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ABSTRACT

The rescarch provides descriptive and an analytical study of the women’s condition (n
Saudi Arabian soctety wn general and i the context of some reports and news in
particular In addition, 1t examines the current condition of women’s rights by a surves
and provides an analysis of the survey results and reports and news that to what extent
these reports are based on fact and where 1t 1s a case of propaganda It also sheds some
light on Islamic perspective of these 1ssues by giving relevant verdicts in current time

The thesis discusses some rights of women such as male guardianship. early marriages,
emplovment issues and right to vote, the 1ssues which have been criticized by some
international reports and news, and examines to what extent these reports and news are
based on fact and to what extent country has managed to tackle the i1ssuc of women’s
nghts Tt also provides an overview of the major causes of women's rights 1ssues in Saud!
Arabia and presents some cases of women’s rights violation in the context of reports and
news and sheds some hght on the measures taken by the Saudi government to combat
women Issues A survey was conducted to assess the reality of women s rights 1ssues n
the country 91 participants were included 1n this study, out of which 65 were females
and 26 were males with different age groups. all of them were mature and well educated
Majority of the participants were employees, some of them were students, and the rest
were house wives 73% participants were from public sector and 27% were from private
sector, 49% were from education department, 19 % were doing private business, 11%
were from medical department and 21% were from other department or were students
and house wives

According to the results, participants have remarkable awareness about the rights of
women in Islam with different level of awareness so out of 91, only 4% respondents were
not aware of women's rights, 18% were aware to some extent and the rest were having a
good sense of awareness of women’s rights granted by Islam 100% respondents were
with the view that men and women are different i their mental, physical, and emotional
qualitics and the life gives them different opportunities So because they are different, a
good society 15 that which 1s based on the principle of justice and the system of Saudi

state 1s based on justice



Survey shows that the violation of women's rights in the context of nauonal and
international reports and news 1s somehow based on reality but most of them are just
propaganda Most of the women n Saudi Arabia feel blessed 1n the system of male
guardianship and they view 1t favorable for women and feel betier n this system
According to the participants, the reasons behind the 1ssues of women 1n the country are
propaganda of western media, misinterpretation of religion, customs of society and lack
of good administration but where there 1s situation of il treatment with women. the)
prefer the involvement of theiwr government for redress instead of any external support

The research also deals with the 1ssues m the Islamic frameworks clearly stating the
Islamic standpoint on the 1ssues, as its laws are essentially derived from the two mam
sources of Shari'ah The research concludes by presenting a number of suggestions and
recommendations towards more effective protection of women n the country and

attempts to answer the research questions 1t has posed
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Introduction

Introduction

In recent vears, no sector of Saudi society has been subject to more debates and
discussions than the women’s sector and their role m the society The position of women
in Islamic society 1n general and 1n Saudi Arabian society n particular 1s a complex and
frequently misunderstood 1ssue It 1s definitely true that Mushim and Western views of the
role of women show sharp cultural differences but neglecting these differences the
western media have presented the extremely biased picture of women s conditton n the
country by claiming that that Muslim women arc devoid of their basic rights and they are
Living 1n the darkness of 1gnorance and malevolence But the women in Saudi Arabia are
enjoying almost the same rights which have been provided 1400 years ago with the

advent of Islam The Qur’an declares

* And women shall have rights. similar to the rights agawnst them, according io what is

equitahle "

Islam declared similar rights of women to that of men but not the same rights Both men
and women arc assigned with different tasks to be judged based on performances They
have been bestowed with various capabilities and the responstbilities assigned to both
sexes vary with their respective capabilities The purpose of this differentiation 1s only to
develop a healthy and prosperous society but some people violate the fundamental rights
of women in the name of Islam and they abuse their powers while women are protected
as much as men n Isiam Islam liberates a woman from modemn extremist trends to prove
like a man, 1n order to get a sense of self worth and achievemnent -

This work provides descriptive and an analytical study of women's rights in Saud:
Arabia Design of my work s as [ have started with the description of real position of
women m Saud: Arabia by gomg through its history and stating the current status of
women 1n the country Then I have exposed the 1ssuc of women’s rights in Saudi Arabla
as presented 1n reports and news, after that | have provided with the analysis of the 1ssues

from da’wah perspective on the basis of survey conducted 1n Riyadh, Saud: Arabia and

VAl-Qur'an 2 223
2K hald Bag, First Things Eurst For Inquining Minds and Yearrng Tearts Open Mind Press Caliiormia, 2014 p 301




Introduction

by disproving the west's presentation of women's rights 1n Saudi Arabia It talks about
the degree to which some reports and news have discussed and presented the wrong
picture of Saudi Arabian women So my work 1s a fight against western propaganda as
the work shows the reality of issues and gives the rejection of West s presentation of
Saudi women and their rights by providing an Islamie standpoint of the 1ssues as 1t 1s the
guided way for solution of problems, Holy Qur’an declares m chapter 4 verse 59

'If ve differ in unything among yourselves refer it to Allah and His Propher’

Further research concludes the work by discussing the results of survey and the Islamic
standpomt on the 1ssues The research also makes 1t clear that the vicumized women
should be attributed to the non Islamic practices that are prevalent m he states, thewr
cases must not be processed within the circles of Islamic-based laws Moreover where
there 1s violation of women's nights, there 1s lack of availability of effective
implementation and enforcement mechanisms There 15 not only misunderstanding of the
Islamic values is the main factor behund the women 1ssues in Saudi Arabia along with an
improper implementation of Islamic laws was observed The other main factor 1s the
propaganda of the Western media for the interests of their agenda aganst Islam and
Muslims The Kingdom needs fundamental strategic solutions to develop a modern and
balanced system that 1s not affected by anyone, especially those who want the country to
continue to live in the ignorance Socially, some serious decisions need to be made
concerming women’s posttion To cope with the 1ssues there 1s a need for re-drafting of
regulations in accordance with the correct concepts as set out in the Holy Quran and the
Sunnah and o improve the condition of women in modern era, some measures have to be
taken from an Islamic perspective to eliminate the factors that mvolve n presenung the
wrong image of women tn Saudi Arabia and n Islam Proper implementation of authentic
Istamic laws 1s required so that the true reflection of Islamic concepts regarding women's

Iife will clarify the reality of women 1ssues in Saudi Arabia

Research Objectives

The purpose of this research 1s

To examne, investigate and descnibe the real posiion of women in the Kingdom
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To manifest the extent 1o which Saudi Arabia deals with the 1ssues concerning women'’s
rights and the protection of these rights

To show to what extent the implementation of Islamic law i Saudi Arabia has protected
the rights of women

To clanfy that the picture of Saudi women mentioned In some reports and news 1S not
based on truth by providing an analysis of reports on the basis of survey conducted 1n
Rivadh. Saudi Arabia

To provide an Islamic standpoint 1n case of 1ll treatment with women

Research Questions

The research examines the current situation of women in Saudi Arabia and shows the
reality of national and mternational reports and news on women's 1ssues and tackles these
1ssues 1n the hght of scholar’s view n thus respect In this regard, with an aim (o meet my
objectives, I seek to answer the following rescarch questions, shaping the overall research

endeavor

[ Why 1s the position of women in Saud: Arabian society a complex and frequently
misunderstood 1ssue”

2 What 15 the authenticity of women's rights violation 1n the Kingdom of Sauds
Arabia described 1n some reports and news”
If the violation of women’s nights 1s a matter of fact then what are iis causes”

4 TIn case of 1ll treatment, 1s 1t permussible n [slam for women to fight for their

rights”?

Literature Review

Position of women and their rights in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia have been discussed
by both Western and Muslim writers Most of them have exclusively dealt with the 1ssues
of women from legal and social perspective and their participation in country’s economy
Also they criticized the position of Saudi women and their rights prejudicially Their

descriptions based on Western thoughts raised the contrast in the real position of women

4
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and therr status i the country Some prominent writings are ““Women's Employment in
Saudt Arabia A Major Challenge”, “Women 1n Saudi Arabia today™ by Mona
Almunayjed, “Women and work i Saudi Arabia how flexible are Islamic margms”” by
Elenoar Abdallah Doumato, “The Mushm Woman and the Conditions for her
Advancement Civihizational Role of the Muslim Nation in the World of Tomorrow A
Selection of Scholars and Authors” by  A'ishah Yusuf Al-Mana [, "Saudi Arabia
Women's Rights Promises Broken Evidence Shows Male Permission Stll Being
Required for Surgery, Travel” by Human Rights Watch, “The contemporary Saudi
women” by S Deaver, “Promotion and Protecuion of All Human Rights. Civil. Political,
Economic Social and Culwral Rights, including the Right to Development,” Report of
the Special Rapporture on Violence against Women, 1ts Causes and Consequences, by
Erturk, Yakin “Human Rights Of Women and Chuldren under the Islamic Law of
Personal Status and Its Application 1n Saudi Arabia” Zainah Almihdar, *Oul, Islam, and
Women” by L Michael Ross, and “Some Observations on Women n Saudi Arabia™ by
Mai Yamani

There are some other writmgs which reflected to some degree a true picture of women in
Saud society and In Islam, are “The Right of Saudi Women to Sign for thewr Health Care
in Saudi Arabia, Fact and Fiction™ by Sheikh Mohammed H . “Human Rights in the
Qur'an and the Sunnah and their Applications n the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia™ by
Muhammad 1bn Ahmad As- Salih “Huquq al- Insaan fi al-Islam wa mifazuha fi al-nuzum
al-mamlakat Al- Arabia Al-Saudia” by, Nasir ibn Muhammad Al-Bugmi “Huquq Al-

Insan Bayna Ash-Shart’a wa Al-Qanun” by Muhammad Anjarim, and
2006 yShll jlac, o sl Joma s s ¢ il o p 5T ity o jall pladt fuate 3 sal
1992 ¢ ASana it o b 3 iad aalali do )y | aSe¥1 g 80 G dl el G psa

oyl S e all gaa a5 iSall se Lol SELY 0 paa Laa iled § @D 8 5al 30

DR POUEGR TR T |

These writings described the facts about the women’s rights in the country and 1n Islam
and unveiled the inquires, criticism, and suspicions raised aganst the women condition 1n

the hingdom of Saudi Arabia due to its application of the Islamic Shari’ah So I inteoded
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to restore the accurate picture of women's rights reality in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and to work on the dimension of re-reading the Islamic texts, provisions and ruling to

provide pure nsights into the important 1ssues related to women and thewr rights

Hypotheses

Position of women 1n Saudi Arabian society is a complex and frequently misjudged 1ssuc
and Nauional and international reports and news are full of discussion on the violation of
women's rights in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia Therefore the study focuses to identify
that what are the purposes for the misconception of women's position and what 1s the
authenucity of the reports and news? If the violation of women's nights 15 a matter of fact
and 1f there are any instances of ili-treatment with women then what 1s the Islamic ruling

for women to ask for their nghts?

Methodology

This study 1s basically quahtative n nature, the descriptive and analytical study It
describes the condition of women's rights in the country and afterward 1n the context of
some national and international reports and news which examine the selected specific
issues of male guardianship, early mamages. employment of women and the night to
vote To analyze these reports and news, a survey was conducted in Riyadh. Saudy
Arabia A structured questionnaire was administered to femnales as well as to males The
process of data collection was completed in about five months. from Apnl 20 to
September 15. 2015 All other appropriate methods are followed Both of the pnimary as
well as secondary resources are consulted and library facihities books Journals and
publications are used to assemble the information To explore the 1ssue, a survey was
conducted in Riyadh to evince the tool having an objective nature, so as to analyze the
data as given n reports and news By presenting the prevalent social problems. authentic
data can challenge the existing supposittons about the nature of things so as to ascertain

the ultimate actions ! This method 1s also objective as it makes the study more structured

' I3>¢c Vaus Survers o social research Sth cdimon London Roulledge 2002 P 32
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and conclusions derived more precise Electronic sources such as Al- Makiabah Al-

Shamilah. Google hibrary and other useful academnic websites are consulted

Thesis Qutline

The work 1s divided into four chapters It provides a general introduction to the research
and discusses the objectives, the research questions, and the methodology of the research.
The first chapter deals with the apphcations of women's rights n the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia by discussing the country’s basic system of government which 1s based on the
Shari'ah It describes the role of women assigned by Allah Almighty and then yusufies
that how Islam has protected women It provides a general profile of women protection in
the kingdom of Saudi Arabia and background of women’s rights and current situation of
women 1 the country It further discusses the role of government n the advancement
and protccuon of women's nights It shall finally discuss some of the basic issues
concerning women's rights, protected by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia [t 1s sigmificant to
mention that some of the significant 1ssues dealing with international human rights laws
and women rights laws do not seem Lo be compatible with the one provided by Islamic
law Therefore second chapter presents the brief and comprehensive notes on the
conflicts of Saudi women's righis in the context of some national and international
reports and news focusing on the issues of male guardianship, carly marriages women
employment, and right to vote To assemble the data a survey was administered 1n
Rivadh. Saudi Arabra that gives the objective tools to realize that to what degree these
reports are based on reality and the reason 1t wums into a complexssue In this way third
part of the research comprises of the outcomes and discourse based on survey

The fourth chapter brings the measures for redress by providing relevant views and
verdicts of Mushm scholars on these 1ssues which gives the clear direction to women for
what to be done If there should anse an occurrence of ill treatment The senes of
discussions pertaining to these 1ssues includes the teatual evidences as mentioned 1n the
Holy Quran. Hadith of the Prophet (S A W) and the understanding based on the
contributions of Muslim Junsts The chapter additionally introduces various proposals

and recommendations concerming women protection
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Applications of women’s rights in Saudi Arabia
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1.1. Applications of women’s rights in Saudi Arabia

This chapter provides a general profile of women m Kingdom of Saud Arabia by
describing certain historical, economue, educational, and socio cultural variables which
reflect the condition of women 1n the region and tackle the 1ssues concermming the

domestic application of women’s rights in the kingdom

Primarily, it deals with the basic system of government in Saudi Arabia, it then discusses
the role and rights of women in Islam and life, position and social status of women m
Sauds Arabian sociery It eaplans how Islam has granted women the honor by securing
her nghts and 1t discusses the protection of women’s rights in Saud: Arabia It gives the
brief description of women’s rights, 1ts history, and current situation in order to develop 2
good percepuve of the real position of women and their nights in Saudi Arabia It also
examines the role of government concerming women's rights mcluding employment.
vote. early marriage, and male guardianship The chapter also seeks objecuvity and

ncutrality 1n terms of the reality based representation of women's lives in the country

When the modern Saudi Arabia was established 1 1932, there was a need to such an
infrastructure which supports the country economucally and socially however n 1938,
this condition 1s changed by the formation of o1l companies ~ After World War IL, 1t was
noted that firm o1l compames provided the funds to build the roads airports, scaports
schools and hospitals In 1970, Saudi Arabia introduced the first time a series of firve
year development plans to build a modern infrastructure The result has been shown and
country becomes modern, and sophisticated state Today, the Kingdom deals with the
highly developed nfrastructure which supports economic growth and investment, frec
public education and health care systems for all ciuzens, world class health care facilities
and an extensive social services program Saudt Arabia has also applied such methods
which encourage the political participation, promote economic growth, increase foreign
investment. and expand employment opporturutics As part of 1ts continuing agenda. the
Kingdom has been updating and modermizing 1ts academic curricula and monitoring 1ts
rehgious schools In February 2005, the Kingdom held its first election for municipal

councils that was a change by which local government was restructured and provided the
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pohtical awareness among the citizens n local affairs ' Concermung the advancement of
the country the Basic Law ntroduced good governance, rights of citizens and powers and

responsibilitics of the government

1.2. Basic system of government in Saudi Arabia

The establishment of present Saudi Arabia in the 18" century was based on fundamentals
of Islamic belief system ? It 1s situated 1n the central heart of the world covering about
eighty percent area of Arabian Peninsula that 1s why 1t 1s considered as the world’s 14"
largest state bearing an important position in the world Today, Saud: Arabia has become
a major source of influence as the world’s single largest o1l exporter, containing one third

of the world's o1l assets

It has been observed that majority of the Islamic states 1 the twentieth century had
concentrated on the development and economic concerns rather than that of the
theological The detailed nvestigation m this regard howbeit, has not proved to be
accurate with regard to Saudt Arabia, where the governmental authoritative influence has
strived to assault the balance ewisting between modermn vs Islamic custom so as to
eradicate the contradictory issues between them The ideal system for any country 1s the
one originaung from Its own environment, aspiring to achieve the goals of this
environment and based on full awareness of many 1mportant factors such as religion
heritage. traditions and human, social and economic conditions * So the Saudi society §
religion, 1deology and daily practices are based on Islam and belief 1in Allah The
upbringing of its citizens and of succeeding generations 1s based on the teachings of
[slam Accordingly, all the affairs of its life are interconnected with the rules of Islam and
Islam 1s providing the guidelines in all spheres of State That 1s why the basic system of
government also has its roots in the rules and regulations of Islamic law The Basic Law
provides the system of good governance, maintenance to the nights of citizens. and

powers and duties of the government The beginning commentary of Saudi Arabia’s

' Soctal Leonomic and Patuical Development  hitp /www saudiembassy nethssuesrelorm Date visiled  Apnl 6

2015

Wiiham Ochsenvald  Saudi Arabia and the [slamic Revival  International Journal of Middle Fast Swdies 1981
vol 13 p 275

* A Countns and a Ciuzen for happy decent ife  Ministry of Information Saudi Arabia

10
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Basic Law of Governance raises the Holy Quran and Sunnah to the status of the
constitution As a result, the religious mstitution plays an important role in the hingdom’s
governance and has extensive guidance over numerous prospects of the citizen’s ordinary

lives

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia had a defined purpose of increasing the level of
admtnsstrative and developmental work 1n the country and with 1its development 1t has to
preserve the national security, and develop the economic and social stability to raise the
living standards of the people Another goal of the government s to ensurc the nights of
the ciuzens and their freedom within the framework of the Shari’ah while mamtaining the

religious and moral values !

Some of the countries have sacrificed their norms in order to adopt western technology
The adoption of the kind, however, must not be at the cost of destroying the fundamental
values of our own culture and religious beliefs as the rector of the University of

Petraleum and Minerals, Saudi Arabia, Dr Bakr ‘Abdullah Bakr said that

Some countries have sacrificed the soul of therr culture in order 10 acquire the tools of
Western technology We want the tools but not at the price of anmihilating our religious

-
T

and cultwr al vaiues'

The state has to keep the rules of Islamic law n force, 1t 1s because of the role played by
the jurists and the scholars that Saud: Arabia has managed to maintawn the establishment
of Islamic laws Thus during the year 1992, the government of Saud1 Arabia adopted the
first written basic act, announcing formally Islam as its basic religion and the Holy Quran
and Sunnah as 1ts mamn constitution The overall power of Saudi government 1s thus
based on Islamic set of legal rules and regulations ° It shows difference with regard to the
legal systems of the west, 1t administers every aspect of a Mushm’s Life while the law of
west limits itself primanly to the 1ssues concerning unlawful activities, contracts, civil

relationships and the rights of individuals in society As a matter of fact, its system of rule

' [he Handbook of the Kingdom ot Saudi Arabia, Knight Communications Lid 1996, P 23

> Ochsenwald 1981, P 274

"Rashid Aba-Nammv  [he Recent Constitutional Reforms i Saudi Arabu”  [ntemational and Comparatve | aw
Quarterly, 1993 ol 42 p 295-331

11



Introduction

has been developed to assist Muslims in making them realize how to lead therr lives 1n

accordance with the Divine dictates

Despite large scaled developmental projects, state 1s still facing some problems which
give a false image of its system of government on an international level One of it 1s the
misconceptions about the status of Saudi women which have distorted ther true social
image and depicted them as second class citizen The reason 1s the increasing concern
with socloeconomic development and the pressure to integrate women into the process of
developmental change have made the Saudi women one of the most rapidly changing
elements of the society Newspapers and magazines are full of articles discussing the
participation of 2 woman in social activittes and (n their role m economic development [t
1s (o be noted that traditional culture of Saudi Kingdom has patriarchal values in 1ts bases
which have shaped the role of women in Saudi Arabia, but this should not be seen as an

impediment to Saud1 women taking part in the process of national development

1.3. Islam and women’s rights activism today

The attitude of Islam 1s more favorable i case of human life and human relationship than

all other rchigions Women are being dealt much better in Islamic countries than they are

treated 1n West Marmaduke Picktall once affirmed that “Prophet Muhammad ts% was

the greatest fermmist the world has ever known stating that he uphfted women to a
position beyond which they can only go i theory He said *The law of Islam for women
as for men 1s justice, the goal of Islam 1s universal human brotherhood which does not
exclude but must include the goal of universal sisterhood as well ™ Avatlability of equal
nights for both women as well as men, form one of the foundational bases of social jusuce
in Islamic way of lives ? Islam propagates similar rights to that of men and not the same
rights It maintained equity, not a blind equality of status Both men and women are equal
in their accountability before Allah Almighty 1n their responsibihties to perform their

assigned tasks and are required to be judged as based on thewr performances They have

! Marmaduke Pukhtall Social degradation of Women-A Crume and a Libel on Islam The Un [slamic [ndian Siyle
Purdah System 15 a Case of Rehgtous Overlall”, hup #mushm-canada org/pickihall hem - Accessed on Julyv 19 2013,
*Nusarvr Zaqurig Magasid ash-Shan’ah Al-lslamivah Fi Fihr Al-fmam Savyid Qutb  Dar As-Salam publishers, Cairo,
010 p 171
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been given different capabilities and the tasks hased on those capabilitics by Allah
Almighty Allah says

“We are all i this together, all of humamty! God, i His Infimite Wisdom, has created
humamiy i a wonderfully, diverse and complementary manner Men and women are
diverse wn their respective faculties and capacities Our Lord 15 He Who has endowed

i

everything with its appropriate faculties and then guided it to their proper use

Women 1n general are not allowed to leave their curcle of operation and move nto
another without any real necessity On the contrary, it absolves her of many of the
engagements of society and recommends her the area for which she 15 naturally most
qualified Thus Islam has assigned the duties of the family to woeman but has not
restricted her intellectual and practical activities merely to the world of her home nor has
it deprived her of those rights which are essential for her social life It also prepares her to

spend a successful and purposeful life in society *

1.3.1. Role of women in Islam

In recent years. the topic of a Muslim woman has become a hot debate Just because some
of the Muslims consider woman as weak sects of the society and also because of those
non-Muslims who have this agenda of taking the Islamic teachings as conservauve and

tyrannical

The role of a Mushim lady 15 well defined in Islamic teachings In fact the pnimary role of
2 Muslim woman 1s that of the rearing of her children and to be a obedient wife She s
encouraged to carry out all the duties she takes up with devotion and passion The
following Ahadith remind her of the rewards and merits attached to undertaking her

primary duties

A woman came to ask the Prophet 2% abour some matter, and when he had dealt w ith

i1, he asked her, "Do you have a husband’" She said, "Yes " He asked her, "How are vou

"al Qur an 20 51
? Afzal Ar Rahman Role of Mushm woman 1n socicty Briish Library Cataloguing in Pubhcauon Dala  First ediion
P 5-6
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with um?” She sard. "I never fall short 1n my duties, except for that which 1s beyond me "

He said, "Pay attention to how vou treat lum for he is your Paradise and vour Hell ™"

The above mentioned hadith sheds light on the importance of being a dutiful wife Abu

Huraira narrated that the Prophet 25 said

The best wife 15 the one, who pleases you when you see her who obeys your orders and

who guards your property and her own honors when you are not at home '

And

"The righteous among the women of Quraish are those who are kind to their young ones

and who look after their husband's property "

[However the women's role 1s expanded to other social activities also as [slam permuts the
women to perform other duties, 1 ¢ to engage n pohitics, to take up employment and even
run her own business The activities she can engage 1n are diverse and even 1n some
duties she 1s ordered not to compromise on that The notion that Mushm women are

oppressed 1s just a misconception and based on illogical ground A basic teachings of the

Muhammad 2% and knowledge of the wives of the Prophet 5% show examples of

women shining n their fields of knowledge Khadyah (RA) was not only a
businesswoman but also a successful one Aisha (RA) 1s well-known lady to have been
an authority of Hadith who related a large number of Hadith In every Islamic State,
Mushm women have the nghts 1o get the education and also the opportunities of work
and employment according to their capabilities Women are considered as valuable
inhabitants of the sociery as they not only get their knowledge but also educate, nurture
and implant the [slamic personality n the next generation In every field of NIife. the
Muslim woman contributes as an effective way and also has a vital and noble character in
an Islamic society One of the most important contributions 1s the right of a woman to

enjomn good and forbid evil and even to participate in the affairs of the Ummah Actually,

' Rivadh Al-Sahihin bab Al-Sidg Hadith no 50
*Ibn Majah baab flagq al-7aw), knab al nikah 1,595
' Sahth al-Bukhar book 7 volume 64 Hadith 278
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a number of examples exist from the tme of the Prophet £y to the present day An

carly example of at the time of the Prophet Muhammad 252 1s the pledge of Medina, 1t

consisted of sinty two men and two women who pledged allegiance Another example 15
the pledge of Agabah, 1t was not just a tesumony of Islam but was also a undertaking of

poliucal support and military protection '

Allah Almighty has created men and women equal along with some differences in their
nature, they have been given different roles for the smooth functioning of the human
society Women have the exclusive abihity to bear children and to foster them As in
every syslem mndividuals are assigned with the different roles for operating the system,
stmilarly men and women perform thewr particular duties in the famuly umit It does not
denote superiority or inferiority of any one in any way. this difference 1s just in roles
because the funcuons men and women cach play n the family umit 1s different * The basic
and fundamental function of woman 1s Lo run the home She s equipped with such natural
gifts and capabilities as are suitable for the bringing up. nursing, education and tramming of
children Thus the destiny of the future generations of man has been put into the hands of
woman She 1s responsible for the building of further generations of mankind It 1s a
huge, difficult and much responsible job that any carelessness or negligence on the part
of woman can do (reparable damage to the natton However a woman who has no
children can give available ume to other activities n the service of communuty 1n various

WwWass

Though 1t is recognized that there 1s stimulations towards the particular greed 1n human
nature but thus 1s also the natural truth that human nature ts always appealing to the higher

and spiritual approach of survival It 1s mentioned 1in Qur'an as

Fair in the eves of men is the love of things they covet Women and sons, heaped up

hoards of gold and silver. horses branded (for blood and excellence), and (wealth of)

Understanding the role of Mushm women  khilafah Publicanons hitp fwww khilafah com index phpfihe-
khilatah social-system/626-understanding-the-role-of-mushim-women Accessed on Julv 05 20013
® The Role ol Women m [slamic Society  hup Awww angelfire com mo/MWSAlrale_women himl Accessed on July
15 2012
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catrle and well tilled land Such are the possessions of this world's life but i nearness 1o

Allah is the best of goals ™

The purpose of life 1s to achieve the happiness of Allah Almighty and every human being
tries to make his 1nner self more strong spiritually so they can get equahty before Allah

Almighty

1.3.2. Protection of women’s rights in Islam

Islam severely condemns the brutality that 1s targeted against women and provides
protection to (he women in all conditions including war The Holy Prophet (PBUH) used
to make 1t certain that non combatants were not harmed during the times of wars He,

while guiding and nstructing the people engaged in war, once said
‘Don’'t kill women, children, and the aged ™

The International Islamic Figh Council declared that ‘Islam considers men and women Lo
be cqual and women have rights and obligations which perfectly suit thewr nature,
abilities, physical and psychological makeup Along with their natural differences both
men and women are here to complement each other’s and they both perform their
assigned duties which are given to them by the Shar’ah ™ Islam has approved woman
rights and condemned every type of violence agamnst her long before any Convention
Now a day people believe that women are modernized tn the West and that liberation

movement began i the 20th century Actually this liberation movement was not started
from that ime but was revealed by Allah Almighty to the last Prophet Muhammad A%
The Qur'an and the Traditions of the Prophet are the sources from which every Muslim

woman derives her rights and duties Islam established a woman's equality i her

humanity with men fourteen centuries ago Quran says

Al Quran, 3 i4

* yunan Abu Dawud Booh of Militany Expeditions, Hadith no 0124

! Organication ol [slarme Conference the International [slamic Figh Council Rivadh Saudi Arabia. 23-28 September
2000 Resolution no 114, hitp /www fighacademy org s&/ Accessed on July 13 2013
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"O mankind' Be careful of your duty to vour Lord Who created you from a simgle soul
and from it 1ts mate and from them both have spread abroad a multitude of men und
women Be careful of your duty toward Allah in Whom you claim (your rights) of one
another and towards the wombs (that bore you) Lo' Allah has been a Waicher over

you "

So men and women both came from the same essence. they are equal (n their humanity
and one of them cannot be superior over other because 1t would be a demial of equahity In
Islam woman 1s granted very fundamental rights In these fundamental rights woman s
given the very bastc nghs, legal, civil, political, economic, social rights, moral protection

and even she 1s bestowed some special rights in case of 1ll treatment

In Islam, a2 woman gets the basic right of choice and expression based on recognition of
her individual personality Women are encouraged n Islam to partictpate in pohtical

affairs and also with giving their opimons and 1deas There are many traditions of the

Prophet 254 which showed that women posed questions directly to him and gave their

opinions relaung to the religion, cconomics and social matters Men and women both
have the capacity for learming and understanding Since 1t 1s also their responsibility that
they promote good behavior and condemn bad behavior in all spheres of Life. Muslim
women must acquire the appropriate education to perform this duty in accordance with
their own natural talents and interests The first and foremost responsibilitics of a woman

are mamtenance of her home, providing support to her husband, bearing, raisimg and

teaching of children Concerming motherhood, the Prophet i3 said

"Heaven lies under the feet of mothers ™

This has been shown that only those societies are bemg developed where women have
been participated effectively The very first impression a person gets from his mother and

the sense of security, affection and traiming which 1s given by his mother 15 more

"AlQuran 41
* Sunan Tbn Majah Hadithno 2771
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effective than any other traiing 1n the world Therefore a woman must be skilled and
conscientious so that she could give good training to her children Following are the

rights mentioned in Qur’an. in case of economic right The Qur'an states
"By the creatton of the male and female Verily, (the ends) ye sirive Jor are diverse "’

In these verses Allah Almighty declares that He created men and women differently with
unique characteristics Thus n a society where there 1s a division of each sects and they
separately play thetr role as in a famuly each member has different responsibilities
Generally Islam mawntains that women are assigned with the nurturing role and men with
the guardian role Thercfore women are given the right of financial support The Quran

states

“Men are the maintamers of women because Allah has made some of them to excel

others and hecause they spend of their wealth (for the suppor! of women) -

This guardianship and greater financial responsibility which 1s given to men requires that
they not only provide the financial support but also physical protection and respectful
treatment to the women But 1f she has the shills to work outside the home for the good of
the community she may do so but with the condition that her family obligations are being
fulfilled The Muslim woman has the fundamental rights such as right to earn moncy, the
right to own property, to enter 1nto legal contracts and to manage all of her assets in any
suitable way She can run her own business and even her husband would not have any

authority to ask her for her money
The Qur'an states

"And n no wise covel those things m which Allah hath bestowed His guifts more freely on
some of vou than on others, 10 men 1s allofted what they earn, and 1o women, what they

curn, but ask Allah of His bounty, for Allah hath full know ledge of all things "

LAl Qur an 92 34
S AlQuran 434
YAl Quran 4132
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And a woman inherits from her relatives The Qur'an states

“For men there i1s a share in what parents and relatives leave, and for women there is a
share of what parents and relatives leave, whether 1t be httle or much - an ordamed

share "

On any political affair a woman may give her opinion and participate m politics One

example. it has been mentioned m the holy Quran that Muhammad 2522 1s told that when

the believing women come to him and swear therr allegiance 1o Islam. he must accept
their oath * This established the right of women to select their leader and publicly declare
so Islam does not forbid a woman from holding important positions 1n government
Abdur-Rahman Ibn Auf (RA) consulted many women before he recommended Uthman

Ibn Affan o be the Caliph °

The Quran describes the position of woman higher than man as she 1s on the status of a
daughter. a sister, wife, and mother, and 1n all these positions she enjoys all the social
legal, economic, religious, and educational nghts as freely as a man enjoys ‘In Quran
Allah Almighty also describes the rights of woman where there are the man’s rights

Allah Almighty ordered man to treat a woman with kindness and with good manners

“Treat them with kindness. for even if you dishke them, 1t may be that you disltke a thing

which Allah has meant for your own abundant good "

In Qur’an there 1s no high preferences given 1o any man only because of that he 1s a man

and there 1s no discrimination on the bases of sex As in Qur’an Allah Almughty says

' We shall 1ewar d the steadfast accordmg to their noblest deeds Be they men or women
those that embrace the faith and do what 1s right We will surely grant a happy ife We

shall rev ard them according to their noblest actions

'l Qurlan 47

2 Al Qur an 6012

* Istam Cmancipated Women' hup , v isu-islam com/contribulions him Accessed on July 14 2014
‘Rahman p 9

Al Qur'an 4 19
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In another verse Allah Almighty says,

"Their Lord answers them, saying 1 will deny no man or woman among 3 ou the reward
of their labor ' You are the offspring of one another Those that fled their homes or were
expelled from them, and those that suffered persecution and fought and died for My
cause, shall be forgive thewr sins and adnutted to gardens watered by runmng streams ds

N

a reward from Allah it is He who holds the richest recompense

So, the Qur'an establishes the woman's status highly and grants a very respectable
position 1o the woman 1n a society There are so many verses in Qur'an which directly
addressed the woman like the title of Surah Al-Nisa entails the semantic content of
women” According to the Qur’an. women are equal to men in the matters of nghts and
obligations and they both are responsible for their good or bad deeds They shall be

rewarded or punished for their own acts and deeds Allah Almighty says,

Those that do evil shall be rewarded with ke evil, but those that have farth and do
good works both men and women, shall enter the Gardens of Paradise and recene

blessings without measure "3

Prophet Muhammad ¢ throughout His life stressed the good behavior of a man which

he 1s required to heep i with his woman whether she s his wife tus daughter or his

sister or his mother What 1s the real position of 2 woman n Islam, 1s very obvious from

the wordings of Prophet Muhammad 2y that

Evervihing n this world 15 a prece of property or a possession The best possession m

the world 1s a pious woman
In another saying He mentioned,

‘Next to piety iself, the best thing that a believer can find is a ptous wife She should be

such that of he asks her to do anything she obeys and when he looks at her she should

*Al Qur an 1697
AL Qur an 3 195
YAl Qur an 40 40
' Qunan &n Nisa 1 Kiab an-Nikah 6/69

20



Introduction

make him happy When she swears upon ham, she should fulfill her pledge and, n the
absence of her hushand, she should devote herself earnestly to keeping his wealth and

preserving her chastity n

Both men and women are equal before the Islamic Law They both enjoy the same status
and prnivileges 1n society According to the Qur'anic verses they are Zawy or spouses of
each other and they both are two paired with each other and both are the parts of

humanity There 15 no one superior or inferior to other ?

‘Man and woman both come from the same stock. Allah has created all of us from a
single soul Adam was created first and from him was created Eve and from this pair of

)IJ
human beings was created a multitude of men and women

Thus men and women are required to perform their religious obligations like belief n

God and His Messenger, prayers, zakat, fasting, and pilgrimage
In Encyclopedia of Seerab 1t 1s mentioned that

A woman enjoys perfect equality with man 1n so far as civil and penal laws are
concerned In the eyes of law, both sexes are equal and are treated alike, the same legal
penalties being imposed on both men and women for breaking any moral, civil or
criminal laws Both enjov equal nights and privileges as members of the Islamic society
In civil law women lead exactly the same life. with the same rights and obligations as
men  However, women emjoy certain privileges and exemptions because of their
physiological and biological functions They are exempt from some religious duties such
as daily prayer and annual fasting 1in the month of Ramadan during confinement and are

permanently exempt from obligatory congregational Friday prayer *

So, 1t has been very clear that woman and man have same status as a human being and
they have cqual nghts and privileges according to the Quran and Sunnah Sull there 15 2

fact that there are some differences between both sexes Being a woman, she performs

' Sunan Ibn Majah  Kitab an-Nikah, 1/596

* Chaudhr, Muhammad Sharif Women's Rights 1n [slam, $H Muhammad Ashraf publicatiens  7-Aibak Road Lahore
Pakistan p 158

YA Qurtan, 41

* Fncvclopaedia of Seerah Women p 235
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spectal duties 1n life which 1s different from a man and even she 1s created naturally with
physical. biological, and psychological differences And this natural difference 15 a
blessing to a woman by which she performs her allotting functions which are totally

different from the ones performed by men !

1.4. Life, position and the social status of women in Saudi
Arabia

The position of women 1n Saudi Arabia 1s, 1n fact, the position and the status of women 1n
Islam, because Saudi Arabia is an Islamic state m which Islamic law governs all of 1ts
affairs Islam 1s not only a religious 1deology. but also provides a whole complete social
system which covers the enure way of ife In addition, the impact of Islam 15 a major
factor affecting the traditional position, obligation. and privileges of women n Saudi
Arabia From its beginning Islam has been 2 cultural and political entity as well as a
religion Its percepts provide guidance to Mushm n all social. political, commercial, and

cconomic affairs

In order to understand the present position of women in Saudi Arabia 1t 1s essential to
evaluate the social position of Arab women during the carly days of Islam [slam pursued
the security of the nights of women and enforcement of their nights It decreased the
marhed differences that existed between men and women and recogmzed therr
independent status The Shari’ah, including the Qur’an and the Hadith, are ofien seen as
the main determinants of the status of Arab women The Qur'an supports the basic
equality between men and women by giving women equal status but not 1denucal nghts
with men be they personal. civil. social, or political nghts In Qur’an women are always

mentioned along with men

Whoeier works righteousness, man or woman, and has fuith. veriy to him will We give
a new a new life that 1« good and pure, and We will bestow on such then 1eward

according to the best of their action”

'Shanifnd p 162
*AlQur an 16 97
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In this verse it 1s stated that men and women should be rewarded equally for proper

conduct

The Prophet 5% made several statements concerming women In His last speech, given

during the pilgrimage of farewcll, the Prophet asserts that women should be taken care
of

" O people' Do take good care of women, you have rights over your women and they have

rights over you !

The formative years of Islam are full of references to women being active in all phases of
Arab life whether social, political, and rehigious or even military During early Islam
women 1n Makkah pledged allegiance to the Prophet (mubaya’a) In Mushim society both
males and females are equally responsible for the welfare of the Muslim community and
mamntenance of 1ts spintual and moral obligations by commanding of the night and
omission of the wrong Women were also given the night to participate in political affairs
and to hold government posiions Women can work and earn money outside their homes,

provided that this work does not result in harm to her or family

Under Islam, women were also taking part in wars with Mushm armies and participated
in battles They helped out the warriors by giving them different support and also nursed
the wounded Women have also contributed to welfare work, ¢ g transportation of water
to pilgnms in Makkah and participated as teachers and instructors 1n literature, Arabic
calligraphy and poetry Islam also grants women the right to own and to manage of ther

own property and wealth both before and after marmage

Although Tslam has given all the rights to women but Islam has been interpreted as
presenting a kind of inequahity in some of the Qur’anic injunctions concerning women
For example, a verse in Qur'an declares “Men are " Qawwamun’™ over women in maiters

where God guve some of them more than others and tn what they spend of thewr money’ -

! “fasnud Imam Ahmad [bn Hanbal, [Tadith no 19774
PAlQur'an 4 34
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Several mterpreters of the Qur'an have concluded that in Islam a woman holds a
subordinate position Some define the Arabic word “Qawwamun™ as having a high
standing, or being superior to someone This interpretation 1s not without controversy
According o Al Qurtubi in Al Jameh Lt Ahkam Al Qur'an “qawwamun™ means (o be 1n
charge of spending on women and protecting them, not ‘superior to them’ A man is
assigned the responsibility of leading the family and providing for its expenses Men arc

favored over women because

Therr physical constiiution makes them more capable of taking responsibility for the

whole family

And the rules of inhentance allow a woman only half the share of a man As mentioned.
the rationale for this difference 1s that it 1s the man’s duty to spend on the woman and
provide her with food. clothing and lodging, as it 1s the man’s duty to pay the “Mahr for

the bride Another verse from the Qur’an declares

And for women shall be similar rights m farness And men have a (darqjah) degree

over them "

This verse means that the sexes enjoy equalty n law, but that the difference in nature
and economic position between them makes men’s rights and Liabilities a litle greater

than women’s *

Ibn Abbas (R A) said that use of the word “darajah’ implies putting pressure on men (o
behave with hindness and consideration towards women, and to be generous in spending

money on them

Defenders of the position that women are equal to men in Islam maintain that [slam gives
women equal civil and political nights with men in terms of seeking an education,

inheritance, keeping their own names, conducting their own businesses, and mawntaining

" Imam Al Quriubt Al Jamch Li Abkam AL Qur an Dar-ul-Kuiub al-Misnia, Caro 1967 p 168
YA Quran 2 228

"The Qur'an Yusut Ali ranslanon 1933 p 90

* Al Quaubt 1967 p 125
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their own wealth The Egyptian author Amima Al Saced' insists that Islam cmancipated
women as ‘It came 1n terms of a greater social revolution 1n the history of all women s
conditons * She argues that women during ancient civilizations had no rights whatsoever.
and were not given any respect But with the emergence of religion. the status of women
considerably changed, as it provided them with all the nghts of getting an education
selling. buying, working and participating n social and political affairs The 1deal woman
according to [slam 1s seen as beng loyal to Islam, domestic in her activities retiring
before strangers and committed to the honor of her husband’s famly According to
traditionalists Mushim scholars the main task of a woman 1s to take care of her famuly,
create a healthy home environment and to ensure that her husband 1s satisfied so that the
whole family 1s living 1 a healthy and happy home® The current opinion which 1s
supported by Mushm traditionalists and revolutionaries observe women's role as

determined by the biological functions of her gender A Saud professor (1980s) writes

* The woman 1s a mother who nurtures her children forming men, a wife who beautifies
Iife with her beloved smile, her tender touch soothing the ruggedness of the road and her
expressive word casing the pressure of work, a sister who shares the bitter and the sweet
with her family, and a daughter who fills the home with wholesomeness and beauty and
is the delight of her parents Thus 1s created the 1deal of a self-sacrificing individual
whose existence 1s fulfilled only in the service of others and whose joy 1s completed by

making others happy™ *

So 1n an Islamic system women are a manager of her husband's affawrs, an educator and
nurturer of her chuldren, a queen crowned 1n her kingdom and her home, not the one w ho
follows a profession chosen by the west humihating women, which allows her to eam her

Iivelihood after she 1s robbed of her humanity *

'\ amma Al Said was one of Taha Hussen’s siudents and was the editor-inchiel o women Maga/mne namely
Hawwaa

2l Saced 1967 p 1L-12
M aya Saad Al-Rawaland vl Stmmons  Rehiglon wradition and the education of women in Sauds Arabia  Mushm
cducation quarterly vol 9, 1991
1 Abd Al-Rahman Umasyrah Nisa, Anzala Allah fiinna Qur an Dar Al-Liwa Il Nashe wa-al-Tawsr Rinadh 1981
]
ibid p 17
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That 15 why the status of women in Saud: Arabia 1s sull dependent to a very large degree
on the teaching of Islam and the tradition that has grown up around 1t but there has been a
change in the status of women After the Second World War, the gulf region faced radical
social and economic change as a result of the discovery of ol These changes have
directly affected the status of women The viewpoints regarding the traditional credos
about a woman s life in Saudi Arabia have made them avail themselves of sevcral
political and socio-economic activities ' The upcorming point will examine the nights

women are enjoying 1n Saudi Arabia

1.5. Women’s rights in Saudi Arabia-History and current
situation

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is that pacific country which has to face many challenges to
make its country developed and bring it to the prosperity and stability To hnow about the
status of woman in Saudi Arabia 1t 1s also very important to understand the basic
structure and traditions which are prevailing 1n the country Though there always remain
a controversy for the role of woman in Saudi Arabia and very often 1t 1s understand
mistahenly 1t 1s to be noted that Saudi society believes in natural differences between
the two sexes, that though there 15 equality between the both but sull there i1s something
that man can do. and not woman and vice versa Therefore, the Saudi woman was given
the chance (o play her role m those fields that sust her nature and insuncts Keeping all
those differences into considerations, it does not mean that there 1s something which
makes the woman weak and vulnerable 1n society but it strengthen the woman and gives
the respect to her

The position of women 1n the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 1s quite different from the rest of
Arab countries and totally different from the West Saudi women were portrayed in the
western media as being abused and disrespected There has been rumor created by the

Western media about the women of Saudi Arabia and just because of that wrong picture

! Social seience research and women in Arab world p 10
* abhilasha Singh Stalus of Women 1n Saudi Arabia A Paradigm Shiit  The Internanonal Journal of Interdisciplinan
Social Sciences Vol 3 p 35
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drawn by that media there 1s much diversity among the views ' They are not, however,
automatically of lower status than men Rather, much depends on other aspects of ther
social location In general. the sexes are seen as complementary, and gender differences

are biologically based *

When the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was proclaimed in 1932, the status of woman was
much influenced by the Arab cultural ideals of honor and respect In Arab societies. male
honor 1s connected 10 women's chastity and modesty Women may do any wrong with
the family and may  disrespect to her family Therefore, women's family members
cocialize them to strict norms and enforce these rules Women in ancient Arabia were
considered the property of their elders and they could give them in marnage to whom
thev wanted Early, arranged, and endogamous marriages were preferred, men were only
lLiable for the financial matters, and women were responsible for family matters,
conversely, Bedousn women still contributing to their labor by herding and working 1n
agricultural area Segregated systems are 1deal because this norm was reflected in living
styles. traditions, and work organizations. but 1t implemented more strictly later o the

20th century *

It 15 also important to be aware of Saudi public discourse on the subject of women's rights
1s completely contradictory On one hand officials talk of 'women's nature’ as if this
'nature’ imposes scif-explanatory restrictions on what women may do and where they
may go On the other, there have been some big changes in government policies on
women's education, employment, and legal standing Professions and university courses
that were once barred to women have been opened up Women had access to free
education through university level Women have been allowed to get therr photographed

national 1dentity cards without the permission of male guardian® and 1n 2005 they were

' wamar Fatany Saudi Women Towards A New Era, ghamad publication First Ediuon, 2007

? Sherifa Zubwr  Middle East in Focus Saudi Arabia, Library of Congress Calalogmng-in-Pubhcation Datd, eBook
www abc=clia com for details ABC-CLIO, 11 C, Santa Barbara, Califorua p 203

“oid, p 218

1 Vidvasagar G Saudi women doctors gender and careers wathin Wahhabic [slam and a westemnized work culture
Women ~ studies inlematsonal furum, 2004
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guaranteed to get the nght to vote 1n coming elections due tn 2009 but were delayed
unfortunately '

Women may go outside the home for the employment opportunities keeping im view the
condttion that they may not contact the unrelated members of opposie gender  The
Opportumties regarding an employment of women were limited, the imitiatives specific to
the developmental programmes for dealing with financial, medical. educational, social
work and development programs for females, women only banks were introduced that
deals only with female customers, and there 1s an crease 1n the number of
busmesswomen, social workers and government services

In recent years, Saudi women have made achicvements unmatched by many 1n the Arab
world Women such as Professors Samira Ibralum Islam, Ghada al-Mutairi. Hayat Sindi
and Soraya Al Turki are notable examples of Saudt women who have made sigmificant
achievements n academic and scientific research Professor Samira [bralum Islam was
nominated as a distinguished Scientist of the World for the Year 2000 at L’Oreal and
UNESCO ‘Tor Women In Science Awards 2000 i Paris She made sigmificant
contributions 1n drug safety by defining the Saudi profile for drug metabolism Professor
Hayat Sindi and her team won two intemational first prize awards for her innovative
“Diagnostic-For-All" device As for Professor Ghada al-Mutair, she heads a research
center 1 Cabifornia after winming the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Director’s
Pioneer Award Program Also in academics, Dr Al Turki, Professor of Anthropology at
the American University in Cairo, shines as an exemplary Saudi academic who leclures at

universities worldwide from Harvard to George Washington *

Women are now more able to participate 1n cvic life than ever before as high-profile
women have recently been appointed to clite mimistry posts, university deanships. and
directorships 1n  quasi-governmental civic organizations Female physicians were

appomnted for the first ime as Deputy Director of Health Affairs for the Makkah region

' Women and Media in Sauds Arabia Rhetonc Reducuonism and Realities Briush Joumal of Middle Fasiern
Studies Vol-35 2008 p 385404

' Women in Higher Educaon Saudi Tnitiatves & Achievements ' Mumstry of Thgher Fducation Deputyshup for
Planning & Information General Department for Planning & Statistics 2010
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and head of the General Directorate of Nursing in the Ministry of Health ' A member of
the royal farmily, Princess al-Jawhara Fahad bin Mohammed bin Abdel Rahman al-Saud,
was appownted as undersecretary of the Ministry of Education In a step that garnered
international attention. Nora bint Abdullah al-Fayez was pamed the deputy mimister of
education 1n charge of girls’ education m February 2009, marking the highest appointed
post achieved by a woman i Saudi Arabia’s history Additionally. a National
Organization for Human Rights was established in Saudi Arabia in 2004, and 10 of the 41
members appointed were women with a2 mandate to monitor women's rights * The
Khadya bmt Khuwailed Center for Businesswomen in Jeddah, a research nstitute
operating under the sponsorship of the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce, advocates for
increased participation by women 1n education, business, and employment However, the
developments n the Kingdom and the Saudi woman's path 1s considered as an indicator
indicating whether change will be short lived or will be institutionalized the way
kingdom. women and human rights orgamizations need 1t These are a few examples of

women SUccess

kingdom has achieved a lot despite the frustrations over the reluctance 10 change and
modernize a large portion of the society Consequently, the obstacles that stand n the
way are detrimental to the progress of the country Saudi Arabia arrived in the 1980s with
a more complex society, eager to emjoy the fruits of advancement on all social and
cconomic levels At the same time there was a determination to preserve the country’s
religious and social traditions This balance between the two has been difficult to
maintain, especially with regards to women’s sector Women are facing a few social
problems like, employment 1ssues, political rights, they can’t drive. they are striving to
attam the nights of driving license, they can’t travel without the presence or permission of
a Mahram. a male guardian like brother, husband or father Still their strength.
enthusiasm, and confidence don't go unnoticed This 1s mainly due to their culture and

presence of some old customs 1n thewr country

" Maha Akeel  Woman Apponied 1o Top Health Post in Jeddsh”, Arab News Accessed on July 19, 2014
*Juha Borger  Saudi Arabia Appoints First Female Mimister  {ruardian

hop “www guardian co uk/world/2009/(eb/| 6/saudi-cabinct-woman-minisier, Accessed on March 22 2014
YKhalid al-Dakhul #2003 Saudi Arabia s Year of Reform  Arab Reform Bulletun 2 2004
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1.6. Government’s role in the protection of women’s rights

Women's status 1n Saudi Arabia as an Islamic country 1s often musinterpreted That 15
why Saudi Arabia has been under so much pressure from the West concernmg women'’s
rights ' Public now a days mn the Saud culture are divided into two categories, c1izens in
the traditional famils who conform to their society and agree with the agenda that there 1s
no diserimination between males and females and the other new type of citizens that have
been emerged due to the cultural changes and see that there 1s discnimmination between
men and women As change is the one continuous aspect of human hustory. economic
change. social change. educational change, and technological change all have been part
of human nature throughout history Change can be gradual or rapid One thing that
change generally aims for 1s the betterment of society Thus a gradual change s bewng
seen 1n Saudi society as Saudi women today are now much changed and she 1s educated,
intelligent, and capable However, the people do need exposure, experience, and trammg
m order o catch up with other Arab and Mushim women who have succeeded 1n getting
the skills and rights to precede them in the political process * These words of Daghustan!’

give the best solution

“Of course, there 1% a lot that we can learn from the Western experience but we hanve 1o
develop our own methodology that caters to our traditiondal values and wav of life

She further described that we are in need to introduce new 1deas and strategies » hich
gives women authonty to get benefits * There 15 a great change n which positive
developments have taken place affecting the status of women and a enthusiastic
enlightened attempt 15 pushing to improve women's power n Istamic famuly law courts
and also 1t’s a great change to create the same rights with men 1 terms of civil nghts

including the right to vote, work, and obtain better access to health care and educational

' Abhtasha Smgh  Status of Women n Saudi Arabla A Paradigm Shult The Internanonal Juumdl of Tnterdisciplnary
Social Sciences Vol 3 p 35.38

2 yomar Falany Saudi Women Towards A New Cra, Ghainaa publication First Edinon, 2007 p 6V

' Farah Daghustant Educated in Amman, lordan She carned w bachelor s degree n modern Middle Eastern studics and
Islamie histery at Oxlord later she completed a master s degree 1n public admumstracon at the kemnedy School of
Government She now serves as exceutive director of the Jordaman Hashemule Fund for Human Dex elopmen

{Fatany 2007 p 73
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opportumities The legal practices in Saudi Arabia revolve around the rules of Shaniah,
the law of Saudi Arabia ascertams all possible rights for women It can be noted and

observed n the constitution of the country

1.6.1. Protection and preservation of women’s rights in the
constitution of Saudi Arab

The law 1n Kingdom has been much influenced by the Sharr'ah rulings of not only
related to state affairs but also the responsibilities of ruler that how can he governed the
nation according to the basis of brotherhood, consultation, friendship and cooperauon
Some of the fundamental governmental laws for women and men have been stated n

article 8, guaranteeing that all such laws shall revolve around the rules of Shari’ah

King Fahad bin Abdul Aziz describes the specifications of the basic law of Kingdom mn
his speech on the occasion of the 1ssuance of the basic law of governance as when these
laws have been drawn up full consideration was given to the Kingdom's distinguished
position In the Islamic world and to its traditions and customs, as well as 1ts socral and
cultural conditions Therefore these laws have sprung from the realities taking into
account the traditions and customs, while adhering to true religion He said

‘We are confident that these laws will, with the help of A Hah Almighiv, assist the State in
realizing everv Saudi citizen's hopes for the welfare and progress of this homelund und
his Arab and Islamic nation The Saud: citizen 1s the base for the advancement und
development of thrs homeland and we shall not spare any effort to ensure his happmess
and well being Our constitution in the Kmgdom 1s the Holv Qur 'an. which 1y mfaliible,
and the Tradmons (Sunnah) of His Messenger, who does not speak irrespon sthly

Whatever we disagree on we refer back to them They both are arbiter s on all laws 1ssued
by the State We do not close the door on any aspect of modernization, so long as 1t does

not conflict with our Islamic heritage and identity

' kg Fahad Speech’  hhp /wwvw saudiembassy net about/country-information/laws King_Fahd_Speech aspy
Accessed on September 29 2015
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So the government’s general objectives are to provide for national security. economic and
social stability and to raise the living standards of the people while maintaining the
religious and moral values for which the kingdom as the original homeland of Islam 1s so
well known

The state considers 1t 1ts basic responsibility to protect the rights of citizens under all
kinds of unpleasant circumstances, keeping tn view the teachings of Shari’ah The basic
system describes the government’s obligations toward citizens as article 26 of Basic law
stales

“The state protects human rights i accordance with the Islamic Shari'ah ™'

It at the same ume, appreciates the people’s participation 1n all kinds of chariable
concerns, irrespective of gender-based segregations The Basic Law of Governance
secures fundamental nights to all citizens no matter what, be they men or women Rights
1n this sense guarantee the citizens that they can access certain government and social

services as article 27 states

“The state guuraniees the rights of the cwizen and his fanuly in cases of emergency,
iliness and disabiin, and in old age, 1 supporis the system of social securiy and
encourages mstituttons and imdwiduals to contribute i acts of charity ™

The article 28 categorically states that employment opportunities are for all of the people
who 1ntend to work, mn the same way, article 30 holds that nght for providing pedagogical
instruction and healthcare must be given to all irrespective of the gender specific
differences It has been mentioned 1n article 31 that the state shall be responsible for the
care of public health and shall provide health care to every citizen > Thus the Saudi basic
system of rules represents a patriarchal concept of individual nights as rights are promises
from the benevolent kingdom toward people

The Basic Law of Governance represents the protection of rights for all human souls
shaped according 1o the rules established by the guidelines of Shari’ah This law also

states that both of the genders should be treated on the basis of equality, as Article 47

! A Counry and a € nzen for ahappy decent life  mimsiry of informanen Saudi Arabia 199% p 30
* Ibid, Arucle 27
'Tbid Article 31
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clearly supulates' that both citizens and foreign residents have an equal right of justice
and to go the court The necessary procedures are set forth by the law * Saudl law clearly
states that all of the women whether holding Saudi nationahity or not, must be given equal
rights The acuvities targeted against women, their possessions. and respecl. are
considered 1llegal by Saudi government as well as legal stitutions set in the country
The set of rules dealing with women during criminal law proceedings, under article 13
states that the immature female offenders must be treated according to the rules and
regulations as established by the legal authonty® As far as the laws regarding
mvestigation of the trials of females are concerned, the basic law of women care institute
holds that the women 1ssued a detention warrant, may be kept in the protection of
Women's Care snstitute * Article 42 and 52 of Crimunal Procedure law presents that the
search of the accused women shall be advocated by a female given by the criminal
ivestigation officer or a woman 1s to go with the persons directing the nquiry of the
house of a charged woman Articie 42

A crimmal mvestigation officer may seurch the accused where it is law ful to arrest m,
which mav mclude s body, clothes. and belongings If the accused 1s a female the

5

search shall be conducted by a female assigned by the crimmal mvestigation officer '

And article 52

“If there 15 no person other than an accused woman in the dwelling 10 he sear ched, the
officers carrying out the search shall be accompanied by a woman ™

Women n Saudi Arabia are fully protected under the basic law of government as the
articles of constitution and other laws states that there 1s no gender discrimination
Culwure of Saudi Arabia has some restricions for women n social hfe but the

government has provided alternatives for 1t so the women can enjoy their full rights

! Cummutiee on the Elunmatian of Discrumnation against Women Consideration of reports submutied by States Parties
under Article 13 of the Convention on the Eliminauon of All Forms of Dsscrumnation aganst Women Combined
tnwal and second peradic reports of $1ates Parucs, Saudi Arabia, CEDAW/CS AU 29 March 2007

*ugaudi Arahia's Consurution of 1992 with Amendments through 2005"

hitp www canslituteproject org/consunution/Sauds_Arabia_2003, Accessed on October 15 2014

' Crnmnal | aw  hitp Ywaw saudiembassy nel/aboul/country-in formationaws/C nmnalProcedures200] - 1of3 asp
Accessed on October 18, 2015

* The Council of Mimsters Resolutonno 868 July 29 1975

Y Cnmnal Law'  hup //www saudiembassy net/aboul country-inlormation.laws{Crimmal Procedurcs 2001 - 1of3 aspx
Acceased on Ocrober 18 2045

* 1hid
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1.6.2. Function of Hisbah Institution in the protection of women

Saudi Arabia’s policies are largely based on Islamic rulings and traditions It protects life,
preserves nights and regulates the relationship between the ruler and the ruled. regulanzes
dealings among members of the communuty and safeguards public security Since the one
of the most important function of Saudi government s transmission of [slam. and to find
such an evil free environment where people act honestly and righteously, so this task 1s

being achieved by encouraging good and discouraging evil ' As m the Arucle 23

“The state protects Islam, it implements 1ts Shart’ah, 1 orders people to do 1ighr

and shun evil, 1t fulfills the duty regarding God’s call "
This moral value has been prescribed 1n the Holy Qur’an as

“Let there arise out of you a band of people mviting 1o all that 15 good, enjoying what 1

uy

right and forbidding what is wrong They are the ones to altain felicity

This verse contams an cxplicit command from Allah Almughty to do what 1s right and
forbidding what 1s wrong Allah's Messenger (May the peace and blessings of Allah be

upon him) said

"Whosoever umong you sees an act of wrong should change ut with his hands 1f he 15 not
able to do so, then he should change 1t with his tongue If he 1s not able 10 do so then

with his heart, and this is the weakest of faith ™

There 15 an nstitution to fulfill this purpose, the Hisbah 1s that religious institution by the
state which appomts people to carry out the responsibility of enjouning what 15 night
whenever people start to neglect 1t, and forbidding what 1s wrong, whenever people start

to engage 1n 1t The only purpose of this institution 1s to protect the society from evil

' Kmg Fahad Speech” hup #www saudiembassy net'about country-mformation/laws/King_Fand_Speech aspy
Accessed on September 29 2015

I A Country and a Citizen for happy decemt life  The hingdom of Saudi Arabia. Ministny of Information
YAl Qurian 3 104
* 5ahih Mushm Kimab al-lman Hadih no 49/78
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deeds and to protect the religion and to ensure the welfare of people in both religious and

worldly manners according to the Law of Allah Almighty

The Hisbah institution provides an official means to carry out this duty It 1s basically a
control mechanism established by Islam to maintain the order of social life so that
evervone may enjoy securty and fulfillment of hus or her basic nceds It s also meant as
an instrument to safeguard society from deviance, to protect the faith and ensure the
welfare of the people in both religious and worldly matters based on the will of Allah
Almighty Since human beings are prone to neglect the necessity of truthfulness and are
frequently tempted to engage n misdeed or fraudulence, there should be an nstitution
authorized by the state that serves as a mechanism to help people keep their truthfulness
and avoud all types of misbehavior This 15 because people need order 1n their lives and
they are in nced of some authonty to ensure that order Because of that, there must be
someone to remind people of this order and to keep tabs on how well they are adhering to
it This 1s not why enjoining good and forbidding evil 1s so instrumental 1n Islam w ithout
which Muslim's lives cannot proceed nor have any meaning Thus. people’s safety
happiness, development, growth and contribution to life cannot be encompassed without
realizing this principle because st produces a balance berween the body and the soul that
leads to man s happiness In keeping with this approach. the hingdom has sought since 1ts
inception 10 set up the system of “enjoining what is night and forbidding what is wrong ™
In the past the scholars did therr duty in “Thtisab™ at the individual level When the
kingdom was runming under the rule of King Abdul Aziz, he appointed some scholars (o
take charge of the Hisbah then it became the general presidency during the rergn of King
Khalid and a chairman was appointed for 1t with the rank of a mimster There 15 2 further
development during the reign of King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz when the institution became
an independent organization The function of Hisbah consists in maintaming public law
and order and supervising the behavior of buyers and sellers in the market with a view to
ensure the right conduct and protect people from dishonesty and malpractices The
purpose was to regulate public life in such a way that a high degree of public morality 1s
attained and the society 1s protected from bad workmanship. fraud. extortion and

exploitation
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Saudi Arabia 1s the only Mushm state which has engaged the religious section of the
hisbah dealing with this activity to this day The state establishment responsible for
hisbah 1s * The Commitiee for the Promotion of Viriue and the Prevention of Vice” which
s abbreviated as CPVPV and Sl ge gadlly —agonals Y1 & 1n Arabic language Itis
run by "Rehgious police”, “Shurtah™ or “mutaween” The word mutaween (U skall) most
literally means "volunteers” in the Arabic language and 1s commonly used as a casual
term for the government authorized They are employed by the Saudi Arabian
government burcaucracy to enforce Shari'ah '

They have the commanding influence that does not feel constramned by the laws created
by men, they tend to protect Saudi Arabia from an influence of western civilization
preserving implementation of Islamic laws i public zones market places and
annihilating the existing of practices that are deemed unlawful 1n Islam They are often
accompanied by a police having the power to arrest unrelated males and females being
caught who were publically busy m illegal activities, and who are being related to
promote Islamic dress codes, and store closures during the prayer ume They enforce
Mushim dietary laws, prohibit the transactions of alcoholic beverages and pork and seize
banned consumer products and media regarded as anti Islamic stuff The message of this
committee 15 clear in the address of the director of the Jeddah branch of the Committee
for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice He addressed a polite message for

distribution among foreign companies, ashing

‘Our brothers wm humamty residing in this country” 10 observe that "ladies should not
expose their legs or arms or bosom or hair and refrain from wearing clothes that are too

thin oy tight’ *

The Commuttee for the Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice patrolled the
streets and public places. beraung citizens for violating Tslamic rules along with
exercising physical punishment for the purpose On contrary, there are some mistahes

done by the commuttee One homific example of mutaween 1s that when they refused to

! abdul ‘Aleem abu Haikal, Binaa Al-Doulah Al-Saudia fi ‘ahad al-malik Abdul Aziz, p 31
* Llcanor Abdella Doumaro Obstacles to Equahity for Saudi Wamen, Middle East Insutute Viewpoints [he Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, 1979-200% Evolution of a Prvolal Stale « waw mel edu
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allow schoolgirls out of a hunted place because they were not wearing proper [slamic
dress They also bloched men who were trying to help the gurls escape ' Since some
unfortunate incidents where they part of, the government made their recruitment process
difficult In 2007, they were instructed by the government to cease doing so There made
a rule to heep check and balance on CPVPV so that they should not cross thewr hmits
After that the mutaween were given training by the government and a criteria was made
for appointing capable and trained person In June 2007 the officials proclaimed “the
creation of a 'department of rules and regulations’ to ensure that the activinies of

commission members may comply with the law ™

According to the law, men are the guardians of women. therefore women’s guardians are
responsible for women’s behavior ? There are separate elevators for men and women and
special sections exist for families and women in restaurants Women only banks exist In
addition. women's queues are formed at the airport and other public places and women s
desks. where women can stand in line and recerve service Some of the stores display
women post signs so as to indicate that women are allowed while men on the other hand
are forbidden to enter* Government has provided women with the separated
arrangements for all necessary areas so that the implementation of religlous requirement
of gender segregation may possible Women are the one half of sociery and sex
segregation 1s as harmful for them as for men to achieve the pleasure of Allab Almighty
so Mutaween are responsible for this duty to maintain the order 1n society so that every
Muslim. male or female, feel free to seck the pleasure of Allah Almighty and (o act as
His trustee on this world to enjoining good and forbidding evil as Muslim s Ives cannot
proceed without it Commuttee for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice made
it easy for the society in general and for women 1 parucular So, 1t 1s serving for women

and protecting their nights to hve frecly and attain their eternal goal

| BBL, Saudi Police Stopped Fire Reseue” 15 March 2002 hiip #news bbe co uk/2Mhifmiddle_cast 1874471 stm
Accessed on March 18 2012

? *Morality Police under Pressure” Arab Reform Bullun, Camegie Endowment for Inlemational Peace June 2007

' Zuhur, Middle East in Focus Sandi Arabia, nd
Shfa Yarnam Seome nbservanon on women n Saudi Arabia [n Fermnism and [slam Lepal and lilerany perspectives
New York Unnersity press New York 1996 p 263-282
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1.6.3. Role of government

The history of last 50 years has shown that Arab countries have faced several major
challenges that have affected all nations and mainly the gulf countries Saudi Arabia,
being one of them, has expenienced some mamn social chaos directly and indirectly
Discovery of oil n 1930s and then o1l generated profits in the carly 1970s introduced big
changes including the opportunity of education to both boys and girls

The increased profits from o1l gave the opportunity to education abroad and change the
standards of living and the mentioned changes affected ummagmnable the entire society
and 1ts structure 1n a short period of ume ! New opportunities were unlocked for women,
such as education in law and engineering departments, the hospitality industry.
manufacturing and shopping malls, and government commissions that deal with women's

needs and 15sues

Currently, 1t 15 declared that both men and women will enjoy equal nights in all affairs
relating to nationality and there shown an improvement in women'’s right of entry to
court® and female lawyers were allowed to get hcenses to pracuce law > In 2008.
according to the Saudi National Society for Human Rights, women for the first time were
allowed to recerve therr civil status cards without their guardian s permission” In
addition, women have now been granted permussion to engage 1n legal practice In late
February 2010, Justice Minuster Muhammad al-"Isa announced that a new law would
soon accredit women lawyers to allow them to appear in court for the first time, but
restrict the cases they are allowed to litigate to child custody, divorce, marriage and other

family related issucs "A royal decree provided that “women would be represented n the

ibd, p 265

? Roval Decree no M/54 29 Shawwal 1425 AH “Consideration of Reports Submitted by States Parties Under Armcle
1% of the Conventon Combined Inuial and Second Periodic Reports of States Partics Saudi Arabia (lnited Nauaons
Commutice on the Ehmmation of Discnmination agamst Women, CEDAW/C/SALUZ 07-29667 [E] 120507 230507
March 29 2007 16 hnp #daccessdds un org/docUUNDOC GEN/ NO7296/67PDE N0T29667 pdMPOpenFlement

' Al-Watan newspaper October 3 2009 Accessed on Aprtd 19, 2013

“ Awad al-Malihi  Saudi Women Can Obtan ID Cards wathout Guardian's Permussion Al-Madinah March 4 2008
Accessed on January, 08, 2014

* Huqug Newsleuer Natonal Society for Human Rights January 2013 Tssuc 83 p 9

“Walaa Hawan New Law 1o Allow Women Lawvers Lo Take up Family Issues™, Arab News
hup arabnews com, saudiarabiaanicle22092 ecc Accessed on Februan 25, 2013
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Council with no less than 20% of its members ™' There 1s an improvement in female labor
force as the report states "Increased female participation i the labor force 1s a positive
indicator of the increasing job opportumities being made available to them in conformity
with their requirements and Islamic teachings and values "

Many posttions were granted to women i several departments by “the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs™, “The Mimstry of Education” has positioned women in some leading
positions and * The Ministry of Labor™ is looking for women to provide 200,000 jobs 1n
vartous fields of the financial system and has started seminars and workshops to tram
women ' King Fahd bin Abdel Aziz proclaimed on various occasions that Saudi women
should participate n the development of the country and also discussed the possibility to
providing small factories where women could work even while still being at school or
university * The deputy minister of planning, Faisal Al Basheer said that ' do not think
that there are any laws in the country that forbid women to work, the problem of
women’s employment stems from whether women could work 1n those fields that society
considers appropriate from a religious or social point of view It is necessary 10 take
nto account the fact that we cannot change the customs and local traditions of our
soclety. although we are 1n need of labor manpower * However, women are now more
able to participate in civic hfe than ever before as women have recently been appounted to
elite ministry posts, university deanships, and directorships 1n quasi-governmental civic
orgamizations Female physicians were appointed for the first time as deputy director of
health affairs for the Makkah region and head of the general directorate of nursing in the
ministry of health® A member of the royal family. Princess al-Jawhara Fahad bin
Mohammed bin Abdel Rahman al-Saud, was appomnted as undersecretary of the Mimistry
of Education And in a step that garnered miemnational attention, Nora bint Abdullah al-

Fayez was named the deputy mmmster of education n charge of girls’ education in

' Shura Council Riyadh hup /Awww shura gov sa/wps/wcm/connecl/Shuraln/intemet/news Accessed on Jan 12
2013

? Hurnan Development Report, Mimistry of Cconomy and Planning, kingdom of Saud: Arabia, 2003, p 109

* Toreign Ministry to Appomt Wamen in Vanous Depanments™ Washington, DC Roval Embassy of Saudi Arabua
hup /208 246 28 149 2005News’ News/RigDelail asp’cIndex=5033 Accessed on Februany 22 20153

{1 Okaz, 25 Augusl 1987, p 17

* Al Rivadh 1930 p6

* Maha Akee! Ve oman Apponted (o Top Health Post in Jeddah’, Arab News Accessed on July 12 2014
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February 2009, marking the highest appointed post achieved by a woman m Saud
Arabia’s history '

Women can participate as candidates and vote in municipal elections The kg has
appointed 20 women to the Shura Council and the state has also recently passed a law
cnminalizing domestic violence *The Saudi Gazette announced on its website that
Somayya Jabart: would be the new editor-in-chief of the Gazette ‘Additionally, a
“National Organization for Human Rights™ was estabiished m the country n 2004 and 10
women were appointed there with an authorization to observe women's privileges “n
2005 Nadia Bakhurj1 was nominated to the “board of the Saud1 Engineers Council "3
There 1s an increasing awareness n Saudi Arabia of the need for change Saudi Arabia
has long familiar that the improvement of human resources 1s a main factor 1n a nation’s

walk to advancement but within the boundaries of Shar:'ah

1.6.4. King Abdullah-a cautious reformer or an ultra liberal ruler

Before having the authority of kingship m 2005, King Abdullah was awarded w ith many
positions as mayor of Makhah. deputy defense munister, second deputy prime munister
and commander of National Guard® and after coming into power as a crown prince, he
became famous as a “cautious reformer *’ King Abdullah bin Abdu! Azsz ranked for the
second time among scven most powerful authorities n the world by US financial

magazine “Forbes” Explainng the ranking, Forbes hailed the King for reforms and

! Julja Borger Saudi Arabia Appomnts First Female Mimster’ Guardian

hop www guardian co ub/world72009/feb/1 6/saud)cabinet-woman-mumsler Accessed on February 16 2013

* Rolhna Begum “Gre Saxh Women the Right © Dmve”, hitp #www cnn com/2013/10/24/optnion/begum-5 audi-women-
driving/index html  Accessed on August 29, 2014

IBBC hup . www bbc com/news/world-mmddle-cast-26229213, Accessed on Feb 17, 2014

* Abdul Ghafour First Independent Human Rights Orgamzanon Lstablished ’ Arab News Accessed on March 30,
2012

* Somaya Jabari Engineers Council Poll One More Step for Saudi Women'  Arab News Accessed on May 24
2015

* Zuhur, Middle east in [ocus Ssudi Arabia, p 69

"Angus McDowell, Saudi king Abdullah, a Cautious Reformer , Reuters, Qctaber 27 2011, Accessed on March 21
2013

40



Introduction

adopting moderate stance on a wide range of 1ssues Specifically, it noted the decision to

allow women the right to run for office and to vote in municipal elections ]

King Abdullah 15 considered as a reformer and the one who developed the system
particularly n the case of women’s nights Crown Prince ‘Abdullah stated that huis
government will leave no door for giving closed to women and that the door will be
opened only so far as no violation of our religion and ethics 15 involved * And

"The most important thing 1s their full participation 1n the hife of the society w3

Princess Hussa bint Salman*acknowledged her late uncle King Abdullah as a * champion
of women's rights and a man who was determined to ensure the economic and social
development of the country”™ She said

“My uncle has enabled women to claum their rights as mothers, sisters, daughters, and
wives”

She mentioned

“This was to ensure the country modernizes but with adherence to the principles of lslam,
maintaining the social cohesion of Saudi families and protecting women’s rights "3

He has taken steps to give women more respect in society King Abdullah stood up for
the improvement of judiciary system, protection of families and facilitates women 1o
study and practice law ® In 2009, he inaugurated the King Abdullah University of Science
and Technology at Thuwal In February 2009, Norah al-Fayez was appomnted by the king
as deputy minister of girl’s education ’ King Abdullah formally maugurated Princess
Norzh bmt Abdul Rahman University which will be driven by women It will be the
world’s largest all female university accommodating up to 40,000 students It 1s believed
that King Abdullah has pushed to pass laws in favor of women In s time policies and

laws were passed in for the benefit of women as they were granted the right to get

' kg Abdulish ranks among the seven most powcrful people 1n the  world”  Forbes
hop /- www saudiembassy nevlatest_news/news11041 103 aspx Accessed on November 12, 2013

Hmmad bin Hamid al-Salimu “Where 15 the Saudi Woman ™ Al-Jazirah Rwvadh 3 Mav 1999 p 13

' Jamal Khashogpt ‘Thalogue on Women's Role Urged  Arab News, Jaddah 21 Apnl 1999, p 2

* Princess Hussa s a lecturer i the faculty of law and political studics at King Saud Unisersity and 2 consultant for the
Human Rights Commission

* King Abdullah championed women's rights  Arab News, Ry adh
hup /www arabnews com/news/703681, Accessed on 23 February 2014
"hitp fwww arabnews com/saudi-arab/news, 694511

TItnd p 72
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national 1denuty cards, education, right (o vote, seats in shura council and many Jobs
were offered to women such as 1n human rights commussion, passport office. minustry of
trade and industry and m many other fields Women were also granted the right to run for
clection in the “Chamber of Commerce”, “the engineers” and “journalssts unions™ The
White House welcomed the announcement of the King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz as
*We welcome Saudi King Abdullah's announcement that women will serve as full
members of the Shura Council 1n the next session and will have the night to participate m
future elections ”
And

These reforms recognuze the significant contributions women 1n Saudi Arabla make to
their society and will offer them new ways to participate 1n the decisions that affect their
lives and communities ™
In the past few years King Abdullah has become more liberal on the topic of women's
rights Where he made progress for women, there are some of 1ts negative effects on the
society One example 1s his purposeful strategy to prompt development by sending a
number of Saudi youngsters i foreign countries on scholarships for education 1n
different fields. such as modern technologies, engineering. sciences. critical thinking and
mary other subjects A large number of students after being benefitted by king’s foreign
scholarship program have come back from United States® and are misfit here n the state
because of encounter with the western civilization and culture which 1s triggered 1n the
immuigrant Mushims™ minds
In the ume of King Abdullah, workplaces with mixed environment have expanded which

1s against the shart’ah ruling and Saudi culwre

Instituting a umiversity with co education environment for the first ttme caused an
outbreak of discussions on mixed environment as segregation cannot be grounded n
shari’ah Saudi society 1s a umque society with strong tribal system where neither King
Abdullah nor anybody ¢lse has the abulity to enforce his own explanauon of Islam They
can do nothing without Islam There 15 no Saudi Arabia without Islam

! White ITouse welcomes expansion of Saudi wemen s political participation
hitp *www saudiembassy net/latest_ncws/news09251101 aspy Accessed on Aprd 25 2013

2pavid B Oudway  Saudi Arabin's race agamst me”  Woodrow Wilsen center Washington post Cairo 2012
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This part of the research has talked about the rights of women granted by Islam as

implemented m Saudi Arabia It has thus become evident that Shari'ah secures women

from every evil
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The continuum of women’s rights in kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the context of reports and news

2.1. Breach of Saudi women’s rights — in the context of
reports and news

Women's role and rights tm Saudi society are discussed earlier This chapter will examine
the 1ssues of women's rights including male guardianship, carly mamage, job
opportunities, and vote 1n the context of some national and international reports and
news The research further aims to address the authenticity of the presented reports 1n this

regard

Over the ume span of last ten years, the 1ssues concerming equality and emancipation of
women living in Saudi Arabia have been the significant arcas of mnvestigation in weslern
medsa as well as in many of the internationally organized pohtical debates Saudi women
are considered submussive, ilhiterate, and ignorant and presented as ones who need
rescuing from their violent families Regardiess of the reforms that the admumistration of
Saudi Arabia has attempted, women keep on confronting serious discrimmnation in law
and practice ' Asma Al Mohamed, one of the renowned women’s rights activist and
journalist claims that women living 1n Saudi Arabia are constramed to lead an eccentric
mode of life. they can be deemed as the second class citizens, who are kept like treasured
possessions by their men The 1ssue of women's rights according to her 15 indubitably.
one of the greatest areas of concern 1n the mentioned states % In legal scenario, she further
holds that women are considered to be munors, with a strong mfluence of guardians 1n
terms of seeking for any job, going to courts or choosing a life partner for themselves
They are devoid of having a right to vote during the municipal election campaigns, there
are no legal means so as to ¢liminate domestic violence victimizing women in general 1n
Saud: Arabla Women, though, were 1ssued their ID cards, rrrespective of their guardian’s

permussions in 2008, 1t. yet, 1s still significant to note that the public celebrations with

! Human Rights in the Kingdom of Saud: Arabia’ Amnesty [niemanonal Report 2010

hup / www amngsty orglen‘reglon/saudi-arabia/report-2010  Accessed on Jan 13, 2013

! asmaa Al-Mohamed  Saudi Women’s Rights Stuck at @ Red Light 2007, www arabinsight org - &ccessed on Feb
06 2013
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regard to women’s participation, are still presenung disappoinuing results "It was thus the

situation regarding the condition of females as represented in the report

Women's role and rights 1n Saudi society are discussed earher Thus chapter will examine
the 1ssues of women’s nights including male guardianship, early mamage. job
opportunities, and vote 1n the context of some national and mternational reports and
news People living in west are not apprised of the Muslim culture. and the meanings as
represented through different symbolic manifestations, they are however informed about
the victmized and tortured status of women as represented through media ©  Mamy
reports released by human rights orgamizations as presented on media discuss the

situation of women and their nghts in Saudr Arabia

For this reason. Saudi Arabia has been targeted by the renowned international
orgamizations. they stress Saudi government to alter the nature of different policies as
developed by them Such kind of orgamizations severcly criticize the role played by
guardians 1n different matters of life , shaping the decisions of Saudi women 1n a way
particular to nself However, I shall aim at concentrating on the themes that are allowed
under the Saud: legal framework but are not in practice 1¢ male guardianship, early
marriages. employment 1ssues, and participation in elections Further objective of the

rescarch 1s to assess either the reports are based on facts

2.1.1. Male Guardianship

The 1ssue of women’s right has been a sigmficant area of research at all kinds of media
one of the major issues 1n this respect pertains to the 1ssue of guardianship, having a
strong 1mpact on personal as well as job oniented careers of female gender The ewistence
of male guardianship 1s gencrally deemed a violation of the rights specific to females, the
rules n this regard implicate that every adult woman must have a male guardian a
mahram All Saudi women are affected by this system regardless of social or economic
status This institutionalized system of guardianship controls adult Saudr women s daily

lifc Women must ask for permussion in matters like work, travel, or marnage It

! Cleanor Abdella Doumate, Obslacles to Equality for Saudt Women” Middle East [nsbtute Viewpounts [he
Kinzdor of Saudi Arabia. 1979-2009 Evolution of a Prvatal Staie,p 25

2y agoob S Mushim women and war on terror  Femimist Review 2008 p 150
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additionally demonstrates, the commanding influence requires 1t at every cosl,
irrespective of governmental flexibility regarding the concerned rules ’

The concept of guardianship limits a woman in all her matters *The guardian may nclude
all of the male members in society around her such as father, uncle, brother, son, nephew
grandfather or father-in-law The concept, according to some of the cntics. presents

woman as an inferior gender, devoid of having any choice of her own

It pertams to the socio-cultural norms associated with the notion, as practiced 1n Saud
Arabia The same rule encompasses all possible spheres of a woman'’s lhife including
marriage. seehing for a job, or choosing an educational discipline [t according to the
critics, 1s a stigma and disgrace specific to female gender 1n the entire Arabian Pentnsula
‘The authontative influence’s tnsistence on having a mehram 1n all vital matters of hife,

according to a school of thought 1s constraining women in many wajs

The women m Saudi Arabia do not have the privilege to have their children acquire their
nationality, there exist strict restrictions for women regarding dnving Unwillingness to
marry without the consent of women leads to violence and abuse in many of the cases ’
Besides, Saudi women require male guardians to assist them during their academic
pursuits, professional careers, and medical checkups Such kinds of circumstances, the
women are up agamnst, according to the critics, can be deemed a disgraceful and

deplorable plight

West's objection 1s that the government could still not eradicate the conception of male
guardianship existing m the state Recently, a mature, divorced woman, a cardiologist by
professton, was not 1ssued a passport without a male guardian’s permission, simtlarly. a
US based lady was not 1ssued a passport of Saudi Arabia as her male guardians did not
approve of the act Some of the women because of such unpleasant circumstances are

required to live in shelter homes. simularly, a woman who came 10 court without a male

! Zainah Almuhdar Human Rights of Women and Children under the Islamic Law of Personal Stamus and Tt
Applicalion n Saudi Arabia”, Muslum World Joumnal ol Fluman Rights, 2008, vol 5 Amicle ! p 8

! Perpetual Minors, Human Rights Abuses Sternming from Male Guardianship and Sex Segregation in Saudi Arabia
TTuman rights Watch 2008 p 2

' “The stale of (he world's Human Rights Saudi Arabia®  Amnesty Internatienal  Annual report 2013
hetp © www aminesty orpren/region/saudi-arabia/report-2013 Accessed on Apnl 30 2014
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member from her famuily was sentenced to “a 300 lashes™ along with “onc and a half year

LL] ]
tn prison

According (o one of the renowned real estate investor of the country, a woman is required
to present six men before court to “buy or sell property™. Te overall process. according to
her, makes 1t very difficult for a woman to pursue her legal rights in the country It
requires having connections with the higher authority to seek one’s rights, besides, to
“pay a bribe" or being “sharp tongued™ 1s some of the other ways n this regard .

The cducation of females also depends upon the choices of the male members of their
family The learners at the educational mstitutions informed the Human Rights Watch
that 1s considered a mandatory requirement to scek permission of the guardians 1n terms
of advanced scholastic pursuits The male members themselves, the girls claimed get
imitated by the complexities of overall process One of the other students commented that
In an attempt to make sure that female education wifl not disturb her famuly hie, the
husbands have to visit untversity to express their approval with regard to their wives’
further academic pursulits 3 In a similar manner, the people required to hire women, make
sure that theirr male members have evinced their consents The teachers as well are
directed to ascertain the guardian’s permission !

A woman’s right to avail herself of the health specific opportunities has also been put at
nisk by the complex system of guardianship Women are required to present an cvidence
of their guardian's permisston to pursuc the entire medical process It thus 1s impossible
for 2 woman to avail herself of the medical facility at a government’s health care centre
without a male farmly member’s consent :

According to “Okaz” newspaper, during the month of July, 2012, the doctors at King
Fahad hospital refused to treat a female patient as the male member was not available to

present his consent ¢ Likewise, n rural areas, the male members of a family do not give

' Country summary 2011 Sandi Arabia”, Human Rights Watch htip //www hra org Accessed on Feb 16, 2012

1 Asmaa al-Mohamed Sauds Women s Rights Stuch at a Red Light  www arabinsight org Accessed on Mav 23
2013

' Human Rights Watch interview with a female medical student Khobar, December 9 2006 hup / www hrw org
Accessed on July 17 2013

* Human Rights Watch interview with Fawazi al-Dahhan, general manager of manpower planmng department Ministry
of | abor Rivadh March 9 2008

* Muhammad Saleh Al-Hapay “Medical practice in Saudi Arabua the medico legal aspect’ Saudr medcal journal
1996 p 1t

* World report 2013 saudi Arabia , htip /fwww hrw orgimorld-report/2013, Accessed on Julv 13 2014
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therr consent that their women be treated by the male doctors particularly male
gynecologists Even 1f a woman 1s adult, she does not have right to present her own
consent to be prepared for any kind of medical treatment ' “Al Watan™ as one of the
famous newspapers claims that a woman cannot avail herself of medical/surgical
treatment without being provided a male’s consent. the claim was based on doctors
confirmation that requirement of male consent 1s an oblgation from the Ministry of

health *

The medical form which requires the guardian’s consent is as follows:

Patmnr Name e e e —_— e e e e —— e e
' s ity — — R i )_‘Jlﬁl-__ — - ._J_J.l
A — - [
Telmiane . . _ S — e e e e gl
Gunrdhin s HAN o e e e ——— = R [ i, P
Telaphans _ e am m e wyatd] Agdrtlenship - - —_—— o — akll py
Invndied Surghal Cparatisn < gl Bt st
1, the usdbarphped fuwe sgrend yes s et Ll Ll aht o = sl y Zesal alial agdt A
the Surpiinl Operphes ou my sl ( ar un mry rinkbe
el e e gmall e o al) e o el )
1, v bamruiey pcaspt ol she sumpeslll i ey ,_u,):al-t..il,._‘u,._uht_r._uba__..;,
r—dtmmhhl-dﬂmu_milh ,th,.n.nll.,_;-l.:lflu‘._.._:ﬂ,]w’;“.;.dl‘_,.
bk gl Oma f 1w N A N Y
Pabiamt Mgt - o . oo m em e s mem R me—— e AN T
Sy e e m — — I PR
Gusrdian's Mema o e — - - e e A e
Mgl e e m—— o r— m——— — JE [ - Ay
Wi Name . . e e rm—— e m——— — — Al e
Pt e n - —— e = —_——— — - mm—— A
Witk Nt . o e - — - - M,
Sigem e — et —— s
HIMGODA BF SALTN ARARIA ey LR Ryl T T j
LN E FARAL UMV RETY M@@m 3
q—--——--rv-..-n-u—--rﬁ HHIJJ—- i
q.rl,—qhﬁd,!&sdl_,&b,\)’u 3
ADM 11 { Dwe HOS OONAENT FON BURGICAL OFERATION Cor'¥ gl 14— el s

U Abu Aisha H, “Women 1 Saud) Arabia do they have the nght to give their own consent lor medical procedures”
Saudi medical journal 1985 p 74-75

> Al- Watan newspaper June 2 2009
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There 1s nothing in this form which s discriminatory for women in medical concens. so
it 1s 1llogical

The women's consent to marry according to her own choice has also been constrained by
the permission of male authontative figure In the opmion of Hanbali scholars a girl
cannot go for choosing a life partner of her own choice 1f he 1s not accepted by the
guardian ' In such a case, obtaining any legal means 1s not easy for females The women
are constrained to suffer as the victims in the entire situation It thus 1s not possible for
them to seck justice from legal authonties in their everyday lives

In case of filing a complaint against anyone, the guardian 1s required to approve of the
act, the process, otherwise, does not proceed any further The presence of a muarif 1s
mandatory to recogmize the women in veil, besides the condition of having the 1dentity
cards A woman cannot leave her country unless permitted by the guardian In many of
the recorded cases, Lthe guardian 1s a woman’s younger brother 3

The requirement of male guardianship 1s a mamn barnier to women's entry to the count
system A woman 1s not allowed to enter nto the court without a guardian Because of
several factors of the kind, women cannot go to court without hurdle and apprehensions

involved 1n the whole process while they are not banned officially )

As a matter of fact, despite the promises made by the government, no alterations have
been made so far, so as to change the exisung states of affairs There are, however, some
of the women who take the present circumstances as challenges and strive to change them
The governmental authonty, at the same time, does not allow women without holding
the yellow cards as marks of approval by their guardians mentioning the number of days

they are required to stay at a particular place for specific number of days

Yellow card required for female to travel outside the Kingdom 1s as follows

Yellow Travel Card Compulsory for Saudi Women

' JTamal | Nasir The Status of Women under Islamic Law and Under Modem Islamuie Legistation 1990 p 10

? {luman Rights Watch interview with Shetkh Dr Ahmad bin Hamad al-Mazyad, a former representatve of the
Mimistry of Jusiice March 10, 2008

' Asmaa d-Mohamed  Saudi Women s Rights Stuck al a Red Light  www arabinsight org Accessed on April 09
2014

‘abeer Allam  Saudi Female Lawvers Fight for Right 1o Work™, Financial Timnes

<hitp "www il com cms/s/(0/2 [82¢32c-3e67- 11d[-a706-00144fcabde0 himl#aszz lhmR31Pj> Accessed on Aprd 02
2013

50



The continuum of women’s rights in kingdom of Saud Arabia in the context of reports and news

[Translated by Human Rights Watch from the Arabic oniginal]
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Mumstry of Interior

General Directorate of Passports

Rivadh Region Passport Office

(Saudi Travel Permit)

Number Date / /142 AH

Name of the Passport Holder

Passport Number Place of [ssue

Number of Dependents
Legal Guardian's Acknowledgment 1,

Do not object to the travel of the holder of this permit and dependents
To the state of for the period of
1D Number

Kinship

Signature of Legal Guardian

Concerned Employec

Director of Passports Department, Riyadh Region
Stamp

The ability of women to provide identity cards, make them dependent on men During
the vear 2001, the photo ID cards were commenced bemg issued to women Some of the
women still could not obtain their 1D cards as they refused to unveil their face. some
others could not provide their guardian’s approval in this regard The whole activity

could thus not be processed in the desired way '

' vakmn Lrturk  Promotion and Protection of &ll Human Rights, Civil Polucal, Economie Social and Culrural Raghis
including the nght 16 development. Human Rughts Council Eleventh session Addendum, mission to Saudt Arabia,
Apnl 14 2000, P11
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Due to this reason. women could not cast their vote during the election campaigns of
2005 'The personal lives of women are dependent on women n terms of doing jobs,
seching education and travelling alone * Similarly, 1t requires the permission of male
member from the famuly to go for treatment at a hospital 3 The political as well as
professional life 1s hard for women as they are constrained from many facets’, avarling
idenuity cards and passport as well require the permission of male members > The lack of
exercise has led to the growing rate of obesity among Saudi women ® As mentioned
carlier, secking academic degrees of their own choice, pursuing job careers and marrying
the person of their own choice has also been restricted by the society One of the most
unpleasant sides of the picture 1s the domestic violence targeted against women 7

ft 1s significant to mention that the country's insistence on having a male member in
terms of taking several decisions on the part of women 1s against the article 15 of
“CEDAW’ requiring ¢qual opportunitics for women n all matters of hife The arucle
considers the act of restricting the legal rights of women to be 1illogical and invahid
Such kinds of laws are against the declaration of human nights laws The intemational
faw s of the sort aum at ensuring the residence and travel nights of people Living around the
globe belonging to the state The international law in this regard aims at guarantecing all
the rights of the people making their lives comfortable and pleasant in a way particular to
itself The dependence of women on male guardians, according to a school of thought,
brings infamy and disgrace to women Most of the times the guardian does not have the
same level of education as that of a women, the male 1n some cases 1s even younger than
the woman The authority given to men over women 1n several regards 1s considered to
be a disgrace “The socio-cultural norms prevalent mn a country do not allow a woman to

go to a police station to seek justice At police stations or even at hosptals, the women

" Zuhur p 225

*Trank N Carlson, BPS News Hour Extra, December 05, 2011

" 1US Comutussion on [nternational Religious Freedom Annual Report 2011

* Let Women Vote Run for Office” Human Rights Warch Saudi Arabia,

hitp /www hrw org/en/news/201 1/03/3 1/saudi-arabia-let-women-vole-run-office"print Accessed on Mar 03, 2013

* Vidyasagar G “Saudi women doctors gender and vareers within Wahhabie Islam and a westernized work culture
Women s studies international forum, 2004 p 26180

" Al-Nozha, Obesiy m Saudi Araba  Saudi medical journal 2005 p 224

"Repont 2012 https /www amnesty org/en/reglonsavdi-arabia/report-2012, Accessed on July 17, 2015

* Perpetual Minors, Human Rights Abuses Stemmung from Male Guardianstup and Sex Segregation m Sauds Arabia
IJ[uma.n rights Walch 2008 p 39

Y Tid
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have to wait for their male guardian’s approval The concept has been deeply inculcated
within the minds of women Such kind of situation according to a school of thought
brings disgrace to the honor of women in general

In some cases where women do not unvell their wdentities, or are not having their 1D
cards. their guardian’s 1D cards are required for the purpose The cases where the person
responstble for a specific unlawful act 1s the guardian himself, the chances for seeking
justice are reduced | Because of discrimiation i social, legal and governmental
institutions, as claimed by a specific school of thought, the chances to gain justice are
mimmized to an extreme extent There does not seem to exist any hope to penalize the
people performing illegal deeds

In most manifestations of male guardianship and sex segregation there are no written
legal provisions that explicate these systems. but the whole Saudi Arabian community 1s
imbued by thesc practices 2 The role of the government in cstabhishing and upholding
these customs 1s duplicitous Within legal circles, because of discrimunation n rules. the
women n general are victimized to a severe extent There 1s no legal text aiming at
action agaimnst the people victimizing females The cruel practice has become a part of
law and socicty in general

34 Saudi woman sard "1 want to feel ltke I am a Saudi cttizen, now I just feel like
Iam a follower of a man ™

Some of the Saudi women argue 1n favor of the established system, considermg 1t a
means of their protection ’Some of the women however consider 1t a source of disgrace
and a mere rejection of their intellectual caliber, legal demands and moral requirements
They consider the rules of guardianship as a source of limiting their independence in

terms of marriage, legal requirements, educational pursuits, jobs, and other issues of

' vaun Erturk. Promotion and Protection of All Human Rights Crvil Polincal Economic Social and ¢ ulturdl Rights
including the nght o development” Human Rights Council Eleventh session Addendum mission 1o Saudi Araba, 14
April 2009 P 12

7 Amnes(y Internanonal report, 2010

" The Shadow Report far CEDAVW Prepared by 'Saudi Women for Reform  Saudi Arabia The Execuline Summary
December 2007

4 jimer Nall Saudi Male Guardianstup Protest Sent to Commitice’ WeNews correspondent March 5 2014
hup . /womensencws org, Accessed on May 18 2014

* As a proud Saudi woman [speak  Arab News February 5 2008 Accessed on July 14 2013
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everyday life The legal status of women appears to be uncertain 'One of the most

unpleasant outcomes of the prevalent condition appears 1n case of marmiages

2.1.2. Early Marriages

As far as the bride's age 1s concerned, 1t differs according to the sociological as well as
cconomical concerns pertaiming to the family In some families, the women are forced to
accept the old or mentally disabled men as therr husbands The similar kind of case
attracted the attention of national and international media whereby “an 8 years old girl
was married to a 58 years old man by the father who required the dowry to perform his
financial responsibilities ™ Another case tells that “a divorced father married off hus 12
vears old daughter for 80,000 riyals™ since his ex wife had taken charge for her
protection :

The legal requirement of having a guardian’s consent in marriage results 1n contradictions
of the kind whereby the guardians desire to hold their own decisions A similar kind of
case registered in the document, dealt with the 1ssue whereby a girl refused her father’s
decision, forcing her not to marry the person she desired to marry The court came up as

the women’'s legal guardian n this regard and argued n favor of the women’s consent }

The system of marriage in Saudi Arabia 1s strongly ruled by the male members of both
familics and s viewed as an agreement between the groom and the male guardian of the
expected bride While bride’s consent 1s an important condition to the marriage her
family strongly pressurizes her to marry the man of guardian’s choice Legally having
the right to decline the proposed marriage, brides will always have to accept the marmiage
unwillingly Furthermore the younger girl 1s more easily forced to accept the marriage
contract so the necessity of a girl’s approval to marnage does not discourage the marriage
of munor girls According to traditional rules. the marmages were supposed to be arranged
between parental first cousins or any of the relatives, the marmage partners were not
supposed to meet one another before marriage and all of the arrangements were made by

the elders of the concerned families and other related kin Divorce 1s relatively easy for a

' Erwirk 2009 P (1

*Rivadh newspaper January 9 2019, hiip //www alriyadh com/201001 '097anicled488331 huml Accessed on Apnl 21
2013

' Mudawanat Al-Ahkam Al-Qada'iyah”, Ministry of Jusuce Riyadh [ssue 3 2008
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man, that's why remarriage 1s common for men ! Most of the cases in marriage of minor
girls are caused of remarriage as Saudi law has not limited the age for marriage

Commuttee on the Rights of the Child clanified that socially the law does not describe a
specific age Limit for marriage © Requirement of male guardian's permission confine
woman’s right to go into marriage contract and the guardian have the ability to postpone
a marmage for the reason to get money from woman’s earnings ? According w CNN in
2008, a man 1n Saudi Arabia married off his eight year old daughter to a 47 years old man
to have his debts forgiven His wife sought a dissolution which a Saudi Arabian judge
refused to allow ™ Another example 1n which “Suad Abu-Dayyeh"’ expressed her views
as “three vears ago, |12 years old Faima was "sold” into marriage to a man more than
four times her age Her father being unemployed and addicted to drugs sold her nto
wedlock for about $10,500, money that he then used to buy himself a car You might be
ashing yourself how this 1s possible The answer is because there 1s no minimum age of

marniage law 1n Saudi Arabia »6

Child marriage 15 very common and legal in this traditionalist Muslim country where the
traditions are valued more than the law and politics 1s associated with Islam where the
scholars effectively support the marriage of mmor girls They opposed the resolutions
which condemns the kind marriage and consider it the right of a country whether to allow
early marriages on not ’Saudi Arabia 1s facing heavy pressure internationally and
internally to stop the marriage of mmor girls but the kind marriages are sull practiced in
the society because it in embedded there culturally The absence of age limit for marniage

gives the power to tradition to force the girls for early marriage i

"hup Asww everyeulure com/Sa-Th/Saudi- Arabia html#nzz2vuzumR3

? See Government of Saudi Arabia, Second Penodic Report 1o the Commitiee on the Righls of the Child
CRC C/136/Add 1 Aprd 21 2005 para 37

' Magpie Michael Saudi wamen suc male guardians who stop mamage  Associated Press November 28 J0L0
hitp +www Jpast com/MiddlcEast/Article aspx1d=197004 Accessed on Seplember 26 2012

Y CNN com , January 17 2009

¥ the Middle Cast and North Africa censultant for Equality Now, an advocacy group for the human rights of women
and girls around the world

* Suad Abu-Davyeh  Will  Saudi  Arabie end  child  marnage? Accessed on June 240 2uUld
http »/Awww equalitynow org/take_action/child_marnage_action3 15

7 “Child Marmage huap /medclunsummer wikispaces com/file/view Child+Mamage-+Mini+Sum+nation+posiion peli
Accessed on August 16 2014

Y Milaat W Florey C ‘Prenatal mortality m Jeddah Saudi Arabia”, Tniernahional joumal of epidermuologs 1992 p 32—
0
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The announcement by the minster of justice on April 14, 2009, “a new system of bylaws
would be implemented 10 observe children would no longer be subjected to this abuse™
could not stop the marriages of munor girls as several child marniages have occurred after
that statement Some cases are “in Najran, a 13 vears old girl was marnied off to a man in
hus 50s Everyone in the family opposed the marnage but the father allowed the marriage
for the cause to buy a car by using his daughter’s dowry” In another case. a sheikh was
forced to marry a 10 years old girl to a person of 34 years old, other story 1s of the

marriage of 12 years old girl with a marnage official himself !

International media have covered a number of cases of child marriage in one case “the
mother of a 12 year old girl that was married to an 80 year old man asked the courts to
annul the marmage on grounds of rap.:“2 but the case was solved by the withdrawal of girl
stating that she approved the marmiage in “filial respect to her father and obedience to his

w3

wish™ ? Another case describes that a court in Uniaza maintained the marnage of an 8

vear old girl to a 60 year old man on the condition that the marriage 1s not consummated
until she reaches pubcrty"4

The extent to which a woman contributes in decisions with respect to her own marriage
relies on her family's preferences and her age, social and professional circumstances One
example 1s, “an eight year old girl made headlines by securing a divorce from her 50 year
old husband. a marrtage brokered by her father to settle old debts™ since there 15 no law
to stop child mamage n the country ¢ As according to scholars of Hanbali school of
thought that a guardian who 15 the father or grandfather of a mmor or virgin grh 1s free

to approve a marriage for his ward without her consultation "7 A fatwa by sheikh Saleh al-

' Eman Al Nafjan Tt s sull legal in Saudi Arabia, child marmage” Vol 10 2011 saudiamber blogspol com 12-ycar-
old married off to §0-year-eld
? Saudi Child Bride Drops Divorce From 80 Year Old Man  BBC February 2 2010,
l!'lttp news bbe co uk Vhvmiddle east8493402 stm . Accessed on October 16, 2013

Ibd
4+ yaudis To Repulate Child Brides ' BBC Aprul 15 2009 hup /mews bbe co uk/2hi/muddle_easL' 7999777 sim
Accessed on July 20 2014
S vg_Year-Old Saudi Girl Divorces 50-Year-Old 1Tusband,” khaleey Times, May 1 2003
hip swww khaleeyumes com/DisplavArticleNew asp Wecnon=middlesast& x file=dala’/middleeas’2009 may/middleeast
_may2 xml Accessed on July 20, 2014
¥ New Marriage Contracts (o Ask the Bride’s Age” BBC, June 2 2010 hitp /www bbe co uk/news/ 0217619
Accessed on Aprd 13,2014
? Jamal T Nasir, The Status of Women under [slanuc Law and Under Modem [slamic Legnlauon (I endon Graham
& Trotman (990 p 10
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[awzan supports the marmiage of minor girls with the statement that “fathers may arrange
marniages for their daughters even 1if they are n the cradle, the only condition 1s that the
married couple cannot consummate the marriage until she has reached puberty As
fatwas considered as the law of the country, the mentioned fatwa mimplies that chiid
marriage 1s authoritatively approved by the administration Moreover, the marmage of
girls aged ten and above 1s approved by fatwa of the Grand Muft ? Thus fatwa did not set
a mimmum age of mamage It sanctioned marriage at age ten, but did not disallow earlier
marriage Such fatwas allow the practice of child marmiage to continue and thousands of
Saudi Arabian girls are married off at a young age In 2012 alone, there have been 5 622

cases of yvoung marmiages were observed 1n 2012 }

The financial incentives are considerable which causes the child marmage in rural areas
Many families i rural areas might choose to marry off their girls for the sake og

marriage gift from the groom ¢

During the recent few years, the age difference between the marriage partners has been
given importance I1n terms of coverage on media so as to appnse the general public as
well as the international treaties dealing with the human rights, particularly children’s
rights to which the Kingdom 1s a signatory The resolutions on children s rights define
the child as ““any person under the age of 18~ Article 16 2 of the Convention on the
Elimmation of All Forms of Discrimination against Women™ states that The marriage
of a child shall have no legal effect and all necessary action including legislation, shall be
taken to specify a mimimum age for marmage and to make the registration of marnages 1n
an official registry compulsory ™ Nadya Khalife’, suggested that the admimstration
should legallv set a mimimum age for marnage She said “Working from a human nights
framework., we believe that early mamage has negative consequences on children,

especiatly girls because 1t affects their health, education, literacy and economic

" Angus McMowall and Summer  Clenc Fights Saudi Bid to Ban Child Mamage  Wall Streel Journal July 29 2011
http  onlinc ws) com/aruicle/SB10001434053111903635604576472011907391364 html  Accessed on March 17 2013
*Dubat  Saudi Muft: Okavs Mamage far 10 Year Old Girls ' Al Arabiva News November 2 2010

hip www alarabiva net ariclest 200901115 64297 htm! Accessed on March 19 2013

! More than 5000 Child Brides 1w Saudi Araba Gult News  November 80 2012
http /+pulfnews com/new s/pulfsaudi-arabia/more-than-5-000-child-brides-in-saudi-arabra-1 L131605  Accessed  on
April 9 2013

*Ibid

* W amen s Raghts researcher for Human Rights Watch s Middle Fast and North Africa Division
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empowerment shills The reason we focus on girls 1s because 1t 1s principally girls who

are married off at a young age ™'

Early marriages extremely affect the girls medically as it ‘run a very high risk of

w2

complicattons n pregnancy and childbirth compared with older adolescents™ * According
to the ministry of health, “‘tecnage pregnancy may be a factor behind the high maternity
mortality rate of 12 per 100 000 live births 1n 2006 "* Right to education 1s also affected
by the kind marmage, social connections are being restricted because of a number of
responsibilitics. emotional consequences are also noticeable and the study by UNICEF
places them at sigmficant risk of domestic violence * Farly marniages are endured i
Saudi Arabia for quite a long time having adverse social, physical, mental and economic
effects The administration 1s being pressurized mnternal and internationally to elimmate
child marmage by limiting the mimimum age A latest movement by ‘' Savidan

Magazine " openly condemned child marriages and was up held even by Saudi royal

family But it results only to put a space for age onto marmage certificate

James Lynch. Amnesty’'s Middle East presenter stated his uncertainty regarding
¢limination of early marriages as

*But unti] we see actual legislation and how 1t's implemented, rather than merely fine
words, we will continue to have serious concerns about lack of protection for girls from

early and forced marriage™ °

2.1.3. Employment issues

Employment of women 1s another 1ssue which directly and ndirectly effected by the
system of male guardianship in the state Saudi society believes that the nature of women
1s different 1n relation to that of men, for that reason they are allowed to work which s

suitable to their nature This 1s the reason, women are offered some specific jobs The

"http www arisandopimion com2011 110 _n3‘eman htm Accessed on March 21 2013

* Child Marmage Girls 14 and Younger ar Risk.” Intemational Women's Health Coalition

hop . www mwhe orgindes php?option-com_content&tash-view&1d-3487& Nemud-629 Accessed on Feb 22 2014

! Health indicators 20052006 Ministry of Health of Saudi Arabia

htip /fwanw moh gov sa/statustics/Stal_BL1426/indicators htm, Accessed June 16, 2014

! Suad Abu-Dayvch Wil Saud: Arabia end child marnage?  May 29 2014

" Fman Al Nafjan It s sull legal in Sauds Arabia child mamage , Vol 10 2011 saudiamber blogspot com, Accessed
on Apnl L1 2014

* www csmomitor com/tags/topics/ames+Lynch
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concept that women should work n their separate spheres where they cannot be seen by
strange men 1s sfill dominant The law demands a guardian’s permission from woman if
the type of work 1s not "deemed appropriate for a woman”, for example, to work n a
rural area a woman has to be accompanied 2 man who performs as her guardian The
obligation of genders segregation resulted 1n nequity 1n employment  The mmposed
segregation of genders has limited the opportunities for women to work. as the majority
of women employed to work 1n state’s segregated education system or in medical
services Considering the obstacles women face with legal guardianship system, it 1s no
wonder that just 5 percent' of the workforce 1s female Saud: women cannot study
engineering, law. or journalism According to the latest official figures 49 9% of the
Saudi population 1s female” and barely 21% of them contribute to the social development,
because 1t 15 socially unacceptable for women to work in fields other than teaching and
medicine ° Although women account for just over half the school and university
population, government policy and social tradition severely Lumit their employment
op[:lortunme:s4 Women deemed unpleasant as workers for reasons that the companies
have to arrange separate services for the women and therr lack of ability to interact with
other groups without a male representative In addition, women need to be transported by

drivers. which can end up 1n great cost for the employers

Some Saudi writers condemn the 1dea of Saudi women’s employment The one 1s Saudi
physiciap and writer Muhammad Al al Bar wrote in his book Amal al Mara'a fi al
Mizan (1984) that the participation of Saudi women m the economic world will
eventually destroy the entuty of the famuly as they will have to be away from their
husband and children all the day * Souheila Zein Al Abedeen shares Al Bar’s view about

the participation of women 1n the labor market She condemns totally the idea of women

' Dalia Monada and Tmant M “Wqll Changes 1n Saud1 Arabia Increase Women’s Rughts?  PBS News hour
November | 2011 <hitp /www pbs org/newshour/exra/features/worldjulv-dec] 1/saudi2_t1-01 html> Accessed on
September 13 2014

? Health imdicator 2005-2006 munistry ef health of Saudi Arabia,

hilp www moh gov sa/stabstics/swal_bk1426/ndicalors htm Accessed on June 13 2014

*Vidya sagar G & Rea I " Saudi women doctiors gender and careers within % ahabic Islam and a westernized work
culture  Women s smdies intemauonal forum, 2004 p 261-80

- Major countnes of concem, Saudi Arabia” Humap rights annual reporn 2007

* \lona Al Munajjed * Women in Saud) Arabia loday Macmillan press Itd Lendon 1997 p 83
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going to work. especially 1f 1t 1s 1n a mixed environment ' Likewise Ahmad Muhammad
Jamal, a prominent Saud: scholar, and writer condemn the idea of participation of women
in the labor market as it prevents them from taking care of their fanulies According to
him, women should work only 1n the fields of teaching. nursing, and medical care ‘But
some of them are in the favor of women empowerment as some Saudt liberal men openly
condemn the system of guardianship Dr Abdullah Al-Fawzan® argued for “rethinking
the current statutes and passing laws that prevent Saudi men from domunating women,
which would clear the way for women to play a more vital role in the economy ™ He also
stated “the admimstrative and legislative framework 1n Saudi Arabia was designed to
empower men We live in a patnarchal society, and so the government should support

’!4
W Omen

Actually the reasons behind the system of guardianshup according to westerner’s pount of
view are one of the reasons 1s the government’s concern to do so conservative gender
ideology promoted by the Council of Senior Ulama has broad public attention and the
gender 1s a cnitical tool for the country admuinistration 1n managing political and econemic
challenges * West sces the government endeavors to strengthen women’s employment are
ambiguous as giving comfort to those who belicve that women should stay at home as
well as to those who demand the right to pursue economic independence * Some intermnals
share their views regarding government role are Dr Nadia Baeshen’ commented on
obstacles faced by businesswomen in the country as “‘despite the orders from the
Ministry of Labor, many government offices have failed to provide separate sections 50
that women can conduct their business without middlemen ™ Hoda al-Geres:” sent an
open letter to King Abdullah opposing the guardian system by arguing ‘the Cabinet

decision 120/2004, which addresses some aspects of women's independence. has still not

' Al Abcdeen 1984 p 80

? Jamal, 1981 p 54

‘A soctology professor at King Saud Unnersin

Muohamad 2007

Elcanur Abdella Doumale, Women and Work 1in Saudi Arabia How Flewble Are 1slamuc Margins”  Aliddle Fast
Journal, Middle Fast [nsutute Stable | Vol 53 1999 p 568-383

¢ Sanja Kelly & Julia Breshin, Women s nghts in the Middle Cast and North Affica progress amud resistance
Rowman & Liuleficld Publishers 2010

"Tiead of the Khadya Bint Khowailed Center

' samar Fatany, “ Saudi Women towards a New Era”, Ghamaa publication, First Edition, 2007, P 48

* C hairwoman of the board for the women s branch of the Riyadh Chamber of Commerce

1
3
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been implemented The decree, passed three years ago, aims to facilitate employment for
women, and includes provisions openmg women’s centers to safeguard women aganst
abustve legal guardians ™ She criticized the nterference of government that obstructs

\
women to get permuts for various activities *

Because of gender segregation system, banks were operated for women only, which have
increased the opportunities for women work * But women as potential contributors to the
labour force are sull neglected Two mam reasons contribute to this negligence the
sirong tradmional behef about women’s primary role and women’s lack of financial
need ' A decision was made by council of mimisters i 2005 to expand the opportunities
for women work Resolution’s section 8 specifies that only women will work in malls
that deal with women's product but these cfforts were blocked by religious authorities °
There has also been an effort to ban the employment of women as cashiers 1n shopping
malls on the basts of fatwa 1ssued by the council of senior ulama that prohibits women
from working in mined spaces ® As the government did not establish any implementing
authority to execute the resolution, the resolution was never put nto force ’ Labor
minustry ot Saudi Arabia allowed women for work in women’s supplies stores several

vears ago but remains deterred

Commercial licenses for busimesses were banned for women by the Ministry of
Commerce in 1995 * Women's contribution remains low i the labour market, throughout
the history ° Approximate population of 8 4 million women who are of working age, only

about 15% are employed'® and Women n the labor force had an unemploy ment rate of

" Al-Hmvat  Februar 21, 2007

> Mohamad 2007

¥ Al Munayjed 1997 91-121

* Social science research and women n the Arab world® Frances Piater [ ondon 1984, p 24

** Public debate in Saudr Arabia on employment opportunitics for wemen”™ The nuddle edst media research institute
I:J(;T:mb-.r 17 2006 www memn org/invaricles cg? Page-aechn es& arca-1a&ID-| 430006, Accessed on April 28
¢ Abdulazia Al-Hes % omen parucipation 1n Saudi Arabia’s political arca | Oclober 27 201] p2

htip //studies dljazeecra net Accessed on May 2, 2012

” Human nghts watch Apnl 2008 p 19

! Saudt Arabia $luman Rights Pracuces 1995" Washinglon US Government Printing Office March 1996

* Mullennium Development Goals report of Saudi Arabia 2005

' Ruth Leger Sivard  Women A World Survey” Washinglon DC University Press 2011
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33 2 percent nearly five times that of men ' In spite of the fact that female students were
permutted to study law in 2006, female lawyers were prohibited from practicing it legally
Justice mumistry continuously forbids women lawyers from getting licenses to perform
their duty ° But now a day, women lawyers are allowed to work n law firms with the
condition to perform in women sections’ and some others are allowed to deal with cases
in court on the behalf of other women as legal representatives, but not officially as
lawyers * In 2010, the Saudi government officially announced its plan to “reform the
court system by permitting female lawyers to argue cases on divorce. child custody and

3 but the kind courts are still not

other family related 1ssues in special courts as lawyers
fully developed © Because of exclusion of women from workforce, Saud1 Arabia has the
lowest rates of women employment in the world So, 1n 2004, the hingdom was ranked by
United Nations as 74th out of 75 countries for gender empowerment ’ Saudi women
represent just 4 percent of the total labour force and 107 percent of the Saudi labor

L]
force

As for the young women, in a sex segregated society their job opportunities are few K
Saudi women play a highly restricted role in the economic life of the hingdom This can
be attributed to puritanical attitude which frown upon the employment of women. not
because of any religious injunction against such employment, but rather because of the
desire to maintain strict segregation of the sexes As a result. employment opportunities

extst for women primanily in the areas of education and medicine According to World

' qaudi Arabian Monetars Agency SAMA Forty Ninth Annual Report 2013

? Razan Daker  Saudi women studving law wish to practice it once they graduate  Arab News august 29 2007
www arabnews com7Page- | &section-Oarticle. 100554&d-29&m-8&y-2007 Accessed on August 21 2013

* new law will end male domunance n Saudi courts  ArabNews com.

<hup ‘ardbnews com saudarabiasarucle20117 ece, ccessed on May 30 2013

* Female T awvers Seck Justice  Saudi Gazewe hitp  www saudigazetie com sa/inde cfm *method-
home regcond content1D-20110723 105845 Accessed on July 5 2014

® New law will end male dormunance 1n Saudi courts  ArabNews com

hup arabnews com saudiarabiaarnicle20117 ece, dccessed on Apnl 14 2014

¢ Dina Al-Shibeb Saudi women aim 1e pracuee law radinonally a male doman Al Arabirva Bews 23 Apnl 2011
<http  www aldrabiva nevarncles2011/04/23/1 46400 hunl>

? Human Development Report 2006 New York Palgrave Macmillan 2oo6

' Rard Qust & All Al-Zahrant  Obstacles before women s employment discussed  Arab News www arabnews cum
Page- L& scction-Oarticle-77368&d-68m-2&y-2006 Jan [1 2013

' Roger Hardy  Unemplovment the new Saudi challenge  BBC News

hilp ‘mews bbe co uk 2 hu'business/ 5406328 stm
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~! United Nation’s

Bank's dawa. "women’s economic activity rate 1s low at 19 percent
report says “an estimated 70 percent of working women are emigrant female worhers "
Women i the workforce are concentrated mainly in the education sector 7 The country
report to the working group on the “Universal Periodic Review (UPR)™ contends that
Saudi working women amount to 50 per cent of the number of male workers * NGO
figures are much lower ® Low contribution of women 1n the labor force 1s credited to the
disparity of education and work opportunities and restrictions stemmung from the set up
of male guardianship The case of Lulwa Abd al-Rahman, a vicum of male guardianship
was reported by “Financial Times” as “her father rejected her suitors, then withdrawn his
permission for her to work 1n a bank, locked her 1n home and beat her When she
appealed 1n court to remove the guardianship over her, the judge ordered her to return to
her father's home ™ Islamic law grants women the right to own and manage their
property and other assets, including real estate, the mahr, inheritance, investments, and
carned mcome In practice, women's ability to manage their own assets and to carn an
Income are restricted by a combination of soctal customs and religious values that have
been incorporated nto the kingdom’s commercial regulations, codes of public conduct
and the minds of the bureaucrats who admumster them Gender segregation in the
workplace, government ministries and offices, retail establishments, hotels, restaurants
recreational facilines, and banks greatly affects women’s abilily to manage and make use
of their own assets Until 2005 a woman could not legally obtain a commercial license for
a busimess without proving first that she had hired a male manager. and she needed

permission from her guardian to go nto busmess or take out a bank loan 7

' 4% orld bank central dalabase {September 2008)

* United Nations  Arabta Millennium Development Goals report on the Kingdom of Saudi Aratia Rivadh
2002

? Kingdom ot Saud1 Arabia and UNDP Millenrum Derclopment Goals 2005

* National UPR report A/HRC/AWG 6/4/SAU/], Para 46

> Women for Reform  Shadow rcport on CEDAW 2007

® Abeer Allam  Saudi Women Face Uphill Battle in Abuse Cases”, Financial Times, August 24 2049

hitp www ft com/ems/s/0/d43¢296¢-90d1- | | de-be99-00 L 44 feabded huml"caud=204.81D Accessed April § 2012

” Resolution no 120 says that poverament bodies which 1ssue hcenses 10 pracuce cconoOmic ACLVIES TCLCIVE

applications from women for  such licenses  which  are  granted  and  issued  accordingly,
htip +daccessdds un orpdoc UNDOC/GEN/NOT/29667 PDF 'N0729667 pdi?OpenElement
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A small number of Saudi women hold executive positions 1n private sector firms,
businesses and nternational organizattons ' The specific nature of the Saudi society let
the work of women to be concentrated in the fields of education. health and some fields
of social care * In fact, 93% of the females who graduated from universities in the last
decade had degrees in education and teaching or human sciences * In contrast, ficlds such
as science and technology, engineering and agriculture are predominantly male ficlds
This bias in specialization. as demonstrated by the high concentration of women n
education and men 1n science and engineering i1s not only 1n Saudi Arabia, it ts also found
in other Arab and Muslim countries but not as high as in Saudi Arabia It could be
attributed to cultural restrictions, based on the expected role of women in society In
many Arab and Muslim countries, teaching 1s perceived as a female job and. i fact, a

social extension of a woman's role as a mother and a wife *

Saudi Arabia has the lowest female employment rate than that of any country The three
necessary conditions of need, ability, and opportunity are not met Although there was a
need for workers, large numbers of forergn workers were financed even though this was
recognized as a social and national problem * Saudization, a polcy intended to enhance
the employment of nationals, 1s supposed to be addressing this problem, but other
policies and practices that shape women’s lives are also obstructing Saudization
‘Saudization ” of certain jobs for women also has been legislated and attempted with
mived success, as 1n the case of requiring female salespersons for lingerie and training
Saudi women as housemaids In these cases, the jobs already exist The challenge Lies in
finding Saudi women who are trained and willing to do them, as well as n creating a
social and cultural environment that accepts women working n these jobs Given the
presence of more than | 5 million foreign female domestic servants in Saudi Arabia,

some believe that Saudization of the domestic servant industry 1s critical to reducing

' United Nattons  Arabia Millennium Development Goals reporl on the kingdom of Saudt Arabu Rivadh
2no2

- Dr Abdul Rahman bin Abdullah al-shakawy ‘Development of government statutes and admumistration i Saudi
Arabia  second edion, 2612 p 260

' Al Munajjed 1997 2006

“Ibid

* Sherifa  Zuhur  Middle East n focus Saudi Arabia  Library of Congress Calaloging-in-Publication Nata
chook www abe—cho com
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foreign remittances, dependence on foreign labor, and resolving the high rates of
unemployment among Saudi women Nonetheless, there 1s a very strong likelihood that
women's status 1 the country 15 gong to change due to the frequent variations n
demographic and economtc necessities within the Kingdom ' However, major challenges
rema including overcoming social stigmas against blue collar work, maintaiming gender
segregation and resolving transportation 1ssues, such as by providing private company
transportation or developing a national public transportation system At present, working
women remain dependent on either male family members or a hired driver to get them to
work and back In addition, like their Western counterparts. Saudi women struggle with
the balance between childcare, caring for elderly parents and in laws, and other family
and home responsibilitics versus job requurcmcnts2 It 15 true that nurturing the new
generation 1S the highest duty of Muslun women, 1t 1s also true that there are numerous
fields of public life where women can be allowed to participate within the scope of the
Shan ah, thus honoring them and acknowledging their role in building society ? Haifa Al-
Kaylani® stated “when women prosper, families and communities prosper Educational
attainment 1s the kev to empowerment, and women can be the engines of change and
development She said we live in a world without borders, and the Arab world s at the
hean of the globalized economy Arabs are expected to work hard and strive to negotiate
with partners across borders to establish their role in the global village For women to
take part 1n this transformation, they need to master business and nformation technology
to speak to the world "3 They are also m need of the partictpation 1n political system of

the country to cope with the modern political challenges as faced by them

2.1.4. Right to vote

Saudi Arabia 1s one of the three countries where the political participation of women 1s

zero ® In February 2005 country’s first clections, women were not allowed to vote or run

' Abu Nast N Juhnda, khounn and H Azzam Berlin  Wamen Emplos meni and Deselopment in the Arab World
Mouton Publishers 2012
! ' The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 1979-2009 Evolution of a Pnotal State  Middle East Insutute Viewpoints
www mel edu Accessed on July 7 2013
Penuons for Reform 1n Saudi Arabia”® Human Raghts Waich May 1992 p 60
* tounder and chaurperson of the UK based Arab International Y omen's forum
*Fatany 2007 P 75-76
% Hausmann, supra nole 6 at 16 Table 5 Rankings by subindex 2012

65



The continuurn of women’s rights in kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the context of reports and news

for it as a candidate ' The admimistration begins listing the candidates and voters records
for the preparation of this first election in kingdom's history but 1t was not for women Lt
Gen Al al-Qahtani®, confirmed the participation of prisoners 1 election and Secretary of
Rivadh city prince Abdul Aziz Bin Muhammad al-Mugarran said that “women are not
allowed 1o vote or nominate themselves for the elections but their participation 1n the next
elections in four years will be discussed ™ > Man factors behind the exclusion of women
from elections (a) that too many women were unavaiability of identity cards because of
the farlure to fulfill photograph requirement and the lack of arrangements for female and

the other reason was the protest of conservatives against their participation 3

Prince Navef® expressed that “the country had no need of women MPs or elections e
Likewise, during the elections that were held in 2005, as women were informed on short
notice. thus the decisions were postponed. ¢lections that were supposed to be held n
2009 were not organized by the officials * Even though municipal elections were
scheduled to be held in 2009, Administration agan faled to facilitate women for
elections after getting six years to get ready and authonities announced that elections
would be postponed for an additional two years ¥ On September 29, 2011, the state held
elections on the basis of nonparty and 285 seats were for municipal councils but women
were not allowed to join it ® The plan to include women n country’s pohtical life results
into failure of implementing 1t in this modern era All steps to change the situation of

women in the state faced strong resistance from strong religious estabhishment ' Mainly

' arab Reform Bulleun 2 October 2004

The Director of Prisons in Riyadh area

Arabnews com November 23 2004

Zuhur Middle East in Focus Saudi Arabia, p 69

teror mumsier of Saudi Arabia and half-brother of Ksng Abduliah afierwards he bucame second depuls prime
muntster boosting his chances for the succession

*Mark Iran Female Saudi Arabian minuster's [V stance confounds nghts advocates

hitp *www thepuardian com world/2009/un/08/saudi-arabia-female-mimister-television Ascessed on June 6 2013

1
4
<

"Nesnine Malih - Saudi Arabias slow progress on women's nights
hitp * www theguardran comvcommennssfree/201 11epr25 saudi-arabia-women-nghts Accessed an S¢pt 20 2013

" Abdul-Ramad Shaheen  Saudi Analysts Hail Postponement of Elecuions  Gull News

http “gultnews conunewsgulfsaudi-arabia/saudi-analysts-hail-posipone Accessed on beb 13 2013

' Couniry reports on human nghts practices for 2011 Umited Siates Burcau of democracy hurman rights and lahor
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hup ‘studies aljazcera net Accessed on March 3 2013
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the objections came from traditional ulema. the religious scholars ! The Arabs of Middle
East are focusing on political improvement so in response they are facing strong cnticism
both intemally and externally One of these countries becoming point focus of attention 1s
Saudi Arabia particularly with respect to women's political rights Atter being fail to
give political rights to women n 2011, the King announced that women would be

permitted to participate in the upcoming elections of 2015

People of other countries commented that 1t 1s unbelievable that there exist some nanons

still depriving women from their basic right :

A review based on the news of BBC is provided here descnibing that when the Consultative
Council confirmed the election 1n the month of October 2003, no criteria was stated for
the participants so some women stood up to participate as candidates * In response to a
question about woman’s participation tn clections prince Nayef bin Sultan said on
October 11, 2004 “I don’t thunk that women’s participation 1s possible " The reasons
excluding women from the said election were lack of staff and facilities to maintain
women only polling stations, registration centers and unavailability of identity cards for
women * By mentioning the reason based on logics as opposed religious reasons against
women's involvement, he has given the freedom to women to take part in future
elections ° Ministry of justice seems as in favour of women’s right to vote It 1s reported

that a spokesperson said

“There 1s no reason to stop them from participating in the elections Trends coming from
the West which are beneficial and do not contradict our laws and religion should not be
banned ™
Saudi1 Arabia had taken steps for betterment of the system but regardless of being allowed
to Join clections, the country’s strict gender segregation rules and dommant traditions

slopped women go forward but hopping good for future elections to be held 1n 2015

' Nawat Obawd * Clencal Hurdles (o Saudi Reform’, Washington Post, March 9, 2004

*Cindy G Buvs and Stepharue Macuiba, “1s reform a reality for women in Saud Arabia”

hip tranwny 1sha org/committes/women/newsleter/2012/06 Accessed on Aprnil 2, 2013

¥ wiww bbe com news/blogs-news-from-clswhere-34507113 Accessed on Aprl 5 2014

* hilp ADews bbe co ub/2Z/hymuddle_easi/3734420 stn, Accessed on May 26, 2014

* Women Shut Out of Upcomung Saudi Vote  Associaled Press  Accessed on October 12 2014
“Ohaz Necember 4, 2004
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2.2. To what extent are these reports based on facts?

Arab civilization has its ongin that go back to time when the birth of a female
child was not acceptable incident Since then with a very hmited period of 30 years1e
the Caliphates period, Arab society returned back to thesr old tribal customs and now the
people particularly woman 1s somehow deprived of their everlasting rights Consent to

marriage, property, inheritance, nght to run business and traveling from one place to

other, were the issuecs scttled by our Holy Prophet iy 1431 years before but the

mentioned 1ssues were reborn in most recent 200 years

Meeting held in 1974 by “The Iraqu Ba'th party™' declared that “the bachwardness of
Arab women in social, economic and cultural fields 1s now one of the most serious
obstructions 1n the path of the modern Arab renatssance™ % Saudi Arabia arrived m the
1980s with a more complex society, ready to benefit from the products of development at
all social and economic levels with the determination to safeguard the nation’s religious
and social customs® This stability between the two has not been casy to keep up,
parucularly with regard o women’s participation As soclal change 1s vital for the
renaissance of society, so the “freedom of women™ became the purpose as well as the
focus of this change The freedom of women 1s examined n the context of the liberation
of the entire society The advanced hiberated society 1s incomplete or imperfect if 1t does

not deal with the subject of woman’s liberation *

That 1s the reason when discussing Saudi Arabia, international reports and investigation
and critics usually raises the subject of Saudr women being deprived of their rights they
are subjugated and they need help to keep them safe In fact, these reports and studics are

composed as per the western view of human rights that they believe arc suitable for all

' Iheb Al-Ba ath Al-"Arabi Al-Ishuriki , Al-Ba'ath or Ba'ath meaming "renatssance” or "resurection” which 1s an
wdeology mivng Arsb pabionalist, pan-Arabism, Arab sociahist and anti-umpenalist interests  Baathism calls  tor
unification of the Arab world 1nto = single smte s motio "Umtv Liberty Socialism™ refers to Arab umty, and
freedom from non Arab conwrol and :nterference

* Amal Sharqi  1hc progress of women o Iraq', 2012 p 35

} Tluverte Summer Scott  Political Adaptation tn Saudh Arabia A Swdv of the Counail of Ministry * West view Press
Boulder CO 1985 p9

* Al-Raszaz  Musharahat Al- Mar'a® p 8
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nations Unfortunately, that is not right Religious, Social. traditional, and cultural values
play a role n deciding the rights and responsibilities of individuals Those who prepare
reports about rights deprivauon in Saudi Arabia do not hnow the Saudi society and
customs The initiators of these biased reports nussed the pont that every society has its
unigque system. as such Saudi citizens can’t adapt the western values to fit their society
These people should also understand that Islam gives due respect to women and secures
their rights and self-respect as human bengs It 1s recognized that there might be
misconducts and they are the direct result of erroneous application of rules by some
ignorant officials Public have issues that should be concentrated and settled But fair
assessment of 1ssues 15 needed without exaggerating or putting down it In other words
people should examine the entire circumstances to see the real picture and not only a few
so called problems Interests of the entire socicty should be considered when dealt with
any problem and not the interest of one party contrary to others Saudi woman being a
dynamic and positive element of the society has proven herself on various grounds
including admimistration, education. family and workplace or in other activities but the
negative interpretation of women by media as backward. submissive. incompetent,
ignorant and traditionalist, influences therr image a lot The good thing 1s that the
admunmistration has proved the given blames incorrect and 1s securing the wtegrity of
women

Grand Mufti1 Sheikh Abdul Aziz Al-Asheikh confirmed the protection of women under

law by stating

‘Anvone who claims that women are not granted their rights 1s unaware of the reality on
the ground Women in our country are given access to all opportunities ! Giving
attention to women rights 1s something to be thankful for, however there 1s also a threat
of misinterpretation or exaggeration as the example of the west's propagation of women
1ssues 1n Saudr Arabita So, what does the West get right about women’s condition 1n
Saudi Arabia and what does 1t get wrong”? To know about the facls. as well as the

misconceptions 1t 1s needed to have a brief look over the application of women’s rights in

" lgnoran! crinies of KSA laws slammed  Jeddah Arab News 20 March 2015
hup /aww arabnews com/featured/news/720761 Accessed on Jan |2 2014
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the country So a survey was conducted in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia to cvaluate the

authenticity of these reports and news
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Survey, Results and Discussion

In this chapter, I will present the data collected through a survey and s analysis The
arcas covered n this study are women and male guardianship women and the
employment. carly marrages and women, and the right to vote The following tables and
pie charts shed some lLight on the reahty and nature of women 1ssues in Saudi Arabia and
the analysis of the reports and news on the basis of survey Survey was conducted to
assess the following mamn areas Are Saudi Women satisfied with the application of rights
given by Islam? Why the position of women 1n Saudi Arabian society 1s a complex and
frequently misunderstood 1ssue? Does the Saudi Woman need any external support to
save her” What are the causes and reality of the breach of Saudi women's rights

examined 1n the reports and news?

A total of 91 respondents were interviewed during data collection from different cities of
Saud1 Arabia mainly from Riyadh All those who gave written consent were

administered questionnaire  Analysis of the data gave following results

3.1. SECTION I: Demographic Information of Participants

9| participants were included n this study, out of which 65 % were from Riyadh and the
rest were from other cities ke Holy Makkah, Madina, Damam Tabuk and Jaddah
working in Riyadh People of different age groups participated in the survey and majority
of them were highly educated Most of them were from public sector The mature, well
educated and well experienced respondents made the survey strong by their views and

valuable suggestions

3.1.1. Gender of patients

The study sample included male and female participants, out of which 65 were

females and 26 were males The detail 1s discussed below 1n table
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Table | Gender of participants

Gender Frequency Percent
i
" Male 26 29
i

Femnale 65 71

| otal 91 100 U

3.1.2. Age of Participants

People of different age groups participated n this survey All the respondents were
mature and well educated Detail 1s discussed below in table

Table 2 Age of participants

Age |Frequency Percent
less than 20 vears 3 3
20-30 vears 32 35
3140 vears 30 33
41-50 vears 17 19
51-6Q years 48 9
61-1) years 1 1

Tolal 41 100

3.1.3. Marital status

55% Participants were married, 34% unmarried and 11% were

separated/divorced/widowed The detail ts given below 1n the figure
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Figparet] S0l Chnteag i participants

|
Marital Statns of Participants |
|

Emmamed @&unmamed & divorced/seperated

3.1.4. Participants’ profession

54 0% are employed, 25.0% are students, and the profession of other participants is
described below.

E ) .
8 o
® 4 '

e pet] mee—
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3.1.5. Work Experience

Half of the respondents were students and house wives having no experience.
Experience of the participants is described in the table below.

Table 3 - Experience of participants

Work Expenence Iqul.ux:y Percent
NO EXPEnence 45 50
less than 10 years 7 pY
11-20 years 18 20
21-30 years 4 4
more than 30 yaars [2 2
Total P! 100

3.1.6. Department of Participants:

49% participants were from education department, 11% from medical department,
19% were having their own business, and the rest were from other departments
Figure 3: Department of Participants

Department of Respondants

mEducaton wmBusiness ® Medical = Other !

D
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3.1.7. Mode of Department:

Out of 91 participants 73% were from Government sector and 27% were from
Private sector.
Agure 4. Mode of Department

| . _ -

| Mode of Department

H Public | Private !

3.2. SECTION II: Awareness of Women’ Rights

3.2.1. Participants’ awareness about women’s rights

According to the results participants have notable awareness about the nghts of
women. The detailed results are shown below in the table.

3.2.2. Level of awareness of participants about Women’s Rights

As the participants were aware of women’s rights with different level of
awareness so out of 91 only 4% participants are not aware about women’s
rights,18% were aware to some extent and all other were having good awareness
which are discussed below. The table describes the level of awareness of
participants who know about women’s nights. Each question 15 discussed below
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3.2.3. Awareness of women' rights

Response to the question number one 1s hundred percent, as described m the table

below

There are two different perspectives with respect to mankind According to one,

all human are the same, therefore a sound social system 1s one that 1s based on the

principle of absolute "equality” According to the other, all men or women are

different n their intellectual, physical and emotional qualities, they are different

tn the opportunities hife gives them and they are different in their natural strengths

and weakncsses, so because they are different, a good society 1s not the one based

on the principle of equality, but the one based on the principle of "justice”

Table 4 Foundation of a good society

Question lNrequency Percent
Dufferent |91 L1000
Total 91 1500

Table 5 Participants™ awareness of women's rights

No | Question Options lrequency Percent |
1 Social system of your country 1s based on Equality 1 1
Justice 89 97 8
Notaand b ] 11
2 Is the continuum of women's rights in kingdom | Yes 0 0
of Saudi Arabia a reality? No 78 857
Sometimes 13 143
3 Is the vrolation of Saudi women s rights in the | Yes 3 33
context of some international reports and news
based on reality? No 59 64 8
To some | 29 319
extent
4 | Does the religious requirement to separate the | Yes 10 11
genders lead to any discrimination n society? No 74 813
Sometimes 7 77
5 Does a woman need male guardian to protect | Yes 67 736
her? No 6 66
Sometimes 18 198
6 Have vou seen any case of early marnages in | Yes 47 516
your region? No 44 48 4
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7 | What 1s your point of view on early marriages? | Acceptable 42 46 2
Unacceptable | 49 538
3.2.4. Satisfaction of Women Regarding their Rights
Table 6 Satisfaction of women regarding their nghts
Question Options Frequency | Percent
1 Is male guardianship system a barrier | Yes 4 62
to your rights? No 61 938
2 | How do you feel being in this system | Blessed 62 954
of guardianship? Oppressed 3 16
3 | Are you an employee? Yes 29 44 6
No 36 554
4 | (If ves} Why do you work” To make use of |3 103
your degree
Economic 11 379
independence
To help society 3 103
To fill your time | 1 34
To help the |11 379
family
5 | Do you face any gender based 3 103
discrimination from the employer” 26 897
3.2.5. Satisfaction of Participants
Table 7 Satisfaction of participants regarding women’s rights
No | Question Options Frequency | Percent
| Is government providing you the | Yes 77 846
security of your rights? No 0 0
To some eatent 14 154
2 | Arc you aware of the Islamic | Yes 55 60 4
perspective of these five nights 1¢ | No 1 11
Malc guardianship, Employment, | To some extent 35 385
Driving, Early mamages®
3 Are  you satsfied with the | Yes 86 945
application of these five nghts which | No 5 55
Islam has provided”
3 Does Islam clevate the status of [ Yes 91 100
women” No 0 0
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5 |Arc Saudi women the oppressed | Oppressed 0 0
one? Not oppressed 70 769
Sometimes 21 23.1
6 Are women clevated in an Islamic | Yes 72 79.1
culture and oppressed in the western | No 19 209
culture?
7 Saudi woman is a role model for | Yes 75 824
other women Neo 16 176

3.3. SECTION III: Reasons behind the issue of women in
Saudi Arabia

3.3.1. Source of support is case of ill treatment

Response to the question “which would be the source of support to Saudi women
in case of ill reatment” is shown in the following figure

Fgure 5: Seurce of suppart in cse of i treatment

Source of support in case of ill treatment

B Source of support in case of ill treatment

- &
Government  Awarenessof Women rights Relgious
policy women' nghts  organizabons Scholars

3.3.2. Reasons behind the issue of women in Saudi Arabia

Respondents’ views of the reasons behind women issue 1n Saudi Armbia are as

shown in the figure below.
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Fgure §: Rassans behinad the sues of women in Ssud Arabia

u Reasons behingd the misunderstanding of women ssue in Saudi Arabla

Customs and tradihons of the socety

Misirterpretation of religion

Existence of foreegners and their culture I

Lake of good administration

|
|

Propaganda of western media

3.3.3. Recommendations by Participants

Recommendation for awareness and practice of women’s rights by the
respondents were mainly improvement in administration and education through
study course. These are:

(a) Issues should be handled by implementation of Islamic law in accordance with
authentic interpretation of the Qur’an and the Sunnah to help women not being
misled by false interpretations of religion.

(b) More effective steps should be taken to prepare new generation by the proper
teachings of religion. By creating a culture of proper understanding of the
women's rights as stated by the religion and comparing it to other religions,
society can avoid the problems.

{c) Community awareness of women’s rights through educational and awareness
campaigns in all forms and for all classes and segments of society can help to
tackle the issues

(d) There exists a need to intensify women's rights with the help of strong mechanism
of implementation and enforcement of islamic laws for women.

(c¢) Regulations are required to be re-drafied in accordance with the correct concepts
as set out in the Holy Quran and Sunnah

(f) Saudi women should be aware of Western propaganda to achieve the interests of

their agenda.
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(g) Efficient government policies revolving around women'’s position in accordance

with the need of modern era are required to be introduced

3.4. Discussion:

Trrespective of the declaration of human rights for all, the cognizance 1s sull lacking 1n
this regard the objectives cannot be met keeping into consideration the variety of socio
economic. cultural, theological and political scenarios around the globe But the west 1s
demanding for full realization of the declarations while 1ignoring the above mentioned
differences Nowadays West 1s criticizing human rights in Saudi Arabia in general and
women's rights 1 particular by ignoring the religion, custom and culture of the society
Reports and news are full of Western criticism on women’s rights 1n Saudi Arabia A
survey was conducted in Riyadh, Saud: Arabia to probe into the reality of the issues

Findings are discussed below

91 participants were ncluded 1n this study out of which 65 were females and 26 were
males with different age groups, they all were mature and well educated Majonity of the
participants were employed, some of them were students, and the rest were house wives
73% participants were from public sector and 27% were from private sector 49% were
from cducatton department, 19 % were doing private business, 11% were from medical
department and 21% were from other departments while rest of them were students and

house wives

According to the results, participants have remarkable awareness about the nights of
women in [slam with different level of awareness, out of 91, only 4% respondents were
not aware, 18% were aware to some extent and the rest were having a good sense of
awareness of women’s nights granted by Islam 100% respondents were of the view that
men and women are diverse i theur itellectual, emotional and physical qualities and the
Itfe gives them different opportumities So since they are distietive, a good society 1s that

which stands on the standards of justice and the system of Sauds state 1s based on justice
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Survey shows that the violation of women’s rights in the context of national and
international reports and news s somehow based on reality but most of them are just
propaganda Results show that 94% women 1n Saudi Arabia feel blessed 1n the system of
male guardianship and they view themselves as role models for other women n the
world 83% respondents were satisfied with the government providing the security of the
rights Another issue which 1s indirectly related to male guardianship 1s the practice of the
marniage of minor girls since the results show that half of the society viewed 1t as
acceptable and other half viewed as unacceplable When the 1ssues comes of women
employment 40 % of them do work for the help of their family and other do work for
cconomic independence and to fill their time however they face a little discnimination
from the employer but it was according to only 10% participants When ashed about the
awareness of the Islamic perspective of the male guardianship, women employment, vote,
and early mamages, 60% participants were having a good awareness, 39% were aware 1o
some extent and onfy 1% was not aware When asked about the applicaton of these
rights in Saud: Arabia 94% respondents show satisfaction and they are of view that Islam
elevated the status of women 100% women participants rejecled the Western label on
them as the oppressed ones, in need of help and they viewed the Western women as the

oppressed ones

According (o the 44% participants, the reason behind the 1ssues of women in the country
1s propaganda of western media, 30% claimed that the reason 1s lack of good
admimistration, 15% see the musinterpretation of religion the reason and the rest sce 1t
because of customs of society and the existence of foreigners and thewr culture The
public trust their government and where there 15 situation of 1ll treatment, they prefer the
involvement of their government for redress instead of any external support as 63%
respondents were in the fovour of government policy for the source of support in any
hind of 1ll treatment. 17% said the 1ssue could be resolved by propagating the awareness
of women's rights through various means, |1° viewed the role of religious scholars as
an effective source of support and the opinion of the rest centered on the role of women s

rights organization
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The reforms do not mean that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has moved away from us
Islamic traditions and it 1s not a modest move towards Western style democracy but the
state after achieving the targeted physical infrastructure of a current industrial society is
atternpting to develop its human assets As a result a few problems took place inside the
social system and there have been considered @ need of solution to these 1ssues Shant ah
1s capable of providing solution for those soctetal issues along with Mushms as

mentioned 1n Al-Qur’an

If ve differ in amything among yourselves refer it to Allah and His Apostle !

A superior judge in England, Lord Phullips has declared that Shari’ah, 1f implemented
practically can resolve many of the problems ewisting along with Mushms He said that
there 1s “widespread misunderstanding as to the nature of Shari’ah law and that Islamic
legal principles could be employed to deal with farmily and manital arguments and to
regulate finance © The mentioned jurtst also declared that the rules and regulations

established 1n this regard must follow Islamic, other than the Western law -

As for as the concern of women'’s problems in Saudi Arabia, Shari’ah 1s the main source
for the redress so this chapter gives a brief note on the approach of women in the case of
not fulfillment of their night, and women’s right to raise for the rights The chapter also
describes the views and verdicts of scholars on the issues of male guardianship
employment. early marriages, and right to vote A discussion of these rights has been
substantiated by the Holy Quran. the Prophetic traditions and by the interpretations of

Mushim jurists

4.1. Is it permissible in Islam for women to fight for their
rights?

In 1948, Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) declared the nghts which are

stll not realized by everyone Internationally recognized rights for human beings cannot

" Al-Qur an 4 59
“Sleve Doughts  Shan ah [ aw should be used n Bman  hop www dadymail co nk'news arucle-1031611 Shana-
law-SHOUTL D-used -Britan-says-UK sjudge himl#inzz0i8C INWO1 Accessed on April 3 2018
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be unamimously accepted by the entire regions around the world keeping m view the
financial political, social, cultural and religious distinctions amongst the states Same 15

the case with the rights of women. 1t is undoubtedly accepted that the rights awarded to

women n the Holy Qur'an and by the prophet Muhammad 23 were an infinite

improvement m contrast with the scenario of women in Arabia prior to the arrival of
Islam Muslim women have no reasonable need to dissent and exhibit for equivalent
nghts to men Islam percerves and cultivates the common contrast between men and
women despite therr panty sothey have no need to experience thewr ltves in a
meaningless way to get hold of possessions and wealth Colummist Sabna Jawhar builds
tmpression of Islam as patriarchal as circulated by Western stereotypical representations

tn this regard, the said writer states

If all women were given the rights the Qur’'an guarantees us and not to be supplanted
by iribal customs then the issue of whether Saudr women have equal rights would he

reduced !

With the excellence of Islam as the instinctive and only factual religion came with the
noticeable accuracy that women and men are partners and custodian of each other

According to the divine dictates of the Holy Quran

“So thewr Lord accepted from them, never will I allow to be lost the work of any of you,
be they male or femule You are of one another, so those who emigiated or were driven
out from then homes, who suffered harm in My cause, and fought and were killed I will
veriy expiate from them their evil deeds and admit them mto gardens under which rivers

flow areward from God, and with God is the best rewards ™
And

‘ And whoever does righteous good deeds, male or female, and is a true heliever m the
Oneness of Allah such will enter paradise, and nor the least imjustice, even to the size of

a speck on the back of a date stone will be done to them ™’

" hiitp fwww enates comflopicrwomen s_nghts m_saudi_Arabia¥cile_note-jawhar-| |
* al-Quran 3 195
' Al-Quran 4 124
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It describes that men and women are the same before the Almighty Allah and there 1s no
inequality 1 their reward on the basis of gender They are equal partners and supporters

of each other as mentioned n Hadith

“Your lrves and property are inviolable to one another ™

An in-depth analysis of the seerah of prophet and the history unveils that women n the

trne period of the Prophet AL7%. while following an elegant manner of expression used to

ash about their nghts There are various records to this impact The following are the

examples

Ibn Abbas {may Aliah be please with him} quoted that “a young virgin woman once

came to the Prophet i%%% and mentioned to hun that her father had married her off to a

man against her will, and the Prophet iyt gave her the choice to stay with him or to

leave him ™

Other example 15

The wife of Thabit 1bn Qays approaches to the Prophet iy and said, ‘Messenger of

Allah, T do not reproach Thabit 1bn Qays m respect of character or religious dedication
but | do net want to neglect my duties towards him after becoming a Muslim * Allah’s
Messenger asked her 1f she would give bach to Thabit his garden, the downy he had given
her When she replied that she would, he told him to take back his garden and to accept

the dissolution of marrnage ™
*A’1shah, the Prophet's wife, (might Allah be pleased with her) described
Wife of Abu Sufyan Hind bint ‘Utbah. came to the Messenger of Allah il and said,

Allah’s Messenger, Abu Sufyan 1s a tight fisted man who does not spend enough on me

or my children except for what [ take from his wealth without his knowledge Is there any

' Sunan [bn Majah, Boak of Trials and Trbulations Hadith no 3944 and Book ol Plgnimage Hadith no 3055

* Sunan Abu Dawud Book of Marciage, Hadith no 2096

' Probably she meant she did not Iike um enough as a marnage partner and so was afraid she pught not give um the
respect and love due 1o a husband

* Al-Bukhan Book of Dinorce Hadithno 4867
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sin on me for doing so?” The Prophet 5. replied. “Take only what 1s sufficient for you

and your children on a reasonable basis ™

Seeing as Islam has given the right to woman a woman to have children and 1f she comes
to know that her spouse 1s sterile and 1t 1s not possible for him to have offspring, she has

every right 1o look for separation

One example during the caliphate of ‘Umar tbn Al-Khattab (May Allah be pleased with
him), describes that a sterile man marmed a woman and when he met the caliph he told
him that he 1s sterile The caliph then inquired as to whether he had told his wife the
matter and he answered 1n the negative Caliph ordered him ‘Go and tell her about 1t and

give her the option of staying with you or seeking a divorce ™

Another 1incident occurred in the period of Umar ibn Al-Khattab (May Allah be pleased
with him) while delivering a Friday sermon, he proposed limiting the acceptable dowr
(mahr) that could be offered to wives in marriage and a woman stood up to interrupt him
She challenges his proposition by citing a verse 1n the Qur’an that makes 1t acceptable to
offer wives a “heap of gold™ as mahr Umar 1bn Al Khattab responded to this by saying
*the woman 1s right and the Umr 1s wrong™ Despite his strong personality, a woman was

able to challenge and prevail against the caliph’s proposition *

History 15 full of the examples like this but the research has focused on specific examples
of women who used to ask about their rights while following a proper conduct, achieving
therebv the desired objectives It was possible just because of undefeatable
admumistrauon If the administration violates the rights of women then what should be the
attitude of women toward asking for their nghts? Where Islam has granted full nights to
women I a normal circumstances, there, it also gives specific prnivileges to women n
case of 1ll treatment . it, however requires her to adhere to the proper manners while

asking for rights, not through ant1 Istamic means like strikes, protests, road bloching and

i[ncwlopdedla of Islamic Jurisprudence Vol 41 p 39

* Abd Ar-Razaq As-San am Musannaf ‘Abd Ar-Razzaq, 2nd edivon, Al-Maktab Al-Islami Bewur, 1982 ol & p
1&2

Y al-Qur an 420

* 1he Princeton encs clopedia of Islamic policcal thought, Princeton umversity press p 597
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violating Islamic values by media campaigns The guidance to deal with 1ssues 1s

achieved by the opinion of scholars

4.2. Islamic ruling on the issues of women

Among the Muslim tradiionahsts Sheihh Hasan Al Banna' who was the head of Muslim
Brotherhood in Egypt and Sheikh Muhammad Mutawallt Sha’rawi’, an Egyptian scholar,
maintain that Islam had elevated the role of women and made them partners with man in
terms of civil nghts and social duties Discussing the problem of equality between men
and women, Sha’raw states that if a woman performs the man’s job and keeps her basic
responsibilitics, then 1t means that they are putting a heavier burden on her The Mushm
reformists consider that the ‘backwardness’ of Arab women in Islamic countries 1s not
due to the teachings of Islam but rather because of musinterpretation of the Qur’anic
verses and the adoption of extra Islamic customs and traditions The Muslim reformist
Qassim Amn’s call for the liberation of Arab women did not imply a rejection of islam
but only reform of customs and social practices that had distorted the real image of Islam
In his book *Tahrir Al Maraa' he argued by stating that yes, “I come with an innovation
however it 1s not the essence of Islam rather 1t 1s of customs and methods of interaction in

AN

which wt1s good to seck perfection”

Renowned scholar Syed Qutb expressed the nature of equality between men vs women

as

As for the relation between both sexes, woman has been assured complete equality with
man There 1s no superiority except 1n some incidental matters which are associated with

natural aptitude, traiming, or responsibility, wherein the privileges of both sexes are not

' Sheikh Hassan Ahmed Abdel Rahman Muhammed al-Banna known as Hassan al-Binna was a school leacher and
tmam best known for founding (he Mushm Brotherhood, one of the largest and most influennial 20th century Mushm
rev v alist orgamzauons  Hassan al-Banna,™ The Biography com website hop »/www biography com people hassan-al-
banna-9198013 Accessed on February 12 2015

* Muhammad Mutawall Ash-Sha'raaw) was an Islamic scholar and former Egyptian munuster of Endowments He has
been called one of Egypt's most popular and successtul Islamsc preachers, and “one of the most-promunent symbols of
popular Emvplian cullure™ in the decades of 1970 80s and 905 Qsman, Tarck. Egypl on the Bnonk  Yale Unnersiy
Press 2010 p 77

* (assim Amin Tahnir Al Mar 2 Oxford University Press London 1970 p 31
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affected But whenever the natural aptitude. training, and the responsibilities are equal
the two sexes are equal wherever they differ 1n any of these respects the treatment will

differ respectively '

A few 1ssues come out with the social change which should be settled properly so that the
Mushims might be protected from deceive of Western perspectives Islam’s attiude 1s
positive, systematc and proactive It does not wait for evils to happen 1n this manner
trying to find out solutions. the Holy Qur'an 1s full of the commands of construcuive
things o do Methodology of Islam is precise as it talks about the change in the enure
society, not just i the individual Islam gives a framework for preserving a social
environment n a society that 1s helpful for permutting individuals to accomplish the

genuine objective of their creation which 1s the love and worship of Allah Almyghty

“Q ve men' Worship your Lord Who created vou and those who were before you, that

vou may guard agamst evil ?

The verse tells the real goal of human being so that he may become aware of 1t and go
straight for it To achieve the goal, he may suffer some problems there 1s a systematic
way to deal with the problems as per the teachings of Islam The main sources of this
organized way, Shuri 'ah, are the Holy Qur’an the Sunnah , yma’ and gryas

The Mushms junists must always consult the Holy Quran and Sunnah to scek guidance,
the practicing Muslims can also be followed An unavailability of knowledge on the part
of mentioned sources can give jurists a prerogative to use their own reasoning shills
ljuhad thus manifests a struggle to take a law as mentioned in the Divine dictates of the
Holy Quran and to implement it to an enisting new situation The resistance from
traditional Mushims to social change in Saudi Arabia 1s not against the rights of women
however, the thing 1s that they saw a threat 1o the key to public morality, the modesty of
women, which 1s vital to the survival of an Islamic order Views of some scholars guide

us to deal with the 1ssues of women’s rights so here are scholars’ views to some solutions

i‘-a\\ld Qutb Al-Adalal Al-ljyma nyah fil-lslam Caira Maktabah Misr 1954 p 53

S Al-Quran 2 22

' kbrahim Musa, Perspectises on Islamic Law Jusuce and Society Rowman & Litlefield Publishers Inc 1999 p
162-1863
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of the (ssue of male guardianship and the issues interlinked to it either directly or

indrrectly as early mamages, vote and emplovment

4.2.1. Male guardianship

Equality between women and men in everything 1s not affirmed either by Islamic law or
manmade laws as Allah Almighty has made them different from each other in terms of
physical structure, mentality and several other features Allah has made men stronger
than women and placed upon them the duty of maintaining women. for men are
supplementary able to bear hardships and heavy duties That s the reason Allah Almighty
has made men the mamntainers of women with a specific goal to protect and keep them

from whatever may spoil them or go against their honor

Allah Almighty has assigned to woman the task of being a tilth for man, therefore she 15
required to perform several tasks which are outside the responsibilities of man
Houschold tasks like taking care of her house and rassing children prevents her from

performing extra tasks

As the woman 1s an entity of aspiration for men, accordingly, she needs a man to guard
her and keep her from being harmed by others That 1s why, in spite of disagreement for
change to the guardianship structure, various Saudi women have begun a movement
against the demands to remove the guardianship system The ‘ My Guardian knows
what's best for me” campaign has achieved the signatures of over 5000 Saudi women and
asks for to ensurc the guardianship system 1s hept set up to puarantee observance
to Shari’ah law and family norms ' Environment of intermingling of women with men in
institutes, forces, laboratones and other different professions 1s not very acceptable Yet
1t relies on upon complying with the tents of Shari ah and on being protected. sticking to

endorsed Islamic costume regulations, as well as keeping away from Khulwah The

Prophet iy sad

! Kathening Zoepl, Talk of Women s Righls Divides Saudi Arabia” The New York Times May L0 2010
< hitp #www myumes comy2010/06/0 1 Awvorld/middlecast 01iht-sauds hunl’pagewanted=all>  Accessed on Apnl 12
2015

90



Isigmic prospects for redress

“Whenever o man stays alone with a woman, Satan will be their third compamon ™

And

“No man should be alone with @ woman unless there 1s a Mahram with her, and no

woman should travel except with @ Mahram ?

Addwionally Allah Almighty has made man the watchman of lady since He has made
one of them to exceed expectations the other 1n body, character, and intelligence and in

light of the fact that he 15 likewise required to spend on lady to bolster and look after her

Moreover, Allah Almighty has made man the guardian of woman while He has made
one of them to exceed expectations the other in physique, character, and perception and
because he 15 also required to spend on woman to support and maintain her As Allah

Almighty says

Men are the protectors and maintainers of women because Allah has given the one

more [strength] than the other and because they support them from thenr means ™

It means that Allah Almighty has given the responsibility to take good care of women to
men ‘In this Ayah, Allab Almighty declared man's guardianship over woman 1n general
without hmiting this to a certain time n her life for The Almighty 1s aware of all the
happenings to be However, the situations existing at the current time, the detestable
outcomes coming by ignoring the guardianship system and intermingling between
women and men, obviously demonstrate the benefits of the instructions of Shari’ah and
that it 1s our obligation to heep its decisions in all cases, at all times. all over. and to be
careful with abusing 1t
In reality, guardianship does not concern to all phases of life According to the
commentary by Sayyed Qutb tn hus book “In the Shade of the Qur 'an’ he mentioned that
Qur’an expresses that there are two components in Islamic culture, men are required to

tahe care of women It 1s a task of obligations on the premmise of natural capacities and

' Musnad Tmam Ahmad bin Hanbal, Tladith no 114

* Aljame a Al- Sahih Kitab Al- ehsaar wa jaza al-sayd, Hadith no 1763

T AL Qur an, 4 34

! Mufle Muhammad Taqt Usmam The mcanings of the NOBLE QUR AN Maktaba Ma arcful Quran Karachi Vol-|
p 158
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reasonable dissemunation of obligations Both the parties are given the obligations to
which he or she 1s most suited by nature,' accepting the men on the status of family
leadership or guardianship (Qrwamahh) does not direct to the demal of the women's
character and function in the famuly, in the home and 1n the public arena everywhere. nor
does 1t mean the denial or dismussal of her socral status * They play the role of being
leaders as well as guardians and maintainers of a family and do not violate the nights of
women '

To what extent a guardian has authority over women and in which case he has the
authority”? The famuly is a soctal organization, and Islam protects the family mstitution
since 1t 1s a pnimary factor of society To organize this basic unit, there must be certain
rules and regulations that need to be followed m all cases Men are obliged to fulfill all
the needs of women and if they exploit this authority, they will be accountable before
Allah Almighty So this 1s a fair justice that women are accountable for the home tasks
and men are responsible for outdoor earmings

Islam prohibits a woman from travelling alone without mehram, as indicated by the

Hadith of the Prophet 2yt said

A womuan who hopes for Allah and the hereafter must not travel for one dwy and one

night except with a mahram ™

An explicit reference n this regard makes some scholars hold the view that women nust
be refrained from travelling alone The cause behind refraining them 1s the fear that they
may not be harmed while travelling without any companion considering the dangers
faced by the travelers in ancrent times, some of the scholars argue that a woman can
travel if she has the company of pious men and women with her Logic 1s that Umar 1bn
Al-Khattab (RA) permutted the prophet's wives to travel to Makkah m the company of
pous men and women including Abdur-Rahman 1bn Awf and Uthman 1bn Affan (may
Allah be pleased with the both)

: “Our Didlogue " oth edition Arab News Jeddah Vol-l p 340

1 Adil Satahi & Asqur Shamus, In the Shade Of the Qur'an, The Islamic Foundanon 2001 vol 3 p 65
Afzul Al-Rahman Role of Muslim Woman in Society Seerah Foundanon London p 22

* Sahth Mushim, Book ol Pilgnmage, Hadith ne 1338

* Sahih Al-Bukhan Fladith no 1761
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The guardianship among married partners 1s 1ssues of controversy among the preachers ol
Islamic belief system. the scholars who stipulate the mentioned 1ssue for concluding a
marriage contract, seek evidences from the Holy Qura’n and the Hadith They mentioned
the verse from the Holy Qura'n

"Marry them, then, with thewr people's leave !
Imam Al-Qurtubr {RA) viewed the guardian as a basic element to wind up marriage
contract “'the holy Qur’an addresses only men 1n the context Had this not been the case
the female gender must have been addressed instead ™
They cited the following hadith as well,
“There 1s no marriage without [the permession of] the guardian '
The scholars like imam Abu Hamifa do not consider the permussion of guardian as
nccessary In marriage contracts or sale transactions * The people not stipulating such

guardianships also substantiate their evidences from the Holy Quran and the Hadith

They quote a verse from the Holy Qur’an

There 15 no hlame on you if thev dispose of themselves m u Just and reasonable
manner '

By this verse makes it clear that a lady has the privilege to finish up a marriage contracl
herself

According to them the mentioned verse supports the woman as having the right to
conclude marriage pact * In another Hadith

“A woman who has been previousiv married or a widow has more right to her person

than her guardian, and a virgin's consent must be obtaned Jrom her, her consemt bemng

her stlence

Al-Qur'an 4 29
© Muhammad 1bn Ahmad Al-Qurtubi Al-Jami T\ Ahkam Al-Qur an Ist edition Mu assasat Ar-Risalah Rivadh
2006 Vol 3 p 49

' Sunan Al-Tumidh Hadith ne 1101
* Ahmad thn  All 1bn Hajar Al- Asgalam  Fath Al-Ban Sharh Sahih Al-Bukhan  Tayhah publishers Rivadh 2005
Vol 9.p 187
* A)- Qur an 2 234
" Ibn Rushd Al-Qurtuby, Bidavat Al-Mujtahed W a Nihayat Al-Muqrasid 1s1 edition Dar Ibn Hazm Berrut 2003 Vol
lp9
" Sahih Mushm Book of Marmiage Hadith no 1419
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It clearly mamfests his right o wind up the marnage pact 1n accordance with her
approval It, at the same tume represents her prerogative to do so if she 1s married without

her consent '

The guardianship does not imply forcing a women to perform the deeds she does not aim
at doing. by constraining her 1n various ways , giving rise to a senies of difficulties meant
to harm her in myriads ways Muslim jurists support woman’s decision of choosing a hife
partner for her 1s preferred over a guardian’s decision ?

In Saudi society, women are emjoying a particular admirable Life that 1s apart from men

West portraits the Saud1 women that they are dominated by men but they always ignore
the blessings provided to women by Islamic law as people who are unfamiliar with
shari’ah often have the wrong picture If one desires safety and consistency in life and
would like to have a spouse who looks after, one would not find 1t eacept n Islam A
misunderstanding regarding the notton of male guardianship makes one of the reasons of
Western criticism Some men musunderstand the concept of guardianship, while the
guardianship does not entail domnation, cruelty, and njustice, 1t rather imphes a

relationship based on care and affection for the family members

Male guardianship 1s viewed as a right of women 1n Saudi society and women themselves
see male guardian as protection provider One of the members 1n a survey admimstered
by a ex- lecturer Ahmed Abdel-Raheem in 2013 to female students at Al-Lith College for
Grrls at Um al-Qura University, Makkah, shared his thoughts of being honored mn the
system of male guardianship expressing that “in the country of the two holy mosques
every woman Is like a queen and there 1s someone who cares about her and a woman
needs nothing as long as there 15 a man who loves her and meets her needs so let us be

reasonable and thank Allah Almighty so much for the welfare we live 1n ™

' Muhammad 1bn Abdul-Wahid Kamal-ud-Deen [bn Al-Tlumam Sharh Fath Al-Qadeer Ala Al-Hidavah Sharh
Bidavat Al-Mubiadi’, 1st edion, Dar Al-kutub Al- [Imiyyah, Beirut 2003, Vol 3 p 259

* Sham ad-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad 1bn Abdullah A2-Zarkashe Sharh Az-Zarkashi Ala Mukhtasar l-khiraq
Dar Al-bouwtub [ chanon 2002, p 330

*“Word to the west many Saudi women oppuse lifting the driving ban

htp / wwaw theguardian comy commentisfree/2013/nov/02/5audi-protest-driving-ban-not-popular  Accessed on
November 3 2015
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4.2.2. Early marriages

Ignorance of the rules of Shari’ah and (lliteracy are the main causes behind socio cultural
credos as established in Saudi Arabia The beliefs of the kind pertain to the marriage of
mmor females as well Trrespective of her being too minor to be married. 1t 18 a2 common
practice to marry a girl off to her cousin * As a matter of fact, families indubitably go for
marrying off the munor girls so as to settle therr disputes related to paying their debts, the
practice evinces 1ts cultural other than theological essence The legal authorities and the
concemed munistries however have 1ssued the directives whereby the girls under 16 must
sech the consent of judiciary n this regard One of the worth mentioming conditions n
this respect requires a medical report .consisting a matermity specialist and the other
experts related to the realm, the girl’s as well as her mother’s consents are grven
primarily significance * To support the directive, Shetkh Abdullah Al-Mani. a member of
the Council of Senior Scholars categorically stated that parents cannot arrange the
marrtage of their munor girls, he further mamtained that such deeds cannot be
substantiated by the laws of shari’ah keeping in view only the superficial knowledge

some of the scholars including Ibn Qudamah and Tbn Hajar Al-Asqalam though do not
regard 1t impermissible to marry the girls of the mentioned age groups ' The group who

supports wedding minor girls argues on the basis of the verse

"Such of vour women as have passed the age of monthly courses for them the prescribed
periwod, if ye have any doubis, is three months and for those who have no courses [it 11
the same] for those who carrv [life within thetr wombs], their period 15 until they deliver

thewr burdens and for those who fear Allah, He will make thewr path easy

Marriage of minor girls have been cniticized by many of the scholars, they quote the
following verse to argue i favour of their views

"Make trial of orphans until they reach the age of marriage '’

' A statement 1ssucd by the Mrnister of Intenor's Direcuve no 52181, 25 Apnl 2010 to set up a commiliee lrom the
Ministry of the Intertor the Ministry of Justice the Mimstny of Islamuc Affarrs and the Minisiry of Social Affairs 1o
discuss the 1:suc of marmage of minor girls

" Ibd

' The Nauonal Family Safets Programme” Annual Report 2011 hiip /'nisp org sa'unages annual_report_ 2011 pdl
*Al-Quran a5 4

4. Quran 46
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They maintain that marrages of the kind are deprived of the required affection required
to ensure a good relationship, the Qur'an states

‘And among His signs ts this that He created for you mates from among yourselves, that
vou may dwell in tranquility with them, and He has put love and mercy between vour
[hearts] verily mn that are signs for those who reflect

Shaikh Muhammad [bn Uthaymm.2 states while arguing against the marriages of the
kind *Such a marriage 15 illegal™, by giving the reference of the Hadith,

A virgin should not be married off until her consent 1s obtaned "’
Therefore a minor girl should not be married off until she becomes qualified enough to
give her consent *
A father 1s not the shightest bit allowed to oblige his little girl to marry a particular man
As the Qur'an states,
Parents are not allowed to oblige their daughter to marry a specific man As mentioned
the Holy Qur’an

Do not mherit women against thewr will "
A young girl once complained to the Holy Prophet (S A W) of being married against her
consent, the prophet (S A W) annulled her marriage, so as to mantain the dignity of her

consent * In another example a young lady complained to the Prophet that her father had

constrained her to wed a man, and the Holy Prophet 255 gave her the option of staying

married to him or looking for a separation * Consequently, that kind of marriage n Islam
reltes on upon the free choice and consent of both sides to a marriage

In April 2005, grand Mufu Shaikh Abd al-'Aziz Al al-Shaikh * stood in opposition to
forced marriages expressing, “‘Forcing a woman to marry someone she does not want and

preventing her from wedding that whom she chooses 1s not permissible in Islam ™

' al- Qur'an 30 21
* The late member of the Saudi Council of Semor Scholars
' Sahih Al-Bukhan kiab al-nikah, Hadith no 6567
* Muhammad 1bn Salih ibn Muhammad Al-Uthayoun Ash-Sharh Al-Mumtt “Ala 7ad Al-Mustagnt  Lst edition Dar
lbn Al-Jawzi Dammam, 2007 vol 15 p 57
*Al-Qur an 4 19
Fath Al-Bari Sharah Al Bubhan vol 9, p 194
7 As-Sunan Aby Dawud, Book of Marriage Hadith no 2091
* The head ol the Council of Sentor Religious Scholars
' Sandt Arabia bans forced mamage  BBC News Online, Apnl 12 2005
hilp ‘news bbe co uh 2henuddle casi4437667 stm Accessed on April 4 20013
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Human rights commission of Saudi Arabia denounced child marriage 1n 2009, declaring
it “a clear violation against children and thewr psychological, moral and physical rights *
It suggested that marmage authorities should observe the mmimum age of 17 for girls and

18 for boys '

The significance of having a specific age for marmage 1in Saudi Arabia 1s based on the
wise saying concerning legal system n Islam “/a dharara wa la dhirar”, which means
that there ought to be neither hurting {dharar) nor responding hurt

Early marriage 1s not justified, it 1s severely prohibited by Islam as 1t 1s against the notion
of having a choice 1n one’s mamiage The conception of guardianship also sees to protect
and facilitate the fernale gender, 1t does not treat women as childish, without having any
sense of decision making Such a facihty secures a woman against being manipulated m
the name of cultural norms, guaranteeing a dignity pertaining to their choice of having

suttable life partners for themselves

Cases of marriage of munor girls have been seen 1n the Saud: society for which 1s
accepted by half of the society as the survey has resulted and both the groups of scholars
who are n favour of the mamage of minor girls and who are against 1t have the strong

logics from Shar’ah

4.2.3. Women and work

Islam entrusted both of the sexes with different duties and each has to fulfill his/her
duties to help 1n bullding their community both inside and outside home A man's task 1s
to strengthen his family economically while a woman's duty 1s that of bringing up
children with care and show empathy toward them, educating them, managing female
school, participating medically as well as other tasks suitable for women Giving up the
domestic tasks destroys the entire family and, in the end. the society turns mto an empny

unit, a structure without reality or substance

"hup /wuw enotes com/topic women_nghts_in_Sdudi_Arabiakcile nore-100 Accessed on Apnil 28 2015
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Allah Almighty fashioned women with a body completely different from men so that
women might have the capacity to handle family affairs and additionally other duties
related to women Woman's engagement 1n men's job 1s not considered n favor of her
physique and nature It 1s an offense against women for 1t destroys her positton The
effect goes on to her kids as they lose love and care This 1s because nobody can perform
the role of a mother when she discharges herself from her empire, she loses her stability,

tranquility and will live restlessly

So, 1t 1s more valuable to cite the confessions of the intellectuals 1n the East and the West
regarding the adverse effects of free interminglng so the rivals might be convinced and
find cut that the laws of Islam are for the safety of women

Guardianship ts the obligation of men who provides the economic support to women and

protects her from evils of worldly life as mentioned in the following Ayah
" Men are the protectors and mamtainers of women !

[t 15 for the reason that Allah has made one of them to stand out for the other’s well being
and because they pay out to maintain them from their resources Letuing a women go out.
Is against her nature created in her by Allah Letting women to take part in men's work 1s
very risky for Islamic culture Among these risks is the free intermixing of men and
women, which 1s viewed as one of the extreme means to infidehty that crushes the values
and ethics of society

Allah has commanded women to stay in their homes and has prohibited them from free
intermingling with outsider men n the same place. for example, i work place.
marketplace, traveling and trips etc Women's engagement in men's job will direct to
commutting prohtbited acts and gotng aganst Allah's commands and 1gnoring the legal

responsibilities assigned to a Muslim woman

Free wtermmgling of males and females and the ways leading to 1t are forbidden In

[slam Allah Almighty says

Jnd stav in your houses and do not display yourselves like thut of the tmes of

ignorance and perform As-Saldr (lqamdt-as-Salds) and give Zakdt and obey Allah and

"Al-Qur an 4 34
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His Mesvenger Alldh wishes only to remove Ar-Rys fevil deeds and sinsi from you, O

members of the family (of the Prophet) and to purtfy vou with a thorough purification
And

“And remember (O vou the members of the Prophet's family, the Graces of vow Lord)
that which s recited in your houses of the Verses of Allah and Al-Hikmah (1 e Prophet’s
Sunnah - legal ways, so give your thanks to Alléh and glorify His Praises for this Qur dn

and the Sunnah) Verily Alldh 1s Ever Most Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things

Allah has instructed the Prophet's wives, may Allah be pleased with them. and all the
Muslim women to stay in homes to save from harm and keep them far from the ways of
evil When a woman goes out without need, this might become the way to Tabarry) 1n
addition to other incidents Allah has commanded women to perform activities that
protect them, such as offering prayer, giving Zakah, observing fasts and obeyving Allah
and His Messenger, which guard them from prohibited acts In that case The Almighty
guided them to what advantages them in this life and in the Hereafter, for example,
recitation of the Qur'an and learning the Hadith regularly as these acts punify the hearts

and lead them to the Truth Allah Almighty says

O Prophet’ Tell vour wives and your daughters and the women of the behevers to draw
thett cloaks fveils) all over their bodies (1e screen themselves completely except the eves
01 one eye (0 see the wuy) That will be better, that they should be known (as free
respectable women) so as not 1o be annoyed And Allah 15 Ever Oft-Forgning, Most
Merciful

Aliah has commanded His Prophet (peace be upon him) to tell his wives, daughters. and
the Muslim women to cover their bodies properly when they leave their homes in need to

get away from the trouble of people with weak faith

This 1s unfair for women to work in the same work places with men, free mntermining

surrendering her femininity and losing her modesty for equality between the two genders

1 Al-Qur'an 3332
Al-Qur an 33 34
Y Al-Qur an, 33 59
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that are distinclive 1n structure content It 1s the duty of Mushm to avoid the means that
show the way to evils There 1s no doubt that gazing and free mixing of men and women
in workplaces are horrible ways that lead to adultery It 1s unsafe for women to work with
men (n the same place as 1t 1s unfeasible for them to lower their gaze guard their parts
and purify their soul while working in the same place Tslam has restricted all the sources
that lead to prohibited acts It also forbidden for women to soften therr discourse while
conversing with men as this may stir the desires of men with weak faith The Qur’an

savs

"0 wrves of the Prophet’ You are not like any other women If you keep vour dun ito
4lldh), then be not soft in speech, lest he in whose heart 15 a disease (of hypocrisy or evil

destre for aduitery) should be moved with desire ™

It 15 difficult to observe the above mentioned nstruction in an environment where there it
Is considered a part of communication skills Certainly, the speeches will be softening
during the conversation at the workplace and Satan will work to beautfy their actions and
attract them to comrmt illegal acts The best act for women afier covering her body and
face s to stay in her home Islam does not allow 2 woman to intermix freely with stranger
(non-mehram) men so she may not cause of Fimah directly or indirectly It commands
her to stay in her home and not go outside without need [n case a woman goes out for
need she should observe the rules of Shari’ah as we can find out the etiquettes from the
tale of two female shepherds described in the holy Qur'an In this case, Prophet Musa
(AS) met two young girls waiting for their turn near the well to give water to their herd
When he inquired them about their matter the two young girls replied that their father 1s
too aged to move toward the well so they needed to give water to his herd in his place *
Barbara Stowasser' asserted that the case of these two girls give the example of the
modesty expected from Muslim women 1n the workplace, stnce they heid up untl the
other shepherds had done She furthermore makes 1t as evidence that Musltm women

working outside therr home i need 1s religlously acceptable

" Al-Qur'an, 33 32

* Al-Qur'an %23

" Barbard Frever Slow asser was a proiessor in the Arab and Islamic studics deparunent ai Georgelown Unisersiny She
was an invaluable scholar on women s studies in the Qur’an and Hadith
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"This Qur'anic story, then here severs as scripturalistic proof that Muslim women's
worhing outside of the home 1s religiously acceptable only as long as it 1s truly
unavotdable and does not entail association with non related males "

While a woman stays 1n her home she becomes stable spiritually feels peace. and has
confidence On the other hand, when she leaves her home. she feels uncomfortable,
restless, and stressed and she might be suffer to evil consequences Islam does not allow
being alone with a member of the opposite gender without a Mahram This 1s to obstruct
the ways to corruption, block the ways that lead to crimes and protect the believers from

the evils of Satan Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said

L am not leaving belind me any trial more harmful to men than women'
And

"So beware of (getting nfatuated by) this world and women The first trial of the
Children of Israel was due to women'?

Some supporters of free intermingling of males and females present the surface
Judgments of some legal contents as logic in favour of their claims For mnstance they
argue that few women were used to accompany the prophet (peace be upon him) in some
wars In respond. thesc women went 1n need and their Mahrams were with them They
went out for the cause of reltgion and for various interests of Ummah that did not lead to
corruption, for their strong farnh and Taqwa and their Mahrams used to take care of them
They would likewse be dressed in Huab contradictory to ladies of the present time It 1s
clear that the i1ssue of women going out to work 1s far different 1n relation to the female
Sahabah Those were just exceptional cases Looking at the Islamic victories and the
battles discloses that this fact was not there all through history With respect to those who
encourage women to join the military, other forces to fight in battles such as men this s
Just an effort to destroy the ethics of the soldiers for the sake of entertainment Men's
nature 1s to feel calm with, and converse with women while being alone It 1s good to

block all the ways to Fitnah than facing evils later on Shaykh 'Abd al-Aziz 1bn Baz*

' Barbara Freyver Stowasser, Women 1n the Qur an, radition and Interpretauon Oxford University Press 1994 p 6]
* Sahih Al-Bukhant Kitab Al-Nikah Hadith no 4208

? Sahih Al-Musbm kitab Al- Riqaq, Hadith no 7124

* The head of the Council of Sentor ‘Ulama' and Grand Mult

101



tstamic prospects for redress

recommended that women ought not to work outside the home at all "Removing a
woman from her home means removing her from what her natural state and her character
require Women entering the realm of men are a danger for Islamic society that it leads 10
mixing of the sexes which 15 considered the main path to adultery which splits society
and wrecks morals ™'

Dr Mustafa Husny Al-Siba’y (may Allah be merciful to him) examined the outcomes of
women going out for work in his book ‘Al-Mar'ah bayn 4l-Figh wa 4i-Qanun’. in which
he mentioned view of westerners on women's employment, Some of views are

Lord Byron declared the present state of women as an artificial and unnatural one by
staung "Thought of the state of women under the ancient Greeks convenient enough

Present state. a remnant of the barbarism of the chivaine and the feudal ages. artficial
and unnatural They ought to mind home and be well fed and clothed but not mixed n
soctety " English writer Lady Cook said that men like and incline toward a mixed
environment Women, therefore, are tempted to something that clashes with thewr human
nature and the dominated co-ed system will results in more 1illegal children in soclety

She named 1t as the greatest disaster encouraging people to instruct females that men are
persuading to evil The Briush writer Samuel Smules viewed the working women as the
reason of the family destruction According to him, the society that allowed women to
work in industrial zones results in breakdown of famuly system. the basic unit and

institution of the home

Encouraging women to come out for wealth and fame disturbing her family Life and
depriving children of their nghts of maternal care and love has affected women’s morals
Women's natural job and task 1s o raise a strong, healthy and honorable family She s
mostls required to deal with houschold responsibilities. home financial matters, and other
domestic nceds but working n industries has stripped the woman and changed the looks
and the realities of family system Women came under numerous influences and burdens
that transformed the mindset and attitude according to the environment The increased
rate of crime and family crises 1n many western societies are because women have

disregarded her home and family for the sake of double income The income enhanced

' Sheikh [bn Bar "Women's Work 1s Quick Road 1o Aduliery™ Al Mushimun [nformation Accesy Company Arab
P'ress Semace Diplomauce Recorder 1AC Newsletter Database APS Orgamzanon, vol 44 no 21 25 June 1996
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but the ethics decline Woman's come back to her home 1s the only way to keep the

generations safe from detenoration

I'hese Westerners see the 1ssue on the basis of reality and sincenty, but the others are the
enemies of Islam, they eagerly wish women to go out and work with men For decades
they have been striving and spending money to achieve this purpose, so we the Mushims
should not support or facilitate their purposes A woman staying at her house 1s really
serving her nation by carrying out her home tasks subsequent to perforrming religious
duties as 1t suits her natural character She may usc her extra time 1n fields that suit her
nature such as nursing, teaching. and treating patients medically and cooperating with
men In soclety’s betterment In this way women should follow the role of the Mothers of
the Belevers (May Allah reward them the best) and those who try to be hike them n
educating, coordinating, directing the nation, and conveying the commandments of Allah
Almighty May Allah help us carrying our our obligations in the best way that pleases
Him and guard us from all the sources of Fitmah and satanic traps He 1s the Most

Generous

4.2.4. Right to vote

Islam has given the freedom of expression to everyone and the women also have the right
to share her opinion The Qur'an has approved the following rule in dealing with the

tssues related to the affairs of the Muslhims

"Those who hearken to their Lord, and establish regular Praver. who (conduct) then
affairs by mutual Consultation, who spend out of what We bestow on them for

Sustenance™

The above mentioned ayah describes that the opinion of most of the Mushims might be
made the aggregate law in a Mushim state The government should be concerned to the
Jomnt 1ssues of its nationals Therefore, 1in accordance with the teaching of the Qur’an, the

system of government and 1ts different affairs must be chosen through consultation where

"al-Quran 47 38
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everyone participates in the consultation directly or indirectly by their selected legislative
body

Smularly as the ssue of the right to vote 1s concerned, the Qur'an has clearly given the
nght to partucipate n nation’s affawrs through consultation m the same verse with no

distinction of men and women 1n the consultation process '

Western world have given women the right (o vote less than 100 years ago without amy
religious support. only when they asked and fought for their fundamental rights On the
contrary Islam has given the voting night to women almost 1,500 years ago Islam does
not prevent 2 woman from holding the position sunable to her role and nature For the
selection of Uthman [bn Affan (May Allah be please with him) for caliphate.
Abdurrahman Ibn Affan (May Allah be pleased with him) consulted many women as
they are encouraged in Islam to contribute through their opintons There are numerous
cases of the prophet’s time which pont toward that the women would pose questions

directly to him and suggest him concerning religious, financial and other social matters

The farwa 1ssued by the European Council for Research and Fatwa declares

‘Mushm participation 1n elections 1s a national duty, 1t falls under co-operation on that
which 1s good and righteous for the society and wardmg off harms from it ~ Islamic belicf
system as based on the laws of the Holy Qura’n ensures that believers may cooperate
amongst themselves so as to manifest righteousness and piety in therr atutudes so as to
ascertam the public interest referred to as “maslaha™ The great scholar Imam AlShaubs
further developed the mentioned notion 1nto the conceptton of Objectives of the Shari’ah.
which s consulted by Mushm scholars so as to shape the existing laws i accordance
with the changing trends as elaborated by the Holy verses from the Holy Quran 1¢
“Allah does not wish hardship on His servanis™ The rules established bv the True
Divinity, aim at facilitating the believers and thus guarantee interest of the human souls

it this world and hereafter Al-Qardaw) states that the teachings of the Qur an and the

' Womens nght w vote" http /Awww understanding-1slam com/g-and-a/politics/w omen-and- olng-nights-

S409, Accessed on Februany 13 2013
“Al-Quran 2 173
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Hadith are basically in accordance with human mnterest ' Shaykh Nizam Ya qubi, world’s
renowned scholar from Bahrain, states “In the matter of ¢lections and voting we must
look at what 15 1n the best interest of the whole community (mas!aha) and what 15 lesser
of the two evils (Akhaf ad-Dararayn)” Shaykh Muhammad al-Kawthart (Dar al-Iftah —
UK). states that the concept of voting at times become an essential social practice, the
scholar takes reference from the Hadith in (tns regard as follows

“If peaple see an oppressor and don't prevent lum, then it 15 very likely that Allah will
inctude all of them in the pumshment '

Thus, 1f one sees the corruption, mistreatment, discrimmation and violation of rights and
have the capability to stop 1t by giving his/her vote but one does not do so then n the
light of this Hadith one will be accountable Women are not excluded from the above
mentioned command so they have full right of voting in Islam It 1s the obligation of a
men and women to strive to choose good ruler who governs you the law of Allah
Almighty and lead you to paradise

Saudi women having acquired a 20 per cent of seats i consuttatuve council are now
contributing to national affairs New laws were passed in favor of women since they
Jomned the council, in addition to thewr right to vote and standing as contestants n
elections of municipal council Besides, women hold senior posts in the government
sector where the number of female employees has maximized to 8 percent during the last
year alone *Saudi government had given voting nght to women but still it 1s 1n the words
and laws December 12, 2015, this was the first election i Saudi Arabia in which women
were allowed to participate as voters and were elected as politicians It was a historic
occasion At least 18 women clected to mumcipal councils 1n Saudi Arabia's first

elecuons opened for females Salma bint Hizab al-Oteibr became the first female

' Yusuf Al- Qardaws Al-Tjuhad al-Mu asir Bayna al-Indibai wa al-Infiral Dar al-Tawzi wa al-Nashr Caro 1994 p
5l

* Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal Hadith no 112

! Uniled Navons General Assembly Human Rughts Council Tweniy-(ifth session, Agenda iem 6, Universal Penodic
Review Report of the Worlang Group on the Universal Peniodic Review  Sand: Arabia, 26 December 20173
ATIR(,253
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politician n Madrakah, Makkah province when she won a seat of councilor 'Female
candidates were banned from speaking to male voters and were required to segregate
their campaigns for elections They also face problems dunng elections of proving
identity and because of limited number of registration centers ~ All over the world. there
are people for and against things Critics of the mumicipal elections have mentioned the
lack of transparency and the limited authorities of the councils as signs of a lack of real
political nterest in power :sharmgJ Observers do not see the usefulness of current
elections. they see 1t as one more step towards westernization and a mere formality just
because of European pressure Many people think elections are just for show because the
government wants to demonstrate that there are reforms On contrary, there are people
who viewed clections positively as necessary for the advancement of the country One of
them 1s Lama al-Sulaiman, a candidate in Jeddah, told Al Jazeera "The international
media sometimes has narrow views, they only report the bad stories We have them, we
have weaknesses and every citizen goes through challenges, those shouldn't be belittled ™
If there 15 no muxing with men and there 1s no viwolation of shari*ah then what prevents

woman from voting

Conclusion

Throughout the twenuieth century, the status, role, and objectives of women 1n the Arab
world have been an integral part of the progressive and revolutionary strategies that has
been a part of society as scholarly and political leaders tried to change 1ts establishment
and nstitution by putting mto practice different plans of improvement, advancement and
social change intended to get equality with the West Challenge of the leading west to
Islamic culture turned into became basic element of the 1deological plans adopted as
standards of progress and change by different groups In this process. women have

considered the symbols of the transformation of the social order. consequently gaining

' “Soudi Arobia  First wornen councilors elected” BBC News, 12 December, 2015

z http //edition cnn com/2015/12/13/world/first-women-elected-to-office-in-saudi-arabia/

Thttp /fwww aljazeera com/news/2015/12/analysis-women-voting-saudi-arabia-151213055435453 hrml
‘ http //www aljazeera com/news/2015/12 /women-win-seats-landmark-saudi-grabia-elections-
151213054750832 html
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status as transporters and maintainers of social and rehigious values Advanced western
man fell severely into mistake 1n blind acceptance of the notion of the equality of the
genders without the concern of what equality meant for Modem thinking shows that
granting equivalent status to women 1s bringing them out of therr homes and making
them stand face to face with men 1n all aspects of hife without any consideration of moral

and social problems which may result

Muslim women's freedom, status and position have been the focal point of discussion in

Weslern media and n political dialogues Classification of Muslim women as

ELRES ] L LT

"oppressed,” "ignorant,” “submussive,” “uneducated” and the women who need rescuing
from their violent families and communities are widespread n the Western media,
especlally the case of Saudi women West presented the supposed dilemma of women
living 1n Muslim countries as the symbol of Islamic persecution Reality of women 1ssues
in Saudi Arabia 1s contrary to this exaggerated description The reason behind this
unsubstantiated portrayal 1s prejudice and unfamiliarity of West with the Saudi culture,
values and symbols There are two main sources causes misconceptions about the status
and position of Mushim women, one 1s that some Mushms who might validate therr
dominance by abusing women on the premise of Islam and the other source 1s that non
Muslims who aims to represent Islamic civilizatton as bachward and abusive So the
leaders and religious establishment intended to protect nation from follow ing the values

of West blindly particularly following the hfe style of Western women !

Islam separates the roles and circles of work for men and women since 1t 1s normal,
reasonable and natural to do so However Islam considers woman as woman and man as
man, sceing the natural differentiation it divides work between the two genders as
opposed to the equahity of work The natural tendency of women 1s to support. give
comfort and please their men and the innate inclination of men 1s to maintain and protect
their women lawfully Islam commands human being to follow such natural inclinations
by developing and supporting family relations and by rejecting 1deas that are basically

foreign to human nature Saudi Arabian society wants to enjoy the modern facilifies on

' Abd alldh 1bn Muhammad Al-Dubavkhi, Genersl Supervisor Easiern Branch Commutice for the Propagation of
Vimue and Prevenuon of Vice Circular #178/6T/1229¢] Sepiember 13 1982
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all levels with the determination to save the nation’s religious identity and s social
customs Since many mtellectuals and a number of researches have proven that women s
nghts are ‘critical to economic development, active cnil society and good
governance™and the World Bank highhights that equality of women 15 a basic objective n
its own right’ so the 1ssue of women’s rights took place when the efforts were made to
tahe women outside the home and to make use of them in country’s development One
factor behind the 1ssue of women’s rights 1s the presence of American citizens n Saudi
society with o1l production in 1970 s and with the foundation of "ARAMCO™ {Arabian
American O1l Company) in Dhahran American officials brought their families and
constructed several companies and started Living in Western style American women were
enjoying the facilities which were forbidden for Saudi women, such as driving cars.
shopping unveiled in the shopping centers, working with men and many other things As
a result Saudi women started asking for the same rights as their American partners A
study titled " O1l, Islam, and Women™ told that “therc 1s an inverse relationship between
otl and women’s social and political opportunities and the Middle East’s dire record n
women’s rights and equality was not due to the legacy of Islamic culture but 1s rather
attributable to oil ™ The recent motto m the Arab world promotng “borrowmg technology
but not 1deology from the west™ tells the objective that the reform 1s only taking palace
in terms of country’s development and the 1dea “development leads to equahty™ was not
applicable in all cases but rather relied on upon the kind of development So development

for the preservation of society’s norms, laws, and traditions 1s allowed in the country *

Saud: individuals have their own moral perspectives and requirements It 1s known that
what 1s fit for one society, may not fit for other societies so to be very straight, the West
should first mquire Saudi women about their views regarding change before starting
movements (o change laws related to women For Saudi women, reforming cultural and

social approaches aganst public discourse of social substances 1n order to promote

' The PayofT frem Women s Rights” Foreign Affawrs 1sobel Colemnan,

http /hewnonline orgHOLA andingPage”colection-journals&handle-hewn journials/fara8 3L div-484&1d-& page

" World Bank World Development Report  Gender Equaliiy and Development W ashington DC 2012

hup #siteresources worldbank org/INTW DR2012/Resources/ 77781 05-1299699968583/77862 10-

131593623 1 893:Orervicw-Enghsh pdf Accessed on Jan 24 2015

' yvonne Yazbeck Haddad Ellison Banks Findly, “Women Religion and Social Change ', Suny Press 1985 p 297

" Michael L Ross O1l Islam and Women” Amencan Poliical Science Review 2008 p 107123
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authentic and long lasting change has proven to be more important than surface 1ssues
like dress and the night o drnve Saudi women already have a high degree of
independence and they view that the kind changes would be opposed 1o Mushm values
and an unwanted Western cultural influence Western women appear as slaves, slaves of
economic systemn. fashion industry and development plans Western society viewed them
as machines with no brain system working all the time for money and struggling for
fame to look desirable and attract others What about liberating mothers and depriving
children from mother’s love and care who are just six wecks old Whart about leaving
children 1n care centers to learn the values from strangers? Contrary to that what about
calling women old fashioned and typical who prefers to stay at home to raise the family?
Breakdown of the family unit causes the destruction of society’s structure in West Call
for the frcedom of women arose in these dissolutive communities that look hke a
misguided and weak endeavor to get protection  Such protection 1s accessible only when

the person turns back to Allah and accepts the role for which he or she was created

Dr Mohammed Badahdah', stated that the West have double standard to deal with
human rights as they highhght the 1ssue of a Saud: individual as a major 1ssue while
ignoring the kilhing of thousands Mushims, he said *It 1s the duty of all countries and
societies to respect rehigious faiths, beliefs and cultures of different communities in order
to promote peace and stability n the world,” while disapproving “Swedish Forergn
Minister Margot Wallstrom's™ anti-Saudi invective, he said
*We are not imposing Shar’ah on others Why do then Sweden and other Western
countries criticize the Kingdom when we are implementing Shari’ah in accordance with
our faith? This 1s clear interference 1n our internal affairs and Saudi Arabia wiil not

»oa

tolerate such attachks

Through examuning the status and position of women 1n the hingdom and that which 1s

mentioned in reports and news, [slam’s provisions for women and the results of survey |

! qecrelary pencral of the World Assembly of Mushim Youth (W AMY)

* Behind Sweden s nrade 1s @ hidden western agenda Lo tarmish [slam Arab “Nuows  Jeddah
hup  www arabnews com/featured/news/720221 Accessed on Apnl 21 2015
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have become convinced that the west has some preconceived judgments about women s
position These judgments are the results of false, significantly exaggerated propaganda
When the position of Saudi women 1s placed under the scanner of Western principles and

thoughts, then the said 1ssues onginate

Tt 1s irrational to follow the West 1n every aspect, Western femimism, for mstance 1s
refuted by many women 1n Saud1 Arabia There are some vies of 1ntellectuals regarding
women equality one 1s Amany Abdulfadl' stated 1n “Al-Ahram Weekly” the West's
“definttion of equality cannot work in our Arab world because neither will our women
find jungles to cut wood in. nor our men ever have breasts 1o feed babies = Princes
Loulwa Al- Faisal. a member of royal farmily stated that Islam sees women’'s rights as

equivalent but different simultancously

She argues *the ultra conservatives and the ultra liberals both want the same thing the
destruction of the Islamic way”, the problem 1s with the interpretation of law She
claimed that Saud1 women have more rights than the western women “their property s
inviolable and that men have a duty to look after them™ West most of the time raises
1ssues of human rights m Saudi Arabia not due to their care for the protection of rights
but for the sake of their secreted agenda of tarnishing the image of Islam and Muslims
They want Saudi Arabia and other Muslim societies to follow their culwres at all levels
This leads to indifference to impending evils As 1t 1s indicated by the Holy Prophet iy
in an agreed upon Hadith that there will be some people who will guide others in a way
that is not according to my gwidance  there will be people calling at the gates of Hell.
and whoever respond to their call, they will throw them into 1t So Shart’ah forbids all
means leading to unlawful actions and makes them prohibited in themselves Therefore, 1t
1s obligatory upon the Mushim leaders to pay attention to every cnisis and conflicts that
occurs and rermind people to seek reason behind 1it. 1f the Muslims did not condemn
committing misdeeds this will bring about the anger of Allah Almighty upon the Ummah

and 1t encompasses both those who do good and those who do evil as Allah says

! hMcmber of the Egyplian Centre for Monitoring Women's Priorilies
Lhip /weckly ahram org cff Accessed on May 6, 2015
"hitp / www enotes comviopie/momen s_nghts_in_saudi_arabia¥cite_note-126 Accessed on Mav 2 2013
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‘And fear turult or oppression which affecteth not in particular (only) those of vou who

do wrong and know that Allah 1s strict in punishment

And in Hadith in musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, as reported by Abu Bakar (RA) that

the Prophet 254 said that “if the people see the munkir and they do not change 1. Allah

15 about to inflict them all with His purushment ™ The above mentioned Ayah and Hadith

make it clear that the Islam requires from Muslims to stand up against this evil

May Allah provide us all with understanding of the religion and determination 1n st May

He protects and guard us all against misleading ordeals We also request Him to reform

the rulers of all Muslims and bring about reform through them Indeed He 15 able to do

this

4.2.5. Recommendations

Analysis of the data offered some recommendations

d

The *“Women’s nights in Islam” should not be judged by the attitude of an
individual Mushms do or what the Muslim society does

Measures should be taken including awareness raising campaigns to defend the
Islamic perspective of guardianship and show the reality of western agenda to
abolish the family system so that may enter to destroy [stamic ideology

Compaubihity of tribal customs related to marriage should be examined 1n

accordance with the obligations under shari’ah

To ensure that effectiveness application of laws should be monitored by the
govemment
Raise awareness about the Islamic perspective of positive and valuable role that

women play in the socicty Public awareness campaigns should focus on Islamic
approach on these 1ssues Media campaigns, seminars, and conferences should all
be effectively used to convey fundamental messages based on Islamic view

Take measures to defend the Islamic perspective of guardianship and show the
reality of western agenda

Examine the compatibility of tribal customs with obhigations under shari’ah and
to suggest that apphcation of laws should be monitored by the government o
ensure the effecuveness

" Al-Qur an & 25
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h Regular tramming programmes should be arranged for the members of the
Commuttee for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice to deal with cases
of women n a gender sensitive manner

1 The need of time 15 that facts must be acknowledged and empowered by joining
the discussion about the propaganda of women rights into religious preaching

| Respect of religious and cultural differences berween the nations 15 needed to
avoid misconceptions

k The right parameters should be used to bring about significant change and should be
developed organically within the boundaries of what 15 acceptable and understandable
to the Saudi society

| There 1s a need to restore the balance between tribal customns and Islamic taws related
[0 wOomen

m There 1s a need of scholarly work to differentiate between Islamic principles and
Arabic traditional norms

4.2.6. Findings
This research study points to an exphait lack of knowledge about Islamic law

a It 15 noticed that unawareness about Saudi culture and the intentional
misrepresentation of facts by a biased media 1s the other factor behind the women
1ssues

b In most cases. laws already exist that guarantce women's rights are however the
inconventience 1s 1n therr implementation or n their wrong nterpretation by some
establishment

¢ Problem of shortage of employees cannot be solved by women's employment 1n
men's jobs rather the proper solution 1s to create mcentives for the thousands of
youth who refrain from governmental work and turn to private businesses and
organizations Government should simplify the procedures and applications of
employment and offer good packages for the employees

d Where there 1s a need, change 1s taking place and new laws are passing in favour
of women The decision to allow highly educated, influential, brilliant women to
jomn shura council and mumicipal council of Saudi Arabia is a significant step

gomng on

112



Istamuc prospects for redress

e Some facets of Islamic legal systems are not in coherence with the demands of
international human rights and women rights law It creates a notable clash among
international human rights law and the Saudi Arabian national law It 1s the main
factor behind 1t 1s the unreliable reporting and news

f  Females in Saudi society are victimized due to the lack of the social practices that

arc agamnst Islamic belief systems and government’s ability to implement
Islamic laws properly
g  Where there women suffer in the commumity where Muslims form the majonty
and are 1n authority. the fault hes not with Islam but with the custodians of the
shari‘ah The implication 1s that, iIf women suffer nequality where there should be
equality, the persons m authority rather than religion are responsible for the
situation
h Saudi women have more freedom now than they did two decades ago but there
are limits There 1s the mmority who would Iike to have the surface nights but one
cannot provide the mmority with such rights which will be challenged by the
majority
Picture of Saudt women presented by West in reports and news 1s not based on reality at
atl In cases of right to education, vote, nationality 1ssues marriage of mior girls and
some cases related to laws, it 1s based on fact But by examining reports and news on the
basts of survey, [ can conclude that the current 1ssues of women’s rights in Saudi Arabia
are generally based on the Western propaganda It 1s just to destroy the Islamic vatues
and 10 abolish the strong family system from Muslim society For the kind purpose they
raised the 1ssue of some surface rights Their main focus 1s on Saudi women as woman 15
the hey to future generation For the cause, they are trapping women by different
movements These so called movements are clearly the call for voice as indicated by our
beloved Prophet (PBUH)
sl 375130 5 o il A et 5205 2t 3 e ) o pla DG
el s alyay s ‘the movements to corrupt the women” We can sec these movements
for the cause of women's rights everywhere around us This s not the proper way to ash
for nights, they do not need to go out for protests By keeping 1t in mind I can say that
their purpose 1s not the welfare of women. n fact, they want their whishes fulfilled as Dr

Abdul Kafi said

o A S a4 ey B aha a2 Y e
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“They do not want women'’s freedom. but want the freedom to access women™

So they are focusing on women to come out and serve them and leave the home and
famtly for the cause of vice

Being a student of Da’wah studies, I have worked to show the reality of issues and
provided the rescarch to restore the accurate picture of women and their rights in Saudi
Arabia as 1t 1s the duty of a preacher to fight against the call for vice So the Muslim
Ummah should pay attention to save their values for the betterment of future gencrations
by making efforts to prevent ssues taking place Society should likewise give internal
support for its members as i the Holy Qar'an, chapter 4, and verse number &
“And help one another in righteousness and piety, but help not one another m sin and
transgression

May Allah protect all Muslims and Mushim countries from the evil plots and grant the

officials success to help people rectify their affairs 1n this life and the hereafter
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ANEXURE I

Consent Form

I, student of International Istamic University, Islamabad doing a research and for that | need
your cooperation | assure you that the information obtained from you will only be used for
research purpose, the anonymity and the confidentiality of the participant will be maintatned

Researcher’s Signature

| am participating in this research with my full consent and 1 know that the infarmation taken
from me will just be used for the purpose of research

Participant’s Signature
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ANEXUREII

Questionnaire ( in English)

Statement of the Study:

It 1s a part of research work of M Phil thesis at International Islamic University Islamabad The

following Is a survey questionnaire on the subject of women regarding their nghts 1 e Male
guardianship, Employment, Driving, Vote, Early marnages Kindly reply the following questions

Note Your response will remain anonymous Your frank and straightfarward response will be
appreciated

Socio-demographic characteristics
Please fill in the blank and tick the answer of your choice

1 Gender - 1 Male _2 Female
2 Age
3 Marital status 1 Single _ 2 Marned ~ 3 widowed/Divorced/Separated
4 Your Position _1Student ~ 2 Employ _ 3 House wife
5 Your Specialization
6 Number of years since working
7 Department of work ~ 1 Business _2.Education (teaching)
~ 3 Medical _4 Cther {Specify)
8 Type of institute/ organization ~1 Public _2 Private
9 Place of Residency , Saudi Arabia

Awareness of women’ rights

1 There are two separate views regarding mankind According to one, all human are equal,
therefore a sound social system 1s one that 1s based on the princtple of absolute "equality”
According to the other, all men or women are different in their mental, physical and
emotional qualities, they are different in the opportunities ife gives them and they are
different In their natural strengths and weaknesses, so because they are different, a good
society 1s not the one based on the principle of equality, but the one based on the principle
of "justice"

Your view
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(a} Equal {b} Different

2 Socaial system of your country 1s based on the principle of

{a) Equality {b} Justice

3 Is government providing you the security of your rights?

(a) Yes {b) No {c) To some extent

4 s the continuum of women’s nghts in kingdom of Saudi Arabia a myth or reality?

{a) Myth {b) Reality

5 I3 the wiolation of Saudi wormen’s nghts in the context of some intemational reports and news is based
on reality?

{a) Yes {biNo (c) To sorme extent

6 Does the religious requirement to separate the genders lead to any discrimination in
saciety?

(a) Yes {b) No {c) To some extent

7 Doesa woman need male guardian to protect her?
{a) Yes {b) No (c) sometimes

8 Have you seen any case of early marriages in your region?

(a) Yes {b) No
9 What s your point of view on early marnages?
(a) Acceptable {b) Unacceptable

For Female only

10 Is male guardianship system a barrier to your rights?
{a) Yes {b) No

11 How do you feel being in this system of guardianship?
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12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

(a) Blessed {b) Oppressed
Are you an employee?
(a) Yes (b) No

{IF yes} Why do you work?

{a) To make use of your degree
{b) Economic independence
{c}) To bhelp society

{d) Tofill your time

{e) Tohelp the family

Do you face any gender based discrimination from the employer?
(a) Yes {b) No

Comments and Recommendations

Are you aware of the Islamic perspective of these five nghts 1e Male guardianship,
Employment, Driving, Early marriages?
{a) Yes (b) No (c) To some extent

Are you satisfred with the apphication of these five rights which Islam has prowided?
(a) Yes (b) No

Does Islam elevate the status of women?

(a) Yes (b) No

Are Saudi women Is the oppressed one?

{a) Oppressed {b) Not oppressed (c) Sometimes

Are women elevated in an Islamic culture and oppressed in the western culture?
(a) Yes (b) No

Saudi woman Is role model for other women?

{a) Yes {b} No
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21 Which would be the source of support to Saudi women in case of Ill treatment?
(a) Government {b) Awareness of women's nghts

(c} Women's rights NGOs {d) Religious scholars

22 Why the position of women in Saudi Arabian society 15 a complex and frequently
misunderstood 1ssue?

(a) Propaganda of Western media (b} Lack of good administration
(c} Existence of foreigners and their culture {d} Misinterpretation of Religion

(e) Customs and trachtions of the society  (f) other

23 Your recommendation for effective solutions

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION AND COOPERATION
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ANEXURE 111

Questionnaire ( 1n Arabic)
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