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READER, thou hast here an honest book; it doth at
the outset forewarn thee that, in contriving the same,
I have proposed to myself no other than a domestic
and private end: I have had no consideration at all
either to thy service or to my glory. My powers are

not capable of any such design. I have dedicated it to

the particular commodity of my kinsfolk and friends,
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so that, having lost me (which they must do shortly),
they may therein recover some traits of my
conditions and humours, and by that means preserve
more whole, and more life-like, the knowledge they
had of me. Had my intention been to seek the
world; s favour, I should surely have adorned myself
with borrowed beauties: I desire therein to be viewed
as 1 appear in mine own genuine, simple, and
ordinary manner, without study and artifice: for it is
myself I paint. My defects are therein to be read to
the life, and any imperfections and my natural form,
so far as public reverence hath permitted me. If I had
lived among those nations, which (they say) yet dwell
under the sweet liberty of naturej s primitive laws, I
assure thee I would most willingly have painted
myself quite fully and quite naked. Thus, reader,
myself am the matter of my book: there; s no reasbn
thou shouldst employ thy leisure about so frivolous
and vain a subject. Therefore farewell.)’’. From

Montaigne, the 12th June 1580 (Translated by
Charles cotten)
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we do not correct the man we hang; we correct others
by him. I do the same; my errors are sometimes

natural, incorrigible, and irremediable: but the good

which virtuous men do to the public, in making
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themselves imitated, I, peradventure, may do in
making my manners avoided publishing and

accusing my own imperfections,

The parts that I most esteem in myself, derive more
honour from decrying, than for commending mysélf
which is the reason why I so often fall into, and so
much insist upon that strain But, when all 1is
summed up a man never speaks of himself if
without loss; a man; s accusations of himse .If are
always believed his praises never translated by
CharlesCotton)®
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I seek, in the reading of books, only to please myself
by an honest diversion; or, if I study, 'tis for no other
science than what treats of the knowledge of myself,
and instructs me  how to die and how to live well

(Translated by Charles cotton)”
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I hail and caress truth in what quarter soever I find it,
and cheerfully surrender myself, and open my
conquered arms as far off as I can discover it; and,
provided it be not too imperiously, take a pleasure in
being reproved, and accommodate myself to my

accusers,(Translated by Charles cotten)”
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In earnest, I rather choose the company of those who
ruffle me than of those who fear me(Translated by

Charles cotton
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I am not so good a naturalist (as they call it) as to
discern by what secret springs fear has its motion in
us; but, be this as it may, ; tis a strange passion, and
such a one that the physicians say there is no other
whatever that sooner dethrones our judgment from its
proper seat; which is so true, that I myself have seen
very many become frantic through fear; and, even in
those of the best settled temper it is most certain that
it begets a terrible astonishment and confusion during
the fit. I omit the vulgar sort, to whom it one while
represents their great-grandsires risen out of their
graves in their shrouds, another while werwolves,
nightmares, and chimeras. (Translated by Charles

cotton)’
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I think it less hazardous to write of things past, than
present, by how much the writer is only to give an
account of things every one knows he must of
necessity borrow Upon them.I am solicited to write
the affairs of my own time by some, who fancy I look
upon them with an eye less blinded with passion than
another, and have a clearer insight into themby
reason of the free access fortune has given me to the
heads of various factions; but they do not consider,
that to purchase the glory of Sallust, I would not give
myself the trouble, sworn enemy as I am to
obligation, assiduity, or perseverance: that there is
nothing so contrary to my style, as a continued
narrative, I so often interrupt and cut myself short in
my writing for want of breath; I have neither
composition nor explanation worth anything, and am
ignorant, beyond a child, of the phrases and even the
very words proper to express the most common

things; and for that reason it is, that I have undertaken
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to say only what I can say, and have accommodated
my subject to my strength. (Translated by Charles

cotton)’
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Compare with such a one the common rabble of
mankind, stupid and mean-spirited, servile, instable,
and continually floating with the tempest of various
passions, that tosses and tumbles them to and fro, and

all depending upon others, and you will find a greater

distance than betwixt heaven and earth; and yet the
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blindness of common usage is such that we make
little or no account of it; whereas if we consider a
peasant and a king, a nobleman and a vassal, a
magistrate and a private man, a rich man and a poor,
there appears a vast disparity, though they differ no
more, as a man may say, than in their breeches.
neither the courage to die nor the heart to live, who
will neither resist nor fly, what can we do with him?

(Translated by Charles cotton.)’
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The most fruitful and natural exetrcise of the
mind,in my opinion,is conversation;I find the use
of more sweet than of any other action of life;and
for that reason it is that,if I were now compelled
to choose,] should so I think,consent to loose my
sight than my hear and speech ..The study of

books is a languishing and feeble motion that
heats not,where -as conversation teaches and

exercises at once*
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Compare with such a one the common rabble of
mankind, stupid and mean-spirited, servile, instable,
and continually floating with the tempest of various
passions, that tosses and tumbles them to and fro, and
all depending upon others, and you will find a greater
distance than betwixt heaven and earth; and yet the

blindness of common usage is such that we make



92

little or no account of it; whereas if we consider a
peasant and a king, a nobleman and a vassal, a
magistrate and a private man, a rich man and a poor,
there appears a vast disparity, though they differ no
more, as a man may say, than in their breeches.
neither the courage to die nor the heart to live, who
will neither resist nor fly, what can we do with him?

Translated by Charles cotton)’
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Compare with such a one the common rabble of
mankind, stupid and mean-spirited, servile, instable,
and continually floating with the tempest of various
passions, that tosses and tumbles them to and fro, and
all depending upon others, and you will find a greater
distance than betwixt heaven and earth; and yet the
blindness of common usage is such that we make
little or no account of it; whereas if we consider a
peasant and a king, a nobleman and a vassal, a
magistrate and a private man, a rich man and a poor,
there appears a vast disparity, though they differ no
more, as a man may say, than in their breeches.
neither the courage to die nor the heart to live, who
will neither resist nor fly, what can we do with him?
(Translated by Charles cotton.)’
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I think it less hazardous to write of things past, than
present, by how much the writer is only to give an
account of things every one knows he must of
necessity borrow Upon them.I am solicited to write
the affairs of my own time by some, who fancy I look
upon them with an eye less blinded with passion than
another, and have a clearer insight into themby
reason of the free access fortune has given me to the
heads of various factions; but they do not consider,
that to purchase the glory of Sallust, I would not give
myself the trouble, swom enemy as I am to
obligation, assiduity, or perseverance: that there is
nothing so contrary to my style, as a continued
narrative, I so often interrupt and cut myself short in

my writing for want of breath; I have neither
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composition nor explanation worth anything, and am
ignorant, beyond a child, of the phrases and even the
very words proper to express the most common
things; and for that reason it is, that I have undertaken
to say only what I can say, and have accommodated

my subject to my strength. (Translated by Charles

cotten ) >
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- The most fruitful and natural exetrcise of the
mind,in my opinion,is conversation;I find the use of
more sweet than of any other action of life;and for
that reason it is that,if I were now compelled to
choose,I should so I think,consent to loose my sight
than my hear and speech The study of books is a
languishing  and feeble motion that heats not

whereas conversation teaches and exercises at

once.(translated by C. Cotton)”’

d/uJLfﬁijL uf..c"_,fff/l. Iy JJ"JU.‘.'LUUK
ujc:.u.f&J;léf’",:)écﬁ:J(/lf‘a,?;df--c‘:_ggdb’{,ug]c’.uf//



195

o B S adot i I BT b e LS T\ (2 S a
L LS ST T eI T e ins p
(;Ux])-‘éc}./fo;;u@,&)ffydﬁﬁuﬁ:3;07

Eutecred JisduiS e B G P BN L9
et i P 618" LA S U1t 25 ST Ut S G 6
-J.'."} J/'f 8:( ({jb’«)iul&ﬁ:q‘t‘l
:9.&6@;14(5051..{1

Compare with such a one the common rabble of
mankind, stupid and mean-spirited, servile, instable,
and continually floating with the tempest of various
passions, that tosses and tumbles them to and fro, and
all depending upon others, and you will find a greater
distance than betwixt heaven and earth; and yet the
blindness of common usage is such that we make
little or no account of it; whereas if we consider a
peasant and a king, a nobleman and a vassal, a
magistrate and a private man, a rich man and a poor,
there appears a vast disparity, though they differ no
more, as a man may say, than in their breeches.
neither the courage to die nor the heart to live, who
will neither resist nor fly, what can we do with him?
(OF THE INEQUALITY WHICH IS BETWEEN US
Translated by Charles cotton.”’
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There is a saying that it is a good thing to have a good
name, that is to say, credit and a good repute; but besides
this, it is really convenient to have a well-sounding name,
such as is easy of pronunciation and easy to be
remembered, by reason that kings and other great persons
do by that means the more easily know and the more
hardly forget us; and indeed of our own servants we more
frequently call and employ those whose names are most

ready upon the tongue.(translated by Charles Cotton) .
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- The most fruitful and natural exetrcise of the
mind,in my opinion,is conversation;I find the use of
more sweet than of any other action of life;and for
that reason it is that,if I were now compelled to
choose,I should so I think,consent to loose my sight
than my hear and speech ..The study of books is a
languishing and feeble motion that heats not,where -

as conversation teaches and exercises at once'®
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