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Abstract

Y

The core -focus of this study s to identify the frames used by Americal'] entertainment media for
Pakistanis. For this purpose, season four of ‘Homeland’ was analyzed. Sample of this study is all the
twelve episodes of ‘Homeland” season four. Results show that American enfertainment media used
more negative frames for Pakistanis thrbugh negative stereotyping, their physical appedrance, skin

color, language etc.

. Keywords: Portrayal of Pakistan, Framing analysis, Quantitative content analysis.”
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is the way a communication source:defines and constructs any piece of communicated information.
Framing is an unavoidable part of human communication, we all bring our own frames to our

communications.

American mainstream media shifts, the direction of their forei gn affairs coverage in accordance with
the shifts in Americaﬁ foreign policy. American mainstream media has been equating Islam with
fundamentalism (Ahmad & Evergeti, 2010). It is said that this term is a concoction of American policy
makers. and contrivances of American»andAWestem media ‘moguls. And due to the manipulative
technique - of repetitioﬂ frequently Vus'ed by the mainstream media, the teim ﬁindmﬂentalism is
conceived by the U.S. and Europe necessarily recourse -to terrorism, radicalism, extremism and
fanaticism words like fundamentalism, terrorist, extremist, militant and violent were found to be
linked with three other words Muslim, Islam and Islamic. America mainstream elite media have been
distorting the image of Islamic world (Shahzad, 2012). Such words and phrases-have been applied or
associated With Islamic Woi*ld. For exampie, “Islamic milimtanf from Pakistan”, “Pakistan backed
Muslim rebels”, “Islamic terrorist training camp”, “Islamic fundamentalist theme”, rogue state
“Taliban are the pawn of Pakistan”™, “Intelligence Agencies”, “Pakistan maintained links with terrorists
m the region”, “Libya supports terrorists”, “Iranian or Palestinian terrorist .groups”, “Pan Arab”,
“Fapaticism”, “Libya’s tefrorism”, “Militant Muslims” has been-used for American enemies Islamic
countries (Shahzad, 2012). Sil]]ilarly positivg and favorable words and phrases have also used for U.S.

friendly countries like Jordan, Turkey, Egypt and Saudi Arabia.

This study examines the frames used by American media about Pakistan. Media is believed to have
such powers to frame everything according their own agenda. Studies show that American media,
most of the times, used negative frames while -portraying Pakistan. Such studies focused American

print media like newspapers and magazines, however, this study focuses on electronic media. Media
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including personal attitudes, media-policies, and other ideological concerns that intfluence the news
coverage and to reveal the type of framing and slant done by US media to define Pakistan and its

social structure.

1.2 Objectives of the Study
o To-analyze the performance of American entertainment media about framing Pakistan in

drama series.

¢ To examine what positive aﬁd negative frames used about Pakistani society, Pakistani political
systelﬁ and Pakistani army:

o To examine what stereotypical, racial and religious f‘l'alﬁes were used by -American media

about Pakistan.

1.3 Significance of the Study
The significance of this study is to spot the ways in which American media frame Pakistan through

their dramas and in this case an American season “Homeland” is e_xamined in order to analysis that
how US media frame Pakistan as a country as well as a society. The reason of selecting this topic is
that in Pakistan this issue couldn’t attain much attention of'researchers. Although this should have had
to be addressed in relation with the situation prevailing in Pakistan after 9/11. Another reason for
picking this topic-there is a small’amount of work done by Pakistani researchers, however, their
tocused remained on American print média. It is assumed that electronic media have been less focused

by Pakistani researchers (Iqbal & Zareen, 2014).
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Chapter 2

2. Conceptual Framework
The American media is assumed to use negative frames about Muslims, in general, and Pakistani, in

particular. This study is an attempt to find the relat.ionship between framing, religion, and ethnicity. Is
there a negative relationship between them or a positive? Framing of Pakistanis is examined through
roles, characters, appearance, and language used in the American entertainment media. The concept
is that American media assigned more negative roles, negative charactgrs, negative appearance and

langue to Pakistan. This study provides the answers of these questions.

In United Kingdom, the center of discussion has now moved towards the politics of religion and
ethnicity from race and color. This change gave rise to new course of identification of population in
terms of religion, stigmatizing them as ethnic minorities'(Ahmad & Evergeti, 2010). The concept if
Muslimness took birth under the same circumstances. This was another consequence of ideological
shift. Groups’ credential§ were thei.r ethnic backg'round, religion, languagé and culture that were

confronted to threatening society of west."Several controversies against Muslims and the large level

" of political mess has labeled the Asians as Muslims instead (Ahmad & Evergeti; 2010). Researchers

went through the conversation session with Muslim elites in the U.K. The study was aimed-to highlight
the construction of Muslim identity, how Muslimness is resided, treated and performed during those
serious events of; 11 September incident, Rushdie Affair and Israel’s attack on Gaza (Ahmad &
Everge-tli, 2010). .Tlﬁs exalﬁination followed the procedure of interviews of 24 eminent Muslims to
measure the'ir responses and point of view regarding the challenges faced by Muslim community in
the west. How would they see the future of Islam in Europe? The selection of respondents was from
various departments of- affairs like; politics, academia and society. The session was an informal

discussion with elites, concentrating of the required themes. The dialogue was held mainly in English
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lied.behind. this discrimination- was to-imagine oneself as.a part of “Exirope” and an imperial state.
Muslim communities in Africa was not only perceived threatened by the administration but also by -
military, law-enforcement agencies, and intelligence and Political policies. Catholic Church also
invaded in to repress the areas where Muslims -community was in majority. Portuguese colonial
officials created a self-made identities of themselves against African Muslim communities. The
intention was to demarcate the I\/Eus‘]ims as an out-groups and to-associate some sort of roles and
representations to them, either positive negative or uncertain’ (Machaqueiro, 2012). Portuguese
colonialists coined a térnj “threatening Muslims” after 19" century-when PértuQuese _were. forced to’
back off from African territory of An‘gola and M;)zalnbiqx.le and were helpless to find their new place
in European colonialism’ (Machaqueiro, 2012). To oppose .the Islamic influence, Portuguese
adniinistration stated that Islam is a symbolic religion which works in the direction of its betterment
and profit as compared to Christ’ianity. Another statement was produced by the military and was mere
a stereotyping 6f African —Muslim-‘s. According to the étatément, “The Negro is always ready to accept
any ideology or doctrine what suits his way of living and at times in accofdance with his natural
desires’ (Machaqueiro, 2012). In short, Portuguese venture was basically an aspiration to belong to
“Pure White” west European block by plying religious cards, strategically. They were reluctant to
develop fraternal ties because somehow they were having knowledge of Islamic religion and culture,
but they felt shame to show any flexibility as their administration revealed all of its weakness while

facing the local influences of Islam (_Machaqﬁeiro, 2012).

Despite of the fact that Muslims resides and work for western society, the news headlines hoarding on
screens and newspapers always reflects that they still need to prove their loyalties to western societies.
Their individuality. is being quéstioned and their living hood has now becoming-a challenge for them.

They are stereotyped on the basis of physical appearance, apparels and root cause to terrorism in the
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world. Transnational bodies possess difference in their opinions when it comes to the representations
of Muslims as an object of discourse. In'the narrative of covering Islam has broken the legacy of
framing about Muslims in.very systematic and organized manner’ (Said, 1997). In relation with news
média, framing was described as “an idea to systematically set the news material and to identify the
issue and its path tlﬁ*ough selection of media text, intensity of the issue and-exclusion. Frame caters
our consideration towards the leading perceptions and to promote the specific happening and its
underlying understanding” (McCombs 2004). The notion of stereotyping and framing-althou gh differs
in nature but imblies towards-both, “ML‘lslimhess”. and “Issues of Muslims”. Unfortunately, these

structures works in accordance with so called liberal media’ (Morey, 2010).

The view of Muslims diaspora with reference to its in-groups and out-groups came into being as a

consequence of prevailing stereotypes about the Muslims in west as an indifferent religious group’

~ (Moghissi et al. 2009. Stereotyping exercise on three overlying-functions such as; “social causal’-

where the vulnerable group is thought to be the cause of stereotyping, then it comes ‘social

justificatory’ function in which stereotypes are shaped to explain the behavior towards any certain

group.-The third one is ‘social differentiation” in which difference between groups are created in order

to favor one group over the other. This type of stereotyping is more noticeable when this variation

~ causes threat to the groups, such as multicultural change in the western world’ (Leyens et al. 1994).

Religion is one of the most favorite dimension for the researchers to dissect under the knife of framing. -
Countries like Nepal, where the media are not much progressive as compared to west, lacking the
multi-level cable system and only few TV channels are broadcasted, nation still is under the influence
of the content aired through the medium. Those TV channels not only served as means of
entertainment and information but also provides the surveillance and demonstrate social norms to its

audiences. Nepal is the country with Hindus-in majority along with the followers of Buddhist and

14
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other minority groups. Nepali media never unvderestimates the influence of Hinduism through their
news content, however, they portray Nepal as a homogenous religious population. Reljlgion is of the-
foremost importance for Nepal because a huge amount of financial funds the country gets all over the’
world, comes through the means of toufism in Nepal. News channels in Nepal gives special coverage
to religious and cultural traditions and this coverage is presented through the catalyst of a(ﬁ'aming
which aims to attract the international audiences. This practice follows the motive to explicitly define

the communication and movement between different religious bodies inside and outside of the state’-

(Ostrowski, 2006).

Through the content analysis of an evéning newscast of a Nepal TV, that was intended explore that
being a Hindu-majority nation how religion is being treated in Nepal. It was also envisioned-that does
the type of religion asserts any effect of its representation through media or doés any religion, apart
from -Hinduism,-got biased coverage through TV news. Other requisites of. tvhe examination was to

identify that how much airtime was given to the religion to.evening broadcasts? Is there any gender

‘biased religious representation and how ethnicity and cast system were treated through TV news in

Nepal. Based on findings, religion was not given:any significant coverage during the year 2003 as
Mao crisis were in hype. So features under considerations were more of politics rather than religion.
Content analysis outcomes revealed that in case of religion as topic of discussion, dominant
foundations as.directed by government was under considerations. Hinduism was kept as the central
belief of the state along_with the'minor’ represéntations of minorities, Moreover, stories related to
Hindu faith-were kept as headlines and gave more airtime rather than other religions. For gender
affairs, Hindu men, women and children were portrayed equally involved and celebrating the religious
and cultural festivals. Inshort, Nepal TV was government owned department so it framed the story

that was in compliance with the state’s policies (Ostrowski 2006). Story frames can be the conceptual
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tools understood, interpreted and evaluated by the viewers’ (Neuman, Just, and Crigler 60). The
significance of framing is that it can inspires the opinions by emphasizing on certain values along with
factual statements, providing them with virtual relevance towards the concern under debate that could

have to be appear under the substitute of that frame’ (Ostrowski, 2006).

[n the propagation of media frames, the political interests of the global powers are involved. Political
actors are motivated.to spread -that side.of story which suits théirv-politi’cal and social benefits. They
invest a signiﬁcant_amount of their resources to stay into the international stage. It has been observed
.'after examining the vériety of studiés that researchers so far were interested.tc:) unveil the frames rather
than to demonstrate their construction. Frame-building process is basically a practice to analyze the
messages designed by the political actors about the conflict and to use the terror as a weapon to attack
other ideologies. Conlflict generally arises due to clash in cultural values among two nations in contact,
when one nation tries to get supremacy over the other or when hegemonic body challenges. the
diff’erenceé of the oppoéition. In the study. of ‘war on terror’ US, UK and Israel are self-proclaimed
peace lovers. Qualitative content analysis has been.done to dissect the official publications and
websites related to these political actors. The study was examined based on three factors-such as; the
lexes of political bodies related to the issue, how they defines those issues, alohg with their own

connections, and the way in which story was framed and victims were treated’ (Yarchi, 2014).

Results explored the similarity between the views between these so called peace makers. According
to the US standce, they are in war with Al-Qaida because Osama-Bin-Laden was a major threat to the
world’s peace. And after his demise, Al-Qaeda came into an action against the western world. This
battle is not only harming the west but also now Asia is involved in it. To US. they -attacked
Afghanistan tosafeguard their democracy and national security. Moreover, US believed that they had -

made significant trails to invite AL-Qaeda on global platform to reconcile and negotiate, but those
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terrorist organizations are big fond to create unrest inthe'region. For United Kingdom, they are facing

terror attacks because of an alliance with USA. Attack on United Kingdom' is actually the attack on

their values and after the downfall of their royal emipire,- U.K. is now highly insensitive towards its
security and public’s safety. U.K. again presented themselves as a victim to the world and propagated
such frames as they are to maintain peace in the world. They defend their coalition with US as they
neea to end this “war on terror”-as soc;n as possible from this world and cannot compromise for the
security of their public. Israel, beside these two super powers, rants about being vulnerable lo‘
Palestine’s attacks. Israel just'i:fled its actions:_as a-self--défe'nse agai‘nst Paléstihe’s 611tbreak. T 6 I'srael,'

they are small nation and still fighting to get'recognition on international platform, so whatever they

are doing in Palestine is nothing but an effort to manage peace and security of its citizens’ (Yarchi,

2014).

Pluralistic societies are comprised of diversity of social groups. These groups represent both majority _
and minority séts. Majority lies within the power while minority faces limitations (Bleich,
Stonebraker, Nisar, & Abdelhamid, 2015). Public response towards the identity of some social groups
generate serious debate. This attitude not only affect the minority groups but also the development of
societies willing to reinforce equality and harmony with in the social sets. Muslims, since late 80°s
were under the knife of Western Europe and were treated as social strangers (Bleich, Stonebraker,
Nisar, & Abdelhamid, 2015). They got separated from non-Muslims by clear demarcations and their
religion wés.thought to be tlie barrier to presence (Alba, 2005). They were prone to assess the tone of
newspapers headlines because consumers use intellect_ual shortcuts-and might not read the whole story,
and a catchy headline grabs the attention of a reader (Bleich, Stonebraker, Nisar, & Abdelhamid.
2015). Sample was taken from 4 different newspapers that allowed the researcher to measure the slant

created on political grounds and presentation of paper on the representation of minorities in British
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press. The other comparison was.to-investigate the news making about Christians and Jews from the
same period. This evaluation helped us to more clearly understand abou.t the framing related to
analogous groups. Results found that the overall tone of the headlines regarding Muslims. was
consistently negative as compared ;[o other groups. Christine were framed as victims and among this

evaluation, lowest percentage was of issues related to Jews.

Social cataloguing can gauge.the public perception concerning the ethnicity, religiosity and race of

minority groups living in that society (Canan & Foroutan, 2016). A book “Germany Does away with

itself” addressed the cultural, ethnic, national and religious mirorities, and_generated the debate-

whether the largest religious minorities “Muslims” belong ‘to Germany or not (Meng 2015). This
question was raised to measure the ability of Muslims to-assimilate into western culture (Ehrkamp
2006). Muslims were thought not to be gather with Germans because they were'lack in education, they
possessed isolated attitudes towards the other religions and they were prone to violent activities
occurred in society. This negative perception referring the Muslims vwas not onl.y prevailing in
Germany but also in other European nations. And»it was believed that introvert behavior, fear to
combine with foreignization and associating the progress of western nations with political hegemony

were the factors affecting Muslims images in West (Canan & Foroutan, 2016)

Germany calls itself as “Country of immigration”. This generalization leads Canaan (2016), to explore
that “Is there any chance that German nation’s view of the-Muslim Population can be changed?” This
research was intended to gauge the mass attitudes towards the homogenous group‘s-of minorities in
the .society. Muslims as an out-group.were assessed based on €ulture, religion, political affiliations,
group affiliations and family set-ups etc. In this hypothetical study, Muslims were perceived on the
bases of gender such as a male could be more violent and adverse whereas females are’submissive

and backward (Canan & Foroutan, 2016). Culturally Muslims get married into their own families and
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sharia law itself guard the interests of citizens but a Christian can be easily-accused of blasphemy if*

exercise his freedom of expression.

In 1930s, a large number of studies based on content analysis have been carried out inorder to measure
the flow of foreign news content into United States and other countries (Mujahid, 1970). The.stt-ldy
was aimed to inspect the coverage of Pakistan by three largest newsmagazines of Un‘ited States. In
addition to that, his research was also directed to unveil the stories-that grabbed the attention of these
newsmagazines at‘_large. The key issues under exallliljatjon were felated to th¢ domestic and foreign '
affairs of Pakistan. Year 1962- 65 we:re thought to lbc as‘the historic for the country (Mujahid,— 1 970). =
Time and News Week selected only the relevant stories based on Pakistan and its developlﬁent.
regarding Indian occupied Kashmir. However, world Report analyzed.the stories that were carrying,

Pakistan only (Mujahid, 1970).

In past years, western critics have fouqd another topic to grill Third World countries (Riffe-v & Sl{aw,
1982). Researchers revealed the fact that international news-wires provide third world nation with the
news which portrays the positive aspects of western world. Addition to that, flow of news from west
to third world is enriched with pro-western orientation. Study of presidential campaign coverage and
its effects, and coverage of state government justifies the marvel of consonance. Hester’s work is
another mark over the contract among 15 Wisconsin newspapers for foreign news and the relation
among gate-keepers (Riffe & ‘Shaw, 1982). According to third world nations, it’s an inadequacy of
western media which creates false cultural imﬁlications and imbalance in cultural flow a1110ﬁg the
world and third world. This.study provided us by the comparison between the news content of two
renowned papers of tlje U.S, Chicago Tribune and the New York Times. The significance of this
selection was that both papers publish more than sufficient quantity of foreign content, both are press

elites and both have the credible sources towards.international news. This study was operated to unveil
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8. Non-Speaking: If in an episode, the Pakistani character shows up for a significant portion of

N time but remains silent then it will be coded as non-speaking.

4. Evolution of Pakistani character

It will be mentioned in the coding sheet whether the Pakistani character changes from good to-bad,

from bad to good, remain bad throughout, remain good throughout or unable to determine.

6. Bad: Any Pakistani character, which lacks moral or ethical strength, working with or
working for outlaws will be coded as bad.

7. Good: Any Pakistani character, which shows moral or ethical strength, wbrking égainst
outlaws for the betterment of society and humanity will be coded as

8. Starts off as bad but turns good

9. Starts off as good but turns bad

10. Unable to determine: Any Pakistani character, which cannot be determined whether he/she

7
4
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is good, bad or playing both sides will be coded under this category.

5. Roles

Surfaces several roles of Pakistani characters and the roles will be coded according to;

9. Parents

10. Friends

11. House Wife

12. Relatives (uncle/aunty/grandparents/cousins)
13. Brother/Sister

14. Son/Daughter

15. Husband/Wife

16. Other













b. Aggressiveness: How willing was this character toresort to aggressive and/or violent means to
achieve his or her objectives?

1. Not at all aggressive or violent
2. Very aggressive and/or violent '

c. Motivation/laziness: How determinedly did this character pursue his or her needs and/or wants?
1. Not at all motivated |

2. Very motivated

d. Altruism: To what extent did this character tend to put the needs of others above his or her own?-

1. Not at all altruistic
2.Very altruistic

e. Likeability: How likeable did you find the tharacter to be (regardless of how the other characters
in the film appeared to feel about him or her)?

1. Not at all likeable
2. Very likeable

3. Appearance Attributes: These are similar to physical attributes, but they are under the
character’s direct control and can vary from scene to scene. Explanations were provided on the :

content coding sheet, indicated in italics below.

a. Attire: Did the character wear traditional Pakistani clothing or Western-style clothing?
1. Always Western attire
2. Usually Western attire
3. Often wears one or the other
4, Usually Middle Eastern attire
5. Always Middle Eastern attire
b. Grooming: How much care did this character appear to put into his or her appearance?
1. Very poorly groomed
2. Very well groomed

4. Terrorism: The purpose of this measure is to find out whether the character was involved in
terrorism in any way.

B )















