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domain. Not only slo’cio-cultufal and economic factors are reSponsible for the subordinate
position of women but the biological diffefence between man and woman is also résponsible for
this disparity. Almost everywhere in the world and especially in the poor countries man enjoys
more respect as compared to womafi due to their strong physique. For instance wémen give birth
to children and due to their biological difference they are bound to perform domestic activifies.
On the othet hand men because of their stréng physique and body remain engage in pﬁblic
sphere and in authoritative roles and activities (Rustagi, P, 2000). |

Women are far behind in all fields of life but one of the field ‘Where women
representation is very low almost everywhere in the world is politics. They are all 6vér the world
having very disappointing and low participation in political activities. For instance, throughout
globe, women have very less representation and most importantly théy are completely igiored
from décision making process at all level (Shvedova, 2005:33). Now like other spheres sf"u‘élf"-as

education, schooling economy, work ‘place and property, women political participation has also

affected by their biology and varidus socio-cultural and economic factors such as illiteracy, lack’

of awareness, norms and values, poverty and male dominancy. Similarly, culturally approved
patterns, that women has to ‘shoulder responsibilities -and dutiés in homé makes tilé}r active
participation in political activities difficult (Stolle and Micheletti, 2013). Thus, creating
equilibriun in théir work of homes and political activities is impossible. Because they face work
burden at home and gét no or less time o participate in political activities. Thus such conditions
strictly discourage women participation in‘all those activities which are conducted outside home.
Discrifnination and unjust tfeatmént against women can be reduced through their active

participation as well as representation in politics. But along other spheres of life, unfortunately

women have very less and in some sdcieties of the world no participation and accéss to political -
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Socio-culturai;and economic ‘factors prevail everywhere but thest factors has greatly
affected women political participation especially in the poor and under developing countries. In
this regard, Karl (1995) has mentioned various socio-cultural and economic factors i.e. lack of
education, illiteracy, rigi'ci cultural, lack of jobs, religion and socialization which mainly stop
women from political participation. The issue is more severe in poor countries because of more
traditional and conservative attitude as well as various socio-cultural and religious practices. In
Nigeria women always face difficulties and problems in the way of their political participation.
They face hurdles énci impediments first from the family. According to Muoghél‘u and Abrifor
(2012), women are strictly prevénted by their husbands, brothers and more significantly from
their parents from enteriné into the authoritative sphere. In Nigeria due to severe male
dominanc}:, most of the Nigerian women are agreed with the traditional structire and ‘accept their
subordinate d@nd inferior po;itiOn in the society. They consider politics the game of male and they
do not cohsider wormen fit for taking participation in political activities (Ngara, et al, 2013).

Likewise, various religious practices as well as misinterpretation of religious teachingsb
also keep Nigerian women restricted to the boundaries of home. For example, giving stress on
Purdah system in Nigeria keeps women away from the political particip'ati"on even they are 1ot
allowed to poll a vote or become part of any political campaign (NWankwo; and Surma, 2008).
On the other hand tradition and culture makes politics more m‘as‘cﬁline activity and thus exclude
women ségments from the domain of politics. For instance it is more difficult for womeh to
move and speak in public spaces and bear in mind that these entire things are compulsory parts
of the politics and these things are not considered legitimate in various traditional socicties of

Africa (Tripp, 2001). Over all the traditions of Nigerian societies discourage womeén role and

participation in politics.
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In Pukhtun society, due to patriarchal nature, women are prowvided with fewer chanceés to
acquire propérty, havirg no access to education, health facilities, and work especially in the rural
areas and more significantly, they have no access and opportunities to participate in politics‘.. In
their routing life women do not have their own ¢hoice and goals but work and respond to the
needs and demands of others. A woman is mostly considered the honor of the homc and
therefore they are not allowed to work outside of home. In such traditional and conservative
societies women entry to public places and their involvement in the political activities is
consideted threat to theif family life. In Pukhtun society, the foremost task and dufy of woman is
that of wifé and mother which is only extended to the circle of their homes. Other a;lc‘t'ivities in
sucl; traditional societies especially political one is in the third categOry for them (Matland,
2004).

In Pukhtun society o% Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, the feudal set up as well "as st'rc;'ng ;hale

dominancy is a great threat to women political participation. Even women are not allowed to poll’

a vote. In some districts of Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, such as Sawabi, Swat and more importantly in

Dir districts women face sévere restrictions and impediments from society. They are prcvented

on socio-cultural grounds as the values, norms, traditions do not allow them to participate in

political activities. Similarly, due to the patriarchy nature of Pukhtin society, especially in

Malakand division, women are strictly limited to the boundariés of their home. For instance in .

Swabi, Swat and Dir women strictly prevented from polling vote. Further ih Malakand division,
womeh are prevented from participation in political activities on religidus ground. I this
connection, religious scholars do social boycott of the women who contest election or even who

poll the vote (Bano, 2009).
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2.2  Theoretical Framework

Theoretical framework is one of the significant parts of the research process. The présent
study has its“ roots in feminist theories. There are different feminist theories about woinen
empowerment but liberal feminism supports the current study.
2.2.1 Liberal Feminismi

Feminist idéologies Havé not of the recent emergence ‘but it is a quite loln'g history. The
fnain aim of the feminism is that women Subordination ¢an be questioned. Liberal feminism
wants the equal accessof worien to various public domains and strictly discourages unequal
tredtment on the basis of gender. Friedan (1981) also supported the idea that society should
make continuous effort to reduce the gender gap and to develop more human social system.

Similarly to reduce gender inequality, liberal-feminism suggests planned actions like mobilizing

‘a % - s

existing political changes channels for change “developing equal economic opportunities. Thé
founder of liberal feminism is considered to be Mary Wolsten Craft. However, most of the work
of libétalism-in. the past is associated to John Locke, David Hume, Jereny Benthan, ariid John
Stuart Mill: It is also ¢alled equalitarian or mainstream feminism.

Gender inequality is the result of male dominancj{ and sexist way of the division of labor
in society ( Ritzer, 2000). Thus, it nieans that liberal feminism demands the elimination of
sexism that leads and causes gender inequality. Similarly, liberal feminism accepts the é‘xist;ﬁg
set up of the society but want to expand the circle of the rights of women. The liberal feminism
wants the implementation of gender balance law and also lay stress that women should have
equal chance of access to these laws. Liberal feminism agrees with the existing setup-ds said —b'y’

Jagger (1993) that liberal feminism does not want ary cﬂange in the ‘stfq‘Cture of basic

organization. Maiy Wollstonecraft has-focused basically on the eradication of institutional bias
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Timargara réspectively. Twenty six.percent of the respondents had been taken frorh the Tehsil

¥

Dir of the districts Upper Dit.

Tablé 4.2: Distribution of the respondents regarding their age and family monthly incorne

SR Ry )

Age of the ﬁ:s}ionde'ﬂts o

S.NO | Agé¢ of the respondents in complete years Frequency |-Percentage
i Uptol8 o 137 | 16.6,
i 1920 o B ) ‘ 153 - 1448
w2122 . g ne 34
v 22+ . . | 16 . 147
Total e o 1342 . . 1100 .
| Mean: 2013 Standard deviatioh : 1.549 N o
Family incomic of the respondents, e e
S.NO | Family incomeé of the repondents | Frequency . | Pefcentage |
1i | Lessthan 30000 |16 a7
i ]30000-50000 . ., |18. . . 44
iii | 50001-70000, . . = s [ 348
iv 70000+ 7 o ey 21 6.2
Total L (342 L1100
| Mean:  52377.19 Standard deviation : .13436.758  ~

Table 4.2 reveals the age and monthly family income of the respondents. The data
illustrate less than half of the réspondénts (44.8%) were in the age category of 19-20 yeafs, while
34% of the respondents were in the age group 21-22 years:. The table further shows 1hatr 16.6 %
of the réspondents were up to 18 year, whereas a small portion (4.7%) was above 18 yéar of age:
The mean (average) age of the respondents was 20.13 years while standard deviation was 1.549.

This table also gives data on the monthly income of the respondents. The data réveal that-
more than half of the respondents (54.4%) had monthly income of Rs, 30000-50000 whereas
more than one third i.e; 34.8% were getting Rs. 50001:70000 per month. The table also
tepresents that 6.2% of ‘the respondents were getting total mont};ly‘ income dbdve Rs.70000
whereas a small portion of the respondents (4.7%) were having le;s“é than Rs. 30000 monthly
incomes from all the nieans.. Thé fiean income of the respondents was 52377.19 while the

standard deviation was 13436.758.
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Table 4.12: Respondénts views -on the relationship ‘between education and their political

participation
Education and women political participation
SNo |Statement “TSA |A  |[NO_ |[DA |SDA |T.F(%) ] Mcan | STD
i A Educétidﬁ giv'es youmore cila;lces ) ‘18 242 15 757 10 "3>42 | 2A.4bi‘ - .927
to be involved in political activities | (5.3) | (70.8) | (4.4) | (16.7) | (2.9) | (100) !
| Education provides you a platform | 28 | 237 |30 |38 |9  [342 |23l | 871
' to participate in politicaraétivities (8.2) |(69.3) ’(“8.8) (11.1) | (2.6) | (100)
i Education increases your level of | 14 | 259 |18 |40 |11 |342  |234 | 861

participation in political actvities @.1) |57 |3) | (1.7 | (3.2) | (100)

The table 4.12 represents data on views of the respondents related to the relationship
between education and women political participation. The data reveal that majority of the
respondents (70.8%) were agreed with the statement that education gi;fes them chance to be
involved in political activities,.16.7% of the respondents were disagreed whereas 5.3% of fhe
respondents were stfongly agreed. The data further show that 4.4% of thé resporidents remained
neutral while only 2.9% of the respondents were strongly disagreed with the mentioned

statement. The mean calculated was 2.41 and the standard deviation as .927.

The table also gives data related to ‘the statement that education provides them a platform

to participate in political aétivities. In this regard, majority of the respondents i.c. 69.3 showed’

agreement and 11.1% of the respondents held contrary opinions whereas 8.8% of the respondents
did not give any opinion. The data also reveal that 8.2% of the resporidents were $irongly agreed
while only 2.6% of the fespondents weré strongly disagreed with the mentiohed statement. The
mean calculated was 2.31 and the standard deviation was .871.

The table also displays views of the respondents on the statement that education increases their

level of participation in political activiti¢s. Results indicate that majority of the respondents (75.7%) were'
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also show that 5.3% of the respondents told that restricted mobility does not affect their political
life. The calculated mean was 1.94 Wwhile standard deviation was .398.

The table also reveals data related to relationship’ of women turn Ou; and restricted
mobility. When they were askéd, majority of the responde:nts (92.7%) fold that restricted
mobility stops women voter’s turndut while 7.3% of the respondents held the opp;osite views. As
Muoghalu and Abrifor (2012) ‘told that women are strictly prevented by their male ‘family
members from entering to authoritative spheres. :

The table also gives data about the satisfaction level of women about women votets turn
out during elec\libn. When the respondents were asked, méajority of the respondents i.e. 92.7%

were not satisfied and 5.8% of the respondents were satisfied from women turriout up to soine

extent whereas only 1.5% were satisfied to a great extent. The calculated medn was 2.87 V};hile ‘

¢ et

o1 & Y

standard deviation was .48.

- P

The table also reveals views of the respondents ab(;ut the relationship of restricted
mobility and contesting election. The data demonstrate that fnajority of the ;espondents 1€
94.7% told that restricted mobility is a barrier in the way contesting election and only 5.3% of
the respondents do not consider restricted mobility as a barrier.in the way of their contesting
election.

The table also gives data on hqw often restricted mobility pfe“ve"hts; tiem fromn
participating in. political activities.. When the respondents were asked, majority of lhem.‘i.lé.
83.9% told that festricted mobility always prevented them to partiCipaté in political activities,
10.8% of the respondents told resﬁt"rict‘ed mobility becomes a barrier in the way of their politi¢al

participation while 5.3% of the respondents told that restricted mobility has never stopped {hem

from taking part in political activities.
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The table also gives data on the statement ‘women should not go outside of home’. The
data show that majority (80.4%) of the respondents were disdgreed with the statemenf ‘that
women should not go outside of home, 9.9% of the respondents were agreed whereas 5.8% of

the respondents did not comment on the asked statement. The data also reveals that 2.2% of the

respondents were strongly agreed while 1.2% of the respondents wére strongly disagtced with

the mentioned statenient. The calculated mean was 3.68 and standard deviation was .775.

The table also reveals data on the statement that ‘women should not go for casting vote’.
The data further demonstrate that majority of the respondents (78.1%) were disagreed with the
statemient that women should not go for casting vote, 12.9% of the respondents were agreed
whereas 5.8% of the respondents did not give any opinion. The data also show that 2.6% of the

fespondents were strongly agreed with the statement whereas only .6% of the réspondents weré

.
~

strongly disagreed with the miéfitioned stateinent. The calculated mean was 3.61 and’ standard

dcviation-was .816.

The table also gives data on the stafement that ‘women should not contest eleétiori’.. In
this regard, majority .of the respondents (76.3) % was ciisagfe‘éd and 11.1% of the respondets
remained neutral wheteas 6.4% of ‘the respondents were strongly-agreed. The data further show
fhat 5.0% of the respondents were agreed while 1.2% of thé respondents were strongly d‘iSag‘reed
with the statement that wbmer’i.s*hould not contest electiofi. The calculated mean was 3.61 and

standard deviation was .866.
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