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Abstract

Women political participation is an important dimension of women empowerrnent. It enhances

their representation in various spheres of life. The current study was conducted in two districts of

Khyber pukhtunkhwa namely Lower Dir and Upper Dir. Three Tehsils from these districts and

finally one Govemment Girls Degree College from each Tehsil were selected. A random sample

of 342 female students was drawn as respondents using stratified Random Sampling technique'

The data was collected using a predesigned questionnaire in the light of study objectives' The

study found that illiteracy, lack of awareness, lack of women involvement in decision making

process, early marriages, work burden, gender discrimination, patriarchy, strict purdah system,

poverty, unemployment, and economic dependency of women on men are the main barriers

affecting women political participation. It also reported that cultural factors create more barriers

discouraging women political participation. It is suggested that women political participation can

be enhance d in pukhtzr society by giving women equal opportunities of education and jobs and

by promoting positive attitude towards women involvements in different spheres of politics'

rt<;
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the StudY

Despite the increasing involvement of women in various fields of life, they remain much

behind than men in the sphere of politics. Politics is the most important field of human life and

involvement in political activities and access to political power is a fundamental right of all the

citizens. Thus politics is the most important field of human life as it is essential for the existence

of state and in settling disputes. providing equal chance to individuals to participate in activities

related to politics and in the decision making of their society ensures the accomplishment of their

needs (Abdi, 2007).

Political domain almost everywhere and particularly in developing countries has been

dominated by male member of the society. In poor countries, women are confined to household

activities while public and political domain is occupied by male mostly in the society' No one

can deny the fact that a woman is one of the important segments of the society. Similarly no

nation can reach to high success and glory until women are not provided opportunities to work

side by side with men (Maccionis, 2009).

Equal involvement of women in various fields is important for the socio-economic

development of their country. In spite of their social and economic role in family and economy;

they encounter multiple problems in various spheres of their lives. A number of reasons are

connected with the male social status in the society and the most dominant one is their physique

which makes them suitable for various socio-economic activities (Ramesh, 2000). It is a fact that

womcn from the very start have been facing a lot of problerns in various spheres of life



especially in political one. Woman at her early ages experience inequality and deals with

discrimination in the family (Jalal-ud-Din, and Khan, 2008)'

Women political empowerment means the freedom of women to vote and contest election

without any barriers. Similarly political participation means the extent to which people are

involved in activities related to politics. (lgwee, 2002)- It means all those activities which are

related to politics mainly voting, campaigning, attending meetings, protesting and contesting

election are the part of political participation. Despite the important segment of the society,

women have been ignored in social, cultural, economic and political spheres of life' Women

confront various problems and challenges in the way of their political participation. Women

involvement and participation in politics is of recent emergence dates back to late eighteen

century. Women were given the right to vote for the first time in Newzeland in 1883' Finland

offered the right of vote to women in 1906;Norway gave them the right in 1913 while Germany

bestowed women with the right of vote in 1918. A century ago, almost there was not a single

woman holding elected office in the United States, indicating that before 1920 women had no

right to cast vote in the United States (Maccionis,2009)'

In Jordan, women were completely ignored in the field ol'politics up to 1950. Later on'

the situation changed and women were given the right to poll vote but still they were deprived ol'

contesting election as a candidate. In Jordanian society the right of polling vote was only given

to educated women (Ministry of interior, 2003:33). women in Greek got political rights in 1952'

By l9g0 women had only the right to merely cast vote. However, at the end of 1980; women

came to participate in political activities and got the right in political decision making' The

participation of women in political activities began to increase recently but is still considerably

lower (Maloutas 1998).



Further in global perspective as far as women political empowerment is concerned, they

hold just 15.2 percent of seats in parliaments across the world. Women political empowerment

varies from society to society. Similarly, in the United States little change has occurred in

politics. ln2002national elections, only six of the fifty state governors were women which was

very low ratio. In South Asia the women political empowerment is also not satisfactory. In

Ukraine various measures have been taken to bring gender equality in public sphere especially in

political domain but still there is low level of political participation of Ukrainian women (Fund,

2011).

Similarly in Kenya, women participation is very low and there is not enough

representation of women in political activities. Many reasons such as variations in norms, value

system and rigid culture are impeding women participation in political activities but the only and

common factors which lower their participation is gender discrimination. Low participation of

women in politics is because of their low level of literacy (Riley, 2003). Further women

traditionally are considered inferior to male which leads to lack of women political

empowerment in the South Asia. Women political representation around the globe is very low

and received only 33 percent seats for women in the parliament GfNDP report, 2005)'

No doubt the reservation of 33%o seats is a change in the political history of Pakistan. It is

of course one of the positive changes that encouraged women especially in the urban areas'

Further the situation is worst in rural areas especially in the traditional and conservative districts

of pakistan. As it is a fact that gender role is not ascribed instead it is greatly in relation with the

culture. In pakistan women are dealt in every domain of life discriminately and even it will not

be wrong to say that woman is considered less important for the public sphere especially in

politics. They have very low participation in politics in Pakistan especially in rural areas.



political participation of women is one of the core factors in the development of any nation and

also a core determinant of women empowerment. But unfortunately socio-cultural factors like

norms and values, patriarchy and misinterpretation of religion prevent women from participating

in political activities especially in rural areas. In Pakistan especially in the traditional districts of

rural areas, socio-cultural, and economic factors come in the way of women political

participation (Shaheed et'al 2009).

Further in economic factors women poverty, unemployment and inflation prohibit and

discourage women political participation. In economic domain, women are dependent upon male

and their economic instability do not allow them to participate in political activities (Aderinwale.

te97).

Women active role in politics is essential for their empowerment as it is directly linked

with women political participation. Women political participation ensures women representation

in various spheres and fields. Thus, when women is given opportunities of entrance to political

domain it provides a path of empowerment to women. Political participation makes women to

work for social change which is imperative for the upbringing of society (Stromquist and

Fishman,2009).

In pukhrun society women political participation is significantly very low due to

patriarchy setup and male dominancy. Lack of women political participation is the outcome of

numerous factors in pukhtunsociety. More significantly along with male dominalion ,other socio

cultural and economic factors i.e. illiteracy and ignorance, lack of awareness, poverty, inflation,

unemployment, strict tradition and miss interpretation of religious teachings are affecting women

political participatio n in Pukhturn society (Ali et.al, 201 0)'



1.2 Statement of the Problem

Women constitute half of the world population. Pakistan is one of the male dorninated

societies where public sphere has largely dominated by male members of the society. Women in

pakistan have always been treated discriminately in various spheres of life due to socio-cultural

and economic barriers. Majority of the Pakistani population is consisted of women and their

equal representation in political sphere is necessary for the development of society. As (Anita,

2010) stated that women political participation is essential for the social uplift of the society'

pukhtunsociety is more patriarchal and traditional in nature where women cannot participate in

political activities. ln Pukhtun society, they encounter various problems due to their absence or

very low participation in political sphere. Various socio-cultural and economic factors such as

strict norm and values, male dominancy, restriction on women mobility, sttict purdcrlz systern.

poverty and honor exclude women from the domain of politics (Women in Pakistan report,

2000). Further due to their lack of participation in political activities rn Pakhtun society

developmcnt process is very much uneven and resultantly women lolk are facing a lot of

problems.

1.3 Objectives of the StudY

i. To study various socio-cultural factors, affecting women political participation

ii. To explore economic factors, affecting women political participation in I'akhtun

society

To suggest policy measures for better women political participation in Pakhtun

society

lll.



1.4 Research questions

i. What are the various socio-cultural factors that affect women

participatio n in P akhturz Society?

ii. What are the various economic factors that affect

particiPation in Pakhtun societY?

political

women political

1.5 l{ypotheses

l. There is an association between socio-cultural factors and women political participation.

(a) Higher the education of women higher will be the women political participation in

Pakhtun societY

(b) The restricted mobilitY

participation

of women in Pakhtun society adversely influence political

(c) The better the economic status of family better will be the political participation of

women in Pakhtun societY.

1.6 Significancc of the StudY

This study is significant in many ways as it focuses to find socio-cultural and economic

barriers that inhibit women political participationin Pakhtun society. There women have been

completely ignored in the field of politics. The higher prevalence of male domination in Pakhtun

society mostly discourages women participation in politics. There are several incidences in past

and even the recent local body's election witnessed that women were not allowed to cast their

voles. This study is an effort to empirically the extent and level of participation of women in

different political activities. The study will also document various socio-cultural and economic

factors which restrict women participation in politics. The outcome of the study will be quite

benef-rcial for academician, researchers and policy makers'



CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITERATUIIE

2. Rcview of literaturc

Political participation has great irnportance in democratic country as due to political

participation people secure their rights. People take difl'erent meaniug liom political

participation. Therefore, various thinkers have defined political participation dif lerently. So thcre

is no universal and uniform consensus on the definition of political participation. Generally

political participation is referred to the political involvement and engagement of the people in

political activities such as voting, campaigning, contesting elections, meetings and so on.

Irolitical participation is the collection of those entire obligation and duties that is related to

political activities i.e. casting vote, campaigning for a party and joining a political party (Riley et

al,2010). Diemer (ZOl2) relates the political participation to the active involvement of the public

in thc political structure like polling vote to a particular party in election or becoming the part o1'

a political party. For instance, political participation is the engagcment and access to variorts

political activities such as casting of vote, protesting, to represent their self under the rules of a

political system (Munroe, 2002).

political participation means the engagement of people in the political activities including

voting, contesting election, campaigning, protesting, organizing meeting and etc' Political

participation simply means giving chance of equal participation to the public to participate in all

activities related to politics from polling of vote to contesting election. Similarly, on the other

hand, women political participation means active involvement of women in political activities.

For instance polling of vote, contesting election, campaigning lor a political party, attending

party meetings and participating protest. Women political participation also ref-ers to thc proccss



providing rights to the women to participate in all types of activities related to politics on equal

ground and without any discrimination (Philips, 1995:33-35). Thus, in a nutshell, women

political participation is the process in which women are given the chance of active participation

in political activities without any discrimination'

Women comprise more than half of the world population across the globe (Maccionis

2009).Women throughout the globe are the victims of gender discrimination' fhey arc lacing

discrimination everywhere in family and outside of family. Women are conlronted with the

problems like domestic violence, sexual abuse, rape, honor killing, illiteracy, work burden'

economic exploitation all over the world especially in the poor and developing countries' Thus'

it is a fact that despite the most populated gloup they have been ignored and treated

discriminately in every sphere of life. Everywhere women are far behind in various domains

such as education, economy, health and politics. This disequilibrium and injustice against

women is more severe in the developing and poor countries of the world as compared to the

developed nations. on one hand work burden of women in home and in private spheres affects

their active participation in public sphere while on the other hand views of people' traditions'

beliefs, norms, culture and male dominancy weaken the position ol women in the pgblic ald

authoritative dornain. There is a great disparity between women and men in terms ol'the right

given to them although women are more populated group in the world' It should be remembered

that development of a nation is not possible without the equal contribution of women' The role of

men and women are not similar and equal throughout the world however women are playing

their productive role in society (Dijkstra, G & Hanmer L' 1997)'

Thus, if a nation has to progress they have to provide equal opportunities of work to their

women like men. Women almost everywhere, more dominantly in the third world countries are



limited to the boundaries of home. In third world countries women have been cut off from public

sphere and engaged in the caring and raring of children and in all other domestic works' The

status of women and as well as their role is more dominantly affected by various socio-cultural

and economic f-actors. For instance: lack of education, poverty, traditional socialization, norms

and values, customs and traditions and more dominantly male dominancy especially in the

developing countries. It is a fact that women have been confined to indoor activities where their

prior tasks are the socializing, rearing and caring of the children along with thc other houschold

activitics. In cach and cvery society therc are common barricrs and various views i.c'

conscrvatism, practice of strict ptrdah system , strict culture along with women biology that

keep women away from public sphere (Qureshi and Rarieya,2007).

Further in most societies of the world, household is the world of women and the public

and political sphere is the domain of men. Women are primarily assigned the core

rcspopsibilities of the house and working in the subordinate position not only in the family but

also in the public and authoritative spheres. Similarly their subordinate and inferior position in

thc farnily further reflects outside the family. Iror instance, in education, health, economy and

political domain they are the most deprived segment of the society. Around the globe patriarchy

set up and male domination in the society which is stronger especially in the poor countrics

strictly discourage women and keep them in subordinate position in the variouts sphcres ot'lil-e.

So various socio-cultural and economic factors are thought as barricrs and the core reasons of the

deprivation and exclusion of women from public sphere. These are considered core barriers in

the way of advancement of women in all spheres of life (Bano,2009' pp'19-35)'

This deprivation of women from public and authoritative sphere and other outdoor

activities creates impediments and barriers in the way of ensuring their participation in the public
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domain. Not only socio-cultuial and economic factors are responsible foi the subordinate

position of women but the.biological difference betweeh man and woman is also responsible for

this disparity. Almost evefywhere in the world and especially in the pooi countrieS nian enjoys

more respect as compared to womah due to their strong physique. For instance women give birth

to children and due to their biological difference they are bound to perform domestic activities.

On thE othef hand men becauSe of their strcing physique and body remain engage in public

sphere and in authoritative roles and ac-tivities (Rustagi, P, 2000).

Women are tai behind in all fields of life but one of the field where women

representation is very low almost everywhere in the world is politics. They are all dver the world

having very disappointing and low participation in political activities. For instance, t'hroughout

globe, women have very less representation and most importantly thdy are completely ignored

from decision makiiig proce'is at all level (Shvedova,2005:33). NoW like other spherbs iu'Ctr as

education, schooling economy, work'place and property, women political participation has aiso

aflected by their biology and various socio-cultural and economic factors such as illitera"cy, lack'

of awdreness, norms and vilues, poverty and male dorhinancy. Similarly, culturally approved

patterns, that women has to. shoulder responsibilities and duiids in honib inakes thejr actiVe

participarion in political activities difficult (Stolle and Micheletti, 20lj). ThuS, creating

equilibrium in their work of homes and political activities is impossible. Bechuse,they face work

burdeh at home and gdt no or less time to participate in political activities. Thus such conditions

strictly disc'oirrage women participation in all those activities which are conducted outside home.

Discrimination arid unjust tfeatment against women can be reduced through their active

participation as well as representation in pblitics. But along other spheres of life, tinfortunately

womeri have vgry less and in some scicieties of the world no pirrticipation and aciess to political .

1!

10



:'

activities. However, women positive participation and representation in political activities will be

a significant and positive step towards gender equality and all discrimination faced by women in

various fields and it will be a positive step toward economic development and prosperity of the

country (Kumari and Kidwani, I 998:4).

Nadezhda Shvedova (2005) has broadly discussed challenges and problems to women

political participation under three domains. According to him, that first of all the political

structure is male oriented and it supports man more aS compared to woman' The second is

psychological problems like, lacking confidence, negative thinking of people regarding women

political participation and more importantly the socio-economic impediments like poverty, lack

ofjobs, illiteracy, and lack of awareness and work burden of women in home. Women political

participation and decision making process may be thought as one of the controversial issues

everywhere in the world especially in the poor and underdevloping nations. For instance, usually

everywhere in the world, various traditions and beliefs give leadership skills to male members of

the society which makes women inferior and subordinate from the very first time (Nagaad,

2007).

Women physique and biology also affect their political participation' Usually there are

stereotypical views all over the world that politics is masculine activity and considered

inappropriate for women. Similarly, the well known thinkers and philosophers like Plato,

Aristotle, Rousseau, Thomas Hobbes and John Locke rank woman secondary to man in all public

and authoritative sphere of life. They keep the views that woman is not fit for such roles and

activities. According to theses scholors,thinkers and philosophers politics is male oriented

activity and woman is not suitable to participate in political activities due to various reasons i.e.

social and as well as biological (Bari 2009). Thus, biology and gender of the women is also one

11



of the factors which causes gender discrimination against women in various spheres of life like

education, health, economy and especially in politics'

Women are not considered fit for politics mentally and as well as physically. Therefore,

various challenges are being faced by women with regards to their access to education, health,

economy, work place and more apparently to political participation. Thus like other social

activitics women biology and traditions and social setup make women unsuitable for political

activities too. These situations prevail in each and every society but vary in nature and intensity'

For example, these are more severe in nature in poor and conservative societies. So challenges

and problems to equal women political participation in govemance are merged with the social

and cultural pattern. The patriarchal setup and male power and control over society have

lessened women participation in political activities (Omvedt, 2005, p.a7 aQ'

Women political domain is greatly affected because of various socio-cultural, religious

and economic factors. Similarly patriarchy attitude and behavior towards women is not only

barring women from political participation but also affecting women performance in politics

hence making it unsatisfactory. Similarly, a woman who is in the politics and is getting

opportunities and having access to political participation still due to male pressure her role is not

effective. Therefore, on one hand although various measures are taken for ensuring women

political participation but on the other hand, attention is not given to the patriarchy nature of

society as well as the institutions which create inequality and problems in the way of women

political participation . Thus women are coming in political domain and also participating in

political activities but due to the prevalence of male dominancy as well as stereotyping the work,

their participation is not up to mark (NCSW,20l0)'

1.2



Socio-culturai and economic factors prevail everywhere but thesb factors has greatly

affected women political participatio'n especially in the pdor and under developing countries. In

this regard, Karl (1995) has ?nentioned various socio-cultural ahd economic factors i.e. lack of

education, illiteracy, rigid cultural, lack of jobs, religibn and socialiZation which mainiy stop

women from political participation. The issue is more severe in poor countries because of more

traditional and conservative dttitude as well as various sbcio-cultural and religious practiceS. In

r and problems in the way of their pblitical participation.

They face hurdles'and impediments first from the family. According to Muoghalu and Abrifoi

(2OlZ), women are strictly prev€nted by their husbands, brOthers and more signiftcantly f.om

their parents from entering into the authoritative sphere. In Nigeria due to severe m6lb

dominancy, most olthe Nigerian women are agreed with ihe traditional structure and accept their

subordinate ind inferio, poiirion in the society. They consider politics the game of male una tn.y

do not cohsider women fit for taking participation in political activities (Ngara, et al, 2013),

Likewise, various religious practices aS well as misinterpretation of religious teachings

also keep Nigerian women restricted to the boundaries of horne. For exatnple, giving stress on

purdah system in Nigeri.a keeps women away from the political particip:ation even they are riot

allowed to poll h vote or become part of any political campaign frwankwo and Surma, 2008).

On the other hand tradition and culture makes politics more mas'culine activity and thus exciude

women sggments frbm the domain of politics. For instance it is more difficult for womeh to

move and speak in pubiic spaces and bear in mind that these entire things are compulsory parts

of the politics ahd these things are not considered legitimate in various tiaditional societies of

Africa (Tripp,200l). Over all the traditions of Nigerian societies discourage women roie and

.\ participation in Politics.
:Y

$:

\
t2

L3

I

I

I

1

I

I

I

I

I

I

I



Religion in other societies also creates obstacles in the way of women political

participation and prevents them to involve in male oriented activities because of their beliefs' In

this rcgard, various norms and beliefs are attached with women social and political spherc in

various societies of the world. For example, in Burmese society women are not allowed to ctitcr

into the authoritative sphere because they think that their entrancc is considered a thrcat to urale

member because women in this society is considered spiritually lower than their male counter

parts (Belak, 2OO2). Thus various traditions, norms and values, misinterpretation of religious

teachings and belief's cause low level of participation of women in political activities'

fhe situation becomes more severe with the addition of economic factors. No one can

deny the fact that a sound economic status of women increascs their level of participation in

politics but on the other hand economic factors and poor economic position of women also affect

their political participation. In this regard, due to severe poverty and lack of financial resources,

i,flalion and lack ofjobs, Nigerian women do not have representation in politics. Probably 90

percent women in Nigeria is living under the line of poverty so such situation creates problcm

apd challengcs in their way of political participation (Ngara ct al,20l3)' Lack ol- econonric

rcsources, poverty and unemployment of women is also a signilicant resistancc in the way ol'

women political participation. Women in contrast to men face morc severe economic issues' Iror

example, women have no access to property, and their unequal approach to other economic

asscts ,-rake it dilflcult for them to be involved in political activities Q'{agaad, 2007)'

Socio-cultural factors also affect women political participation throughout the globe' For

cxample, women remain engage in home tasks and get less time to participate in outdoor

activities. In Kenya, mainly people's views and tradition, norms and values prevent women from

participation in political activities. Similarly other socio-cultural practices and activities like
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early marriages of women by their parents and having limited opportunities of education

especially higher education make women more fit for indoor activities and consider political

sphere more appropriate and suitable for male members of the society(Thomas,1994)' Similarly

in Ethiopia, a number of problems and issues are being faced by women and these problems

make difficult the access of Ethiopian approach to various public sphere and more dominantly

the political arena. Thus it can be said that majority of women in Ethiopian society do not have

any representation in the decision making process (Hora,20l4)' Further patriarchy is more

dominantly creating inequality in Ethiopian society. women face opposition from their family

male members in the way of political participation. Thus, overall patriarchy promotes the inferior

position of women in Ethiopian society (Haregewoin and Emebet, 2003)'

Women are facing a number of hurdles in their way of political participation. Problems

and challenges to women political empowerment and participation emerge from cultural

stereotypes and stereotypical views of people that women are followers not leaders also has an

impact upon women political empowerment. Thus gender roles come as a major block to women

participation in political activities. The subordinate status of women versus men is universal

phenomenon but there is a difference in the nature of the subordination across various societies'

Gender role ideology not only creates duality of femininity and masculinity but also push woman

in hierarchal structure in which female sex is less valued than male sex. For instance traditional

gender role has confined women to domestic activities such as children upbringing and

maintenance tasks. These are the primary obligations and duties of women while their

participation in politics and other outdoor activities is secondary (Center for social Research,

tege).
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Patriarchy and male dominancy has always created gcnder disparity everywhere in

society. Patriarchy is a tool in some societies which is used to dominate women' Patriarchy is a

social system of male domination which promotes and creates an environment where no doubt

men are privileged (Eisenstein 1984). According to Adrienne Rich, Patriarchy is a familial-

social, ideological, political structure in which men by force, direct pressure or through ritual'

tradition, law, and language, customs etiquette, education, and the division of labor' determine

what part women shall or shall not play in which the female is everywhere subsumed under the

male. Women in most part of the world are not enjoying the basic rights due to various due to

rnale domination in public sphere. For instance women are less hcalthy, less educated ald

completely ignored in politics. Thus the status and position of womcn not only in the lamily but

also in the society is not satisfactory but are discriminated (Tisdell,2002)'

In pakistan it is a fact that women are dealt with a number of challenges and problems in

the public sphere such as education, economy and more importantly political one' Thcre is a

clear and dominant disparity in various fields of life. Women in contrast to men lace more

difficulty in various fields. Therefore, Pakistan is among the countries where gender disparity

and discrirnination in all fields of life is apparent. According to the latest repo( of the United

Nations Dcvelopment programs Pakistan stands at 123 out of 148 in 2012 Gender Inequality

Indcx (Malik,20l3). In Pakistan women are not allowed to enter in thc public spherc and have

been deprived from their basic rights as Pakistan has been declarcd one of the worst place lbr

women in the world as it ranks 134 out of 135 countries (Yartey, 2012). It is a fact that various

measures and legislations have been made for making women empowered but unfortunately

these legislations and mcasures are only confined to paper. Women in Pakistan are struggling in

each and evcry lleld and various problems and challenges barring their development in the field
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of education, work, economy as well as politics' Therefore women remained the victim of

inequality and have been excluded from the public domain (Bhattachatya'2014)'

Further clue to unequal treatment of women, they deprive liorn various rights like

education, employment, property and so on. In addition there are a number of socio-cultural and

economic factors like illiteracy, lack of awareness, culture, patriarchy and religion behind

women subordinate and inferior position. Illiteracy and low literacy throw out women lrom their

social activities especially from politics. It also makes women weaker rvith regards economy

which strengthens male power. Further these factors also cause low participation in their

political, econornic and social activities. Women rights are exploited and violated' Thus' in

pakistan women are experiencing disadvantages and discrimination liom the time they bom'

This situation has caused social and economic dependency of women which in turn enstlre malc

dominancy in society. Further due to male domination gender disparity is crcated in society' At

early age ol. life femalc child is treated ditferently. She suffered tiom discrimination from the

vcry start in a family. For instance; the female child receives less food, less access to education

and less health care with contrast to male child (Kazmi,2005:94).

Woman in pakistan is the victim of gender inequality first in the family and then in the

society. This is in the socialization of the female child that she is for home and face restriction

and challcngcs from family on their movement outside home. Various norms and values'

tradition and more dominantly observation of strict purclah system make women participation in

the authoritative activities difficult. For instance, due to the prevalcnce ol ptu'clafi, wonten nrainll'

remain at the home in pakistan. ln this regard, in some parts of the province o1'the Punjab due

the observance of purdahwomen movement outside home is very low (Sathar and Kazi,2000)'

Thus, such conditions make women exposure to public sphere difficult which resultantly make
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them subordinate in the society. That is the reason that various socio-cultural and economic

obstructions and impediments keep majority of Pakistani women away from public roles and

tasks (Jabeen andJadoon, 2009).

women in Pakistan are completely ignored in the political aspect' Politics is male

oriented activity in Pakistani society because one will find very limited participation of women

in politics. No doubt various measures have been taken for the encouragement of women in the

field of politics. For instance, the type of local body government was started in March 2000' and

one third i.e. 33 percent scats were specified for womcn at the tehsil, union council and districts

lcvcl. Br"rt due to male dominancy and othcr socio-cultural and economic factors women faced

various obstacles and discriminate attitude tiom the society especially in traditional society' In

this connection, according to FarzanaBari, this plan was successful in modcrn and urban socicty

it does not work in the traditional society where patriarchy dominates (Bari,2009)'

Thus, patriarchy is one of the dominant social systems ol' Pakistani socicty and this

syslem rcstricts women freedom and conf-rnes women to domestic duties. women in the family

due to various means like violence and illiteracy arc subordinate to men. The subordination

position of women with the passage of time is extending to various fields and more significantly

their political life. There are societies where women participation of voter is also not possible

due to the traditions and patriarchy. overall, the entire patriarchal attitude toward women first in

the family and later in the public spherc more specifically in thcir participation in political

activities is one of the core obstructions in Pakistani society (McCarthy and Sultana,2004)'

Furthcr, due to such patriarchal setup there is a great disparity bctwcen fcnralc and male

not only in political sphere of life but also in the field cducation, employment, decision making'

controlling the resources and access to health facilities. Even they lace disparity irr side family'
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Iror exampre, women have been treated discriminately in terms of their education right, health,

property and more significantly in political right. Similarly when women enter politics in such

strong patriarchal setup, they are unable to play their actual role rather they play their role on

men,s term. Thus male control on politics and women subordinate position due to various f'actors

affect women active participation in political activities. various socio-cultural and economic

factors like rigid culture, norms and values, male dominancy, limitation on women movetnent'

honor and poverty cause discrimination and unjust behavior with women and exclude them from

authoritative sphere such as education, health and more dominantly politics (women in Pakistan

report, 2000).

In pakistani society especially in Pukhtun society, therc is a huge disparity between male

and lemale almost in every domain of life. women are more deprived lrom their basic rights but

as far as their political right is concerned they are completely ignored in this regard' Even they

have no right and acccss to cast their vote. ln Pukhtun society women are not given the right to

involve in various political activities (Bose and Rossi,l983). Now various lactors have been

associated with this deprivation of women liom their political right in Pukhtun society such rigid

culture, male dominancy, purdah system, and traditions. On the other hand ,overall Pakistan is a

patriarchy society in all aspects i.e. social, economic, politics, health and in education, but this is

more severe in intensi ty rn Pukhtrzn society. Parents like to provide good education to their male

as they deem to investment. Because in such conservative and backward society parents consider

the,r their support in the last days of their age. on the other hand things do not comc in the favor

of women because in such traditional society women face troubles and difficulties and that's why

they have no access to health, education and more dominantly to politics and therefbre women in

such society become socially paralyzed.
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ln Pukhtun soCiety, due to patriarchal nature, womeh are provided with fewer chances to

acquire propdrty, havirig no dcceSs to education, health facilitie!, and work especially in the rural

areas and more significantly, they'have no access and opportunities to partiiipate in politics' In

their routine life womeh do not have their own choice and goals buf work and respond to the

needs and demands of others. A won-ran is mostly considered the honor of the homc and

therefore they are not allowed to work outside of home. In such traditional and consen'ative

societies women entry to public places and their involveme.nt in the political' activities is

consideied threat to theii family life. In Pukhtun society, the foremost task and duti'of womah is

that of wifd and mother which is only extended to the circle of their homes: Other activities in

such traditional societies especially political one is in the third category for them (Matland,

2004).

In ?ukhtun society oi Khyber Pukhrunkhwa, the feudal set up as well 'as strong irale

dominancy is a great threat,to women political participation. Even women ar'e not allowed to poll'
',

a votc. Ih some districtls 6f Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, such as Sawabi, Swat and more importantly in .

Dir districts women face sdvere restrictions and impediments from society. They are prcvehted

on socio-Cultural grounds as ihe values, norms, traditions do not allow them to pdrticipate in

political activities. Siinilarly, due to the patriarchy nature of Pukhttin society, eSpecially in

Malakand division, women are strictly limited to the boundaries of theit h<jme. For inStance in '

Swabi, Swat and Dir women strictly prevented from polling vote. Further in Malakand divisioir,

womeir are preVented from participation in political activities on religi6us ground. itl ttils

connection, religious scholars do socidl boycott of the women who contest elcction or even who

poll tlre vote (Bano ,2009).
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Similarly in Pukhtun society, like farnily, the feudalistic system is also a threat to women

political participation. The famous words of the Pukhtun language i.e. Zar, Zan, Zqmeen

(Money, Women and Land) is considered the roots of all evils in the society' These local words

of pukhtun language are always used against women and favor the status of men and resultantly

promote gender disparity and gender discrimination in society (Ali and Gavino 2008:202)'

women in pukhtun society are restricted to home and their mobility outside home is prohibited

because of the socio-cultural lactors and due the fear of labeling social stigma. Women who go

outside homc face problems from society and even liom lamily and it should be rerlembered

that political participation is a public sphere activity. Similarly norms, values and strict and rigid

culture and mare dominancy push women away from authoritative spheres (lsran and

Isran,2gl2). various challenges and issues that women face in Pukhtun society are a threat to the

respect of their family and that's the reason those women remain confined to the walls of home'

ptrkhtun traditions, norms and values based on pukhrunwali strictly prohibit political

participation of womenin PukhtuLr society (Nar, Ibrahim and Ahmad,2012:167)'

In traditional society family honor is linked with the women. woman in such society has

more respects when she lives under the walls and boundaries of home. Similarly strict lturduh

system is observed and followed in the society by women which ultimately comes a hr'rrdle and

obstacle in the way of their participation in thc political activities. For example, in casc of going

outsidc home, she has to cover herself completely fiom head to leet (South Asian fbr Human

Right, 2009:5). ln pukhtun society, due to such restrictions and tradition women do not get equal

approach to participate in political activities and face hurdles and impediments in the way of

their participation of political activities (Bose and Rossi, 1983). Multiple factors in Pukhtun

society pronlote discrimination against women not only in politics but also in education, health
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and work place. The most important factors that affect women political participation are

illiteracy, male dominancy, strict purdah system, strict culture, norm and values'

misinterpretation of religious teachings, economic instability of women and stereotypical

opinions of people regarding women.
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2.2 Theoretical Frainework

, 
Theoletical framework is ofle of the significant parts of the reSearch process. The pr6seht

study has its roots in feminist theories. Theie a.e diiferent ferninist theories about women

empoWerment but liberal,feminism supports the current study. 
, 

"

2.2.1 LibcralFeminisrff

Feminist ideblogies have not of the recerit einergence'but it ib a quite long history, The

main aim of rhe feminism is that wo'men Subordination can'be questioned. Liberal feminism

wands the equal access-of'women'to vafious public doinains and strictly discorirage's u*nequal

treAtmeirt on the basis of gender. Friedan (1981) also supported the idea that sodiety sl-rould

make continuous effort to reduce th-e gender gap a,nd to develop more human social system.

Similarly to reduce gender ihequality, liberal.feniinism suggestS planned actions like mobilizing
*t

+

existing political changes chanhels for change "developing equal ecbncimic opportunities. Thd

founder of liberal feminism is considereil to be Mary Wolsten Craft. Flowever, most of the woik
i,

of li6dtalism.in the past iS associated to John Locke, David Hume, Jeremy Benthan, arid John

Stuaft Mill,lt is also called equalitariah or mainstream feminism.

Gender inequality is ihe result of rnale dominancy and sexist way of the ciivision of labor

in Society ( Ititzer, 2000). Thus, it nieans that liberal feminism demands the elimiiration bf

sexism that leads and causes gender inequality. Similarly, liberai feminism accepts the existing

set up of the society but want tb expand the circle of the rights of wonreh. The liberal l'eminism

wants the implementation oi gender balan-cb law and also lay stfess that wonlen should have

equal chzince of access to these laws. Liberal feminism agrees with the existing setup-as said-by

Jagger (1993) that liberal" feminism does not want ariy .hung. in the^structure of baSic

organization. Maiy Woilstonecraft iSas -focused basically bir the Oradication of institutional bias

"i
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and implementation of gender balanced law because in history across the globe all the laws are

male dominated and worked to protect masculine interests.

The above mentioned theory shows that women have similar problems everywhere in

society. The current study has focused on the political participation of the worrlerl; This study has

conducted in the conservative and traditional society where women have no access to political

sphere. Mostly the laws and norms are male oriented and keep the women inferior and

subordinate. Women in Pukhtun society are not allowed to cast vote or participate in any

political activities. The culture of pukhtun society and norms and rules do not support and

enco,rage women participation in political activities. The liberal feminism also wants equal

flexibility in the mind of people toward women as well as implementation of gender balanced

laws. The basic phirosophy of liberal feminism is that gender inequality is the outcome of

patriarchy and sexiest pattern of division of labor. rn pukhtun society, these two things are

dominant. women are confined to indoor activities and are deprived from the public domain

which leads to gender discrimination in pukhtunsociety. Thus the liberal feminism is adopted to

clarify and support the current problem'
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2.3 Conceptual Framework of the Study

Independent Variables

J

Background Variables

B. Women Political
ParticiPation

r Vote Casting
. Contesting
. Campaigning
r Polling agent

A. Social factors
r Illiteracy
o Awareness
o Socialization
o Work Load
. Early Maniages
. Gender disparity
o Gender

Segregation
o Women AutonomY
o Restricted

MobilitY
o Access
o Decision making

B. Cultural factors
o Patriarchy
o Traditions
e Rigidity
o Norms and Values
r Stereotypes
. Religiosity
o Strict Purdah

SYstem

C. Economic factors
o Poverty
o Dependency
r Economic

autonomY

. Age
o Education
r Income
o Family type

Figure-l ConcePtual Frome work
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 McthodologY

Methodology means rules, procedures and guidelines for conducting a particular research

study. The main concern of the present study was to find out socio-culturar and economic factors

which affect women political participation. The present study was conducted in three Tehsils of

Dir districts of Khyber pukhtunkhwa and further three colleges of Dir districts was taken into

consideration to delimit the area. Total sample size of three hundred and forty two (342)

represents was selected from three colleges of the Tehsils of districts Lower Dir and Upper Dir

namely Government Girls Degree College Samrbagh, Government Girls Degree College

Timergara and Government Girls Degree College Dir having sample of 39' 214 and 89

respectively. The selected sample was taken from the total population of 2370 (265+1485+620)'

proportionate random sampling technique was used to draw the sample from the total population

of three colleges. The interview schedule was designed having both open and closed cnded

questions for data collection. The data further analyzedthrough Statistical Package for the Social

Sciences by using frequencies, percentages in uni-variate analysis' However' the bi-variate

analysis has been used for testing the proposed hypothetical statement with application of

logistic regression.

3.2 Quantitativc rcsearch approach

This study is quantitative in nature and the data has been analyzed in the form of tables'

Similarly, the data is presented in frequencies and percents' Apart from discussion' the bi-variate

analysis has been made and the hypotheses have been tested with the help of rogistic regression.
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3.3 Research design

The present study is quantitative in nature and thus quantitative research design is used

by the researcher. 'fhe interview schedule was constructed having both open and closed ended

questions for the collection of data'

3.4 Universe of the studY

In research activity selection of the area is of great importance. In research, universe is a

place where data is collected. The universe of the current study is three colleges i.e. Governmenl

Girls Degree College, Samarbagh, Government Girls Degree College' Timergara and

Government Girls Degree College, Dir of Dir districts Khyber Pukkhtunkhwa'

3.5 Population of the studY

The term population means the aggregate or totality of all individuals or objects'

population for the current study was students of Government girls degree colleges of Dir districts

Khyber Pukhtunkhwa namely Government Girls Degree college, Samarbagh , Government Girls

Degree college, Timergara and Government Girls Degree college, Dir.

3.6 Sample of the studY

A sample is a finite part of statistical population whose properties are studied to gain

information about the whole, while dealing with people, it can be a set of respondents (people)

selected from a large population for the purpose of survey'

Total sample size of three hundred and forty two (342) was selected from three colleges

of the Tehsils of districts Lower Dir and upper Dir namely Government Girls Degree college

Samrbagh, Government Girls Degree college Timergara and Government Girls Degree college

Dir having sample of 3g, 214 and gg respectively. The researcher selected the sample from the

mentioned colleges through TARO YAMMNEE formula'
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Colleges Proportionatc Formula* Proportionatc

Govt.Girls Degree College Dir

UPPer

62012370 x342 nr=89

Govt.Girls Degree College

Timergara

148512370x342 nz:214

Govt. Girls degree College

Samarbagh

26512310x342 ng=39

oPortion PoPulation' N= total PoP'

The sample size of three hundred and forty two (342) was selected from three colleges of

the Tehsils of districts Lower Dir and Upper Dir namely Government Girls Degree college

Samrbagh, Government Girls Degree College, Timergara and Government Girls Degree College'

Dir having sample of 39, 214 and 89 respectively. The selected sample was taken from the total

population of 2370 (265+1485+620). The sample size was then drawn from the population of

two thousand three hundred and seventy students by using Taro Yamani formula'

According to Taro Yamnee Formula the Sample Size was as fallows,

Ni: NI+N2+N3

Ni:620+1495+265:2370

\r
n - 1+,rF

n: 237011+2370(0.05)2

n:342

nftn21-14: J{)

Where, n sample size, N total population margin of error (0'05)

-fhe estimated sample size for this study is 342 by applying proportionate sampling technique'
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3.7 Sampling frame

A sampling frame is a list of all the sampling units in a population' The sample frame for

the current study is three colleges i.e. Government Girls Degree College, Samarbagh,

Government Girls Degree College, Timergara and Government Girls Degree College, Dir of Dir

districts Khyber Pukkhtunkhwa

3.8 Sampling Procedure

The samPling

size and collects data

proportionate samPle

procedure refers to the process by which the researcher selects the sample

from that sample size using stratified random sampling techniques where

was drawn from each college on the basis of proportion of girls students'

I
N,

F

3.9 Rcsearch Instrument

The interview schedule was designed in which both open and close ended questions were

developed on different variable of the study for data collection'

3.10 Data collection

The interview schedule was used for the collection of data. The data was collected on

every Monday. Mostly the respondents were questioned during their off time'

3.ll Data analYsis

After the collection of data, it was carefully entered into software known as Statistical

Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). The data further analyzed using frequencies' percentages in

uni-variate analysis. Similarly, the bi-variates analysis has been used for testing the proposed

hypothetical statement with application of logistic regression.
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3.12 Delimitation of research

The researcher delimits the research considering its scope, resources and time as well'

The current study was confined to three colleges of dir districts.

; 3.13 Statistical techniques

A statistical technique has been used for analyzing the data. Both descriptive and

inferential statistic has been used. Uni-variate data was analyzed through the help of descriptive

statistics while Bi-variate data was analyzedthrough inferential techniques'

3.13.1 Mean

The sum of observation divided by the number of observation in a given data set is called

Mean value. In descriptive stats Mean is the type of uni-variate data analysis. In the present study

Mean was calculated by using following formula'

sumof observationmean=ffi

3.13.2 Binary Logistic regression

Binary Logistic regression is a technique in inferential statistics which is used to estimate

the probability of a binary response based on one or more independent variable. Logistic

regression finds the relationship between dependent variable and one or more than one

independent variable.
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3.14 Operationalization

Operationalization is an important step in research. By operationalization we mean the

measurement of concept and variable, that how to measure the variables of researcher's concept

and interest. In the present study following are the dependent variable, independent variables and

background variables. Major variables have been operationalized in the forthcoming paragraphs.

Age

Age is the physical and mental growth of an individual over a period of time. [t is to be

considered an important research variable. In this study respondents were asked in following

way.

Age of the respondent (complete years)

After data collection different age categories were designed for data analysis

Up to l8

t9-20

2t-22

Above22

Education

Education is the process of learning knowledge, skills, values and beliefs'

After data collection the education of the respondents has been categorized. As the respondents

were the students of Govemment Girls Degree Colleges i.e. Girls degree college, Samarbagh,

Girls Degree College, Timergara and Girls Degree College Dir of Districts Upper Dir and Lower

Dir, so the categories have been formed in the following way

i. Intermediate

ii. Bachelor
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Social -cultural and economic factors

In the present study social factors impede women political participation. These variables belong

to independent variables. The social factors have been explored through the following

statements.

! Social factors

. Illiteracy creates barrier to women political participation

o Lack of awareness is the main barrier to women political participation

. Higher work load prevent women from political participation

o No involvement of women in decision making affects women political participation

. Early marriages lessen women political participation

. Gender discrimination causes hurdle to women political participation

o Traditional socialization restricts women from political participation

Cultural factors

. In the present study, independent variable has a greater effect on the dependent variable' Cultural I

factors impede women political participation. This independent variable has been explored with

the help of the following statements'

. Male dominancy creates banier to women political participation

. Strict Purdah system restricts women from political participation

. Cultural interpretation of religion creates hurdles to women political participation

o PukkhtuLr traditions affects women political participation

. Local norms create impediments to women political participation

Political particiPation
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Economic factors

This independent variable has explored through the following statements'

o poverty creates hurdles for women to participate in political participation

. Economic dependency of women on men affects women political participation

o Unemployment of women is a barrier in the way of women political participation

o Inflation creates obstacles in the way of women political participation

Potitical participation

This is dependent variable in the current study. It has been measured through the following

indicators.

o Casting vote

o Contesting election

o Campaigning

. Work as polling agent
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CHAPTER FOUR

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Data analysis is the logical method of breaking down thing or concept into its component

parts for the purpose of casting its meaning; it is the process of separating the parts of an idea,

showing their relationship with each other and the process of making the whole idea. In addition,

this chapter comprises two portions; the first phase comprises of descriptive statistics, where the

data has been analyzed inthe form of frequency and percentages' Besides, the second phase of

analysis comprises on inferential statistics where the hypotheses is tested, using bivariate

analysis focusing on logistic regression test.

4.1 Uni-Variate Data AnalYsis

Table 4.1: Distribution of the respondents regarding District, Tehsil, age and family

monthly income of the ResPondents

Table 4.1 shows the district and tehsil where colleges were situated. The data further

reveals that majori ty (74%) of the respondents was selected from district Lower Dir,26o/o of the

respondents had been taken from the tehsil Dir of the districts Upper Dir. Further 11.4o/u and

62.6% of the respondents were taken from the Tehsils of Lower Dir i.e Samarbagh and

Districts of the rcsPondents
Frcquencl PcrccntagcS.NO Name of Districts

I Lower Dir 253 14.0

ll Upper Dir 89 26.0

Total 342 100.0

Tehsi of the Collcges

S.NO Name of Tehsils Frcquency Percentage

I Samarbagh (Lower Dir) 39 t1.4

il Timargara (Lower Dir) 214 62.6

lll Dir (Dir Upper) 89 26.0

Total 342 100
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Timargara respectively. Twenty Six.percent of the respondents had

Dir of the districts Upper Dir.

been taken frorh the Tehsil

i
f.,

Table 4.2: Distributiofr of the resp<indents regarding their Age and family rnonthly income

Ase of the rcstrondehts
S.NO Ase of thc rcspondcnts in complcte years Frc0ricncv -Pcrccnta('e

Up to 18 57 t6.6

il 19.20 r53 44.8

l 21-22 l 16 34

22+ l6 4.1

'fotal 342 100

Mean: 20.13 Standard deviatioh. : 1.549

S.NO Family incomO df the rqSPo'ndeits FreqUency Pefcentage

LesS than 30000 6 4.7

30000-50000 86 54.4',

5000 I -70000 l9 34.8

70000+ 2t 6.2

Total 342 100

Standartl dcviation l.! 32Q6.759

-1
l:'

Table 4.2 reveals the age and monthly tamily income of the respondents. The data

illustrate le'ss than half of the respondents (aa.8%) were in the age category of l9-20 yeafs, while

34Y" ofthe reSpondents were in the age group 2l-22 yeais. The table further shows lhat i6.6 %

of the.r[sponderits were up to 18 year, whereas a small portion (+.lVr1was above 18 yehr of age:

i'lre mean (avefage) age of the respondents was 20.13 years while standard deviation=was 1.549.

- This table also gives data tin the monthly income of the respondenis. The datll reVeal that

more than half of the respondents (54.4%)had monthly iniome o[Rs,30000-50000 whereas

more than' one third i.e; 34.8% wer'e getting Rs. 50001.70000 per month. The iable also

iepreseiits tliat 6.2o/o of rthe respondents were getting total monthly income iibove Rs.70000

whereas a snrall porlion of the respondents @.7%) were having leSs than Rs. 30000 monthly

incomes froni all the nieans.. The riiean income of the respondents was 52377.19 while the

standard deviation was 13436.758.
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I'ersonal monthly income
S.NO Pcrsonal monthly income of the respond Frequency Pcrccntage

Nill 329 96.2

lt Less than 25000 5 1.5

ill 25000-30000 8 2.4

Total 342 100.0

M"r" t 23900 Standard deviation : 3338'662

Job of he rcspondents

S.NO Workine Status of the resPondents F'rctl uency Pcrccntage

I Employed l3 3.8

il Unemployed 329 96.2

Total 342 100

Place f the .iob
S.NO Scctors Frcquency Pcrcentage

Public sector 12 3.5

ll Private sector 1

a
.J

lll None 329 96.2

Total 342 100

Mcan : 4.85 Standard deviation : .753

Table 4.3: Distribution of the respondents regarding their personal monthly income, job,

and place ofjob.

Table 4.3 reveals personal monthly income of thc respondents. The data furtl-rcr

demonstrates that high rnajority of the respondents (96.2oh) were having no monthly income and

only 2.4o/o had extremely high personal monthly income ranged from Rs, 25000-30000. fhe table

also indicates that a small portion of the respondents i.e.l.5Yohad monthly income less than 25

rupees. The mean income of the personal monthly income o1'the respondent was 23900 whilc the

standard deviation was 3338.662.

The data in the mentioned table furlher reveal the job status of the respondents. In this

regard, high majority of the respondents (96.2%) had no job because they were students

however, only 3.8% of the respondents had their jobs.

The data in the table further demonstrates the place of the jobs of the respondents. In this

connection high majority of the respondents i.e. 96.2% had no association with any sector
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however 3.5o/o of the respondents were working in the public scctor and a negligible portion

(.3%) \ rerc associatcd with privatc sector.
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Lcvel of education of the respondents

S.NO Education of the rcspondents Frequency Percentage

Intermediate t27 31.1

ll Baclrelor 215 62.9

Total 342 100

Mean z 12.78 Standartl dcv ation : 1.183

llespondent's fathcr educational levcl

S.NO Ilespondcnt's father etlucational Icvcl Frcqucncy I>crccntage

llliterate 46 I 3.s

ll Prirnary t66 48.5

lll Middle 68 r9.9

tv Matric 38 l1.l

Intermediate l4 4.1

vl Bachelor 5 1.5

vll Master 5 1.5

Total 342 100.0

lVf oq <oR Standard dcviation z 3.747

llcspondcnt's mothcr cducational lcvel

S.NO Ilcsrrondent's mother cducational lcvel l'rcq ucncY I)erccntagc

Illiterate 172 s0.3

lt Prirnary r30 38

lll Middle 22 6.4

Metric l0 2.9

Intermediate 3 0.9

vl Bachelor J 0.9

vll Master I 0.3

Total 342 100

Mcan: 2.16 Standard dcviation : 3.111

S.NO llesnondcnt's husband cducational lcvcl Frccluency Percentage

I Unmarried 28t 82.2

II Prirnary 5 1.5

lil Middle 4 t.2

lv Metric t7 5

Interrnediate l0 2.9

VI Bachelor t9 5.6

vll Master 6 1.8

Total 342 100

Mcan : 2.04 Stantlard dev tion : 4.598

Table 4.4: Distribution of respondcnts regarding their education, father's educational

level, mother's education and husband's educational level

SofthereSpondents..flredatalurthershowtha1

maiority of the respondent s (62.9%) had marked their qualification as bachelor while 37 .\Yo of
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the respondents had intermediate qualification. The mean of education levelwasl2.78 whereas

the standard deviation was I .l 83.

The above table also demonstrates educational level of the respondent's father' The data

show that little less than half i.e.48.5% had primary education and l9'9% had marked their

father qualification's level up to middle. The data also show that l3'5% of the respondents

marked their father,s education as illiterate and l1.l had educated metric while 4-lohhad rnarked

intermediate qualification. The data further illustrate that only l.5Yohad marked their father's

education level as Bachlor while 1.5%hadmarked their father's educational level as master''fhe

mean educational level was 5.08 while the standard deviation was 3'747 '

The data in the table further demonstrate the respondent's mother educational level' In

this connection half i.e.50.3oh had marked their mother's education level as illiterate and 38%

marked their mother's educational qualification up to primary level' The data also reveal that

6.4o/o ofthe respondent's mothers were literate up to middle and 2.9%owete matriculated while

09% hadeducation up to intermediate. The data also show that O.9Yo had marked their mother's

educational level as bachelor whereas only 0.3% of the respondent had marked master as their

mother's educational qualification. The mean educational level was 2'16 while the standard

deviation was 3.1 I l.

The data further demonstrate husband's qualification of the respondents. In this regard,

the data show that 5.6% qualified up to bachelor and five percent were matriculated' The data

also represent that 2.9%hadmarked intermediate education of their husband while l'8% had

marked graduation. The data also indicate that 1.5% had primary education whereas 1'Zohhad

qualification up to middle. The mean educational level was 2.04 while the standard deviation

was 4.598.
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'fable 4.5: Distribution of the respondents regarding their marital status, husband's occupation,

family type and familY members.

Table 4.5 reveals data on the marital status of the respondents. l'he data further shor'v that

majority of the respondent s (82.2%) were unmarried because the respondents were students

wlrile 17.8% were married.

The data in thc table also illustrate occupation of the respondent's husband. lt shows that

majority (52.2%) of the respondents were unmarried because the respondents were students' It

also reveals that 6.4o/o of the respondent's husband wcre running their own business attd 4'4'h

Ilosnonrlrlnt's marital status

S.NO Marital status of the resPondcnts Frcquency Pcrccntagc

Sineal 281 82.2

ll Married 6l 17.8

Total 342 100

Rcspondcnt's husband o9r!P3ti9,
S.NO Occupation Frcquency Percentaqc

I Unmarried 281 82.2

lt Govt Ernployee ll .t./.

lll Private Job l5 4.4

IV Business 22 6.4

Labor l3 3.8

Total 342 100.0

Mean: 908.48 Standa

tvDc

Type of thc familv

'd deviation : 4619.6

Frcquency

4

Famil
S.NO Percentagc

Joint Famih 330 96.5

ll Nuclear Family 1t ).2

lll Extended Farnily .3

Total 342 100

Iiamil.
S.NO

membcrsffi Frcquency Pcrccnlagc

l,ess than 5 9 2.1

5-10 39 I 1.5

lll lt-15 253
1,1

l5+ 4l l2

Total 342 100

Mcan : 12.77 Standard deviation : 2.863
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had private jobs. The data also represent that 3.8% of the respondent's husband were labor

whereas only 3.2Yowere having govemment jobs'

The table further reveals data regarding the family type of the respondents. In this regard,

majority of the respondents (96.5%) was living in joint family system while 3'2o/o of the

respondents were living in nuclear family and a negligible portion (.3%) was living in extended

family.

The table also gives information about the family members of the respondents. The data

show that majority of the respondents i.e. 74% had ll-15 family members while 12%

respondents had above 15 family members. The data in the table also show that ll5%

respondents had family members ranges from ll-15 whereas only 2.7% of the respondents had

less than five family members. The mean calculated value was 1237 while the standard

deviation was 2.863.
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Family political affiliation
S.NO I')olitical afliliation of the family Frequency Pcrcentaqe

I PML(N) t0 2.9

PTI 55 l6.l

JI t84 53.8

iv JUr(F) l9 5.6

ANP 25 7.3

VI PPP 42 12.i

vll QWP 7 2.0

Total 342 100.0

Performancc of the political party

S.NO Pcrformance in thc arca Frcquency Pcrcentaqc

PMr-(N) l0 2.9

ll PTI 55 l6.l

ill JI 184 53.8

iv JUI(F) l9 5.6

ANP 25 7.3

VI PPP 42 12.3

vll QWP 1 2.0

Total 342 100

Pollin
S.NO

vote
Casting of vote Frcquency l'crcentage

Never 295 86.3

il Once 46 r 3.5

llt Twice .3

Total 342 100

Partic nation of thc familv membcr as a canditla e

S.NO Contcsting elcction Frccluency Pcrccntagc

Yes t8 5.3

No 324 94.1

Total 342 100

Table 4.6: Distribution of the respondents regarding their tamily political atlliation,

performance of the party, polling vote and participation of their family member as candidate'

Table 4.6 reveals family political affiliation of the respondents. The data show that morc

than half i.e. 53.8% were having family political affiliation with .ll and 16.1o/o were alfiliatcd

with pTI.'fhe data also indicate that 12.3% of the respondents have shown their family political

afflliation with pl,p while 7.3yo had marked their family political background as ANP. 'fhc data

further show thar 5.6yo had told their family political affiliation with JUI (F), 2.9o/o were

affiliated with PML (N) whereas only Zohwere alfiliated with QWl'}(Qaumi watan party)'
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The table also shows data on the performance and contribution of the political party' In

this connection, more than half of the respondents (53.8%)hadappreciated the work of JI, l6'1%

reported PTI as better political party in terms of performance while l2'3% of the respondents had

declared ppp as better political party for the area. The data also show that 7.3Yo of the

respondents were in the favor of ANP, 5.6% marked JUI(F), 2'9% told PML(N) as better

political party while only 2%oof the respondents encouraged the work of QWP'

The table further shows data regarding vote casting of the respondents. It shows that

majority of the respondents (86.3%) never polled their vote, 135% of the total respondents

casted vote once while only0 .3Yo of the respondent casted vote two times.

The table also gives data regarding the participation of the respondent's family member

as a candidate. In this regard, majority of the respondentsi.e.g4.TVo told their family member

never contested election while only 5.3% of the respondents told that their family members had

contested election.
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Table 4.7: Distribution of the respondents regarding

position in the group, her political participation in the

name of campaigned PartY.

respondent's student political group,

party in a week and camPaigning and

llcspondent's studcnt's political group
PcrcentagcS.NO Studcnt's political grouP l'rcq ucncy

I IJT 22 6.4

ll Not a pafi 320 93.6

Total 342 r 00.0

Positio in fho
Pcrcentage

S.NO Position in thc student's political group .tt rcquency

President , .9

2 .6
General secrctarY

lt Finance secretarY .3

lil None 336 98.2

Total 342 100

Time
SNO

rn rho nnliticel nartv activitics thro ughout rveck

Participation FrcqucncY Pcrcentagc

NI^ inrrnlrrerment 288 84.2

3l 9.1
ll Less than one hour

t2 3.5
lll One hour

iv Two hours 8 J.3

2 .6
Tlrree hours

.J
vl More than three hours

I 342 | 100'[otal

1 ivlcan :-5.62 Standard clcviation : t'rzq

Campeignlng lor Potttlcal PartY L-

S.NO Campaigning Frequency l-e[gcl l[a]as

3l 9.1
Yes

311 90.9
il No

342 100Total
Namc
S"N"

i^-i-r norfrr
I lllL \qllrlrqrGr.r.'E Fr.. --,

Campaigned PartY M Pcrccntage

I None 3ll 90.9

J .9
ll PTI

26 1.6

.6
lll JI

lv ANP
)

'fotal 342 Itru

Table 4.7 gives data rclated to the respondent's student political group' fl're data sl-row

that majority of the respondents i.e.93.6yo had no affiliation witl-r any students political group

while only 6.4o/oof the respondents were affiliated with IJT.
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The table also gives data about the positions of the respondents in the student's political

group. The data reveal that majority of the respondents (98.2% ) had no position in any students'

political group while only 0.9% of the respondents told their position as presidents. Similarly

0.6yo ofthe respondents marked their position as general secretary while negligible portion i'e'

.3% of the respondents was finance secretary of the student's political group.

The table further reveals data about the time given by the respondents to their political

party activities per week. The data show that majority of the respondents (8a'2%) were not

giving time to the political party's activities while 9.lYo of the respondents were working lor

their party,s aclivitics less than one hour per week. The data also indicate that 3.5% of the

respondents were giving one hour while 2.3% of the respondents were giving two hour

throughout the week. The data further indicate lhat .6oh of thc respondents were giving thrce

hours while only .3Yo of the respondents were giving time more than three hours' 'l-he mean

calculated was 5.62 while the standard deviation was 1.124.

fhe table also gives data about the campaign of the party. The data illustrate that majority

of the respondents (90.9%) were not running any campaign while only 9' 1o/o of the respondents

were running campaign for their political parties'

The table also gives information about the campaigned parties. In this regard, nrajority ol'

the respondents i.e. g0.9%were not campaigning for any party while 7'6%of the respondents

were running campaign for the JI, .9o of the respondents were campaigning for PTI' '6o/o of the

respondents were running campaign for ANP'
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l'able 4.8: Distribution of the respondents regarding their permission and support

who is more supportive to them, who resist them and handling of family matters

political participation

from family,

along with

ffi to take part in political activities

S.NO Pcrmission from familY side Frequcncy Pcrccntagc

i Yes 53 15.5

ll No 289 84.5

Total 342 100.0

I)oes l our familv sunrrort vou while working fo a political part-Y__
S.NO Q',nnnnf frnm lhp fqmilv side Frequcncy Pcrcentagc

2l 6.1

321 93.9ll No
Total 342 100

Mean: L94 Standard deviation: 'z+u

-^.^ 
srrnn^riiwrr lo vorr in vour familv?Who is

SFo l M^rr. srrnn.rrlivo in familv Frcqucncy Pcrccntage

321 93.9
None

9 2.6
ll [)arettts

I .3
lil Brother

lt )./
iv Husband

342 t00Total
Whn *i.t* r,r, from oolitical rrarticipation?

S.NO I Rcsistance from thc familv mcmbcrs Frequency 
I

Percentagc

I None 53 t).)
5n199ll Parents

Br"th"t
Hrrb.rd
'I'otal

54 r 5.8

36 10.5
lv

342 100

itical particiPationCan y

S.No

hondlrr vorrr familv mattcfs along rYtln p(,

:r.^^l--o o-d nnlilicql narticinatiOn Frcq ucncy Pcrccntage

73 21.3
I Yes

269 18.1
ll No

342 100Iotal

Table4.8displaysdataonrespondent,spermissionfromfamily.Thedatarevealthat

majority of the respondents i.e. 84.5% had no permission from their family to participate in

political activities while only l5.5oh of the respondents were allowed by their family to take

politics.

The tablc also displays data regarding tl-rc support of the lamily to the respondcnts' In this

regard, majority of the respondents i.e. 93.9% were not supported by their family while only

46



6.1% of the respondents were supported by their family. The mean calculated was l '94 while the

standard deviation was .240.

The table also gives data regarding the support from the family members to the

respondents. In this regard, majority of the respondents (93.9%) were getting no support from the

family while 3.2oh of therespondents were supported by their husband, 2'6% of the respondents

were supported by their parents whereas only .3%o of the respondents were supported by their

brothers.

The table also reveals data regarding resistance from their family members. In this

regard, more than half of the respondents i.e. 58.2% were opposed by their parents, l5'8o/o were

resisted by their brothers, ll.s%of the respondent told that they face no resistance while 10.5%

ofthe respondents faced resistance from their husband'

The table also gives data related to family work and political participation of the

respondents. In this connection, majority of the respondentsi.e. TS.TYo were of the opinion that

they cannot handle political participation along with their family matters where as only 21.3% of

the respondents hold the contrary views.
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Table 4.9: social factors affecting women political participation rn Pukhtun society

Social factors and women political participationin Pukhtun society

S.No Statcment SA A NO DA SDA 'r.F (%,) Mcan STI)

Illiteracy creates barrier to womel'l

political participation

5

(t.s)

251

(13.4)

38

(r l.l)
42

(12.3)

6

(1.8)

342

(100)

2.39 .788

ll Lack of awareness stops women

pol itical participation

34

(e.e)

266

(77.8)

12

(3.s)

29

(8.s)

I

(.3 )

342

(100)

2.11 .699

lll I-ligher work load Prevent women

frorn pol itical particiPation

l0

(2.e)

248

(72.s)

l9

(s.6)

51

( r 4.e)

14

(4.1)

342

(100)

2.45 .923

lv No involverrent in decision making

affect wotnen pol itical parlicipation

l5

(4.4)

261

(16.3)

l6

(4.7)

49

( r4.3)

I

(.3 )

342

(100)

2.3 0 .77 6

Table 4.9 reveals data on the relationship between social f'actors and women political

participatio n in pukht,n society. In this connection, majority of the respondents (73.4%) were

agreed with the statement that illiteracy creates barrier to women political parlicipation, 12'3 oh

disagreed with the statcment whereas 1l.l% of the respondents did not give any opinion' The

data furlher shows that l,g% of the respondents strongly disagreed and told that illiteracy does

not bring barriers in the way of women political participatio, while only I .5%o of the respondcnts

were strongly agreed to the statement that illiteracy creates barricr to wolrlcn political

pa(icipation. The mean calculated was 2.39 while the standard dcviation was .788. The sin-rilar

findi'g is also supported by Karl (lgg5) as he stated that lack of cducation and illiteracy create

barriers to women political participation'

The table also gives the opinion of the respondents on the statement that lack of

awareness is the main barrier to wornen political pafticipation. l'hc data shows that majority of the

rcspondents i.e.71 .8oh agreed to the statelnent that lack of awareness is the main barricr to wotrletl

politioal parlicipatiorr while 9.9Yo of the respondetrts were strongly agreed rvith it' -fhe data also

dernonstrates that 8.5% of the respondents were disagreed and '3oZ strongly disagrecd that lack of
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awareness is a barrier to women political participation and 3.50/o of the respondents did not give comment

on the statement. The mean calculated was 2.1 1 while the standard deviation was .699.

The table also displays the views of tlre respondents on statemetrt that higher work load in

lrttkhtun society prevent women from political participation. The data illustrates that majority of the

respondents (i2.5%) agreed and told that work burden of wornen in Pukhtun society prevents them from

political participation while 14.9yo of the respondents held the opposite views. Similarly tlre data further

irrdicated rhat 5.6%o of the respondents did not comment and 4.lYo of the respondents were strongly

disagreed whereas oriy 2.9Yo of the responclents were strongty agreed with the nlentioned statement'

The mean calculated was 2.45 while the standard deviation was .923. Work task at home is

considered the first priority for women while political activities arc itt thc third categor)' lor thern

(Matland,2004).

The table further proceeds with the opinion of the respondents on the statement that no

involvement of women in decision rnaking affects women political parlicipatiotr' In this regard, rnajority

oftherespondents i.e.i6.3Yoagreedwiththestatementthatnoinvolvementofwonrenindecisionrnaking

al.l.ccts their political participatior'rin Pukhtun society, 14.3% of the respondents were disagreed with the

statement whereas 4.|yo oftlre respondents did not give their opinion. The data also represents lhat4'4Yo

of the respondents were strongly agreed while .3% of the respondents were strongly disagreed with

rnentio, statement. The mean calculated was 2.30 while the standard deviation was '776' 'fhis

sirnilar finding has also been supported by Sosena and Tsehai, (2008) as they argued that in Ethiopian

society women do not have any representation in the decision rnaking process'
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Table 4.9.1: Social factors affecting women political participation in Pukhtun society

Social factors and women political participation rn Pukhturz society

S.No Statcmcnt SA A NO DA SDA T.F (',1,) Mcan STI)

I Early nrarriages Iessen women

pol itical participation

J/.

(e.4)

242

(70.8)

14

(4.1)

53

( l s.5)

1

(.3 )

342

(100)

2.27 .844

ll Gender discrirnination irnPedes

wornen political parliciPation

155

(4s.3)

146

(42.7)

10

(2.e)

30

( 8.8)

I

(.3 )

342

(100)

1.76 .891

lll Traditional socialization restricts

wornen froni political participation

t2

(3.s)

269

(78.7)

5

(t.s)

5l

( r4.e)

5

(4.1)

342

(r00)

2.32 .822

The 4.9.1 also gives data on the relationship of social factors and women political

participation. 'fhe data further demonstrates that majority of the respondents i'e' 70'8%o rvere

agreed with the statement that early marriages lessen women political participationin Pukhtun

society and 15.5% of the respondents were disagreed and told that early marriages do not afl-ect

women political participation. Similarly the data also shows thalg'4o/o of the respondents were

strongly agreed with the said statement and 4.1o/o of the respondents did not give their opinion

whereas only .3% of the respondents were strongly disagreed with the statement that early

marriages lessen women political participation in the Ptrkhtun society' The mean calculated was

2.27 while the standard deviation was .844. Early maniages of women by their parents and

having limited opportunities of education especially higher education make women rnore f-rt for

indoor activities and consider political sphere more appropriate and suitable for male membcrs of

the society(Thomas, I 99 4).

The table also gives data regarding the statement tl'rat gender discrimination causes

hurdles to women political participatio n tn PukhtuLl society' ln this rcgard, less than half of thc

respondent s i.e. 45.3%owere strongly agreed and 42.7Yo of the respondents were agreed with the

mentioned statement. The dataalso showthat 8.8% of the respondents were disagreed and2'9Yo
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remained neutral whereas only .3%o of the respondents were strongly disagreed. The mean

calculated was 1.76 while the standard deviation was .897. women are treated discriminately in

every field and are getting less privilege than male (Kazmi,200594}

The table also gives data on the opinion of the respondents about the statement that

traditional socialization restricts women from political participation in Pukhtun society' When

they were asked, majority of the respondents i.e. 78.7o/o wata agreed with the mentioned

statement and 14.9o/oof the respondents were disagreed whereas 3.5olo were strongly agreed with

the said statement. The data also represent that 1.5% ofthe respondents did not comment while

4.lo/o ofthe respondents were strongly disagreed with same statement. The mean calculated was

2.32whilethe standard deviation was .822'
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Table 4.10 Cultural factors affecting women political participation tn Pukhture society

S.No Statcment SA A NO DA SDA T.F (%,) Mean STI)

Male dominancy creates barrier to

women political particiPation

174

(s0.e)

109

(31.e)

t2

(3.s)

45

(13.2)

2

(.6)

342

(r00)

t.8rI I .043

ll Strict Purdah system restricls

women from political participation

170

(4e.7)

109

(31.e)

8

(2.3)

53

( r s.s)

2

(.6)

342

(100)

r .85 1.084

lll Cultural interpretation of religion

creates hurdles to women political

particpation

l3

(3 .8)

223

(6s.2)

41

( 12.0)

54

(1s.8)

1l

(3.2)

342

(100)

2.49 .915

IV Pukhtun traditions affects women

pol itical participation

12

(3.s)

255

(7 4.6)

8

(2.3)

62

(18.1)

5

(1.s)

342

(r00)

2.39 .873

I
(2.6)

260

(76)

9

(2.6)

55

(r6.r)

9

(2.6)

342

(100)

2.40 .880
Local nonns create imPediments to

women political ParticiPation

Table 4.10 demonstrates the views of the respondents on the relationship of cultural

factors and women political participatio n in PukhttLzr society. when the respondents wcre asked

about male dominancy as a barrier to women political participation, almost half ot' the

respondents (50.9%) were strongly agreed with the statement that male dominancy creates

barrier to women political participatio n in PukhttzTt society and 3 l '9% of the respondents were

agreed whereas 132% of the respondents were disagreed with the statement. The data also show

that 3.5o/o of the respondents did not give any opinion and only '6oh of the respondents were

strongly disagreed with the mentioned statement. The mean calculated was l'8ll while the

standard deviation was 1.043. patriarchy and male dominancy is one of the core barriers in the

way of women political participation in Pakistani society ((McCarthy and Sultana, 2004)' As

argued by omvedt (2005, p.a776) patriarchy and male power over society have lessened women

political particiPation.
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The table also indicates data on the opinion of the respondents regarding statement that

strict purdah system restricts worren frorn political participation in l'ukhtun society. The data further

illustrates that almost half of the respondents i.e. 49.7% were strongly agree to the staternent that strict

purdah system restricts wornen from political participation in Pttkhlttn society and 3l'9% of the

respondents were agreed while 15.5% of the respondents were disagreed with the mentioned statement'

Tlre data also show rhat 2.3oh of the respondents did not say anything and only .6Yo of the respottdcnts

were strongly disagreed when they were told that strict purr)ah system restricts worrlen from political

participation in Pukhtun society. The mean calculated was 1.85 and standard deviation was I '084'

The similar finding is also supported by Sathar and Kazi (2000) as they stated that due to the

observance of the purdah women cannot take part in political activities and remain confined to

homes.

The table also gives data on the statement that cultural interpretation of religiorl creates hurdles to

women political participation. Results show that rnajority of the respondents (65'2%) were agreed and

15.8%of the respondents were disagreed whereas 12% of the respondents did not comtrent on thc said

statement. The data also reprcsentthat 3.8% of the respondents were strongly agreed where only 3'2% ol

the respondents were strongly disagreed with the mentioned statement' The mean calculated was 2'49

and standard deviation was .g15. Misinterpretation of religious teachings keeps the women

restricted to home and they cannot poll a vote (Nwankwo and Surma,2008)'

The table also gives data about the views of the respondents on the statement thal Pukhtun

traditionsaffect women political parlicipation. Results show that majority of the respondents i'e'74'6oh

wcre agreed, lg.lolo of the respondents werc disagreed whereas 3.5Yo of the respondetrts were strongly

agreed with the said statement. It also shows lhat2.3%o of the respondents rcmained neutral 'uvhile only

l.5Yo of the respondents were strongly disagreed with the same statement' The mean calculated was

2.3g andstandard deviation was.g73. 7n Pukhtun society, due to such restrictions and traditions
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women do not get equal approach to participate in political activities and face hurdles and

impediments in the way of their participation of political activities (Bose and Rossi, 1983)'

The table also displays data regarding the views of the respondents on the asked

statement .local norms create impediments to women political participation in Pukhtunsociety'' In this

regard, majority of the respondents (76%) was agreed and l6.lYo of the respondents held the contrary

views whereas 2.6% of the respondents were strongty agreed. The data further shows that 2'6Yo of the

respondents did not give their view while 2.6o/o of the respondents were strongly disagreed and told that

local norms do not create impediments to women political participation in Pukhtun society' The mean

calculated was 2.40 and standard deviation was .880. Norms, values and strict and rigid culture

and male dominancy push women away from authoritative spheres (lsran and Isran,20l2)'
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S.No Up to what extent education plays in your political

narticipation?

F'rcquency Pcrcentagc

To a great extenl 263 16.9

il To sorne extent 53 1 5.5

llt Not at all 26 1.6

Total 342 r 00.0

Mean: 1.92 Standarddeviation: .475

S.No Uo y* putticipate in meeting callcd by student's political

group?

Frcqucncy Pcrccntage

I Yes JI 10.8

ll No
Trtrl

305 89.2

342 100

[Iow n

S.Ntt

hnrrrs o woplr dn vorr oive to nolitical activitics at college

'T'imr. aivinrr fn nolitical ar:livitics Frcqucncy Pcrcentagc

l-ess than one hour 36 10.5

ll l-3
4-6

l0+
Ctrtrg r" tr-r*
Total

l5 4.4

ill 2 ,6

I .3
lv

288 84.2

342 100

II fion rln vnrr norticinate in nolitical aclivitics at collegc

S.NO II^.., ^ftnn rl^ rrnrr norficinqlo? F'rcq uency Pcrcenlagc

lf"rry^J"y
Oncc a week

O*- i,rtr-,-tth

8 /..J

10 2.9

36 10.5
lll

288 84.2
Never
lbt"t 342 100

l-rcqucncy I)crcentagc
S.NO r\,.^o ^.t,,nori^n irrinrr nnliticel ,warcncss among lvomCn

-l'o 
a sreat extent

'f^.^'-a avforlf

260 7 6.0
A1 13.1

II

Not at all

Total

35 10.2
lll

342 100

Mcan: 1.96 Standa4 tt'ta!tog--:lu>

Table 4.ll: Frequency distribution of the respondents regarding different aspects of political

participation

The table 4.11 gives data related to the role of education with the women political

participation. In this regard, majority of the respondentsi.e.T6.gyo told that education has a role

in women political participation up to a gteat extent, 15.5% of the respondents told thal

education plays role in women education up to some extent while only 7'6Yo o1 the respondents
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told that education does not play role in women political participation in Pukhtun society. The

mean calculated was 1.92 while standard deviation was .475.

The table further shows data regarding the participation of the respondents in mceting

called by student,s political group. The data show that majority of the respondents i.e. 89.2% did

not attend the meeting while only 10.8% of the respondents attended these meetings'

The table further reveals data about the hours given by the respondents to student's

political group activities in a week. The data reveal that majority of the respondents i'e' 84'Zoh

were giving no time, 10.5% of the respondents told that they give time to student's political

group activities less than one a hour a week wher eas 4 .4oh of the respondents to ld that they give

l-3 hours in a week. The data further show that .6oh ofthe respondents were giving 4-6 hours to

their political activities at college while only.3% of the respondents were giving l0+ hours to

student political group activities in a week'

The table also represents data on how often they participate in political activities at

college. In this regard, majority of the respondents $a.2%) had not participated in political

activities at college, l}.S%of the respondents were participated once in month whereas 2'9oh of

thc respondents participated once a week while only 2.3Yo of the respondents participated daily

in political activities at college.

The tablc 4.10 gives data related to the role of education in bringing political awarcness

among women. ln this regard, majority of the respondentst.e.T6'0%o told that education brings

political awareness among women up to a great extent, 13.7% of the respondents told that

education creates political awareness among women up to some extent while only l0'2Y' of the

respondents told that education does not bring political awareness among women' The lnean

calculated was 1.96 while the standard deviation was .489.
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Table 4.12: Respondents views .on the relationship 'between education ahd thcir political

participation

Education and women political pzirlicipation

S.No Statcmcnt SA A NO, DA SDA T.F (,%) Mean STI)

Education gives you more chances

'to be involved in political activities

l8

(s.3)

242

(70.8)

l5

(4.4)

57

(16.7)

l0

(2.e)

342

(r 00)

2.41 .921

ll Educatiort provides you a platform

to parricipate in political'activities

28

(8.2)

237

(6e.3)

30

(8.8)

38

(r 1.1)

9

(2.6)

342

( r'00)

2.3t .87 r

ill Educrition increases your level of

participatiorr in political actvities

t4

(4. 1)

259

(7 s.7)

l8

(5.3)

40

(il.7)

ll
(3.2)

342

(r oo)

2.34 .861

The table 4.12 repreSents data on views of the respondents related to the felatiOnship

between bducation and Women political participation. The data reveal that majority of the

respondeiits (70.8%) were.agreed with the statement that education gives thenl chance to be

I activities, ,16.7%of the iespondents were disagreed whereas 5.3% of the

respondentS were Stfongly agreed. The data further show that 4.4o/o of thd resporidents remained

neutrdl while only 2.9%o of the r'espondents were strongly disagreed with the mentioned

statemenl. The mcan calculated was2.4l and the standard deviation'as .927.

The table also gives data related to the statement thdt edudation provides them a platfoim

to participate in political aotivities. In this regard, majority of the respondents i.e. 69.3 showed
i.:

, i 
^li 

,r t

agreement and I Llo/o ofthe respondents held contrary opinions wirereas 8.8% of fhe respondcnts

did nbt give any opinion. The data also reveal thatS.2Yoof the resporidcnts weretiron'lly agreed

while only 2.6Yi of the respondents Were strongly disAgreed with the mentiohed statcrnent. '[he

mean calculated was 2.31 and the standard deviation was .871.

'fhe table also displays views of the respondents on the statement that educaticin inci'eases their

level of parlicipation in political activities, Resulrs indicate that nrajority of the respondents (75.7Yo)wbre'
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agrced, 11.7% of the respondents were disagreed while 5.30/o of the respondelrts did not collllrclrt' The

data also show that 4.1%o olthe respondelrts wele strongly agrced and only 3'2Yo of the responclettts were

strongly disagreed with the mentioned statement. 'fhe mean calculated was 2'34 and standard

deviation was .861.

Table 4.13 gives data on the relationship between restricted mobility and womcn political

participation. When the respondents were asked, majority of the respondents (83'9%) told that

their political participation is afl'ected by restrictcd mobility up to a great extent' l0'8% of the

respondents told that restricted mobility affbcts their political life up to some extcnt. l'hc data

Table 4.13: Restricted mobility and women political participation

n^^s .rnrrr rnsfrinrnd rnohilifv nffcct vour nolitical life? Frequcncy Pcrcentagc
S.NO

To a great extent
T tent

281 83.9

31 10.8
ll

Nnt cf qll l8 5.3
lll

Total 342 100

Mcan: 1.94 Standard dcviation: 'JvIt
Frcq ucncy Perccntagc

S.NO
Yes

N"
T"trt

317 92.1
i

25 t.)
ll

342 100

Frcquency Pcrccntage
S.NO {ind frnm rvomonts turnout durlng clectlon

To a great extent

Not at all

fvt"ant Z.SZ Standard dcviation: '4U
r\^ -^ ----^r-:..r^.1 *^x:li+., ot^^ -^r, frnm conlcsting CleCtiOn?

5 1.5

20 5.8
lt

311 92.1
lll

342

fl-*q**y Pcrccntagc
S.NO

Yes

No
Total

@ty prevcntcd you from political

participation?
Never
Always-- J

Sometirne

Total

324 94.'7

l8 5.3
ll

342 100

Frcqucncy Percentagc
S.NO

l8 5.3

281 83.9

3't 10.8
llt

342 100
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also show ihat 53% of the respondents told that restrict-ed mobilit;i iloes hot affect their political

lif'e. The calculated mean was 1.94 while standard deviation was .398.

The table also reveals data related to relationship'of women turn out and restricted

mobility. When they were asked, majority of the respondent s (92.7o/o) iold that restricted
.:

mobility stops women voterjs turndut while 7.3Yo of the respondents held tire opposite views. As

.i.

Muoghrilu and Abrifo r (2012) told that woinch are strictly Brevented by their mhle 'family

members from entering to authorititive spheres. !

The table also gives data about the satisfaction level of women about women voteis turn

out during election. When the'respondents were asked, mAjority of the re'spondents i.e.92'lYo

were not satisfied and 5.8% of the respohdentS w"e-fe satisfied from women turnout up to soine

i

exterit wherbas only 1.5o% were satiSfied to a great extent. The calcirlated medn Whs 2.87 while
' l,

standard deviatiori waS .48.

The table also rEvealS vieWs of the 'respond'ents about the rclationship 6[ rcstricted

mob-ility and contesting election. The dala demonstrate that majority of th. responderrts i.e.

947% told that restricted mobility is a barrier in the way contesting election und only 5'3% of

the respondents do not consider restricted rnobility as a barrier in the way of their contcsting

election.

The taLie also giteS data on how often restricted mobility pfevehts tlfbm from

participating in, political activities.. WLen the respbndents were aisked, majority of tLienr'i.e.

g3.9o/o told that iestricted mobility always prevented them to partieipatO in political activities,

l0.g%of the respondents told resfrict'ed nrbbility becbmes a barrier in the way of their political

participation while 5.3Ya ofthe reSirondents told that restri6ted mobility has nev'er stopped ihert 
,

from taking part in political actiVities.
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S.NO To work as polling agcnt during elcction Frequency Pcrcentagc

Yes l4 4.1

No 328 95.9

Total 342 100

S.NO To run campaign Frequency Perccntagc

I Yes 53 r5.5

ll No 289 84.5

Total 342 100

S.NO To caste vote Freq uency Pcrccntagc

Yes 53 15.5

289 84.5No
Total 342 100

S.NO To contcst clection Frequency Pcrccntage

I Ycs l8 5.3

No 324 94.7

Total 342 100

'fable 4.13.1: Frequency distribution of the respondents regarding parent's permission to takc

part in political activities.

The table 4.13.1 gives data on the respondent's permission liom their parents to

participate in various political activities. The data show that majority of the respondents i'e'

95.g%were not given permission by their parents to work as a polling agent during election and

4.1% of the respondents were allowed to work as a polling agent.

fhe table also gives data regarding permission lrom parcnts rvhile running campaign' Thc

data show that majority of the respondents i.e. 84.5% were not allo'uved by their parents to run

campaign while only l5'5oZ were allowed to run campaign

The table also gives data on the respondent's permission for casting vote from their

parents. In this regard, majority of the respondents (8a.5%) told that their parents do not allow

tl-rern to cast vote while only 15.5% of the respondents were allowed to cast vote'

'l'he table also reveals tl-rc views of the respondents rcgarding contesting election' -fhc

data show that majority of the respondents i.e. 94.7% were not allowed by their parerlts to

contest election whereas only 5.3% of the respondents were allowed to contest election'



Table 4.14: Respondents views related to their mobility and politicalparticipation

S.No Statement SA A NO DA SDA 'r.F (%,) Mean STI)

Women should be lirnited to

household activities

5

(l.s)

26

(7.6)

19

(s.6)

289

(84.5)

3

(.e)

342

(100)

3.76 .665

ll Women should not take Parl in

outdoor activities

2

(.6)

JJ

(e.6)

16

(4.7)

290

(84.8)

I

(.3 )

342

(100)

3.15 .652

nl Woman should not go outside of

home

I
(2.2)

34

(e.e)

20

(s.8)

275

(80.4)

4

(1.2)

342

(100)

3.68 .17 5

lv Woman should not go for casting

vote

9

(2.6)

44

(t2.e)

20

(s.8)

267

(78. r )

2

(.6)

342

(100)

3.61 .8r6

tv Woman should not contest election 22

(6.4)

t7

(s.0)

38

(lr.l)
261

(76.3)

4

(1.2)

342

(100)

3.6 I .866

Table 4.14 represents views of the respondents on their mobility and political

participation. In this regard, when they were asked, that women should be limited to household
.

activities, majority of the respondents i.e. 84.5% were disagreed and 7 '6oh of the respondents 
i

were agreed whereas 5.60/o of the respondents did not give comment on mentioned statement' i

The data also show that 1 .5o/o of the respondents were strongly agreed while '9% of the I

respondents were strongly disagreed with the statement that women should be limited to

household activities. The calculated mean was 3.76 and standard deviation was '665'

The table further proceeds with data on the statement 'wolnen should not take parl in

outdoor activities'. In this regard, majority of the respondents i.e. 84.8% were disagreed and

9.60/o ofthe respondents were agreed whereas 4.7Yo ofthe respondents remained silent' fhe data

also show that.6yo of the respondents were strongly agreed while .3o/o of the respondents were

strongly disagreed with the statement that women should not take part in outdoor activities' The

calculated mean was 3.75 and standard deviation was .652.
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The table also gives data on the statement'Women should not go outsideOf hbrhe'' The

data show that majority (s0.4%) of the respondents were diszigfeed with the statemenf'that

women should n6t go outside'of home, 9.9Yo of the respondents were agreed whereirs.5.8% dl'

the responilents did not comment on the asked statement. The data also revealsthal2.2%o of the

reSpondents were Strbngly agreed'while l.2o/o of the respondents were strongly disagrced with

the rnentioned statement. Thb calculated mean was 3.68 and standard deviaiion was .775.

The table also reveals dataon the statement that'women should not go for casting vote'.

l'he data further dbmonstrate thdt majority of the respohdents (78.1%) were disagreed with thc

statement that wolnen should not go for casting vote, 12.9%, of the respondents were agreed

whereas 5.8%o of the respondents did not give any opinion.'fhe data also show that 2.6Yo of t|rc

r*espondents wbre strongly agre'ed with the Statement whereaS only .6o/o of the re'spondbnts werb

strohgly disa'greed with ihe niehtioned sthteinent. The calcula'ted mean wu, 3,dl dnb'ltandard'

dcViation.was .816.

The table also gives data on the statement that 'womeh should not contest election'. In

i 
>f the resPondentsthis regard, majority.of the respondents (76.3) o% was disagre'bd and I I .lyo (

remained neutral whereas 6.40/o of 'the respondents were strongly'agreed. The ciata ftirther show

ihat s.g%of the iespondents were agreed while 12% ofthe respondents were strongiy disagreed

with the statemeht that women.should not contest electioh. fhe calculated mean was 3'61 and

standard deviation was .866.

,1

I
l

I

I

I
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Are you currcntly working for paid employmcnt? 
,

S.NO Job status ofthe rcsPondents Frcquency Perccntage

I Employed l3 3.8

ll Unemployed 329 96.2

Total 342 t00

What is your monthly income from this job?

S.NO Monthly income from the job Frcquencl Percentagc

Nill 329 96.2

lt Less than 25000 5 1.5

iii 2s000-30000 8 2.4

Total 342 100.0

Mcan : 23900 Standar d dcviation : 3338.662
rctivities?Docs vour economic dcncndcncY slop You from larticipation in Polltrcal

S.NO Bconomic dcpendency Frcquenc\ Perccntagc

I
'fo a great extent 282 82.5

il To some extent 40 t.7
lI Not at all 20 5.8

Total 342 100

Table 4.15: Employed respondents, their income from the job and the economic dependency o1'

women and their political participation

The table 4.15 reveals data on the employment of the respondents. The data show that

majority of the respondent s i.e. 96.2o/o were not working for any paid iob while only 3'8% of thc

respondents were paid employed. Majority of the respondcnts were unemployed because they

were college students.

The data further demonstrate that majority of the respondents (96.2%) were haviug no

monthly income and only 2.4o/owere getting personal monthly income ranged from Rs,25000

30000.The results lurther reveal that onlyl .Sohwere getting personal monthly income less than

25 thousand rupees. The mean value of the personal monthly inconle of the respondent was

23gOO while the standard deviation was 3338.662'

The table also illustrates data on the economic dependency and political participation.

Tlre data shows that majority of the respondentsi.e. S2.5o/o told that economic dcpendency stop

them from participating in political activities up to great extent and 1 l.7o/o of the rcspondents
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told that economic dependency prevent them from participating in political activities up to sotne

extent whereas only 5.8% of the respondents told that economic dependency does not stop their

political participation.

'fable 4.15.1 : Economic factors affecting women political participation in Pukhttrr society

S.No Statcment SA A NO DA SDA T.F ('2,) Mean STI)

I Poverty creates hurdles for women to

pafticipate in political activities

48

( r 4.0)

275

(80.4)

7

(2.0)

ll
(3.2)

I

(.3 )

342

(r00)

r.95 .561

lt Economic dependency of women on

men affect women political

participation

251

(73.4)

7t

(20.8)

8

(2.3)

ll
(3.2)

I

(.3 )

342

(100)

r .36 .712

lll Unernployrnent is a barrier in thc

way of wolnen political participation

3l

(9. t;

291

(85. I )

4

(1.2)

14

(4.1)

2

(.6)

342

(lo0)

2.02 ,56s

IV Inflation creates obstacles in the way

of women political particiPation

t4

(4. 1)

4t4

(er.8)

4

(1.2)

1

(2.0)

a
J

(.e)

342

(100)

2.04 .461

Table 4.15.1 reveals data on the relationship between economic factors and women

political participation in Pukhtrxn society. In this connection majority of the respondents i.e.

g0.4% were agreed with the statement that poverty creates hurdles for women to participate in

political activities in Pukhtun society, 14.0% of the respondents were strongly agreed whercas

3.2% of the respondents disagreed and2o/o of the respondents did not say anything whercas

only .3yoof the respondent was strongly disagreed with thc mentioned statement. The calculatcd

rrean was 1.95 and standard deviation was.56l. In Nigeria due to severe poverty women are

lacing a lot of problem in their way of political participation (Ngara et al, 2013).

The table also gives data on the statement 'econornic dependency ol women on men

afl.ect womcn political participationin Pukhtuiz society'. The data lurlher reveal that ma.iority of

the respondents i.e. 73.4%were strongly agreed with the asked statement'econontic depcndency

of women on men affect women political participation tn Ptrkhtum society ', 20.8% of the



respondents were agreed whereas 3.2Yo ofthe respondents were disagreed' The data also show

that 2.3yo of the respondents did not comment while .3oh of the respondents showed strong

disagreement to the mentioned statement. The calculated mean was 1.36 and standard deviation

was.7l2.

The table also indicated data on the statement that unemployment of women is a barrier

in the way of women political participatio n in Pukhtun society. The data further demonstrates

that majority of the respondents i.e.85.lo% were agreed with statement that unemployment of

women is a barrier in the way of women political participatio n in Pukhtur society, 9.lo/o ol the

respondents were strongly agreed while 4.lo/o of the respondents were disagreed' The data also

show that l.2yo of the respondents remained neutral while only .6Yo of the respondents were

strongly disagreed with the mentioned statement. The calculated mean was 2.02 and standard

deviation was .565.

The table also displays data on the statement that 'inflation creates obstacles in the way

of women political participation in Pukhlun sociely'. In this connection, the table further

represents that majority of the respondents (91.8%) were agreed and considered inflation as a

barrier in the way of women political participation and 4.loh of the respondents were strongly

agreed whereas Zo/o ofthe respondents were disagreed. The data also illustrate that 1.2Yo of the

respondents did not comment while only .9Yo of the respondents showed strong disagreement

with the statement that inflation creates obstacles in the way of women political participation in

pukhtun society. The calculated mean was 2.04 and standard deviation was .461.
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ood of reporting casling vote with reference lo

women political particiPalion

t.V's --T--- ffi ffiaas
Age -0.2s(0.202) 0.001 * * 0.703

Social Factor -0.1 1(0.371) I 0.01 5 * t.659

Cultural Factor 0.72(0.31 l) 1 0.032* 2.206

Economic Factor -0.34(0.132) I 0.010* 0.81 I

Restricted Mobility -0.13(0.202) 0.081ns 0.376

4.2 Bi-Y ariate An alYsis

**p<0.01, *p<0.05 and ns:not significant

Binary logistic regression was performed to assess the impact of number of factors on the

likelihood of reporting to cast a vote with reference to the respondents' (women) political

participation. The model contained five independent variables (age, social factor, cultural factor,

economic factor, restricted mobility of women). As highlighted in the table, four of the

independent variables made a statistically significant contribution to the model. The strongest

predictor of reporting political participation with casting a vote was cultural factors, recording an

odds ratio of 2.206. This indicated that respondents with casting vote were over 2.206 times

more likely to report as political participation than those who did not caste vote, controlling all

other factors in the model. The odds ratio of 1.659 for social factor indicated that respondents

with casting vote were over 1.64 times more likely to report as political participation than those

who did not cast vote. The odds ratio of 0.811 for economic factor was less than l, indicating

that for every unit of economic factor, respondents were 0.811 times less likely to report as

political participation than those who did not cast vote.
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ihoodofreportingContestingeleclionwilhreference

to women political particiPation

I.V'S B(sE) Df P-value Odds

Age -0.33(0.220) I 0.030* 0.717

Social Factors -0.17(0.318) I 0.040+ 0.837

Cultural Factors -0.09(0.1s7) 1 0.030* I .991

Economic Factors -0.se(0.1s7) 0.001 * * 0.274

Restricted Mobility -0.2s(0.237) 0.2l2ns 0.7 t7

r'r'p<0.01, *p<0.05 and ns:not significant

As mentioned in the table, four of the independent variables made a statistically significant

contribution to the model. In this regard, the strongest predictor of reporting political

participation with contesting election was cultural factors, recording an odds ratio of 1.991. This

represented that respondents with contesting election were over 1.991 times more likely to report

as political participation than those who did not contest election. The odds ratio of 0.837 for

social factor indicated that respondents with contesting election were over 0.837 times more

likely to report as political participation than those who did not contest election. The odds ratio

of 0.71 for restricted mobility indicated that respondents with contesting election were 0.71 times

more likely to report as political participation than those who did not contest election. The odd

ratio of 0.274 for economic factors represented that respondents with contesting elcction were

0.274 times less likely to report as political participation than those who did not contest election.
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ilng to rltn an election campaign wilh

reference to women political participation
P-value

0.01 5 *-0.24(0.102)

-0.04(0.073)Social Factors
-0.02(0.067)Cultural Factors

0.03 I +-0.34(0.3e3)Economic Factors

-0.0e(0.089)I{estricted MobilitY
i'*p<0.01, *p<0.05 and ns:not significant

Binary logistic regression was performed to assess the impact of number of factors on the

likelihood of reporting to run an election campaign with refercnce to wonlen political

participation. The rnodel comprised five independent variables (age, social factor' cultural factor'

economic factor, restricted ,robility o1' women). As mentioned i. tl-rc table' fbur of the

independent variable made a statisticalry significant contribution to the model. The strongest

predictor of reporting political participation with running election campaign was cultural laotors'

recording an odds ratio of 1.002. This represented that respondents with running campaign were

over 1.002 times more likely to report as political participation than those who did not run

campaign, controlling all other factors in the model' Similarly the odds ratio of 0'960 for social

factor indicated that respondents with running campaign were over 0'960 times more likcly to

report as political participation than those who did not run campaign' Thc odds ratio ol 0'912 lor

restricted mobility indicated that respondents with running can-rpaign were 0'912 times more

likely to report as political participation than those who did not rtrn campaign election' l-he odd

ratio of 0.71 economic factor was less than 1, represented that for every unit of economic l-actor'

respondents were 0.71 times less likely to report as political parlicipation than those who did not

run campaign election.
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ieporting to work as polling agent v'ith

reference to women political participation
P-value

-0.14(0.136)
0.015*0.07(0.142)
0.01 I *-0.48(0.1 18)Cultural Factors
0.031*-0.l3(0.183)Economic Factors
0.454ns-0.37(0.1e0)Restricted MobilitY

*5<0.01, *p<0.05 and ns:not significant

As described in the table, four of the independent variable made a statistically signilicant

contribution to the model. In this regard, the strongest predictor of reporting political

participation with working as a polling agent was cultural factors, recording an odds ratio of

l.o62.This represented that respondents working as a polling agent were over l'062 times morc

likely to report as political participation than those who did not work as a polling agent' 'fhe odd

ratio of 0.893 for restricted mobility revealed that respondents with working as polling agent

were over 0.g93 more likely to report as political participation than those who did not work as

polling agent. The odds ratio of 0.843 for social factor indicated that respondents working as

polling agent were over 0.843 times more likely to report as political participation than those

who did not work as polling agent. The odd ratio of 0.594 for economic factors represented that

respondents working as a polling agent were 0.594 times less likely to report as political

participation than those who did not work as a polling agent'
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CHAPTER FIVE

MAJOR FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Major finding of the studY

. Three-fourth of the respondents Qa%) was selected from district lower dir'

o More than half of the respondents (54.4%)hadmonthly income of Rs, 30000-50000.

o Majority of the respondents (62.9%) had marked their qualification as bachelor.

o Considerable majority of the respondents (86'3%) had never polled vote'

o Absolute majority of the respondent s i.e. 94.7Yo had never contested election'

. Less than three-fourth of the respondentsi.e.l3.4Y, told illiteracy is a barrier to wonten

political participation

. More than three-fourth of the respondents i.e. 77.8oh were agreed that lack of awarencss

is the main barrier to women political participation

. Little less than three -fourth (72.5%) agreed that work burden prevents women from

politics

. Almost three-fourth i.e. 76.3% were agreed that lack of involvement of womcn in

decision making affects their political participation

o Majority of the respondents(70.8%) agreed that early marriages lessen political

participation

. Less than half of the respondents i.e. 45.3% were strongly agreed that gcnder

discrimination stops women political participation

o Almost half of the respondents (50.902) were strongly agreed that male dominancy

creates barrier to women political participation.
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. A little less than half of the respondentsi.e.4g1Yo were strongly agreed that strictpurdah

system restricts women from political participation'

. Majority of the respondents (65.2%) were agreed that cultural interpretation of religion

creates hurdles to women political participation'

. Significant majority of the respondents (92,7%) told that restricted mobility stops women

voter's turnout.

. Absolute majority of the respondents Qa1%) told that restricted mobility stop women to

contest election.

o Significant majority of the respondents (95.9%) were not allowed to work as polling

agent.

. Very high rnajority of the respondents i.e. 84.5% were not allowed by their parents to run i

campaign.

o Absolute majority (g4.7%)were not allowed by their parents to contest election'

o considerable majority of the respondents (80.a%) were disagreed that wonlen should not

go out of home.

. Almost three-fourth of the respondents (76.3) % disagreed that women should not contest

election.

o Very high majority (80.4%) were agreed that poverty creates hurdles for women to

participate in political activities'

. Majority of the respondent s i.e. 73.4o/o were strongly agreed that economic depenclency

of women on men affect women political participation

o Majority of the respondents i.e. 85.1olo were agreed that unernployment of women is a

barrier in the way of women political participation

1t



. Considerable high majority of the respondents (91.8%) agreed that inf'lation is a barrier

in the way of women political participation
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5.2 Conclusion

The data analysis revealed that socio-cultural and economic factors impede women

political participatio n in pukhtun society. In social factors the dominant factors that impede

women political participation are illiteracy, work burden and lack of involvement in decision

making process. In cultural factors the most important factors that hinder women political

participation are patriarchy and strict purdah sytem of the Pukhtun society' Economic factors

also have a greateffect on women political participation. In economic factors the vital factors are

poverty, economic dependency and unemployment of women. These factors strictly impede

women political participatio n in Pufthtan society. Moreover, the restricted mobility of women

and curtural stereotypes also prevent women to participate in political activities. Usually women

in pukhtunsociety have been assigned duties within the four walls of home and their mobility

outside home is disliked and discouraged. overall the cultural factors are most dominantly

baning women political participation. Thus, it is concluded that due to the prevalence of these

factors women political participation is very low in Pukhtun society'
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5.3 Recommendations

No one can deny the fact that women political participation is very significant for the

overall development of any society. Being the part of the society, women should be given

opportunities to play their role in the development of society. Political right is also one of the

basic rights of women, but unfortunately women segments have been ignored in this regard'

In order to enhance women political participation, the present study recommends the following

remediable stePs.

o Women should be provided equal opportunities of getting education'

o Women should be given job opportunities as it will empower them economically

and ultimately enable them to take part in political domain.

o A favorable attitude towards women political participation in family and society

must be promoted through mass media, campaigns, seminars and other such

events.

Misinterpretation of religious teachings should be avoided'

Religious leaders who possess both religious education as well as modern

education must be involved in modifying mindset of the people about women role

in public sphere.
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INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC L'NIVERSITY ISLAMABAD
DEPARTME,NT OF SOCIOLOGY

Socio-cultural and Economic Factors affecting Women Political

participation in Dir Districts of Khyber PakhtunKhwa

Interview schedule

Dishic{

Age of the Respondent(in complete years)

What is your familY monthlY income?

What is your personal monthly income?

Have youeverworked forpaidjob outside home? i. Yes ii. No If(i) 

->Q5
What was the name of the sector where you have worked?

i. public sector ii. private sector iii. Semi government iv. Any othcr(Please specily) -
6. What is your level of educational qualification?

0 2 -1 4 5 6 7 8 9 l0 ll l2 l3 t4 l5 t6 l6+

1. What is your father's education level?

8. What is your mother's education level?

l.

2.

3.

4.

5.

9. What is your marital status?

i. Single ii. Married iii' Divorced

10. What is your husband's education level?

iv. Separated v. Widowed

1 1. What is your husband's occupation?

i. Government employee ii. Private Job iii. Any other (Please specify)

12. What is the type of family you are living in?

i.Jointfamilyii.Nuclearfamilyiii.Extendedfarnily

13. How many members are there in your family?

14. What is your family's political affiliation?

i. PML(N) ii. pTI iii .JI iv. JUI(F) v. ANP vi. PPP vii.Any other (Please specify)-

15. Which one political party is working better in your area?

i.pML G\D ii.pTI iii. JI iv.JUI(F) v.ANP vi.PPP vii. Any other (Please specify)-

16. Have you ever casted vote? i. Never ii. Once iii' Twice iv' More than twice



17. Have any of your family members contested election? i.Yes ii'No

18. Are you a part of any of the following student's political group?

i. MSF ii.lsF iii.lJT iv.PSF v. Any other (Please specify)

19. What is your position in student's political group?

i. President ii. General Secretary iii. Finance Secretary iv. Press SecretarY

v. Any other (Please sPecifY)

20. How much time do you give to your political party's activities per week?

i. One hour ii. Two hours iii. Three hours iv. More than thrce hours?

21. Do you run campaign for any political party during election? i. Yes ii' No

22. Whatis the name of political party, you are campaigning for during election?

i. PML tN) ii. PTI iii. Jl iv.JUI (F) v.ANP vi. Any other (Please specify)

23. Does your family allow you to take part in political activities? i' Yes ii' No

24. Does your family support you while working for a political party? i' Yes ii' No

25. Who is more supportive to you in your family?

i. Parcnts ii. Brothers' iii. Husband iv. Any other (Please specify)

26. Who resists you lrom political participation?

i. None ii. Parents' iii. Brothers iv. Any other (Please specify)

27. Canyou handle your family matters along with political participation? i' Yes ii' No

2g. Following are the various social factors which affect women political participation in

Pukhtunsociety? Various options has given below, choose the most appropriate one'

Statements

@r to women political participation

in barrier to women Political

icipation in Pukhtun society

i@tun societY Prevent women fronr

political participation

No involvement of *o*en in decision making alfects

women political rticipation in Pukhtun societ

E" y -"","g*t l.ssen women political participation

ffises hurdles to women political

participation in Pukhtur societY

ffi restricts women liom political

participatio n in Pukhtuzl society

SA: (Strongly agree) A :( Agree) NO(N" "prrt"") 
bA: lDisagreel SD: (Strongly agree)



Male dominancY creates barrier women political

participatio n in P 4kh! Yn :ociet
@ restricts women from political

rticipation in Pukhtun sgJrelY

crltrral i,rt..pretation of religion creates hurdles to women

po I i ti cal p articip atio@
ffiomen political participation in

I'ukhtun society

ffipediments to women political

(icipation rn Pukhtun socle'ly

29.Dothe following cultural factors affect women political participationin Pukhttrr society?

would you please tell me how strongly you agree or disagree?

SA: (Strongly agree) A :( Agree) @A: (Disagree) SD:(Stro,glyagree)

30. Up to what extent education plays role in your political participation?

i.Tosomeextentii'Togreatextentiii.Notatall

31. Do you participate in meetings called by studcnt's political group at collegc? i'Yes ii'No

32. IIow mally hours a wcck do you givc to your stuclent's political group activities?

i. Less than one hour a week

33. How often do you participate in political activities at college?

I. Every day ii. once a week iii. Any other (Please specify)

34. Does education bring political awareness among women?

i.Tosomeextentii.Togreatextentiii'Notatall

35. Now I would like to assess your participation in political activities through education by

asking your opinion about following statements? Would you please tell me how strongly

do you agrce or disagree with the following statements?

SA: (Strongly agree) A :( Agree) No: 6-o op,'ronl DA: (Disagree) SD: (Strongly agree)

ffiu more chances to be involved in

political activities

ffi you a platform to ParticiPate in

political activities

Ed.rc"ti"n i."rflares your level of participation in political

activities

36. Does your restricted mobility affect your political life?



i. To some extent ii. To great extent iii' Not at all

37. Do you think that restricted mobility stops women voter's turnout? i' Yes ii' No

38. Are you satisfied from women voters' turnout during election?

i.Tosomeextentii'Togreatextentiii.Notatall

39. Does restricted mobility stop you from contesting election? i.Yes ii'No

40. Have your limited mobility prevented you from participating in political activities?

i. Never ii. Always iii. Sometime iv' Any other (Please specify)

41. Do your parents allow you to take part in the following political activities?

42. Now I would like

opinion through

or disagree?

to assess your participation in political activities

lollowing statenrents' Would you please tell mc how

by knowing your

strongly you agrec

SA: (Strongly agree) A :( Agree) NO, (No opinion) DA: (Disagree) SD: (Strongly agree)

43. Are you currently working for paid employment? i' Yes ii. No

44. What is your monthly income frorn this job? Rs

45. Do you think that your economic dependency stop you from parlicipating in political activities?

i. To some extent ii. To great extent iii' Not at all

Political activities

G work as polling agent during election

To run campaign

To cast vote

To contest election

Statement

W"-", should be limited to household activities

Worn'an should not take part in outdoor activities

Woman should not go outside of home

Woman should not go for casting vote

Woman should not contest election



46. Now I would like to ask you that up to what extent do you agree or disagree with the

following statements that economic factors affecting women political participation?

@for women to ParticiPate in

political activities in Pukhtun society

E6n"rnic depe"dency of women on men affect women

political participatio n in P ukhture society

@men is a barrier in the way of women

itical oarticipation in Pukhtun soci

iffiin the way of women political

ff""t'''"zt\
_i ':
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