conslders rt lts basrc rcsponslbrlrty to protcct thc rlghts of cltrzcns under all

kmds ofunplcasant crrcumstanccs, kccptng tn vlcw the tcachmgs ofShlrl'ah Thc bfilc

systcm dcscflbes thc govemment's oblgahons toward ctzem as artlclc 26 of Basrc law

states

"The state protects human nghts n accordonce w h lhe Islamrc Short'oh "

Ir et the samc trmc, app.ccratcs thc pcoplc's partlclpatlon rn all krnds of chantablc

concems. rrcspectlvc of gender-based scgrcgatlons The Basrc Law of Co\crnance

securcs fundamcntal flghts to all cltlzcns no mattcr what, be thcy men or women Rlghts

In thls scnse guarantce the crtlzcns that thcy can acccss ceataln govcmmcnt and soclal

servlces as artrcle 27 states

''Tlrc sldla gudranteet lhe ghls of lhe ctlEen and h$ famtlv m cases of emergenc)'

tnett o*) tlt\ob 4, and th old o4e, I suppo s the qstem o/ soctol securtD dnd

encouroges mslll lbns and md\tduols to cohlrtbule n acls ofcharlq :

The artlcle 28 catcgoncall) statcs that cmployment opportunltres are for all oflhc people

who rntend to work, ln the samc way. artrclc J0 holds that rlght for provrdrng pedagogrcal

rnstructron and hcalthcare must bc grvcn to all lncspcctlve of thc gendcr speclfic

drffercnccs It has bcen mentroncd rn lrtlcle 3l that thc statc shall be responsrblc for thc

care ofpublrc hcalth and shall provrdc hcalth carc to evcry cltzcn'Thus the Saudr baslc

system of rulcs rcprcsents a patflarchal conccpt of lndlvldual nghts as rlShts are promlscs

from thc bcne!olent krngdom toward people

The Baslc Lalr of Governancc rcprcscnts the protccttol of llghts for all human souls

shaped accordrng to thc rulcs cstabllshed by thc gu,dcllncs of Shafl'ah Thrs lat\ also

statcs that both of thc genders should bc treatcd on thc basls of equallq. as Artlcle 't7

L A CoumD ed.(tr,z.n aor ah+p) d.enl lf. mrnrlrt ol nfom2trotr SaudrAibra l9qi p 3l)
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clearly supulatcs that both cttlzcns end forclgn rcsldcnts havc an equal rlght ofJustlcc

and to go thc coun The ncccssary proccducs are sct forth b) the law' Saudl la$ clearly

statcs that allofthe women whcthcr holdlng Saudl natlonaht) or not. must bc gl!en equal

flghts Thc actrvltrcs targctcd agalnst womcn, ther posscsslons. and respcct. arc

consrdered rllegrl by Saudl govcmmcnt as wcll es legal lnstltutlons set rn thc countr)

Thc se! oI rules dealln8 wlth womcn durlng crlmlnal law procecdlngs, undcr artlclc l3

sta(es that the rmmaturc femalc offenders musl be trcatcd accordlng to the rules and

rcSulahons as establrshed b! the lcgal authorlt)' As far 1s the la$s regardrnB

ln!estlgatron of the trrals of fcmalcs arc conccmcd, the baslc la* of womcn care lnstltutc

holds that thc women lssucd a dctentlon walTant, may bc kcpt ln thc protcctlon of

Wom.n's Care rnstllulc 4 Artlcle 42 and 52 ofC mmal Proccdure la\\ prescnts that thc

scarch of the accused womcn shall bc advocatcd b) a fcmalc grcn by the crrmrnat

lnvcstrgatlon officer or a woman ls to go wlth thc persons dlrechng thc mqulry of thc

housc ofa charged woman Artrclc 42

A cn,nnal m|e ryallon oficer hn)' sedrch the acc sed vhere tl $ lntftl to atrcsl ht"'

thtch nul nclude hs body, clothes. and belongngs II the accuse'1 rs a Jenale rhe

seorch \hall be co tlucled by a lenale ossgned by the cnmtnal nvesltgtll bn o//icer "'

And artrclc 52

"I[ lhete ts no person olher lhon an ac(L\?d $'omoh tn lhe dwellfiS 10 h? seatched lhe

oficers corDtn& oul lhe search sholl be acconlPonrc.l by a v'onan '

Women rn Saudl ArabE arc fully protccted undcr the baslc law of govemment as thc

artlclcs o[ constttuhon and othcr laws statcs that there rs no Sender dlscrlmlnatlon

Cukure of Saudl Arabta has some rcstrlctlons for womcn m soclal hfc but the

govemmcnt has provldcd altcmatlves for lt so thc womcn can cnJoy lheLr firll rlghts

j 
Cumm,Lr.c on l.hc Elmoaron olDrclmndrn t8xNt womci. CoNrd'r'r'on ot r'poas submrncd bY Srits Pdare\

mJcltnrclc tl or+rc Conr. on on hc EItM;uo. of 
^ll 

rods of Dscnmln'rron ztmt \r'oEn Combrncd

ood ad sccond p.nod'c r€ports of Sl.t.s P.nrcs, Saudr Arab4 cEDAwC s'AlJ/2 19 Mrch 200'
l Saudr aJahr. s C;tuuohon or l9s2 s(L Amcndmcnb lhrdud 2005

hrp $$l consururcprol.cl o.g@Nuotodsrudl Ar.br. 2005, Acasscd on oclob'r 15 lolt
''C"..Aras rrnp l*w sau,irc-t-sy ncr,trUourcouDrry{n fomaboMah/C nmmdProccdur's2oo1_ l oA 6t\
Accc$cd on Ocroher 18, 2015
r Th. Councrl ot Mrnrlc6 Rcsolulronno 16!ju\ 19 1975

'i,,.,.4 i." hta //ww saudrcmbasv ncrabout oun6/_Dlomrrodl.$s'CnmdProc'durcsl00l _ l on dp\
Acc.tr\.d on o.tobcr lt l0l5
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1.6.2. Function ofllisbah Institution in the protcction ofwomcn

Saudr Arabla s pohclcs are largely bascd on lslamlc rullngs and radltrons lt protects llfe-

prcservcs r,8hts and regulatcs thc rclatlonshlp bct!,,,,ccn thc rulcr and thc rulcd. regulanzes

dealngs among mcmbcrs ofthc communlr, and salcguards pubhc secunty Slncc thc one

of the most rmportant functton of Saudl govcrnment ls transmrsslon of lslam. and to flnd

such an cvrl frec cnvtronment whcrc pcoplc act honcstly and rlShtcously. so thts task ls

bclng achleved by €ncouraglng good and d6couragrng cvll ' As ln thc Anlclc l3

"The srole protecls Islam, tmplenenls is Sh(t ah, ord?rs PeoPle lo do ttghl

anil shun et , ttfu$ s the dury regatdng God scoll 1

Thrs moral valuc has bccn prcscrlbcd rn thc Holy Qur'an as

" Let lhcre dt $e out of ),ou a band of people thv tnglo allthdl ts goot1, enJo)lfig rthdl t\

nght and Jorhrldng what ts *rong mel are lhe ones to allat felrcI\ "

Thls lcrse contarns an c\pltclt command from Allah Almlght) to do what ls rlSht and

forblddrng *hat rs wrong Allah's Messcngcr (May thc pcacc and blesslngs of Allah be

upon hrm)sard

"Wtosoevet umongyotl sees an ocl ofv'rong should change w h hl\ hot'ds lfhc t\ ol

able to do n, then he should change wth hts tongua lfhe ts not ahle lo do so thcn

]lnlh hts hearl. and lh$ ts the weak ofiatth "'

fhcrc rs an lnstrtutlon to fulfill thls purpose' thc Hlsbah Is that rchglous lnstltutron b) the

statc lr'hrch appornts pcople to carry out thc rcsponslbrllry of enJoLnrng Ehal ts rrght'

r{hencver pcople start to ncglcct lt. and forblddlng what ls wrong' whenevcr pcople sta(

to engage rn lt The only purposc ofthls lnstltuhon rs to protect thc soclet, from evll

Kng !.nad SFccch hq //*1t s.udEdbss' n.L.bou!couw-rfo@lron'4aRs^(rn8 !''hd-Spccch 
'sF\

Accesscd on Scptcmbcr 29 2015

: 
^ 

countn rd lCrrrTcn lot h+py dcanl hf. 1)'. tmldom ols'udrAr'b( M''6h o'ln'om{ron

's2h,h Niu\lm KrBb.l-tm& H.drlhno J9/'18

34



dceds and lo protect the rcltglon rnd to cnsurc thc wclfarc ofpcople ln both rellSlous 2nd

$orldly manners accordlng to the Law of Allah Almrghty

Thc Hrsbfi lnstrtutton provldcs an officral mcarls to carry out thls duty [t ls baslcall] a

control mcchanrsm esrabllshed by Islam to malntaln the order of soclal hfe so lhat

everyone may cnJoy sccunty and fulfillmcnr of hls or hcr baslc nccds Itrsalsomeantas

an lnstrument to sefcguard soclcty ftom dcvancc. to protcct the fa(h and ensurc the

uclfarc of thc peoplc m both rchgrous and worldl]' maftcrs b1sed on the wrll of Allah

Almlghtv Slnce human belngs arc pronc to ncglcct the neccsslt] of truthfulness and arc

frequently tempted to engage ln mlsd€cd oi fraudulence, thcre should be an lnstltutlon

authoflzcd b) thc statc that scrvcs as a mcchamsm to hclp pcople kcep thclr truthfulness

and avold all tlpcs ofmtsbehavlor Thls ls becausc pcoplc nced ordcr rn thcrr llves and

the) are rn nccd ofsomc Nthorlty to cnsurc that ordcr Because of thlt lhcrc musi bc

somcone to rcmtnd Pcoplc ofthls ordcr and to kccp tabs on how welt thcl arc adhertng to

rt Thrs ls not uhy cnjolnlng Sood and forblddlng cvll ls so lnstnrmcntal rn lslam \r lthout

[hlch Musllm's hvcs cannot procccd nor havc anv mcanlng Thus pcople s safct)'

happrncss, development, groMh and contrlbutlon to lfe cannot be cncompasscd wlthout

rcalErng thrs prmclplc b€causc tt produccs a balancc bcrwecn thc bod]'and the soul that

lcads lo man s happlncss In lccplng wlth thls approach. the hngdom has sought slncc lts

rnccphon to sct up thc s-vstem of "cnjo lnlng what ls n ght and forb ld drng $ hat ts wronB '

In the past thc scholars dld lhelr dutv m lhtlsab" at thc rndrvrdual levcl Whcn the

Lngdom *as rumtng undcr thc rula of Klng Abdul Azlz, hc appolntcd somc scholars to

take charge ofthc Htsbah thcn rt became the general prcsldcncy dunng the rclgn ofKrng

Khahd and a charrman was aPpolntcd for lt wrth thc 'm[ 
ofa mmrstcr There ts a furthcr

dcvclopment duflng thc rclgn of Klng Fahd bln Abdul Azz whcn the rnshtutron bccame

an rndependent organlzltron The functron of Hsbah conslsts m malntarnlng pubhc la$

lnd order and supcrvlslng thc bchavror ofbuyers lnd setlcrs rn thc markc( $tth a vte\\ to

cnsure the nght conduct end protcct peoplc from drshoncsty and malpractlccs The

purpose r\as to rcgulate pubhc hfe ln such a way that a hrgh degrcc of publc morallty rs

attalned and the soclety ls protcctcd from bad workmanshlp fiud c\to(lon and

explortatlon
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lntrodLrctron

Saudl Arabra rs thc only Muslm statc whlch has cngaged the rellglous scchon of thc

hrsbah dca|ng wrth thts achvlty to thls day Thc statc establlshmcnt responslblc for

hx;bah s' The Comnttlee lor lhe Prornotnn of Vtrtue and the Preventrcn of 
''rc' 

*h1ch

rs abbrcvrated Ls CPVPI' and JsJl !l' ,r+llr JJJ^I! vtJt ia' rn Arabrc language I[ rs

run b) "Relrgrous polrcc". "Shurtah" or "n ul.ra'een" Thc'Notd mulT\reer (J+JUl) most

Ltcralll means "voluntecrs" ln thc Arablc languagc and ls commonl] used as a casual

tcrm for thc govcrrlrnent luthorlzcd Thcy arc employcd b1 thc Saudr Arabran

govcmmcnt burcaucracy to cnforcc Sharl ah l

Thcy havc the commandrng lnflucnce that docs not fecl constralned by the la*s crcaled

b) mcn, thc) tend to Protcct Saudl Anbla from an tnflucnce of tlcstem clvlllzltlon

prcservrng rmplcmentatlon of lslamlc laws ln publlc zoncs market placcs and

annrhtlatlng the exlshng of pmctlccs that arc deemcd unlawful ln Islam They arc oftcn

accompanr€d br a pohcc havlng th€ powcr to arrest unrclatcd malcs and fcmales bclng

caught who were pubhcally busy rn rllcgal achvltles. and who lre belnB relalcd to

promote Islamrc drcss codes. md store closurcs dunng thc pra)cr tlmc Thc] cnforcc

Muslm dretan laws. prohlblt the transactlons of alcoholrc bcveragcs and pork and sclzc

banncd consumcr products and mcdla rcgardcd as anh Islamrc stuff Thc mcssagc of thrs

commrfce ls clcar ln thc lddrcss of the dlrcctor ofthc Jcddah branch of thc Commlnec

for thc Promotlon of Vlrtue and Prcvcntron of Vlcc Hc addrcsscd a pollte messagc for

drstrrbutlon among forclgn companlcs' asLlng

'Our btothen fi humonll' restdtng th lhts country" to obsen'e lhol 'ladrcs shotl'l not

expose thet lcgr or arms or bosom or hatr and re/ram /rom teunng clolhet that orc too

thfi ot ltghl '

The Commrttee for thc Promotlon of Vlrtuc and the Prcvcntlon of Vrce patrolled the

strccts and publlc placcs. bcraung clt[cns for vlolatrng lslamlc rulcs along \ rth

e\crclstng ph)slcal punlshmcnt for the Purposc On contrary' thcrc arc some mlstakcs

donc b) the commrttcc One hornfic cxmplc of nulaween ls that \!hen thcy rcfuscd to

labdul'Al.em:buB.rkal,!rnzaAl'Doul.hAlSaudr.fr'ahadal_mahkAbdulAztr'p 31

';;;';il:ii;Dil; bbsB.rcs to Equ.rrt\ ror s.u'rr wom6 r',lld'Ic E\r lNtriut' lr'*roLnLs ttc KmPdom

oaa.udr Arrb,1 I 9?9'2009 Er oluoon o a a ?rvord sr.rc ' sq$ mq cdu
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lntroductron

allo\r schoolgfls out of e huntcd placc bccause thcy were not wcarlng proPcr lslamrc

drcss The; also blockcd men who wcrc trylng to help the g[ls cscapc ' Slncc somc

unfortunatc lncldcnts wherc lhey pan of, thc govcmment madc thclr rccrultmcnt proccss

dlfflcult ln 2007, thc) werc tnstructed by thc Sovcmment to ccasc dong so There madc

l rule to Lcep check and balmcc on CP\?V so that thcy should not cross thcrr hmrts

Aftlt lhat lhe nulavee, wcre glvcn trelnlng by thc govcrnmcnt and 1 crlterla was madc

for eppolntrng capablc and trarncd pcrson In Junc 2007 the otTiclals proclalmcd "the

crcatlon oi a'department of rulcs and rcgulahons'to ensurc that thc actl\ltles of

commlsslon mcmbers may comply wlth thc la* "'

Accordmg to thc larr. men are thc guardlans ofwomcn. thcreforc women's Suardlans are

rcsponsrble for womcn's bchavlor' Thcrc arc separatc clcvators for mcn and women and

specral secuons cxlst for famlhcs end women ln rcstaurants Womcn onl] banks cxlst In

addrlron. \\omcn s qucucs arc formcd at thc alrport and other pubhc placcs and \omen s

dcsls. whcre Nomen can stand ln lrnc lnd rccclve scrvlce Somc of thc storcs dlspla\

womcn post srgns so as to lndlcatc that women arc allowcd whllc men on the other hand

are forblddel to entcr4 Govcrnmcnt has provrded women wrth thc scparatcd

arranSemcnls for all nccessary arcas so that thc lmplemcntrtlon of rchglous requlrement

o[ gendcr scgregatlon me] posslble womcn are thc on€ half of socler] and se\

scg.egatron ls as harmful for them as for mcn to achteve thc plcasurc of Atlah Almlghty

so ih.lav'ee are responslblc for thls duty to malntaln the ordcr ln socle$ so that e\cr)

Muslrm. mllc or female. fccl frcc to seck thc pleasurc of Allah Alml8ht] and to act as

Hls trustec on thts world to cnlornrng good and forbrddlng cvll as l\lusllm s lllcs cannol

procccd wrthoul lt Commlftcc for thc Promotlon of Vlrtuc and Preventlon of Vlce mrdc

( eas) for the socleq' ln gcneral and for women tn partrcular So, rt ls servrng for lromcn

and protcctrng thcr rlghts to llve frccl) and attaln thcrr ctcmal goal

rBBc, saud, IoIc. sloPP..t Frc Rscuc 15 Mdch 2002 hnP//rcvs bbc @ uv2fir'mrddl'-cdL 1E?'u7l nn
Access.donNlecn la 2012

:IioollllPolreundctPrcssurc,^obRcfodBullLIuLcu'ErcEndomcn(fo'lnl'm'rrondP'JccJunc200?

I Zuhur, nirddlt Ebl hfocns S.udr AnhD. nd
rNhr\edr Somc nbscFttron on somn rn Srud ABt'r In Fcfrrnrsm ud Isle L'Bd LiLlcr6 Pccl'cd'rcr
NN Yor! Lhr crsrti ,.6s N.s Yort 1996 p26l_2tl
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lntroductron

1.6.3. Rolc of govcrnmcnt

Thc hlstory of last 50 ycrrs has shown that Arab countncs have faced scvcral malor

challcngcs that havc affectcd all natlons and malnly thc gulf countrles Saudl Arablq

berng one of them. has expcncnced some maln soclal chaos drrectl) and rndlrectl)

Drscovcry ofoll ln 1930s and thcn oll Scncratcd profits ln the carl) 1970s mtroduccd blg

changcs rncludlng thc opportuntty ofcducatlon to both boys and glrls

The lncrcascd profits from o gavc thc oppofiunlty !o cducatlon abroad and changc Ihe

standards of llvmg and thc mentroncd changcs affcctcd unlmagrnable lhc cntlre socrc0

and lts struclur€ m a short perlod of omc 'New oppo(unltl€s wcrc unlocked for *omen,

such as educatron ln law and englneerrng dcpartments. the hosprtaltt) ndustry'

manufacturrng and shopplng malls. and govemmcnt commlsslons that dell wlth women s

oeeds and lssues

Currentl). rt rs dcclared that both men and women wlll enjo] cqual nghts ln all affarrs

relaftng to natlonallty and therc shown an Improvcmcnt ln women s rlght of entry ro

courlr and fcmlle lawycrs wcrc allowed to 8ct hcenses to practrcc la\\'r In 2008'

accordrng to the Saudr Nattonal Soclcq for Human Rrghts' womcn for thc firs( trmc ucre

allowed to r€ccrvc thcrr clvtl status cards wtthout thclr guardlan s permlsslon' In

addrtron. uomcn havc now bcen gmnted pcrmtssron to engagc In legal practlce ln latc

February 2010. Justlcc Mlnlstcr Muhammad al- lsa announccd 11''61 1 n611 law sould

soon accredrt womcn lawycrs to allow thcm to appcar rn cou( for thc first ttme, but

rcstnct thc cascs thcy are allolAcd to l(l8atc to chlld custody, dlvorce. marrlage and other

famlly relatcd tssucs'A royal dccrcc provldcd that'v'omen would be rcptcscntcd In the

'n"iJ O.** - M'5r 29 Sh.sr.lI,l2J 
^Il 

cons,dcrzxon of R.poc strbmn'd b\ Srtrcs P'nrcs Lndlr AnrcLe

ri.r,r,. C-**." conbm.d In,r,.jsd Sc@nd P.nodrc R.porrs oiSur's Pmrcs s'udltu'br' II kJN'rDN
ComtlcconlheEfimrn.tronofDsmmrnatronrs.rnst\4omcnCEDAW/C/SAt1207_loho?[E]l2ll5u72l0r07
m""r,:s :oOrl l6 hnP //di.6Jd4s u o.ddo.'UNDOC'CEN/ No7':96/6'7lPDF N0?1966? pdP(hcnFl'm(nt

' ,rt-U rta ncosprFr O.lobcr I lO09 Acesscd on,aPnl 19 2013

' i""u a-u":,il 'saud, wom.n co obtu ID crd;hrhout Gurdr& s Pcdston Al-M'dn Ntrch 1 2008

 ccc$ed on ,e!aa 01,l0l4
' Huquq N.$sl.(cr Natron.l socclt for Itum R'thB Jdndi 2013 Issuc El p 9

^walr. H2qa \c* L.R lo,{lowWom.n L.*1c6 roT.k.upImrh Issuct, Arab Ncus

hllp &.bnc$s co@sodrdhP.nrclc22ogl ccc Acess.d on Fcbrua! 25,l0l3
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Councrl wrth no lcss than 20% of rls members " Therc ls an rmProv€mcnt ln femalc labor

forcc as thc report states "lncreased fcmalc partlclpatlon ln thc labor force ls a posrtlve

rndlcetor of the lncrcasngJob opportunrllcs bcmg madc av.llable to thcm ln conformlty

+1th thcrr requrremcnts and lsllmlc tcachlngs and valucs " 1

Nrany posltlons were grantcd to womcn ln selcral deptrtmcnts b) "thc Mnlstry of

Forelgn Affalrs", "Thc Mtnsrrl of Educatlon" has posltloncd qomcn rn somc leadmg

posltlons and The Mln6try of Labor" ls lookrng for womcn to provldc 200.000 Johs rn

varrous fields of th€ financtal systcm and has startcd semlnars and uorkshops to traln

*omcn'Ktng Fahd btn Abdel Aztz proclarmed on varlous occasrons that Saudl l\omcn

should partlctpatc ln the develoPment ofthc country and also dlscusscd the posslblllq to

provrdrng small factorlcs wherc women could porl cven wh c stlll bcrng at school or

unlversrq r Thc dcpury mrnlstcr ofPlannng. Falsal Al Bashcer sard that Idonorthrnl

that there arc anv laws tn thc country that forbrd womcn to worL. the Problem of

\romen's employmcnt stcms from whcthcr womcn could work ln thosc fields that soclety

consldcrs lnapproprtatc from a rcltgtous or socBl Polnt of vle\r I[ ls nccessar] 10 take

rnto accoun( the fact that wc cannot chan8c thc customs and local tradrtlons of our

soclely. although wc aac ln nccd of labor manpowcr ' Howcver' \lomcn are noll more

ablc to parlrcrpate ln clvlc llfc than evcr bcfore as womcn have rcccntl)'been appomled to

chte mrnlstn posts. unlvcrsrry dcanshtps, and dltcctorshlps m qu'Lsl_govcmmental clvlc

organrzatrons Femalc physrcrans *erc appolntcd for thc first tlme as dcputy drrcctor of

hcalth affalrs for (he Makkah reglon and hcad of thc general dlrcctoratc ofnursrng rn the

mmstry of health 
o A membcr of the royel famrl). Pnnc€ss alJawhara Fahad bln

Mohammed brn AbdelRahman al-Saud. was.ppomtcd as undcrsecrctary ofthc MInrstr,

of Educanon And ln a stcp that gamcrcd lnEmahonal attcntlon, Nora blnt Abdullah al-

Falcz was nanrcd thc dcputy mrnlstcr of cducahon m chetgc of grrls cducatlon ln

I Shu Comcrl R'y.dh h(P //\M shu.. got srBPs/$cnvcom'cl-/Shur'fn/mlcmc'nc*s Acccsscd on lr ll
t0ll
r Hme D€vclotmcn( RcPo(, Mnsrrl olC@nomY ad Plenn& ktntdomotSrudr Ar2br2' 1003' P ll)r

' r.--n ttl'n'io ro roomr woncn rn vuou ocp&h.n6 wdhnFon DC Roval EmbAs\ olseudr Arrh'r

hun 2Oi ljo 2E lrc:OOi\.s\ \.rs/RrlDcLl ap tlndc\-rotl AccA{d nn fcbrud 2: l0l i
I OL-, 25 Augul 19E7, P l?

" nrnr er.*r * "* ,rppontcd lo Top Hcn(h Posl rn Icdd.i , Ar'b N'$ s Acccss'd on Iu\ 12 l0ll
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Februao 2009. markrng thc hrghest .ppolntcd Post achleved b)' a woman rn Saudr

Arabla's hrstoD I

Women can partrcrpatc 1s candldatcs and votc ln munlclpal clechons Thc krng has

appolntcd 20 women to the Shura Counctl and thc statc has also recentl) passcd a la$

cnmrnalzrng domcstrc vrolcncc 2Thc Saudt Gazcnc announced on lts Eebslte that

SomaDa Jabarh would be the ncw edrtor-rn-chlef of the Gazdtc 
rAddltlonall]. 

a

'Natlonal Organlzatlon for Hlrman RlShrs" Eas cstabhshcd rn the countr, ln 2001 and l0

womcn ncrc appolnted thcre \Ylth an luthorlzatlon to obscrvc women's prNrlcgcs 
t 

ln

2005 \adla Bakhur;r wa5 nomrnatcd to the _board ollhe Seudl Engrneers Councrl ''

Thcrc rs an mcrcasrng awtrcncss rn Saudr Arabra of thc nccd for changc Saudl Arabra

has long famlllar that thc lmprovcmcnl of human resourccs ts a matn factor ln a nahon s

walk to advanccmcnt but wlthln the boundarlcs of Shurt'ah

1.6.4. King Abdullah-r cautious rcformcr or rn ultr. libcral rulcr

Bcfore havrng the authorrfy of kmgshrp rn 2005. Krng Abdullah w1s a\\ardcd t{ rth man}

pos(lons as malor of Makkah. deputy dcfcnsc mlnlster, sccond dcputy prlmc mrnlstcr

and commander of Nahonal Cuerd6 and aftcr comrng rnto powcr as a crorxn prmcc. he

bccamc famous as a "cautlous rcfomcr "T KIng Abdullah bln Abdul Azlz rankcd for thc

sccond tlmc among scvcn most powcrful authorltles rn the world by U S financral

magzzrne _Fotbes' Explanmg thc rrnkrng. Forbcs hllled thc Klng for rcforms znd

'Julr Borg{ Srudr tu bnAPPomBFr6l tcn lcN{nsGi Guadrd
r.n" "sieurarmoulqo,ia400o I.b lbeud,<&,n.c Accc-cd on rcbrud 16 l0l:
' Iiorh,. eie,m '{E 9rt woa ir Rr€h s DM , httP ,sN cnn com/2011/10/24lopnton^cgum_!ruJ!$omrn-

dn!rng/rndcxhli Acc.ssd on  u8llst29,2014

'BBC http,,*$1v bbc codtr *!./*orld'm,ddlc<Er'262292Il. Acess.d on F.b I?, 201'l

' Abdul Gh.anu, Fr6( ltrdcp.nd.nt IIum& tuents orgerzato. tsubl'shcd' tu'! N'$s A'Lcssd on Nl ch '10'

t0llii..^l.l.l-' Engrnc.6 Counol Poll onc Morc stsP ro' S.udr womcn kab Nc$.  cccsscd on Nlrt 14

20 t5
'zuhur, t{ddle ed rn loc6 SNdrAr.brl p 69
'Aneus lucDo*cll, Saud I (n! Abdull.h, ; Cauuou Rcfom.. , R.utB, Oclobcr 2? 201 i, Acctssed on MTch I I

2013
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adoptmg modcratc stancc on a wlde r.ngc of lssu.s Speclfically. ( nolcd the declsron to

allow uomen thc rlght to run for ofiicc and to votc ln munlclpal elcchons l

Krng Abdultah rs constdercd as a rcformcr and thc onc who dcvclopcd the s)stem

pa(lcularl) ln thc casc of womcn's nghts Croun Pnnce 'Abdullah statcd th't hrs

govcmment \\lll lcave no door for glilng closed to \romen and that thc door wrll bc

opcned onl) so far as no vlolahon ofour rellSron and ethlcs rs rnvolved ? And

"l he most rmponanl thlng rs lherr full panrclp.rlon m lhc llfe ofthe socrcl) '1

Pflnccss Hussa brnt Salman4acknowlcdgcd hcr latc unclc Kmg Abdullah as a champlon

of *omen s nghts and a man who wals dctermlncd to cnsurc the economlc and soclal

de\clopmenl ofthc country" Shc satd

--M) unclc has cnabled womcn to clalm ihcrr rlghLs as mothcrs. srstcrs, daughtcrs and

She mcntloned

'Thrs r\es ro ensure the country modcmlzcs but wlth adhercncc to the pnncrplcs of lslam'

malnlarnrng lhe socral cohcslon of Saudl famlllcs and prorcctlng women s rlghls "'

Hc has takcn stcps to glve womcn morc respect ln soclcty (rng Abdullah stood up for

thc rmprovcment of Judlclery systcm, protcctlon of famlhcs and facrlttatcs womcn to

study and practlce le\l 6 In 2009, hc rnaugureted thc Klng Abdullah Un'versr$ ofScrcnce

and Tcchnology at Thuwal In Fcbruary 2009. Norah al-Fayez was appornted by thc krng

as dcput) mrnlster of gtrl's educatron 
7 Klng Abdullah formally tnaugurated Prlnccss

Norah brnt Abdul Rahman Unlvcrslty whrch wltl be dflven by rvomcn lt wrll be thc

world's largest all femalc unlvcrslty accommodatlng up to 40.000 students [t ls bcl'c\'cd

that Kmg Abdullah has pushcd to pass laws ln favor of women ln hls tlm€ pollclcs and

laws wcre passed tn for the bcncfit of womcn as thcy werc granted the rlght to gct

khp Abdullah r.nls monP lhc s.r.n most powcftl p'ople m rhc qorld' lo'he\

"n. " "'" .rarcmtt'v nctrt4csl n.;\ ncsllorl lo.l ap\ A(csscd on Novcmb'r ll' lulr
)H;m.d br Hord J.srlmr ' u;q. N thc s.udr wonm'" 

^lJrtrrn 
Rtr.db I Vzt lqle p l1

'l*a r.r'-to.o' 'Dlrloquc on womcns Rolc Urgcd aeh\cs Jaddrh 2l Apl'l lqee p : 
-.i,".-..'a*Ii" . r..'i,.0E r.cuhl orl.E ;d pol,rtr.l srudrcs rr Khs saLd Un.tGt' \ oo r rrn'Jlrrt ln' rh'

Hmd tultrtsComrson
' Krn! 

^houllrh.haoDroncd 
qumcn'! rrlnl, A..b \'s( Rr\'dh

h"" u-le.nrhm$s mmmvs ?O'l6tl. Acc.))cd on 1l I cbrue l0l'
hih /qs1\ arbn.qs @n s&dr{rb/n.s 69'15ll

' lb',j n 7l
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natronal ldcntrty cards. cducatron, llght to votc. scats rn shura councll and many Jobs

wcre offercd to women such as ln human nghts commlsslon. passport o1Tice. mlnlstry of

trade and lndustry and ln many other fields Women werc also Sranted thc rlght to run for

clcctron rn 0rc "Chambcr of Commerce". "thc cngtnccrs" and Journaltsls unlons" The

whltc Housc $clcomcd the announccment ofthc Kmg Abdullah bln Abdul Azu as

'We wclcome Saudr Krng Abdullah's announccmcnt that \omcn Erll scnc as t'ull

mcmbcrs of lhc Shura Councll m the next scssron and wlll hevc the rrght !o Partlclpate rn

futurc clectrons "

And

Thcsc retbrms rccognlzc thc slgnlficant contrlbutlons womcn ln Saudl Arabla malc to

thclr socrcty and wlll offcr thcm ncw wals to partrclpatc ln thc dcclsrons that affect therr

hves and communltles "'

ln thc past fcw ycars Krng Abdullah has bccomc more hberal on thc toptc of \\'omcn s

ghts Whcrc he madc progrcss for womcn. thcrc arc somc of lls ncgatlvc effccts on the

socret) One e\amplc ls hts purposcful strategy to prompt dcv€lopmcnt b) sendlnS a

number of Sludr youngstcrs ln forclgn countncs on scholaashlps for educatton tn

drffercnt fields. such as modem tcchnologles. cngtnecrtng. sctenccs. crltlcal thmlrng and

man) othcr subjects A large numbcr of students aftcr belng bcncfincd b) krng's forergn

scholarshrp progrtm havc come back from Unrtcd States'and arc mlsfit hcrc tn thc statc

bccause of encountcr wrth thc wcstcm clvlhzatlon and culturc *hlch ls klggcrcd m the

lmmrgrant Muslms mmds

ln thc tlmc ofKrng Abdullah, workplaccs wlth mlxed cnvlronmcnt havc c\panded uhrch

ls agarnst thc shart'ah ruhng and Seudr culrure

Instlfuttng a umvcrslty wlth co cducatlon cnvlronment for thc first tlme ccused an

outbreak o[ dlscussrons on mlxcd envlronmcnt as scgrcgahon cannot bc groundcd ln

shariah Saudt soclcty rs a unrquc soclct)'ulth strong trlbal systcm t{hcrc ncfthcr K'ng

Abdullah nor alybody clsc hes thc ablht] to cnforcc hls own c\planatron of lslam Thel

can do nothlng wrthout Islam Thcre rs no Saudl Arabla wrthout Islam

I \lnr.llou*$.lcom.sc\pdronolsaudr somco spollrczlP.nrcrpzuon
htrp ,s* szudrcmbasy n.l,4x.sl nc*s/n€* s0925 I I l] I sp\ ,Acccss.d on APdl 15 2lru

rDrvrd B Onlq.r S dtAr2brr'sracc.g.nihmc Woodrow Wrlson c.nld \'6hn!tonPon C2ro 2012
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fhls part of thc rcsearch has

rmplcmented rn Sludt Ar.bl.

from cvcn evrl

telkcd about thc nghts of uomen grmted by lslam as

It has thus bccomc cvldenl lhal Shdrt'ah sccures \tomen



Chapter 2

The continuum of women's rights in kingdom of Saudi

Arabia in the context of reports and news



The contnuum oJruomen's nqhas h kngdon ol sdudt Arobo n the contcxt ol reports ond news

2.1. Breach ofSeudi women's rights - in the context of

reports and news

womcn's rolc and flghts tn Saudl socrcty arc dscusscd carltcr Th$ chapter \\lll e\amlne

rhc rssues of womcn's rlghts rncludrng malc Suardlanshlp. carly manragc. lob

opportunrtres. and votc ln thc contcxt of some natlonal and lntcmatlonal reports and

news The rcscarch fu(hcr alms to addrcss the luthcntlcrtv ofthc prcscntcd repons ln thls

regard

Over the nmc span of last tcn )ears. the lssucs conccrnlng cquallo and cmancrpahon of

womcn Lvrng ln Saudl Arabra havc bcen thc srgnlficent arcas of ln\cstlSatlon ln \\'cstem

medta as wcll as ln many ofthc mtcmatlonally organlzed polltlcal debates Saudl womcn

are consrdcrcd submlssrve. rllltcratc. and lgnorant and prcscnted as oncs $ho nced

rcscurng from therr vlolcnt famlhcs Rcgardlcss ofthe rcforms that thc admlnrstratlon of

Saudr Arabra has attempted, womcn kecp on confrontrng serrous dtscrrmrnatton rn lan

and practrcel Asma Al Mohamcd. onc of thc renowncd women's rlShts acttvlst 2nd

Joumallst clalms tha! *omcn hvmg rn Saudr Arabra alc constralned to lead an cccentrlc

modc of llfc. thcy can bc decmcd as the sccond class crtzcns. who ar€ kept lllc treasured

posscssrons by therr mcn Thc lssuc of \romcn's rlShts accordrng to her ls lndubltabl).

onc ofthe greatest areas ofconccm ,n thc mentloncd states 
2 In legal sc€narlo shc fu(her

holds that women arc constdered to bc mtnors. wrth a strong lnfluence of gr.rardlans rn

tcrms of seekln8 for any lob, Song to courts or choosng a hfc pa(ner for themscl\cs

The] are devord of havln8 a rrght to vote durrng thc munlclpal elcctlon campargns. there

are no lcgal means so as to cllmlnatc domestlc vlolcncc vrctlmzmg \vomen ln gcncral ln

Saudr Arabra Womcn, though. wcrc lssued thcr [D cards. lrrcspcctlv€ ofthclr guardlsn s

pcrmrsslons 
'n 

2008, lt. )ct, rs sttll slgnlficant to note that the publlc c€lebratlons wrlh

I HumoRrghN rn$cKntdonof suud, Ar.t'r.' 
^tucstv 

Inlcmalron.l Rcpon 2010

htlp/$\a mncs\ or&tnt.So sud,.t bdrePon_2o10 AcescdonJo ll, ?0ll
r ism- Al-\iohmcd- S.udr Uoren! tuAts SocL ar a Rcd LEnl 200?, s$ etnrnsr-lhr org Acccs:cd on feb
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The cononuum oJwomcn's nghts h kngdon ofSoudtArobh h lhe context olrcports ond news

rcBard lo \romen's paflrclpatlon. arc shll ptescntmg dlsappolntlng results I [t \\ls thus lhe

srtuatron regardlng thc condltlon offcmalcs as rcplcsented ln thc repora

Womcn s rolc and flghts ln Saudl socrcty arc drscusscd carlter Thrs chaptcr u rll eramtne

the rssues of womcn's rtghts mcludmg malc guardranshlp. carly marrrage. lob

opportunltles. and vote m the contc\t of somc natlonal and lntcmatlonal repons and

news Peoplc lrvrng rn r{cst arc not epprtscd ofthc Musllm culturc. and thc mcentngs as

represented through dlffercnt symbolrc manrfcstatrons, thcy lrc howcvcr lnformed about

thc vrchmtzed and torturcd st2tus of \.vomen as rcprcscntcd through mcdra 
r Man!

reports relcascd by human rlShts organlzatlons as prescnted on mcdla dlscuss the

srtuatron of\!omcn and thcr nghts ln Saudl Arabla

For thls rcason. Saudl Arabla has bccn targetcd b1 the rcnorrned lnternatlonll

organrzatlons. they sircss Saudl goverlrmcnt to altcr (he naturc of dlffercnt pohclcs as

dclcloped b) thcm Such ktnd of organtzatrons scvcrclv crrtrcrze the rolc plaled b)

guardrans rn drffcrent maftcrs of llfc , shapug the declslons of Saudl uomen ln a \ra)

partrcular to rtself Ho\\ever, I shall alm at conccntratlng on th€ themcs that arc alloNed

undcr thc Saudl legal framcwork but are not ln Practlcc lc male Suardlanshlp' earl)

marragcs. emplo)mcnt lssucs. and partlclpatlon ln clectlons Further obJcctlve of lh'

rescarch rs to asscss elther thc rcports arc bascd on facts

2.1.1. Malc GuerdianshiP

thc rssuc of womcn's rlght has becn a srgnrficant area of rcscarch at lll Lrnds of mcdra

onc of thc majot tssucs ln thls respect pcrtalns to the rssuc of guardranshrp, havrng a

srong lmpact on personal as wcll asJob oncntcd carccrs offcmalc gender Thc c\Lstcnce

of male guardtanshrp rs gcncrally dccmcd a vlolahon ofthc rlghts spcclfic to females the

rulcs ln thls regard rmpllcatc that cvcry adult \roman must have a male guardtan a

mahrun All Saudr women arc affcctcd by thls system rcgardless of soctal or cconomrc

sutus Ttrs rnstrtutronaLzcd s)stcm of guatdlanshlp controls adult S'udr womcn s dall]

hfc Womcn must asL for perntsslon ln mafters llkc *ork, travel. or marrlage lt

r Ll.znor Abdclla Doumro, Obslacl.s to Equnr$ lor S.udr $omcn" Mrddl' !'at lnrnulc vrc$lomh lhe

Kmtdom ol szudr Arabta l 9?9-2009 Evolunon oa t PNotd Strlc,p 25

r\lqoob S N,uslm som.n -d $z on lcrcr F.mBrrRcvrc* 2001 P 150
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The conlnuum olwomcn's nghts n kngdom ol soudt Atobo h lhc context ol tepotts ond ncws

addrtlonall) dcmonstratcs, thc commmdtng lnfluence rcqulres lt al evcr] cosl-

lrcspcctrve ofgovcmmcntal flexlblllty rcgardrng the concemcd rules I

The conccpt oI Suardtanshlp llmlts a womrn ln all hcr maftcrs 
2The 

Suardlan mav lnclude

ell ofthc male membcrs ln soctcty around hcr such as father, unclc' brolhcr, son. ncphc\r

grandfather or fathernn-law Thc concePt, lccordrng to some of thc cr(lcs. Presents

woman as an mferlor gender, dcvold ofhavmg any cholce ofher own

lt pertarns to thc socto-cultural norms assoclated wlth the nohon, as practlced ln Saudl

Arabra The samc rulc cncompasses all posslblc sphcrcs of a woman's hfe lncludlng

marrlage. scclrng for a.;ob, or chooslng an cducatlonal dlsclpllne ft. accordlng to the

cfitrcs, rs a strgma and dlsgrace spcclfic to fcmalc Scndcr ln thc entlrc Arablan Penlnsula

'[hc authontehve I n flucncc's lnsr stcncc on havrng a nchrom n all vl tal m atters o f llfc'

accordmS to I school of thought ls constmlntng \!omcn ln many \+a) s

Thc *omen rn Saudl ArabE do not havc thc prrvrlcgc to have therr chlldren acqutrc thclr

natlonalq. therc c)(lst strlct rcsulcttons for womcn regardmg dnvrng Unwtlltngness to

marry wlthout thc conscnt oftlomcn Icads to vlolencc and abusc rn manl ofthc cases 
l

Bcsrdes. Saudt womcn rcqulrc malc Suardlans to asslst thcm durlnt thclr acadcmlc

pursults. professlonal carccrs, and mcdlcal chcckups Such Lrnds of ctrcumstances the

\lomen arc up agalnst, accordlng to thc crtlcs. can be dcemcd a dlsgracefill and

dcplorable phght

Wcst's objechon ls that the govemment could stlll not cradlcate thc conceptlon of male

guardranshrp cxrstrng rn thc statc Rcccntl), a maturc, dlvorccd \roman. a cardlolog5t b)

professron. rvas not rssucd a passport lr(hout a malc guerdran s pcrmlsslon' stmtlarly' a

US bascd lady *as not lssued a pNsport of Saudl Arabll as hcr malc guardnns drd not

appro\'e ofthe act Somc ofthc womcn bccause ofsuch unpleasant clrcumstances arc

rcqurrcd to hve ln shelter homcs. slmllarly. a woman who came to court wlthout a malc

I Z.lnrh ,Almihdd Hume tuth( ol \r'oftn ed Ch'ld'6 sd'r rhc lslmrc L'* of P€nonal St2hr dd ILs

^--r'-'-, 
s.O e,.u. . V;lm \r'odd Joumd olllwd Rrgll'.2ooE \ol t Anlclc I p I

"P;;;;;;;;. 
iG; i'snc 

^b.g 
srcmbln! iiom Mrrc Guddrerhp ud sc\ s'ErcBarron n s'udr Ar2h'l

IIl]r@ irgi6 \4.tcll200l P 2i f'n" i"" .r rhc q;rld's llumd Rrehc saud'  nlr2 A@cst! Int'm'lonal 
^mu'] 

repotr 701'l

h(p i sI1\ NcsI\ orEcnrES'oD-seudLarhrrr.poa-20 I I Ac6sd on Apnl l0 l0 l 'l
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lhe contnuum ofwomen's nghts n kngdorn oJsoudt Atobo n th? contexl oJ repotts ond news

mcmber from hcr famrly was sentcnccd to 'a 30O lashes" along \\lth oncandahalf)ear

rn pnson" l

Accordrng (o onc ofthe rcnowncd rcirl estate lnveslor ofthe country, a womall ls requlred

to prescnt sr\ men beforc court to "buy or sell propcrty". Tc overall process accordlng to

her, makes rt very drllicult for a womln to pursue hcr lcgal flghts ln the counlry It

requlres havmg connechons wrth the hrghcr authorfy to scek one's rlghts, bestdcs' to

"pa) a brtbe' or berng 'sharp tongucd' rs somc ofthe other ways ln thls regard 
l

The cducalton of femalcs also dcpcnds upon thc cho,ces of thc male mcmbers of therr

famll) Thc lcamers at the educatlonal rnstltutrons lnformcd thc Human Rlghts U'atch

that rs consldercd a mandatory rcqulremcnt to scck permlssron of thc guardlans ln tcfins

of advanccd scholasllc pursults Thc malc mcmbcrs thcmselvcs. thc glrls clarmed get

rrntated by the complcxlhes ofovcrall proccss Onc ofthe other students commented that

ln an atlcmpt to make sure that fcmalc cducatlon $lll not dlsturb her famll) llfc thc

husbands have (o vlslt unlverslty to cxpress thclr approval wlth regard to thelr wrves'

firrthcr academrc pursutts I In I stmtlar mamcr, thc peoplc requlrcd to hlrc women maLc

sure that thelr malc mcmbers have evlnced thelr cons€nts Thc tcachcrs as *ell e

drrectad to ascenam the Suaidlan's Pcrmlsslon 
1

A rvoman's ght to avall hersclf of thc hcalth spccrfic oPPorrunltres has also bccn put at

flsk b) thc com p lcx systcm o f guard lanshlp Women a rc requ trcd to prcscn t an cvrdencc

oftherr gulldtan's pcrmlsslon to Pursuc thc cntlrc mcdlcd proccss It thus ts lmPosslhlc

for a woman to lvall hcrsclf of thc medlcal flclllty at a govcmmcnt s hcalth car' cehtte

\rrlhout a male famtly mcmbcr's consent '

Accordmg to 'Okaz" ncwspapcr. dunn8 thc month of July, 2Ol2 the doctors 1t KIng

fahad hosprtal refuscd to treat t fcmalc patlc as the malc member qas not avatlable to

prcsent hls conscnt 
6 LrLewrsc, rn rural areas. thc mllc mcmbers of a famll) do not Elvc

:Oll S dr Aratr!". Huom Rrgtus wnch hllp sNh or! A(L!'rd on l-cb lh )nl7

i.,;;',Jiil;:;" s.,J' u ".;, R +" s.'i " . 
c'd r r.t,r $N irbrnrlhr o'c 

^cccs'c'j 
on \1N -i

20 t3i"timo rugrs uerch rnrc^,.* slfi. acmzlc mcJrc'l s(udcnr Khobd Dccemb'r 9 1006 hla /*nq hJ\ org

a.ccssedonJu\ I7 2013

'i;;R,i;'t;"d;i.,",cs $rru!.ea.r-Dahhe, scncmr ndaB(of mepos( Prmnns d'p'nm'nr Mrnrto

ofl .bor tu\rdh llsch 9 200Ef'u"i-*_.i-sa.r rLrl.l"l i'Mcd,czl pt.crrcc n s2udr 
^Jtbr 

th' nedrco l't2l6pccr' s'udr nedrcd r{'uh2l

'' o.ia',.a.,.'r,, (.udrArzbrr.hnp \,1fr h^r orr.u'rld rcpon-r:oll, Acccsscdon lul\ ll lnll
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Thc cononuum oJwom.n's nghts n kngdom oJ SoudtAtobo n thc context ol rcports oad n

thcrr consent tha! therr women bc trcatcd by the mllc doctors partlcultl) malc

g)necolog$ts Evcn tf a woman ls adult. she docs not havc .lght to present hcr oun

conscnt to be prcparcd for any krnd of mcdrcal trcatmcnt L "Al Watan" as one of thc

famous ne\\spapcrs clarms that a wom1n cannot ava hcrself of medrcal/surglcal

rcatment \\rthout berng provldcd a m,Ilc's conscnl thc clalm tlas based on doctors

confirmatron that rcqulremcnt of malc conscnt ls an obllSatlon from thc Mlnlstr) of

health 2

Thc medrcal form whlch rcqulrcs thc guardlan s conscnt ls as follows!

1,fr!-i..b.itEnrI-
ftLd- or--.tilr-,&

'_-'-.f}.)

y',!' ilr ,t, J. q',, !J .uJ C,] Lr

--- ------,t aitJa,L'!l'J'

r,.ldr4r.i-ifr-r c! u' eLqL luif MJ r!''+
h elr,nt*vt; 4 !t ) *)/1+'tt r

d2i,l$dAi
""=3*

.pV 4r )rlJ'-.nbt!"Jl)l

I

I
)

' Abu 
^sha 

ll, "[onrcn n s.ud! tuzbo do th.v h.v. th. .tht lo erv.
Saud, mcdrcalJoumll l9l5 P 7'l_?5
r Al $ ale n.$spapd lunc2 2009

Lh.tr oqn cons(nt lur nEdrcel pro\c,lu.s'
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The conthuum olwom.n'| nghts m kagdon oJ Soud Arobo n the cont?xt ol repofts ond news

Thcre rs nothlng rn thrs form whrch rs drscnmrnator) for women tn medlcal conccms. so

lt ls rllogrcal

The womcn's conscnt to marrl eccordrng to hcr own chotcc has also becn constralncd b)

the pcrmrssron of malc authontahvc figure ln thc opBton of Hanball scholars a Slrl

cannot go for choosrng a Lfc partncr of hcr own chorcc rf he ls not acceptcd b) th€

guardran I In such a case, obtamlng en) legal means ls not cas) for fcmales Thc $omcn

arc constralned to suflcr as the vrctlms rn the entlre sttuatlon It thus ls not posslble for

thcm to s€ckJusuce from lcgal aurhortttcs m lhclr cvcrlda) lrves

In case of fihng r complarnt agalnst enyonc, the gutdlan ls rcqulrcd to approvc of ihc

act. the process, othcrwrsc, docs not procecd any further Thc prescncc of a muartl s

mandato0 to rccognEc the women ln vell. besldcs thc condltlon ofhavlng thc rdcntll)

cards lA woman cannot lcavc hcr country unlcss pcrmlttcd by the guardlan In many of

tha rccordcd cascs. thc guardlan rs a woman s youngcr brothcr '
The requlrcment of malc guatdlenshrp rs a maln barrlcr to womcn's cntr) to the coun

slstcm A *oman ls nol allowcd to cnter rnto thc court wlthout a Suardlan Bcceuse of

scvcral fectors of thc krnd. womcn cannot go to court wlthout hurdle and apprehcnslons

rnvolvcd ln the \!hole process whlle thcy arc not banncd officlally '

As a mattcr of fact. dcsprte thc promlses madc by thc govcmment. no alteratlons have

bccn madc so far, so as to change the c\rstrng statcs ofaflalrs Therc arc. ho*ever' some

ofthc \romen who takc the prcscnt crrcumstances as challenges and strlve !o changc thcm

l hc govcmmental authorrty, at thc samc tlmc, docs not allow Nomen wrthout holdlng

thc ]ellow cards as marks ofapproval by thcrr guardlans mcntlonlng thc numbcr ofda)s

lhcy arc rcqurrcd to stay at a partlcular place for spcclfic numbcr ofdays

Yello* card requrred for femalc to tmvel outsldc thc Klngdom ls as follows

Yellow Travel Card Compulsory for Saudl Women

LJam.l I Nsr Thc St.nrsof Worcn udcr Isldrc Las md Ud.r n{od.m lslmc LiBtrlelron 1990 p l(r
I llumm Rrghk Wttch DrFrcw $rth ShcLth Dt Ahmnd bo Hmrd .l_Mer.d, r aormcr rcpr.scnl{trc or rh'

\nn6u\ ol lNrcc Mach 10,2008
' {sn& .l-r,lohocd S2udr Womcn s R'thts SNcl at . R.d Lreht $ss &rbmsr8ht org AcLd\cd on Apnl 09

l0 t,l
rAbccrAllam Srudr F.mnc L.$!er Frghl lor tudrt lo\rorl , Fm&crd Tmcs
<hrrp ,$ns n conctuvs/O2f!2cl2c-1c67. lldf-.ro64ll'l'lfc.bdc{ htnl#.ulhoRillPl' 

^ccc(scd 
on Apr 0l

t01l

50



The contnuum of wom?n's ghts n kngdom oJ Soudt Atob@ fi thc context ol rcpotts ond ncws

[Translatcd bt Human Rrghts Watch from thc Arrbrc orrgrml]

Krngdom ofSaudl Arabla

Mrrustr, oflntcnor

Cencral Drrectorale of Passpo(s

Rrl,adh Rcgron Passpon Ofiice

(Saudr Travcl Pcrmrt)

Numbcr

Namc ofthc P$sport Holder

Passport Numbcr Place oflssuc

Numbcr ofDependents

Lcgal Guardlan's Acknowlcdgmcnt l,

Do not obJcc! to thc travcl ofthc holder ofthrs pcrmlt and dcpendcnts

for the pcnod of

Datc | 1112 AH

To rhe state of

ID Numbcr

Krnshlp

Srgnature of Legal Cuardlan

Concerned Employec

Drrcctorof Passports Department, Rlyadh Rcglon

Stamp

Ihc rnabrlrq of womcn to provtdc ldcnhty cards. makc them dapendent on men Durlng

thc ycar 2001. the photo [D cards werc commcnccd bclng rssucd to tlomen Somc of the

\romen strll could not obtatn thc[ ID cards as they rcfuscd to unlell therr facc' some

othcrs coutd not provtdc thcr guardnn's approval ln thls rcgard Thc wholc actlvlt\

could thus not bc proccssed rn thc dcsrred way I

'Y.trn Lnu Promonon ud Protccnon of al I Humr R rEh6, crvrl Poluc'l Eonohrc sac rrl &d cultur'l tuEIN

."[J.i,r,. .O, . a".o"p..nl Hmd tu8]tB couc Elsv.nth scs$on Addendum, hrs\ron rn \'udr Ar'bra



The conthuum ol womcn's nqhts n kngdon oJ Soudt Atobn n th? context ol repotts ond ncws

Duc to thls reason. *omcn could not cast thcrr vote durlng the electlon campalgns ol

2005 rThe pcrsonal hvcs of women arc dcpcndcnt on lromcn rn tcrms of dorng lobs.

secLrng educatlon and t.lvelllng alone r Srmrlerll. lt rcqulrcs thc pcrmtsston of malc

member from the famrly to go for t.eatment at a hosprtal I The pohhcal as *elt as

profcsslonal Lfe rs hard for womcn as they arc constratncd from many facetsa. avarlng

rdcntrt) cards and passport as wcll requrrc the pcrmtssron of malc mcmbcrs i The lacl' of

c\ercrse has led to thc growmg ratc of obcslty lmong Saudr womcn 6 As menttoncd

carllcr. secklng acadcmrc dcgrees ofthctr own chorcc. pursulngJob clrecrs and marr;tng

thc pcrson of thclr own chorce has also bccn rcstflctcd by thc soctet) Onc ofthc most

unpleasant srdes of thc prcturc rs lhc domcsttc vtolence targctcd agatnst *omcn 7

It rs slgnlficant to mcntlon that the country's lnslstcnce on havmS 1 male mcmber ln

terms of tahng sevcral dcclsrons on thc part of womcn ts agarnst thc artrcle 15 of

'tEDAW' requrmg cqual opportunltlcs for womcn tn 1ll matters of ltfe The anlclc

consrders the act of rcstflctthg the lcgal rlghts ofwomcD to be rllogrcal and tnvahd I

Such k,nds of laws arc rgalnst the declaratron of human rrghts lalrs Th€ rntematronal

la* s ofthc son alm at cnsuflng thc rcsldcnce end travcl rrghts of pcoplc Lvrng around lhe

globc bclonglng to thc stalc Thc ntcmatlon.l law rn thrs rcgard arms at Suarantcclng all

thc flghts ofthc peoplc malrng thelr |vcs comfortable and plcasant rn a wa) partlcular 10

rtself The dependcncc of wom€n on male guardrans, accordlng to a school of thought.

brrngs rnfaml and dlsgrlcc to wom€n Most ofthc tlmcs thc Suardran docs not havc lhc

samc lc!el ofeducatron as that ofa women, thc male n somc cascs rs c!en youngcr than

thc woman Thc authoflty grven to men over womcn ln scvcral rcgards ts consldcrcd to

bc a drsgracc 
qThe 

soclo-cultuaal norms prevalcnt ln a countr) do not allow a l\oman to

go to a pollcc statlon to scckJushcc At pohce statrons or evcn at hospltals. the t\omcn

lI dl\ \ Cdlen. BPS Ncss Hour Exr... D.embd05,20l I
r 
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The contnuum oJ womcn's qhls fi kngdom ol Soudt Atobn n thc conlext ol repofts ond netr/s

hale to wart for thcrr male Buardran's approval The concept has becn dcepl) rnculcltcd

wrthln the mlnds of womcn Such klnd of srtuatron accordrng to a school of thought

bflhgs drs€race to the honor ofwomen rn gcncral

ln somc cascs whcrc womcn do not unverl ther rdentttles. or arc not havlng thelr [D

cards. thelr guardran's lD cards arc rcqurcd for thc purposc The cases wherc the pcrson

rcsponsrble for a specrfic unlawful act rs thc guardlm hrmsclf. thc chanccs for scckrng

Justrce arc rcducedl Bccausc of drscrlmrnatron rn socral. legal and govcrnmental

lnsfitutlons. as clarmcd bv a sp€crfic school of thought, the chanccs to garn Jusllce arc

mrmmrzcd to an cxtremc cxtclt Thcre does not sccm to exlst any hoPc to penallzc the

pcople pctformrng rllcgal decds

In most manlfcstatrons of male guardranshtp and sex scgrcgahon thcre arc no wrlttcn

Icgal provrsrons that exphcate thcsc slstems- but thc whole Saudl Arablan communrt]' rs

lmbucd b, thcsc p.act,"".'Th" role of thc govcmmcnt ln cstabllshlng and upholdlng

these customs ls dupllcltous Wtthm lcgal clrcles. bccausc of dlscrlmrnatlon ln rules. thc

r,"omcn rn general arc vrctlmtzed to a scvcrc e\tcnt Thcrc ls no Legal tcxl almlng at

aclon agalnst thc peoplc vlctlmlzlng fcmalcs Thc crucl practtce has bccomc a pan of

la\\ and socrct) rn gencral

1,1 Sauth vonan sutd "l want to leel l*e I om a Soudt c tnn' nott Ilul feet ltke

I an o ltllov,er of a nton "'

Some of the Saudl }omen argue tn favor of thc csublshed s)stcm. consldcnng lt a

mcans of thelr protcctron 5some of thc uomcn howcicr consldcr tt a source of dtsgrace

and a mere rcjectron of thetr tntcllcctual ca|bcr, lcgal dcmands and moral requremcnts

They conslder the rulcs of guardlanshtp as a sourcc of llmltlng thclr tndependence tn

terms of marrtage. le8al rcqulrcmcnts. cducatlonal pursults. Jobs. and othcr lssues of

I Y.!n EflurL Promtron td PrcGctron otAll Hume RrAB crrl Pohucd Eonodc socll &d (ulluzl RIghts

rncludDg thc nlhl to d.!.loptrrctra' Hme Rrlhls Counol LI.\.nth scssron Addcndum msron to S'udr ,^ruhrl 1t

I  m.n\ InLcmeoonrl rcpor! l0l0
'Thc Sh.do$ Rcpon ror aFDA\r Pr.pecd bv Srudr Uom.n for Rcfom Studr Ar.br2 Thc E\ccuhc Summe

r Iht.r Nah \sudt Malc C!&drdshrp Protn Scnt to Comrtl.c ucN€$s cor'spondcnL l\l ch 5 l0l{
h(n,/wnenscncss org, Ac*ss.d on M.y lE 201'(

' As rpoud Saudr $omd I sP.2k Arab N.ss f.brue5 l00t 
^cesscd 

on Juh 11 20ll
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The connnuum olwomen's tqhts n khqdom oJ Soudt Atobo tn th. conte\t ol tcpottt ond news

cvcDda) llfe Thc lcgal status of womcn appcars to be uncertarnlOne of thc most

unplcasant outcomcs ofthc prcvalcnt condrtron rppcars rn casc of marrrages

2.1.2. Early Marriagcs

As frr as the bflde s agc rs concemcd. rt dlffcrs accordmg to thc soclologlcal as \rcll as

cconomrcal conccrns pcftalnrng to thc famrly ln some famrlcs. thc women arc forced to

acccpt the old or mcntall)' drsablcd mcn as thelr h$bands Thc slmtlar klnd of casc

aftrac(cd the ancnhon of nrtlonal and rntcmatronal medra whcreb)' 'an 8 )ears old grrl

wls mrflcd to a 58 yeers old man by the fathcr who requrred the dowr, to perlorm hts

financlal rcsponsrbllrtrcs ' Anothcr casc tclls that "a drvorccd father manted o{f hrs l2

\cars old daughtcr for 80,000 rryals'slnce hls ex u'lfc had taLen charge for her

protectlon l

Thc lcgal requrremcnt ofhavmg e guerdran s conscnt ln marrlagc results m contradlcttons

of the krnd shereby thc guardlans dcsrrc to hold !he[ own dccrslons A slmllar klnd of

casc rcglstcrcd rn the documcnt. dealt wlth thc lssue whcrcb) a grrl rcfused her fathcr's

dccrsron. forcrng hcr not to marry the person shc desltcd to marr) Thc cou( came up as

the women's legal guardran rn thrs regard and ergucd ln favor of(hc womcn's conscnt l

Thc s)stem of marrmgc ln Saudr Ambra ls strongly ruled by the male members of both

famllrcs and rs vlewcd as an agrecment bch{ccn thc groom and the male guardlan of the

cxpcctcd bfldc Whtlc brrdc's conscnt ls an lmporttnt condttlon to thc marrlage her

famrll strongll prcssuflzcs hcr to marry the man of guardran's chorcc Legall) ha\tng

thc flght to dccLne thc proposcd marlagc. brrdcs wrll always havc to accept the marrta8c

unwrllnglv Funhcrmore thc younger grrl rs morc easlly forced to acccpt the marlage

contract so thc ncccsslq/ ofa grrl s approval to marnagc does not dlscouragc thc marrlage

ofmrnor grrls Accordrng to lradruonal rulcs. the marnages wcre supposcd to be ananged

bctwecn parcntal first couslns oa any of thc rclalrvcs, the malTragc partners \rcrc nol

supposed to mect onc anothcr bcfore marrragc and all ofthc arrangcments $ere madc b)

thc clders oflhe conccmed famlhes and othcr relatcd km Dlvorcc rs rclatlvel) easy for a

rRs rdh n.$ sp.!.r Jmue 9 lO I O, hflp //*** .ln!.dh @dlo t 0 O l '09leucl.,lEEll I hknl {cccsscd on Apnl I I

t0tl
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fhe contnuum ol women's nghts fi kngdom of Soud Arobo n thc co ext ol tcports ond

man, that s t\hv rcmarrragc ls common for mcn I Most ofthe cascs ln marrBge of mlnor

grrls arc caused of rcmaftlage as Saudr latr has not llm(cd thc age for manragc

Commrttce on the RIShts ofthc Ch d clarrficd that soclelly thc law does not descrrhc a

spcclfic age hmrt for marrrage 2 Rcqulrcmcnt of male guardlan s pcrmrsslon conllnc

*oman's flgtrt to go lnto marrragc contract and thc guardEn have thc abllrty to postpone

a marrragc for the acason to 8ct monc) from woman's eamtngs 
r Accordrng to CNN rn

200E, a man rn Saudr Arabra mamed ofl hls clSht )ear old daughlcr to a 47 )ears old man

to have hrs debts forgrven Hrs wlfe sou8ht a drssolutlon whlch e Saudl Arablan Judgc

rcfuscd to allorv'r Anothcr example m whrch 'Suad Abu-Da]ych"s c"pressed hcr vtews

as "three tears ago, 12 ycars old Fatrma was "sold" lnto marrlagc to a man more than

four trmes her agc Hcr fathcr berng uncmploycd and addlctcd to drugs sold hcr rnto

rcdlock for about $10.500, monc) that hc thcn used to buy hrmsell a car Youmlghtbc

askrng yourself ho\l thrs rs posslblc Thc answcr ts bccausc thcrc rs no mmlmum age of

marnagc law ln Saudr Arab11"6

Chrld marnage rs rcry common and lcgal ln thls radltlonallst Musllm countr) }\herc the

rradrtrons arc valued morc thm the law and polltlcs ls assocrated $rth lslam $hcrc thc

scholars cffcctrvcl) support thc marrlagc of mrnor grrls Thcl opposcd the resoluttons

whrch condemns thc klnd marrlagc and consldcr rt thc rlSht ofa country whethcr to allotr

earll marflages on not Tsaudl Arabra rs facrng healry prcssurc lntcmatlonall) and

rnternall) to stop thc marrlagc ofmrno. glrls but the klnd marrlagcs arc stlll practrced rn

thc socrct) because rt rn cmbcdded thcrc culturalll The absencc ofage llmlt for marrrage

glves thc po\rcr to tradrtlon to force the glrls for carly marrtage t

hrlp A$\$ ele^culu. @m'Sa-ft/SaudG&.btr hlhll'ullujunR5
r scc Colcmncnt ol SNdr Arabr.. Sc@nd P.nodrc R.pon ro tb. Comrll.. on the
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The contnuum olwomen's nghts h kngdom ol Soud Arobh h the conkxt oJ repofts ond news

Thc announccment b)'thc mln$ter ofJustlce on Aprll 14. 2009. "a neu systcm ofbllass

\ould be rmplcmcntcd to obscrvc chlldrcn would no longer bc subJcctcd to thrs abuse"

could not stop the marrta8cs ofmlnor glrls as sevcral chrld marnages havc occurred alter

thatstatcmentSomecascsarc"mNaJran.atJycaJsoldgrl*asmarrlcdofftoamanln

hrs 50s Everyonc rn the famlly opposcd thc marrEgc but thc fathcr allowed lhc marnage

for lhe causc to buy a car by uslng hls daughtcr's doury" ln enothcr casc. a shellhqas

forced to marry a l0 ycars old grrl to a pcrson of 3{ ycars old, other stor}' ls of the

marnage of 12 )ears old grrl wlth a marnlSe officral hrmsclf I

lntcrnatronal mcdra have covcrcd a numbcr ofcascs ofchlld maroagc lnonecase'thc

mother of a 12 year old glrl that was marrlcd to an 80 year old man aslcd the couns to

annul thc manrage on grounds ofrapc"l but thc casc was solvcd by the wlthdra\!al ofgrrl

slatrng that shc approvcd thc marrragc rn "fihal respcct to hcr fathcr and obedlence to hrs

\rrsh'r Another casc dcscnbcs that _a court ln Unlaza malntalncd the marrlage of an 8

ycar old grrl to a 60 year old man on thc cond(lon that the mamage ls not consummatcd

untll shc reachcs pubcrty"l

Thc c\tent to whlch a woman contrlbutcs m declsrons wlth rcspect to her o*n marnage

rc|cs on hcr fam y s prcfcrcnccs and hcr agc, socral and profcsslonal clrcumsanccs onc

cxamplc rs. 'an erght ycar old grl made hcadhnes by sccurng a dlvorce from her 50 ycrr

old husband. a marrragc brokcrcd by hcr fathcr to scttlc old dcbts"J slnce thcrc ts no law

to s(op chlld mafitage rn thc country6 As accordlng to scholars of Hanball school of

thought thet a guardlan \Iho ts thc fathcr or Srandfathcr ofa mrnor or vlrgln Slrl rs frcc

to approvc a marrlagc for hls ward *lthout hcr consultatlon '7A fatlva by sherkh Saleh al-

,Emd^lNrlj&,rrssuUlcgdrns.ud,Ar r..chrldmdrasc vol lo ?0ll saudrmhcr blogspol com lz_\cr_

old md.d ofrto l0-!.d{ld
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rhe contnuum oJwomcn't nghts n khqdom of SouAArobto n lhe contert olrcpotts and ncws

fawzan supports thc marrragc of mlnor grls wlth the statcmcnt that fa(hcrs ma! arrange

marragcs for therr daughters cvcn rf thcy arc ln lhc cradle. thc onl, condltlon rs thal the

marrlcd couplc cannot consummatc thc marrlagc untll she has rcachcd puben) As

farqas consrdcred es the la* of thc coun!r], thc mcntloned fatlva rmpllcs that chrld

marrragc rs authontatrvcly approvcd b) thc admrnrstratlon Morcover. the malrragc of

grrls agcd t€n and abova rs approved by fatwa ofthe Cr.nd Muftr 1 Thrs fat$a drd not set

a mrnrmum agc ofmanragc It sanctroned malrregc at rgc tcn. but drd not dlsallo1l carlrer

marragc Such fetuas allow thc practrcc ofchlld marrlagc to contlnuc and thousands of

Saudr Arabran grrls arc marrrcd offa! a voung age ln 2012 alonc. there havc bcen 5 522

cases oflounB mafiragcs wcrc obscrvcd ln 2012 r

Thc financral rncentrvcs arc consldcrable whrch causes the chtld marrtagc ln rural areas

Man) famrlrcs rn nrral arcas mlght choosc to marry off thetr gtrls for the sal\c og

marflagc glft from thc groom r

Duflng the recent fcw )cars, thc agc drffcrencc berwecn lhc marrrege panners has be.n

Srvcn rmportance ln tcrns of covcragc on medla so as to appnse thc gencral publlc as

wcll as thc lntcmatlonal trcatrcs dcahng wrth the human rrghls. pz(rculerl) chlldrcn (

flghrs to whlch thc Krngdom rs a srgnator, Thc rcsoh,rtrons on chrldren s rtghts define

lhe chrld as any pcrson undcr lhc ag€ of l8 Artlcle 162 ofthe Conrentton on thc

Elrmrnatron of All Forms of Dlscnmlnatron agarnst Womcn" statcs lhat Thc marrlaBc

ofa chrld shall havc no lcgal effect and all ncccssar) achon lnclud,ng legrslatron. shall be

talcn to spccrfy a mlnrmum agc for marrragc and to mlkc thc regtstra(ton of mtrtagcs In

an omcral rcgrslr,v compulsory " Nadye Khahfc5, srlggcstcd that thc admrntstralron

should legall.'- sct a mrnrmum agc for marragc Shc sard 'Workrng from a human rrghts

frame*orl. *e bclrcvc that carly marrragc has ncgahve consequenccs on chlldren.

cspeclall) grrls bccausc rt affccts thcrr hcalth. cducatron. l(eracy and cconomrc

{n8us M! Dos lll -d Sumncr Clcnc F'ghls s.udr Bd to BaCh'ld Mmalc u.llsu..rlduh.l lu\19 l0lI
h(p onlmc \sJ corrdrclc/S R I O00l ,ll,l05l I I I m16156015 ?6,1?10l l90ll9ll6J hlml 

^cces\.d 
on \lzch l7 llrll
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The connnuum ofwom.n's nghts nkngdom ol sou& Arobo n the contert olrcpotts ond n.u,!s

cmpowermcnt slllls Thc reason wc focus on glrls ls becausc lt ts prrnclpall) glrls Eho

arc marned offat a loung age "l

Earl) mar agcs c\trcmcly affcct thc grrls mcdtcally as rt 'run a vcry htgh rlsk of

compLcalrons rn pregnancy and chrldbrth comparcd'w(h oldcr adolesccnts" 2 Accordrng

to thc mlnrstry of hcalth. tccnagc prcgnancy ma) bc a factor bchlnd thc hlSh matcmlt)

mortxllq rare of 12 pcr 100 000 Lvc brths ln 2006 "r Rtght to cducatlon rs also affected

b) the krnd marrragc. soclal conncctrons atc betng restrtctcd bccausc of a numbcr of

responslbllrtlcs. emotronal colscqucnces arc also nohceablc and the study b1 UNICEF

places them at slgnrficant flsk of domcstlc vrolencc a Early mamagcs arc cndurcd ln

Saudl Arabla for qu(c a long trmc h.vmg advcrsc soclal, phlsrcal. mcntal and economlc

cffccts The admrnrstranon rs bcrng prcssunzcd tntcmal and mtcmatronally to ellmtnate

chrld marflage by l,mltlng thc mlnlmum age A htcst movemcnt b) .Sal /./.r/t

]lagazmc openlt condemncd chrld memegcs and was up hcld evcn b] Saudr royal

famrly But rt rcsults onl) to put a spacc for .gc onto marnage ccnrficatc 
5

Jamcs I-]nch. Amncsty's Mrddlc East prcscnter sLrted hts unccrtarnt) regardln8

clrmmahon ofcarly manlagcs as

-But untll \+e sec actual lcgrslahon and ho$ lt's

i\ords. $c $lll contlnuc to hevc senous conccms

early and forccd marrrage" 6

rmplemcnled, rather than merely fine

about lack of protectron for Srls from

2.1.3. Employmcnt issues

Employmcnt of women rs lnothcr rssue whrch drrcctly lnd rndrrectly cffcctcd b] the

slstcm of (nale guardlanshrp ln thc statc Saudr socrety bchcves that the naturc of women

rs drffcrcnr rn relatron to that of men, for tha! rcason thcy are allowcd to uork $ hrch rs

surtable to therr nrturc Thls rs thc rcason, \lomcn are offcacd somc specrfrc lobs Thc

rhtrp ,rr1$r .nsedopmon @m!OI I \lO nl'clb htn^c@sed on Mech 21 20ll

I Chddl!l!m.gc Crh l4 rnd YourBd .r Rrk ' Inrcmaronol Wonren s I l..lrh Cod rron
hna, r*1\ rshc orgind.\ php,op(ronam @n(.nla6Lnrcr&rd-l,lEl&lr.md-619 Accc$cd on tcb:l .1011I HczlLh Ddrcztors 1005-1006 NlhEEy ol Hc.lfi of Saudr Arabr
hllp //w! moh gov s./sl.r rstrcs/St.l B[] 126/odrclors htII, Asc$cd Ju. 16, 201 4I Su.dAbu-Dr!\ch B I sNdr Ar.bi.rd chrld mm.ect M.v19 2011
'Fnrm,Al N.lj hssl l l.tal n Stud' Ar$ra chrldtureE.,\'ol L0 20ll saudrdbcr bloCsFn com, \.ccsscd

r' Nrq csmonrtor com/lqeroprcEl acs+Lt nch

5t



The con nuum oJ\r/om.n's flghts tn kngdon olSoudt Atobo n the contett ol.epofts ond news

concept that \\omen should work m thcrr scpftatc sphercs whcrc !he) cannot bc scen b\

strange men ls shll domlnant The law demands a gurrdlan's pcrmrssron from woman tf

the tlpe of qork ls no! "dccmcd approprmtc for a uoman". for c\amplc, to Norl rn a

rural area a uoman has to bc rccompanred a man who pcrforms as hcr guardtan Thc

obllSahon of genders scgrcgatron rcsulted ln lncqurt) ln emplolmcnt Thc rmposed

segrcgatlon of genders hzs hmtted thc opportunltrcs for women to work- as thc maJor(\

of $omen employcd to work ln statc's segrcgat€d cducatron slstcm or tn medlcal

scrvrces Consrde ng thc obstacles women face wlth legal guardBnshtp system. tt ls no

wonder that Just 5 pcrcentlof thc workforcc ls fcmalc Saud, women cannot stud)

engrncenng, Iau. or Joumalsm Accordng to the htcst officul figurcs 499% of the

Saudr populatron rs fcm zlel znd barely 21"/o of rhem contnbutc to the socral development.

because rt ls soclally unacceptable for \romcn to worl tn ficlds othcr than teachng and

mcdrcrner Althor.rgh womcn account for Just ovcr half thc school and unllersrr\

populatron. govemment polcy and socral tradlhon scvcrcly lmlt thelr employment

opportunrtrcs { Womcn dcemcd unplcasant as workcrs for reasons that thc companles

hlvc to arrangc separatc servrccs for thc Bomen md thcll lack ofabtltB to tntcract \\lth

othcr groups r+ rthout l male rcprcscntattve ln addltlon. women nced to bc transportcd b\

dflvcrs. \rhrch can end up ln grcat cost for the emplolers

Somc Saudr *nters condcmn thc rdca of Saudt womcn's cmplolment Thc one ls Scudt

physrcraD and wfltcr Muhammad Alt al Bar \\rotc tn hrs book Amal al Nfara a fi el

Mzan (198-{) that thc partlctpatron of Saudt \+omcn tn thc economlc \\orld utll

clentually destroy the cnnry of thc famll) as thc) $lll havc to bc a$a) from thclr

husband and chlldrcn all the day 5 Souhclla Zctn AIAbedeen shares Al Bar's vrc$ about

the partrclpatlon o[ !romcn n rhc labor markct Shc condcmns rotallv thc ldea of}\omen

r D.lr Nlomd. .nd Imd M Wrll ChdE.s n S.nd' Anb'r lncr.6c \r'ohetr's tulhts, PDS Nc{s tour
Notchbcr I l0lI -hEp //s\a pbs oryncrshou/c\8./Ic.,oEvqoddjulv-d.cl ltaudp II4Ihkr > Acesedon

': ll..lrh bdrc.ror 2005-1006 d.$Ey ol h..lu of Szudr AJ$ra
hlLp //sw moh tov s./sr.t lrcs/sr2r_bl I 4 26l'ndEab^ nh A@css.d on tun. I I 20 I ,1

r 
Vrdye srgr C & R.r D S.udr som.n docroG lcndcr ud c{.cN qnhD \r.,habrc Islem &Lj a sc{.mzcd \.rt

.ulturc l,lunkn . 
'rudr.s 'nr.m.uon.l 

lorun 200a D )ot-EOr' rtrrnr.omne'ol,onem.s.Jdr t.ht" llmanEhEenu.l.epon :007
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gomg to norl. cspcclally lf rt rs ln a mlxcd envlronmcnt I Ltkcwtsc Ahmad Muhammad

Jamal. a promhent Saudl scholar, and wntcr condemn thc rdea ofpa(lclpatlon ofwomen

ln thc labor markct as rt prcvcnts them from tekng carc of thclr famlltcs Accordlng to

hrm. rlomen should work only rn thc ficlds of tcachlng. nursrng, and mcdrcal carc lBut

some ofthem arc rn the faror ofwomen cmpoucffncnt as some Saudr hbcral mcn opcnll

condcmn the systcm of guardlanshrp Dr Abdullah Al-Fawzan3 argucd for "rcthrnkmg

thc currcnt statutcs and passrng laws that prcvent Saudr mcn from domrnatrng uomen,

whrch would clcar thc way for womcn to plal'a morc v(al aolc ln the economy '' Hc also

stated 'rhe admrnrstratllc md leSrslatlve framcwork rn Saudr Arabra $as dcslBncd to

empowcr mcn Wc llv€ rn a patnarchal socrcty. and so thc Sovemmcnt should suppo(

Ac(uelly the reasons bchrnd the systcm of guardranshlp accordrng lo *estcmer's pornt of

vrcw arc onc ofthc rcasons ls thc govcmmcnt's concem to do so conscnatrve gcnder

rdcology promotcd b) thc Councrl of Scnlor Ulama has broad publlc attentlon and thc

gender rs a cfltlcal tool for thc country admrnrslratron ln managlng polrtrcal and cconomlc

challcngcs 5 Wcst sccs thc govcmrhcnt cndervors to strcnglhcn womcn's cmplolmcnt arc

amblguous as glvlng comfon to those \rho bchcve that *omcn should stay at homc as

\\ell as to thosc $ho demand the nght to pursuc economrc rndcpcndcnce' Somc rntcmals

share therr v,ews regardrng govcrnment role are Dr Nadre Baeshcnr commenlcd on

obstacles faced by busrncsswomen m the country as ''dcsprte thc ordcrs from the

Mlnrstry of l,abor, many govcmmcnt offices have falled to provrdc scparate sectlons so

that womcn can conduct thelr buslncss wrthout mrddlcmcn i Hoda al-Gcresre scnt an

opcn lettcr to Kmg Abdullah opposlnB thc gu&dran svst.m by argxrng \hc Cablnet

dccrslon 120/2004, \lhrch addrcsscs some aspccts ofuomcn s lndcpendencc. has strll not

I al Abcdcen lglr p 80

3 
A x,crolog\ p.olcssor.l KDB saud Un'\.RrN

Llcmor Ahdella Do@lo, Womcn &d Wort rn s.udr &!br. Ho* Flcvblc Ar. Isldc MdEos" Ilddlc Fa(
JoJhJ, Ntr,jJt. tar ltuutur. St.btc . vot ri tooe p 56!-rEl
r \mr. K.ll\ & Juh. Brcdrn q'od.n 
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been rmplemcnted Thc decrce, passcd thrcc ycars ago, arms to facrlrtate employmcnt for

women. and lncludes provlsrons open,ng uomen's centcrs to safeguard women agalnst

abusrve legal guardrans 'l Shc crtrczed the rntcrfcrcncc o[ govcmment that obstructs

womcn to gct permrts foa ,"a,ous acnu,t,aa '

Bccausc ofgender segregatlon systcm, banks wcre operatcd for women only, whrch heve

mcreased the opporfunrtres for womcn uork 3 But womcn !s potentlal contrlbutors to the

labour forcc are srll [cglcctcd Two marn rcasons contflbut€ to thls ncghgencc the

slrong tradrllonal bchcf about womcn's pnmary rolc and \romen s lacl of finrncral

nced 
{ A decrslon was madc by councrl of mlnlstcrs rn 2005 to cxpand lhc opponunrtres

for $omen NorL Rcsolutron's scctron 8 spccrfies that only \romcn wrll \rork rn malls

that deal \\rth women s product but thesc cfforts were blocked by rchgrous authofltrcs 5

Thcrc has also bccn an cffort to ban thc cmployment of womcn as cashrcrs ln shopprng

malls on the basrs of falwa lssucd by thc councll of scnlor ulaml that prohrblts women

from workrng rn mrrcd spaces 
6 As the govcrnmcnt dld not cstabhsh any lmplcmentlng

authorrty to cxecute thc rcsolutlon, thc rcsolutron was ncvd put lnto force 7 Labor

mlnlstr) ot Saudr Arabra allo$cd \ omcn for ,l\ork rn nomcn's supples stores several

vcars a8o but remarns deterrcd

Commerclal llccnses for busrncsscs wcre banncd for womcn by the Mtntstr) of

Commcrcc rn 1995 I womcn's contflburron rcmalns loi\ m thc labour markct. throughout

thc hrston 
q 

Approxrmatc populatlon of 8 4 mrlllon rvomen \rho arc ofworklng agc, onh

about l5oz arc employcdlo end Women rn thc labor forcc had an uncmplolment rate of

L 
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I 
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332pcrcenlnearl)fivctrmcsthatofmcnrlnsprteofthcfactthatfcmalestudcntsrrerc

pcrmrttcd to stud) Ilw ln 2006, fcmalc lawycrs were prohrbrtcd from Practrclng lt lcBall)

Jusucc mrnrstD contrnuousl) forbrds uomcn lawycrs from gcttln8 llccnscs to pcrform

thcrr dut) r But now a day, *omcn latrlcrs lrc allo\\'cd to work rn lau firms $rth the

condltlon to perform ln womcn scctronsr and somc othcrs arc allo\\cd 10 dcal wlth cascs

rn courl on thc bchalf of other *omen as lcgal rcprcscntatrvcs. bul not ofllcrall, as

lauyersr ln 2OlO, thc Saudt govcmmcnl olficrally announccd lts plan to'rcform lhe

coun slstem bt pcrmrttrnS fcmalc lawlers to arguc cascs on dtvorcc. chlld cuslod) rnd

othcr famrll related rssucs ln speclal couns as lewycrs't but the Lrnd courts are slrll not

fully dcvelopcd 6 
Bccausc of ctclusron of womcn from workforcc, Saudr Arabla ha]( lhe

lo\\cst rates ofwomcn cmploymcnl rn the $orld So, ln 200'1. the LlnSdom *as ranlcd b1

unrted Natlons as 74th out of 75 countncs for gcndcr empo*crmcnt 
7 saudr \omen

represent lust -l pcrccnt of the lout labour forcc and l0 7 pcrccnt of thc Saudt labor

forcc !

As for thc )oung womcn. rn a scx scgrcSalcd soclcry thcrr Job oppoiun(les arc fe$ e

Saudr women pla] a hrghly rcstrtctcd rolc ln lhc cconomlc lrfc ofthe llngdom Thrs can

be attflbutcd to purrtanlcal attrtudc whtch frown upon thc cmploymen! of tromcn- not

becausc ofanl rcltgrous rnJunctlon agatnst such emplolmcnt. but rather becausc ofihe

desrrc to malntaln stnct scgrcgltlon ofthe sc\€s As a rcsult. emplolment oppo(unltlcs

e\lst for uomen prrmarrll rn thc areas of educatlon and medlclnc Accordlng to World

L 
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S,AMA Fon\ Nbfi Annud R.po( l0ll
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BanL s data. '\romcnrs economlc actlvlty ratc ls lot\ at 19 pcrccnt 'l Unlted Natlon s

rcport savs "rn cstlmatcd 70 pcrccnt ofworllng women arc emlgrant fcmalc worl.ers "r

Womcn rn thc workforcc arc conccnfiatcd matnly rn thc educatton sector 
I The countn

rcpo( to thc Norklng Sroup on thc "Unlvcrsal Pcnodlc Rcvlc* (UPR)" contends thzl

Saudr *orLrng women amount to 50 per cent of thc number of male *orkers I NGO

figurcs are much lower 5 Low contrtbuhon ofwomen rn thc labor forcc rs crcdlted to the

drspanty of cducatlon and work oppoltun,h€s and rcstncttons stemmlng from the set up

of male guardlanshlp Thc casc ofLulwa Abd al-Rahman. avrctrm of malc guardranshrp

\as rcportcd b! 'Frnancral Trmcs" as "her fathcr rcJccted hcr surtors, thcn lvlthdrawn hrs

permrssron for hcr to worl( ln 1 banL, lockcd hcr ln homc and bcat hcr Whcn shc

appcaled ln coun to rcmovc thc guardl.nshlp over hcr. thc ludgc ordercd hcr to retum to

hcr father's homc'6 Islarnrc law grants *omen the rlght to ot\n and managc thclr

propcrty and othcr asscts, mcludrng rcal estrtc. thc mahr, nhcrttance. lnvestmcnts. and

camed lncomc ln plactlce, lvomcn's ablllry' to managc thclr own asscts and to cam an

lncomc are restrctcd b) a combrnahon of socral customs and rcl,gtous values that havc

be.n lncorporated mto the klngdom's commcrctal rcgulattons. codcs of pubhc conducl

and the mrnds of thc burcaucrats who admrmstcr thcm Gcnder scgrcgatlon In thc

workplace. govcrnment mlnlstlles and o{ficcs, rctarl cstabllshmcnts, hotcls. rcstaurants

rccrcatronal facrlrtres, end banks grcatlt'affccts womcn's ablhty to managc and make usc

ofther o\\n asscts Untll2005 a women could not legally obtarn a commcrctal ltccnse for

a busrness wlthout provrng first that shc had hrcd a malc manager. and shc necdcd

pemtssron from hcr guardran to go m[o busrncss or takc out a bank loan 7

L \\orld bdl cenral dx.bs. (S.prcmb.r 20OE)

'Un,r"a N.unnr ArabL. Mrllcnn,um DcvclopnenL Go.ls rcporr on rhc K,ngdom ol s2udr turbra tu\adh
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A small number of Saudr womcn hold execuhvc posrtlons ln pfl\'ate sector firms.

busrnesses and rntematlonal organ,zatrons' The spccrfic nature ofthc Saudr socleq lct

the uork o[ qomen 1o bc conccntratcd rn thc ficlds of educatron. hcalth and somc fields

ofsocral care 
I In fact. g3%o ofthe fcmalcs who graduated fiom unlicrsrles rn thc last

dccadc had degrees rn cducatron md teachlnS or human scrences 
I In contrast, fields such

as screncc and technology. cnglncerng and agflculturc arc prcdomlnantly malc ficlds

Thls bras rn spccralrzatron. as dcmonstratcd by the hrgh concentrauon of women rn

cducatron and mcn m scrcnc€ and cngrnecflng rs not onl, m Saudr Arabla. rt rs also found

rn othcr Arab and Muslm countncs but not as hrgh as rn Saudt Arabra lt could be

ettnbuted 10 cultural rcstnchons. based on thc expected rolc of women ln socret\, In

mant'Arab and Muslrm countfles. teachlng ls percelved as a female tob and. rn [act. a

socral extensron of a woman's rolc as a mother and a wlfc I

Saudr Arabla hrs the lowcst fcmale cmploymcnt ratc than that ofanl counrrl Thc rhrce

nccessan cond(lons ofnccd, abrlrtl. and opportunlty are not met Although thcre lras a

nced for *orkers, largc numbcrs of forcrgn *orkcrs r*erc financed evcn though thts \\as

recognlzed as a socral and nahonal problcm 5 
Saud,zahon, a pohc) lntendcd to enhancc

thc emplo)mcnt of natronals, ls supposcd to bc addrcssrng thrs problem. but othcr

pollcrcs and prlctlces that shape womcn's [ves are also obstructlng Saudtzahon

'Saudrzatron'of cenarn yobs for womcn also has becn legrslatcd ard attemptcd \lrth

mr\ad succcss. as rn the cilsc of rcqr:rnng fcmalc salcspcrsons lor Lngcrte and tratnlng

Saudr \omcn as houscmrrds In thcse cescs. thcJobs alrcady cust The challcngc Les rn

findrng Saudr r,romcn who are Falned and wllltng to do thcm. as wcll as tn crcatng c

soclal and cultural cnvrronment that accepts women workrng ln thcsc Jobs Gtlcn thc

prcsencc of more than I 5 mrlhon forctgn femalc domcstrc scrvanrs ln Saudr Arabta.

some belrcve that Saudrzatron of the domcstlc scrvant lndustry ts clhcal to rcduclng

U lcd Nrrrons Ar.bE Mrllcinrun Dcvclopmcnr Goals rcpod on th. (F8dom ofsaudr Ar.b,r tu\idh
tr0l
- Dr Abdul R.lh& bn Abdullah d-shak^r 'D.vclopn.nt ol Bolchmdr slzrulcs ad adlmrk2tron rn SJudr
Aohrr rsrd.J 'on.l0l2 p 260
'Al Munllcd lecT ]006

' Shcnh Zuhu Nrrddle Easl n fom Saudr ,{rabr Lrbra,} ot ConSrcss C.lalo8,nC u-Publrcar on D.u
cbool\ $Tr\ abc{lo com
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forergn rcmrttances. dcpcndcnce on foretgn labor. and resolvhg thc hlSh rates of

uncmplo)ment among Seudr womcn Noncthcless, thcrc ls a vcry strong lllehhood thal

womcn s status ln the country rs Solng to change duc to thc frcquent vtlatlons ln

dcmographrc and cconomrc ncccssltrcs wrthln lhc Klngdom I Howcvcr, major challcnges

rcmarn rncludrng ovcrcomrng soclal shgmas agalnst bluc collar work, malntalnlng Sendcr

segrcgalron and rcsolvrng transponatton lssucs. such as b)' provrdlng prlvalc compan)

transpoftauon or dcveloprng a nanonal pubhc transportetlon s)stem At pr€scnt. *orlug

women remarn dcpcndcnt on elther malc famlly mcmbers or a hlrcd drlvcr to 8et them 10

lrork and back In addrtron, Lkc thcrr Westcm counterparts- Saudr *omen struSglc $rth

the balancc bctwcen chrldcarc. canng for €lderly parents arld tn lews. and othcr fcmrly

and homc rcsponslbrllhcs vcrsus Job requrrcmenb 2 lt ls truc that numirlng thc ncw

gencrahon ls thc hlghcst duty of Muslm women. rt ts also truc that th€rc are numcrous

flclds of pLrbLc lrfe whcrc women can be allowed to partlctpatc wtthrn the scope of the

Shafl ah. thus honormg thcm and acknowlcdgrng therr rolc rn butldtng soclct) I Halfa Al-

Kaylanra statcd "whcn women prospcr. famrllcs and communtttcs prosper Educanonal

attalnm€nt rs thc ke]'to emPowcrment and \romcn can bc thc cnglnes of change and

dcvclopment Shc sard *c Lvc ln a world wllhou[ bordcrs. and thc Arab world ls at thc

hcan ofthe globalEcd cconomy Arabs arc cxpecled to \rork hard and strllc to negotratc

wlth partncrs across borders to establlsh thcrr rolc tn the global vtllage For uomen to

taLc part m thrs transformatlon. they necd to mastcr buslness and rnformatron tcchnoloS\'

to spca[ to thc Tvorld "5 Thcy arc also m nccd of thc pafttctpatton In polhcal s)stcm of

the country to cope wrth thc modcm polltrcal challcngcs ls faccd by them

2.1.4. Right to Yotc

Saudr Arabra rs onc of thc threc count es wherc thc pol,tlcal parttclpatlon of women ts

zero 6 In Fcbruar)' 2005 countr)'s first clccttons. $omen wcre nol allo\\cd to rotc or run

\bu N6r N Julmdu' Lhou^ bd H AzB Bcrlm \r'omcn Emplo\m.nl md D€\eloPmcnl rn lh. Ar.b qorld

Moulon Publrshers 2012r'Th. Kogdom dl Seudr kibra l9?9 2OO9 Lvolulron of. ?nool Sktc Mrddlc Easr In urc vrc{lohN
s$* mcr cdu {ces*d onhlv 7 2013
' PcrrLoN lorRcaom rn Seudr Arab[' Hmd tuC]B \\rrch Mtr I99l p 60
r toundcr ed ch.e{rson olfic LIK bscd Ar.b Inlcm.trond ll omcn s forun

" urusmmn. supra nore o .t 16 T.bl.5 R.nlh8s by subrnd.\ 2012 '
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for rt as a candrdatc 
I Thc admtntstratlon bcglns llstlnS thc candldatcs and votcrs records

for thc prcparatron ofthrs first clcctron ln klngdom s hrstol_! but rt was not for lromen Lr

Ccn AL al-Qahtanr2, confirmcd thc pa(rclpatlon of prlsoncrs rn electton end Secrctao of

Rrledh crt) prrncc Abdul Azrz Brn Muhammad al_Muqarran sard thet "womcn are not

allo!red ro vote or nomrnatc thcmsclvcs for the elcchons but thclr pa(lclpallon ln thc nc\l

elcctrons rn four years rvrll bc drscusscd r Maln factors bchrnd thc c\clusron of\\omen

from clcctrons (a) that loo mllny womcn $crc unavarhblllt) ofrdent() cards bccausc of

thc farlurc to tulfill photograph rcqutrcmcnt and thc lacl of arren8emcnls for female and

thc othcr reason *as the protcst ofconscrvatrvcs agalnst thclr panlclpatlon t

Prrnce Navef5 ctpressed that 'thc count+ had no nccd ofuomcn VPs or clcctrons "6

LrLclrrse. durrng thc clcctlons that wcre hcld ln 2005. as womcn !rcre tnformcd on sho(

notrce. thus thc decrsrons wcrc postponcd. clcctrons that were supposcd lo bc held rn

2009 wcre nor organzcd by thc officrals' Evcn though munlclpal clectrons lrcrc

schcduled to bc hcld rn 2009. Admrnrstratlon agaln falled to facrlltatc wom€n for

etcctlons aftcr gcttrng sr\ ycars to ge! rcad) lnd authorltlcs announccd that clcctlons

\\ould bc postponcd for an addrhonal two lcars 
I On Scptcmbcr 29, 201 l. thc state held

clcctrons on the basrs of nonparty and 285 scats wcrc for munrcrpal councrls bu1 $omcn

r\crc not rtlo\\cd to Jorn tt 
e Thc plan to lncludc *omen rn country's pol(rcal llfc resuhs

rnto farlure of rmplcmcntlng lt ln thls modcm cra All stcps to changc thc s(ua(ton of

!romcn rn thc statc faced strong rcslstancc from strong rcllglous cstabllshmcnt l'r l\'alnl!

' iJzb Rclom Bu letrn I O.tob.. ?00,1
- lh. Dtrcctor ol P soN F Rrl.dn d..
'^'rbn.sscom Nolcmb.r 2l l0o4
' zuhur Mrddlc lar D FdBSaudrtu br1p69
' ,nl.iror mrn*tcr ol SNdr Ar.bre dd hdl-b.othcr of KIna AMullun ati.N ds hc blcJhc \ccond d'lutr pnmc

mrnsr, boo\rna hE ch&ccs for d. sucess'on
' \lrl Irm Fcm.l. Srudr arb'e mrnrl.ls fV sl&cc conlou.ts n!h6.dtocatcs
htrp '\1$ thcEudd,t com \orld40094udot^.udL&abre_tcmnc'hrn rst cle\ rsron A!c'\scd on Ju' 6 l0 I 1

'\.{rn. Malll\ s.udr A..b!.sslo$ prog.ss on *om.\ nthls
hup / $1\\ lhcpe'ir.n co@o.mcntrsftc.2ol Lrcp/l5,s.uduabrr{\omn{r8ns 

^cccscd 
on \.pr l0 l0ll

" Abdul-Rm.d \hrnc.n Saudr  n.lrsls H.rl Poslponcrcnl ol El.cuons Cull N.$s
hnp ,lullncss cotu n.$.!ul0s.udr -sabr rsDdlodlsls-h.rl_poslFnc accc$cd on t.b I I l0l l
' Comrn rcnon."n hm n!,hts pncx(s for 2Ol I thrl.d Sl.t s Burc.u ofd.hocra* hu rr !,hts ad l'hdl
'^bdul  7E  l.ll.E wonen p.nropelron n s.ud, tuabr s pollrcal r.2 l? o.robcr l0ll pl

hnt 'srudrcs alpccr.ncl Acc.ss.d on M{ch I 2013
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the obJcctrons camc from tradrtlonal ulcma. thc rcllglous scholars 
1 Thc Arabs of Mrddlc

East arc focusrnS on polltrcal rmprovcment so ln rcsponse thcy trc faclng stIong crlttclsm

both mtcmall) and c\tcmally Onc ofthesc countncs becomrng pomt focus ofatrcntlon rs

Saudr  rabra prrtlcularl) \'lth rcspect (o womcn s polltrcal rlghts Alicr bcmg fall to

gl\e pollncal nghts to \\omcn rn 2011, thc Ktng announced that $omcn *ould be

permlttcd to partlcrpate rn thc upcomlng elecuons of20l5

Pcoplc ofother countncs commcnted that rt rs unbchcvablc that therc c\lst some naoons

stlll depnvrng womcn fiom thcrr basrc rlght r

a.evrew based on th. news of BBC rs provded here descnbrng that when the Consultatrvc

Councrl confirmcd rhc clccron rn thc month ofOctobcr 2003. no cflterra \\as stat€d lor

thc panrcrpants so somc *omen stood up to pa(lclpatc as candrdates 
I ln response to a

questlon about rvomln's partrclpahon m clcctlons prrncc Nayef bln Sultan sard on

October 11,2004 "t don't lhrnk that womcn's parhclpatron rs possrble " The reasons

c\cludlng \\omcn from the sard clcctlon tvcre lack of staff and facllltLcs to malntarn

\\omen onl) pollrnS statrons, rcglstratron ccntcrs and unavrllabrhq of rdcnlrt, cards for

oomen' Br mcntlonlng the reason based on logrcs as opposcd relrgrous reasons agarnst

$omen's rnvohemcnt. he has grvcn thc frccdom to Bomcn to takc pzrt rn future

elecoons 5 Mrnrstry ofjustrcc sccms as rn favour ofwomcn's flghtlo vote lt ls rcponed

that a spoLcsperson sald

'There s no rcason to stop thcm from partrcrpatrng rn thc electrons Trends comrng frorn

thc Wcst $hlch arc bencficral and do not contradrct our laws and rc[gron should not bc

banncd *

Saudl Arabra had t2kcn steps for bettcrmcnt of thc systcm but regardlcss of bcrnS allo\ed

to Jorn clcctlons, thc country's stnc! gcndcr segregauon rulcs and domrnant tradluons

slopped women 80 forward but hopplng good for future clectlons to be hcld rn 2015

I Naw2l Obard Cl. crl Hurdl.s lo S.udr R.fom' , U Ahrnlron PosL \lach 9, 2004
rcmdr C Bu\s &d sr.phe. Nl-urb.. "lsr.fom.r.alrry forsomd rn sodr Ar.br.r
htrp ,ws 6hr orgicomrlrcs/somcn/ncs slcrcrzol l/06 Aces.d on Apnl 2. 20 I l
\s* bh( (om neq r/blot!-Dcs s-6om{lss hcE.'14 5071 I r 

^@!cd 
on ApIl 5 l0l4

'hup ncqr hhc !o Jt 2/hr tuddlc rdl^?la42n im 
^ce$.d 

on Mr! 20 201{J uomcn Shut Our of UponMg Seudrvo(. Assoc'alcdPrcss Acesscd on Oclobcr ll 201,1

"Olr Dccchbcr il. 2004
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2.2. To what extent rre these rcports based on facts?

Arab crvrhzatron has rts ongm that go back to trme when the btnh of a female

chrld was not acceptable rncldcnt Srnce then wlth a vcn llmrted perlod of30 lears r e

the Crlphatcs pc od. Arab socrcty r€turncd back to thclr old trlbal customs lnd no\t the

people partlcularly woman ls somchow deprrvcd of thelr cvcrlastlng rrghts Consent to

mar age. propeny. rnherrtancc, nght to run busrncss and travclng from onc plece to

othcr. \rere thc ssucs scltled by our Holy Prophct jf* 1431 )cars before but thc

menhoncd rssues wcrc rcborn rn most rcccnt 200 years

Nlcehng held rn 1974 b) Thc lraqr Ba th parq"r dcclarcd that 'Ihe brcl$ardncss of

Arab nomen rn socral. cconomrc and cultural fields rs nou onc of lhc most senous

obstructlons ln the path of thc modcm Arab rcnatssance'2 Saudr Arabra arrrved rn the

I98Os wrth a more complcx socrety, rcady to bcncfit from thc products ofdevclopmcnt at

all socral and cconomlc lcvcls wrth the dctcrmlnahon to safcguard thc natton s rcltglous

and socral customs I Thrs stablhty bctw€en the two has not bccn cas) to kcep up.

part,cularly \rth rcgard to \!omcn s partlcrpatron As soclal changc ls vrtal for thc

renarssancc of socret!. so thc 'frccdom of[omcn becamc the purPosc as tlcll as the

focus oflhrs changc The frecdom of*omcn ts examlncd rn thc conte\t ofthc llbcrahon

of the entlrc soclet) Thc advanccd lrberatcd soclcty ls lncomplcte or lmperfcct lfltdoes

not deal wrth the subJect ofwoman's hbcratlon'

Ihat rs the reason when dlscrrssrng Saudl Arebta. rntcmatlonal tcports and rnvestrgatlon

and crrtrcs usualll rarscs the subJcct ofSaudr womcn berng deprlved oftherr rtghts the)

arc subJugatcd and thcy necd hclp to kccp them safe [n fact thesc reports and studlcs are

composcd as per thc wcstem vrcw of human rrghts that thcy bclleve arc su(abl€ for all

Ilrzb Al-tsr alh Al- Arabi Allshulli , 
^l-Ba.lhorD.zlhmc 

n! t.nlr\o!c'or rcsurcctron ehrch r d
rdcolo$ mr\rng Ar$ n ond'sl P&-Ar.brI! ^r.b 

socrdrted &n-np..rdslDt r.s6 Brlhrm c.lls lor
ur6c.uon ot thc Aran world rnro r s'ngl. $1. ks oono "Untlr Lrbcn, Socrdsfr rcaes lo arrb unrly, and

ncdom lrom non Ar.b @nEol ed 'nt.ricE.er,\nal shrqr thc prctrcss of qomcn n Ir.q', 2012 p 5
rilutcnc Sumer Sco( Polnc:l AdrpBnon rn S2trdr &lhra A Studv ol thc Cou nctl oa MDrttl ' \r'.st \ P* Pr.s
Bouldc! CO l9t5 pq
l Al-Rz, NlurhTd.l Al- Mr'C p 8
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natlons Unfortunatcly. that rs not flght Rcllglous. Socral. tradltlonll. and cultural !alucs

pla) a rolc ln dccldrng thc nghts end responslbllttrcs of rndlvlduals Thosc $ho prcparc

rcpons about rghts d€pflvatlon ln Seudr Arebla do not lnot! thc Saudl soclet) and

customs Thc lnrtrators ofthesc brascd rcports mlsscd thc pornt that c!er) socret) has rts

unlquc s)stcm. as such Saudr crtzcns can't adapl the $cstcm ialucs to fit thelr socrct)

Thesc peoplc should also undcrsland that lslam glvcs duc respcct to \\omen and sccurcs

thclr flghts and self-respcct as human bcrngs lt rs recognzed that therc mrght be

mrsconducts and thc) arc thc drrcct result of erroneous appllcatlon of rulcs b) somc

lgnoranr omclals Pubhc havc rssues tha! should be concentretcd and senled But farr

assessmcnt of rssucs ls nccdcd wrthout cxaggeratmg or purtlng doun lt IrI other$ords

people should examrnc lhe cntlrc crrcumstanccs to sec the real prcturc and not onl) a fcw

so called problems [nteresrs ofthe cnhrc socrct] should be consrdercd whcn dcalt \\'rth

any problcm and not thc mtcrcst ofone pa(y contrar) to othcrs Saudl woman bcmS a

dlnamlc and posltlve clcmcnt of the soclet) has proven herself on vanous grounds

lncludrng admrnlstrahon, cducatron. famrly and workplacc or m other actrvttles but the

ncgatrvc rnterpretatlon of uomcn b\ mcdlr as backward. submrssrvc. rncompetcnt.

rgnorant lnd trad(ronallst, nflucnccs thcrr lmagc e lot Thc good thlng ls that thc

admlnrstratron has proved the gtvcn blamcs lncorrect and ls sccu ng the l[teg[t] of

Grand Muftr Shc*h Abdul Aztz Al-Ashe h confirmcd thc protcctron of i\omen under

la\r b\ stalln8

'Anvone tlho clarms that women arc nol granted thelr nghls rs unawarc of thc realltJ on

thc groLlnd Womcn rn our countr] arc grven acccss to all opporlunlllcs 'l GMng

lttentlon to womcn ights rs somcthrng to bc thankful for, howcver thcrc rs also a thrcat

of mlsrntcrprctatron or cxaggcrallon as thc cxamplc of thc ,*cs( s propagatron of \}omcn

lssues rn Saudr Arabla So, what does the Wcst get rrght about $omcn's condrtlon Ln

Saudr Arabla and what docs lt gct wrong? To know about the facts- as iYell as thc

mrsconccptlons rt rs nccded to havc a bflcflook o!cr thc apphcatlon ofwomcn's lghts ,n

lgnor.nr c.trr.5 oi KSA lzqs slahm.d
hltp /q^w xtbnc$s corvlcdurcd.cs/?20761

l.ddd Ar.b Ns\s l0 Md.h 2015
Acc.$cd on Je l2 201,1
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the count0 So 1 survc) w:rs conductcd ln Rryadh' Saudr Ar'bra to cvaluetc lhe

authenucrtl ofthcsc rcpons and news
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SuNey, Results ond D$cusston

ln thrs chapter. I wlll prescnt the data collectcd lhtough a surve]' and lts anal]sls Thc

arcas co\ered ln thrs study irc \tomcn and malc guardlanshlp \lomen nnd the

cmplolmcnt- carly marnagcs and womcn. and thc rlght to votc The followlng tabl€s and

prc charu shed som€ Lght on thc reahry and naturc of}\omen lssues rn Saudr Arabla and

the anallsls ofthc tcports and news on thc basrs of survey Survel r'vas conductcd to

assess the followlng marn arels Are Saudl Women satlsfied wlth the appltcaron offlShts

grven b1 lslam, Why thc posrtron of\romen rn Saudl Arabran soclct] ls a complc\ rnd

frequentty mlsundcrstood lssue9 Does the Saudl Womln need an) cxtemal support to

sare hcr, \!hat are thc causcs and rcaltn of the brcach of Saudl \\omcn s rlShts

examrned m thc rcports and ncws,

A total ot 91 respondcnts were rnt€rvle*cd durlng data collectlon fiom drflerent c(lcs of

Saudr Arabra malnl) from Rryadh All thosc .,ho Savc wrlttcn consent \\cre

admlnlstercd qucstronnalre Analys$ ofthe data gavc followlng results

3.1. SECTION I: Demographic Information of Participants

glpartrclpantsucrerncludedrnthlsstudy,outofwhlch65%$crefromRrladhandthe

rcsl uerc from other crtles lrkc Holl Maklah. Madrna. Damam Tabuk and Jaddah

worklng rn Rrladh Pcople ofdrffcrcnt agc groups partlctpatcd ln lhc survc) and majorlq

of thcm Eere hrghl)' cducltcd Most of thcm wete from Publlc sector The matutc. lrcll

cducated and wcll expcrrenccd rcspondents made thc survcy stronS by thclr \lc\\s and

!aluablc suggestrons

3.1.1. Gcndcr of peticnts

The slud) sample rncluded male and femalc parttclpants. out of whlch 65 uere

fEmalcs and 26 werc males Thc detarl ts drscusscd bclo$ ln uble
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Tablc I Ccndcr ofpartrclpants

?6

65

9l

29

1t

100 0

3.1.2. Agc of Perticipents

Peoplc of drffcrcnt agc groups partlcrpated rn thrs survc) All the respondents \\crc

mature and \\cll cducatcd Dclall ls dlscusscd bclow rn tzblc

Tablc 2 Agc ofp3nrcrparts

Agc

20-10Y.6 \2

l0

t1

1

35

ll

l9

I

3.1.3. Marital stetus

55o/o Partrcrpants *cre manted. 3-lolo unmarrled and l17o \Lcrc

separated/drvorced/wrdowcd Thc detall rs glvcn bclow tn the figure
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4rrdr5ttiaFddFntt

IlhrltJ 3t Eof E niciputr

r m.m.d r unm.nd r divorcrd/scpcr.tcd

3.1.4. Prrticipents' pmfcssion

54 oelo 8rc cmplq€4 25.(ryo art studcnlr td the profcssion of othcr p''lrcrpams
dcscribcd bclow.

Na!tHla*sim

-.#
.htffi

-t

T
ffi

a

-

21

-
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3.1,5. Work Erpcricncc

Hdf of thc ftspondcnts wcrc studcnts ud housc wrves hrving no cxpcncncc.

ExpcricDcc ofthc p.rticipaDts is dcs.riH in thc t blc bclow.

Tablc 3 Expcdcocc of p.nicipents

3.1.6. Dcprrtmc of Prrticip.nts:

49lo prnicipanrs wcrc from cdrc.Ion dcp.Ihcrt, I I % fiom mcdcal dcpdtmcnt,

I 9o wcrc having ttrcir own busincss, and thc E.tr rvcrc ftom othcr dcprrtmenls

4r-3:o.Fffid@-E

Department of Respondants

r EduEton t luslncss r McdErl a Oth.r

t5

4.

I

100
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3.1.7, Modc of Dcprrtmcnt:

Out ofgl Frticipa s 737. wcrc fiom Govcmmcrlt s€ctor ,dd.21o/o wcrc frcri
Privatc sactor.

tE(r,EaFttEt

Modc of Dcprrtuent

3.2. SECTION II: Awereness of Womcn' Rights

3.2.1. Perticipents' ewercncs rbout womcn's rights

According to S€ rEsulB participants hrvc notblc ewertncss about thc nghts of

womcn Thc dctailcd rcsuls ac shown hclow in thc tablc.

3.22. Lcvcl of rurcncss of prrtici;nlts rbout Womcn's Rights

As lhc pernclpaats wcne rware of womcn's rights wrih diffcrcnt lcvcl of

aw[Encss so out of 9l oD]y 4% p.rticiparB .rr not rwalr aboul women's

rightslltolo wcrE aware to somc cxtcnt.rd dl othcr werc lnvrng good ewereness

which art discusscd bclow- Thc t$lc dcscribcs the lcvcl of awarerrcss of
prticip.nt! who kDow rbod womcn's rights. Erch qucstron ts drscuscd bclow

7a
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3.2,3. Awarcncss of women' rights

Rcsponse to thc queshon numbd onc rs hundrcd pcrccnt, as descflbcd rn the t.lblc

bclo\\

lhcre are ri\ o drfferent pcrspcctrvcs wtth rcspcct to manlmd Accordrng to onc.

all human are thc samc, thcreforc a sound soclrl system ls onc thal rs bascd on the

pflncrple of absolutc "cquahty" Accordrng ro the othcr. all men or womcn are

drffcrcnt ln therr rntellcctual, physlcal and emotlonal qualrtres, thc) are dlffcrent

ln thc opportunrtrcs lrfe glvcs them and thcy arc drfferent m thclr natural strengrhs

and wcakncsses. so bccausc thcv arc dlffcrcnt, a good soclco ls not the onc based

on the plnclplc ofequalrty. butrhc one bescd on thc pnncrple of'Jus(ce"

alton or a gooo socle

Drfldcnl 1000

100 0

Table 4 Foundatron ofa sood

Tablc 5 Partrclpants awarcness ofwomcn's rrghts

No Ouestron Optlons frcoucncv
Socral svstcm ofyour countr) ls bascd on Eoualrt! tl

Justlcc 89 978
Nor a and b 1l

1 Is the conhnuum of\vomcn s nghts rn klngdom
ofSaudr Arab,a a realltv,

0 0

No '78 857
Sometrmcs r3 113

l ls thc !rolatlon of Saudr uomcn s nghts rn lhc
conte\t of some rnlematronal rcports and nc\r's
based on realrtv,

3 33

61 8No 5S

To somc 19 319

.1 Does thc rchgrous rcqurrcmcnt to separate thc
genders lcad to any drscflmlnrtlon ln socrery,

t0 1t

No 71 8t 1

Somctlmcs 1 71
5 Does a woman nccd malc Buardlan (o protcct Yes 61 136

No 6 66
I8 19 E

6 llave vou sccn an) case of earl) marnages ln
!our tcglon,

17 5t6
No 41 484
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7 What rs your polnt ofvrcw on early marrlages9 AcccDtablc 42 462
Unacceotable 19 538

3.2.4. Satisfaction of Womcn Rcgerding their Rights

Tablc 6 Satrsfactron ofwomcn rcgardlng thcrr rlghts

3.2.5. Setisfaction of Participants

Tablc 7 Sansfactron ofpartrcrpants rcgardmg women's rlghts

Oucslron C)Dhons Frcqucnc\
ls malc euardranshrp system a bemer
ro )our nghts,

4 6l
No 6t 938

Hou do )ou fecl bcrn8 rn thrs system
ofguardranshrp,

Blcsscd 62 95.1

Opprcsscd 3 .l 6

Are ]ou an employce, Ycs 29 416
No 36 55 1

I (Iflcs ) Why do you \lork' To makc use of 3 l0 3

Economrc
rndeDendcnce

ll 3',7 9

To helD socletv 3 t0l
To fill vour tlme j.t
To hclp thc
famrh

11 119

5 Do 1ou fecc any gcnder based

d$cnmlnallon from thc cmployer'
3 t0 3

26 t97

No Ouestlon Ootrons Pcrcent

Is govemment provrdrng )ou thc
secuflq oflour nghts,

Ycs 77 8.+ 6

No 0 0

To somc cxtent 11 t5 .r

Arc )ou aware of the Islamlc
pcrspcctrvc of thesc fivc flghts lc
Malc guardrlnshrp, Emplo)mcnt,
Dnvrns- Earlv marrraqcse

55 50 .1

No lt
To somc cxtcnt l5 3E 5

l Are )ou seusfied wrth thc
applrcrtlon ofthcse fivc flghts *hlch
Islam has orovrded'

Ycs 86 9{5
No 5 55

1 Does Islam clevatc thc status of 91 100

No 0 0
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5 ArE S.Ddi womcn thc oppr!3sad
onc?

0t prEsscd 0 0

Not @rrsscd 70 769
Sodr€timcs 2l 23.1

6 Arr woman clcvelcd in an klmic
cutirc end oppr6s.d in tha s6t.'n
cult,It?

72 79.1

No t9 209

7 Srldi womrn is a mlc modal for Ycs 75 824
No l6 t76

33. SEC'TION III: Resons bchind the issue of womcn in

Seudi Ambir

33.1. Sourcc ofsupport is crsc of ill trcrtmcnt

Rcspons. ro thc quGtion tdrich would hc rtc sor.EEc of slpport to Saudi women

in c.sc of ill tsEatrD.nt" is shown in 6c following figurr

ftln 5:s.tE.a rtFt h a o,l !l th.lt

Sourra of support in 6a of ill traatmant

r sour.. of supDo.t ir c of ill t !2tn.rlt

Gorpflxn Ar...Essof
poI'q wo.ltn' [hrs

WorErlrihts i.lElous
4.nnftons S.t|olars

332. Rcesons bchind thc issuc ofwomcn in Seudi Arebir

R6pondcnts' vicws of thc narsorui b.,hiDd voman issuc ln Srudi Anbie arc as

showD in thc figl[r bclow.
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trre: lEEldrHiL LEdEtE h5.uarr-

. r.Els ldi.i ll!. nllrrJ.isEnal| oa roisr ksr in S.ud Ar.U.

Crrnon6ar$ t rd(Ens ofttt so€ty

iir6rltlrDrlEtron of d:ixl

Elst rE of io.!:mri end thir dltur.

t t of tood admm&.to.r

Prop{r.6. of ucst rn m.dE

333. Rccam Ecnd.tions by Perticiprnts

Rcccnmcnddion fcr ewercocss end prraicc of womcn's rights by thc

r6pondants wcrE mainty imEorcrncnt itr adEinistidion and cducalion through

shdy cous€. TlEsc aE:

(a) Issu6 should bc badlcd by impldr.ffiion of Islamic law ill accorda.ncc $rith

rtdEntic intaprddion of thc Qrr'm ed OE SurlDrh to hclp womcn not bclng

f,islcd by filsc irficrpEifions of idigiorl-

(b) Morc cficctivc altF should bc trkctr lo prcpllE ncw gcocrxioD by thc Fopcr

tehitrgs of rcligio.L By cEating . culh.l'r of propcr urdcrstrnding of the

womds rights s stdcd by thc rEligion and comporing it to othcr rcligions.

socicty can avoid thc pmblcms.

(c) Cornmlm$y eg'ertncss of womcn's righls tlEough cducatron l .,rd rwarEncss

c.mpeigns in all fo.rns .rd for .ll clsscs erd s.?mcnts of socicty c:tr help to

tecuc thc issuas

(d) Thcrc cxists a DGd to intcnsiry womcn's dghrs with thc hclp of shong mcchamsm

of inplcnlctrt tion rnd ctrfo{ccmcnt of tslmic lzws for womcn,

(c) RcgulrfioN .IE rcquircd to bc rc&rflcd in -cordane with rhc corEct conccpts

ts sc{ od in lhc Holy Qirr.D aDd Sumllt

(0 Saudi worE(n shou-td bc arvzc of Vcslctn pmpegrnda to rchlcvc thc intcltsls of

thcir rgadr

to
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(g) Efficrent govemment pohcrcs rcvohrng around women's postoon rn accordancc

r\ rrh rhe need of modcm cra are requrrcd to bc rntroduccd

3.4. Discussion:

I.respcctr!c ofthc declaratron ofhuman ghts for all, thc cognrzancc rs strll lacklng rn

thls rcgard thc obJecovcs cannot bc met kccprng lnto constderatton thc larlct) ofsoclo

cconomrc. cultr.rral. theologlcal and pohhcal sccnanos around the globe But thc west ls

demandrng for full reel,zatlon of th€ dcclaratrons whrlc rgnorng the abo!c mcntroned

drffercnces Nouadays west ls crrtlczlng human nghls ln Saudr Arabra rn gcncral and

qomcn s rrghts rn panrcular by lgnoflng thc rclgton, custom and culturc of the socld)

Repofts and news arc full of Wcstcm cntlcrsm on women's rrghts ln Saudl Arabra A

surve) \ras conducted rn Rryadh, Saudr Arabla to probe Into the rcahg ofthe lssues

Frndrngs are drscusscd below

91 partlclpants \rcrc lnclud€d ln thls stud) oul of whtch 65 rrerc femalcs and 26 \\'cre

malcs \\ lth drffcrcnt agc groups. thcy all wcrc maturc and wcll educated Majorrt) of thc

partlclpants ucrc cmplo)'cd, somc ofthem wcrc sludcnts, and the rest $cre house wr\'.s

73o,o pcrtrclpanls were from pubhc scctor and 2770 were from pnvate sector :l9olo wcre

from cducatron dcpartment. 19 % werc dorng plvate busrness, 1l7o uere from medrcal

dcpartment and 2lolo werc ftom othcr departmcnts whllc rest ofthcm werc students and

housc rvrvcs

Accordtng to the rcsults, partrcrpants have rcmarkable a$arencss abour the rtghts of

\romcn rn Islam wrlh dlffcrcnt levcl ofa*arcncss, on( of9l. only 49'o rcspondcnts \\erc

not auarc. l8o% \!ere a\latc to somc e\tent and thc rest \!cac havrng a Sood scnse of

axareness ofuomcn's nghts granted by Islam l00o/o rcspondents wcre ofthc vrcu that

men and women arc drvcrse rn ther lntcllectual, emotronal and phystcal qualtttes and the

hfe grves thcm drffercnt opportunrhcs So srncc thcy are drstlnctlve. a good socrct)'ls that

\rhrch stands on thc standards ofJustlcc and thc systcm of Saudt statc rs based on lusttcc

t1
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Surlc] sho\ s that thc \rolallon of r omcn's flghts m thc contc\t of nalronal and

rntematronal rcpons and ncws rs somcho!! bascd on rcallty but most of thcm are Just

propaganda Results sho* thal94yo women ln Saudr Arrbra fccl blcsscd rn thes\slem of

malc guardranshrp and thcy vrcw thcmsellcs as rolc modcls for oihcr $omcn rn the

lrorld 85o/o rcspondcnts wcrc satrsficd \rrth thc govcmmcnt provrdlng thc sccunl) oflhc

flghts Another rssuc whrch rs rndrrcctl) rchtcd to malc guardtanshrp rs thc practrcc ofthe

marrragc of mrnor grrls srncc thc rcsults show that half of the socre5 vrcwcd rt es

acceptablc and othcr half vrcwcd as unacceptable Whcn thc rssuct comes of ltomen

emplolmenr .10 7o of thcm do *ork for thc hclp of thclr famrl) and other do $ork for

cconomrc rndcpcndcnc€ md to fill thcrr trmc ho*cvcr thc) fac€ a lrttlc dtscnmtnatron

lrom thecmplolcr but rt was accordrng 10 onl, l0o% partrcrpants When aslcd aboul lhe

a\rarcness ofthe lslamlc perspectlvc ofthc malc guardranshlp. !romen emplo)mcnt. votc.

and carll manragcs, 600Z partrclpants t!ere hrvlng a Sood alrarcncss, 397o \tere a$are lo

somc e\tenl md onl! l% wls not awarc Whcn askcd.bout thc applrcatron ofthcsc

nghts rn Saudr Arabra 94oZ respondents show sahsfactron and thc\ te of\ le$ that Islam

clelared thc srarus of \romcn 100% $orncn partrclplnts rcjectcd thc wcstem label on

thcm as the opprcsscd oncs. rn nccd ofhclp and thc) llewed the Wcstcm women as the

oppresscd oncs

Accordrng to thc 4470 partrcrpants, thc rcason bchrnd thc rssucs of\romcn rn the counlr]

rs propaBanda of uestcm mcdra, J07o clarmed thet thc rcason rs lacl of Bood

admrnrstrauon. l59o scc thc mlslntcrprctat,on ofrclrgron thc rcason and thc rest scc It

bccause of customs of socrcty and thc c\lstcncc of forcrgncrs and thcrr culturc Thc

publrc trust thcrr govcmmcnt and whcrc thcrc rs srtualron of rll trcatment. thc] prcfcr thc

rn\olvcmcnt of thcrr golcmmcnt for redrcss rnstcad of an) c\tcmal supPorl as 63010

rcspondcnts wcrc rn thc folour of 8olemmcnt pohct for thc sourcc of suppon rn en)

lrnd of rll trearmcnt. 17% sald thc rssuc could bc rcsolved b) propagalrng the a$arencss

of womcn s rrghts lhrough varlous mcans. l 106 vrc$ed thc role of rclt8tous scholts as

an cffcctrrc sourcc of support and thc oprnron of (hc rcs( ccntcred on thc role of uomcn s

nShts organrzatron
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lslomrc ptosp?cts lot tedrcss

The relorms do not mcan th.t thc Klngdom of Saudl Arabla has movcd auay from tts

lslamrc tradltlons and rt rs not a modcst movc towards Wcstcm stylc dcmocmcy but the

state after achlcvrng the targetcd physlcal lnfiastructure of a curIcnt Lndustrlal soclco ls

altemptlng to dcvelop lts human assets As a rcsult a aew problems took placc rnsldc the

soclal svstcm and thcrc have bccn consrdcred a necd ofsolutlon to thcsc tssucs Sharr ah

ls capable of provrdrng solutlon for thosc soclctal rssues along \\rth Mushms cs

mcntloned rn Al-Qur'an

lJ ve drfer n onlthmg among |ourseh'es refer tt lo Allah dnd Hts APot e \

q. supcnor Judgc rn England. Lord Phrllrps has dcclarcd that Sharl ah. l[ lmplcmenlcd

practrcall) can rcsolvc many of the problcms custrng along wlth Mushms Hc sard thal

thcrc rs '\\ rdcspread m rsu nderstand rng as to thc nature of Shar r'ah law and tha ( [s lamlc

lcgal pflnclples could be cmploycd to dcll wlth famrly and mtrtel a.guments and to

regulatc financc ' Thc mcntroned Junst also dcclared that the rules and regulatrons

esrabhshed rn thrs regard must follo\,\ Islemlc, othcr than the Westcm la\! '

As for as thc conccm ofwomen's problems rn Saudr Arabta. Shan'ah ts the marn source

for the rcdress so thls chaptcr grves a brrcfnotc on thc approach of*omcn rn thrl casc of

not fulfillmcnt o[ thcrr ght, and uomcn s nght to rarsc for the flghts The chapter also

descrrbcs thc vrcr+s and verdrcts of scholars on the lssues of male guardLanshrp

emplo)ment. earl) ma[lagcs. and nghl to votc A dlscusslon of thcse flghts has bcen

substzntratcd by the Holy Quran. the Prophctlc trad(rons and by thc lntcrprctatlons ol

MusImJurrsts

4.1. Is it permissible in Islam for women to fight for their

rights?

In 1948. Unrvcrsal Dcclaratron of Human R'ghts (UDHR) declared the nghts $hrch arc

strll not realrzed by cvcryone Intcmatronally rccognrzcd ghs for human bcrngs cannot

:\rc\c DonEht\ Shm .I I 2* should b. usd m Bnlu hrtp
la\ -SHOI LD-Ecd'Bntu{$ rtrKsJUdg. hlrhlxruort( I Nl'} 01

$*\ dad\ m.I co Dlh.$s drclc-l0ll6l I Sh&a-
Accciscd on Apirl I 201\
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bc unanrmoush acceptcd by the cntre rcglons around thc world kceprng ln vlc\r the

financlal polrtlcal, socral. culfural and rcLglous dlshnctlons amonSst thc statcs Samc ls

thc case *rth the nghts ofwomen. ( rs undoubtedl) acccpted that thc rlghts awardcd to

Bomen rn rhc Holy Qur'an and by the prophct Muhammad i.*i. wcrc an lnfinlte

lmprolcmenl rn conftast wlth the scenaflo of womcn rn Arabla pnor to the arrlval of

lslam Muslrm llomen have no rcasonabl€ necd to drsscrt and e\hlbtt for equlvalcnt

nghts to mcn lslam pcrccrvcs and cultlvatcs the common contrast bct\reen men and

!lomcn desprte thcrr panty so thc] have no nccd to expenence therr hves tn a

meanmgless ua) to get hold ofposscssrons and wcalth Columnrst Sabrra Jawhar burlds

rmpressron of lslam as patflarchal as clrcularcd by Westcm stercotyplcal rcprescntatlons

ln thrs rcgard, thc sald w tcr states

Ifoll votnen vere gnen th. nghts the Qur'an g aruntcet us and nol to be steplonled

b)' tttbdl cuslons lhpn the tssue of $,hether Sau& rromen h@,e equal ght\ $ould he

\\'rth thc ercellcncc of Islam as thc rnstncttvc and only factual tchgron camc \\lth the

notlccablc accurac) that women and mcn arc partncrs and custodlan of cach other

Accordrng to rhe drvlnc dlctates ofthe Hol) Quran

''So thctr Lord acceptedJrom then, nelet btll I ollou' to be losl lhc work ol ony ol you

b( the\' nale or lenule ,bu arc of one dnolher, so thote v'ho emtgated ot nere dnla

oulTon lhct, homes, v'ho tu)fered harh rn Mr caure, ondJought ond vere ktllcd I vlll

|er ) e-qqle fon them thet eul deed\ and odmrl thern rnlo garden\ ut,.ler vhrch rtters

flo* u returdfron God, andb' h God $ thc bpst re ards 1

' And vhoerer does rtghteous good deeds, male or female, and $ a trrc heller'?r ttt lhe

one ert of 4 ah such v.Ill entet patddtse, and nol lhe leo lnlu\t)ce, ete to lhe lEe ol

d \peck oD lh( backoJo date llone wll be done lo them '

r hnp /\$s enorcs conrloprc,$odcn s_nghts_n rudr Ahbr.rcn. notcl.snr-l I
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lt descflbes that mcn and women are thc same bcfore thc Almlghty Allah and therc ls no

mcquallty ln thelr re\rard on thc basls of gcndcr Thc) arc equal panners and suppo(crs

ofcach othcr as mcntroncd rn Hadrth

"rbur l,r'et and property are tnrtolable to one another "'

An ln{cpth analysrs ofthe secrah ofprophet and the hlstor} unvells that women rn thc

ome peflod of thc Prophet .e,i..r,. whrle folloprng an clcgant manncr of e\prcssron used to

asl, about thcrr flghts There .rc vanous rccords to thls lmpact Thc followrng arc the

e\amples

Ibn Abbas (ma) Allah be please \lth hrm) quorcd that 'a \oung \rrgrn \{'omrn oncc

camc to the Prophet jlp+ and menhoncd to hlm that hcr fathcr had mamed hcr off to a

man agarnst her \rvrll, and thc Prophcr j,F..,. gavc

leavc hrm ''

Olhcr examplc rs

her thc cholcc to sta) \Irth hrm or lo

fhc $lfe of Thabrt rbn Qays approaches to thc Prophct .f;,fa. and sard. Mcssengcr of

Allah, I do not reproach Thabrt rbn Qays rn rcspect of charactcr or rclrgrous dedrcatlon

but I do not *ant to ncglect m; dutles towffds hrm aficr becomrng a Muslm' Allah s

Messcn8cr askcd hcr lfshc would glve blcl to Thab( hls garden. thc dowr) hc had grvcn

hcr Wlen shc repled that shc would, he told hlm to takc back hrs gardcn and to acccpl

the d,ssolutlon ofmarlagc "'

'A rshah. the Prophct's wrfe, (mrght Allah bc pleascd wrth hcr) dcscnbcd

W,fc of Abu Sufyen Hrnd brnt 'Utbah. clme to thc Messengcr of Allah Tf* and sard.

Allah s Mcsscngcr. Abu Suryrn ls a nghr fistcd man irho docs not spend cnough on mc

or my chlldrcn exccpr for whar I teke from hrs \\calth wrlhout hrs kno$ lcdge Is there an\

Lsue lbnMzjat,8@lotTids Dd Tnbul.uoE Hrdrrh oo 391,(edB@LolP !.maBc Htd no 1055
: Sund Abu Daud Bml of ,\ldr+c, ll.d h no 2Oa6

' Pmbzbl\ shc mcdr sh. drd no( lrrc tDm.iouEn d . msn.gc p&he. &d so ss ei.id shc mrSil not 8trL hm lne
rcsPcct md lolc due lo.hsbed
'^l-Uulh BooLolDnorc. H.drthno,1t67
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srn on mc fbr domg sor" Thc Prophet Ci:* rcplled. "Takc only *hat rs sufficrcnt for Jou

and your chrldrcn on a tcasonablc basrs "'

Scerng as lslam has grven (he rlght 1o [oman a woman to havc chlldrcn rnd lfshc comes

to Lnor! that her spousc rs stcrrle and tt ls not posslblc for hlm to ha\c offsprlng. she has

cveo ghr to lool for scparatlon

One example durrng thc calphatc of'Umar rbn Al-Kialtab (May Allah bc pleascd wrth

hrm). descrrbes that a stcrlle man marrtcd a woman and whcn he mct the cahph he told

hlm that hc ls stcflte Thc cellph thcn lnqutcd as to *hethcr he had told hls wtfc thc

mattcr and hc answcrcd rn thc ncgahvc Calph ordcrcd htm 'Goandtcll heraboutltand

grvc hcr the optlon ofstlylhg wtth )'ou or sceklng a drvorce "l

Anothcr lncrdcnt occurred rn the perrod ofUmar lbn Al-Iihatteb (Ma) Allah bc plcased

\r(h hlm) $hlle dclve ng a Frrday scrmon. hc proposcd llmltlng the acceptable dowr

(mahr)that could bc offetcd to wrves ln marrrage and a woman stood up to mtcrrupt hlm

Shc challcnges hls propos(ron by cltrng a vcrsc m thc Qur'm that malcs lt acccptable to

offer wrves a heap of gold"' as mahr Umar rbn Al Khaftab rcsponded to thls b) sl,lng

'the wonran ls rrght and thc Urnr ls wrong" Dcsplte hts strong pcrsonallty. a wonran \tas

ablc to chellenge and prcvarl agalns! thc callph's proposltron'

Hrstoq ls fullofthe cxamplcs lftc thrs but the rescarch has focuscd on spcclfic cramples

ofwomen who uscd to ask about thcrr rlghts whrle followrng a proper conduct, achlevlnS

thereb) thc dcsrrcd obJcchvcs lt $as posstble Just bccausc of undcfcatahlc

admrnrstratron Ifthc admlnlstratlon vtolatcs thc nghts ofwomcn then what should be thc

aturude of \romcn toward askmg for thcr rrghts9 wherc Islam has granted full rlghts to

nomen rn a normal crrcurnstanccs, thcrc, lt also Slvcs sPeclfic pnvllcgcs to women ln

casc of lll trcatmcnt . tt, however rcqu,rcs her to adhcrc to the propcr manncrs whllc

askrng for rrghts. not through antl Islamlc means ltkc srtkes. protcsts, road blocklng and

L t nc\ clopredrz of Islmrc Jusprudo* vol ,ll P 39t Abd Ar-Ru.q A+S er Nludn.f Abd ar-Ru.q, lnd cdoo( 
^l_Il.h.b 

Al-Islmr Bent l9al \ol 6 p

l6l

' I hc Pmcck,n cnc\ clopedrr oa lsldrc poltocd 6ouEht' Pnnccbn M'vcnrt! Pr.ss P 5q?

a7



lslomtc prospeds Jor redtess

vrolatng lslamrc valucs b) mcdm campalgns The guldance to deal wlth rssucs rs

achrcved b) the oplnlon ofscholars

4.2. Islamic ruling on the issues of women

Among thc Muslrm tradrtronahss Shcrkh Hasan Al Banna' uho was thc hcad of Mushm

Brolherhood m Eg)?t and Shcrkh Muhammad Mutawalh Sha'rawll, an Eg)'ptlan scholar.

marntam that Islam had clcvatcd thc rolc ofwomen and madc them partncrs \r,th man ln

tcrms ofcrvrl nghts and soclal duhes Dlscusslng thc problcm ofcquallt) beNvecn men

and womcn. Sha'rawl statcs that lf a woman pcrfo.ms the man's 1ob and lccps hcr basrc

responsrbrlrucs. thcn lt mcans that thc) are puttmg a hcavler burdcn on hcr The Muslm

reformrsts consrdcr tha( thc backwardness of Arab women rn lslamrc counlrtcs rs not

due to the (eachrngs of Islam but rather becrusc of mrsmterprctatlon of the Qur'mlc

verces and the adoptron of extra lslamrc customs and tradrtrons Thc Muslrm reformlst

Qasslm Amln's call for thc llbcratron of Arab womcn drd not lmpl) a reJectron of Islam

but onl) rcform ofcustoms and soclal pmchccs that had drsto(cd thc real rmage oflslam

In hrs book 'Tahnr Al Mrraa' he argued by statng that ycs, "I come wrth an rnnovatron

ho!\cver rt ls not the cssence of [slam rathcr rt ls of customs and methods of lnteractloo trr

shrch rt rs good to seck pcrfectron "

Rcno*ned scholar Sycd Qulb cxpresscd thc naturc of.qualrty bctwcen mcn vs llomen

as

As for thc relatron betwccn both se\cs. woman has bccn assured complct€ equaltt] $tth

man Therc rs no supeflonty cxccpt ln somc lncrdental mattcrs \rhrch are essoclated wrth

natural aptrtude, kamrng, or rcsponslblllty. whcrem thc pflvlleges of both sercs arc not

' ShcrLh H6se Ahmcd Abdcl Rlhlm Muhdmcd d-B6na tnoM 6 tlss d-B&na sB a sch@l l..cher mJ
rmn bc{ ho$r lor toudrn! thc MBIh Brothcft@d. onc olthc lug6t ud most noucnll.l loth c.nlu4 l(uhnr
rc\ ral6r or8&rztrons Htss d-BDn ," Th. B roEr+h\ com *cbs . hnp ,/*aa hro!r+h\ com Foplc tsse i_
hMm-9198011 Accc$.d on F.brua l2 20i5

I lluhmad [Iullr alh Ash-Sh. roqr s6 & klmrc scholT rd fomd Eg, nru mhr \t.r o a LndosmcnF H. ha\
hc.n cnlcd on. olE!\pis mosl popul& ed succcslul Islh'c prcrchcB, ud 'onc of thc mo$_promDcnt slmhols.f
a.pu l& Eg'\ plro cullurc' h Lh. dccrd.s ot I970 tos md 90s O\mo, TecL EgEl on lh.Bnnl Ydc lhr.^rlr

rQ4srmAmrn T.lrtr,\l M{. O{ord Umlcrs(t Prc$ London le?o pll
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affectcd But nhencvcr thc natural aphtudc. trrrnrng, and (hc rcsponsrbllltrcs are cqual

thc two scxes arc cqual whcrcvcr thc) drffcr rn an1 of thcsc respccts thc trcatment $rll

drffcr rcspcctrvel) '

A fclr rssr.rcs comc out \rrth thc socral changc \Ahrch should bc settlcd propcrl] so thal the

Muslms mrght bc protcctcd from dccelle of Wcslcm pcrspectlvcs Islam's atlrtudc ls

pos(lve. s)stcmatrc and proaclrvc lt does not wart for cvrls to happcn tn lhls menner

tryrng to find out solutrons. thc Holy Qur'an rs full of thc commands of constructrlc

thlngs to do Mclhodology of Islem ls prccrsc as rt talks about thc changc rn the cnurc

socrcg, not Just rn thc rndrvldual Islam 8rlcs a fiamc*ork for prcservtng a socral

envrronment rn a socrct) (ha! rs helpful for pcrmrttln8 lndtvrduals to accompllsh thc

gcnulnc obtccuve of thcrr crcatron whrch ls the lovc and worshrp of Allah Almtght)

"O v nen' ll'or*rp )our Lord Wo crealed v'ou ond thosc vho \erc hclore vu, lh.tl

rou ma| guard agatntt ettl 1

Thc vcrsc tells thc rcal goal of human bcrng so that he may bccomc a$1rc of tt and go

strarghl for lt To .chlevc the goal. hc ma) suffer some problems thcrc rs a slstcmatlc

$a) to deal wlth the problcms as pcr thc tcachrngs of Islam Thc marn sourccs of thls

organrzed wr). Srdrr ar, arc thc Holy Qur'an thc Sunnah , Unta'and q\as'

The Muslrms Jursts must alwals consult thc Holy Quran and Sunnah to scek Surdance.

the practrcrng Mushms can also bc follo\\ed An unavarlebllrty ofknowlcdgc on (he prrl

of mcntroned sources can glvc Juflsts a prcrogattvc to usc thclr o\\n rcasonlnS slllls

ljnhad thus manrfcsts a struggle to takc a law es mcnlloncd rn thc Drvrnc drctetcs of thc

Hol) Quran and (o rmplcment lt to an crrstrng ncu sltuatton Thc reststance from

tradrtronal Mushms to socral changc rn Saudr Arabra rs not lglrnst thc rlShts of \omcn

ho$evcr. thc lhrng rs that they sr\I a thrcat lo thc kc) to publlc moralrly, lhc modcsl) of

*omen. \\hrch rs vrtal 10 the survrvrl ofan Islalntc ordcr VrcEs ofsomc scholars guldc

us to dcal wrth thc rssucs ofwomcn's rrghts so hcrc arc scholars' vrct\s to somc solutrons

L \.\\d Qurb 
^l\dnar 

AI-!un. trr.,h lil-lsld (rro M.,l\lab.,h Msr l95l p 55
_ \l'Our an : 22
' Lbrah'm \luq PcApcclrlcs on lsler. L.$ lcuc. &d Soc'.h Rosma a Lilll.li.ld Publbhr6 Inc lc99 !
t6:-l6l
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of rhc lssue of malc guardranshrp and rhc rssucs rnterhnkcd to rt erther drrcctl) or

rndrrccth as earl) marnagcs, votc md emplo]mcnt

4.2.1. Melc guardirnship

Equallt) bet*cen womcn and men rn cvcrl4hrng rs not lmrmed crthcr b1 Islamrc la* or

manmade la\\s as Allah Almtghry has made them dlffcrcnr from €ach othcr tn terms of

phlsrcal structurc, mentahD aDd sevcral othcr fearurcs Allah h.s made men stronger

than ilomcn and placed upon them thc dury of manulnlng *omcn. for mcn arc

supplemen(ar) able to bcar ha.dshtps and hcavy dutles Thar rs the reason AIlah Almrght\

has made mcn thc rnarntalncrs ofll,omen qlth e specrfic goal to protcct and Lcep thcm

from $hatever may sporlthcm or go agatnst thcrr honor

Allah Almlghfy has asslgncd to woman thc task of bchg a hlth for man. thcrefore she ls

rcqurrcd to perform scveral trsks whlch arc outsrdc the responstblllles of man

Houschold tasks ld\c tal'mg care of her house rnd ra,slng chtldrcn prevents her from

performrng e\tra tasks

As the uoman ts an cntttv of asplrallon for mcn, accordmgly, shc nceds a man to guard

hcr and leep hcr from bctng harmed by others That rs $h). m spllc ofdlsagreem€nl for

changc to the guardranshrp stn cturc. ve ous Saudr Bomcn havc bcgun a mo\,emenl

agarnst thc demands to removc thc guardranshtp systcm Thc 'l$ Guatlnn ki,ott t

\ hal s bet for me" campalgn has achrcvcd thc srgnaturcs of ovcr 5000 Saudl women and

asks for to ensurc the guardlanshrp systcm ls lept sct up to guarantce observance

to Shai ah lau and famtl) norms, Envrronmen! of rntcrmlngllng of\om€n w(h men ln

rnstrtutes. forces. laboratoncs and othcr d I ffcrcnt profcss lo ns ts not ! er) acccptable yei

rt relcs on upon complltng wlth thc tents of ShaI ah and on bcmg prorected. sttcltng to

endorscd Islamlc costumc rcguletrons, as well as kccplng a\}ay ftom Khr.rlwah The

Prophct jf* sard

' k.theinc Zocpl, Tdl oI \romen s Rrells Drrdcs Saudr turbE, Th. Nc\ \.oA .Imc\ IUa\ llr i0t0
. htp //s\ar nr unls cotrVlo I 0/06/0 I /vorlddddl4sL 0l rht,eudr hbrl )prs.sarcd-.lt>  lc.sscd on 

^D.t 
ll
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"Whencver o mon stoys olone wtth o womon, Soton wll be ther thrd componton

And

"No mon should be olone wtth d womon unless therc $ o Mohrom wtth heL ond no

womon should trcval except wtth o Mohrom '4

Addruonall) Allah Almrghty has madc man the watchman of lad) slncc He has madc

one of them to e\ceed expcctatrons the other ln body. character. and lntclllgence and rn

hght ofthc fact thar hc ls hkcwrsc requted to spcnd on lady to bolstcr and lool aftcr hcr

Moreover, Allah Almrghty has made man the guardran of woman whlle He has madc

one ofthcm to exceed cxpcctatrons thc othcr rn phlsrquc. characrer. and pcrceptton and

because he rs also requrrcd to spcnd on !\oman lo suppon aJrd marntatn hcr As AIhh

Almrghq sals

)len dra lhe proleclors and nahtath.rs oJ wonen becotte Alloh has gtten the one

nore [\lrength] lhan lhe other and because ther supporl the lrom lheD nrcons "

It mcans that Allah Almlghty has glven the rcsponstb ty to take good care of\romen to

men 'ln thrs Alah. Allah Almlghty declared man's guardtanshlp ovc|woman tn gcncral

$rthout hmrtrng thls to a certarn tlmc rn hcr ltfc for Thc Almrghtl rs a\tare ofall the

happcnrngs to be Ho\lcvcr. thc sttuahons c\lsttng at lhc curent Ume, the dctcstablc

outcomes comrng b] tgnonng thc guardtanshlp sysrem and mtcrmlngltng betwcen

womcn and men, obvrously demonstratc thc benefits of the mstructrons of Sharr'ah and

that lt rs our obllgatlon to lccp lls declstons tn all cases, at all tlmes. all ovcr. and to bc

carcful w(h abustng lt

In reallo. guardlanshtp docs not concem to all phascs of hfe Accordtng to thc

commcntarlb),SarycdQutbmhtsbook"ItttheShodeofthepulAr'hcmcntronedthat

Qur'an c\presscs that therc arc two componcnts tn lslamrc cukurc. men arc rcqutred to

talc care of $omcn It ts a task of oblrgahons on thc prcmtse of natural capacrt,es and

\lusnad Imm Ahh.d bn H&b.],Il.rtuh m ll,1
AI ranc. 4lS.hrh KrtrbAl,.hsdlrtzad-s.)d,Hadtrhno l?63

I Munr Nluihmad Taqr Ushor ft. nce,nEr ofrh. NOBLE QLiR AN M.kab2 M. drfut eur,& Kuechr \1r,1
p 155
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reasonable dlssemlnahon of obllgauons Borh the panrcs are glvcn the obllgatlons to

whrch he or she ls mosr su(cd by natulc,r acceptmg thc men on the status of famll)

Icadcrshrp or grardlanshtp (Qwanahh\ does not drrect to thc dcnlal of the women s

character and functlon ln the famlly, ln thc home and ln the publtc arena evcrlwhcrc_ nor

does l1 mcan th€ dcnlal or dlsmlssal of hcr socral status 1 The] play thc role of bcmB

leaders as $,ell as guardrans and rnarntamcrs of a famrly and do not vrolate thc nghls of

Io what c\tcnt a guardran has authoflty ovcr women and rn uhrch case hc has thc

authont], Thc famlly ls a socral organzahon. and lslam protccts thc farntl) mshtutlon

srncc rt ls a prmary factor of socrcq To organze thrs bastc unlt, thcre must bc ccnaln

rulcs and rcgulatrons that necd to bc followcd rn all cascs Men arc obhged to fulfill all

the necds of \\'omcn and tf they cxplort thts authoflt), thcy wtll bc accountablc before

Allah Almrght) So rhls rs a fatrJusttce that women arc accountable for the homc trsl(s

and men are responslble for ouldoor camrngs

Islam prohrbrts a woman from travell,ng alonc wthout mehroh, as lndlcared b\,thc

.Yadrr,i ofthe Prophct l;ra. sard

A tonun vho hopes for .llloh ancl lhe herealer m st noa lr6,el for one du1 and one

ntght except *,tlh a mahrdm 'l

An erpllcrt refcrcnce tn thls regard makes somc scholars hold the vrcr\ that woftcn must

be refralncd from travelltng llonc Thc cause bchlnd rcfrahng thcm rs thc fear that the\

may not be ha.mcd whllc travclhng wrthout an) companlon constdeflng the danBers

fcced b) thc travclcrs rn anclcnt ttmcs. somc of the scholars argue thal a uoman can

travel rf she hes (hc company of prous mcn and women wrth hcr Logtc ls thar Umar lbn

Al-Khaftab (RA) permlttcd thc prophct s wtves to travcl to Makkah tn thc compan! of
prous mcn and womcn rncludrng Abdur-Rahman lbn Awf and Uthman rbn Affan (ma1

Allah be plcased \\rth thc borh) '

"ourDrrlolrc orhcdrnoh &rbN.Ds J.ddan VoH pl4o
AJrlsr.h & ArdrShrnr,In(b. Shd.ufth.eu,d, ft. tdnrc toundrnon lou. lotI ao.

, \?ul ll-Rrhha Rolc ofM6tm Wotu rn Socrn s*r.h Foundrlron I nndon p t::' sanrh Nlr.llm, ts.ol ot Prlamzsc. HItrrh no lll!
'sanrh rtl-Buutu tl.drrh no l?6t
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The guardranshrp arnong marned partncrs rs rssucs ofcontrovcrs) arnong the prcachers of
Islam,c behcf s),s(cm. rhe scholars who srtpulate rhe mentloned rssue for concludrng a

mafirage contract. scek cvtdenccs from thc Holy Qura'o and the Hadrth The) mcntroned

the vcrsc from thc Holy Qura'n

'Matr, tfun, lheh, wtth ther people s lea|e, \

lmam Al-Qurtubl (RA) vrcwcd the guardran as a baslc clement to wrnd up mariatsc

contract "the holy Qur'an addrcsses onl) men rn the contcxt Had thls not been rhe case

the fcmale gcnder must have b€cn addrcsscd tnstead ',i

The) crtcd thc followrng had h as\\.1lr.

"There ts no uarnage tthout [the perntsston ofl the guardrun r

Ihe scholars lrke lmam Abu Hanrfa do nor consldcr lhe pcrrnlssron oI guardran as

occessar) ln marnage conracts or sale transactlons. Thc pcople not sttpulaltng,uch
guardranshrps also substanhatc thcr evrdcnccs from the Holy eurln and the Hadtth

Thel quotc a versc from thc Holy Qur'an

There ts no hlane on you { thet dtspose of themselr\ m a lust qnd reasonabb

By thrs verse makes lt clear that a lady has thc plvtlcge to finlsh up a mafftage contract

herself

Accordlng ro them the mcntloncd vercc supports the woman ff havlng the flght to

conclude marlage pact " In anorhcr Hadtth

"A sotnan iho has been pr.youj,^ morned or a $,tdo$ has more tryht h her petson

than het guardrcn, and a |rgnj consent nu be oblatned fron her, her conseut ben|

_ I4uhlmad rbn 
^hmrd 

Al-eunubr A]-rar Lr Antm Al_eur m ln c.lrlron Ntu asda AJ Rr.l& R^rdh

' sua \r.Ttrnidhr H.Jrrhno llol
'Almad rhn Ah rbn H1d At- Asq.l&r hlh Al-Ba Shdh Sahrh Al,Bulhm Talh.h publrher R\rdh 21J05

^ lbn^Ru\hd Al.Qu(ubr, Brd.t.r AI.Mul!.tud q. Nrh.r4 Al-Ntuqrsrd lstedr(mn D&Ibn Hzm R.rrur ])i)t votlpo
s.n'h I1$Im Bo.[ofMdraE. Hadrfino r,119
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It clcarl) manrfcsts h,s ght to \rhd up thc marrngc pact ln accordance wrth hcr

approval [t. at thc samc tlmc reprcsents hcr prcrogatrvc to do so lf shc rs marrcd *rthout

I hc guardranshrp docs not rmply forcrng a women to pcrform the deeds shc docs not arm

ar dorng. b) constram,ng hcr ln vaious wals . grvlng flsc to a sercs ofdrfficulltes meant

Io harm her ln mlnads ways MuslmJu sts support woman's decrslon ofchoosrng a Ifc
pcnner for hcr ls prcfcrrcd ovcr a guardran's dectston 1

In Saudr socrcq. women arc cnJoymg a pantcular admtreble ltfc that rs apart from men

U'cst portrarts thc Saudr womcn that thcy arc domlnrtcd b) men but the\ altvals rgnorc

the blessrngs provrdcd to womcn b) Islamrc law as peoplc who arc unfamthar *rth

sharr'ah oftcn have thc lrrong ptcorc If onc dcslres safctv and conststcncv rn hfc and

'lrould hke ro havc a spouse who looks aftcr. onc would not find lt cxccpt tn Islam A

mlsundcrstandrng regrrdrng the notton of malc guardranshrp makes onc of the reasons ol
\\'estem cflttcrsm Somc mcn mrsundcrstand the coflccpt of gurrdlanshlp. \\hrlc thc

gutdranshrp docs not cntatl domma(lon. cruelt,. and tnjustlcc. lt rather tmplles a

relatlonshlp bascd on carc and affcctton for thc famll) members

Malc guardranshrp rs vlcwed as I ght ofwomcn tn Saudl socretv and rvomen themsclvcs

sce malc guardran !s protectton provlder Onc of thc membcrs ln a survcv admtntstercd

br a cr- lecturer Ahmed Abdcl-Rahecm m 2013 to femalc studcnts at Al-Lrrh Collcge for

Crrls at Um al-Qura Untvc.stty, Makkah. shared hrs thoughts of berng honored rn thc

s\stem ofnrale guardrznshtp exprcsslng that _rn rhc countr) ofrhe two hoh mosques

c!cr) woman ts lftc e quecn and thcre ls someonc r\ho carcs about her and a s,oman

needs nothrng as Iong as thcrc rs a men $ho lovcs hcr end mcels hcr nccds so let us be

rcasonablc and thank Allah AlmlghD so much for rhe \\elfarc Ne ltve ln ,'r

\ruhmhed rbn Ahdulu.nrd Knat-ud-Den Ibn Aljlulfur Sheh F.L\ 
^t-{l.dEr 

Ala At,Hrda\Jn \hfh
B 3ttr Al-Muhl.or . In Edrunn. Dr Al-kurub 4l- Ithr,\.i, B.(ur 740r. vot I p )5q
_ 5hM ad.trh \bu 

^hdDll.h 
Ntuh.lmrd rbn   bdult.I A2-7jrldhr Shrh Az-Z&kshr ATa\tuthrsa \t-t\lnraqr

DrAl-t urub I chror 2n02. p ll0
'-$ord 

'o 
rh( q.n hdr srldr $om.nopplrI'nrtrh.drtrD!bd

htlp / s\ lhcguTdran @tu cohm.nlsticc/2o1I hor/o2/srudr prolcsFdnrrne be-nolpopulr Acc.sscd on
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4.2.2. Early marriagcs

lgnorancc of the rules of Sharr'ah and llhtcrac] arc thc ma,n causcs behrnd soclo cultural

crcdos as cstab|shed ln Sludr Arabra Thc bcllcfs oftheknd pertaln to thc marnagc of

mrnor females as *cll Irrcspcctrvc of hcr behg too mrnor to b€ marflcd. lt rs a common

pmctrce to man) a Srrl off to hcr cousrn ' As a maner of fact, femrlles rndubrtabl] go for

marryrng olf thc mrnor grrls so as to scttlc thcrr drsputcs related to pa)rng thclr debts. thc

p.acuc€ e\lnccs rls cultural other than thcologrcal csscncc Thc lcgal euthootles and thc

conccmcd mrnrstflcs howcvcr havc rssued thc dlrcchvcs whcrcby thc grrls under l6 must

sccl thc consent ofJudlcrary rn thrs rcgard Ooc ofthc worth mcntlonlng condlt,ons rn

thls rcspecl requfes a medrcal rcpon.consrshng a metcmrt] spccrallst and thc othcr

cxperts rclated to thc rcalm. thc gtd s es rvcll es hcr mothcr's consents arc glr'en

pnmaol] srgnlficancc'To support thc dtrcctve, Sreri, Abdullah Al-Mant. a mcmbcr of

thc Councrl of Scnlor Scholars catcgorrcall) statcd that parcnrs cannot afiange the

marraBe of thclr mrnor grrls, hc funh€r marnterncd that such dceds cannot bc

substantretcd b) thc laws ofsh.n ah lccpmg rn vlc\r onl) (hc superficral kno,,\lcdge

somc of the scholars rncludrng lbn Qudamah and Ibn Hajar Al-Asqalanl though do nor

regard rt rmpcrmrssrble to marry the grls of thc mcntroned agc groups ' Thc group l\ho

supports rrcddrng mrnor grrls argucs on thc basrs ofthe vcrse

'Sucho/wuruonen as hot'c passed the age ofhonthlj colrses lor the the pr?$nh?d

penod, tfy hure any doubls, ts three honths and [or those r,'ho hare Do course\ [ t\

thc sanel for thore u'ho carm fl{e wthtn therwombs], ther penoil rr untl the}'fult|er

lher hurdets and lor those uholear Allah, He I make lher pdth cosr "!

MarflaSc ofmrnor gtrls havc becn cntlcved by many ofthc scholars. rhey quote the
followhg !crse to arguc m favour ofthcll vlews

lllake tnal oJ orphans unul the| reach lhe age 01 marnoge s

Aselemcnlrslucdblthcllbsr.roflnknolsDtrdrvcno5:l8l,15Apr 20lOroscruplcommrlr.c tromrhc
Mnrstrv ol dr Imcnor Lh. Mrnsul ofjuslre rhc Nl slD of lslmc Affars &d rhc l\4nrsEl otsocr.l AtT.rn ro
dc.Gs rhc Nuc ofmmrg. of mDor lrns
IlhcNnronaltmrl\S.lc$ProEtJm."AmualRtport201Ihltp/'ntspoGsatma!.sonudr.pon-]rlIpda
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Thcy malntaln that marragcs ofthc krnd are dcp vcd ofthc requlrcd affcctron requrrcd

to ensure a good rclatronshlp, ftc Qur'an statcs

'And amohg Hrt slgnt ts lhts lhat H. created for !'ou males lro among ,ourselvs, thal

w| na' .fuell tn tranquthly wtth lhent, and He har put low and mercv,beneeen 
'rnr

[heorrs] tettll tn thal arc sgns for those who relect '

Shaflh Muhammad lbn Uthaymrn,r statcs whlle argulng agalnst thc ma.nages of the

lrnd Such c mcnragc rs rllcgal ', by gt!rng rhc rcfcrencc ofthe Hadrrh.

,,1 t'trgn ould not be mafikd ofl unttl het consent rs obtaned l

Thercforc a mrnor grrl should not bc marned off untll she bccomes qualtfied enough to

gr! e hcr consent '
A father rs not the sllghrcst brr allowcd to obltge hts lttrle glrl to marr) a partlcular man

As thc Qur'an states.

Parents arc not allowcd to obhgc thclr daughtcr to marry a spcctfic man As menooned tn

thc Hol\ Qur'an

Do not tnhe t vomen oganst th.t rerll '
A \oung glrl oncc compl.lncd to thc Holy Prophet (S A W) ofbclng marrtcd agatnst her

conscnt. the prophct (S A W) annullcd hcr marlage. so as to mantaln the drgnlt) ofher

consent " ln anothcr e\amplc e young lady complatncd to thc Prophet that her father had

constrarncd hcr to tlcd a man. and the Hol, Prophct jtl& galc her thc ophon of stayrn8

marrrcd to hrm or lookrng for a scparatlon r Consequenrly, rhat [.lnd of marnage ln Islam

rclrcs on upon the frce cholcc and consent ofboth sldes to a marflagc

In Apnl 2005. grand Muftr Sharki Abd al-'Azlz Al al-Sharkh 3 stood rn opposrtron ro

forccd marflages cxprcssmg, "Forclng a woman to marry somcone she does not \ranl and

preventlng her from *eddtng that \rhom shc chooscs ls not pcrmrssrble rn Islam

'At-euts to I
r lll.lerc membs oithc s.udr CoucrloaScdor Scbotas
'szh,h Ar Butlrm knrb d mr\.h, Hud,thno6567r Nluhmad rbn Stlrh lbn Muhmhrd Al-trLh.tmm Ash-shrh  I-MuEh ,Al. 7ad Al-Mujaqn! lst cdno. Dr
lbn 

^l.jas?r 
Dmmul 100, rol 15, p 5?

. r.ln AI-Brr shiei Al BulJlm tol 9, p 19.
!,.\unm Abu D.qud. Aol olvm.sc Hrd h no 200t

'Thc hc.d nr $c C,,u(rl ols.nor R.lrgroB 5(hotB' SauJr A.hrr bs\ lnrr.d mdrtc BB( Ncws Ontrn. Annt lt :nO5
hnp 'n.*. bbc o ul"2h!tuddlc car/,1,i1?667 nmAcccss.don Apot.t :O0ll
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Human fighLs commrssron of Saudr Ambla dcnounccd chrld marrragc m 2009. declartng

lt a clcar vrolatron agahst chlldrch and thcr psychologrcal, moral and physrcal rrghts "

It suggestcd that marnagc authontrcs should observc [he mlnlmum age of l7 for glr]s and

l8 for bols

The slgnlficancc of havrng a specrfic agc for marrragc rn Saudl Arabra ls based on thc

\\rsc sayrng conccm,ng lcgal systcm n lsl^m "lo dharoro $o la dhlrar". *hrch means

that there ou8ht to be ncrther hunrng (dharar) nor rcspondrng hun

Earl) marlage rs notJustrfied, rt ls severcly prohlbrtcd by lslam as rt ls agarnst the nohon

ofhavrng a chorcc rn onc's marrragc Thc conccpoon ofguardranshrp also secs to protect

and facrl(atc thc fcmalc gcndcr. r! docs not trcat *omen as chrldrsh, * rrhour ha\ rng an\

scnsc of declsron maklng Such a facrlrt) sccurcs a woman agaDst berng manlpulatcd ln

the name of culturel nofins, guafiutcerng a dlgnrty pcrtalnlng to thelr cholce of havmg

surtable Ilfe pa(ncrs for thcmsclves

Cascs of marrragc of mrnor grrls havc bccn secn m the Saudt soclety for whrch rs

acccpted by halfof thc soclcty zrs thc survcy has rcsultcd and borh th€ groups ofscholars

$ho are rn favour of thc marrragc of mrnor gtrls and who arc agatnst tt havc thc strong

logrcs from Sharr'eh

4.2.3. Womcn and work

Islam cntrustcd both of thc scxes wlth drffcrcnt duttcs and cach has to fulfill hrs/hcr

dutrcs to help rn burldrng thcrr communrg both mstdc md outsrdc homc A man's lask rs

to strengthen hrs famll) cconomrcall) t\htlc a woman's dut) rs that o[ bnngtng up

chrldrcn wlth carc and show empethy toward thcm, cducatlng thcm. manag,ng fcmalc

school, partrcrpathg mcdrcally as \rcll as othcr tasks suttable for womcn Crvng up thc

domcstrc tasls dcstroys thc enhrc famlly and. rn thc cnd. thc socret) rurns rnto an cmpr\

unrt. a structurc wlthout rcaltt) or substancc

I hnp /811 cnorcs c.rrroprc qomcn_nghll b SrdlAr$r.4cnc no@,loo Ace$cd on Apnt 2E 2Ol5
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Allah Almrghty fashroned womcn *lth a body complctcly dlffercnr from men so rhat

$omcn mrghl havc the capacrry 1o ha-ndle frmrly affarrs and addltronall) othcr dutrcs

relatcd to \^omcn Woman's cngagcment rn men's Job ls not consldered rn falor ofhcr

physrque and nature It ls an offense agarnsl women for lt dcstrols her posltton The

effcct gocs on to her klds as thcy lose love and carc Thls ts bccausc nobod) can perform

the rolc of a mother when she dlschargcs hersclf from hcr emplre. shc loses hcr stabrl().

tranqullrt) and wrll Lvc rcstlcssly

So. lt rs more valuablc to cltc thc confcsstons ofthe lntcllcctuals ln the East and thc Wcsl

rcgardlng the adversc cffccts of frce rnternrngltng so thc nvals mlght be convrnccd and

find out thar the laws oflslarn arc for rhc safety ofwoman

Guardlanshlp rs thc obltgahon ofmcn who provrdes thc cconomrc support to womcn and

p.otccts hcrfrom cvlls of norldly ltfe as mcntloned tnrhe followlng A\ah

' llen are lhe prolectott and mofilanett ofyomen I

It ls for thc reason ther Allah has made onc ofthem to stand out for the other's $ell bcrng

and bccausc thev pay out to mamtatn them from thcr rcsources Lctitng a women go out.

rs aBarnsl hcr naturc crcatcd m hc. by Allah Lcttmg womcn lo talc par( ln mcn's $orl ts

ven flsk\ for Islamlc culturc Among thesc nsks ls the frcc tntermt\tng of mcn and

womcn. \\'hlch ls vlcwed as onc ofthc extrcmc mcans to lnfideltty that crushes the \,alucs

and ethrcs ofsoctefy

Allah hcs commanded \lomcn ro stav rn thelr homcs and has prohlbrtcd them from frce

lntermrn8|ng wlth outslder men rn thc same placc. for cxemple, m !\orl place.

markctplacc. raveltng and tnps elc Womcnts engagcmcnt tn men,s Job $tll dlrect to

commlttlng prohlbltcd acts and golng agamst AIlah's commands and tgnonng the legal

rcsponsrblllttes asslgncd to a Mushm woman

Frce rntermrnglrng of malcs and fcmalcs and thc Nays leadlng to rl are forbrdden tn

Islam Allah Almrght) says

,lnd srat tn tour houses and do not dtspla )ourtebes t*e thul of the tmet of
tgnoronce and perlorm A\-Saldt tlqantdt-as-Saldt) ahd gie Zakdt and oblt,,tltah dnd
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Hts llertenger Alldh wrshes ohly to rcnov Ar-Ru\ levl deeds ond s:l:,si fuont rcu, O

nenbers o[ the fanl)' bf the Prophet) ond to purtly ],ou v\th a lhorough purii.dtro \

''AnLl re enbet lO yo lhe memhets oI the Prophet s fanh, the Gruces o/ ro t Lotd)

thatYhrch6rec ed th your houk\ oJthe Verses oJ 4llah and Al-H*nah 1t c Prophet s

Sunnoh - legal uay.s, to g^e |our rhankt to Alldh and glorrf Hs Prdrvt lor thn e1r n

ontl the Sunnahl I'enh llldhtsEyerllostCourteou\,llell-.lcquamtedtltthaltthngt,

Allah has lnstructcd thc Prophet's $lvcs, ma) Alleh bc plcascd wtrh rhem. and all rhe

Mushm Eomen to stay tn homcs to save ftom harm and kcep thcm far from thc savs of
evrl When a uoman goes out wrthout need. thls mtght bccome thc way ro TabarruJ ln

addrtron to other mctdenrs Allah has commanded womcn to perfofin acovltlcs that

protect them. such as offeflng pra)cr, gtvmg Z.akah. observmg fasls and obe\hg Allah

and Hls Mcssengcr. whtch guard them from prohtbrted acts ln that case The Almlghtv

gurded them to what advantages them ln thls llfc and rn thc Hcrcafter, for erample.

recrtatlon ofthe Qur'an and lcamrng thc Hadrrh rcgularly as thcse acts punf) thc heans

cnd lead lhcm to the Truth Allah AlmrShty says

"O Prophet' Tell rour u'Nes and |our daughrcrs and lhe v,omen ofthe belrc\e^ to drur
lheu cloal* 6erls) all orer thet bode\ (t e screen thens.h,es completel),cxcept the ?j,,es

ot one q'c to see the vu)) Thal wll be better, thst they shoul.l be knoy,n (as frac

rc\pecldbl. vom.n) so as not to be onnq,ed ,lntl .lltah s Ever Oft-Forgtttng, ,lloi

Allah has commanded Hrs Prophct (pcacc bc upon htm) ro tcll hls Br!es. daughrers. and

the Mushh $omcn to cover thctr bodles propcrly whcn thcy lcavc thclr homes ln nced to

gct a$ay from the trouble ofpcoplc wtth weak fatth

Thrs rs unfarr for womcn to work m thc sarnc work placcs wtth mcn. frec mtermr\lng

surrende ng hcr fcmlnlnty and losmg her modest) for equaht),berween thc tvro gendcrs

99



lslomE prcspacts lot tedress

[hat arc drstnctrvc ln structurc conrent lt rs thc dut] of Musltm to avold thc mcans that

show the way to evrls Therc ls no doubt that gazlng and frce mtxlng ofmcn and womcn

ln workpleccs are horrrble ways thet lead ro aduhcr) It ls unsafc for women lo \\ork urth

mcn ln thc samc place es rt rs unfcasrblc for thcm to lowcr thclr gazc guard thcrr pans

and purrfy ther soul whrle worklng tn thc same place Islam has restnctcd all thc sourccs

that lead to prohrblted acts It also forbrdden for womcn to soften thclr drscourse whtlc

convcrslng r\ rth mcn as thts may stlr thc dcsrres ofmen r,lth \cak falth Thc Qur'an

sa) s

''Or+tesoftheProphettYouot.notlrk anv olher $,omen If yu keep|our dury th
llldh), then be not soft tn speech, lest he n u h()se hearl ts o d$ea\e to_fhlpocr\t or ertl

Llestrefor adulteal thould be ntovedwth desre ',

lt rs drfficuh to obscrvc the above mentloncd lnstructton ln an cnvfonmcnt whcrc there tt

ts consrdercd a part of communrcatlon sktlls Ce(atnl), the spcechcs wrll be softenrng

durmg the conversatron at thc worlplacc and Satan wtll \york to beauUf\ therr acttons and

aftract thcm to commlt tllegal acts The best act for womcn aftcr covenng her bod\ end

facc ls to sta) m hcr home lslam does not allow ! woman to tntemlx frcely utth stranger

(non-mehram) men so she may not cause of Ftnah drl.ctlt, ot tndlrccth, It commands

her to stay rn her homc and not go outslde wtthoui nced [n case a !{omln goes out for

necd shc should obscrvc thc rulcs of Sharl ah es 'rc can find out thc ctlque(es from thc

talc of hryo fcmale shcphcrds dcscnbcd ,n thc hol) eur'an ln thts case, prophet Musa

(AS) met t$o young grrls wartrng for thcrr tum ncar thc wcll to glrc watcr to therr hcrd

\\'hen hc rnqulred thcm about therr mattcr thc rwo young grls replted that rherr fathcr ls

too aged (o movc toward thc wcll so thc) nccdcd to gvc water to hrs herd tn hrs placc,

Barbara Stowasscr' asscrtcd thar the case of thesc Nvo glrls glvc th€ €\ample of rhc

modest) e\pected from Musllm womcn ln thc workplacc. srncc thc) hcld up unfll the

othcr shepherds had done Shc furthermorc makes lt as evrdcnce rhat Mushm rvomen

workrng outsrde ther homc tn nccd ts rcllglously acccptablc

Al-Qulm,ll i-l
Al-Qq'd ll2l

'Brbeei.clcr Srorasc. q6 aprol6e. D lh. Ar$ md Islmc sludrcs dcp.mcir.l cft.-EcloN Untrcrsrs Shesa m rn\ruablc schold on romcn s $udr.s h lhc Quf& &d H rh
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"Thrs Qur'anrc storv. then hcre scvcas as scflpturahstrc proof that Muslm womcn's

worklng outsrdc of thc homc ls rchgtously acccprablc only as long as ,r ls trul)

unavordable and does not cntatl assocHuon wlth non rclatcd males "

whrle a \\oman stays rn hcr homc she bccomcs stablc splrrtually fecls pcacc. and has

confrdencc On thc other hand. $hcn she leavcs her home. she fecls uncomfonablc.

rcstless. and stressed and shc mlght be suffer to evrl consequcnccs Islam docs not allo\\'

bclng alone wlth a membcr of the oppostte gcnder wrthout a Mahram Thrs ts ro obstrucl

thc \rays to corruptton. block thc uays that lcad to crrmcs and protcct thc be|e\crs from

thc cvrls ofSatan Allah's Mcsscngcr (p.ecc bc upon htm) satd

I qm not le@ tng bchmd me ory tnal more hatmlul to men than women :

'So hL,rate of (getm< nfotuated by thB u,orld and women The /ist tnol oJ thc
Chldren ol tsrael uas due to v'ome,t 3

Some supportcrs of frce rntermrngltng of malcs and females prescnt fie surface

ludgmcnts of somc legal contcnts as logtc ln favour ofthclr clalms For mstancc thc\

arguc that fe\r womcn wcre uscd to accompany the prophct (pcacc be upon htm) ln somc

wars [n respond. (hcsc womcn wcnt tn nccd and thelr Mahrams wcrc wlth thcm The1,

\\ent out for the cause ofrelgron and for varrous lntcresls ofUmmah that dld not lead ro

comrptron. for thcrr strong fatrh and Taqwa md thctr Mahrems used to take carc ofrhcm

The] nould lrkcwrsc bc drcsscd m HUeb contrrdlclor) to ladres of thc present hmc Itls
clear that the rssuc of womcn gorng out to \rork ls far dlfferent ln relatton to the fcmalc

Sahabah Thosc wcre Just cxcepttonal cases Looklng at thc Islamlc vlctoflcs and thc

battles drscloscs rhat thrs facl was not thcrc all through hlstory Wlthrespcc!tothose$ho

encouragc nomen toJorn the mllrtary. other forccs to fight ln battles such as mcn rhlsl,

lust an cffon to dcstro) thc ethlcs ofthc soldrers for rhe sdlc of cntcrlarnmc Mcn s

naturc rs to feel calm wrth, and convcrse wrth \romcn whllc bcmg alonc It ls good to

block all thc ways to Frtnah rhan facrng cvrls latcr on Shaykh ,Abd zlAztz tbn Baz!

r Babr2 r rc!.J Smsr$r, Woh€n n th. eur a\ uadr tron dd Inrcrlrcl.uon O\ford Lhrlc6lo pres 
I 99,1 p 6l

S.hrh Al-Bulh& Ktr$41-N[rh Hrdrrh no.ltot
'S.IrhAl-Muslh lrr.! Al-Rrq.q, H.drrh no 7t2t
a Th. hc.d ollhc Councrl oascnror'Uldr Dd crod Muur

101



ttlomE prctpects lot rcdrcss

recommcndcd that \\omcn ought not to worl outsrdc the home at all "Rcmovrng a

\roman from hcr home means rcmo!lng hcr from \}hat hcr natural slatc and hcr charactcr

requrrc \\'omcn cntcrlng lhc rcalm ofmcn rrc a drnger for Islamlc socrct) !hat rt leads to

mr\rnB of thc scxcs }hrch rs consrdered thc marn path to adultcn wh,ch spl(s socrct\

and nrecks morals "'

Dr Mustafa Husny Al-Srbl'y (ma) Allah bc mcrcrful to hrm) c\amrncd the oulcomcs of

r\omcn gorng out for $ork rn hrs book 'Al'Llor'ah baln 'll-Fqh *'o 'l|'Qanun'- n 'thtch

hc mentloncd vlcw of wcs(cmcrs on lvomcn s cmplo)mcnt. Somc of rlc\\s are

Lord B)ron declarcd the prcscnt statc of uomen as an rtlficral and unnatural onc b\

slattns "Thou8ht of thc stetc of \\omcn undcr thc anclcnt Crccks con!€nlent enough

Present stare. a rcmnant ofthe barbarrsm oftha chrvalrlc and the feudal ages. artrficral

and unnatural Thc) ou8ht to mtnd home end bc wcll fcd and clothed but not mrxcd rn

soclcl " Engllsh wrrtcr [2dy Cook sard that mcn hkc and rnchnc to\\ard a mr\€d

envlronmcn( Womcn, thcrcforc, are lcmptcd to somclhlng that clashEs tlllh thclr human

nature and thc domrnatcd co-cd systcm wrll rcsults rn more lllcgal chrldrcn rn soclet\

She namcd lt as thc grcatcst dlsastcr cncouraglng pcoplc to lnstruct fcmalcs (hat men are

pcrsuadrng 10 cvll Thc Brrtrsh wntcr Samuel Smllcs vlewed lhc $orllng \omcn as lhc

rcason ofth€ femlt] dcstructlon Accordrng to hlm. the socrct] that alloucd women to

\rorl rn rndtrstrl.l zoncs rcsults ln brcakdo*n of flmll) s)stcm. the basrc unlt and

tnstttutlon ofthc homc

Encouragrng \+omcn to come out for *calth and famc dlsturbrng hcr famrl) llfc and

deprvrng chrldrcn ofthclr nghts ofmatcmal calc and lovc has affcctcd \romcn's morals

\I'omcn s natural Job and task ls to rarsc lt strong. hcalthy and honorablc famrll She ts

mostl! rcqurrcd to dcal wlth houschold rcsponsrbrlrtrcs. homc financlal matlcrs. and olher

domcstrc nccds but $orkrng rn Induslrrcs has strlppcd the woman and changcd thc looks

and !hc realltr€s of famrly systcm Womcn camc under numcrous lnflucnccs and burdcns

that transformcd (hc mrndsct and attrtude accordlng to thc cnvlronment The rncrcascd

rate of crrme and famtl) crrscs n man, wcstcm soclctlcs arc bccausc $omcn hate

drsregardcd her homc and famrly for thc sale of doublc lncomc Thc lncomc cnhanced

rSh.r\htbnD ,\romci! Uorr s Qurcl Road lo Aduh.n" A] M6l,mon Inlomdron  ce\! Lomps\ A.zh

I\css Scn,ce Drplomdrc R.@rd.r lac Nc$sl.lr.r D.hb6c  PS Orte'2zrron vol 4'r no ll 15lme 199{'
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but thc ethrcs dcclnc Woman's comc back to hcr homc s the only wa) to keep the

gencratlons srfe from dctcnoratlon

I'hese Westcmers sce the rssuc on thc basls ofrcallty and slnccnt). but thc others are rhe

cnemres of lslam, the] cagerly wrsh womcn 1o go out and work wlth mcn For dccades

lhe! have bcen stflvlng and spcndtng money to achreve rhrs purpose. so $c thc Nlusltms

should nol support or facrlrtate thclr purposes A $oman staylng at her house ts reall,

scrvrnS hcr natlon by carrytng out hcr homc tasks subscqucnt to pcrformmg relgtous

dutlcs as rt sults hcr nafural charactd She mav usc her cxtra ttme rn ficlds that sult her

natue such as nursrng. teachtng. and trcatlng plhentl mcdlcallv end coopcraltng lrrth

men ln soclet),'s bcttenncnt [n thrs way \\omen should follow th€ role ofrhe Mothcrs of
thc Bchevers (May Allah rcward rhem thc bcst) and those who try to be Lkc thcm rn

educatrng. coordlnatlng. dlrcchng the natlon, and convcyrng the commandments of Allah

Alml8hry' Nla) Allah hclp us carrylng our our obltgatrons tn thc bcsr wa) thar plcascs

IIlm and guard us from all thc sources of Fttnah and satanlc traps Hc ls the Most

Generous

{.2.4. Right ao yotc

Islam has gr\,en thc ftcedom ofexprcsston to cveryone and thc womcn also have rhc flgh1

to share hcr ophlon The Qur'an has approvcd thc followmg rulc ln dcaltng ulth lhe

rssucs rclatcd to thc affarrs ofrhc Mushms

"Thor! rho hearken to ther Lord, and eitabhsh regular Pra|er. y)ho tconduct) rhen

alfatrs bt mutual Consultotton, vho spend out of vhat ll'e bettor| on the lor

The above mentroned ayah dcscrrbcs thar thc oplnton of mosr of rhc Mushms mrght be

made the ageregatc law rn a Musllm state Thc golcrnmenr should be conccrned to the

lomt rssues of ,ts netronals Thcrcfore, tn accordance wtth thc teachtng ofthc Qur'an, the

slstcm ofgovcrnment and lts dtffcrcnt affalrs must be chosen through consultatton whcre
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evcryone partrcrpates rn thc consultatlon drcctly or lndrrecrly by thcrr selec(cd lcglslatrvc

body

Slmrlarly as the lssuc of the nghr to votc ls conccmcd. the Qur'an has clearh gtvcn thc

nghl to panlclpatc m nrhon-s affafs through consultehon rn the same vcrse qtth no

drstrnctron ofmcn and womcn tn thc consultahon process '

Westem Borld have grvcn womcn the rlghr to votc less than 100 ycars ago wlthout an)

rcllglous sljppo(. onl) when they asked and fought for thclr fundamental nghts On thc

conkary lslam has glvcn thc votlng nght to womcn almost 1.500 ycars ago Islam docs

not prclent a woman from holdhg the posrtton surreblc to hcr role and naturc For the

selectron of Uthman tbn Affan (May Allah be plcase t\lth htm) for caltphalc-

Abdurrahman Ibn Affan (May Allah be plerscd wrth hrm) consultcd man) [omen as

they are cncouragcd ln Islam to contnbute through th€lr oplntons Th€re arc numerous

cascs of the prophct s tlmc whrch pornt roward that thc women Bould pose questlons

drrectl) to hlm and suggest htm conccmtng rcLgrous. financral and o(hcr soctal matters

Thc farwa rssued by thc Europcan Counctl for Rcscarch and Fatua dcclares

'N{usllm panlclpahon ln electtons ls a netronal dur1, rt falls undd co-operatlon on that

[hrch rs good and ghteous for thc socrcty and wardrng offharms from lt " lslamrc belrcf

slstcm as bascd on the laws of rhe Holy Qura'n cnsurcs that bclrcvcrs may cooperatc

amongst thcmselvcs so as to mantfcst flghtcousncss end plct\'tn thctr atrttudes so as to

ascenarn thc publlc rntcrcst rcfered ro as 'maslaha' Thc grcat scholar Ifiam Alsharrb,

furthcr dcvclopcd thc mcntroned nohon lnro thc conccptlon ofObJecttves of the Shafl ah.

whrch rs consultcd by Musllm scholars so es to shapc thc c\tstmg lar*s rn accordance

\1th thc changrng trcnds as elabomted b, thc Hol) verscs from the Hol) euran I c

'Allah docs nol rvrsh hardshlp on Hrs servanLs": Thc rulcs cstablrshed b) the True

DlvlnLry, arm at facrlrtatmg the bchevcrs and thus guarantce lntercst of the human souls

rn thrs uorld and hcreafter Al-Qarda*r starcs that the teachrngs ofthc eur an and the

I gome. s ighr ro !ot." http //h1 bdcBr-dn-srstam codq-a.l-rpolocsiuomen-md{o nCjr8hlj-
r{rD,  cccss.d on FchruE ll 2015
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Iladrth arc baslcally ln accordancc wrth human mtcrcst ' Shaykh Nrzam Ya qubr, world's

rcnowned scholar from Behmrn, stetcs -In thc mattcr of clcctlons and lottng \\c must

look at what ls m the best rntcrcst of thc whole communrty (maslaha) and Bhat ls lesscr

ofthc h\o cvrls (Alhaf ad-DararaF)" Sha)kh Muhammad al-KaBthafl (Dar al-tftah -
UK). statcs that thc conccpt of votmg at tlmcs bccomc an esscnllal socral practlce, thc

schohr takcs refercnce from thc Hadrth ln thrs regard as follows

'lf people rce an oppresrot ohd donT prevnl htm, then tr terl l*el1' that Allah *'ll
mclude ullo/ tfun n the pu tsht ent "'

Thus. rf one sees thc corruptlon. mNtrcatment, dtscnmmahon and vtolatton of nghts and

har,c ths 63r.6,1,t to stop lt by glvmg hrs/hcr vole but one does not do so thcn ln the

Lght of thrs Hadrth one wlll bc accountable Womcn arc not e\cluded from the above

mcnuoned command so thcy havc full flght of votlng rn Islam fu ls thc obhgatlon of a

mcn and \omcn to stflvc ro choosc good ruler who govcms ]ou rhe la\r of Allah

Almlghtv and lead you to paradlsc

Saudt women havrng 6qqurs6 e 20 pcr ccnt of scats tn consultauve councll are no\\

contnbut,ng to nahonal affatrs Ncw laws ucrc passed tn favor of \romen stncc thc\

Jolned the councrl. ln addltton to thclr ght to votc and standtng as contestants rn

electrons of munrctpal councll Besldcs, \lomen hold scnlor posrs ln thc go\crnmcnt

sector r\here the number offemalc cmplo)ces has maumzcd to t pcrcent du ng the last

year elone rsaudr govcmmcnt had glvcn vohng nghr to women but sull lt ts ln the words

and latrs Dcccmbcr 12. 2015, thts *as thc first clcctton m Saudl Arabta rn 11hrch *omcn

$crc allowcd to partrclpatc as voters and werc clcctcd as polltlctans It uas a hrstorrc

occasron At least lE womcn clcctcd to muntcrpal counclls ln Saudl Arabta's first

elecuons opcncd for fcmalcs Salma burt Hlzab al-Otctbt becamc the first femalc

YuiulAl- Qedr*r Al.IJlrhad el-Mu sr Brtn..ljndrbar $a .lJnfi..l Dd .1,T.$2r Nr n-N6hr (rm lgSt
5l
:Ilusnld Imm Ahm2d bnHobrl H.duh rc l12
' uo,rca Var'nn' cd*.1As.mbh Hum& tugh6 Codc'l
Rclrcs Renon ol th. wo.kng Group on rhc Untrcrsd
4{IR(,25/l

TEnrY-filth rssro( AScnda r'.m 6, trntr dlal Psrodtr
Pcnodrc R.rEs S2udr &ahra. :6 Deccmh.r l0ll
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polrtrcran rn Modrakoh, Mok*ah provrnce whcn shc r*on a scat of councttorlFemalc

candrdates were banned from spcaklng to malc votcrs and wcrc requlrcd to scgregatc

thcrr campalgns for €lcctrons Thcy also facc problcms dunng clcct,ons of provmg

ldenht) and because of Irmrted number ofrcgrstratron ccntcrs 
! All ovcr thc uorld. thcrc

are people for and agarnst thrngs Cntrcs ofthc munlcrpal elcctrons havc mentloned the

lack of transparcnc) and thc llmltcd autho tles of thc councrls as srgns of a lack of reel

polrtlcal rntcrest rn powcr sharrng I Observcrs do not see thc uscfulncss of currcnt

elcctrons. thc) scc t as one morc step lo*ards wcstcmzatron end a meac formallq Just

bccause of European pressure Many pcople thlnk electlons areJust for shoE bcceuse the

govcrnment pants to dcmonstEtc that thcre arc reforms On contrary. thcre are pcoplc

$ho !rc}\ed clcctrons posrtrvcly as n€ccssary for thc advancemcnt ofthe country Onc of

lhem ls Lama al-Sullrman. a candldatc rn Jcddah. told Al Jaze€re "The rntcmatlonal

medla somelrmes has namow vrews. thcy only rcport the bad storrcs Wc have them. rl,c

havc weakncsses and cvery cltEcn gocs through challcngcs, thosc shouldn't bc b.Lltled "l

If thcrc rs no mlxmg wlth mcn and thcrc ls no vrolatron of shei'ah then r\'hat pre\ents

rvoman from vottng

Conclusion

Throughout thc twenncth ccntury, the status, rolc. and obycctrves of $omen m the Arab

$orld havc becn an rntegral pan of thc progrcssrvc and rcvoluhonar) strategrcs that has

been a part of socrety as scholarly and pohtlcal lcaders tncd to change lts establrshment

and rnstrtutlon by puttrng lnto practlce drffcrcnt plans of rmprovcmcnt. ad!anccment and

socral changc lnrcndcd to gct cqualt) \r rth thc Wcst Challcngc ol the lcadrng \\esl to

Islamlc culture tumcd rnto b€camc basrc elcment of thc rdeologrcal plans adopted as

standards of progress and changc by drffcrcnt groups In thrs process. womcn have

consrdered the symbols of thc transformatron of thc soclal ordcr. consequcntl) garnrng

\ "soudtAtobto F6tworn.n cou.c ors cl.c:t?d- BBC N.ws, 12 Oeccmb€r, 2015
) http //edrt on cnn coml2075112/B/||o dlfitst-vton.n-elGct€d'to-office ,n's.ud,-.r.b,./
r http //ww.llazc.ra com lnews/zlLs/Lzl.n.lysts women votrnE'saudr .rabra 1512130554354s3 html

'http //M alr.!c.r. com / news/20L5/t2lwon],cn-\'tn-scats-l.nd m. rk s.udr'ar.b,a €lectrons
151213054750832 html
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stitlus as transpoftcrs and marntalncrs ofsocral and rclrglous valucs Advanccd rlestern

man fcll severelv rnto mrstakc rn bllnd acccptancc of the notron of thc equallt) of the

gendcrs wrthout the conccm of what cquahty m€ant for Modcm thrnklng shoqs thal

grantrng equrvalent status to women ls bangtng thcm out of therr homes and malrng

thcm stand facc to facc wlth mcn ln all aspccts of hfc \\ lthout an) consrdemtron of monl

and soclaLproblems whlch ma) result

Mus|m \\omen's frcedom. status end posltlon have been thc focal pornt of drscusslon rn

Wcstcm medla and rn polrtlcal dralogucs Classrficatron of Mus[m women as

" opprcssed," "rg[orant," submlssrvc," "uneducated ' and thc \romeh who hccd rcscuhg

from therr vlolent famlhes and communrfrcs are wldcsprcad rn the Westcm mcdlr,

cspeclally the casc of Sludr women Wcst prcscntcd the supposed dllemma of Bomcn

Lvlng ln Muslrm countncs as thc symbol of lslamlc percccuuon Realrt) ofuomen lssues

rn Saudr Arabla rs contrarv to thrs cxaggcrated dcscnptron The rcason behrnd thrs

unsubstanttatcd ponralal ls prcludrce and unfamlhanB of Wcst wrth thc Saudr culture,

values and slmbols Therc arc two maln sourccs ceuscs mrsconccphons about lhe status

and posrtron of Musllm *omcn. onc ls that some Mushms *ho mrght valdate th€lr

domrnancc b1 abusmg womcn on thc premlse of Islem and thc other source ls that non

Muslms who arms to reprcscnt Islamlc crvrl[atron as baclward and abusrvc So thc

leadcrs and rchglous establlshment rntended to protect nahon from follor\lng the values

of West bllndl] partrcularly followlng the hfe style of Westcm womcn '

lslafi scparatcs the roles and crrclcs of work for mcn and women srncc rt rs normal.

reasonable and naturel to do so Howclcr lslam consrdcrs \oman as $oman and man as

man, scelng the natural drffcrcnhatron lt drvldes worl bctwcen thc two gcnders as

opposed to the equalrt, of worl The natural tcndcncy of \\omen rs to support. grle

comfort and plcasc thclr mcn and thc lnnate rnchnatron of mcn ls to malnta,n and protcct

thclr r\omcn lawfully Islam commands human bcrng to follo\r such natural rnclrnatlons

b] dcveloprng and suppoftng famlly relatrons and by rcjecthg rdeas that arc basrcall)

forergn to human nature Saudl Arablan soclct) wants to cnjo) the modem fecrlrtres on

'Abd .ll.h,bn MuhM.d N-Dub.vMr, G.ncr.l Supdrer E6rcm Btuch Comrlcc lor rhc Prop.geron ol
\1tuc ad Percnnon olvre CncuhrllTt,'6T/l2l9,l S.ptcmb.r ll l9t2
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ell lelels wrth thc determln.tlon to save the natlon's rehgrous ldentr$ and lts soclal

customs Slnce many tntcllectuals and a numbcr ofrescarchcs havc provcn that 1\omen s

rlShrs are 'crrtrcal to cconomlc dc\clopmcnt, actlve cl\ ll soclety and Eood

gorcmance"'and thc World Bank hr8hllghts that cquallty ofwomcn ls a baslc obJcctlvc ln

rts o\!n flght2 so thc lssue of womcn's nghts took placc whcn thc cfforts were madc to

talc \\omcn outsrdc thc homc and to makc usc of thcm ln countr]'s devclopmcnt One

factor behrnd the lssue ofltomcn's rlghts ls the prescnce of Amcrlcan cltlzens ln Saudl

socrcty urth orl productron rn 1970 s and q rth thc foundahon of 'ARAMCO'' (Arabran

Amcflcan Orl Company) rn Dhahran Amerlcan ofllclals brought thelr famllres and

constructcd scveral comPmles end sta(cd llvlng ln Wcslcm sqlc Amcrlcan \\omen $ere

cnloyrng the facrhtles whrch werc forbldd€n for Saudl v,omcn. such as dnvlng cars_

shopplng unverled ln thc shoppmg ccnlers, t!orklng wlth mcn and many orhcr thrngs As

a result Saudl \romcn started asklng for thc samc rlShts as thctr Am€rrcan partne's A

study tltlcd 'Oll, Islam. end Womcn" told that 'lhcrc ls an ln\ersc rel.tronshrp bct\\ccn

orl and rvomen's soclal and pohttcal opportunrtlcs md thc Mlddlc East's dlre record rn

rvomen's rlghts and equallq was not duc to thc lcgacy of Islamtc culturc but ls r2thcr

attnbutable to oll " Thc rcccnt mofto m thc Amb world promotmg 'borrowlng tcchnolog)

bul not rdeology ftom thc west"'tclls the objcctlvc that thc rcform ls only taklng palace

rn lerms of country's devclopmcnt and the ldca "dcvclopmcnt leads to cqualrty was not

apptlcablc rn all cascs but r hcrrcllcd on upon thc kmd ofdevelopment So development

for thc prcservatlon ofsoclcty's norms. laws. and tradltlons ls allo*cd ln thc countr) '

Saudr rndrvrduals havc thcrr own moral pcrspcchvcs and requlrements lt ls Lnown that

whrt ls fit for one soclcty, may not fit for olher soclctles so to be vcry stmlght. thc West

should first lnqulrc Saudr women about thclr vlcws rcgardlng changc before starlrng

movcments to changc Iaus rclated to womcn For Saudl womcn. rcformtng cultural 2nd

socral approachcs agalnst pubtlc dtscourse of socral substanccs ln order to promote

' th. Pl)offrom Womcn s tulhb roEtp Alfam lsobcl Col.m4
hftp //h.;onlrnc or8/tloul &d;!Pt!€?o[ctron joumds&hddl''hco lomds/ror'832Ldrv _tE&d_&p]se

'liorldBrl wo 
-,1D.'.lopmoi pon G.ndcrfqu.lrtt odD.vclopE.trt $ahrrltonDC 20ll

h(p /t'lcEsourc.s worldbd o.8[NT\\ DR-20I 2/Rcsourc.s/?77t I 05-1299699961513/'?862 l0

II1591623M4iO\.Nrcr-EDd*hpda Aces$don Jd21 l0l5
IYlonnc Yrb.cktl.dd.d Enr$nBetl Fmdl), "wono R.bgron &dSocldchd'lc sunv Prcs\ l9E5 p297

'Mrch.elL Ro\s O klu udlomcn An nce Poll'c.lScrcne R'\t$ 200i p107'lll
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authcntrc and long lastrng change hrs provcn to bc morc lmportant than surfacc rssucs

hkc dress and thc flght !o dnvc Saudr \ omen alrcad) havc a hrgh dc8rce of

rndcpcndcnce and rhcy vrel} that thc krnd changcs would bc opposcd to N4ushm values

and an unuantcd Wcstcm cultuml lnflucncc wcstam womcn app€ar as sla\es. slaves of

cconomlc slslcm. fashron rndustry and devclopmcnt plans Wcstcm soclct) vte$cd thcm

as machrnes $rth no braln s)stem worhng all thc trmc for mone) and strugglrng for

fame to lool desrrablc and anract others What about hbcralrng molhers and deprrvrng

chrldrcn from mothcr's lovc and carc \rho arc Just slx $ccls old what about lcavtng

chrldrcn rn carc ccntcrs to lcam thc valucs from strangers, Contrar) to that *hat aboul

celLng Nomcn old fashroncd and typlcal who prcfcrs to stay at homc to rarsc thc famrly'

Brcakdo[n of the famrly unrt cruscs thc dcstnrclron of socrcty's slructure rn Wcst Call

for thc frecdom of womcn arosc ln thesc dlssolutlvc communrucs that looL lrkc a

mrsgurdcd and wcak cndcavor to Bct protcctron Such protcctron rs acccsslblc onl) t\hcn

th€ pcrson turns back to Allah and accepls thc rolc for whrch hc or shc $as crcalcd

Dr Mohammcd Badahdahl. sored that the Wcst havc doublc slandard to deal $rth

human nghts as lhc) h'ghlrght thc rssue of a Saudr lndlvldual as a maJor rssuc \rhrle

rgnonng thc krlhng of thousands Muslrms. hc sard Il rs thc dut) ofall countrrcs and

socrctrcs to respcct rchgrous farths, bchcfs and cultures ofdrffcrcnt commun(rcs rn order

to promote pcacc and stabrlrty rn thc Norld." \rhlle drsapprovrng Swcdrsh Forcrgn

Mrnrstcr MarSot Wallstrom's' antr-Saudr rnvcctrve. he sald

'U'e arc nor rmposrng Sherr'ah on others \\'hy do thcn S*cdcn and olhcr Wcstcm

countrrcs crltlcrze thc Krngdom \+hcn ra€ arc rmplcmcnlrng Sharr'ah ln accordancc \\tth

our fa(h, Thrs rs clcar rnterfcrcnce ln our lntcmal affarrs and Saudr Arabra r.lll not

tolcrate such attlcl(s" :

Through c\amrnlng thc status and posltlon of womcn rn lhc lrngdom

mentroncd rn repons and ncws. Islam s provrsrons for womcn lnd the

and that \ hrch rs

results ofsurve) I

L lecr€rx\ lenrrJl o, ln. $orld 
^s\.nbl! 

o, Mulm \ oulh l\\AMY)
: Rchrnd S\cdcn s rrr.d. rs . hrdd.n q.sr.rn i!endo ro (ern,sh Islrm
htrp $$\ rabnc\s com'fc.ucrvnc$r710221  cess.don Apnl ll l0l5
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havc become con!lnccd that thc west has somc prcconcclvcd Judgmcn6 about \lomcn s

posltlon These Judgmcnts are the results of falsc, slgnlficantly exaggcr{cd propaganda

\! hen the posrtron of Saudr women ls placcd undcr the scannar of Westem prmclplcs and

rhoughts, then thc sald lssucs ongrna(e

It rs lrrahonal to follow the Wcst In every aspect, Wcstcm fcmlnlsm. for lnstance ls

reli[ed b] man] women m Saudr Arabta Thcre arc somc vles of ntcllectuals regardrng

lromcn equallty onc rs Ameny Abdulfadlr statcd ln "Al-Ahram Wcekly" the Wcst's

"dcllnltron of cqualrty cannot work m our Arab world bccausc nclther wlll our women

find Jungles to cut \rood ln. nor our mcn cvcr havc brcasls lo fced bables : Pnnces

Loulr{a Al- Farsal. a mcmbcr of royal famrly statcd that Islam sccs womcn s rlghts as

cqurvalent but drffcrcnt slmultancously

She r8ues'the ullra conservetrlcs and thc ultra hberals both uant the samc thlng the

dcsrruchon of thc Islamlc way", the problcm ls wlth thc lntcrprctatlon of larr She

clalmcd that Saudr womcn havc more rrghts than the westcm women 'thelr ProPert) ls

rn\ lolable and that mcn havc a dut) to look aftcr them 'r West most of thc tlmc ralses

rssucs of human nghts rn Saudr Ambla not duc to iher care for the protcchon of rlghts

but for thc saLe of the[ sccrctcd agenda of tamlshlng thc lmage of Islam and Musllms

Ihc) want Saudr Arabla and othcr Mushm socrctrcs to follo\! thelt culturcs at 1ll lclcls

Thls lcads to lndlffcrcnce to lmpcndrng evrls As tt ls lndtcatcd bY thc Hot) Prophet J,fa

rn an agreed upon Hadfh that thcrc wlll bc somc pcoplc who wlll guldc others m a ua)

that ls not accordrng to my gurdancc thcrc urll bc peoplc callng al thc gates of Hell.

and uhoever respond to thclr call. they wltl throw them lnto lt So Sharl'ah forbrds all

mcans lcadrng to unlawful actrons and makcs thcm prohlbltcd ln themselvcs Thercfore. r1

ts obhgatoll upon thc Mushm lcadcrs to pay rnenhon to cvery crlsls and confllcts thal

occurs and rcmrnd pcople to scck .cason bchlnd lt. tf the Muslms drd not condemn

commrttrng mlsdecds thls wlll brrng about thc anger of Allah Alrnlghry upon the Ummah

and rt cncompasscs both thosc who do good and thosc sho do cvll as Allah sals

'Mcmbcrof$c!,g\ptr ccnlr. forMonrlonne woncn s Pnont,cs
I hlrp /$te[t ]tum org c/,'tcc.ssd on M.y6,2015
rhuD /\sa enors co@roDrchom.n s nthls h s&dr e$dlcrc-nor._126 AcessedonN{.\11015
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Andfeor lin t ot oppresson \htch olfectelh nol D pa rculot (onb) lhole oJwu $'ho

do *'rong ottd know that /llah $ ttcl rh punshmenl

And rn Hadrth ln musnad lmam Ahmad bln Hanbal. as rcportcd b) Abu Bakar (RA) that

the Prophct j1*& seld that _rfthc pcoplc scc thc munlrr and lhc) do not change lt. Allah

rs about lo rnflrcr thcm all t*rth Hrs punrshment " The abovc mcntroncd Alah and Hadrlh

makc rt clcar that thc Islam rcqurrcs from Mushms to stand up aSlrnst thts e!ll

Ma! Allah provrdc us all wrth undcrsundrn8 ofthc rchgron and detcrmtnatton rn tt l\4a\

Hc protects and guard us all agalnsl mrslcadlng ordcals Wc also requcst Htm to reform

therulcrsofall Muslms and brmg about rcform through them Indecd He rsabletodo

thrs

4,2.5, Rccommcndations

Anallsrs ofthc data offcrcd somc rccommcndahons

a Thc 'Womcn's nBhb rn Islam should not bcludged b) thc attrtudc ofan
rndrvrdual Mushms do or what the MusIm socrcty docs

b M€asures should bc takcn rncludrng awareness ralsrng campargns to defend thc
lslamrc p€rspectllc of guardranshrp and show thc realrtl of wcstem agenda to

abolrsh thc famrly systcm so that may cntcr to dcsrro\' Islamrc rdcolog)
c Compatlbllrty of tflbal customs rclatcd to manlagc should bc cramrncd tn

accordancc nrth thc obllgatlons undcr sharr'ah

d To ensurc that cffcctrveness appllcatron of la$s should be monrtored b! thc

SOvCmmcnt
e Rtrse a*areness about thc Islamrc pcrspectlve of posrtrvc and laluablc rolc that

\romcn play ln thc socrcty Pubhc lwarcness campargns should focus on lslamrc

approach on thcse rssucs Mcdra carnpargns, scmrnars. and confcrcnces should all

bc cffcclrvcly uscd to convc) fund.mental mcssagcs bascd on lshmtc \ re\r

f TaLc mcasures (o defcnd thc lslamrc pcrspcctrvc of Buardranshrp and shoN the

realrt) of wcstcm agenda

g E\amrne thc compahbrllt) of trrbal customs wrth oblrgatlons under shart ah and

to suggest that apphcatron of laws should be monrtorcd b) thc Sovemmcnl to
ensurc the cffcctrvcncss
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h Rcgular trrlnmg programmes should bc anangcd for the mcmbcrs of the

Commlttcc for thc Promotron ofVfiue and Prcvcntlon of Vrce to deal wlth cases

ofwomcn rn a gcndcr sensltlvc marulcr

The nced of trmc ls that facts must bc acknowlcdged and empowcrcd b) Jolrung
thc dlscusslon about the propa8anda ofwomcn nghts lnto rchglous preachrng

Respect of rchglous and cultural dlffcrcnccs bctwecn the natlons ls nccdcd to

evord mrsconccptrons

Thc nght parametcrs should be used to bnng about srgnlficant changc and should be

developed organrcally wlthln the boundancs ofqhat rs acccptablc and understandablc

10 the Saudr soclct)

There rs a need to rcstorc thc balance bctwean tnbal customs and Islamlc laws rclctcd

Thcre rs a nced of scholarly work to drfferenttate bctwccn Islamlc prlnclples and

Arabrc tradltlonel norms

4.2.6. Findings

Thrs research study pornts to.n exptcrt lack oftnowledge.bout lslamlc l.w

a It ls notrccd that unawarcness about Saudl culturc and thc rntenoonal

mrsreprcscntatton offacts by a brascd mcdla rs thc othcr factor bchrnd thc *omen

tssucs

b In most cases. laws already cxtst lhat guamntce womcn s flghts are holrcver the

lnconvcnlcncc ls ln therr lmplcm€ntatlon or m therr wronS lnterprctatlon by some

csrablrshmcnt

c Problem of shortagc of cmployecs cannot bc solved by women's cmployment tn

mcn's Jobs rather thc propcr solunon ls to crca(c lncentlvcs for lhe thousands of

)outh who refraln from govcrnmcntal work and tum lo prlvatc buslnesscs and

organrzauons Govcmincnt should srmphry thc p.occdures and appllcatlons ol

cmploymcnt and offcr good packages for thc cmployecs

d Where thcrc rs a nccd. changc ls taklng placc and ncw laws arc passrng rn favour

of womcn Thc dccrsron to allow htghly educated, lnflucnlral. brrlllant *omen to

lorn shura counctl and muntctpal councll of Saudl Arabta ts a slgnlficant step

golng on
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e Somc faccts of lslamlc lcgal systems arc not rn cohctcncc wlth the dcmands of
rntematronal human rlghts and womcn rlghts law It crcatcs a notablc clash among

rnternahonal human nghts law and thc Saudr ArabEn natlonal law Il ls the marn

factor behlnd lt ls the unrclablc rcportlng and news

I Femalcs rn Saudr socrery a.e vlctlmrzcd duc 1o the lack ofthc soclal practlces that

arc agarnst Islarnrc behcf systcms and golcmmcnt's mabtlrt) to lmplcmcnl

lslamlc laws prop€rly

8 Whcrc thcre women suffcr rn the communrty whcrc Musllms form thc maJorrl)

and 1re rn authofltv. the fault hcs not wlth lslam bu( wlth the custodtans of the

shafl ah The lmphcatlon rs that, rf womcn suffer mequaht)'trhcrc thcrc should bc

cqualrty, thc persons rn authorlq rathcr than tellgton are responstble for the

sltuatton

h Seudr women havc more frccdom now than they dld two decades ago but thcre

are llmrts Therc rs thc mlnoflly llho would llkc to have the surface rrghts but one

cannol provrdc the mrnoflty wlth such rrghts whrch wrll be challcnged by the

maJoflt)

Prcrure of Saudr women prescnted by Wcst rn rcports and news rs not bascd on reallt) at

all In cascs of ght to educatron, votc. natlonallty lssucs marnagc of mtnor glrls and

somc cases rclated to laws, lt rs based on fact But b]'cxamlnlng reports and ne\\s on thc

basrs ofsurrcy, I can conclude that thc current lssucs of\\omcn s rlghts m Saudr Arabla

are gcncrally based on thc Westem propa8anda It rslust to destrol thc Islamtc lrlucs

and ro abohsh thc strong fmrly system from Musllm soclcty For the klnd purposc thc)

rarscd thc rssuc ofsome surface ghts Therr mam focus ts on Saudt women as woman rs

thc Lcy to future generatron For thc causc, thcy are trapprng womcn by dlfferent

molcmcnts Thesc so callcd movements are clcarly thc call for votce as lndtcatcd b) our

beloved Prophet (PBUH)

+qlLlE ,!rql!r 3U ri.Lriii:,Ulr .)-i J. il ,.J* Jr !
.L)t it\t)'t rs 'thc movements to corrupt thc womcn" We can sec thcse mo\cmenls

for the cause of womcn's rtghts ever]'ryhcrc around us Thls ls not the propcr 1\a] to ask

for nghts. thct do not nced to go out for protcsts 81' kceprng il In mrnd I can sa) that

thcrr purposc ls not the welfare of l'\omcn. rn fact. they want thclr whrshes fulfillcd as Dr

Abdul Kafi sard

iJ-.ll Jl J1-ll ,!..r- 9.;rr) & ,il!l arJ- url1-1l ) 61rl
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'The) do not want womcn's frecdom. but want the freedom to acccss womcn-'

So thc) are focuslng on women to come out and serve thcm and leavc thc home and

famrly for thc causc ofvrcc

Bclng a studcnt of Da'wah studlcs. I havc workcd to show the reallty of rssues and

provrded thc rcscarch to r€store thc accuratc prcturc ofwomcn and therr rlghts ln Saudl

Arabra as rt rs thc duty of a preachcr to fight agalnst thc call for vrce So the Musl,m

Ummah should pay atrentron to savc thclr valucs for thc bcttcrment of futurc gcncratlons

b) mal,ng effoG to prcvent 6sucs taklng place Socrdy should lrkcwrsc gtve tnternal

support for lts membcrs as m thc Hol) Qar'al chaptcr 4. and vcrsc number 6

',1n,1 help one ahother n ghleousnest anrl ptery', but help not one onolher n sn and

Ma) Allah protcct all Musllms rnd Musllm countnes from the evrl plots and Erant the

omcuh succcss to hclp peoplc rcchfy therr affarrs rn thrs Lfe and the hcrcafter
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ANEXURE I

Cors.nt Forln

l, student of lnternatronal lslamtc Unrversty, lslamabad dolng a research and for that I need

your cooperatron | .ssure you that the lnform.tron obtarned from you w'll only be used for

research purpose, the anonymrty and the confrdentrallty of the partlclpant wlll be marntatned

Researcher's Srgnature

lam partrcrpatrng rn thrs research wrth my full consent and I know th.t the lnformatron taken

from me wrll lust be used for the purpose of research

Partrcrpant's SlSnature

L22
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ANEXTIRE II

Oucstionnaire ( in Enslish)

statement of the studv:
It rs a part of research work of M Phrl thesrs at Internatronal lslamrc unrverstty lslam.bad The

followrng rs a survey questronnarre on the sublect of women regardtng therr nghts re Male

Euardranshrp, Employment, DrNrn& vote, Early marna8es Krndly reply the followrng questrons

Note Your response wrll remarn anonymous Your frank and strar8htforward response wtll be

apprecrated

Please frll rn the blank and trck the answer of your chorce

l Male

2 AEe

l Gender 2 Fem.le

2 Marned

2 Employ

3 Mafltal status

4 Your Posrtron

5 Your Specrakzatron

3 wrdowed/Drvorced/separated

3 House wrfe

l Srngle

l Student

6 Number of years srnce workrng

7 Department of work 2.Educatron (te.chrng)

4 Other

l Busrness

3 Medrc.l

1Publc
{Specrfy)

8 Type of rnshtute/ orgenraatron

9 Place of Resrdency

2 Pftvate

SaudrArabra

Awareness of women' rights

There are two separate vrews retardrng mankrnd Accordrnt to one, all human are equal,

therefore a sound socral system rs one th.t rs based on the pnncrple of absolute "equalrty"

Accordrnt to the othet all men or women are drfferent rn thetr mental, physrcal and

emotronal qualrtres, they are drfferent rn the opportunthes hfe glves them and they are

drfferent rn therr natural strengths and weaknesses, so because they are dlfferent,. Eood

socrety rs not the one based on the pnncrple of equallty, but the one based on the pnncrple

of'lustrce"
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(a) Equal (b) Drfferent

2 Socral system of your country rs based on the pflncrple of

(a) Equalrty (b).Justrce

3 ls government provrdrnt you the secunty of your (8hts?

(a)Yes (b)No (c)To some extent

4 ls the contrnuum of women's nghts rn krngdom of Saudr Arabra a myth or realrty,

{a) Myth (b)Realrty

5 ls the uolaton of Saudr wod€n's nghts n the context of some nternatonal repofts and news E hased

on reahty?

(a) Yes (b)No (c)To sonE extmt

6 Does the relgrous requrrement to separate the Eenders lead to any drscflmrnatron rn

socrety)

(a) Yes (b) No (c)To some extent

7 ooes a woman need male guardran to protect her?

{a) Yes (b)No (c)sometrmes

8 Have you seen any case of early marnates rn your regron?

(a) Yes (b)No

9 What rs your pornt of vrew on early marfletes?

(a) Acceptable (b) Unacceptable

For Felnale onlv

10 ls male guardranshrp system a barfler to your flghts?

(a) Yes (b)No

11 How do you feel bern8 rn thrs system of griardranshrp?
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(a) Blessed {b) oppressed

12 Are you an employee?

(a) Yes (b) No

13 (lf yes)Why do yol, work?

(a) To m.ke use ofyour degre.
(b) Economrcrndependence

(c) To help sooety

(d) To frll your trme

(e) Io help the famrly

14 Do you f.ce any gender based drscnmrnatron from the employer?

(a) Yes (b) No

Comments and Recommendations

15 Are you aware of the lslamrc perspectrve of these frve nghts le Male guardlanshlp,

Employment, Dnvrn& E.rly marnages?

(.) Yes (b) No (c)To some extent

16 Are vou s.trsfred wrth the apphcatron ofthese frve n8hts whrch lslam has provrded?

(a)Yes (b) No

17 Does lslam elevatethe status ofwomen?

(a) Yes (b) No

18 Are Saudr women rs the oppressed onez

(a) Oppressed (b) Not oppressed (c)Sometrmes

19 Are women elevated rn an lslamrc culture and oppressed rn the western culture)

(a) Yes (b) No

20 saudr woman rs role model for other women?

(a) Yes (blNo
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21 whrch would be the source of support to saudr women rn case of rll treatment?

(a) Government (b)Awareness ofwomen's nghts

(clWomen's nghts NGOs (d) Re[Bror.rs scholars

22 Why the posrtron of women rn Saudr Arabran socrety rs a complex and frequently

mrsunderstood rssueT

(a) PropagandaofWesternmedr. (b)lackofgoodadmrnrstratron

(c) Exrstence of forertners and therr culture (d) Mrsrnterpretatron of ReLgron

(e) Cusroms and tradrtrons of the socrety (f) other

23 Your recommendatron for effectrve solutrons

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION AND COOPERATION
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ANEXURE III

Oucstionnrirc ( rn Arabic)

,ad Ei.;l

-l lstjlL r rsrt i Jl i:L: J \r!lr JJi-'. L.ll ijLr ',isl J .j!l .)-l i,lur +\)l i-tJl J lJu 1,1

.!J!,:ll ,rJ-r .-yl F.! gl' 'j.dl *-r !i! \r-.ur iJr .r-lr) )l .:sj.i J .s! s' J! gurL-lr

i-!'LJr ei
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