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ABSTRACT

The present sfudy ls an attempt to l[\,est]gate ,ntertexfuar relatl.ns bet\reen the Book of
Psalrns (TBP) and the Hory eur'an (THe) It focuses on trc narure ofreratronshrp and

form and functron oftherr respectrle drscourses Tle srudy makes close readlng oI.the

selected texts (ST) fiom the perspechve of rnter_textuahty It ls a sort oftexh]al as u,cll

as mtertelfuar anarysrs *'rth ao eye on to mveshgate ho\r far the texts me slmlra., to or

drfferent from each otier The stud),seeks for expllclt aod lmphclt lntertextual relattons

and the elements and featues such as themes. naEatr\ e pattem, strucfure dlscoulse

l terary forms. styrc. genrc, emprolment ofrexrcal terms and phrases that dcte,-rne ho*
far the text are mtertextually related or otlenrrse and how does THe poslhon ltseifwlth

respect to IBP ln terms ofhtertextuahq Thercsuh ofthe study, o,hrblts that the subject

rnatter. ke]' concepts and themes ofthe Holl,eur.an at some places echo the Brble rn

thrs case, the Book of psalms Ho\ ever. the eur an de't elops a srmrlar message bv

cmplolug tts o\rn q?lcal features. form and sLruchre. dtalogues narrattr.e panem.

specrfic lerms and elements that posltlon 1ts oun ongnaLtt and umqueness
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Chapter I

1.1 Introduction

Tle present study rs an aftempt to ln\ eshgate rnterte\tual relahons betyeen the Book of

Psalms (TBP) and thc Holl Qur an (THQ) It focuses on the narure of re]alonshrp and

form and functlon of therr respect:r'e drscourses The study males close readrng of the

selccted terts (ST) from tle perspectrve of rnter-tertual rty It rs a sort of tertual as \\'ell as

hlcrtcxtual analysls ulth an eye on to rn\'estlgatc hou far the texts are srmtlar to or

dlfferent fiom each other The study seeks for exphcrt and lmplcrt lntertcxtual relatlons

and the elements and features such as thernes. n,uratrve pattem. structure. drscouBe.

Irtcrary forms. style. genre. emplolmcnt oflextcal terms and phrases tlat determrne hoq

far the text are rntertextually related or othcrwtsc and hou does THQ posrtron ttself u rth

respcct to TBP ln tcrms oftntertextuallt),

1.2: Intertextuelit! :

Intene\tualrt). accordtng to Bazerman (2008) rs- the relahon of a text to some other

text(s) tlat suround(s) rt Hc defines rnterteltuahl) as the e\phcrt and lmpllcrt relatlons

tha! a tcxt or ufterance has to prror- contempora4'and potentlal future texts_ (p 88) lt ls a

''phenomenon uhercb) a tcxt ts present tn another te\t elther cxpllclll] or rmplrc[I1 '

(Cheang. 1008. p l2) The cardtnal conccpt of rntcrtcxrualrty rs fomed by the rnter-

rclahonshrp between tle drachronrc pattems (Ltsa 2009)

Genetle (1997a) rcduces lntenextuallt) to a relahonshlp betyeen t!r'o or among

sc\eral tcrts or to tle actual presencc of one te\t \rlthln another Hrs approach of



lntertextuallty mcludes sources zLnd rnfluences of te\ts It ls coDcemed Blth the lssues of

lmrtatron. transformahon. the classrficatlon of types ofdrscotuse. along u lth the themahc.

modd. genenc and formal categones and categonzatron of tadrtronal poehcs (Allen,

2006. p 100)

Bloom (1997) asserts that poctlc lnfluence does not make the pocl less orrgrnal

rather more ongmal, though. not necessanly better The profoundness ofpoetlc rnfluence

whrch he calls poeic mrspnsron "cannot bc reduced to souce-study. to tle hlstor)'of

rdeas. to the pattermng of rmages ralhcr rt rs the snrdy of the Lfe of poet as a poet" (p

7) Poets. accord[g to Bloom, do not read others (poets) as a result of berng poets

themselves rather they make mlsrepresentahon whrch dlrect them to filI rmagnahve gaps

Farrclough (2003) states that gcneralll. -lnterte\tuaLq rs the presence of actual

elements of a tert qrthm a te\t - quotatrons. yet -lhere are less ob\lous u'ays of

lncorporatrng elements of other texts for a message mlght be re.r,orded by summanzmg

what was actually wnften or sard urthout attnbutrng other te\ts (p 39) Inte(e\tualrty, for

hrm. rn thrs sense. ls -'a matter of recontexfuahzalron - a movement ftom one context to

another" (p 5l) Re-contextuahzahon can bc regarded as the dlnamrc transfer-and.

transformatlon of somettung fiom one drscourse rext-m-conte\1 to anothei (Llnell.

1998. p 154)

Bzoman (2008) Llews that er cr) te\t uhether a sacred or secular rs created u,lth

language It has to depend upon tbe only common stock (language) shared by all A text rs

produced, mostly and essentrally. rn words and phrases famrhar to lts lmmcdlate

readers/hstcners as there rs no other substltute for comprehendrng lt Tlerefore. the



ongnallty of a work only depends upon putllng i\'ords rn ne\\ \,,ays and order so that to

fit specrfic srtuatron, pwposes. needs. functrons and to offer no\ el meanlngs lnterterfual

analysrs, accordrng to Bazerman (2008). !s a \\'a)'to e&rmme thc rclatron of a tert to

another text. how lt uses and how lt posrtrons rtselfulth respect to othcr texts

1.3 Background

The Holy Qur'ar shares cetam matenal wlth the Holy Brble (THB). panrculai) La*'

(Torah). Gospels (lnleel) and the Book of Psalms (Zaboor) It cxphcrtll' mentrons the

names of these books berng revealed by Allah Almrghty and refers to them and thelr

contents at certarn places both dfectly, for rnstance rn verse 105 of chapler al-Anb*'a

(The Prophels) as well as mdrrectly as rn vcrse 162 of chapter a/-,\i.'d (The Women) 1n

THQ It cchocs the Blble at certarn placcs rn tcnns of form and functlon and pYs5 ths

rmpressron as hare been Efounded m the srmrlar manner as THB ln thls case TBP For

exalrrple, suroh al-Rarma, (chapter 55) mates use of a reftam thrrt)-one trmes tle way a

refrarn has been employedbypsalm 136. tuenty-srx trmes Furthermore. THQ also makes

use ofdralo€ues. parables, srmrhh.rde and metaphoN etc llke THB But thrs smrlant\ In

THB and THQ has been projected b) tIe Westem scholars aad Onentahsts such as

Charles Cutler Torrey (1933) and Johr Wansbrough (200.1) as a matter of negarve

element. who conslder atry slmllanty or more surtablv the lnter-tcxtual relatronshrp. a

denvatlon aom the Brble b1 the Qur an

Torrc) (1933) states that nearly on e\en,page one comes across tle hlstorv of

Jeus. ucll-krou'n Jeursh figures. rabblnlcal usages and laus uhrch grve the rmpressron

that "lslam rs the farth of Abraham and Moses' (p 2) Wansbrough (200-1) asserts that



there are certarn places ln THQ where ''pencopes mlglt or couJd har e been ongrnated '

but as a whole, the amount of referenccs. repetrtrve use of rhetoncal conrentroDs . and

the blatant "polemlcal style_ all Ddrcate a "strong sectanan atmosphere rn *hrch a corpus

of fa.Drllar scnpture uas berng pressed lnto the senlce of as )'et unfarnlllar docmne' (p

20) He states that the Qur-a c allusrons to the blbhcal cYent take for gatrted the

acquamtance ulth the narratlves of Judalc-Chnstran scnpfures whrch \r'erc. therefore.

only refeded to rnstead ofredeyeloprng rts

For Muslms, howe\'er, any srmllanty betlr'een THB and THQ rs not problematrc

at all They behevc rn the prophet-hood of all (prophets) from Adam (AS) to

Muhammad (S A W W ) and therr respectrve books The Holy Qur'an menhons, "Thc

truly good are thosc uho beheve rn God ard tle Last Da). ln thc angels. the Scnpture.

and the prophets ' (Abdel-Haleem. 2005. p 19) Accordng to one of the core behefs of

Mushms. thc books ofthe earher prophets have been revealed by Allah Alrnrght). and

that the Qur'an rs fie last and hnal book rn the senes ofre\elatlon The Qur'an states. 'ln

matter of farth, Hc has lard dor*a for you [pcople] the sarne commandment that He ga\ e

Noah, whch Wc have rer ealed to you [Muhammad] and q,hrch Wc enlorned otr Abraham

ard Moses and lesus Uphold the farth ard do nol dr\1de rnto facuons \rrthrn lt' (Abdel-

Haleem,2005. p 312) At another occaslon tle Qur'an mentlons

So [1ou beherers]. sa]'. 'We behe\e ln God and uhat uas senl dour to us and uhat
uas scnt dorrrl to Abraham. Ishmacl, Issac. Jacob. and the Tnbes. and \lhat $as
gr!e[ to Moses. Jesus. and all the prophets by ther Lord \\'e make no drsrnchon
baween any ofthem. andwe de\ote ourselves to Hlm - (Abdel-Haleem. 1005. p l6)



Mushms beheve that all revealed books belong to one and the same basrc source r e Uz-

ul-Kltab, preser\ed m healcn, and that all of them con\ey the same message - the

Oneness ofGod, hence they must ha! e srmrlanhes

It \rrll not be mappropnate to say tlat thrs drfference ofoprmon rs actuall] oftlro

drffcrent world !1ews \\'estem and li{ushm. ln snrd} rng the Qur an Chrrstopher BucL

(2006) has nghtly compared therr respectrve approaches as secular acadermc vs

tradltlonal academrc. anal;trc vs s),nthehc. tendency to o\ er-drffercntrate \s tendenc\ to

harmomze. use of reason and bras rs use of reason and farth, sometrmes offensr\e !s

sometrmes dcfensrve on the part of\\'estemers and Mushms

The present study seeks for rnter-textual rclahorshlp between TBP and THQ A

mrrechve arm of thrs stud) ls to anallze the seemmgly rnter{extual selected parts of the

ST ln order to lnYeshgate the e\act nature of relatronshrp bet\r'em thcm The stud) deals

urth the slmrlar matenal rn the TBP and THQ In thrs concem. four drfferent Psalms

Psalrtr. 1 (complcte), Psalm, 37 (selectcd verscs). Psalm. 78 (selected \ erses) and Psalm.

136 (complcte) from TBP and four drfferent Sazlrs 2 - al-Baqarah (selected !erses). I4

- lhrahtn \seleclel l'erses) 2l - al-,4nbrya (selected verses) and 55 - al-kthmon

(complete) Aom THQ har c been selected The selechon of the excerpts rs based upon

lndrcatlon of slmllantres betwcen the ST by schola$ hke Theodore Noldeke and hrs co-

authors (2013) and Angehca r.\euurrth (2008) as uell as on the probe ofthe researcher

Noldeke, Schu,ally. BergstraBer and Pretzl (2013) state that the Qur'an has certarn

parallel matenal ulth the Brble. yet repllcates a short passage My nghteous serr arts

\rll Dhent the earth (Qur'an.21 105) word for word from TBP rn Old Testament (OT)



''the nghteous shall rnhent the land' (Psalm, 37 29) The researcher has selected verses

27-29 fiom Psalm 37 and r erses 105-107 fiom surah al-Anbrva for analvsrs

Neuwrrth (2008) clarms that the Qur'amc descnptlon of "fiurl-beanng tree as an

rmage of Just" rn surai Abraham (Qur'an. 14 24-6) remlmscmces Psalms that er.press

agranan mode of Lfe She does not hrghlrght an), partrcular psalm ln thls regard The

researcher. howeler. has selected Psalm-l whrch mcludes slmrlar lmages rn parabohc

form the way descnbed rn suroh lbrahtm (Qur'ar- 14 24-7). for analysts Furthermorc.

she makes a comparatl e study ofpsalm 136 and suruh al-Ruhn4, aod declares the latter

as thc rereadlng of the former Abdel-Haleem (2001) has also bncfly compared the

drscourse of the psalm q'lth that ofthe sura, He does not agree urtl those uho regard

the whole srrai merely as an rmrtahon ofthe psalm Psalm 136 and surah al-Rahman arc

sclected for re-searcb]ng lnter-tex[ual relaoonshrp bet$'een them m order to rn\eshgate

hou far the Qur'anrc drscourse rs slmrlar to or drfferent from psalm 136

Moreover. TBP and THQ share a number ofevents ofthe past about the lsraehtes

The eveDts of the partrog of sea. $rshlng out of q'ater fiom the rock. demand of food by

the Israehtes have been rncorporated b1 both psalm 78 and surah al-Baqarah lt rs.

ho]I ever. \'ery rntereshng to note that no scholar, Musllm or non-Musllm. has pornted out

any relahonshlp betw een thcse accounts But the rcsemcher constdeG 1t extremely cruclal

to anal)se selccted verses of the psalm (78 1-28 ) and sclected ar a at of 5urah al-Baqarah

(Qur'an.2 47-61) wlth thc arm to rnveshgate Dter-textual relahonshlp. lts nahre and to

drg out srmllantrcs and drffercnces rn therr drscourses



Psalm 78 descnbes certarn elents llke God's srgns m Eg\pt whrch the sura, does

not recount rather tley are narrated m srralr al-.A.'raf (Qur'an. 7 110-7) In the Lkeu rse

manner, the s&ra, (al-Boqoroh) descnbes certarn events such as uorshrpprng of calf b;

the Isnehtes that the psalm (78) does not rnclude rather the event rs related m psalm 106

-A.ll such el ents have trot been made part of analysrs Rather. only those events have been

selected for rnveshgatron that both psalm 78 and the selected o|aot of surult al-Baqatah

(Qur'an.2 47-61) sharc However, verses l3-15 ofpsalm 136 hare also been made pan

ofanalysrs urth psalm 78 13. as both descnbe the same event. for better understatmg the

u'orld-!rer* of psalm 78

It ls assumed tlat thc analysrs of thcse three e\ cnts r e paihng of sea. Cushmg out

of water fiom the rock and the deoand of food by thc Israelrtes rn addrtron to the other

sclected parts ofthc ST \r'rll be sufficlent to pro\'rde. to a greater extcnt. the prcture ofthe

narratlve pattem. struchue ofthe dlscoulses and the message that they lntend to dell\er It

wrll help readers rn makrng generaluahon about the entlre smrct[e and ultlmate message

that botb textual corpom want to con\ e)'

There mrght be somc other contents of srmllar natue rn the ST but 1t $lll be

extremely arduous to \ueld tlem all rn lrmrted course ofhme Therefore. merely fPsalm.

37 27-29 \.s Qur'an.21 105-1071. lPsalm.78 1-28 vs Quian.247-61], [Psalm. I vs

Qlrr an. 14 24-2'7) and [Psalm. 136 \s Qur.m. 55] ha\e been selectcd for analysrs and

drscussron

In order to avord both exffemcs and maDtaln rmparha]tt] the researcher has

attempted to marntaln a moderate apprcach for hrghhghhng srmllantles and dlfferences



bet*een the mter-textual matenal and tts nature m TBP and THQ The stud) endeavors to

move rnto the foreground to male vrsrble the rnter-textual matenal ofTBP and THQ wrth

the alm to exaInlnc thell respechve form and funchon

1.4 Organization of the Study

The present study has been orgamzed rn fir'e chapters Introduchon. Re\reu of Llterature

Research Methodology. Analysrs and Drscussron follou'ed by Conclusron The

IntroductoD chapter makes the reader famrhar urth the srudy morrng foru'ard to drscuss

rntertextuahty aod to present backgound ofthe stud) It drscusses organrzatlotr or scheme

ofthc study ln drfferent chaplers follo*ed by srg ficance ofthrs work It presents tqo

mportant rcsearch queshons whlch have bccn attempted to answer It throws hght on

dehmrtahons ofthe study followed by ratronale ofthe present u,ork

Chapter two revrews resqrch and hterature of slmllar naturc m three dlfferelt

areas ln the firsl area. the notlon of mtertextualrt) rs expl:cated through the lenses ofthe

theonsts of the subject field The chapter then moves ahead to the ne\t area. to drscuss

THB and THQ rn general and TBP and THQ ln partrcular. m the lrght of the concepts of

Westemers and Muslms The chapter gl\es an oventeu of the Brbhcal drscourse and

Qur'amc drscourse rn the last area

Chapter three r e Rcscarch Methodology d,scusses selectlon of the pnmary-cum-

secondary texts. excerptrons fiom the ST mo\lng ahead to lts class!ficahon and formaootr

of tables Tle chapter then bneflv drscusses the proposed model and methodology of

anallzmg the selected data



Chapter four attempts to anal)ze the excerpts of the ST categonzed and then

redacted ln se\en drfferent tables In the Table 1, e\phclt mter-te\t \r lth reference lPsalm.

37 27-29 vs Qtrr'ar. 21 105-71 rs analped and drscussed Tablc 2a to table 2d arl,altze

exphcrt rnter-text wrthout reference [Psalm, 78 1-23 rs Qur-an- 2 47-61]. sub-druded rn

four parts - the lnlhal lerses and three drfferent bul mterrelated events Table 3 and 4

throw lrght on rmplrot rntcr-te\t [Psalm, I vs Qur'an. 14 21-11) and, lPsalm, 136 rs

Qur'an. 551 ofthe ST rcspech\cly

Tle concludrng chapter bnefly drscusses the arm of tle present study. movrng

forward to t}Ie concept of lotertextuahty and rts drfferent shapes and kmds The chapter

then bncfly tlrows hght or thc world \ rc$ s ofthe Westemers and Mushms regardmg the

relatlonshrp betwecn THB and THQ It bnefly descnbes Research Methodology of tle

study follo\r ed by findmgs ofthc present study

1.5 Significance of the Stud]'

The present study rs srgmficant liom a number of aspects It may help the readers rn

understandrng the nanre of rclatrotrsblp betueen the sclected tcxts It ma) help them rn

rnfernng the world-vrews of the ST The readers mrght come to know regardrng therr

form and funchon whrle presentrng the same or nearly same accounts The study mlght be

useful rn bndgng rehgrous gaps between the selected texts It may also be useful rn

understandrng mtertextuahty and ma-"- contnbute m thrs parhcular area of language and

htemhrre



1.6 Research Questions

Q I What are the srmrlantres bct*eetr the Book of Psalms and the Hol; Qur-ano

Q 2 What ls the nahrre of relabonshlp between thc Book of Psalms and the Holy

Qur an. ln terms ofmtertextuahty9

1.7 Delimitations of the Study

TBP and THQ have one hutrdred and frfty (150) psalms and one hundred and fourteen

(114) surahs (chapteN). respechve]y Tlerefore. rt * ould hare been unqleld) to seek

utertextual relatrons betli'een the entrre textual corpora of TBP and THQ rn a Lmtted

span offime Therefore. the study has been dehmlted to the selechon of four (-1) dlfferent

psalms [l (complete)- 3'1 2'1-29.78 1-28 a.nd 136 (complete)] fiom TBP and four

drffercri surahs [Qur'an, 2 47-61. 1124-27,21 105-107 and 55(complete)] liom THQ

for te\tual analysrs and dlscusslon ln terms lnterte\tuaht]

1.8 Rationalc of thc Study

One mrght ask. u'hy have I chosen thls toplc'To answd slmply. after secunng admtsston

rn MS Enghsh, m thc sesslon of onentatloq Dr Ayaz Afsar stated somethlng ver)

crucral that before undenakmg research one must male one's S\\'OT anal) s1s Stnce the

strcngth ofthe researcher rs Comparatlve Rehgons as he has alrcad) eamed tle degree of

M phrl Islamrc Studres on the toprc "rJrt- slJU ls Jr5 J !5 a-'" +" (Hrstorlcal Stud)

of the comprlatron of Ne\r' Tcstament) Furtiemore. dunng the course worl. the

researcher wrote two rcsearch assr€nments on the toPlc ll'omen t Rtght o/ InllertlanLc u1

the Btble ond the Hol Qur an wtd Dtscourse Anahsts of Choptcr Four qf rhe Gospel qf

10



l[atthev, by applyng \\rlLam Laboy's narrah\e ]t{odel Tterefore. the researcher has

bccn mterested to undertake hrs research on the sacred texts - the Btble and the Qur'an

In thls fust chapter ofthe study. an effort has been made to equrp the reader urth

utroductory uformahon rcgardrng the qork It rs hoped that the reader u'ould have

acqurred firsfhand kno*ledge and got famrhanty wlth thc baclground. systemabc ordel

of carDrng out thrs 'rork and lts slgnlficance lt has presented tr\'o rmportant research

questrons wblch the sh.ldy alms to answer It has bnefly dlscussed dellmllatlons of the

study and has attempted to make reader knoun ulth the ratlonallzatlon of chooslng the

toprc for the present study

11



Chapter 2

Review of Literature

2.1 Introduction

The arm of thrs chapter rs to revrew ihe *orks rn three dlfferent areas u'here the presenl

study rs grounded The first area ts that of lntertextuaht) Thls sechon of the tevrew

drscusses cornage of the tcrm mtdtextuahty. background and loglcal de\elopmelt ofthe

theory through the nohons of the key figures and vanous foms and shapes of

rntertextuallty The second area ls that of the revlew of research on the mter-textual

relatrons srmrlanhes and drfferenccs betq een THB aod THQ rn general and TBP and

THQ rn panrcular rn tle hght of the vtews of both Westem and Mushm scholars The

thrd and last part ls the reuew of hterature that hlghhghts the unrque form and funcflon

ofthe ST desplte carrFng srmtlar or nearly stmrlar matenal Thls lmportant chapter helps

rn devlsug a theoretlcal model for carr-ung out thls study

2.2 Coinege of thc Term 'Intertextuali(v'

Thc tdm mtertextualrt) was Lnltlally corned and employed by Julla Xnstcva rn late lg60s

rn her essays Ie Tere Clos (1968). The Bounded text (1980) ard llbrd Dtulogue' and

Norel (1980. 1982) Howcver. rts ongm may be traced back to Ferdrnand de Saussure's

study of srgns u'hlch he [amed. semrology Saussure's semrologl brouplrt reloluhon rn

thoughts and rs 'one ongrn of the thcory of lntertextuallt)- (Allen. 2006. p 10)

Therefore. Saussure s concept ofslgns rs $ orth-mentrontng here
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2.3 Saussure's Concept of Signs

Saussue s \\orl Course m Gencral Lmgusucs (1915) emerged as a ne* drsctpltne of

modem llngurstrcs *hrch mrght be regardcd a mrlestone rn thc 6eld of ltterary and

cultural $eoR Sausswcan 'nohon of lhgurstlc srgn emphasrzes that rts meanlng rs non-

referentral" (Allen. 2006. p 8) Srgns possess meallrng on accounl oftlerr frnctron urthln

a llngurshc system tle synchronrc system of language uhrch e\rsts at any moment of

trme Hrs rdca ofllngulshc communlcahon (parole) stcms fiom cholccs wlthln a lrn8!rshc

systcm (lang!c) whrch pre-cxtsts any spcakcr Hrs hngurshc slgn rs nor only non-

referentral but also drfferentral Thus slgrs are pan of a system and grr'e meanrng on the

basls oftherr slmrlanty or drfferences among thcm (Allen. 2006)

Saussure s nolron of synchronrc system of langxage and rts pre-exrstcncc than

spealier rs, though. related to thc theor) of lntdte\tualltv but seems to gl\ e the lmpresston

of tle notron ofslgns mere as products whlch Knsleva secms to challenge and mor es the

thcory foru'ard rn addrtron lo Maklael Balhtln s notlon of dralogrsm Bakhhn. a Russtan

tleonsl. rs consrdered the actual ongrnator of the theor-! of rnterterfuallty. though not of

the term Ba-khtln's dralogrsm and hls concept regardrng u'ord and tts meanrng ts bncfly

dlscusscd here

2.4 Bekhtin's Conccpt of Dialogism, Word end its Meening

For Saussurc. tic rclatronal nature of word stcms Aoln an abstract sYstem (s\rchronlc

system) but. for Bakhtln lt ongrnates fiom the exrstence ofq ords \r'lthln pantcular soclal

srtes. rcgrstcrs. moment of utterance and tts receptlon (Allen 1006) Knsteta_ rndeed. rs

13



crcdrted wrtl the cllnage ofthc term htcrtextualrty but tle B'ork ofBakitln rn the related

field rs very cruclal Bakltrn was:rmong tle proneers *ho replaced the stable heurng

out oftexts \rlth a model \\'hcre lltcrary sfucture does not srmply cxlst but ls generated rn

relatron !o another structure (Knsteva. 1980. pp 64-65)

Bakhtrn (1984) cnhcrzcd the approaches of formalrsts and structuELsts who

focused exclusl cly on the rntcmal form of tcxt ard neglecred tlc extemal factors He

vrews that \\'ord contarns lts lfc rn transmlttlng "from one mouth to anotler. fiom one

context to ano[rer context. from one socral collectrYe to another" (p 102) The naturc of

languagc and llteraturc ls mlerently dlaloglcal Langxage rs acqu[ed througi ]ts proccss

of transmrsslon fiom rndrrrduals to other lndrvrduals ln th:s uay. cvery drscourse:s rn

dralogue \arth earhcr and wrtl tle forthcomrng drscourses on the same subject (Balltrn.

1984) Baldtln s concept of \l ord-s rransmrssron from one socral srte to another ard

draloglcal nature of languagc. suggest tcxt as a socral text only lt secms to lack thc

concept ofhrstoncal tc\t. the lnsrde oftcxt. rntroduced and mo\ed forr\'ard by Knste\a

2.5 Kristeva's broedening of Saussurc's and Bakhtin's thought

Knsteva ( 1986) developed her theol-l of rlcnexrualrq on Saussure s rdea of semro)ogy.

growrngly called semrohcs .urd Balhtrn s concept of dralogrsm 81 emplolrng rhe

Saussurean synchronlc system of language. the sdnrohcs rn 1960s argled for rts

objectruty rn order to stablhze thc meanrng of srgnrfiers berng used at any one moment

u'lthrn that system whrch proYrdcd determtnable srgnrfieds (AJJcn 2006) Thrs approach

needed to a\'ord human sublect and pluraltty of stgnlfiers vanous unstable slgntfieds for

ln tum play the rolc of srgnlfiers and srgnrf, other srgnrfieds It ncedcd. $hat Demda
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(1987a) called. transcendental sr!rufied whrch ah,, ays refers to rtself and ..would exceed

the charn of srgns, and would no longer functlon as a slg lier ' (Allen. 2006. p 3l)

In the uorks ofTel Quel group. of*hom Knste\a lras a member. te\t becomes ..a

slte of resrstance to stable steorficatron (Allen. 2006, p 33) Knstcva. unllle Saussule.

seeks text m state ofproductt\,tty ustead ofproducts to be suallowed only For Kltste\ 4

'Author. rcader and anallstjorn a process of contlnual productlon (Allen, 2006. p 3l)

$luch camot be reduced to representatlon" for such a text tn\,ltes otlet readers to

contnbute rn thls new semlohc productlvlty whtch rs -developed fiom and m relahon to

these modem lcxts" (Knsteva, 1986, pp 86-87) and thus

The new scmlohc models then fum to tle socral tert. to those soclal practlces of
u'hrch 'hteratue' rs oi ) one unvalonzed vanant. ln ordet lo concetve of rhem as so
many ongomg fansfon]laholls and/or produchotr (Knsreva- 1986. p 87)

Knste\a's \\orls greatly exhbrt the nfluence of Balihtrn s concept of dralogrsm u'hrch

she rncorporates m her new semlohcs She seems aEreed to the Baliitlnlan concept of

cultlrral-text Knsteva (1980) argues that tcxt rs made up of aheady exlsted utterances. of

cultural (socral) text She \ teu's that text ls a permutatlon of te\ts an mtcne\tuaLt] ln

the space of a $vcn text. m q'hrch se\ cral utterances. ta.ken from othcr terts. lntersect and

neutrallze onc another' (p 36) Yet she seems to repbrase Balhtrnran concept of

dralogrsm tkough her semlohc notron of text (tnd1v1dual.) and textuallly (cultural) Thus.

text at onc and the same hme $ves doublc m earrng a meaotng wrthtn ltself(lnslde) aDda

me:mrng as soclal te\t (outslde) She. however. argues that both. cultural-text atrd

lndl\rdual-telt cannot be separated belng consfucted from same textual matcnal (Allen

2006)

15



Knste\a (1986) refe6 lo texl ln terms of honzontal axrs and vertlcal aus

Honzontal axrs of tle text connects the \*nter and the reader. and tts vertrcal a\ls

connccts the text to othq te\ts, a s),nchronrc lrterary corpus Borh a\es fall togethcr

qrthrn the \\orl-s textual space ard communtcate uords. carrlrng *le exlstence of the

past te\ts wrthrn thcm Knsteva s notron of te\t. rn addlhon to the vleu s of some other

theonsts rs moved for\r'ard by Ronald Barthcs. *hrch rs bnefly dtscussed here

2.6 Ronald Barthes' Thcory of Intertextu.litv

Knstcva (1986) dlscusses text ln relabon to te\tualrty and calls tcxt a prodr-tctrrrty.

though. rnseparable from cultural tcxt Barthcs (1981a) drscusses te\t rn relaton to work

Hc de\clops hrs nobon of text and uork and tlerr rnter-relatlonshrp on Damda s \lcws

about tle rclatlonshrp bet\r'een specch and *'ntlng In tradrhonal hrerarchrcal drvrsron.

spccch was consrdered pnmarl'and untrng as secondan' Demda (1973) corncd a tcrm

drfferance through uhrch thrs fact uas exhrbrted that speech had no authontv or pnontv

over \\,rlhng for rt dld not come beforc wntrng Drfferance hke \r'nhng. for Dernda" docs

not ftrnctlon as a stable s:ga:6ed for rt rs not a stable concept Thls concept of Demda

drsrupted and deconstructcd tradrtlonally constructed hrerarchy of s:gnrficr aad s:gn:fied.

urltrng and speech. te\t and ',\'ork (Allen. 2006)

Dcmda's rccognrtron of drsruprrve, pla1ftl and unstable dlmcnsron of urtrng

prolrdes Bartles a ncw vlsron about text q'hrch stands no\\ "for the play of slgnrficr

$1!hrn the uork (Allen.2006. p 67) Barthes- te\r ls nol onl) a plurahq ofmeanrng but

an rntcr.text *o\cn ulth echoes. refcrenccs and quotatrons Such a text has no ongrn

ratherllls'aplurahtyofvorces.ofothe words.otlerufterancesandotlertelts'(Allen-
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1006,p 66) If otre \a as ablc to look rnto thc mrnd of the author elen tlen one would nol

be able to drscor,er the lntendcd meanlng and umqueness of the author's u'ork There are

no neu'emotrols. thoughts and achons but ahead\,exlsted one and that human berngs

thrnk, feel and act tn codes. a cultural space of ddld I al\a1s akead]'\\rtten or read ]

(Banhes. 1987, p 47)

For Barthes (1975) nothlng eusts outsrdc the text and here the word text means

mter-text Thereforc meanmg for Barthes, llke Dcmda, rs alu'ays antenor and deferred

and occr]Is liom the play of srpnrfiers, rnstead of the stgnlfied to stabllze the srgntfier

Meanmg of the text does not spnng ftom the srgnrfier used by the wnter for a slgnrfied

(concept) but ftolo untraceablc lntcr-tcxts \rhrch cannot be traced rn order to ueq thern as

srprrfied of fie srgrfiers Tlere are. ho\rever. some other theonsts uho looks at

mtertexhrallty from another fiamc of mtnd r e sructuraltst and reduces rt to a relahonshrp

between texts The most rmportan! of such theonsts ls Gerard Geoette uho rs hneflt

drscussed here

2.7 Genette and Intertcxtualit]

Intertextualrq has marnly been explored by the theonsts of tuo drfferent ftames of mlnd

Post-structuEhst and Sfucturaltst Tle tleonsts drscussed so far abore. are post-

structuEltst m thelr approaches They lleu mter-textual rclatlon as untaceable betwcen

two or amotrg several tcxts Genette s versron of rnterte\tuallty rs drfferent Aom the

concept of post-struchnallsm (Allcn 2006) Genctte (1997a) abndges mtertextuaht),to a

relatlonshlp between t\* o texts or among several texts and to the actual presence ofone

text wlthm another
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Genette's (1992. 199'1, 1997a\ theory of Dtertextualrty and archrtextualrty,

accordmg to AlleD (2006). has no conccm rrlth semrolc processes ofcultural and textual

srgnlficahon but wrth rmttahon. transfomatlon. classrficahon of forms of drscourse. as

well as thematrc. genenc. modal. and formal categones and categonzahon of tradrttonal

poetlcs Hls re-descnptlon of the theory of lntertexfuallt) preseots a lcry determrnable

and pragmatlc rntertextual reiatlon between rndrrrdual texts of spectfic common elements

Thls approach of lntertcxfualrty mcludes sources and rnflucnces oftexts

Developrng hrs thcory on Claude Lcvr-Strauss' bncoleur (m)lhnalier or cntlc).

Genefte (1982) argues that bncolew consfucts strucfure fiom earher exrsted structures

through the rearangsment of elements fiom already arranged elements Thrs neuly

constructed smrctue ls not rdenhcal to earlrer ongmal stucture. howei er. functrons as an

explanahon ard descnphon ofthc ongrnal one (Allen. 2006) Genette's Transtextuahty rs

sub'druded rnto five klnds whlch wrll be drscussed rn forthcomrng forms and sh3pes of

rntdte\tualrty Here rs bnefly drscussed another rmportant theonst. Harold Bloom ( I 997)

\r,ho seems to beheve rn poetrc lnfluence but mamtarns a poet s ongrnalty

2.8 llarold Bloom's Theory of Poetic Influence

Bloom's theory of poet4' (1997), \ entures a novel pornt of departure m pBchcal

cntrcrsm Hrs chref concern rs to exphcaltc pochc mfluence and pror rde an mslElt lnto

lntra-poetlc relatronshrp He attempts to derdealEe thc so-called constructed Dotlons of

thc people of makrng poet by tle poet He oprnes that weaker poets only rdeahze therr

precursors uh:le strotrg poets wrestle \rrth them Weak poets llke Oscar Wllde lack to

overcome thc anxlety of lnflucnce
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Bloom (1997) seems to beheve rn rnfluence. yet asserts that rt does not malie the

poet less ongrnal rather more ongrnal Poehc rnfluence whrch he names poetrc mlspnslon

cannot be llmlted to t}Ie hrstory of ldeas, paftemlng of rmages and to the source study

rather "rt rs the study ofpoet as a poet (1997, p 7) Poets do not read poets as a result of

bemg poets themsehes rather they mal.ic ml$epresentatron $hrch drrect them to fill

magmatlvc gaps

Bloom (1997) seems to have been gTeatly Dfluenced by Ncrtzsche. a Germa[

phrlosopher, ard Freud. an Austnan psychoanalyst Neltzsche supphes hrm rdea from

aesthetrc perspectlve qlule Freud's defense mechamsm coresponds Bloom's srr

rerlslonary ratros propoutrded by hrm regardrng mtra-poehc relatlonshrp He rejects

Freud's notlon of possrblhty of happy substrtuhon Subshtutton ts not accepted by the

poets as thc, cngage themselYes always rn an antrthctlcal colhslon agalnst art and nature

"to ha\,c therr lnrhal chance alone An ephcbc (voung) poet rs an "anhthehcal- and

''anh-natural" man and fiom the r ery outset. he seeks for achrermg \mpossrble oblecr"

as has already done by hrs precursor bcforc hrm (pp 8-10)

Bloom (1997) traces slx re\'lsronary ratros or mo\ements ln the lrfc cycle ofthe

strong poets Hc clalms that these are rery much essenhal to comprchend ho\\ a poet

devlates fiom aaotler Bloom's srx rattos or mo\ements are CLnamcn. Tessera. Kenosts.

Daemonlzatron. Askes6 ard Apopkades

Chnamen means to -s$'en e_ The succcssor d)rnks hrs precursor s poem correct

to an extent but then s\r'en.es rn a ne* drrcct:on Thus. mparts ne]I contnbuoon to the

poem Tessera rs complehoo ard anhthcsls In lt. the successor aDhthchcall) completes
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precusor's left-out arreas that need completron ln some other sense Kenosls ls "breakrng

devrce" ln Kenosrs, a dlsconhnurty ls sought by the successor rn thc process ofrsolatrng

hrmself from precursor's lnfluence Daemontzatron ts a 'moYement towards personalzed

counter-subhme agamst precursor's In lt. the precursor's beheYed-supenor-power rs

marupulated In thls ua). one s own greatness ls perpetuated b),dlsmlssmg rhe ongmalttJ

of precwsor's work Askesrs rs "self-purgatron The achte\cmcnts of precursor and of

successor are drmrnrshed m rt to Jusu! successor's mdr\rdual success "Apophrades__

means rctum to dcad" Tle successor holds hts poem open to the work ofprecursor T1le

achlelement of the nc\.r poem gtves tle rmpressron as lf not \l,nften by the precursor.

rather as rf thc work of the precursor ls Bntten b) 0tc successor (pp 14-15)

Intertextualrty has becn dehneated lnto dlffcrent krnds and form by the scholars In the

followrng. r,anous shapes and form oflntertextuallty arc bnefly drscussed

2.9 Various Forms and Shapes of Intertextualitr

Dlffercnt theonsts and scholars have catcgonzed the term. lnterte\tuallq,. tnto drfferent

knds and shapes Tle most lmportaot ones are bnefl\, dtscussed here

2.9.1 Gcrrrd Gcnctt.'s Tr.nstcxtu.li$

Genette (1992. 1997, 1991a) categonzes hls Transtcxtualrty rn fire sub-krnds (l)

Intertextuahty, the actual ptesencc of one text lnto another It mvohes quotatloDs.

plagransm and allusrons (2) Paratcxtualrty It rnvolves elements that surround the text

hke preface. revlc\rs, edltonals etc (3) Archrtextuaht) lt ls the unchangrng, though

slowly evolved. burldrng blocks that support tle rntegral lterary system on u,hrch the

stable and vrable poetlcs of genres (the lrterary categones), modes (the ratural foms or
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aspects of largxagc *hlch can be dl\lded lnto narrah\ e arnd dlscourse) and themes are

establlshed (l) Metatcxtuahty lt rs thc exphcrt or lmplrcrt cntrcal commentary of one

texl on anotler text (5) Hwertextualrty It rs the rclahonshrp of a tcxt B (h)?enext) $1lh

the precedrng tcxt A (h)?otext) upon r\hrch thc h)?crte\t rs dc\eloped ln such a \ray thal

rt caflnot be regarded lts commentar] h rs thc den\atron of a text from another already

exrsted text H)?otext. for Genette. ls the 'maJor sourcc ofslgnlficahon" for !ts h)?ertc\l

Ils krnds are translatron. spoof. parody and scquel ctc It rs'non-oDgrnal reurtrng of

what has alrcady becn urrttcn" (Allen- 2006. p 108)

2.9.2 M.nif.st lnt.rt.rtualitl .nd Int.rdiscursiyiQ

Normar Farrclough (1992a) drscusses two tlpes of rntenextuaht) marrfest and

constltui\,e. thc latter ofwhlch he terms rntcr-drscuIsl\1ty He rs of[re Yreu that manlfest

rntene\tualrty ls drfferent fiom lnter-drscurslvlt) Hc beheres that the ongrn ofmanrfest

rntcrtextuallty can be faced as rt rs clearly marked rn the text Hor*erer- rt rs not mcrel! a

reproductron of the ongrnal text rathcr a transformahon for berng emplol,ed rn drfferent

conte\t lntcr-dlscursl\ rt-v rs the general form ofdrscourse pattern hke style. genrc. Jexrcal

terms. un-ascnbable referenccs etc used collectl\ ely ln the folmahon of a te\t

2.9.3 Six Tcchniqu.s of IdcDtifling Intcrtcrtu.litl

Bazerman (2008) mentrons srx techmqucs for rdentrlang the e\pLclt and rmplrc:t

rnterte\tualrt) These are (l) Drrect quotatrons. (l) Indrrect quotahons. (3) Crhng or

narnrng a person. statcment or document (4) Makrng comments or c\aluatc a te\t

statemenl etc. (5) Employng phrases. terms etc assocrated ulth partlcular persons or

documents (6) Employng partrcular forms that echo some documcnt(s) or people
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2.9.4 Scv.n Tlpcs oflnt.rtcxturlit! by Rob.rt S, Miola

Mrola (1004) categonzes rnter{extuallty ln seven drffcrent krnds uhtch he compresses rn

three categoncs Category I lncludes te\t(s) medlated drrcctly through rhe author (laler)

Thrs catcgory ls sub-drr:ded lnto four t)?es re\rsron tmnslatron. quotatron and sources

Category 2 contarns [adrhons [n thrs case thc presencc of carher te\t(s) radrates tlrough

dlfferent lndrrect mcans lrke commentancs. translatlon- adaptatron etc It ls funher

dr\rded rnto two kmds convenoons & configuratron and genres Category 3 rncludes

whatever rs broughr to a text by an) audrcnce rather than uhat the author purs rn lt

focuses on the clrculahon ofcultural dlscourscs rather than text(s) and tradrtlons

The abo\e mentroned forms and shapes ofrntertertuaht) explrcate that the term rs

multlfaccted lt ranges fiom audrcncc's bnngrng some rclanon of a !c\t to anothcr texl

uhether phys:cally exlsts or othcn* rsc. to the re\rsron and translahon of some other te\t

Intertextuahly. thus, can be defincd as any sort ofrclatlon. exphcll or lmpllcrt, erposed or

der rsed by a reader,'hstener between t\r'o or anonq more than t\\'o te),ts Hou e\ er. the

crucral pornt hcre, ls lo find out *hat sort of lnter-tcxtual relahon exlsts bet\\'een the ST

ofthe present stud)' In thrs concem, thc elcments and technrques pornted oul b) theonsts

and scholars above arc rmmensely lmponant

Genene's (1997a) concept of lntenextuahty - the actual presencc of one tcx! rn

arotler that could bc both wrtl referencc (quotatrons etc ) and u'rthout reference $,hrch he

calLs plagransm. rs rmmensely rmportant for tlrs sody because THQ \r\rdl) refers to

TBP at one place and hare lnterte\tual matenal \ rthout refemng to the la(er le\t

Furthermore. Genetle s (1991) concept of Archrtextuallly rn \\hrch he esscntralh lncludes
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thrcc technrques genre themc and modes as dtscussed abo\c rs also Importart for

hrghhglrtrng rmphcrt rntertcxtualrty

Farrclough's (1992a) concepls of ma fcst rnter-text u'hrch rncludcs clearly

markcd text. and lntcrdrscursr\rty tlat contalns gencral forms of drscourse pattem Lke

style. genre. lexrcal terms and un-ascnbable referenccs etc are Immensely rmponant for

hlghlghhng !Dtcrt.xtual relahon betu ecn the ST

Funhermore. BazcrmaD s sl\ tcchnlques of rdentrfrng lntene\rualrq are also

\cr) lmponan! Hls technlqucs compnse dlrect quotatrons or references. rndrrect

references. crtrng persons. statements or documents etc. makrng comments etc.

employng terms and phmses assocrated \A'rth partrcular documents and persons.

emplo}rng partrcular forms ctc IHQ refcrs to TBP. crtcs the Book of Psalms. emplo)s

terms and phrases such as People of Israel etc. seems !o use srmrlar form hke the

emplolmenl of a reliarn n surah aLRahman lrke that ofpsalm 136 Therefore- these

technlqucs are greatly lmportanl as a model for thls stud) for rdenhfMng interte\tualrt)

Arnong Mlola s seven t)?es of rntertextuahty, concepts hke re\ lslon. translatlon.

sources alld commcntanes arc rrelc\'ant Hou,elcr. IHQ seems to re\lse cenarn

partrcular message of the earler lexts at some pornt ,!s ln surah al-,4nhta lQur an

21 105) that drscusscs the rnlentalce of eanh b1, the nghteous people Furthermore.

IUrola s concept ofgerlle berng an lmportant element for rdentri rng lnlene\rualrt\ rs also

crucral

Tle abo,e grren elemcnts or lechnrques hrghhghted by the thconsts and scholars

are of rmmensc lmponance but the fact remalns that mostly ard essentrally riese terms
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havc not bcen cxplcated by tlcrn Therefore. the tcEns ha\e. firstly been explarned rn

chapter 3 and thcn tie selected texts are sought for rnterte\tual rclatrons folloued by

aral;srs ard drscussron rn chapter 4 But before thts. related lrtemture on THB and THQ

rs bnefly drscussed herc

2.10 The Holy Bible end thc Holy Qur'an

The Book of Psalms rs the sub-part of Brblc $hrch rs a collccnon of bools generally

knoun as a book ofbooks Thcrefore. most ofthe researchers have compared THQ $lth

THB $hrch also rncludes TBP and a ver) ltmrted number of scholars hare made a

comparatrve study erciusrvely on TBP and THQ Tlerefore. the stud,es. carncd out b)

the researchers on THQ wltl respect to THB are also of tmmense lmponance to be

re, te*ed

THB and THQ have oer bccr an area of tnteresr for the rcscarchers. both

Musltms aad non'Muslrms. across thc \rorld The maJont) ofthe Westcm scholars regard

THQ as a borro$lng fiom THB Therr approach rs sccular academrc. aralyrc. hare an

rnchnatlon to oT cr-drfferentratc and ma.kes use of reason and blas On the other hand.

Mr.tshms consrder that the carher Scnptures ard THQ communrcate tle same messagc I e

Oneness ofGod Therr approach ls thus tradltronal academtc. slnthchc. ha\e a tendenc)

to harmonrze and ernploys reason ard farth (Buck. 2006) Western approach and the

T reu,s ofthe Weslemcrs regardrng THQ arc bnefly rcvrewed here
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2.10.1 Wcsterncrs'Vi.$s.bout THQ with rcspcct to THB

D Shepardson (1980) conducted a study on the toprc. The Btblrcal Elemenr tn the Quran

rn whrch he declares THQ as Malometan blble He states that t\\'o-thrrd of THQ

compnses the stones of thc pcople wrth Je\r'rsh and Chnstar background He scarches

for brbhcal characters ln THQ. Qur'anrc rrov about such characlcrs. nature of srmllar

matenal and above all the sources fiom u'hrch. accordrng to hrm. Muhammad den\ ed hrs

Informahon As for tle characters. Qur anrc rreB'ofsuch characters and nature of slmtlar

matcnal rs concemcd. he states that the story of Adam and Eve. Abel and Carn. the flood

aad Noah. Abraham, Isaac. Jacob, lrt. Joscph. Moses. Solomon. Jonah. Job. Ezra, John

the Baptrst. Ma.rJ,. Jesus clc and all thctr rclated stones are charactenscd bt a strange

mrxture oftrutl and 6ctron" (p 207)

Regardrng the sourccs of Muhammad s rnformatron Shepardson (1980) fashrons

hrs study by drscussrng three tradthonal European vreu's r c of Sprenger. Gerock and

Emaauel Deutsch Shcpardson rejects Sprenger's rreus \rho consldcrs tlat Prophel

Muhammad uas not llhlcrate. ratler he could read and \\nte and that he possessed a

T ersron of somc genurne ard apocrlphal portrons of Scnptures Shepardson overtums

Sprenger's \re\\s on accoun of \anauon tn stones He rejects Gerock s rreus uho

clarms that Muhammad gathercd hrs lnformatron through oral Je\\'tsh lradrtrons and

corrupted adaptatron ofChnsttanlty lnstcad ofsome \*ntten sourcc Shcpardson dlscredlts

Gerock s rrews on the basls of remarlablc slmrlantles rn the Blblc and lhe Qur'an He

far ours the r'reu of Deutsch who mnsrders that Talmud. the basts of Judarsm_ forms the

greater pan of THQ berng lts maln source Hou er er- the lact rematns that Shepardson

docs not provrde anr emptncal crrdencc ofdenvatron on thc pan ofQur an from Talmud
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Rather hc merely speculatcs and dcclares that Muhammad seems to have breathed the

atrnosphere of Talmud from hrs chrldhood. though he ma), not have seen the Talmud.

nor eYen hare heard rts name (p 2l2)

Kenneth Cragg has \r'nften a number of books on lslam In hrs famous rvork. Lire

bent of rle Qur an. he rnten{caves the teachrngs of THQ urth hrstoncal backgound but

he focuses on the pagan conte\t ofthe Qur'an and does nol engage htmself \rth Qur'amc

relatron to the carher scnptures and therr communrhcs Cragg ( l97l ) oprnes that Prophet

Muhammad r* as for the unleamed Arabs Hrs focusrng on pagan conte),t makes THQ

ahen to thc carher scnpfures

Baseftr Sanl (1977). contrary to Cragg. rreu's $at the fiIst addressees ofTHQ

were the Jcws who rrere ln grcat a number rn Makkah. tnstead of pagan Arabs and that

there arc numerous allusrons to Judatsm. Je\\'s and Jesus Chnst rn the Qur'an He clatms

tlatthe"fig'and olrrc drscussed rn Quran 95 I arc the svrnbols ofIsrael and ofMount

of Olrves. rcspectvely (p lll) He assoclates the fig as \rell as the olr\e (tle Mount of

Olrves) u'rth Jesus Chnst the former bclng remarned untouched by thc apostolale ofJesus

and the latler as -\rltness ofJcsus passtng tnumph. on the ere ofhrs passron (p 1l I ) He

asserts tlat Musllm tnterpretahon ofTHQ does not provtde an\ tnteractron bet\reen Islam

and Chnstranrty (p 99) He looks at tle verse through the glasses of Chnstrantty and

construes the !else ln a Chnstlan atrnosphae

Abralarn I Katsh (1955) rreus that Quran. \rrthout anv doubt e\presscs ltteral

oral re\elatrons arttculated by tle Prophct to the people of Arabta. ho\\e\er_ collected

recorded a.nd arranged by others and are not fiee of omrssrons ard edltonal modtficatrons
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The brographlcal dctarls of Prophet Muhammad. before and after hrs call, are enu rapped

)n legendary fancy and that hrs behef that hrs teachlngs uere revealed to hrm bv Allah

Almrght-v through Archangel GabDcl couldn t suggest the actual sources or onglns ofhrs

narratrves enactments He furthcr states.

The famrlranD' \rrth brbhcal pcrsonages. cprsodes. and detarls. doctnnes and

ordlnances occumng rn the Koran rs tlerefore hrghll deceptr, e. for the r anatrons
and modrficahons rntroduced by the Prophet merely pose neu problems of
rdentrficatron and correlatron (Katsh. 1955. p 163)

Gerhard H Bowcnng (2003) \'lcu,s tlat a substantlal relatlonshrp rs drsplayed bl the

Qur'an ro thc tradrtron ofJudarc and Chrrstran scrrptures I! echocs themes that cncounrers

apocr,?hal and mrdlashrc urtlngs It ls. howc\'er. a facl that among the blbllcal wnhngs

(apocry?hal. mldrashlc, normatllc). no slngle collechon has becn rdentrfied as tie malor

sourcc rn \\hrch thc Qur an mrght ha\ e been rooted" ( p 3.17)

Bo$enng (2003) asserts tlat Brble had nerther enhrely nor rn tle form ofa srngle

book u'as translated rnto Arabrc by the hm. of Muhammad (PBUH) uho collected

brbLcal detarls tlrough the word of mouth The rnformat:on u'hrch sprang up from

Hebrcw. Arahalc, Ethropran and S\Tlac matenals. uere delrrered to the prophet rn hls

mother-ton8uc re Arablc Qur'an drsplals forelgn \ocabula4 and that audrence of

Makkah and Madrnah whom tle prophct addressed. already apprchcnded thc forergn

vocabulary Bowenng seems to fashlon hls clarm about the onglnahon ofthe matenal on

$e basrs ofQur'anlc vocabular; offorergn ongrn

Contrary to Abraham I Katsh who oplncs that the oral revelatrons uttered b) the

prophet (Muhammad) \r ere collected, recorded and arrangcd by otheE \r1th omrsslons
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and modrficatrons. Bouenng (2003) \rcws that the hansrtron fiom oral to urrtten form of

the Qur'an can e\actly be located 'to tle trmc and person" of the prophet for thc Qur an

\ r\rdly deprcts thrs transrtron rn rts rhlmed prose style (p 3-17)

Charles Cutler Torrcy (1933) clarms that Quran. tle sacred bool ofMushms. qas

the creahon ofMuhammad and that rl rs practlcally unchanged from tle form grrcn to rt

by Muhammad Tofic!. on onc hand. states that tley ha\e \eh-- lcast rnformatron about

thc matenals and the outgro*lhs through *hrch thrs grcat rellgron came rnto cxrstence

Houc\'er. on the other hand. hc clarmed thal the malenal ofthrs neu farth was gathered

by Muhammad fiom the Jerl's of Hrlaz He makcs thrs clarm on the basrs of srmrla, or

rnter-textual relahonshrp bctE ccn the brbhcal and Qur arrc *ntrngs He clarms tlat lslam

has denrcd all thrs from Israelrtes who u ere the nerg}bours ofMuhammad

Toney (1933) clarms thal thc rcllglous educauon of Muhammad '.\'as thoroughly

Jcursh ln nature Hc statcs that Islam rs _a fusron of drrcrsc elements and rs an

''eclectrc relrglon tlat sclected the best ofranous rdeas and styles (pp 3-8) The Qur an

rncludes srzable elements from Arabra[ paganlsm and Chnstranlly but the greater pan of

rts cssenhal matenal qrme dlrectly fiom Israelrte sources However. TorreY seems to

fashron hrs clarm merely on the basrs ofspeculauons for he openl! mentrons hls reductron

to conJecture about the detarls of the outgrouths how. fiom uherc. fiom 'nhom and ln

\r'hat form the Prophet collected all such rnformatron (p 3)

Another lmportant study uhlch rn\estrgates the sources of THQ rs that of

Theodore Noldeke and others rr-oldeke was a phrlologrst of tle Semrtrc tradltrons and

provrded a no\el pornt of departure to the subsequent researchers of'Qur_anrc
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schola hrp b1 emphasrzrng concems \\'lth chronolog; tn thc ter.r ard the te\l's brbhcal

background" (Wansbrough. 2004. p x) Noldcke et al (1013) states that the chrcfsource

ofQur'an uas Jev,,rsh scnpfure and that lts carly surahs obrrously carry traces ofthls

ongrn Apart Iiom the hrstory of tie earlrcr prophets. most of the lau's and bchefs rn

Qur'ar are ofJe*rsh ongtn

The rnfluence of thc Gospels as compared to the rnfluencc of the Old Testament

on the Qur an ls much flrmsrer Houcver 'all Jeulsh elements rn the Qur'an carutor be

'traccd back to Jeu'rsh authonhes' and lhat *re major source of tnformatron of the

Prophet uas not the Brble but un-c.rnonrcal lrturgrcal and dogmatlc ltlerature' thus the

Qur'anrc stoncs ofthe OT fiercfore seem closer to Talmudrc Llteraturc than thc ongrnal

ones (Noldcke. et al 2013, p 6)

Patncla Crone and Mrchael Cook (1977) as well as therr fnend John Wansbrough

(2004) rntroduced qurte a novel approach that drffers cons:derably fiom thc conventronal

Europcaa approaches regardlng thc Qur'ar Crone & Cook fashron thcrr thesls on tle

basrs of drsregardcd small number of non-MusLm sourccs" and oplne that thc

cr\rhzatron of lslam uas formed'rn the \r'orld oflate antrqurt]; (p vr) Thcy clarm that

the Qur'an dld not exrst rn any form pnor to the final -decade ofthc seventh centur\ and

that tle tradrhon that poslhons the "rather opaque revelatton ' Into hlstoncal conte\t \\ as

not teshfied before tle mrddle ofthc erghth centur)/ ( p l)

Wansbrough (2004) portrays lrkewlse approach. that ofCrone and Cook Hrs marn

thesrs rs that thc genesrs of THQ rests rn the tradltlons of Judarsm and to somc c\tent ln

Chnstranrt). that untl the earl) nrnlh centurJ (A D ) the Qur'anrc text uas not formed rn
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all respects. tlat tle Mushm tradrtron about the fixatron of fie Qur'an by a commrttee

durrng Usman s rergn rs mer€ly a fictron. and tlal tle Qur'anrc tc\t mosth and essentrall)

has no concem wrth thc Prophet uho e\er e\rsted or not Thc Qur'an ls a small part of

calon out of a huge bulk of matenals rncludrng prophehcal loga and that there rs no

partlcular drvrslon or drstrnchon bet\{e€n lhe gcneral tradltrons and the canonrsed text

The tcxt of thc Qur an. accordrng to Walsbrough (200.1). became scnpture only

',\hen rt $as scparatcd from an cxtensr\e corpus of-prophetlcal logra (. p l) After

ach:evrng calonrcny,lt secured r!s rndepcndence fiom hrstoncal tradlhon that e\plalns lts

cxlstence and from the extemal elements used lo facrlltate rn understandhg !t The

dereloped burldrng or structue of tle Qur'anrc text rs scarccl\ 'monolrthrc rathcr the

scnpture of thc Mushms "drew upon tradltronal stock of honothershc rmagery. uhrch

may bc dcscnbcd as schcmata of rcvelatron" (p l) Moreover. the text of the Qur'an

suggests tlat tlc narratrve matenal uas almost constantl) abndged -_to a senes ofdlscrete

and parabohc utterances (p I )

wansbrough (2004) states thar the sqle ofthe Qur arrc re\1 rs \en repelrtr\e He

grr es an erample of tie q,ords 'retnbutron'. 'srgn . 'c[lc' and co\enant and that rts

themes hhgc upon a ver)' finrte ler.rcal rangc but the fiequenc) rate of them ls \ ery

hrgh u'hrch portrays t\Io reasons vast lrme peflod of "oral transmrssron or an onglnal

sencs of uncoordlnated pencopcs (an abstract fiom a tert. especrally a passage fiom tle

Brblc). or both'( p 2) There arc certarn places qhere tic pencopes mrght or could ha\e

been ongrnated 
- but as a \+hole. the amount of references repetlh\e use of 'rhetoncal

conventlons . and the blatant polemlcal style' all hdlcate a'strong sectanan atmosphcre
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In whlch a corpus of famlllar scnpturc was berng pressed lnto the senrce of as yet

unfamrhar doctnnc (p 20)

Wansbrough (2004), on one hand. seems to re1ect completel) the early Islamrc

hrstory as he conslders rt fa.l<c He dcnres the enttre Arab background of THQ On the

other hand, however. hc subshtutcs rt. wtti llttle and lndtrect e\ rdence. by the Je\\ tsh one

He clalms that tle stvle of Qur'an rs clhptrcal and rndlrect because tle Arablan Prophet

\\as \er] much famlllar \\'rth the Je*tsh scnpture and that $e reclptents of$e Qur'an

(the sectanan Jc\*s) uerc alreadl famrlrar urth thc detarl of Jeursh lrterature He

gcnerahses thrs assumcd acqualntMcc upon the allusrve and lndlrect srllc of the enhre

Qur'an But hrs work rs declarcd by somc Musllm cntrcs as a scnes ofrnvenhons on the

foot:ng of obscurc generahzatton A rague gcrerahsahon about the tndtrect stylc ofthe

Qur'an b1 \\fansbrough ls merelv a devrce. lt seems unfalr lo ascnbe thrs partlcular style

ofthe Qur an to Jews acquarntarnce utth Jculsh hterahire because the Qur'an employs the

same style about Amb hrstory. non-btbltcal prophcts and e\en about contemporar)

personages (Rahman, I 984)

Contrar] ro'rVansbrougl u'ho consldqs thal tle Qur'an u'as not formed untrl 9s

century AD. John Burton (1977) comes up \*rth a novel approach Tle marn thesrs of

Bufion ls that the present day matenal and arrangement of the Qur'ar *as done b1

Prophet Mulammad hrmsclf It rs merc a fictlon tiat the Qur'an ln rts prcsent slare u,as

edrtcd and arrarged under Uthman Hls argument mrght be consldcred Yer) remarkable

and lngcnrous but rnordrnately spcculahve He does not bnng a.n;, er rdence of wort-h to

prove hrs clarm
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Thc ncr.t remarlable $ork ls that of AngeLka Neuurrth s (2003) Qur oh ahd

Hutory'- a Dtsputed Relattotzshp Some Re/lecttons on Out a rc H$lot1 and Hnlon nt

tlrc Qur'an She drrrdes Wcstem scholars uho ha,e urnen about the Qur an. rn t\\o

calcgoncs - !hc fiadrtronahsls and the re!lsronlsts She consrders Warsbrough (2004) and

hrs fello*s Crone and Cook (1977) as reYrslonrsts who lnlhated a change ofrrew about

the ongrn of the Qur'an as a laler comprlatron rn terms of both rlme and place She states

that Wansbrough cmplols -tle model ofhrsloncal cntrcrsm of tle Neu Tcstament (NT)

to thc Qur'an. rcadrng the corpus as made up b1 logra of the prophet framed by experls

fiom latcr polemrco-apologehcal debatcs (p 5)

Neu*1dI (2003)drsagrecs urtl Wansbrough (2004) ard hrs colleagues Crone and

Cook (1977) on thc grounds of tle text of the Qur'ar u,hrch rs ncrther narrahves about

lr'luhammad nor "sayngs uftercd by hrm rather te\t of the Qur an rs a -speech that

exprcsses rtsclf as addressed to hlm- thus lt does not fit rhc concept of loga. rsolatcd

sa}rngs. at all (pp 5.6) She Yrews that the srrahs of tle Qur'ar are basrc genurne unrts

and tlat Muhammad hrmselffinahsed each surai Thc fixatron of the tert ofTHQ should

havc been done after tle earl) conquests The Uthmanrc rcdachon of THQ the

'hlpothesrs lhat the remnants ofthe prophet s recllatlons \\ere collecred soon after hrs

death to form the corpus \\'e ha\c bcfore us. rs thus plausrble. though not posstble to

provc (p ll)

Ncuwrrth (2003) states that the Qur an b1 rts form ard self-testrmony presents

rtself as a communlcatron betu'een a humaa ard the superhuman e\en before lts

canonlsahon It rs a ):turgrcal te\t _not onlv ln lts cohmunal usc but fiom lts \ery

gcncsrs" (p 16) The Qur'anrc hrsto4' does not conunence ulth the process of
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canonrsahon of tie text but rs rnherent rn the text ltselfEherc not only the contents but

form and sfucture also can be reed as traces of a hlstoncal or a caronlcal process.

atlemptrng botl tle crnergence of a scnpture and the emergencc of the comrnumty ' (p

16)

TIe Wcstcm scholars ha\e srmrlar approach towards THQ \rrth respcct to TBP.

bcrng a sub.pan ofTHB Westcmers' r'reus abotrt TBP and THQ are brrefly drscussed rn

thc follou'rng

2,10.2 li'.st.rn.rs' Vi.ws about TBP.nd THQ

Shepardson ( 1890) states that therc are certarn uDclear rcferences to Darrd s hfe and hrs

Psalms rn the Qur'an Noldeke et al (2013) consrders the Je\*rsh scEptures. as drscusscd

rn fie prccedrng sectlons of tlrs chapter tle marn source of the Qur'ar He does nor

descnbe TBP as ar rndepcndent bool but pan of thc Old Testament He clalms that the

fundamental belrefofthe Mushms'a!l )ldl Y" has been den\ed fiom the Je\rrsh ongln ll-

Samucl l233 and Psalms 183l etc Noldeke et al . ho\rever. \req that the Je\ush

elemenu. erphcrtly emploled b1 the Qur an. lool llle nothlng The onl) short passage

rephcated \erbatrm from the Brble (OT) by THQ rs Qur'an. ll 105 - Wc.rrote rn tle

Psalms. as We drd rn [earlrer] Scnptures "My nghteous senants urll hhent thc canh'

(Abdel.Halcem. 2005, p 208) u'hrch caa be traced rn Psalm 37 19 - The nghteous shall

rnhent tic land. And hve rn rt fore\ er (Rrdhng 1989 p 1086)

Noldekc ct al (2013) oplnes that versc 5 of Surah Fattha - ,.1ii-lt !t-!t o ut

conesponds to Psalms:7 1l but tt does not mean that Muhammad can have borrou ed

thesc words onll fiom Jeus (p 93) Regardrng 38 )B lsurah Saad) of the Qur'an he
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\'lcws that rt ls drfncult to determrnc uhcther the verse refers to Da\rd and the re\'elatlon

of Psalms or Muhammad, but lnterpolatron rn dre case of the verse -.would makc lcss

sense" (p 107)

Wansbrough (2004) whrlc drscussrng verses 55.16-61 and 55 62-17 \surah al-

Rainan) exclusrvely porntlng to the recumng Yerse "J.rs L.!r .)l J .L!'. states that the

\erse. by rts structure. produces tle effect ofa lrtan] llkeqrse the verse ofpsalm 136 'for

hrs steadfast love endures forercr' He oprncs that the slrnllanty of the \ersc cames out

srmrlar funcron as ln thc Psalm He prefers thc crnploltncnt of thc tclm lrtanlr hstcad

of -'refian whrch. accordlng to hrm, plays the role of concludrng formula (p 26) Hc

sceks for rnter-tcxtual relahon between rerse 9 of psalm 33 and verse ll7 of surah al-

Baqorah a\d states lhat the command ofonglnatron or creatron rn thc psalm 33 9 Forhe

spokc, ard lt came to be- he commandcd. and lt stood firm'rs parallel to Qur'an 2 ll7

"He ls the Onglnator of the hear ens and thc earth. and r hen hc decrces somethlng- He

says onll. 'Be. and rt rs (p 77)

Neuurnh's (2008) drscusses rnter-textual relatronshrp betueen the Qur'an and the

Book of Psalms rn genaa) and seeks for lnter-text ofpsalm 136 n surah ,1|-Rahman n

partrcular fiom the perspecuvcs of thcrr complex rclahonshrp to hrston, Shc oprnes that

tle nature of relatronshrp of THQ to hrstoD rs comple\ She compares the Qur'amc

approach of hrstory. firstly, to thc ancrcnt Arabrc poctD Shc states that contrar, to

anclent Arablc poefy tlat does not attarn any response to lts lamcntatron about the fatc of

penshed natlons. the Qur-anrc deplctron of the rulned abodes offers a meanrngfir)

message TIc demolltron of abodes dlscussed b) the Qur an ls not acctdental. rather parl
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of dlune plar The errldoers rncurred God's \\'rath upon them as the) neglected the

messengers ofGod

Neuwrrth (2008) compares Brblrcal approach of hrslory wrth tlat of THQ and

states that the Qur'anrc rreu on hrsto4 rs drametncally drfferent Fom that of Brble

Ho*ever, Psalm 136. rellected rn the Qur'an rtself. rs one of the speclal texts that cause

complexrtres to hlstory She compares Psalm 136 and Sr.rralr Al-Rahman \\lth the alm to

hrghlrght the rc1cctron of'Brbhcal notron of hrstor] as a promrse for the future bythe

Qw an (p 1) The novel approach regardrng human prospects of THQ. accordrng to her.

rs not only a rejechon ard rcplaccrnent of the Blbhcal one but also a response to the

rnqulnes ehcrted by thc ancrent Arabrc poetry

Neuulrth (2008) oprnes that THQ manrfests a changc rn the paradrgm of Brbhcal

hrstonognphy She clarms that Psalm 136 rs re-fashroned b; THQ rn Sura,h Al-Rahman

and thrs remodelhng rs not accldental She clarms that THQ cxhrbrts nurDerablc

remrnrsccnces ofTBP rn lls euly turuhs She states tlat TBP expresses tle lrvehness of

an agranan socrety Contrar) to TBP. the Qur an does not porfay any rural socret)

Ho\r'e\er. lt lncludes rural rmages such as frurt.beanng trce as an rmage ofJust. alluslons

to \egetatr\e cycle - gemlnatlon and wrthered-ness of gTass as an lmage of transrtor)-

ness. God s blessrngs descrrbed as glfts that uork as a pnncrple uhrch necessltates

thankfulncss on the part of human berngs. requlsltc rcndenng of guldancc and the

prospcctr\e etemal dr\lne tnal. the obllgaton of human berngs to uner God's prarse b)

e\penenclng Hrs grace the rdca of rncapablllg of conceaLns one's acuons from God s

notrce. noctumal u'akcs and praver. the arnbrralence of humaa berng hrs accountablllt\
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for "hybns and sclf-decelt" arc chaJactenstrcs famrllar to thc spcaker'transmtfter ofboft

tertual corpora (p 2)

Neuwrrth (2008) oprnes that the early Qur'antc surah! are closcly related ln

structure. lrtcrary shape and ftnctlon to the Psalms Houercr. stnkrng dtfferences also

exlst at the same tlmc The earl) Qur anlc surar.s are not paraphrasc of the Psalms Thetr

vlsron of hrstory ls entrrely drfferen! fiom that of the Psalmrst Most of tIe psalms

descnbcs God s dccds of salvatron rn the form of hrstorl The Qur'antc te\t. contrarJ lo

that of the psalms, seldom relres on hrstor) rather emplo)'s ne\* eschatolog)-oncntcd

perceptron of hnear trmc (p l) The Qur'anrc \ re\\ of hlstor] also rejects the vteu's of

early Arabrc poetry tlat docs not bcar any promrse for lhe fuhrre

n-euwrrth (2008) declares Surai al-Rahman as a re-readlng of Psalm 136 She

undcrtakes scmantrc and mlcro.sm]ctural alalysrs of the te\ts She \lews that therc are

three common charactenstlcs m lhe te\ts tle antrphonal structurc. Aequency of refiatn.

and thc oscrllatron of refiarn between harmony and tensron" (p I | ) She slales that the

emplol ment of refrarn '.)t :S r.s.) rlt ;Lrr ' 1s a counter{ext to the Psalm

Neuurnh (2008) has polnled out the lntcr-related verses of the texts She oplnes

that tle terts are semutlcally htar-connected qurte at thc outset TIe Psalm begrns *tth

askrng the readers for erpressrng God s prarse (Psalm 136 l-3) ltkewrse ihe first versc of

tle SL,.a, that begrns u'rth onc of the attnbutr\ e names of God Verses 5 and 6 of tlre

psalm $'hrch e(press God-s creauon ofheavans and canh conespond to verses 7 and l0

of thc surah Verses 7. 8 and 9 (thc creatron ofsun moon and stars) of thc psalm are

parallel to vcrscs 5 and 6 of thc sxra, The psalm then tums to hrstor) descnbed rn \ erse
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10 hll to the second last vcrsc of rt Thls part of the psalm descnbes dt\lnc acts of

salvatlon rn hrstory". ltbcrahon of Israel aad retrrbut:on exertcd on thelr enemles (p l'{)

Tle sarzl does not rnclude ary htstoncal evcnt but descnbcs a m)'thlc sccnarlo . The

psalm produces a tensron -bet\\'cen God s acts of alullhllahon" and -Hrs chanty coqurcd

m thc refraln"- Verse 31.5 of '},e surah llke\r'lse thc psalm prcsents threats to lhe

addrcssees follo$ed b; "posrttvc connotatlon tn thc refialn. Verscs 37-45 ha\'e been

clntextuallzed *rth the "acts ofanmhllatron (p l4)

Neu\\'rrth (2008). by one \r'ay or tlc othcr. attempts to rndrcate lnter'text of psalm

136rnthesurai Shc regards verses 31-5 as a prelude'to the rcal cllmax ofthe.r!rar'-

and vrews that THQ has engaged ltself r* rth thc thought of God s po\\'er rn resurrectlon of

rhe dead rn the posrtron' tle psalm has dlscussed rts \reu on hlstory. thus. that part of

the psalm whrch dcscnbcs hrstorl ts -'replaccd by eschatologrcal part of the srlar' (p

14) In a nutshell Ncuurnh s drscussron on TBP and THQ !n general and on psalm 136

and surah al-Rahman ln partlcular ls of tmmense lmpon,mce but nccd further e\phcatlon

and claboratron Tte prescnt study. along wlth otler excerPts. arms to ln\eshgate rnter-

tcxtual relatron bctween psalm 136 and surah-al-Rohman a\so HoueIer. ltlusltms vtess

about THB and THQ are bnefly drscussed here

2.10.3 MusliEs' vr.ns .bout THQ l+ith rcsp.ct to THB .nd TBP

Contrary to d)e Westcm Non-Musllm scholars. thc majonty of whom t}rnk THQ berng

rnfluenced b1 THB. the Muslrm scholars regard any srmrlantl bct\*een them on accoun!

ofberng Iiom onc and the same sourcc
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Hamza M Nlozr (1990) conducted a study entttled The Flood Narrartte tn rhe

Glgamesh Eptc, lhe Bble ahd the Qut an Tle Pt oblem o{ Ktnshry und Htstor rct4 The

autior hrghlrghts ce(atn dlsslmllanttes beht een btbltcal account of flood and the

Qur'antc narratl e He talks of certaln lmposslbrlltles ln $e Blbltcal accounts the

submergence of the entrre planet by tle flood. mentlonlng of tlme pcnod and durahon of

the deluge about whrch THQ rs sllent He statcs thal the narrah\es dtsagree ln tems of

the e\act numbcr of peoplc and crcatures ln the Ark and tletr drsposal The Qur'antc

account u'hrch rs oflen tgnored. e"htbrts remarkable tnslght regardrng tle event

NJozr (1990) states that there arc ccnaln slmllantrcs tn Btblcal and Qur'antc

account of flood Bul the "dtffcrenccs sccm to rule out rhe posslbrlll) of the Qur'an

haung depcndcd on tle Brble'(P 307) Thcre ls rlo dcfinlte eltdencc of Qur'anrc

dcnlahon ofmatenal from thc blblc Furthermore tle carllest translalton of *le OT and

NT rnto Arabrc language appearcd two hundred ard one thousard vczrs. respcctr\ely'

after thc deatl of Muhammad (PBUH) The onl) Posslble rcason for srmllantv rs tlelr

common sourcc uhrch accordrng to THQ ls "God uho rcvealed Tora}. Zaboor. Inll1 and

tle Qur an on Hrs choscn messengers ( p 307)

Da uah Inslttute of Nrgcrra (2008) rcnders numcrable arguments rcgardlng the

aurhentrcily and dl\ rne aurhorshrp of THQ rn a worl cntrtled. ,{l/thentrct) ol thc Qur Lth

It de\elops lts argurnents not on thc _lntemal ertdence' rather through the process of

ehmrnahon' (pp 36-37) The book thro$s hght on marn theones about possrble

authorsh:p of THQ - Muhammad. some Arab'non'Arab Poet(s) scholar(s).

Monk(s)'Rabbrs Satan. or God'Allalt
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The book excludes Muhammad from lts authorshrp on the grounds of hrs berng

unlettered, known htcgnty. and drffcrcnce rn Qur'amc sqle and that of radrr,l,s of the

Prophet It argxes tiat no authcnttc rccords evd exlst that ma) declare someone as secrel

teacher of rhe Prophet And rf thcrc had been anyone. the hoshle Arabs of tlat ttme.

certarnly '.\'ould ha!c exposed hrm Thercforc. therc ls no posslbllrtyofan Arab. non'Arab

poet/scholar or MonloRabbr berng rts author Tle Qur'an dcclares Satan as open-cnemy

of man How can Satan or a de\ll be rts autlor uhen he rs declared as enemy of the

manl<rnde 1Da'u'ah Instrtute of Nrgena [DN] 2008. pp 3?-a3)

Tle book rejects an)' possrbrhty of den\ahon of THQ from THB lt ts an

rnsufficrcnt proof lo declare a book the copy of othcr mercly on the basrs of srmllanbes

Thelr mrght get nformatron from a sourcc common to both Funhermore. rf THQ had

been denved Iiom THB. there would not havc been ser cre creedal drfferences bet*een

the two Evcn ln the narratron of the evcnts. cnbcal d:r'ergenccs may be obscned

Moreovcr. THB rs cnhrely srlent about consrderable lnformatlon rendered by THQ

Thereforc. THB carnot be regarded as Gc source of THQ (DN 1008)

The book throu s lrght on screntrfic rnfomahon and factual contcnts hke The Lost

Crt! of Iram (Qur'an. 897). e\cavated rn Syma rn 1973. \rorkcr bees bcrng female

(Qur an, l6 68). descnptron ofmountatns as pcgs (Qur'ar. 78 6-7)and many others On

thc basrs ofall thrs. thc book declares God/Allah as the solc author ofTHQ (DIN. 2008)

Akbarally MeheralJl (n d ) n L'nderstandtng thc &hle through Koranrc ltessages

assens that thoug} THQ rncludcs cdtarn events narated rn THB but the formcr b) no

mcans rs a copy ofthe latter The Qur'an descnbes the same hlsloncal characters but the
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tcxt. definltely. rs nol rdenhcal The Qur'an does not equate \\tth the allered t'crstons of

brbhcal dogrnas and creeds Lrkc[rsc NT wh]ch ls rncomplete and cannot fend wlthout

OId Tcstament. Islam cannot be taught qlthout l-he lnclusron ofthe past events and thclr

moral \ alues belng rls necessary background Wlthout mentlonlng the act of creatron.

morrng foru ard to the role ofprophcts rn preachrng fie same lesson. ttre Qr-u'an *ould.

undoubtedly. rsmarn an rncomplete te\t Wllhout drscussrng the beltefs of the past. rl

u'ould not be possrble for THQ to grve lts own pout of !rc\\ a.nd to hrghlrght hou and

where rt drffcrs The source oflnsfuctrons rncorporated rn THB as well as rn THQ. rs the

same and thus srmlla.nty ln the fundamental lnsfuchon ls. therefore. necessalv Ho$e\ er.

THQ goes beyond all prevrous rnstructrons lntcgated by thc prevrous revealed books

THQ unfolds se\eml accounts of ccnarn btbltcal propheG about uhrch THB rs

clmplctcly srlcnt

Fazlur Ra}lman (2009) states that all the messengers of AIIaI Alm,ghty came to

preach essenhally one and the same message tlat tlere rs no God but Allah THQ makes

use oftermrnologrcs cmployed by tlre earhcr scnpturcs and pre-lslamlc llterature But the

Qur'anlc use ofsuch terms has rts o\\'n conte\r The pre-lslamrc Arabs employed thc tem

Allah not rn thc scnsc of dcrty among deltres only. but a 'suprcme derly :n hterarch; of

dertrcs" yet THQ shaped the ,,\'orld \reu of the Arabs by' preosell' changrng the

contextual use of tle term. by chargrng rt wrth a neq lmport - b) drsmrssrng all other

dertres and bnngrng the concept ofAllal to tie center ofthe crrclc ofbcrng (p 2?l)

Abdullah Saccd (2006) \'re\rs that u amers wcrc sent to e\ c4' communrty and tlat

they taught the samc messagc of oneness of God THQ e\hrbrts man) references to the

prellous prophcts and thc rcsponses of thelr communrtres An rmportant reason of such



references rs to consolc tle Prophet Muhammad that the earlrer prophets have also

undergone srmr)ar srtuatrons ln tcrms ofrcsponse on the part ofthelr communrt), and that

hls srtuatron ls not so drfferenl from them

Abdcl-Haleem (2001) states that THQ sharcs ccrtarn narrah\es qrth THB He

drscusses brbhcal and Qur'anrc account ofAdam ald Eve He \re\r's that apart fiom

cefiarn slmrlanhes. thcre arc strllrng dlffercnces ln thelr approaches. amount and t)?c of

rnformahon and abo\,e all the purposc ofthelr respectr\e narrauves THB narrates tle

story qulte rn chronologrcal order as lt commences Aom hrs blrth. descnbes pcrsons.

places. thmgs etc and cnds on hrs demrse whrlc THQ does not rncludc an),thlng hke thrs

Instcad. THQ gencrall) narratcs thc account bl emplolrng ua-rdh' [remember]. uhrch

exhrbrts tiat thc account has been narrated for somc lcsson to ba galned fiom lt The

brbhcal narratl!e ofAdam and Eve ls narrated rn thrrd person pronoun uhrlc the Qur'anrc

nafiator r e God rs speakrng rn fint pcrson. generally rn plural majcsty The narrahr'e rn

THB rs appeahng from lrterary pcrspectrvc but causes compLcatron at deologrcal level

tlus makes ,t a story no more than a htcraturc (pp 28-29)

Abdel-Haleem (2001) statcs lhat surah al-Ro,irrnan has u'rongly been hlpothesrzed

as arl rmrtahon of psalm 136 Thrs conjectunng rs erected on the grounds ofthe trtle .

''bount:es ald refraln-'ln thc.rrror. whlch arc consldered parallcl to lhe merclfulness

rn the repeated \erse. "grcat wonders ard the refiarn'rn tle psalm (p )8)) Hou'ever

accordrng to Abdcl.Haleem. there rs consrderable dlfference between psalm 136 and

surah al-Rahman THQ menhons the namc'The Mercrful_ onll once uhrle the Psalm

repeats 'Hrs Mercy- throughout rts bod!. The Mercrful" empJo)ed rn THQ rs not unrque

rathcr used rn the'Blsmllla of everv surar- tle bountres" d:scussed rn tha surah arc
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also rncluded by the te).t elscuhere too \\'hercas the Eschatologrcal bountles are absent ln

the psalm, the reliarn has also been employed clseq'here rn THQ as rn chapters 26. 37 54

and 77 of tle Qur'an ( p l8l)

Abdel-Halcem (2001) states that lll terms of employng tle refrarn. there ts

drffcrence betueen the brbhcal and Qur'antc drscourse ln the psalm. tt occurs rn e\cry

verse and cven tle psalm ls concluded u:th the rcfratn. uhrle rn thc stral, tt takes place

after verse tq'che, not employcd after every verse nor rs tle sara,[ concluded wrth thc

refiarn ln thc psalm, rt ts cmployed as an assertr\e sentence *hrle ln the.Sura, lt ls ln

rnterrogahve form The refrarn rn tle psalm addresses the People oflsrael. a lrm:red group

of people, \\'hrle fi the surah, rt addresses all human berngs as u'ell asjrm The psalm

mnfines the unrrersal bountles to thc creatton ofsun. hoon. stars and carth etc (verses 4-

9 aad then rcrse 25) lt narnes a feu foes of the Israehtes who *ere punrshed. u,hrle the

bountres rn the sua, are not ltmtted and thc punlshment also secms to be tnflrclcd on ail

those ll'ho dcny the bountrcs Tle bepnnrng and the conclusron of the psalm rs

''drdachcallv lmperatrve ' whlle tn the case ofthe su/dr. rt rs celehrato4'(p 183)

In a nut shell, the Westcm and the Mushm scholats have thelr o''rn drffcrcnt

approaches uhrle drscussrng lnter-relattonshtp bctu'ccn THB and THe rn terms of

srmrlantres and drfferences In t}e fo))o*rng. the blblrcal drscourse and Qur anrc

drscourse. rn the hglt of thc vlews of Mushms ald non-Mushms scholars. are bneflr,

drscusscd for better understandtng the world rreq s oftle ST
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2.1I Biblical Discourse and Qur'anic Discourse - An Overview

2.11.1 CoDstructiotr ofHistory in the Biblc end in thc eur'an

How and ln uhrch malner THB aad THe construct hlston of the past. need to be

revrewed concrsely Sells (1999) asserts that botl the Brble and the eur'an lnclude

numerablc hlstoncal evcnts but thc arrangement of Qur'anrc \erscs rs netther purelY ln

narratr\ e nor u chronologcal order Khan ard Narard (2006) statc that the eur'an does

not de\ote any parttcular sechon for thts purpose. though. the events of tle past are

rnterspcrsed almost tlroughout the tcxt It pror'rdcs a scnes of rcmarks on the

brographrcal detatls ofanctent nahons On thc other hand. the OT (uhlch rncludes TBp

also) presents narrah\cs reg:udmg tle Israelttes fiom chronologrcal perspectrves lt

prorrdes names ofchamctcrs .md places tmly rn terms ofhrstor) but THe scarccly names

figurcs ard placcs For example. the Qur'an nouhere mcnttons the narne of Adam.s

spouse. so lmPortant a character

Afsar (2009) asscrts that thc nafiator of THe sccms to harc no rnlcresr rn

prescnnng chronologtcal dctalls ofpcrsons and placcs Instead He seems more lntcrested

ln actrons of lndtvlduals as well as of natrons Thus the eur anrc drscourse generahzes

the perceptual structurc ofbeha\'lour. good and bad. that causes nse and fall respectl\el!

of:ndrr rduals as wcll as ofthc nahons as a whole

Saeed (2008) states that u'hen and uhcrerer. thc eur an Iets rn hrsroncal

charactcrs and er cnts. tt ls not named fiom htstoncal peEpcctlve. but more often rt sen,es

pnncrpalll as rnslarces of ethrcal behar\our- (p 76) Abdel-Halecm (2001) assens tlat

t}c Qr-u an ts ncrther chronologtcal nor brograph:cal rn tts naturc. nor rn the shape of
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Iecture, nor scems to ha\ebeen "edrtcd arrangcd by scholars'(p 4) Hc states thar rf tle

Qur'an had been pur rn $c order of chronologl. rt uould have turned a htsto cal or

brographrcal document

2.11.2 Br.r'it! and Loosc Structur. ofthc eur'.n

El-Ewa (2006) asscrts. ..The best composttton rs the least rn slze but the grearesr tn

sernanttc outcome (69) She sEtes rhat the Qur'anlc st]le (ra:) deprcts such a propcrty

ofJanguage that offers to produce ma\lmum meanrngs urth mtnlmum possrblc u,ords lt

prescnts a sort ofunrversahty ln tts nature tlat allou,s lhc same \ ersc to be emplo),ed ln a

vanety of contcxts The emplo),rnent of countable connechves b_v thc eur.an allou,s ll to

meet lts promlses offered through rts messages to the ma.iklnd. at c\,ery place and ttme

Thc strucfurc of the Qur anlc drscoursc ts loosc qhrch resulls ln m&\lmlztng the

cognrtr\e effect of tls otaa! that consequenrly are made vahd and effcctual tn all other

contexts otler than rts lmmedlatc onc (p 69) Thus the eur'amc alaot, accordlng to El-

Ewa. are hrghly surtable to be quoted rn a g.cat number ofconle\ts

2.11.3 TBP end THQ - Poctic or Pros.ic

No one doubts rn TBP berng purely tn poctrc form psalms are a colleclron of..sung

poeuc pravers RldLng (1989), tle edltor of Brble. Ncu, Rerrsed Standard Vcrsron

(NRSV). states dlat tl',c word psalm ts den! cA Fiom psolnos. a Greek $ord tlat translatcs

ht:mor la Habrew \\ord) Both words ha\ e onc and the same mcanlng. . a song rectted lo

the accompanrhent of a stnng rnstrument (p 1038) Thc eur an accordrng to Boullata

(2000). rs nerthcr a prose nor a verse It rs eur'an onlt and cannor be called b) any other

name It ls not a ' \ elsc for tt !s not bound by the bonds of poetn. and rt ts not a -.prose.-



too. for rt blnds ttself wrth bonds. pecuirar to lt. B'htch no\r'here clsc can be found. lt ts a

book of perfect then eiaborated \erses from ..One \tr}o rs Uise and All-Au,are.. rt ls

unrque rn rts naturc for "nolhrng llke lt e\ er preceded or follo*,ed rt (p rx)

Tzo zls (n d ) rn hrs work The Ltnquc Lrterott Fotm ol the (r sn thro\\,s hght

on Arabrc poetry and prose He defines Arabtc poehf, as a form of speech. metncal and

rhlthrnrcal It rs classrfied tn srtteen rhlthmlcal paflerns or.al-bthor cadtfieAb-t,al-

Khalrl brn Ahmad rn tlrc erghttr century Each - al-Brhar has rts tndtlrdual rhyhmrcal

pattem based on syllablcs. short and long (pp 6-7) Arabrc prose accordrng to Zortzrs. rs

a speech form whrch rs non-metncal and lack ordered rh),thmrcal pattem Arabtc prose ls

funher drrrdcd rnto tuo krnds '.sal (rh)rned prosc \\,(holrt consrstcnt rh\thmlcal

pattem) and 'Mursol rc 'stralght prose or..normal prose. (p g)

Tzortzts (n d ) \rews that the Holy eur'an rs nerther a poen-v for the chapterc of

the Qur-an. rn totahty, do not cortcspond to any form of al-bthar. nor a strarght fonvard

prosc. for lt employs rhlme. untque styhshc features and rh),tlm Hor*,ercr on account of

ccrtaln stmllanttes bct\r'ecn .ra) and Qur'aruc slra,hs of tle carlter penod. some Westem

scholars hke Neuurrti rcgard THQ as sa7 He r1su,5 th31 though. there alc cenarn

srmllantres bet\r'een cajly Mallan s&rarJ and tle sdl but the eur ajt as a $,hole o\ clsteps

man;'aspccts of the sa7 It rs a unrque fusron ofmemcal and non_metncal specch.- but rts

"grealcr tendency to Inono-rh),rne . lts employment of.-lnexact rhlme. . 
..grcater range of

sa7 phrases and hlgher fiequencl of rhetoncal features make,t qurte drfferent Aom

ftadrtronal -rdi (pp l r- I]) Hc states t]at the eur an makes use ofrrngulstrc and Irrerarv

der rces rn such a manner that ts allcn to the earllcr $orks
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2.11.4 Dirlogucs ru th. Brblc .Dd thc Qur'.n

Mu (1992) asserts that both, THB and THQ make use of dralogues to evoh,e therr

respectl\'e dlscouscs The Qur'aruc d:alogr-:es are srmriar rn a stnklng mannet to the

dralogues of the Brble The Brbhcal as u ell as the Qur'anrc drscourses usuall] engage tq,o

speakers ln dralogues Both of them provrdc Lftle vtsual detarl rather focus the attenhon

of the readcr on ihe subslance of speech But desprte all such stm anhes, there ls a

stnkmg drffcrence betwecn the two

Mrr (1992) states that the brblcal world (Old Testament) deprcts the world of

everyday hfe lr presents pcoplc talkrng. helprng. quarrell:ng and cheatrng each othet as

they do rn routme hfe But rn the case of Qur'anrc dralogues, one may heau ovetbeanog

''drvrne rorce' that p.ojects fundametrtal thcmes of Monothersm. Ptophct-hood and the

Da] of Judgement Thus the Qw'auc drdogues engulf 'grcater theologcal ngor whrle

theology ln the brbhcal dralogues, wrthout dlsappeanng enhrel), sometrmes. moves back

to the background but theology rn Qur'anlc dralogues alu,ays remam rn the foreground

(pp 17-13)

2.11.5 Gcnre and Lit.nr.r V.rict-v of th. Bibl. and thc Qur'rD

Mu (1988) asserts that the Qur'an 1s a hrerary masterprece hke tlre Brble. though. does

not mcludc such a great Lterary foms such as elegles. folk songs. tdylllc poems etc m

the Brble But the fact rematns that lt has lts own nch htcra^ repertolre It lets ln a vaoer\

of narratr\ e. figures of speech. satrre, lrony, dramahc dlalogue. charactensatron \^,rth tts

own style Tzortzrs (n d ) states that the rhctoncal features such as figues of speech.
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rhetoncal queshons. metaphors, slmtles etc ernployed by the Qur'an create a u que

genre fiom lrngulstrc polnt ofvrew

2.11.6 Dynamics of th. Qur'rn

Neal Robrnson (2003) statcs that the examlned eudence rn the Qur'an suggests that Allah

Almrght) ls tle spealier or narrator of the Qur'an But the Qur'anlc emplo) ment of We.

He. thy Lord and theu shrftrng tom onc posrtlon to another ls lntereshng and need to be

examlned He quotes Roman Jakobson's cssay about lmgulstlcs and poehcs ln'"\'hlch he

explams three dlfferent funchons of Ierbal mmmunlcahon expressr\e speal<er cented.

conatrve - addressee ccntrcd and coenltrre - message cmtred

Robrnson (1003) statcs that thc drscourse of the Qur'an moles back and forth

among all the three functrons The Qur'anlc drscouJse 1s functronally cxpressrve u,hen the

speaker ernploys "I or "We' to desrgnatcs Hrmself or when takes oath WheD the

speaker makes use of "O'or "thou". "you-. "thy I-ord' ctc m order to address tie

addresscc. the funchon of the drscourse. ln thrs case. $ conahve Ald uhcn the speaker

transmlts some u 
"ersal 

mcssage. the drscoune rs funchonall), clgnltli e as the speaker

emplols ''He . -'Allah'- or any other attnbuhve nane Tlc drscourse of the Qur'al does

not use all the three communrcattve functtons ln lsolatlon ratlet mostly and essetrnally

moves or shrfts to aod fro from one functron to the other (p 229)

Abdel-Haleem (2001) asserts tlat the emergent sh'ft lltlfat m pronouD that

descnbcs the speaker (God) or He rs spokcn about. does not rake place rn a slapdash

manner but follo$s systemahc pattern Hc states that the rhetoncrans call i rhqoat-al-

araDr,rra. the "daong naturc of the Arablc language'(p 185) But. acclrdmg to Abdel-
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Haleem. 1t rs. above all. the danng trah.ue ofthe language ofthe Qur'ar lor rt exclusl\,ely

employs thrs lnlmrtable feature m a greatq vanety than Arabtc poefy as rt rncludes shtft

ln pemon, addressee. tense. number, case marker and rn employrent of nou[ rnstead of

pronoun etc Whlle rn the case ofArabrc prose, there rs no such refetence Even rn hadrth

matenal, onc may not find a srngle example ofl/tr/ar

In thrs chapter. the cornage ofthc tcrm mtertexhraltt). logtcal dcvelopmetrt of the

concept rn tle hght of the key theonsts and Yanous forms aad shapes of rntertextualty

have been drscussed The chapter has drscussed works and studlcs that deal ulth

relatonshrp bctween thc Blble and the Qur'an The abo\e grren drscussron reveals lhat

the majonty of Westem scholars regard THQ berng den\attve ftom THB, rn ttus case.

TBP Thc MusIms scholars, on the othd hand. l'leu the stmtlanty liom another

perspectl\ e They regard THQ and TBP (Zaboor) bemg re\ caled by Allah, thus. rnclude

srmrlar matenal TIe chapter has also drscussed the works of the scholars who har e

thrown hght on unr$re stvle of fie selected lexts The present studl rs also ar attempt on

the part ofthc researcher to seek lntertexfual relahon and lts nature tn the ST

TPB aDd THQ. undoubtedly. share certarn matenal of srmrlar nature But hou far

the texts arc lntcr-textuall) relatedo \ilat ls the nafure of ths seemrngly tnter-texlual

relatlont To what extent thc Qur'aruc drscourse rs slm ar to or dlffercnt from that of

TBP'Hou for the Qur'anrc dlscourse marntams rts untqueness and ongmallt\. desplte

carryng seemrngly lnteftexlual rclatlon *lth TBP. has been analysed and drscussed rn

chapter 4 - Analysrs and Dlscussron Bcfore detarled aaalvsrs and drscussron. howerer.

methodolog) of the prescnt studv has bnefl)' been drscussed rn the folloB'rng chapter -
Research Methodology
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Chapter 3

Research Methodology

3.1 Introduction

Thrs chapter descnbes the research methodology drau,n upon re\ leu of llterafure and

rnqursrhon of the ST by the researchq It dcals, first, \'!th the process of selectron of the

pnmary-cum-secondary texts, moung forward to the excerphon ofthe echorng matenal.

rts classlficatlon and the formatlon of tables The chapter. then. elphcates the terms.

elements and techntques suggesled by thc theonsts for hrghhgltrng tnterte\tuaLty as a

proposed modcl for thrs study foilowed by the *ay u whrch the selecled excerpts have

bcen aaalyscd h a nutshell. rt explaDs the metlodology rn u,hrch the prcsent study has

been undertakcn

3.2 Selection of Primarv-cum-Secondarv Texts

Tle ST, chosen for the study are two sacred tcxts (TBp and THe) of revealed reLFons

plar rng a ke1' role ln the Lves of the maJong of \orld's populatron The selectron $as

made oo the ground of echorng parallellsm m the form ard functron oftherr drscourses

Hou,ever. due to the lntemlnable drffercnce rn thetr respechte pnmary langr:ages.

Hebrew ofthc former and Arabrc ofthe lattcr one, 1t uas almost mpossrble to mveshgale

rnter-teLtual relatlon betB'een the drscourscs m ther onglnal languages for caroang out

thrs study Ttrerefore. two secondary texts ! e The Brble - NRSV (1989) and The eur an

(translatron) b1 M A S Abdel-Haleem (2005). both rn Engllsh languagc. hare been

selected
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NRSV (1989). of THB rs the most updated \ crsron of Krng Jarnes Brble (KJB)

whlch ls unanlmously constdered the mosl authetrhc venlon ofthe Brble It rs clarmed as

the most accurate. legrble and decrpherable edrhon on account of rls scholarly and

ecume cal approach It ts thc authentlcated revlslotr of Revtsed Standard Verslon (RSV)

of 1952 u'h:ch, ur hrrn. was a revrsron of Amencan Standard \/erslon (ASV) of 1901 tlat

substanhated the earher re\rsals ofKJV pubhshed rn 16ll for the first trme (Rrdhng.

200r)

The Qur'an (kanslatron) by Abdel-Haleem (2005) \las onprnally publshed rn

2004 and thcn repubhshed, wrth corectron. rn 2005 The translator ls a well-knou n

scholar. B,nter and a professor of Islamrc Studles He ts a natrve spcaker of Arabrc

language as he harls from EgWt He has been hafiz-e-Qur'an srnce hrs chrldhood He had

bcen a teacher ofArabtc m lhc Untvetslhes oflondon ard Cambndge stnce 1966 Hehad

authored many books hk Lhdet,slandmg the Qur'an Tltemes and Sfilet (2OOl). Ehgl$h

Trakslatlon ofthe Qur an The Mahng o_[on Image (200.1) etc He rs functromng as the

edllot of London Qur anc Shtdtes as well zs Joumal of Qur anrc Srudtes He rs dorng

work ot |4n ,.|robrc-Engh sh Dtcttonan ofQur'anc L:ytg(

Muhammad Sultan ShaI (2010) states that Thc eur an (fi-anslatron) br Abdel-

Haleem rs one of the best translahons fiom hterary and phrlologrcal perspectlves The

translanon of Thc Qur an by Abdel-Halcem ls a unlque u,ork Tbe author rs a[ Arab

Muslrm who has been resrdrng rn England srnce 1966 He rs lexrcographer harrng deep

knouledge of classrcal as r cll as modem AJablc No other translator ofTHe has mastery

oler both the languages r e Arabrc and Enghsh He assens that the earlter translators

employed IGng James rdrom. consldered bclng the standard tdlom ln terms of rellglous
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scnphrre. for Enghsh translatron of the Qur'an B]ut. The eur'an (tanslahon) br,Abdel_

Haleem maarfcsts al ongrnalrtl \Iuch rs')ackltrg m many other translahons" and that hts

translahon of the Qur'an rs rn "modem and plarn EngLsh' (p 4) He avotds confusrng

phrases and always prefers 'contemporary usage atrd sentence structue'(p -l)

3.3 Ercerptions from the Selected Texts

Four drfferent psalms ftom TBP Psalms l. 37. 78 and 1 36 and four srrais from THe -
Qur'an 2. 14, 2l and 55 have been selecred for textual analyss The sclectron ftom the

ST, however. con$sts of sclected r erses as well as complete psalm(s) Aom TBp and

srrai(s) tom THQ Psalm I and Psaln 136 from TBP aad surah al-Rahman fiom THe

have been selected complctcly. however. pafiral selectlon has been made from the

rernarnng psalms and thc suals The cxccq,ts have bcen selected erther on the basrs of

lndlcatlon by scholars such as Noldeke et al and Neuulrth and on thc researcher's probe

As far tlre rndrcatlon of the scholars rs conccrncd. Noldeke et al (2013) has

polnted out merel] l'erse 105 of chapter 2l ln THQ. selected for thrs study He clalms lt

to ha\e becn rephcated by THQ verbatrm fiom Psalrn 37 29 Neu*rrth (2008) clarms a

number of rcfimrscences ln THQ from TBP Psalm I ald selected verses fiom .rrra,

Abraham that seem parallel ln terms of form and funchon. have been handptcked rn thls

concem Fuihermore. Ncuwrrth (2008) clams surah al-Rahman as the re-readmg of

psalm 136 Thercfore. Psalm 136 (complete) and, the rurah (complete) ha\e also been

selected for analvsrs

Apart from above menhoDed excerptlons. some rmporta[t parallel e\ etrts lrle

partlng of sea. demand of food by the Isnclrtes. gushrng out of \r,ater ftom the rock etc
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drscussed by both textual corpora have bcen selected on the basrs of thoroughly readmg

ofTBP and THQ [n 0lls connechon. tn addrhon to \,erses 13-15 fiom psalm 136. psalm

'78 urd surah al-Boqarah ha\e been selected for aralysls psalm 78 tncolporales certam

evcnts such as God's srgns IIl Egypt that the jrra, does not mclude rather they are

narrated rn suralr al-A raf (Qur'an. 7 130-7) of THQ In the slmrlar marlner, sut.dh ul-

Baqarah des$rbes certatn eveDts as uorshrpprng of calf that psalm 78 docs not

mcorporate mthet drscussed m the elent rn psalm 106 All such evetrts have not beeD

selcctcd for aoalysrs rather merely rhose events shared by psalm 78 and surah al-Baqurah

hare becn made part ofanalyss

It rs expected that the anal],sls of above mentoned cvents le partlng of sea.

gushrng out of water Aom the rock demand of food by rhe lsraelttes drscussed by borh

texfual corpora- ln addttron to the analysts ofthe mlt1al \'erscs of psalm 78 and \ crses 47

and 48 of surah al-Baqarz,l. wtll pror,rde ample prctue of the narraht,e pattcm. form and

functron and the worldvtcw of the dlscourses lt may asstst the readers ln formulahtrg

generahzatlon regardmg orerall sJmtactlc sfucture and the ulttmate message that both

textual corpora \r'ant lo convev

There mrglt be a number of srmrlar contents ln thc seiected texts but lt would

have been extremell g-uelhng for the researchd to exert them all for analysrs m a lrmtted

course of trme Thereforc, only [Psalm 37 27-29 ts Qur'aa 21 105-107]. fpsalm 78 l-

28 vs Qur'aa 2 47-611. [Psalm 1 rs Qur an t4 24-271 and lpsalm 136 \s eur.an 55]

have been selected for tcxtual analJ.sls
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3.4 Classilication of Selected Matcrial

Classlficatlon ofthe abore menhoned excqphons rs based upon the forms and shapes of

rntertextuahty del.1sed by theonsts and htcrary scholan mcntroned rn the pre\ tous chapter

re Revrew of Llterafure The above g1\'en exce4,hons have been drvrded mto trvo

categones - oveft (cxpllctt) and coYert (lmphclt) mter-textuaht) Exphcll lntertextuallt\

has further been class!fied lnto two sub-klnds - ( I) mter-texl \\',th referencc. and (2) nter-

text wrthout referetrce Thus. the selected matenal has been carved up m three drfferent

londs ExpLcrt rnter-tcxt (whrle refemtrg to thc earher text(s). E\phot Inter-text ($lthout

refemng to the earhcr text(s). and knpLql Inter-text

Thc form of mtcr-textllr,the case of surah al-,4nbtta \Qrtrai 21 105-7) and psalm

(3'7 27-29). m Genette's (1997) terms. have been urcluded rn exphcrr rnter-text \r'rth

reference. for the sura,/r expLcrtly refers to Zaboor 1e TBP along wlth other Scnptures.

though. not to ths partlcular psalm The Qur'amc desc prron of eYents ln .erra, a1-

Baqarah (Qw'ur 2 47-61). have been consrdered as exphcrt mter-text \ 10lout reference

because thc surah docs not refer to tuly prcvlous text(s) But the fact remalns that the

events are duly rncorporated by TBP (Psalm 78) $hrch rndeed rs hrstoncallv earller to

THQ

The Qur'amc a)aat of surah Abraham (Qur'an 14 24-21), as Neuurrth (2008)

seems to consrder. rs a krnd of mpllclt lnter-text for the parabohc form ard rmages

drscussed rn the sura,i echo the pattem and rmages ofpsalm I Surah al-Rahnan also.

accordug to Neuwrrth (2008), has a deep and close relatronshlp wrth psalm 116 m

stucture and functton. parttcula y on the basls ofltke\rlse refialn She. el.en. regards the
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surah as are-readtng ofthe psalm The surah (al-Rahman) has also been mcludcd here rn

an rmp)rcrt form ofmter-text urth that ofpsalm I36 for drscusston and analysrs

3.5 Formation of Tables

Tle ercerpts. on thc basrs of formulated categonzahons. have been redacted rn tables

The catcgonzahons ard formahon of tablcs are not deslgred accordtng to asccndlng ot

descendrng order ofthe psalms or the suraifs./ but on the basrs of the forms and shapes of

mter-tcxts - (1) expllcrt lnter{ext v4th rcfcrence. re 11\ldlv exlshng slmllar matenal

urft proper refercnce to the earher text(s), (2) e\phc1t lnler-tc\t ulthout refetence r e

\,rvrdly present srm ar matenal wrthout crtrng the earller text(s) and (3) mphclt lnterlext

r e sccrnrng parallel matenal The etpllclt rnter-text wlth refcrence ts grYen ln table I . the

e\phclt mter-text wrtlout reference has been dl\lded mto four tables namcly 2a, 2b. 2c

and 2d. and the rmplcrl rnter-texts arc gr\en rn table 3 and table 4

3,5.1 Teblc 1: Explicit Intcr-t.xt Ilith R.f.rcncc

3.5,2 Teblc 2e: Erplicit Intcr-tcxt Eithout Rcf.rcncc

The Book ofPsalms
The certalntv of retnbutlon

The Hol) Qur'an
Surah al-Anbrha [The Prophets

P\ ln 3'7 21-29 Qur'an 2l 105-107

The Book ofPsalms
Israel's rebelllon ln the uddemess

Tle Holy' Qur an

Surah al-Baqarah [The Corl
Psalm 78 1-4 Qur'an 2 47-48
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The Book ofPsalms
Israel's rcbelhon m the g demess

The Holy Qur'an
Suah al-Baqarah IThe Coul

Psalm 78 l3 & Psalm 136 l3-15 Qur'an 2 {9-50

3.5.2.1 T.blc 2b: Explicit Intcr-tcxt without R.f.rencc

3.5,2.2 Tabtc 2c: Erplicit Int.r-text without R.fcr.nc.

3.5,2,3 T.blc 2dr Explicit Intcr-tdt without Rcfcrcncc

3.5.3 Tablc 3: Implicit Inter-t.rt

3.5,4 Trblc 4: Implicit Irt.r-tcrt

The Book ofPsalrns
Israel's rebellron rn the n demcss

The Ho11, Qur'an
Surah al-Baqarah [Thc Cog'l

Psalm 78 15-16 Qur'aa 3 60

The Book of Psalms
Israel s rcbelhon m the urldemess

The Holv Qur'an
Surah al-Baqarah [The Cou'

Psalm 78 19-28 Qur'an257&261

Ihe Book ofPsalms fPsalm 1]
The Tuo Ways

The Holt, Qur'an
Surah Ibraheem [Abra]ram

Psalm I l-6 (complete) Qur-an 1.1 l4-7

The Book ofPsalms [Psalm 136]
Pralsc ofGod. creator and redeemer

The Holy Qur'an [Qw an 55]
Surah al-Rz}|rban

Psalm 136 lcomplete) Surah al-Ralman (complete)
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3.6 Proposed Model

The present study ls actually a textual or rntertextual analysrs of the selected excerpts

fiom the ST Ho\ie\cr. the excerprs have been analysed m thc hght ofterms. elements

and techarques suggested and lughhglted by theonsts for seekrng rntertextuallty bet\leen

two or among morc than two texts In thrs concem. four tleonsts Genette (1997, 1997a).

Farclougl (1992a), Bazermar (2004) and l\{rola s (200-1) concepts have been selected

whrch are bnefly expllcated as a theoretlcal model here

E\phclt Inter-text In tcrms of Genette-s (1997) lnrertexnralrt). cxphcrt mter-text can be

rn three drfferent forms (1) quotatrons that carry references to the earller text(s), (2)

plagransm - lt mcludes rephcaton of srmrlar matenal wlthout reference to the earher

text(s) ard (3) allusrons

lmpllclt Inter-text Generc's aJctlte\tuallt) ls a kmd of lmpllclt tnter{ext It rncludes

genre. modes and themes Genre, accordrng to Genette (1992) ts the hterary categones

Modes are the natural foms or aspects of language whrch are firther drtrded rnto

n,umtrve and drscource Narrahve rs concemcd \\1th recounhng the facts and e\ents

wrthout attetrtlon belng placed on the person uho rs dolng tlat recounhng Dlscourse

focuses lts attentlon on the person who speaks and on the sltuatlon fiom wrthrn q'hrch he

spealis

MaDrfest Inter-text Accordmg to Fatrclough ( I 99la). tt ls the matenal of a preilous text

whrch rs clearly markcd ln the later one
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Interdrscursl\ I ty It rs. for Farclough (1992a). the general form of dlscourse-pattem Lke

style, genrc. ltterary terms and un-ascnbable references These terms. pantcularly. form.

style and genre need further exphcatton as grven belou

Form It rcfers to a genre. or to an cstabltshed pafterfl of poetrc de\lces, or more

abstractly, to the structue or unlfJ4ng pnnople of dcsrgn rn a glve[ \r.ork

(Baldrck, 2001)

Stllc style ls a manner ofexpresslon It rs a specrfic *ay ofuslng language St),le

may bc classrfied by theu drchon. s),ntax. rmagery. rhyhm and use of figures or

by any other hngu$ttc featue (Chrtds & Fowler, 2OOE)

Genrc lt rs a recognEablc aad estabhshed category of urtten work ernploYrng

such common con! etrtrons as \r1ll prct'ent readers or audlences fiom mrstaliug rt

for anothcr krnd (Baldrck. 2001)

Ithola's (2004) concept of quotattons and gcnres are relevant yet the terms have ahead\

been exphcated ln the abole Furthermore. the model also mcludes Bazermar's (2004)

rele.L ant techntques for rdentrymg lntcrtextuallt), These are drrect quotahons. md[ect

quotatlon. cltrng pcrsons. statemctrts or document etc . emplo)ment of phrases or temrs.

emplo)ang partrcular forms

The selected excerpts have mostly been sought fot nter-text tn the hght of abo\,e

grven elements suggested by the theonsts for hrghllghhng lntertextualltl, The u,ord st),le.

howerer. rncludes use of figure aod an) llngulstlc feature (smtl!tude motlf. sethng

mood. slmtax. dralogue etc ) \r.hlch may help ln hlgl rghrr[g Dtertextual relahon between
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the ST. Thercfore, tle excerpts have also bcen

fcatules

3.7 Method of Analysis

sought for all abore mentroned Lngurshc

One ofthe crucral queshons posed to the researcheE rs. how dtd you do rtt The present

sfudy ls texhral alalysrs of two sacred tcxts wlth the alm to rnlesttgate urtertextual

relahon between lhe selected texts lt rs rcally very rmportant. hcre. to kno\a uhat textual

analysrs rs Textual analysls, accordlng to Thomton (2014) rs the process of anallsmg

some workr'*'orks or some portton of uork(s) $\th the a1m to scek ho&' does/do lts

author/authors prcsent thelr argumente It deals wrth the technques employed rn works by

the author(s) for cxphcahng, elaborahng and developmg thelr \leupolnt

TBP and THQ are two sacrcd tcxls and are regarded as thc Word ofGod by therr

respechve belle\'crs The Muslxns, however. behele n Zoboor berng relesled on

Daud,Daud (A S ) by Allah Almrghty Srnce present study makes compaEtr\ e textual

anall,srs of selectcd ponrons of the ST. therefore. rt deals $'trh the form and funchon and

thc techmques used rn the texts for de\ eloplng therr drscourses

The study has mlnutely obsened how drfferently the sarne or srmrlar lexlcal unrts

have been employed by the texh For example, 'land' and 'eanh' are almost srmrlar

le\lcal uuts ernploycd rn the tmnslahon of psalm 37 29 and. surah ol-Anbna (Qul'an

2l 105). rcspectrr c1y. but rmders drffercnt scope ln tems of domrnton - the former betng

hmrted rn scopc uhrle the latter berng globaltsed

The study has analysed the dydamrc shrfts ln pronouns ln the s),nta\ of THe

whrch mlght seem, gEmmancally. pecultar rather mcorrect but ln fact ls an lmportant ard
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very srgnlficant feature ofTHQ For example, Qur'an 21 105 begtns \r,lth first_person-

plural-pronoun ' Wc ' but shtfts to first-person-srngular,possessl\'e pronoun . my' rn the

slmrlar \erse. lnstead of orn. first-person-plural-pronoun tn possessr\e_case

Grammahcally. lt mrght seems lncorrect because the possessl\e-case ofpronoun ..\\rc . 
ls

'our' or 'ouls . but the emplo\Tnent of ''my tnstead of .orrl' ts not a grammattcal mrstake

rather a unlque st)'le of THQ In case of TBp. ho\lelcr. one may not come across such

shlfu In pronouns

The study has observ.ed the usc ofpronouns rn the SI fiom another aspcct TBp.

mostly and essenhally. cmploys thlrd-person-smguiar-proDoun rn noml n atr\ e, possesst\ e

case, \r'hlch conceals the poslhon of the naEator. though. the pronoun used rn the mllral

!erses ofpsalm 78 ls 6rst-person-srngular But thc eur'antc drscourse. essentrall\, makes

use of firct-person-slngxlar,,plural pronoun. a technrquc lhrough ll.hrch the narator secms

present all the trme and gl\'es the lmpresston as 1f he spea](s to rhe rcader,llstener

The study has sought for the seftlng, a unrque

scarcely used by THQ For example. psalrn 136, names

sea rn uluch Pharaoh r*as drowned, thus pro\1des a

seldom makes use of tt TIus. the techmque of scttmg

TBP for developtng rts drscourse

technrque employed by TBP but

the krngs and therr krngdoms, the

seater senrng than THQ u'hlch

rs a wcll'kno$n element used rn

The study has looked for the tecbnlque ofmouf, a repeated and recumng element

that foms a pattem. also It has been obserr,ed that the echorng parallel matenal has bcen

drfferently projected through the emplo,,rnent of drfferent mottf For example. the motrf

rn psalm 136 ts tnplct. for the grcater part of the psalm dlscusses objects ln threes But the
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paftllel sw"ah \e. al-Rdhman seems to ernploy the motrf of double as the drscourse

develops the s!.ra, by descnbmg the thlngs rn dual form

The snrdy has obsened the role of prophets (tntermcdrator) and other characters

as well THQ seems to asslgn proper role to the prophets and e\en other characteB ln lts

drscourse But TBP scarcely employs such a technlque for pro1cctug lts arguments For

example. rn the event of gushrng out of[ater fioh the rock there rs no role of prophet

Moses rn the drscourse ofpsalm 78 The psalm 91'tes tle lmpressron as lfthe rocl was brt

b1' God hrmself But the Qur'arllc drscourse de,relops rts arguments rhrough a human

character r e Prophet Moses 'r,ho asks God for uater aod thcn entlrely under the guldance

ofAllah Almlghty hlts the rock wrth hls staffand the u ater sushes out

The study has sought for the trarralle paftem ofthe ST TBp seems to naEate tie

events the e! etrts ln chronoloBcal ordcr. an lmportant techntque employed by lt. but

rarel) used by THQ lnstead. the Qur'an seems to ha\e focused on eschatologrcal

pe$pectt\e Furthemlore THQ seems to devclop tts argument by pro\ldlng certaln

Justrficatlon at the eDd Tie study has searched for dralogcal paftem. dtscourse, themes

and the emplo],ment of slmthtudes and parablcs ernplor,ed by the ST These are a feq,

examples provrded for understandrng the methodology oftle present study through \1luch

lt has been undertal(en

Thls chapter has throun Lght on the methodology adopted for calT)lng out the

present studv It has drscussed ho\l uere the pnmary-cufi-secondaD, lexts selected.

moung forward to thc excerptlon fom the ST and clas$ficatron ofthe selected hatenal

It has hrghhghted how has thc selected and classrfied matenal beer redacted lnto tables It
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has presentcd a proposed model for undertakrng thrs study. has e phcatcd the rmponanr

terms employed rn the model and erplaned the methodology through r\hrch the e\cerpts

har e bcen analysed
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Chapter 4

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 Introduction

Thls chapter alms to anallze and drscuss the sclcctcd matenal categonzed rn the pre!lous

chapter le Rescarch Metlodology Four drfferent rnter.te\tual e\cerpts ha\e been

selected fiom thc ST \rhrch have further been dl\ rded rnto tkee krnds. namel) ( l) e\pltclt

rnter{ext \r'lth refcrencc (an excerpt). (2) e\phclt rnter-tert ulthout refcrencc (an e\cerpt)

and (3) lmphcrt lnter-tcxt (t\r'o cxccrpts) The e).cerpts ha\ e been framed tn tables There

ls a tablc of lntcr-te\t urtl refcrence The rnter-tcxt q'rthout reference has been drrrded

lnto four sub.tablcs for anal;zrng the rnrtral \erscs of the selectcd echorng matcnal

folloued by three drffcrent but tntcr-connected e\ ents - partrng of sea. sphttlng of rock

resulted rn gushrng out of *,ater and demand of food The rmplrcrt tnter-te\t has two

tables oftherr o\r'n for anal;srs ard drscussron

Tic rntcr-to,tual matenal of tle excerpts has been aralyzed ulthout berng

eraluatrng as to rvhlch one has a befter form and structure or the more autlontatt\e

narratr\ e'drscourse The texts have becn closely rcad \rrth the alm to rn\estrgate

lntertcxtual relahon betq'c€n tlre ST tlrough the elements of le\rcal unrts/phrases.

drscourse. narratlvc. gcnrc. style. dlalogues. s)mta\. tlemes or ar) other Lngustlc fcature

uhrch make them rnter-related or pro\lde them therr o\rn unrque and dlshnctr\c shape

and color

62



4.2 Explicit Inter-tert with Reference

The Holy Qur'an shares onlv a srngle rdenocal statement ulth the Book of Psalms lpsalm

37 19) to whlch rt sccms to expllcttly refers rn the chaptq of -11-.1nbt1o (The Prophets

21 105) Noldeke et al (2013) slates that tt ts a srngle short passage taken verbatrm by the

Qur'an from OT ofthe Brble Whcther THQ has taken and crted tle verse (Psalm 37 29)

uord for word or paraphrases lt to fomulate collaboEhle knouledge construchon. has

been analyzed and drscussed tn thrs secton ofthe chapter

4.2.l.IPsalm 37 27-29 \'s al-Anbiya (thc Prophcts) 2l:105-1071

The cxpltcrt lnter-tcxt wrth reference shared by TBP (Psalm 37 27.29) and THQ (A1-

Anbrya 21 105-107) rs g1\,etr ln thc followlng table - 1

Tebl. 1:

Thc Book ot Psrlms
Th. ccrtrm$ of rctnbuiron

:7 Dcpar from clrl and do sood.
so you shdl abrdc for*er

l8 For thc LORD lo\csJusucc
hc \hll not fors:.k. h,s farthful oncs

Thc nghtcous shall bc lcpt safc forc\ cr.
bur the chrldrc, oflhe $rcked shall bc cur off

lq Thc nghtcous shall rnhcnt the l2nd
And llc rn rr forc\ er (Psrlm37.27-2q)

Th. Hoh Qur'rtr
Sur.h rl--^nbrlr lQ r'rn 2r 105-1071

105 Wc i\rotc rn ihe Psalns. as Wc drd m [carlcr] Scnpturc
M) nghtcous servants $r1l rnhcrrt the crnh 106 Thcrc rul\ rs

a mcssa-sc rn thrs for thc scnanG ofcod, 107 lt \\as onh as

a mcrcy thar Wc smt vou [Prophet] ro all people b

(4l-Anbryr 2r r05-107)

J J -J!!L .r-€ +j --?)r .J rs_lL -! j J,rr J .ns jr
-r-!-tr i..) yr JgLJt - r _JJL r.,;J I r )rt r

The abo\ e Even e\cerpts are closely related lll tems of the common theme. the pnnclple

oflustrce on the part of God, that He rewards hrs nghteous people Ho$ ever, the[ sty]e
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of presentahon ts enttrely dlfferent TBP thro\rs hght on bolh the nghtmus who are

assured safety. and tle wtcked \hose chrldren qlll be penshed The psalm seems to

projcct rts argument through the tcchnrque of double It dtscusses e\ ll and good. not to do

and to do. \\'rcked and nghteous, punrshment and safety stde b) srde m the dtscourse The

entlrc psalm (37). rf to be gotre through. has beeD developed through the mohf of double

But thc Qur'aarc drscourse. on thc other hand. has been prolected through tts ou,n speclfic

techrlques lt docs not engaee ltsclfln the drscusslon ofcotrtrastrng elchents rather seems

to supplement the srmrlar messagc rn the fom of collaboratt\e knowledge constructlon ln

a \er) conclse manner Tlte Qur'aarc reference to the Book of Psalms and earller

Scnpture ,,1\'1dly refers to the firstland tnstnrchons already pror rded rn these books It

merel) relrses the most cental message ofearth's rnlentaace b) the nghteous people

Hoqever. the most crucral srmllar lexrcal unlts. land and earth. ln the hanslahons

ofthe ST. seern to ha.te dtfferent scope rn term ofdomlnlon The psaim rn NRSV assures

the ngiteous. the Dlentance of land. whrle thc surah tr Thc Qur an guarantees the

lnhenta[ce of the earth The leucal umts mr€ht be srmrlar to a certaln extenl but are

geatly drfferent rn scope The word land- srgmfies a llmlted temtory or the entrre dry

part ofthe earth urthout \r ater But the'-earth-on the other hand represents the 3d planet

ofthrs solar system It rncludes the surface ofthe land as well as ',\ ater ofthc entrre globe

It means that the promrsc of the psalm ts pro\lnclal or localued m tcrms of peoplc and

placc \r'hereas the Qur'anlc undertakrng ls global and general

One ofthe umquc technlques \r,hlle projectrng rts gument ls the emplo),ment of

pronouns $,lth a dynamrc shlft m the dtscourse ofTHQ In the above grven e\ce4)t uhlch

begrns u.lth 'Wc , first-person plural personal-pronoun rn nomlnah\e case. one comes
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across a shlft to first-person sDgxlar personal-pronoun '.my to possessl\ c case. tnstead

of our' Grartrmatrcally tt mlght seem unusual and a de\lahon from the set rules of

)anguage rn rhe Qur'amc dlscou$e. fot the possessrve-case of ..we.. ls .our. or,ours. not

"m)' But the fact remarns that lt ts a conslstent. dlstuct and effeclrYe charactfislrc of

THQ $1en the Qur'amc drscourse lntoduces a shrft frorn first-person plural personal_

pronoun to fust person srngular personal-pronoun. tt functlons to shou, .,lnhmac! or

rmmedlacy (Robmson.1003. p 2-{8) Thus. thephrase...My nghteous servants.., denotes

Allah s \\ arm affcc$on and H1s close relahons wrth the upnght people and qutck

successton ofthe eaih as lnhentance RoblnsoD ls nght m elaboEtrng the functton ofthe

shrft for the degree of Dtrmacy rn emplo),lng '.my ' rs certalnl! hlgher than ushg our- It

denotes a shotrger bood between two parhes lnstead of a \reaker one almong man).

Thrs stuft from firsl-penon,plural to fiNt-person-srngular suggests theologcal

undercurents as \+ell The nalrator (Cod) Who clatms psalms aod tlrc earher Scnphrre as

Hrs Word. emplols "We" wluch pr es thc rmprcssron as rf there are more than one

narrators But rihen the narrator shrfts from -we. to ..My - rnstead of.our.. rt makes the

posrholl oflhe narrator rrud and cleat It e\ rdently descnbcs the Oneness ofthe narrator

(God) and provtdes manlfestatlon that first-person,plura) personal-pronoun has been

employed to exhrblt God's maJesty. glory and power

The excerpt ftom tle psalm rs a blcnd ofrmpcrah\es _ negattle and posltlve The

clauses are rn the form ofdouble. negah\ c-rmperatr\c that forbtds the reader audrence to

engage 1n e\11 and pos1t1\'e-lmperahYe tlat asks thcm to do good It funchons to denote

narlator's tntentron. requlslte and expectatrons ftom tbe reader/audrence lvho are

addressed ln the form of one-srded dlalogue The command of prohlbttron I e ..depart
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ftom errl' and thc mstruchon to do "good' by the narrator mrght be dealmg \rrth an

llnmcdtate temporal locallty but 1t cao be extcnded tn scope belng a mcssage ofunlversal

tmportance

Furthcmore. the brbhcal excerpt rs a blend ofvotces I e achve and passrr e also

The first couplet oflerse 28 rn uhtch Lord rs the sub1ect of the clauses. ls ln actrve l,olce

But the second couplet of the sarne verse rs ln passlle fonn passtve-\olce sentences

mrght hale drfferent funchons as thev are employed when the performer ls unlnor,\n or

when he N lgnored It may also be employed when morc lmportance ls gtveD to the actlon

or to the result ofthe actton than the performer It may also be used to lmpersonallze the

actron In the casc of the second couplet of r erse 28. rt seems that the psalm grvcs more

rmportance to the actrons - keepmg safe the nghteous and cuttrng the ,r,tcked off than the

dehlerer and one who destroys who m rhc first couplet ofthe same verse rs the Lord

Verse 19 of the psalm ls ho$'evcr. rn achve \orce rn qhrch the nghteous (people). an

adlectrve. urll perform the act oflnhentlng the land" on account of therr nghteousness

Here. the Dhentors arc gtren more rmportarce than tle act oflnhentance

The Qur'amc e\cerpt. on thc other hand- makes no use of rmperah\ e clauses and

rs completely m achre lorce form "We wrote. ". We drd ', ..My nghteous ser! ant

urll rnhent '. -We scnt 'etc seern to gt\e all rmf,ortance to the pcrformer rnstead of

ihe actrotrs Wlat mtght be thc posslble reason of gtvhg more lmporbnce to the

performer than the actlonso Generally. uhen one comes to know that such and such

announcement has be€n made by such and such person msDtutton or organrzahon B,hlch

ls oflntemahonal fame. thc people usually begm to rmmedlatel\ beheve rn uhat has been

sard/promEed Peihaps thls trught be thc reason that the eur'anlc drscourse has been
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prqected through acflle volce sentences 1n whrch more tmportance has been gtven to the

speaker/performer

Another stnkrng drfferetrce ln the abole 91\ ell lnter-te\t matenal ls the poslhon of

tle narrator rn therr respech\e dlscourses The Qur'antc narrator (God)ls e\tra-subJectt\ e

and rs vrvldl),prescnt In the dlscourse as He employs first-person-plural pelsonal pronoun

rn nomrnatr\e casc, m the firct two clauses and first-pcrson-srngular possessrve,adJectl\'e

pronoun ln the thud clause ofverse 105 TIe narator of THQ u,orks as the sublcct of the

first two clauses The s},Illa\ portra),s that Psalms" (-rt,)) and the earhcr "Scnpture" are

the Word ofthe narrator (Cod) ard grves the mpressror that the prcsent te\t (Qur'an) ts

also Hrs Word But rn case ofthe psalm (37 28). though. Lord rs the subject ofthe clauses

but the narrator ls conccaled The psalm employs words - "Lord" and thrrd-person-

srneular "he that do rlot \ ludly cxhrblt the poslhon ofthe narrator

There rs anolher stnklng but tmperceptble dlfference betE een the mcssages tlal

the dlscources want to con\ey The dtscoune of the Psalm secms to gl\e more emphasts

on the rctnbuhon ofthe u'rcked than rendcnng promlses to rhe nghteous The sub-trtleof

the psalm lre certatnn of rertbutrcn lmprults tn a rrtrd manner that rhere ls no

Posstblllt) of ar) safe ha\en for the evtldoers But the Qur'a c drscourse marufesrs

mercy and rmphcltly exhblts lentenc) towards the offcnders The concludDg verse ofthe

excerpt explcrtly mcnhons Prophet Muhammad belng sent as a metc) for all people

If the swtax ofthe cxceryts to be Judged. rt mlght be obsen ed that the Qur anrc

dtscourse employs all the three functlons of communlcatron - expressr\e. conahve and

cog tl\'e 'We \rrote and "M1 nghteous senants _' 
ls expresslve. for tle telse rs
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speaker-centered. versc 106 ts cognrtlve bemg message-centercd and verse lO7 ls

conatrle as lt rs addressce (Prophet) centered. But thc drscourse of the psalm. though.

velse 27 ls addressees-centered, rs almost ln cogDitl\'e forrn betng message-celtercd

Furthermore. the blbhcal excerpt rs ln poetrc form Tle lerses of the psalm are nearly of

slmrlar length But the Qur'amc dtscourse ls nelther a prose nor a poetr) T1Ie rerses of

THQ are not bound by the bonds of poetry The lexrcal uruts |ke *JdJl ', .r..1-" and

".*.Lll ' however, cooclude on nasal-consonants and seem to partly rh],rne u,lth each

other. thus gtve the rmpresston ofpoetr].

In a nutshcll though. THQ descnbes God s pnncrple of req,ardmg the nghteous

behelers and duly crtes TBP and the earltcr Scnptue. but all as a Word of thc same

nadator r e Allah The texts. thercforc, rn the Lght of the \ erses of THe are not mter_

dcpendent ln terms of souce text and dcnvab\e text rather they are \f,'orks of God

Ahllghty Hence. the texts mclude nearll srmrlar matenal but are qurte dlfferent tn terms

of form and funchon It rs a sort of paraphrasmg \rhrch constructs collaborao\ e

knou ledge aod \r'hrch e\presses almost tie same message through entrrely dtfferent

tcchnrques and more affluent theologcal perspectt\ e Srmrlaatres and drfferences rn

abole metrhoned ercerpts may be summanzed rn a capsule form as glven bclou,

Thc Book ot PsrlD (Psalm 31 :27 -29\

Srmilrriti.s
I Irhentance b) thc nldteous, though. of

'land (hmrted m tcrms ofdomarn)
DiffcrcDcas
I The brbhcal drscourse seems to ha\e

been projectcd throue& the n]orrfof
doublc
IDhentance of lend . lmrtcd rn scope
No shlft m pronouns
Blend of Dcgahve and posrrlve

1
3

4

Th. Eol) Qur'atr (Qur'atr 2l:l0il07)

SiEilarrhGs
1 Intrcntance of carth'b) God s

nghlcous senanrs (thc cnlre globe)
Difrcr.bccs
I No conrastrnq elemmts rn the

Our amc drscoursc

: Inhentancc of canh- global m scope
-l Dl.rtamrc shrft ln pro[ouns
rl No usc oftmperalrvc clauses
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llnpera1rves
5 Blend ofachvc aDd passlve vorce
6 Narrator ts concealed
7 Morc emphasrs on thc rctnbulron of

thc wlckcd pcople
6 'Conatrrc and Cognltt\'e'functlon of

verbal communtcahoD

9 Pochc form

5 Only achve \orce
6 Narralor (God) ls tt\ rdly presenr
7 Emphasrs on re\ rrdmg thc nghteous

scnants, no menlroang of \r lcked
8 Emplo),rnent ofall lhe rhrec filnctrons

of Yerbal conmuncatlon expressrvc,
conalr\e and cognlh\c

9 Nelther Prosalc nor poetrc. blend of
both

4.3 Explicit Intcr-text without Referenc€

The Holy Qur am recounts a number of events 1n ,!lra,[ al_Baqarah. Darrated bv the

earher Scnptures, ln tlts case TBp It does [ot, howe\er. ctte any earher text(s) m thls

concem Such kmd of mter-tcxfuallty wheretn a text shares certam contents but does not

refer to the earher text(s). accordlng 10 Genette (1997). rs plagransm It ls lmponant to

know what actually plagarsm lse Another cructal questlon ls. l\,hetler an),stmllanty

betEeen t\ o or more than two texts may m po1nt offact be dellneated as plagransm.

Plag:ransm rs defined as ..the theft of ldeas or of unttetr passages or

worls pitsscd off as one's o\rr \\'ork iulhout acknowledgement of thelr true ongln.

(Baldrck.200l. p 194) THQ. for Mushms, rs the true Word ofGod \!tto re\ealed rhe

earher books Torah. Psalns and Gospel also Therefore. any smrlanq,among them rs

not a plagransm. mther the message of God Almrghty Although. lt rs doubtful u,hether

the above mentroned books of the prcsent-day Brble are the same re\ealed b) Allah

Almrghty or othen4,lse. ver. desprte thts lssue. there arc some rnter-texrual accounts

mentroned rnpsalm 78 and. surah al-Baqaral (er.:r-an,I 47_61) u,hrch have been selected

for tcxtual analysrs The second queshon rarsed rn abole gtlen paragraph \\lll be tned to
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ansu cr rn the hght of analysrs and drscusslon of psalm 78 and selected \erses of the

sura, Terts of the psalm and of the -sr/alr arc $\ en ln Appendlx l

4.3.1 Psrlm 78:1-28 and Surar.l-B.q.r.h (Qur'an 2:47-61)

Psalm 78 and surah al-Baqarah share a number of events such as parttng ofthe sea'.

gushrng out of u'ater from the rock' and 'demand of food t\ rth ccrtarn vanattons The

selected matcnal has been ana)yzed rn order lo undcrstand ho* thc erents have been

narrated ln tle selected texts The abo\ e menlroned e\ cnts ha\ c bccn anall zed one by one

preceded by tle lnltral \ erses ofthe exccrpts

4.3.1.1 hiti.l Vcrscs ofPsrlm 78.nd scl.ctcd r.rses of,Srra, ol-Baqoroh
(Pselm 78:l-4 r's Qur'^n2i47 & 48)

T.blc 2.:

Th. Bool ofPsrlms ("srlm 7E l{)
lsr.cl\ reb.Ubn rr lh. $rld.rr6s

I C,r..a O m\ pcoplc ro mr l.achrng
,ncln. rour crs ro rh. \ ords olmy noufi

2 I srll opcn nr mouth ,n. Ddblc
I {,llutrcr drk eun!s ftom ofold

I drnrs d.r qc h.\c h.dd and \noun
rhar our a..no6 h.\c rold Ds

:l \\e urllnot hrdc rhm ftom rhorch,ldren
sc $,ll rcll !o thc codDt locrauon

ih. glonous d..ds olft. LORD, od h,s mrlhr
.nd rh. qondds rhn h. ha donc

Th. Hol] Qur'rn (Qur'rn 2 47 & {E)

4, Ch,ldrd of lsacl rcmcmbcr hou I blcscd \ou and

L\ourcd lou o\cr o$cr propl. r8 Cuard rouAcl\cs
a!.,nsr. D.\ shcn no (rl u,ll $and )n plac. of arothd
no ,nrcr.c$,on ulll bc rccclrcd lor tr
no! $,ll rhc\ bc hclpcd

.r-!1.P F:L rr J;r 51 jt ;4 ,A j\>\ J+
-r) rt++-n),rj-4JcJ4 jF) -> F,

-J')*)', 
')r 

?

The abor c grven exccrpts, at surface le\ cl. are closely rclated Thc narrator ofthe psalm

rnvokes hrs people (tle lsraelltes) and asks rhem ro pal heed to hrs teachlng' TIe

Qur anrc narrator lrke.rlse that of rhe psalm drrectly addresses rlc Chlldren of Israel

ard malues them remcmber Hts blessrngs upon them Both the c\cerpts employ first-

person personal pronouns Ho\re\cr thc dlscourses at deep lerel. are dtfferent rn terms

of form and funchon The nallator of the psalm cmplols first-person-slngular pronouns



and firsFperson-pluml pronouns rn nomtnatrve. possessr\e as u'ell as ln objechve cases -

''I . "my ue . our" and us uhcreas tle sara,h males use of first_person_slngular

pronoun rn nomlnatrvc case 'l' only

Moreorer. the excerpt of tie psalm does no! exhlblt any de\latron from

grammatrcal rulcs or unusual use of pronouns as notcd !n the prerrous excerpt of THQ rn

whrch tle narator shtfts from first'person-plural pronoun (nomlnatl\e case)'Wc'to

first-person-srngular pronoun (possesslve case) "My-. the dlramlc ofTHQ Rather' the

drscourse of TBP ln above glvcn excerpt scems to follo[ usuai Pattem of grammar as

mrght be notcd rn clauses - ,I utll open m,l mouth'- tllngs that ]1c ha\e heaJd and

knoq'n. that o&r ancestors ha\e told ui Thus. the style of TBP ln terms of emplolng

pronouns rs drfferent fiom thc style emPloycd by THQ

Anothcr dlfference ln the abo\'e glven excerPts rs tlat of the narrators The

drscourse of the surai drsplal's God as rts narrator \* ho asscrts- remember ho\r' I blessed

you ald faroured you o\er other peoplc' It ts a sort ofone-slded dlalogue on the Parl of

God urth the Ch:ldren of lsrael But thc narrator of the Psalm seems to bc some earthl]

berng among the lsrachtes as he states. l $lll urter thlngs that rle have heard that

our arcestors ha\e told us The blbLcal e\cerpt ls also ln the form ofone-stded dtalogue

but on the part of an Israclltc u'rth the Israchtes Tte narrator calls hls teachlng dark

salrng ald clarms to bc delr ered by hrm rn the form of parables Phrases hke'dark

sal rng and ' parables demonstrate that hts tcachlng matcnal )s of lmmense lmponance

and rs not easy to comprehend It \\as not easy even for the nafiator as he hlmseli rn

addrtron to man) others. uas made _kno\rn b1 h:s ancestors and noq he conslders lt hls

responslbllrt, to deh\er rt to tIcLr generahons
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Thc worldvrews ofthe excerpts also seem enhrelv dtfferent fiom each otler The

narrator of the psalm rereals God s'glonous deeds'. hts mrght and uonders ofthe

past aJld narrates tlem to the audrence The purpose of the btbltcal narrator- accordlng to

vcrsc 7 ard 8 of the psalm rs that lhe addressees ma) set thelr hoPe u God " The

narrator \r'a!nts to make the audlence famrhar ulth God s uorks-_ and lcep thern follou

the commandments ofGod Hc Bants the reclprenls alter thelr aftrtudc and not to be

lrke thelr anccstors u'ho u'ere 'sfubbom" and rebelltous Seneratlon \*hose heai l,\as

not stcadfast". aad who uere "not farthful ro God as menhoned tn rerse of 8 of the

psalm

Thc Qur'anrc narralor (Cod) on the other hand remrnds thc 'Chrldren of Israel '

H:s blessrngs upon them and asks them to protcct thetuselves agalnst the Day of

JudgDent u'hen erery soul urll be answerable for hts deeds nelther "lnterccsslon nor

'ransom \*rll be acccpted and no onc urll be helped The world-ue$'of above 8r\en

excerpl of the rura, rs altogcther eschatologrcal. enhrcly drffcrent fiom that of the psalm

that seems to menlor Jeursh dlsposltlon and temperamcnt

Tlerc rs stnkrng srmrlanty rn $e s),ntactrc structure of the hltlal clauses of lhe

cxcerpts The 6rst clause ofpsalm 78. Grre ear. O my pcoplc. to my teachlng and tlat

of the surah- Chrldren oflsrael. remembcr hotv l blessed vou'areboth rn vocatr\e case

Both thc clauses makc use of Nomrnahve of Address. as thc addressecs are nomlnated

through phrases 'O rn) people and "Chrldrcn of Isracl" by the psalm and the srra,

respcchl'el) In thc hkcq lse manncr. the sccond clause of each selected e\cerpt - _lnchne

your ear to the u'ords of my mouth" of the psalm and Guard rourselres aqarnsl a

dal of thc rura, arc both ln rmperahre form'. agarn rn \ocah\e case. thus
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sFtaclcally slm ar m nature However. there ts drfference as the psalm employs

Nomrnahve ofAddress'after the lmperah\,e clause ,Glve ear whereas thc ,ura, malies

use of rt tn the begnmng folloued bv a command -lj_Srl . (remember) Another

drfference ls that of the employrnent of drfferent lexrcal tems. ..my people. by the psalm

and "Chrldren of Israel'- by the .srral,. though, the addressees of the excerpts seem to be

the same, the lsraehtes. although hrstoncall), dlfferent

Fufihermore, the funchon of the aclon $ords Grve ear 
. 

and ..tncllDe your ears..

rn thc psalrn and "rcmember - and .Guard yourseh,es. fi the surah seems altogether

drfferent Tle psalmtst calls the audlence for pa).lng close aftentlon to uhat he says He

seems to teach the audtence csrtaln unclear sayngs of the past ln parabohc form He

drscloscs and tells them God.s ..glorrous dceds. of the past The psalmlst asserts that he

wrll not hrde such \r'onders_ mther narate thcm to the futurc generahom The lmDedtate

audrence ofthe psalmlst seem unar*,are of \r,hat ls belng rc\,ealed to them

But the actlon word ..remember.. of the surah gl\es the lmpresslon that the

addressees are well-a* are of what they are asked to recall The slrai seems to gre a

remrnder to the ''Chtldren oflsrael ' The eur.a c drscourse gr\es the mpressron that the

IsraeLles of the Prophet s trme were well_kno\r,n regardlng the blessmgs besto\\,ed upon

them by Allai Almghty The Qtr aluc rmpcratle ..Guard 
l,otrrsel\ es 

. 
funcrrons as a

plece of aducc as well as wamrng for 0rc addressees uho are partlcularl) Dotlfied to

safeguard themseh,es agamst the lmpendmg tnal ofthe Dav ofJudsmenr

The drscourse of TBp deprcts that makmg the fuh.ue

"glonous decds of tlre Lord". ,'hts mtght-. and the ..\\,onders

generattons a\\ are

that he has done'

of

ls
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extremely quctal for sethng lhell .hope rn God.. In the hkeulse manner. the eur anrc

drscouse consrders rt uorth mentlonlng to remlnd the Israelrtes. God s blcssmgs and

far ours upon them so tlat they ma), protect themselt.es agatnst the tnal of hereafter In

thrs way. the dlscouase of THe seems to complement the stmrlar subJect matter Aom

eschatologlcal perspech\ e

Thc narrahve of the psalm then mo\es forward *rth hlstoncal contents

nonexlstent rII the Qu'an uno] tt reaches \e.se lj that narates thc splrtthg ofthe sea that

the surah dro.ly narrates The event of the panhg of the sea has also been grren

compaEh\/cly tn g.eatcr detarl rn psalm 136 also Therefore. r erses 13 to 15 of psalm 136

have also been made part of dlscusslon for bettd understandtng the world ue$ of the

Book of Psalms The respectrve accounts of the parhng of the sea ire glven ln the table

2b

4,3.1.2 Parting ofSce: Ipsalm 78:13 & 136:13_15 Vs. eur,en 2:49,50]

Teblc 2b:

Th. Book of psrlms

li Hc d^rdcd lhc \a ed td thm na( rhrouerr ,L
.nd m.d. rhc {:rcE stud lt.. h..p

psrtm 78 ll
ll $hod^rdcdthc Rcd Sa b rwo.
foi hN yc.dlasl lot.cndws tor.vft_
l.l .rd mad.lsft.l p6( rhrouph rh. d,dsr oitr
tor hrs ec,dt {to!. odu* torc\.r
l-5 b-,.vcnnEq Pl-daoh od hu m' ,n rhc Rcd (ca
,^r hi\ {odL\l lovc ndur6 ,dr.ra

Ps.lh t-16 tl-!5

Th. Hoh Qur'an

rq Rcmrmbcr s-(n u. v,(d rnu trom phrrJoh s pc..p.c
sh. subrc(rcd \.u ro,chh,c romcnr .trurh,rne rou-w,-\ o:pmc nntv vou, uom.h f F $1 a rqr nal
iiom \our Lord- 50 od qhen \\c pancd rnc sa tor.ou
'. s.\rnr lou so dro(nhp PnMoh. pcop.e nghr b;"rc

Al-B.q.rr [Ih. Cos 2.,to.S0t
, :_' -* -J !F.Err. -f, J /,:+ - rr.,l A "i! -,r..-d + *! A}- r i h_
'r"-.,,.,.r.--,;," ;;;,;-.-il" -*

14



The selected excerpts, at surface levcl. seem closely related by narratrrg the same event

thc panlng of sea But at deep leYel they arc dlfferent tn temrs of form and funchor THe

seems to descnbe rhe samc event qurte drffcrently liom that ofTBp Tbe narrator ofTBp.

for erarnple. employs thrrd-pcrson-srngular pronoun ..he.. rn psalm 7g and relatr\e_

pronoun r*ho' 1n psalm 136 for cod rhe brblcal narrator seems etrtrrel) concealed ln

the excerpt The Qur'anrc nalrator. on the other hand. rs r.r rdrv presenl rn the drscourse

Clauses I ie -Remember qhen \\,e sared 1ou--and rvhen Ue parted the sea.manrfest

that tle narator ts Cod Almrghty

MorcoYer, the eur'anlc excerpt mtroduces a shlft ln \,else 49 from first_person-

plural pcrsonal ptonoun ..\\'e to thlrd_persoD_slng.ular personal pronoun _.your 
Lord--

The functron of such a shlft marks transltlon fioh expresslve frtllcttoll of commuolcarton

- speaker-centered to cognltlve functton ofcommuntcatron _ message_centered (Robtnson.

2003) The first clause of the er_r'arrc excerpt -Remember \\hen \tr.e saYed ),ou ls

speaker centered for rhc drscourse manlfests God.s mrght and pnnclple of .Iusttce.

punrshrng the oppressors and deLvenng the oppressed But rr shrfts to cognrhle flrnchotr

of communrcattoD rn uhtch the addressecs,readers,.llsteners are mformed that lt ..uas 
a

great tnal from God Connotatrvel),. lt reDders a message to the rcadgr hstener that the!

mrght under_qo such tnals and tnbulattods I_n btbhcal exccrpts. houeter. no shrft of
pronouns can be observed

The Qur'amc shtft tn pronouns lioln first_percon_plural to thtd_person_srngllar

Inrght ha\.e theologlcal fitnchon also ..\l-e saved )ou. may glve the lmpresslon that

perhaps there are oore than one narrators. but u,hen a shlft rs lntroduced wlthm the same
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\ else tkough the phnse "your Lord . rt makes the posrtron (the Otreness) of tle narator

(God) I rrrd aod clear

Another stnkrng drffercnce rn fie drscourses ls thclr respechve forms of

nafiahves Psalm 78 narates tle event m past lndefinlte tense purely rn clronologrcal

maDner Verse 13 of the psalrn, ..He druded tle sea and let them pass through rt. deplcts

an event of the past regardrng the people u'ho do not seem to be the addressees of the

psalm The psalm partlculanzes the e\ent wlth tle hlstoncal Israehtes

The slrra,, on the other hand. contextuahzes an event ofthe past wrth the preseDt

The drscourse of he surah on account of tts loose structure does not ha\,e lmmedtate

context thus any Jew. rrcspectrve of tmc and place. mtght be the addressee of the

exceryt The Jews of the prophct's trme undoubtedr) \,,ere Dot rhe hrstoncal Je\\s sa\ed

by Allah Almtght_v But the emplolment of second-person_pronouns ln the clauses. ..We

saved r?r/ subjected,r,oit to temble tormcnt. slauglfenng toar Jors. spanng onlv_}(rul

\|omeh rr\'e parted the sea for -r,ou sa\,mg tou nght before,lo?.// e\es.. Et,e the

tmpressron as lf the) uerc the hrstoncar Jc*s deh'ered b) God It manrfests that the

trra, descnbes the Jc.r,s as oDe natron The saral does not have ar\ partlcular contcxt

l:ke that of the psalm rather lt generarlzes the e'ent belng an mcldent of common curtural

hentage ofthe Jews

The Qur'amc e\cerpt mlght ha\,e one other effect that seems noD_e\rstent m tlat

of the psalm The abor,e gr en e\cerpt of the -r&,?, ts rn the folm of one_srded dlalogue

that dlrectl) m\ol\.es the reader'llstener.,rho consrdcrs as lf he rs berng addressed It

func.ons to enlance and rntcnsrf the lnterest of the reader rlstensr to more actr\erv and
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atlentlYely read4lstcn to the e\ cnt The dtscourse of abot,e gl\.en exceryts of the psalms.

on the other hand. does not seem to eflgage the readerllstener tn the eYent as an act]l,e

parhclpant

It ls ln fact one of ihe chamctensocs of eur.anlc dlscourse that lt addresses the

reader4lstener as lf they were present when certaln tmportant e\ ent of the past occurred

For mstaoce, THQ rn the s,rai .The Elephant' (eur.an 105) addresses the prophet whtle

menhorung a cruclal eYent of thc past even before hls brth. ..Do you [prophct] not see

how your Lord dealt u'lth rhe arm) of rhe elephante.. (eur an 105 l) Thus the event of

thc partrng of se4 descnbed by THe was not unlro\an for the Je*,s of rhe prophet.s rtme

and perhaps to address them, uas I*e addressrng rhe hrsloncal Jeus The eur.aruc

dtscoursc onploys the phrase...t.,_An e-r" (nght beforc )our e],es) qhrch $ tJL-. (a

tense used for present-tcnse as well as future_tense 1o Arabtc language) It dso creares an

artrstlc effect by dcscnbrng an c\ ent of tle past ( I4d ccntury B C ) uhrle addressrng the

people ofthe 76 century

The structurc of psalm 136 that narrates the event of the partrng of sca enhrely

drffers from that of the s,roft The abo.,e gt\,en e\cerpt ofthe psalm begrns wrth relahve

proDoun 'uho" that portrays that the serected \ erses are connected someuherc erse

Nearly the entlre psalm 1s kmtted through relahve pronoun ..\,h0.. employed throughout

the text Dlfferent e\'e[ts ]lke the deatron ofceleshal bodres tn verses 7_9 and obhteratton

of powerful klngs rn \,erses 17-20 etc have bcen connected through relahve-pronoun

-\\'ho \a rth the very fiIst verse ..O glve thanks to the LORD, for he rs good
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The Qur'anrc e\cerpt- on the othcr hand. begrns \\'rth a drscourse marler

'rcmember" tlat srgnrfies the commencemcnt of an rndependenl and a new set of er ent.

though, part of accounts regardrng Israclrtes TIe abo\ e gtven excerpt employs the phrase

'rlj + \erb (and remembe0 t\ o hmes that na.rrate t\\o drfferent elents or phascs ln the

Itfe oflsraehtcs - rn Eg)?t and at the sea \\herc thetr cnemles \\ere drouned Thc tr ord rl

+ \erb (remembcr) o. rt,:r _ rcrb (and remembcr) ls a marker whlch meais to "Recall

thc trme uhen such-and-such an erent occuEed" (Mrr 1992. p l1) The -urd, narrates a

number of dlfferent events ln \'erscs 47.61 employng nlne trmcs rlJ + \erb- (and

rcmember) as a marker_ that makcs the c\ents rndependent ln nature. though all are

rclatcd to the lrves of Israehtes Thrs form and structure of the narratl\ es of the.rura,

exhrbrts a umque paftem qurte drffercnt Iiom tlat ofthe psalm 78 and 136

MorcoIcr. tle Qur'anlc e\cerpt seems ro provrde Justrficahon for events that

happcn The excc4)t of $e psalms- on the other hand. does not seem to constder thrs

element For e\ample neltler psalm 78 nor 136 suppll \lndrcalron for Pharaoh s

drownrng rn the Red Sca But the surah matntarns that pharaoh s people caused the

Chrldrcn of Israel to atrocrous harassment. hassacnne thelr male bab:es and spanng thcrr

females Consequentl)'. lt \+asJusttfied to ovenhroB hlm and hls people Funhermore. the

saral calls the penod of trrbularlons a 'great tnal" for Israelrtes agaln seems loJushf,

tle srtuahon

Another stnkrng drfference rn the drscouEe of TBp and that of THe !s the

pro\lsron of seftrng' ln the former THQ scarcel; suppl:es names ofpersons and places

\*hrle narrahng an event ln the casc ofabo\e gr\'en excerpts. psalm Ij6 clcarly menhons

the setttng, the place - Red Sca Ehere Pha.raoh and hrs arml \ ere overtlro\rn It deprcts
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hterary and hlstoncal aspects of TBP

drorrnrng of Pharaoh's people It seems

tlan lrterary and hrstoncal

surah does not menhon the place of

morc emphasls on theologrcal aspects

Tle aborc grven ercerpt ofthe srrd, portra!s that perhaps Pharaoh's pcople. not

he hrmsclf. werc dro*ned tn tle sea. as rt mcnhons. _dro\\rrng Pharaoh s peoplc nght

bcfore1'oureyes'Butltlsonlv.perhaps.onaccounlofdescnbrngthee\entsrneprsodrc

form by THQ t}at grves complementary detalls of the samc rncldents at other places For

example. the Qur an descnbes PhaJaoh s dro\rnlng ln greater delall tn $e chapter on

Jonalr

U'c loot $e Chldrcn oflsr.el across drc sea Phar2oh and hrs roops pursucd ftcm rn arrogancc and
ag-ercssron Bur as hc sas drorhrng hc cncd, I beh$c rhcrc rs no God c\ccpr fic onc thc Chrldren
of Isrz.l belrcvc rn I submri ro Hrm 9l Noq, Uhcn lou had atqals b.cn 2 rcbcl and a
troublcmalcrr Tod.) U e sha Il s.!c on ly you, corpsc as a srgn to aI po<rcE N ( A bdctH alccm 1005
p D1)

Furthermore. psalm 78 as \\'cll as 136 seem to be ln poetlc form. cssentrallv prolected rn

the form of couplets The laner males use of a refrarn also The Qur'anrc e\cerpr. on the

other hand. rs nerther poettc nor prosarc rn tts nahlre lt ls a bleDd of both berng

lncorporatrng prosarc as uell as poettc quallhcs For examplc. d]e -sura,h projccts rlrtd

po*erful rhyhmtc rmages ln Arabrc -JJ!)-(slaughlcnng). ..:.1-,--t'(spanng). S.t r

(your sons). rs.t!' (),our women). and "qi,'(\!e paned). -Ull (U'e droEned) rn a

prosarc form ofd:scourse Furthcrmore. \'erces ofthc e\cerpt ofthc sarai conc)ude on I

and .r'both ofuh:ch are nasal consonants

The drscourse of the psalm :nrolres only cognrtrre flrnchon of communrcatron

message-centered The Qur amc drscoursc. on thc othcr hand. mores back and fonh

But the

to gl\e
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among all tle thrca functlons - erpresslvc (speaker_ccntered). conatl\e (addressee s

centcred) and cogmtrvc (messagc.centered) ln a nutshell. It may be dcduced tIat. though.

dre above grven excerpts descnbe the samc event but thcy are entlrely dlfferent ln thelr

narrahve pattcm. drscourse. smlcture. stylc. form and functron Here rs drscussed another

cnrclal eveflt re gushrng out of \ratd from thc rock. lncorPorated by both textual

corpora

4.3.1.3 Gushing out ofr*'rtcr from th. Rock: IPs.lm ?8:15-6 \'s. Qur'20 2:601

T.blG 2c:

Th. BooL of Psrlms

15 Hc splu rocks opcn m fic ,}1ldcrness

and gavc ftcm dnnl .bundandy es &om thc dccp

I6 Hc madc stc.ms comc our ofth€ rock
ard causcd uarcrs ro 0oe doqn hke nlcn

Psrlms 78 15-16

ThG Holr Qur'zn

60 Rcmcmbcr $hcn Moscs pnled for *arcr for
hrs p€oplc ,nd Wc satd Io hrm Stnlc thc rocL
trrth )our sraff T$eh. spnngs gushcd out end

cach group tncs rrs dfln|ng placc Ear and

dnn\ fic suncntce God hr-s pro\tdcd 2rd do
nor czuse corupuon rn lhc land

{l-Brqrrt ITbt Coe 2 601

:J.r+r JJL J* -,- "]n ui iJ. Ji.!r -rr
j -.-Fr l;ls .{.J: --"1 -5 ! i "t t:- :-:1 L

.r* --,)rJ lr:,j ) r.!1j--
(50 ;r.lr)

Tle above gren e\cerpts share onl] one rdentrcal word. rock(s) ETen the s:ngle shared

uord has bccn employcd :n plural form rn rerse 15 of the psalm uhtch grres the

lmpresslon that perhaps tiere *erc a number of rocLs fiom u'hlch the \\'ater gxshed out

But lersc 16 cmploys thc word -rock rn srngular form as rf a srngle rock was spltt and

caused \\arer to floq The Qur'anrc dlscouEe has cmployed fie Eord rocl' rn rts

srngular form Thls slngle ldenhcal rrord portrays fiat the excerpts are c\tremel]'dlfferenl

ln terms ofemplo)1ng common lerlcal unrts uhrle narmtlng ncarl) thc same lncrdent
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Followlng lts t)lrcal pattem and untque stlle the Qur amc drscourse begrns u,rth

the marker "remember ' that ma.kes the reader,'ltstener recall a cruclal event of thc past tn

thc ll\es oflsraelltes The marker :t_1'land remember) functtons as an actton word used

ln rmperahve form, thus commands the readerntstener to pay heed to uhat the narrator

(God) enunclates It also seems to cngage the audlence tn the dlscoursc It appeaE to

rsolatc tle :ncrdcnt fiom the pre\ tous ctents betng a separate happenlng. though

lnterconnected l*ttl the rest of the events Thc drscoursc of tle psalm on the other hand

has attemptcd to seek thc anentton of the audrence quttc !n the begrnnrng of the psalm It

does nol engagc the reader,hstener off a.nd on hke that of the ur?l, rn drscussron uhrle

narratrng thc e\ ents

A sfiklng drffcrence rn tle narrahr'cs ls the role of an tmportant character

Prophet Moscs rn tle surar, noncxlstent ln tle psalm The narrator ofthe psalm seems to

bc rnterested rn descnbrng God s *onders *rftout crpressrng the role of Moses as an

rntemcdrator bet* een God and thc lsraelttes The surah- on thc other hand. e\plalns

Moses pra)rng for u'ater for hrs people to God. fuifilment of hrs pray,ers b1 Cod \\.ho

drrecls hrm lo smkc hls slaffon the rocl

Thc drscourscs drffer ln terms of thelr rcspectt\ e use of subJectrve or nomrnatrve

noufl pronoun as doers rn the clauses For o,ampJe. the subjcct ln c]ause he spllt rocks

opcn rn the wrldcmess ofthe psalm rs God Almrghtl, ll appears as rf the rock u,as struck

(as mentroned rn lerse 20 ofpsalm 78) by God htmsclf It also grves thc rmpressron that.

perhaps. water !r as not demanded b) the Israelttes But tn case ofthc rrra, the rasl .,\,as

camed out b) rhc addresscc. Prophet N{oses. commanded b} God. . Stnke the rock \\ rrh

your staff Thc drscourse of the surah Wtrays that the rock \\,as smrck bv Moses wlth
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hrs staff follourng Allah s command ln rcsponse to hrs prayers It grves the rmpressron

that tle qorldly mattcrs are run by God tlrough Hrs people under Hrs krnd control.

command. \rll and \olltton Thus the tvorld rre* of eur'artc narratrve seems qulte

drfferent from $at ofthe narratt!c ofthe psalm

The drscourse of tle sura,i, ts dlfferent from that ofthe psalm rn terrns ofcontents

and subject matter The surah portrays tuehe clans of lsraeltte as the nurnber of spnngs

was t'.\'el\e and that 'each group kne* rts dnnktng place 
.. 

The psalm. on the other hard.

does not mentlon clans of Israehtes or thc number of thc sources of the \r atcr ll naEates

'streams ofuater that flo$ed down lrkc ..nvers as agalnst to the srra, lhat descDbes

''spnngs The uord -stlearns tndlcates a grcat quantlty of \+ atcr as compared to

'spnngs' Morco\er. slreams cannol be confined to any parllcular dnnkrng place as tts

uater can be utlhzcd al a number ofplaces on tts bank But ttsuarermlght not be as fiesh

as that of spnngs for the \*atcr of sheams rs gcncrall\ muddv. lower tn terms of qualtt),

than lhat ofspnngs On the other hand. thc uater ofspnngs rs generally lesser rn quanrrtv

thmthatof streams But thrs sensc of tnsufficrencl rs remored bv the s,ra,h through the

number (twel\e) ofspnngs. each for a clan Morcorer. spnngs are generall_v confined to a

partrcular place The surai perhaps. thercfore. menhons that there $as a ..dnnlrng place.

foreach clan The uord "spnngs slgnaLzcs Iieshncss of[aler as \aell as slou,but long-

tem contlnulty of \\'ater

The narratrre of the psalm nafiates tle e\ent ln past rndefin:te tense It ts rn the

form ofrndrrect narratlon The Qur'anrc dlscoursc on thc otherhand. ls the blend ofpasl

and prescnt tenses It scems to conle\tuallze the e\ent of the past \r lth tie present The

narrator of the -rurd, (God) engages Hrmself rn the form ofd:alogue. . stnke the rock \r,lth



your staff' that secms to bndge the gap rn terms of trme The concludrng part of tle

c\cerpt Eat and dnnl- and do not causc coruptron rn land. mrght ha\e some

parficular context but on accourt of rts loose strucfure cannot be bound to an rmmedtate

contcxt Thc clause ls as effectl\e toda) as rt u,as tn fte past It has a unr\ersal cffect tn lts

nature

Another stnklng dtffcrence tn the niuTatl\ es rs lhc presence of the narrator ln the

srra,fr entrrely absent ln above gl\en e\cerpt of thc psalm .\\'e sard to hrm..r,rrrdl),

porfa\s narrator s presence rn Qur'arrc drscourse u,hereas the narrator of the psalm

scems completely concealed The narrator of the psalm merel) narrates thc e\ents rn

srmple past tense \{lthout engagtng htmself m abo\ c gl\ en e\cerpr

If t}e drscourses to be;udged tn tcrms of funchons of communrcahon. the abo\e

grven \'crses ofthc psalm seem to proceed ln cognttt\e functron of communrcatton It

emphaslzcs on the message- 'God s wonders onll Thc saralr, on the other hand. mo\ es

back and forth among all the three functrons of communlcatlon The u,ord --remember-

e\hrbrts conalrve fi.urctron as lt seems addressees- centered. .We sard to hrm. rs

e\pressl\e belng spcaker-centcred and -Eat and dnnk tle sustenancc God has prorrded.

rs conatl\ e. addrcsslng the audtence. as well as cogartl\ e bong messagc-centered

The Qur anrc drscoursc, as usual. makes use of a shlft ln pronoun Clause -\\,e

sard to hrm" ponra\ s 'U'e as a firslpcrson-pluEl nomlnahve pronoun emploled b!,the

narrator (God) as hrs plural majest), But the drscoursc. then tntroduces a shrft from first-

person-plural pcrsonal pronoun _U'e lo thtrd-person-srngxlar (Noun) God \\:thrn the

salle verse It mtght ha\'e. tn tie usual manncr. funchons ]llc _ a transttton ftom
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cxpresslvC functlOn to cognrtl\ C funchOn of cOmmunrcatlon and theologlcally makes the

posrtron (Oneness) ofthc narrator (God) clea.r

The drscourses are drfferent rn tems of genres as wcll The drscourse ofthe psalm

ts rn poetrc form constst ofverses ncarly of srmrlar lcngth The drscourse ofthe s,rai. on

the other hand. ts nelther pochc nor prosatc rn nafure The eur.anrc rerse (60) comprrse

almost twentt-elght words rn Arabrc rn the form hke that ofa prose but projecls \t\ td and

pouerful rmagcs tn fas! rh\1hm rn Arabrc -1]A" (eat). ,.lriJ. (and dnnJ<) rn poetrc form

that make the dlscourse a blcnd ofboth prosc and Yerse

4.3.1.4 Dcmrnd ofFood: JPsrlm 7t:19-28 \'s. eur'rr 2:S7 & 2:61|

Trblc 2d:

Th. B@l ot Psrtms

l9 Ti.t spotc .garn{ Cod q!rn8
"Cd Cod spMd e r.bl. rn $c urldm.ss.

20 E\cn rhou8h hc shct rh. rel a rh.r $ar.r gushcd our
ed ror.nls olcrflo*cd

can hc.lso F!c b@d
or pro\rd. mc.r for hr( pcopl..'

I I Tlcr.lor. trhcn rh. LORI h..rd hcq.stullofra,.

:r h. ra,.cd dotrn on dm mana ro arjd ra\. $ch rh. gn,n ofhe!.n
15 Ironals n. ofrhc brad of.rg.ts

hc sor (hcm f@d ,. abundare
26 Hc caus.d rh. cen {rnd ro bloq rn rhc h€!6s

6d br hrs po$crh.l.d our fi. \oud Nnd
:' hc rr,n.d n.sh upoi rh.m ht. dusr

srit.d brds lrl.lh. sad ot rhc scls
It h.l.r Od f.llBrdrn dcr czhp

all dound rhtu d*clIn8s

Th. Holr Qur'.n

(_ \r. mrdL rh. clnud( @ro t.- siri .h.dc .nd

'.nr mbli .nd,tu..ls doqr .o \oL r:\rrt L.r rh.
Sood $,ngs \\c h.!c pro\,dcd ior rou tr $ar nor
Ls rhc\ srort.d rhcl *ronecd rh6\.t\L\

al-lrq.r. lTn. Co$ 2.s71

- c ) r* r;r,J J.l, & J-! r.-!L sri .jL ,
,5- tril , .-..:-, + rs Jsl r _.J._ .ll .

r'l Rcmcmb* shcn \o! ed Vof\ \c cenor
bcr ro ar onh o.. \,nd oi tqd so pra\ ro lour
Lord ro hnns our ior ur \om. oi rhc c.flh s produc(

'ts 
hcrb\ and cucumbds ,u garl,c louh .nd

on,ons H. sr,d \\ould \ou c\ch&ge bc(.r ror
so&r Co ro Erwr cnd rh.rc \ou $rll find qhn \ou
h.\c rslcd for Thcr \.r. srtucl urlh hum]trarion
.nd q,.rch.d16i &d rh.! ,ntur.d rhc r,.rh ct
Cod bcc.us. rhc\ D.rnn..rl\ rcr.cr.d Hjs m.sqacr
bd l,ll.d prophds con6 r. alt rhr ,! nSh! irl
rhrs nz\ bcc.us. rhcr droh.\cd tud qcrc

AI-Btq.n lTh.Co$:6tlr -r: J_ -.-. -Lr r- i p j 
-r.;j.,,-t <- J *' J +, r r.:i J {n +y,)r :-r; -- ! Jr lF LFrL F rr j-)- _L t j_tr Jrjjl

rll- 4 y * r! r il-!r ja].r x.E :, r J_
- Jlr- _Jr F,E_J _ra J Jl -- JJr! r-s +.

Pslms ?! l9.lt

84



The selected excerpts drscuss nearly the sa.rne sublect maher I e demand of food on the

part of Israelltes But tle form and functron and uay of narratron of the er,cerpts seem

entrrely drfferent Thc psalm deptcts that the IsraeLtes rarsed questrons uhethcr God

could grve them -bread ard "meat- desprte tle fact they had already been provrded urth

\* atcr rn the qlldemess TIe clause. 'They spoke agarnst God portrays a sort ofdrsbeLef

on thc part of Israelttes lt manrfcsts therr rcbclltous attrtude. suggested tn the trtleofthe

psalm Israel's rebelhon rn tle $rldemess also The sura,, on the other hand. thro\r,s

hghton God s bJcssrngs hlc "clouds as shade and prorrsron of .manna ard.quarls..

upon thc Israehtes who seem to hare wrongl;'uscd tle substance. as portrayed b),the

s,rai tiey *tongcd themselves "

The tlemc of the excerpts seems to bc thc demand ofbread and butter on the part

of Israelrtes and God's blesstng upon thcm. but thcre rs stnk:ng drfference :n the contents

ofthe excerpts The Brbllcal excery)ts glves the tmpressron that the Israelltes asked God

for bread and flesh'wtthout an lntermedrator unhLe the -surai that ponrays that the

requesl u as madc for "u'ater '. as ln the pre\lous e\cerpt. and vegetablcs' tlrough an

rnter-medrator I e Prophet Moses Accordtng to the sara,l?. they asked Moses. .\\ e cannot

bear to cat only one krnd of food . perhaps "manna-' and ..sal\\ 
a '

Anothcr stnkhg drfference porfayed b) the e\cerpts rs flrlfillment ard annullrng

oftherr respectrvc demands rn the psalm and tn the r&ra, respech\ely Tlc psalm deprcts

thatlsraelrtes'dcmandfor'bread'and'meat'\rasdulyfrtlfilledb!,CodWho.though

full) rn ragc - ratned down on them manna to eat" and the .urnged b:rds The sura,t_ on

the other hand. ponra] s that the demand for .eanh s produce ' made b\ Israelltes u ere
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annulled by Prophet Moscs qho dcclared rl rn\alrd by assenrng. Would you e change

bener for rr'orseo'

The selected e\ccrpts secm to be drffcrent:n struclure as u,ell as functton Verses

l9 and 20 of the psallrl. for rnstance. ha\e been projected rn lhc form of one_s:dcd

dlalo8uc on the part of Israelltes They asscrt rn tnterrogatt\ e form. Can God spread a

tablc ln the wrldemcsst E\en dough he strucl tle rocl can hc also srre bread. or

pro\lde meat for hrs peopler" The dralogue exposes the u,orld-rre*. susprclous and

drstrustful artrtude of the Israelrtcs through tle t\ords of thcrr mouth The rnterogahre

clauses sccm to endue. houever. tie reasonrng ofthc reader llslener uho begtns to thlnk

[hetler somcthrng unusual ts posslble to happen or not The remalntng \erses of the

psalm merely narrate the event tn past lndefinltc tensc

57 ofthe sara,L. hlctvrse the psalm. ls ln thc form ofonc.srded dralogue but on the

part of God The narrator (God) asserts rn rhperatl\e form Eat the good thrngs r.\'e hare

prorrded for you Thc structure of thc clause Ear the good thrngs " rs loose. thus

cannot be bound to an lmmcdlate contelt An) readcr,llstener \\ho comes across thls

ve6e mlght consrder that he she rs berng addressed Thus the functlon and effect of tirs

\'erse ts um\crsal ln nature In case of\erse 6l of the rrlar. lhere ls a dlalogue betueen

Israel:tcs and Prophet Moscs Tle functron of tt seems to mo\ e the narrahve forq ard It

appears to prescnt cxposltron ard partrculars of thc event But abo\e all tt exposcs the

world-rrews of tle characters I e the lsraelttes and prophet Moses ..Moses \\ e cannot

bear to eat onl) one l.nd of food - unwrap lmpattence arnd restless but pett) desrres for

chaage on thc part of Israelrtes t'lould vou e\change betler for \\orse, Go to Eglpt

exhlbrts the role of Moses as a prophet
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The Qur anrc drscourse sccms to demonstrate that prophet as an rntermedlator rs

not helpless but has thc autlonty to sanchon or o\ errule the matters ulth God's conscnt

or even wrth Hls sllcnl appro\al In case of tle pre\lous excerpt. gushlng oul of uatcr

from the rock. Moses prays for hts natlon But. ln prescnt sttuatton. the Israelttes beseech

hrm ro pral to God for'ear$'s producc for rhem But hc oremrles therr rcquest b)

declanng therr petrhon ln\alrd. sa)tng.'Would lou e\change befter for *orse, Go to

Egl?t and there you wrll find uhat )ou havc asked for " Thrs portraYs qutte a drfferent

world vreu of THQ fiom that of TBP that does not engage an rnter-medlator betwecn

God aod Hrs peoplc Prophets as tntermedrator, seem authontanan rn THQ and harc the

authont) to approve or ovcm.rle a malter, as menhoned tn lrrah 59. "so accept \\'hate\ er

thc Mcssenger gt\ es you. and abstaln fiom uhatever hc forbrds you" (Qur'an 59 7)

The drscoursc of the psalm and that of the szral ertremely drffer rn terms of

gcnrc TIe tcxt of tle psalm ls cssenttall) rn poctlc form \r'hlle the Qur_anlc text ls a blend

ofboth rcrsc and prose Lrke a prose. the lengtl ofVerse 57 oftlre sara} rs drfferent from

thal of \ ersc 6l Thc former cons:sts of crghteen uords u,hrle thc latter compnses more

than fift} uords tn Arabrc langr:age Howe\er.uordssuchas'Ll.U.J'(Wemade)-Ulr J

(and We scnt) rn \erse 57 arld 'qi" (herbs). -r-..lij'(and cucumbers). -k-.]'!J' (and

garlrc). -{-r' r'(and lentrls). $-J' (a.nd onrons). - 
J,-"s, ' (rhey rcjccred).'-F (the}

krllcd) rn verse 6l project vr\ rd and po\r'erfitl rmages rn fasl rh1'thm

The narrator rn the psalm rs concealed \\'htle the Qur'antc narrator (God ) ls \ t\ ldl)

present rn versc 51 of!.Jtesuroh Clauses lrke 1"\'e madc the clouds \\'e hare prorrded

for lou It $as not Us they uronged malc the nafiator present through the

employnent of first-person-plural personal pronoun rn nomlnall\c and objectr\e cases
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The verse rn rsolatron gtles the lmpresslon that perhaps there are more than oDe Ilarlators.

for there ls no shrft fiom first-person-plural to first-person-slngular as rn thc preYrous

e\cerpts, but lf thc verse to be compared ruth rest of the .9rra,[, lt portrays that fiIst-

person-pluEl pronourr has been employed for exhrbrtrng the maJesty ofthe narator onl),

There ts a stnkrng drfference ln the narratrves ftom the perspechve ofhtstory The

brbhcal drscourse seems to be structured tn a malnner uherc there ls no flexrbrhty from

hlstoncal perspectlYe lhe structure of the saral rs. however. loose and flexrble Verses

19 and 20 of the psalm. for mstance. \'r\rdly show that the e\ent of sphftmg of rock

occurred before the rnqdent of manna and "salwa ' The psalm obsen ably mentlons

g'hether Cod can grve thern "bread and -mear", though. He has aheadv pro\ 1ded them

u'ater Contrary to the psalm. the jura, mcntlons _mirDna" and salll a_' ln verse 57 and

sphttmg of rock ln verse 6l that g1\'es the lmpressron that. pcrhaps. the lafter occurred

chololog1cally later Thc *ord l.:ts (cat) follo\\'s 'manna and -salua when food q,as

arranged m abundancc and \rhcn the uater \\as arranged \+tth the same degree of

sumcrency then word "1.],,-FJ-(and dnn|) u'as also addcd to -lJls' (eat) as m verse 61

(lslahr.nd.p 223) No phmse. houe\er. rnthe ruroh hrstoncally fixes rts drscourse

therefore has flexrbllrty to bc htcrprctcd, hlstoncally. \'lce versa But the events of psall:ns

cannot be changed rn terms ofhrstory rn the hght ofthe psalm

In tems of functrons of communrcatron, the dlscourse of the psalm rs pnmanly

cognlhve 1e message-centded But the Qur'antc dtscoursc. on the other hand. moves

backward and forward among all thc three funchons of commutucatlon E-'.pressne.

Conahve and Cognlhve Clauses lrke "\\-e made the clouds and we have provrded

for you " are spealier-centered. "Rernember when you sard " ls addressees-centered.
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"They were struck u,lth humrhahon

centered

they rncurred the wrath of God" elc are message-

If the respectrve drscourses to be ludged as a s'hole. one mtght obscn,e that the

psalm descnbes thc events m chronologrcal tems TIe lalar. on the other hand.

descnbes thc events tndependendy, emplol,rng a drscourse marker "rli'(and rernember),

before the commencement of e\ ery account For erample. the emplolment of isrs jl J

(And remember uhen ue sared you). s-J. Ji.j-l irJ (and rcmember,,r'hen Musa (A S )

asked for uater). ili rlj (And remember when you sad; before the begrnntng of each

account not only lsolate each event ftom the other mther lndlcates a unlque pattem m

QuI amc narratlves

The drscourses seem to rendcr dlffcrent funchons as dlscussed rn the aralysrs of

the exccrpts Thcrefore. merely on the basrs of feu srm anhes m conlents. a text czrDnot

be declarcd plagranzed or mter-tcxt of $e other at all. a rcsponse to the second queshon

posed m thc begmnlng of thts sectlo[ rf rt has numerable drfferences Aom a number of

other aspects Srmrlantres and drfferences ln nearly slmllar e\ ents nadated bl TBP and

THQ may bc capsuhzed as follo*s

Thc Book ofPs.lm (Psatm 78:l-2E) Th. Holy Qur'ar ( Q ur'an 2:.47 -6ll
SlDdrntr.s'
I tlrl Y.rs.s of th. Psdm

1 Thc addressccs ofthc psalm ar€ Isr.llrcs
2 Thc psalm dcscnbcs ihc clcnls of'prnmg

ofsca splrttng ofrock and 'dcmand of
food m ,dduron to sonc others

I Tbe narntor of l}e p<.lm emplo)\ fil(r-
pcrson-pcrsonrl pronouns m mrual \ ers.s
of rh€ psalm

1 Inrrrzl \ersc. of rbc p.alm are m thc form
ofonc'srdcd dnlogric

5 fhc firsr clausc crve car O m) pcople
ls m \ocarrvc casc Thc clausc makcs usc

Srmrlinhcs'
lmtrrl \,.rscs of th. S!.arr.

I Thc addrcssecs ofthc rura,i erc Israehtes
I Alotrg $1th somc orher clcnts, thc su,ra,

dcscnbcs almosr thc s.m. c\eDE *rh
csrarn lanalron

I The tranilor of rle rarri alto uses fu(r
pcrson-personal pronouns rn rerscs -1" dd
.r8

I \ crscs.{7 & J8 erc also rn rhe form ofuDc,
srdcd ddogu*

5 Thc first clausc of thc -r,/a, Chrldien of
Isnel rcmembcr Is also rn vocatrve
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of Nomrnatrve of Address
5 Thc sccond clausc oflnrrral vcrses.rnclrnc

)ourcer rs m mpcratrve form
Ptrtlng of S.r:

7 rvcrsc 13 ofpsalm 78 and \crscs t3 15 of
psalm 136 dcscnbc thc cv€nr of,panmg of
sca 2nd Pberaoh and hrs arm\ s droqnrnt
ri rhc Rcd-Sca

Splrtxng ofRock.
I Vcrs.s 15 & 16 of rhc psatm t8 dcscnbc

rhc clcnr of th. splrnlng of rocl and
sushrne out of s atcr

form Ir emplols Nommatr\c ofAddr€ss.
6 Vcrsc -18 Guard )ourschcs agar,rst a

do) rs also on rmpcrzrryc fom
Prrtrng of Sca.

7 \,cr(es 49 & 50 descnbc alnost rhc smc
cvcnt rc parmg of sca saung of
krachrcs and ihc pcopt. of pharroh s
droBmng m ihc sca

Sphttmg ofRock.
8 The r!/,1 m \e^c 60 o2..rare rhc samc

c\em of splrrune ofrocl and gushrng out

Drff.rcnc.sr Drflcrcnccs:
Inrtrrl Vfiscs

I T}c Drraror ofrhc su/ai r Altzh
Almrghq

I Thc narraror (God) rcrunds ilc tsractucs
Hls blessngs upon thcm ,n ordcr to prompr
thcm for thc Da] ofJudgmcnt
(escharologrcal pcrspccxvc I

I All thc 6rec tuncuons of commumcauon
b€mg spcaker , addrcsscc and mcssrgc

{ The addrcssces of rhc sunh sccm \rell
auarc rbour rbc Dcldcnt Thcy .re asLed lo
rccoUccl cod s blessmgs upon rhcm

Prrorg oI rb. S.r:
5 Thc nernror m rhc srrah cmptovs 6l^\r

pcEotr plural pronoun rhus ,s \r\rdl),
prcscm rn the e\c.rPt

6 Shrft ftom first,pcrson pluratpronoun Uc
ro rlDrd,p€rson srngular )our Lord'7 'Ihc surah descnbcs dre clcnt of rhe past
addrcssmg thc rcader L(rcncr m rmpcrauvc
form

8 \,cncs of fte '/,a, I € .{e & 50 are rn thc
folm of onc,slded duloguc thus engagc
the rcadcr hsrencr 1n drscussron

9 Thc cxccrpt of thc suruh bcgrns qrrh a
markcr rcmcmbcr rhal remrnds abour an
c\cnt of tle pasr rsolarcd from orhcrs
rhough rnrerconrec Lcd

l0 Thc e\ccrpt of rhe rrr", pro\rdcs
jusuficauon for Pharaoh s drornrng rn Ihc

ll Tbc ru.a, does nor mcnxon rhc namc of
thc sca as rt grvcs Icasl cmphasrs on
'scl1,ng

ll Th. c>.cerpr ofrxia, gr\es rhc rmprcssron
that the pcoplc of PhaEoh scrc dro$rcd
c\ccpt I]m whosc droumng rs drscusscd ,n
thc suah on Jonah THQ nanrics r]rc
c\cnts 1n eprro&c fom Narratrle proserc
n rE form q rth shoi rh)rhmc.l rmagcs

13 Blcnd ofbothpococ and prosarc
14 All the thrce tunctrons of communrcaoon

lnrtril\-.re.
I Tbc rarnror m Lbe lfurrat 

'cr.e< 
,eem ro bc ]

an cand) belDe. amotre rhe Isr:cl,te I: Thc nerr.tor lc.cbe\ hrs tc ou-bc,ng. rn I

ordcr Io \el thcu hope Ln God. maLc rncm ]

rcmembcr br( grert $orLs and ro motrv.r. I
(hcm not to be hkc theu stubbom ance,rors I3 E\prcssrvc and conalrvc runctrons of l

conrnunrcat,oo 2s ge vcrscs arc .pc.Ier 
I

.nd addrc.ers mrcrcd I4 Thc ,udrcncc of Lbe psalm sccm ro bc
unau'are of ubat r.hcy arc bclr,g rold b\ fie
nrurzlor 

I

Prrong of th. SGr: 
I5 The nerretor emplo\, rlurd-pc^on-pronoun

hc rr psrlm -8 & relau\e-proooun qho
h pqlm llo for God I}). Mrraror rs 

Iconcc.led 
I6 No slufr rn relDs ofproDoun\ rn Lbc

e\( erpr. of p.alm. 
]_ Thc.\'cnr rs mrratcd In past-rndcfirurc- 
|

rcnsc,n chronoloprcal mann" 
I8 Th..rccrp6 ofpralm -8 atrd p.atm Bo i

docs nor cngrgc Lhe readcr lr<cncr rn rhc 
I

. :'j;:,**.***.*,,,*,.** 
]

$ho lh functrons to comcct rlrc 'cncs I

!t rtb fie lc\r of rhc psalm

l0 Thc e\ccrpLs ofl}le pvrrs do oor proude I

, ;i;:;:t:::._1,:::::": I

rhc nen,r. or ftc sca rn ulrch Phar."h $as Id,^uncd 
Il: Ihe c\ccrpr ^f th. p.al,'n \eem ro rr\c

dcra,l. m enurery I descnbcs the I

droqn,ns ot ph ;b aad b. amr" rn rhe IR'd's'21
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13 Narnn!c ofpsalms rs rn poctrc form
14Only'cogDrtrve (messagc,ccDrcred)

functoII of coEmuntcatton
Spltting ofRock

15 Thc cxcerpl oftbc psalm n.rntes the c\cnl
m pasr mdcfiftt. fom

I6 No rolc ofProphcr Moscs as an rnier-

17 Grlcs the mpressron fi2r cod stluck thc

l8 No mcnnoDlng ofdcmandmg ihc satcr by
drc Isnchrcs

19 No mcnuonDg ofrhc nunbcr ofclaDs and
spnngs rarh--r rh6e qerc strceEs rhat
flow.d llkc nvcrs

l0 No dralogrc elcmcnts ln rhc cxcerpl

ll Thc nana1or ls conccelcd
l: Cognurvc filllcnon of cornmumcalron

orv
ll No shrft mpronouns

24 Grvcs the mprcssron ,s rf Gc rock $as
struck by God Hrmsclf

15 Po€nc llt naturc
Dcm.Dd ofFood.

:6 Thet brcad and mcal wcrc dcmendcd b)
kr2chrcs after (bc clcnr of guslDg our of

17 Thc dcmmd wa.c mzdc thc Israelucs
drccd]

18 Thar drcr dcmand qas tulfillcd b) God
Almrght

:9 \'crscs 19 & l0 ,re m fie form ofonc-
srdcd dnloguc on thc pan oflsrachrcs

30 Dcscnptron of thc e\cnls of srlcr and
'brcad and mcat rll chronologrcal ordcr

ll Nrrntor ls coDccalcd
3l E\pr.ssr\c funcuonofcommuDrcat)on

only
i3 No slufi m ponoun(

34 Pocrc folm
35 The psalm as a whole dcscnbcs thc evcn6

m chronologrcal ordcr onc after other

lc'c\prcssr!e'conan\c .nd'cognltlvc
Sphtutrg ofRock:

15 T}c Quranrc c\ccrpt bcgrns !rrrh thc
markcr 'rcmcmbcr an ,mp.rrnvc form

l6 \ 1\'rd conc.pt ofProphct-hood as \{oses 1s

an acl^c characr.T- mrrzcles are sho\\n
Srough thc Prophcr

I 7 T}lc s!ra, narrarcs &c rock u a\ struck b\
Moscs $llh God s command

18 Watcr s2s dcmandcd bt Moscs for brs
peoplc r c rhc Ch dren ofl\rael

19 Mcnnonln-e of $rehe clans of Israehtcs
Thcrc qcrc r$ehe spnngs each for a clan
Eac) group knc$ rrs dru lng plrce

l0 Tbc cl(ccrpr rs In the fonn of onc-srded
dnlogae

l1 Tle nerntor rs \r\rdly prcscnt
12 All the rhrcc tunctroos of comrnunrcanon

c\prcssr!c conahlc and cognrtrvc
l3 Shrft rn pronoun. ,n/o/ a drsrrncnlc

11 That rock \ rs srrucl b) I,loscs on Allah s

l5 Blcnd ofbolh. poctrc md pros:rc
Dcmand olFood

16 No mcntronrng of manna and srhra bcmg
dcmandcd by Isncl,tcs nrhcr they
dcmandcd canh s producc

2r Ttc dcrnznd of crrth s producc \r'as m.dc
drough an rnrcrmcdrarol Prophct Ntoscs

18 That thetr dcmand ras rclecrcd by Propher
Moscs

:s Thcrc rs rwo-id.d draloguc bctrre€n ihc
Pcoplc oflsEcl md Prophet Moscr

l0 D€scnpDon of c\'.n6 docs nor scem ro bc
chronologtcal order

3l NarElor (God ) o! crtly prcscnr m vclsc 57
3l Emplo\mcnl of rll fte three tunctroDs of

communrcatlon
33 Shft Fon fiFt p€rson plural ro thlrd

pclson srngular
34 Blcnd ofbo6 pocuc ,nd pros:rc
3i The sunh dcscnbcs rlc cienl\

mdcpcrdcntly rn cprsodrc form. as rr
gencrellv cmplols rhc \l!ord 'ua rdth
befor! bcgmmng dffcrerr c\cnts and n
15ole1cs orc cvcm Fom thc orhcr
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4.4 Implicit Inter-terts

Neuwrth (2008) opmes thatsual, Abraham descnbcs fiurt-beanng tree as an rmage of

Just and that lt remmlscenccs the Book of Psalms She also regards JUra, al-Rahman u

re-readrng ofpsalm 136 How far the Jxra,hs pomted out by Neuq lrth reflects TBp. ulll

be dtscussed 1n thrs sectton of the chapter ln thrs connectron surah lbrahm (elr'an

14 24-27) arrd, surah al-Rahman (Qur'an 55) are compared rrlth psalm 1 and psalm 136

respcctl\'ely. ulth lhe arm to ln\estlgate how far the selectcd surahs are related ln terms of

rntertexfuahty as well as mamtaln the[ ongtnallty and unlqueness

4.4.1 Ps.lE I (complctc) 1's. Surah Ibrehim (Qur'eu l4:24-27)

Teblc 3:

psrlm I
Th. tno $eys

qhodonorfollof, rhcaduc.of ihcurckcd
or r2l. rh. path th.l $nnc6 nad

or sr,n thc sr ol s@ffc
I bu' Lh.,rdclrthr r\,n $c la$ ofthc LORD,

ad on hr 1awth.) mcdnaG da\ od nrghr

plmr.d b, sn.ams ofward.
shrch ircld th Farr ,n rE saro!

od th lqtcs do nor urfin
1n all th.l thc! do rh.\ prospd
4 Thc Nclcd &enor so.

but 2rc l cchaff rhat lhc u,nd da\.s eq.!
5 Tld.fo,. rhc $r.l.d urll nor .Lnd ,n ih( JUdCmmL.

.o. snnrs rn rh.conSrcBaron oirhc nghr@us
6 for rhc LORD u.tch6 or.r rbc u.! ofd. nghtous

bur rh. say ofr}. trrckcd \rll p.nsh

Surrh Abr.hrm (Qur'2n 14.21-7)

21 [Prophcr]. do )rou nor scc hoq Cod malcs comprson\l
A good word rs l,Lc. good trec whos..@r rs tim and
qhos. brrchcs r. hrgh n $c \k! l5 qcld,nt con\Lrnr
trun b) rLs Lord s l \F God m.l6 slch omprisons ior
p.orl. so thn rh.y D.r rcflccr-:6 bur a cul uord ,s llc
. ro fr tr c uprool.d Eom rhc \urfac. ofrh. canh. srlh
no poqcr to cndurc 27 God s,ll grvc fimncs ro rhosc
who bcl,.!. m thc 6mh r@rcd uord a borh ,n Lhrs sorld
ad tlc Haqhd but th. culdocr Hc la\c< ro sE.l God
dcs \halc\d H. qrll

Jl {4, r -U d-r i+;J-l ilr i-.E )l- 4r -F -r]si Jl
|.rJ rell Ji..), 

^!r --4 r r+J ,u * 5 \lsr Jj i -.LJr
J - _-J) jr / i-:-'i:- irX t- Lts j- r --JA
tt,-)'r J r-r't! j!)-t)- r)nrt-)i!r

-.+-r J.+Jr-ElLr 
-

The above grven scemrngly parallel excdpts share certaln lexlcal untts such as tree(s)",

'frurt \\'lcked eYtldoers" etc Both the cxcerpts are tn paraboltc form and that the

drscoutses are blend ofpresent and stmplc future tenses. thus at surface level seem to be
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slmllar ln naturc But. tf they are to be Judged at deeper le\el. there are stnkrng

drfferences behveen tlem m terms offom and futrchon

The exce4)t of the psalm begms $lth an assenl\ e sentencc _Happy are those sho

do not follow thc aduce of the wlcked ' The Qur'anrc e\cerpt- on the other hand. sets

forth \tr1th an rnterogahve rerse [Prophct] do you not see how God makes

compansonse-' Thus. the slntay ofthe dlscourses. at the outset. 1s drfferent ftom each

other In tems of functlon. the excerpts Aom the psalm seems to gl1,e cmphasrs on those

r,\'ho are not "wrcked Such people are nghteous and they are resembled \rlth fiuilful-

tees On the other hand. God s questontng to the Prophet or audlences ttr the Qur'anlc

exc€rpt, utrdoubtedly rs not for the sakc of geftDg tnformahon. rather seems to seek the

attentlon ofthe reader,4ttener and 'to af6rm them In thcrr farth" (G\af'nne, 2006. p 83)

The employment of a drscouse marker "j al l' (do you not scc,) rs a drstrnctrle

feature used elsewhqe by THQ The excerpt of the -rur4, then rescmbles "good wod

\\tth'good tlee'and 'evll $ord \qth a roften tree' rn a parabolrc form the way the

psalm resembles nghteous people ulth Ault-beanng trees and the \rrcked people urth the

chafl

Ifabove grven parablcs bc dlscusscd rn tcms ofanalog). the psalm seems to dmw

up an analogy that lf the nghteous are to ftees u1th scasonal fiurt and evergreen leares

planted by the streams of water then the wrcked are to chaff In other uords. there rs a

dlrect relatonshlp between [thc nghteous and the trees endued-q1th-cenaln-quallttes] and

between [the wrcked and the chaff] But the analog] cstabLshed 1n the sal?, ls that 1f

good uord rs to deeply-rooted-tree u'rth htgh boughs and constant beanng frLlt. s'hrch m
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turn perhaps rs to beheYers tlen errl uord ls to uprooted-rotten-fee \rhrch m tum ls

probably to evrldoers The psalm resemblcs the nghteous u'rth the frultful-trees and the

wrcked wrth the chaff But the Qur'arlc drscouse resembles good uord" *'rth "deeply

rcoted tree" and eul$ord'qtth uprooted roften-tree'that seem to refer to the belle\ ers

and non-belrevers, rcspectrvely Thus. the tmages (tree. chafi nghtcous and \atcked)

drscussed rn the brbhcal drscourse are drffermt from the rmagcs (good uord. e.rrl word.

deeply-rooted-hee a.nd uprooted-rotten-ftee) menttonei m the dtscouse ofthe Qur'an

The psalm regards fiultful and evergreen trce as 'nghteous" and chaff as

"qlcked'thus rn otler uords. makes a companson betueen [frultful-hee rersus chafl]

and lnghtcous-people Tersus wrcked-pcoplc] The Qur'an. on the other hand, vtews

"good-word as 'deeply-rooted-tee'- and "cvrl-word' as 'uprooted-rotten-hee ' thus

Ealies a compansol bct$cen [good-word vcrsus errl-word] and [decply-rooted-tee

versus uprooted-rotten-fee] The Qur'anrc companson 1s between thmgs of the same

class But -Chaff dlscussed rn the psalm. on the other hand. by no means be regarded a

tre€ ofany sort to be compared u'lth liurtful-trees u'lth cvergreen leaYes

The cxcerpt of th€ psalm descnbes that the nghtcous arord the path of wrcked

ratier follou ard medlate on thc lar* ofthc Lord lt seems to g]\e lmportance to the lau

of the Lord ln comotatl\e manner but essentrall), seems to emphatlcally descflbe the

nghteous wrth more momcDtous status The surah. oo the other hard. pnontfes the

"good word *'hrch ts'-Kaltmah larl rbalr (Shafi.nd.p 26J) The drscourse ofTHQ

thus accentuates the basrc beLef, Oneness of God It seems to express lhat deeper the

roots ofthe belefare. the stronger the behevcrs u'rll be There rs no possrbrlrty ofshakmg

them out rf therr behefrs deeply-rooted Furthermore. rn addrtron to therr rmpregnab rty.
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they wlll be hke a tree 'r,rth hrgh boughs and constant beanng frutt Contrary to tlts. rf

they have a \I eaker behef, they urll be ltke uprootd rotten tree. thus lt \ ,111 be easrer for

them to be shalcn by the clrcumstances

There ls another stnkhg drfference ln the conlents of Blbhcal slmtlltude and the

Qur'amc srmllrtude The psalm descnbes that such trees grre seasonal frurts and that they

hare evergreen leaves The psalm seems to grve more emphasrs on the extemal and

vrslble parts of the trees rn \r'hlch precedencc ls ellen to fiult o\ er the lea\ es The tecs of

the psalm are watered fiom the stream on the bank ofuhrch they are planted The,,r'ater

of tle stream rs the mam source ofprcducrng seasoDol Furt and evergrecn leaves on the

tree The q,ater of the stream rn the psalm seems to bc the law of the Lord- makrng

people nghteous The phrase "frult m 1ts season' seems qulte nafural as e\.ery tree

produces fiulls ln rts season But lt portrays the avarlabrlrty of frults for a llmlted span of

trme as 1lell The Qur'amc parable. on the other hand. grles mole emphasrs oD the toots"

and firmly rooted word r e Kahma Talltbah lt gr\es cmphasrs on 0re hrdden part of

the tree (roots - foundahoo) followed by tle vrsrble parts r e hrgh boughs and constant-

frults $'hrch lndlcate unr\ersahty and everlastmg garns rendered by deeply-rooted-tree

based on strong foutrd alj,on \Kabma-74) lbah ) descnbed b1 the srrroi

Tle trees of the psalm seem drffercnt fiom the ttee of the surah rf to be Judged rn

Lteral meanrngs Thc Brbhcal ftees seem to requrre ample uater But the Qur amc rree

does not seem to requre so great a quantlty of u ater The exegetes ofthe Qur'an are of

the lreu that the deeply rooted tree urth hrgh boughs and constant-beanng-Iiurt urth

Allah s llrll rs a date-palm (Shafi. nd. p 260) Because rt generally groB s 1n desert

where the amount of II ater rs usually Yery low. that the boughs of a date-tree are hlgh,
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and that rts frurts can be stored and used throughout the year 1 e constantly Furthermore.

lear es of the date-palms aJe hkc boughs On the other haDd. the trees drscussed rn fte

psalrn by no means seem to bc date-palms for the features rendered by the psalm do not

corespond ulth the charactenstrcs ofthe trcc drscusscd by THQ

Thcre ls another stflkrng drffercnce bet*een tbe brblrcal and the Qur'aflc

drscourscs The psalm pro\ldes no mentronable reason for drarung such a companson or

slmllltude But the sara,4 provrdes lushficahon for maklng use of paiable or srm rtude

T1\e surah categoncally metrhons that there rs a well-defined purpose of maklng such a

compaflson Perhaps the baslc functron of thrs companson rs to malie the people thmk

and exa.rnrne horl' deeply-rooted therr behefs are and hou far they are benefictal for other

human berngs

Ncuu'rth (2008) portrays "liurt-beanng-tree' as an rmage of Jusr ln lhe Qur'an

and resembles rt qltl the Psalms But the fact remarns rhat the Qur'anlc parable gr,es

more emphasrs oo the roots' nstead of 'frutts' of the tree ln the drscourse of the

Qur'an. the $ord roots preccdcs "hrgh-bougls and constant-fiurts 
- Thus. -deeply-

rooted-tree as a whole, seems to be an mage of staunch-behever rnstead ofaa 'tmage of

Just ' suggcsted b1' Neuwlrth The srl4, drscusses all the three essenhal parts of a tree.

sethng out \uth the "roots _ 
belng the most neccssary part for no tree can stand ulthout lt.

movmg foru'ard to lts hrgh-boughs for a trcc mlglt be useful b1 many *a1s Lke glrng

shade etc e\en rflt does Dot bear frurts. and then dtscusses lts constant-fiurts whrch are

onl1 possrble to be gotten *hen the tree *rll firml1 be rooted The parablc seems to

portray that a fundamental belever ls strongly rooted rn terms of bchef and that he ls a

blessrng for others lrke the hlgh boughs and constant liurt of a tree
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The concludrng lerses I e 5 and 6 ofthe psalm seem to Judge and drshngutsh the

nghteous atrd the wtcked on the basrs of therr deeds The psalm dcscnbes that they har e

no concem wlth each other. that God hale an eye only on the *ay ofthe nghteous people

atrd that u rcked * t ll be penshed by H il The surdh hke the psalm rn r erse 27 descnbes

the beltevers and the errldoers bitt ln more utensrve theologtcal percpectve It

categoncally mentrons that fimness rs gr\en to those \tho firmly beLeve rn the -deeply.

rooted-Bord" r e (,jrl Il .ll )) and theu firmness rs prouded ond rntensrfied by Allah

Almrghty, whrle tle others \rho do not beheve are let astra) b! Hrs q'rll

The psalm as a .r,hole rendem a m.ssage that the nghreous let themseh es asrde

fiom the wrcked Tley are conltnuously u'atered from the strcarn of the -.lau' of thc

Lord". thus remam fiesh Lkc evergreen leavcs. they are belpful to others llke seasonal

frurt of the trees The utcked. on the other hand. \r'rll completel) be rurned lfte chaff

dnven away by wmd The psalm seems to grve emphasts entrely on the nghteous people

The surah. on the other hand. seems to cxhlblt neml) the same message but altogether

drfferently and u a more parhculanzed and rntensrfied theologrcal terms lt seems to glYe

all emphasrs on the basrc behef. the fust prllar of Islam. '.!l )r 4l )'

Conftarv to the psaln uhrch rre'ws the nghteous as fiultful-trees. the.s rz, yrews

stong beLef 1rl thc Oneness of God as dceply rooted tree wrth elevated branches and

constant fiutt It gves the tmpressron. rn a connotatl\'e mimner, that otre u'ho has sfoong

belref ln the Oneness of God.lKalmah Touheetrl wrll be protected from gotng astay on

account ofbemg deef,ly-rooted. u rllbe secure fiom dlrt and dust bemg eleiated and$rll

always be beneficral for others ltke a tree (date-palm) the liu1t of whrch can be used rn

e\ ery season On thc other hand. the ' eyll word_' as agalnst to thc good u ord 
_ 

ls l*c
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uprooted-rofteo-trce. easy to shake The saralr grres the rmpressron that non-beltevers are

weak enough to be shaken by the crcumstances The sural descnbes that rt rs God.

howevo. Wlo prorrdes firmness to those \rho belle\e rn the firmly-rooted-tree ( )l iJl )
,!l) and that He lea\ es the non-beltelers to srrav here ..ln thrs u,orld and ln the Hereaftcr 

.

In tcms of geme. the psalm ls m poehc form \rhrle the .surdl, rs a blend ofboth

prose aod verse T1le surai prolects short rhltllmlc tmages *Lls . .i+5' . -itF-:s'. --..+-

and'i-K', G*... *iJr-r<-. '4+- , thr.rs ts a blend of both prose and lerse Furthennore.

the drscourse of tlre psalm does not scem to bear dlalo€xcal elements The eur antc

drscoursc, on the other hand, dtrectly addrcsses the reader,hstener The e\cerpt of the

rrrdl, rs rn the form of one-srded dralogue The narrator (God) of the sura,fi rs rrrrdly

present and seems to address the Prophet betng the addressee ofthe revelahon Moreot,er.

the loosc sfucfure of the exccrpt glves thc tmpresslon that the narator addrcsses anv

rcader4lstend who comes ac-ross rt Thc verses seem to engage the reader/llstener rn

dlscr.rssron by drectly addressrng them

The Brbhcal slmllltude employs thc lmaees 'thc nghteous-. ..hees' . .the rvrcked

rn plural countable nouls and the "chaff bemg uncountable ooun tn smgular fomr But

the Qur-anrc srmllltude. on the other hand. makes use of all rhe rmages -..good sord'.

"good tee", 'ev word and "rotten taee'. tn slngular countable nouns each one ofrl,hlch

represents lts oq'Il pecuhar class Furthemore, thls slngulant) on the pafl of eur'anrc

dlscourse. connotatl\'ely refers to cmphaslse thc Oneness ofGod

In terms of the functlons of communlcatro[ lt seems that the dlscourse of the

psalm ls cognlhve message-ccntred The Qur'aruc drscourse on the other hand. ts rn
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conahve and cogmhre mode Tle speaker (God) addresscs the prophct *rth second

person pronoun "you' m the first clause ofverce. ..do you not see . 
and theD refers to

Hrmself rn verse 25, "God makes such companson for people .. _ a cognlttve form of

communlcatton (message-centred) Thus. the eur'amc dlscourse rs rn the form of

conatr\ e as well as cognltl\e funchon of coftmunlcahon The clauses of r erse 27 God

wlll grve firmness He lea\ es to sbay God does whatever . etc are m comltl1.e form

In a nutshell. ihe dtscourses. tlough at surface level seerns to render nearly the

same message. but qutte ln radrcally dlshnctr\.e manner The sublect matter zoomed ln b),

the drscourses ts enhrcly dlfferent as the psalm focuses on thc t*,o wa;,s _ ofnghteous and

the wrcked whrle tle verses of the surah essettlall) concentrates on thc bastc creed ,

Oneness of6od Srmrlantrcs and drfferences ln a capsule form can be \1ewed as under

Thc Book ofPs.lm (Ps.lm l:l Thc Holy Qur'an (Q v, zo, t4',i4-2:,\

I Lc\rcalunlts rrccs , iurt thc $rckcd
are cornmotr

I Thc cxcerpl ofdc psalm rs pandl]
pa,2bolc D form

3 Blcnd ofpres"nr and snpte tunrrc tcnscs

Drffcr.rc.s
I Thc e\cerpt of rhe p\eln bcgDs x'lth

asscrn\! clausc
: Thc frmcuon of asscnrlc clausc sccms rc

rform fie rcrdcrlsrcncr abour rhc sccrcr
ofhappmess

3 No usc ofdrscoursc mzrter

Thc psah drscusscs rhc n-qhrcotls,
'frurrful-trccs. 'rhe w,ckcd and ,cbaff
drff.rctrt ftorn fic rmag6 drscEscd blr rhc

Malcs compaflson bcrw€cr frurtful-ncc
vs chafF rnd'flghtcous \s \\rck.d

Thc psalE sccms to emphasu. on rh.
nghkous pcoplc
Blblcal smrlrtudc drscusscs thc \ rsrble
pans ofrccs lcales and fruns on\

I Lcucal untu rcc liurl rldoers ar.

I The sclccred \crscs of thc sumi r. h
par.bolc forra

3 Blcnd ofprcsent and tutur€ renscs

DiILr.nccs
I Thc e\ccrpt of thc sureh sets fonh wldr

tnterrogatr\c clausc
I The tuncuon oflnrcrrogau\c clause rs not

to get tnfomatron rather lo scck anennon
of ihe ftadcrl$rcncr and afii.m ther farfi

3 Mrlcs usc ofdrscousc markcr .-r J r-

(Do you not scc)
I Drscusscs lhc rmagcs of ,good-\ 

ord
'dccpl1.rp61.6-o.. .! rl-$ord and
'uproorcd-ronen-rrcc

5 Makcs conpanson bcr$ccn gooduord\s
e\rlrvord and dccpl) -roolcd-trce \s
uproolcd,roftcD rrcc

6 The sur.h cnphlsrzcs on thc good-!\ord
(,(/ru, Ion drd,) 'Oncncss ofcod, 
Qur anrc slmrhrudc dfcusscs a thc rtrcc
cssctrtlal pans ota rrcc ,roots 

br.nchcs
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Thc psalm grvcs cmpha$s on thc frurrs
Thc kccs ln !h€ psalm producc .casonal-
fruu thus drtrcrs &om fial offic irra,
Th€ trccs ofl}l€ psalE m hrcral meanrg,
sccm ro necd amplc \r?rcr
Thc psalm docs nol grveJusrrficalron for
dr:}lllg such companson
frurt-bcanng-ncc rs an rm2gc oflus( m

th. pselm
Thc psalrn rs rn poctrc form
Thc narrator N unlnoqn
Thc cxcerpt of $c ps:lm docs not cngagc
thc rc:dcrlsrcncr lrl &scussroD 1s rr do.s
not drrectl) addrcsscs rhcm
Thc magcs of rhc psaln thc nghlcous ,
lr.cs. 'thc wrckcd rnd ch.ff are ln rhc

form of counlrblc plunl nouls c\c+r rhc
last one sbrch $ en uncounrabte srngdar
Thc drscours. of rhc pselm rs rn
'cognrtnc form of cofinumcauon :Ls 1i ts

Thc sr.c,i grvcs cmphasrs on rhc roots
Tlc Qur_anrc trcc produccs conslant f,.uns.
I}lus rs drffcrcnl from rhrt ofGc psrtm
The rc€ of rbc surah secms rc bc datc
palm. thus nccds lcast a qumrN of\ralcr
T}e Qur mrc drscousc. as usual, pro\rdcs
lustrficalron for thc companson
'dc.pl)-roolcd-rrcc rs an rmagc of
shunch-bclc\cr rn rhc s!/al1
Thc surah rs blcnd ofprosc & rersc

Th€ narrator (Allah) ls houn
The Qur anrc drscourse. on rhe othcr hand
rs m the form of onc,srdcd dralosue rhrl\
€ngagcs thc r..dcr hsrcncr ro pay hced
fic rmagcs drscusscd b) rhc exr an rrc
rll rn the form oI vngllar counlable nouns
'good-qord'dccpl),rooLcd-trcc- e\rt,
q ord and uproorcd-ronen-ncc
TI. Qur anrc drscoursc rs r,1 conanve and
'cognrtrvc form for rr rs ad&essees-
ccnlcred as wcll es messagc-ccnrer.d'

l1

I]

I3
14
15

t6

11

4.4.2 PsrlE 136 \'s S,rra, Al-Rahmen [Thc Lord of Mcrcl]

Texts of thc selectcd exce-rpts r e psalm I 36 and of the .rarzi are sl\ cn ln appendtx 4

T.blc 4:

Psalm 136 (complctc) Suroh ol-Rahman (Qur'rn 55 - complctc)

Surah al-Rahman hes been one oftle most appeahng sectrons of THe u.hrch has drau,n

afteotron of scholars of both non-Mushms and Muslhs such as Wansbrough (2004).

NeuB lrth (1008). Abdel-Haleem (2001) etc for comparatr\ e analysrs lrrrh psalm 1.36

ftom the pqspectrve oftnter-textual rclahonshlp One ofthe malor reasons for therrbemg
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attracted to the scholars rs the recumng usage of a refiarn employcd by both the tcxts,

though, consldeBbly drfferent rn terms ofmost ofthe leucal untts. form and functron

Wansbrough (2004) rs of the rrew that the eur'amc l,erse ...t,g L.n1 ,.Jl .rl,s. rs

srm ar to the \'else 'for hls steadfast love endures forever.. ofthe psalrn. and structurall)

produccs the effect of a htany Neuuuth (200g) vlews the rura, as to re_fashron psalm

136 She uews that the llterary shape. structure and futrctron of the suruh are closely

related wtth that ofthe psalm She conslders the surah as re_readrng ofthc psalm Abdel_

Abdel-Haleem (2001) hrghhghts a number of drfferences rn thelr drscourses and negates

rmrtahon of the psalm on the part of thc .rura, I,, addtf,on to ther vlews whlch ha\e

bnefly been drscussed here. d.tarlcd textuar analysrs of the serected texts has been

undertaken rn thrs sectron ofthe study

Wtrether the refialn employed by THe produces the effect of a lttanv. clarmed b1

Wansbrough (2004), can hardly be acknolvledged The term htanv rs ..a krnd ofprayer

consrstlng ofa long sequence ofchanted suppLcatro and responscs..(Baldrck. 1001_ p

l40) In the hght of thts definltlon, the refram of the surah by no mears rs a htany for

THQ rs never read rn a leaderhesponse form Raiher, uhen THe ls loudly reclted,

whether ln prayer or othcrwlse. all others are supposed to llsten tt \\,lth sllence and

attentlon (Abde1-Haleem. 2001)

At surface lcvel the texts seem to commence rn the Lkeurse manner as Neuqrrth

(2008) uews veNes 1--1 of tie psalm srmrlar to rerse I of the surah Bnt at deep le\el

there rs stnkrng drffeteDce rtr the $,ay the texts set forth Tle psalm beglns lrlth vocatl\e

paircle O'whlch rssues command to the reader,llstener. partlcularlv. to the Israehtes tn
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terms of context of the text The form of cornmunlcahon employcd by the psalm ls

addressees-cetrtercd But the J&rar, on thc other hand, begrns rl'tth one of the attnbutes of

Allah r e "-r--ll' (The Inrd ofMercy) The mode ofcommuntcafion ofthe.rrrar. at the

outset. ls thus cognltl',e m lts nature \l'blch ls message-ccntered

Verses 5 and 6 of the psalm apparently seem to be an lnter-te\t m veEes 7 and 10

of lhe surah as suggested by Neuworth (2008). for both the telts drscuss heavens and the

earth But the fact remarns that there ls drfference rn the cotrte\t and functlon of the

rmages cmployed Thc psalm descnbes God s gteat wonders. the grcatcst of \l,htch rs the

creatron of the heavcns and eanh The purpose of dcscnptlon seetus to peGuade the

reader4rstener for thanlisgr\bgs T\e surah- on the other hald. descnbes bounttes and

boons rendered by Almt€hty Allah. thus lnstead of creahon ofthe objects. delmeates the

functrons thar thcy perform The sura, does not bnng hea\ en and eanh rn adlacent verses

as ln the psalm rather drscusses heaven rn versc 7 and the earth m vclse l 0 It lncorporates

another element .rlrJl a-J'(thc placrng of scale) Muslm e\egdes.!re* tlat the

descnptlon of hear,en and earth ls followcd by mentlonmg and enjommg the coEect

appLcatron of"scale Ths gr!q5 thq lmpls5slon that the foremost purpose of the creatron

of heaven ald earth was to estabhsh Justlcc, peace and hamon)" that the .s,rzi has

descnbed here (Shafi. n d. 259)

Ncuwlrth (2008) opmes that \ erses 7-9 of the psalm correspond wlth lerses 5 and

6 of the surah As a matter of fact. the dlscourses emplo\ same lexlcal unlts the sun aIId

the moon but seem to render drfferent functlons The Btbllcal drscoursc descnbes God s

wonders the creahon of thrce celesttal bodres the sun. mootr and the stars thal pro\'lde

h!fit The Qur'anlc drscourse. on the other hand. descrrbes Allah's bountles Tlrc ,r/d,
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dcscnbes a parr ofcelestral bodres "-rJ!" (the sun) and -.J.jill- (the moon) and then a parr

of carthly bodres a-'(stcm-less plants) and ;ts;" (trees qrth stem) ln a drfferent

pcrspechve It descnbcs the sun and tle moon bound b) a fi\ed calculatron It refers to

thelr obedlcnce to God ln terms ofmotton tn thelr respectr\ e orbtts perfectly ln successton

on uhrch the ent:rc systcm ofthe \\'orld seems to dcpend Thus the functton ofthe rmages

descnbed rn tle surai rs drfferent fiom that of the psalrn that sees tle same lmagcs from

anothcr perspectrvc

Thcrc rs another strkrng drfference rn the rmages of hea\ cn. canh. sun. moon and

stars/plants dcscnbed b) both the tclts Thc psalm accounts tlese tmages rn chronologlcal

order and seems to lmltalc the story ofcreahon narated ln Gcnesls tlat commences \rlth

Cod's crealron ofhea\ens and canh mo\'lng fonr ard. ln addttton to others. to the creatton

of three Lghts sun. moon and stars But the Qur anrc dcscnptron of the rmaqes rs not

chronologrcal rn lts naturc lt descnbes the rmages as bounhcs on the basls of thetr

functrons that tle) pcrform rn obcdtencc to God. rrrespcch\e to thelrhlstoncal creatton

The descnptron ofevcnts rn the psalm. purell rn the form of chronolog;. begrns

nght from rerse l0 and ends on ve6e 22 It narrates God s urath,/srgns rn Egl'pt b1

krlhng the frstbom ofthe Eg)?bans ard God's rronders b) bnngtng lsraehtes our fiom

Eg1pt. monng forward to tle splrtttng of Rcd Sca- lcthng tlc pcople of Israel pass

through rt and drou'nrng Pharaoh and hrs army The psalm tlen accounts the annrhrlauon

of pou'erfuJ krngs - Srhon and Og ofAmontes and Bashan. respcch\ cl) and bestoutng

tlc Israclltes ulth the land oftherr opponents as herrrage It descflbes God s remembenng

Israclltes dunng thelr tnvralrt) and Hts rescutng tlem from thc[ opponents Thus. the
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psalm recounts all these hlstoncal events very arhshcally ulth an altematl\,e use of

refraln. for hts steadlast love endures forever "

Neu\urth (2008) coresponds above mentroned chronologrcal pan of the psalm _

\erses 10-22 that c\press God's acts of aru hrlahon of Israelttes. focs and Hrs steadfast

love for the people ofIsrael wtth verses 3l-45 ofthe slrzlr She rre$s that verses jl--15

ofthe sr,.a, demonstrate threats to the addrcssees followed by a refiarn and that rn I erses

37-45 the posltl\'ely coDnoted srgns (aalaa) ue conrextualzed \itth acts of annrhrlatlon

She opmes that tbe surah replaces the chronologcal sectron of the psalrn lnto

eschatologlcal paJr that dtscusses God's po\\er of resurectton of the dead for tle sake of

coDpletlotr Hrs creatron ln thc Paradlsc She vle\r,s tlat the texts then set apart atrd

converge agam ln the concludrng parts

Ncuurnh's endeavor, rn bnngrng forth relahonshtp between the above menhoned

sectrons. rs apprcclable but there are stnkrng dlfferences betq een thetr dlscourses e\en lf

Qur'anlc \\amlngs to the addressees In the subject part ofthe srr.r,t be consrdered as acts

of annrhrlatlon The chronologrcal part of the psalm begrns u rth relatrr e pronoun .uho-

The clause rs dependetrt and the form of communlcahon ls cogrrtl\ e The trarEtor. hke ln

all verscs of the psalm. rs concealed But .r erse 31, the eschatologlcal sectton of

punrshment of the srrai. begrns urth f_r-' (\\'e shall attend to you) The narrator 1 e

Allah, hcre. rs vMdly prcsent through first penon plural ma;esty The form of

mmmunlcahon ofthe vene rs expressrve. dlfferent from that ofthe psalm

Furthermore, the psalm dcscnbes devastahon of thc foes of Israelttes _ pharaoh.

Srhon and Og. tlre krngs, u'ho by no mcans are the addressees of the psalm The
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annliiated class of the psalm ls not the addressees. rather the r,rchms But the jrr4r. on

the other hand, drectly addresses the ptospectl\'e vrctlms oD whom annthllahon mtght be

rmposed. purelv on thc basts of theu evrl deeds The surai employs a \ ocahYe parttcle

"i-!)l -, uJl -r.i*+". O ' and Nomlnatlve of Address. . genera oflrnns and mankrnd.. u ho

arc beug u amed of purushment but at thc same brcath the\ ma),a\all reu ard tf the\

perforn good deeds For lnstancc. lls soon the tlu.eats-sechon concludes. l,erse 46

proclarms ' .J5- r.J rLi. gts ./ J' (For those who fcar fthe trme \\'hetr they *rll] stand

before therr Lord there are two gardens) Thus the hypothetlcal aonfiilatron ofthe people

rn the folm of wamrngs where posslbrlrty of rcu ard duly exlsts as descnbed by the .!rral,

rs qurte drfferent fiom alrcady occured acts ofann rrlatron rn tle psalm

Neuwrnh (2008) conslders that slrai al-Rahman ts dlfferent fiom all earLer

Qur'aflc lexts fiom a numbcr of aspects One of the ma.;or aspects for Neu*rrth rs.

perhaps. thc emplolanent of a refrarn by the .ur4, The fact remarns that the frequencl, at

whrch the srr,'al, emplols the refrarn rs mtcnsely lxgher It does not mean. ho\revet, that

rhe Qur'ar does not malie use of thrs fearure an1-ghere else The Holl, eur-al makes use

of recumng verses hke "Jl, J -ilro ulS.egr'. qssu15 four trmes rn sarzl al-eamar

(Qur-an. 54 16.18.21.30) and I'erse 'A .'j. .h _,s:! JrJill rrJJ l;l J.. recurs \\,tth the same

fiequency rn the same Jl,/ra, (Qur'an. 54 l':-.22.32.40) In the hkewrse manncr. \,e.se . .!.,

'rd-ll:.. lu'occurs ten tlmes ln chapter 77 (eur'an. j1 15-1g24.2g.34.37..10.45,47..19)

ThlJs sw ah al-Rahma, rs not a sole -s&ra, that excluslvely makes use ofa refrarn

Srncc the ma.;or gtound on account of q.hrch the psalm and the -s&ra, have been

thought hter-textual, ts the emplo\ment of therr respectve rcfiarn. therefore. rt rs

essentral to exclusrtely drscuss ard aaalyse the refrarns here An observable drfference rs
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that the refram ln the psalm beghs qulte at the outset. m second Lne of the \ery first

verse But D the case of the srrar. lr ls mtroduced In \ erse 13 The BtbLcal reftarn rs rn

assertrve folln \r hrlc the refrarn ln the Jurd, ts uteEogatt\ e The refiaD rn the psalm.

'For hls steadfast loves endures forer.er" ts a ktnd of coeorhYe form of commumcatton.

\r,hrch rs message-centred But the Qur'amc refram, .\l,hrch. thcn, of 1,our Lord s

blessrngs do you both denyr" ts conahle \r,hlch ..remlnds the addressee of h:s

subordmahor to and obltgatron tou ards thc speaket.. (Roburson. 2003 p lj1 )

Moreoler. the psalm seems to employ the retaln tn aesthettc terms as tt ls used

altcmatlvely whereas aesthctqsm seoms secondary an element rn the eur.anlc use of

reftarn The \urah does not employ the relialn altemahyely rn ceflarn cases rather afler

two verses The psalm descnbes nearly-connected-wonders of God and the eyents.

essentrally. m three l erses (slx lDcs) each ln a couplet folm But the rcliatn ts used m all

lhe verses altemah\ely The eur arxc use of refratn. on the other hand. rs entrreJl

drfferent Tte sr/rar. mostly atrd essentally. rnakes use of refiam where the descnptlon of

bounhes accompllshes tn double For mslance. the psalm descnbes the creahon of great

Jrghts sun. moon and stars and narrates the cvent ofphar"oh s dro\_\nmg rn tie Red Sea

rn three lcrses of two lmes each B,tth altematt,e use ofrefraln But thc.rrl?r, ln certatn

cases, does not employ the refiatn altemattvcly rather cmploys rt after tu,o lerses such as

verses 14.15. 19,20.26.2'7 and 43.44 Il all these verses the descnphon ofthe bountres ln

dual morcs on ftom one vqse to thc otha follor,r,ed by a refrarD. enhrely contrary to the

pattem employed rn the psalm ln other qord. tf the same subJect-matter m the psalm ls

accounled m three veNes oftwo llnes each. the retarn rs used exactly three hmes But ln

case ofthe szra,i. the refraln rs employed each hme $,th the descnptlon ofa neu sub1ect,
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though, tn certarn verses, rt seems that some parttcular rdea has beeo elaborated tn

follorrrrng lerses wherc the refialn rs duiy used For example. the descnphon of tlo
gardms ln \'erse 46 seerns to have bccn elabomted ln a couple oft,erses wherc the refrau

1s altematl\ ely emplo),ed

Neuwrrth (2008) decrares the concrudrng sectons of the terts as rnter-textuar or

srmrlar to that of the psalm She clarms rhat the te\rs end \\rth the descnphon of God-s

merclfulness she mlght be parhalr) nght. but the fact remarns that the dlscourses dlffer

from each other both rn form and functron The psaln concludes l{lth the relialn u,hlle

the srla, does not The form of communtcatton tn the psalm ls cognlhl,e q,hlle the .!t]/-a/,,

rs rn conatl\e as well as cognltlve form The psalm dcscnbes God.s steadfast ]o1,e \rlde

the srra} concludes wth God's glory. majesty and hoDour

The drscourse of the psarm and that ofthe.!urah dtffer n terms of characters rhe

psalm seems to address very ltmlted group ofpeople the peoplc oflsrael It parhcularh,

names rndrvrduals hke pharaoh. Sthon and Og, u,ho were kmgs and were struck dou,n by

God to glve delt\craDce to the pcople oflsrael Thus thepsalm zooms tn pafllcular setttng

and group ofpeople r e Eg)?t and rts surroundrngs and the Israerrtes \lho are asked to

gxi'e thanks to the Lord and .emember hrs $onde6 But rn case of the suruh. rhe

addressees are not lrmtted to a partlcular locatron or class of socletv The rrra, does not

name any partrcular lndrvrdual or any worldiy locaton. rathet addresses all human bcmgs

1n geneml. and even Jtnn m the first 30 lerses ofthe chapter For exaDple. _He 
sets down

the earth for Hls creatures ln 
'erse 

l0 mcludes aI hvmg tbrngs ln generar rhe bountles

dtscussed rn dte surah "are not onl),for Arabs or Musltms. or cven for manklnd

alone. but uDrversal ' (Abdel-Haleem. 2001 . p lg2)
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Psalm 136 and surah 4LRahman are stnkrngl) drfferent rn structurc Thc psalm

has 26 verses m thc form ofcouplet Tle second hne ofeach couplct rs a refialn for hrs

steadfast lo\ e endurcs fore\ er" Thc fint fiftcen verses of the Psalm scem to be rn fir e

sets. each of three verscs or rn tnplet TIe first three lerses (l-3) consrst of rndependent

clauscs T}le next thJee \erscs (4-6) ofthc tnplet begrns \rrh a relatl\e pronoun "uho-'

whrch connects thc clauscs u'tth the precedlng verses. thus are dependenl rn nafure But

the dcpendent clauscs seem to ha\e been kntrted ln a \'ery artlshc manner. havrng

connectrons wrth tle frrst tlrcc prccedrng r erses as uell as ulth each other \ l$tn thetr

settnplct Vcrscs 7-9 make a tnplet ofthctr oB,n Verse 7. for lnstancc. ls connected qlth

tle first thrcc vcrscs through the use ofrclatrvc pronoun *ho' but ls also connected utth

the first hne of versc 8 and 9 through a sort of enjambment as rhe tdca drscusscd rn the

first hnc of vcrsc 7 mo\ es forward to thc 6rst hnc of \'crse 8 and completes ln the first

hne ofverse 9 For cxample, "who made the great ltghts (\erse 7). "thc sun (o rule o\er

the da) (\'crsc 8). "thc moon ard stars to rulc over the nrght- (\,erse 9). thus seem to have

been connected through thc elemcnt of en1a.mbment. follo*ed br a refrarn for hrs

steadfast lo\e endures forerer'. thc second hne of each couplet Same ts tle case ulth

verses 10.12 (a sct). and then 13-15 (a set) the fiIst lrne of each set tnplct has been

connected through tle usagc of a relattve pronoun 'rlho and connected \\!thln

thcmsehes (tnplet) by cmployng con;unctton l*e and and but-'

The pattem of the rernarntng eleven rerces sccrns drfferent fiom the first fiftccn

ve6es For examplc, rcrse l6 rs connectcd through the use ofrelah\,e pronoun qho lo

the first llnes ofthe first three \eNes but seem rndrrrdual rn terms offormrng a set Verse

17 rs also comcctcd \rrth the first three hnes of tle first thrcc \ erses tlrough relatrrc
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pronoun "who but sccms connected to the first Lncs ofverses 18, 19, 20. 21 alld 22 arrd

thus makes a set of slx \ erses Verscs 22 and 23 make thetl o\\,n set and seem to fo11o\\,

the same pattem Verse 24 partrally seems to form a tnplet ulth verses 22 and 23. though

grves the lmprcsslon as berng rndtr'rdual tn nafure cofilected r,r,lth the first three hnes of

the first three verses thxough relattve pronoun .who.. The concludrng verse rs employed

m thc manner of first three \'erses as lt ls an mdepelden1 clause All Yerscs of the psalm

are rn aisserttve fonn and rtS firnctrOn of mmmuficattoD ls cog,I]tl\c (message_centered)

Contrarl, to Psalm 136. the pattem and strucfute of the .rtr4, seems l'ery comple\

to be determrncd It prLrtranl)' depends upon the number and sounds ofwords m ongmal

Arabtc verses It beglns wrth a noun '.,tajt' . one of the names of God and ls a complete

verse of a srngle word Tle veme rs followed by tweh,e rhymhg verses of drfferent

lenBh Verses (2-4) compnse t\r'o words each m Atabrc. thus form a set as -Jl)ilt aL .

' .1L!)l jL". and -ut!L r..L- Verses 5 and 6 conslst of three Arablc words each . J .r-Jl

.jr.. J.ill' . 'J!\! -Fj]lJ pJlJ" that make a set of two verses Verses 7 and g compnse

four words each. thus make thelr own set

The numbcr of words 1tr terses 9, 10. ll and 12 are 5,3,5,3 rcspectr\,e)1, Thus.

accordlng to the number of words, the verses form a quatram wtth the scheme of abtb

but theu endrng sot[ds are J. ?. 'l .'\.) as ln \ ords . Jl-,l1". -a,q)],.ixyt. and

"..,Lr-!lt whrch makc the rhyme scheme of .bb. Smce .r. and ... both are nasal votccd

resonant sounds and. therefore. all tlc four r erses are consrdered slghtll,rhymed As a

whole. all tle twelve r erses rhymc together follou,ed by the reliarn .-uJlsj L.!., ;!i .rLr..

(wluch. then. of;our Lord s blesstng do 1ou both dcn1.) \^hrch also rhlme urth all the

precedrng verscs Verses (2- I2) of rhe srla, hke rhat of the psalm. mostly and esscntralll,

10s



arc depeDdent but also lncludes Ddependent clauses as 5 and 6 Thus rt rs a blend ofboth

depcndent as $,ell as Ddependent clauses

Vcrses 14 and 15 are rery beautrful)y rhlmed almost rn the mrddie as ueli as at

the end For example, 'll.ills ..jf.-I- .J. JL!)r jL.. and -Jl, J. -JL J. Jul jLt. rhlme

t\r'o trmes lD the mtddlc hke .el-t a16 ,rJL. and then at the end lllie ,tLr- and ._.rL.

followed by the refiarn Verse 17 rhymes xrtl:n ttself through rhlthmrc q,ords .-_,

+!J.!l atld '#'r-ll !J' followed by the refrarn Verses 19 and 20 form ther own set

rh),mng together, '.-D,+ .r->JI C_r.. and ,..x+ ) ;_r-> uer. followed by the retarn Verse

21 rhlmes verse 23, the refrarn. and both hare 4 u,ords Verse 24 consrsts of5 uords and

ends on t' sound. thus shghtly rhyrnes the refraln that ends rn ..r Verses 26 at)d 2j
shghtly rhyme the refrarn through therr cndrng sounds .-r- .a. and .._r.

It ls notcd m tle above. contra4, to tle psalm rn whrch the retarn occurs

alternahvely. that the refrah occurs sometlmes altemahvely and somehrhes affer t\r,o

\eBes as tn the case ofvcrces 14. 15. 19,20 and 26.27 The pnnctpal .eason 1s perhaps.

when a lerse contams a complcte ldea m terms ofbountles h double ln a slngle \e6e. lt

rs followed br a reliam But whcn thc descnphon of the bountles rn dual extelds to t\ro

lerses then the refram ts cmployed after tu,o verses For example. t,erse 26 dlscusses the

monahty of el er)'th,g on thrs earth ard then m ihe forowmg ! e,"e r c 27 descnbes the

rmmortallr)' of Allah Almrghty followed by ihe rcfrarn Verses 29 and 30 concrude thc

filst sectlon ofthe Jura, B.htch ts pnmanly related to thls \r orld

The ne\t sechon of the surah dtscusscs the Dal,ofJudgment and seems drfferent

m stmcturc Aom $e precedrng one Abdel_Haleem (2001) calls lt Eschatology
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Pumshment sechon. Thrs secton compnses fifteen rerses ln uhlch tle reliah ls

smployed essentrally m altematl\,e excepl veNes 43 and .14 followed by a reliarn The

style of thrs secton scems ncarry slmllar to that of the psalm because the refiam m thrs

part of the surch moves on arternatrvely. howe\ er, the sechon ls drfferent ln tems of

subject-matter Futhcmore, confary to the psalm. the nanator (God) rn thls sectlon rs

rrvrdly present m first person plural pronoun ..Wc..

Same rs the case r,llth the last sectron \i,hlch 1s termed as Eschatolog), Re\r,ards

sechon (Abdel-Haleem.200l) Thrs sechon consrsts of33 rerses ln \rhrch the refraln ts

cmployed altematrvel] The JUra, ends wrth glonficahon ofAllah The number ofwords.

except the refraur. vanes from verse to \erce and no parhcular pattem seems to be

constnrcted m terms of the number of words ln the second and thrd sechon Another

crucral drffercnce betwcen the two ts that ofthe ktnd ofsentetrce folm The refian ofthe

Psalm as uell as othcr verses are 1assefir\e form ulDle the eur.aruc refrarn and a verse

r e 60 rs m hterrogahve fom In a nut shell .rtrd, al.Rahman. as a u,hole. cannot be

rcgaded the lnter-text ofthe psa[n tn terms ofstrucfure

Ifpsalm 136 and surah al-Rohman beludged on the le\el of contents. rt may be

observed tlat ths.e rs a constdemble drflerence between the contents of the t\r o fhe

psalm dlscusses God, hls steadfast love. the wonders that He does, the understandtng

through whrch Hc made the hcaven. Hrs out spreadrng thc eafth upon the water and the

,,at,og of h-ehts sun, moon and stars It also throu s rrght on the hrstoncal e\ ents ]rke

God s srgn of urath upon rhe people of E$,pt b1, klhng therr firstbom_ paftrng of sea.

Pharaoh's dro\vntng and the deh.lerance of Israelttes. derastatron of pos,erful kjngs _
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Srhon and Og ard gNtng ther lands to Israelltes as hentagc. God.s remembenng the

Israclltcs when tletr possessrons.r'ere too low etc

Surah al-Rahman. contrary to Psalm 136, lncludes \anous contcnts u,hlch ma),

roughly be dnded tnto three dtffcrent secttons (l)\'erses I-j0. (2) \erses 3l_.1_S. and (3)

\erses 46-78 Sectton I descnbes God s mercrfulness Hls reachlng of thc eur.an.

creatlon ofman. teachrng man hou to communtcate. clrculatton ofthe sun and moon ln

therr respectrr'e orbtts, submtsslon of plants and trecs to God rarsrng up tle sk1, and

scftlng lts balance. lnstnrcttons to ue,gh wtfi Justrce. creatron of Eanh for Hrs creatures

and valrous produces of earth irke frutts, palm tree. graln and fiagrant plants It portra),s

tle creahon ofmankrnd and Jtnn from thetr respeclt\e elements. t\ro dlfferent (seasonal)

nsrngs and seftlngs of tle sun, meetrng of fresh and salt \ratcr but shll to remarn scparare

and comlng out of pcarls from both krnds of uater lt drscusses morrng shrps. htgh

mountalns. sea- penshrng of evcrltilng except AIIah and that everyone whe0ter rn earth

or heavens besceches Hlm

Thc second sechon descnbes the llfc to come. parlrcularly the punlshment that

\\rll be rmposed upon tie dlsbellevers lt ponrays God's challenge to the hugc masses

such as amres of manhnd and Jrnn *ho wrll be potvoless on the Day of Judgmcnt It

deprcts tle splrttrng ofsky and lts drfferenl colors. the day \r,hcn no one \Irll bc allo\\,ed to

speak and the slnncrs \r'tll bc known by'thclr marks. when thel,u,rll bc rhro\+,n mto hell

u'hrch the drsbehcvcrs denlcd Thc contents ofthe thlrd scctton portra) rhe reu,ards to bc

cnloycd by the beherers It portrals the tuo gardens. rts shadrng branches_ flor,rrng

spnngs ln a palr. frults of e\ery klnd tn palrs. couches for beller,ers to srt or. easlh

accesscd frurts fiom tlc gardens. untouched mardens. a parr ofeushlng spnngs etc
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The contents of the tcxts sho\r tlat there rs a hrll of dlfference betu,een the t\4 o

The psalm pnhanly descnbes the e'ents of the past ln thc llfe of Israchtes and. therefore.

ls regarded the psalm of remembraoce. tlough. lt sllghtl), dlscusses God .Ls creator also

Bnl surah alRahman. after drscussmg God.s bountres m thrs world. focuses on the

hereafter $here thc drsbeLevers ,rrll be punrshed forever and the bclevers, accordrng to

therr good deeds wrll be rewardcd rl,rth the blessrngs of Allah Almrghty

Psalm 136 ald sr_zrah al-Rahman arc dtfferent ln tcrm of themes also Tlc central

theme ofthe psalm scems to hlghhght the .u,onders ofGod. berng a creator and dehverer.

\r,hrle the mam theme of the sura,t seems to descnbe the .bountres of God. I-he sara,l

does not descnbc God. mercly a qeatoi but throws Lght on the pupose ofcreahon of the

uDvcrsc The greater part of the Jurai drscusses tle hereafter u,here the people urll be

ludged. punrshed or re*.ardcd on the basrs ofthet deeds rn thrs hfe

Ifthe telts to be ludgcd on the lel,el of mottf - the recumng element or technlque

that develops and shapes a hterary text. rt seems tlat thc),are stnkmgly drfferent The rext

of the psalm seems to ha\e been deleloped tn tnplet As soon the psalm opens. God rs

extolled thre€ tlmes m the fiIst three \.erses A set ofthe first three sentences ts de\eloped

tbrough the use of lndependent clauses Verse 4 descrrbes God.s \\onders. perhaps tn the

form of creahon of hcaYens and earth drscussed m tlre follouurg \crses 5 and 6. thus

makes a set ofthree verses The psalm drscusscs three forms ofhght sun. moon and starc

rn three \ erses t e 7-9

Verses 10-12. a tnplet, descnbes God.s srgn m Egrpt. l:rlhng therr firstboms and

deLvenng Israelltes The psalm drscusses partlng ofRed Sea Israclrtes. passrng through
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the sea and Pharaoh ald hrs Army's drounrng rn thrce vemes 13-15, agarn a tnplet The

psalm then thows ltght upon the enemles of Israelltcs ard names three powerful longs.

Pharaoh. Srhon and Og uho tlianntzed them The psalm cxplrcltly crtes t\r,o dlfferent

locatlons I e Egvpt aJld Red Sea but rmphcttly referc 10 one other locatton. the .promlsed

Land'. grven to Israelltes after passrng lhrough thc urldemess ln thts .\\ ay. the psalm

porhays thrce dlfferent locahons Tlrus thc psalm. as a uhole, seems to have beerl

developed tkoupl the mohf oftnplet

Conkary to fte psalm. the surah. on the other hand. seems to hat,e becn developed

through thc motrf of doublc For e\ample. the srra,/l menuons two celestral bodres

".>Jl' (sun) aod -r"ill' (moon) !n verse 5, ard then t*,o earthly ob1ects .e-.. (plants

wlthout stems) and -iJAll '(rrees/plants uttl stems) m the follo\\rng \ erse ln tlts uay. 1t

descnbes not only ttre oblects (sun. moon, trces and stem-less-plants) rn double. but

rmplqtl) .efers to thc heavcn' and .eartl'through 
the dcscnpt:on ofa parr ofhearenll,

and earthly bodres Sky and '.earth" arc thcn e\phcrtl), menhoncd rn verse 7 and 10

rcspecu\ely as double The surah lmphcrtl\, employs double rn the refram -L.sJ ,)t J..!

.J.Jt- througl the word "1"S.;'. ..the Lord of both of you. \\,hrch rcfcrs to lmn and

mankrnd Tle surah thet expllcltly mcntrons ..JL-)t' (man|rnd) and .JL=ll. 
f1nn) rn

rerse 14 rn the form ofdouble

The mohf of double rs arhstrcally uscd ln verse 17 as ,.rr_-r:.. (two nsmgs or

Easts) and ".!,-)..'(two settlngs or wests) uhlch refers to .tNo exreme pomts \rhere the

srm irses m the Bmter and rhe summer" (Abdel-Haleem. 2001. p 16) Thus the use of

"..r:i>-' and "!rJ-)u" sccms to lmpllcttly refer to two seasons umter and summer also.

because thc locatlon of nstng and settlng of the sun drffers accordrng to thc seasons It
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rmphes as tlere are two nsDgs (Easts) and two settrngs (Wests) Verses 19 and 20

dcscnbes ''.r-p," I e two dlffereot bodres of \\,ater fiesh and salt tlat meet but do not

corncrdeeachother'rJ./lr'llargepearls)an6-rt=rJr"lsmall.bnlllatrtpearls)rn'ersef2

lle used m double Versc 26 descnbes thc mortalltv of everyone olr earth and l,erse 27

states rmmortahty of Allah Almrghq ln thts uat the dlscourse draqs creatures. monalrtr

and Allah's mmortallq m double Verse 29 menrroDs rn double. the healenll,crearures

aod earthly creatures who beseech Allah Almrghty

The punlshrnent sechon r e eschatologlcal - \ eNes j l -45. m the hkeurse manner.

cssentrally seems to havc been de\ eloped through the motrf of double The descnptron of

two huge armres of1lnn and mankmd (verce 31) and the rncapabrhty ofluD and manland

to go beyond the zoDes ofheaven ard earth (vcrse 33) exhrbrt Ihat the motlf of thc Jxra,

ls double 'l"l;'(a flame of fire wrthout smoke) aDd -u-L-'(smoke wtthout flame) llr

ve$e 3-5 account two drffercnt krnds of pumslrment m thc form of double 39 expresses

lrnn and manlond. agatn two spcctes. u ho wrll not be asked about theu slns Verse 41

descnbes that the srrurers urll be recognrzed bt therr marks and be dragged by theu

forelocks and feet - t\ao parts of human body (upper and louer) agam m dual Ve^es 43

and 44 descnbe that thc gurlty wrll more round the flames and scaldmg u ater of thc hell

that exprcsses two dlfferent tlDes ofpunlshments

The last and final part, the eschatologrcal sechon ofreu,ards for the beh*ers also

seems to have been der'cloped rn double Two palrs of gardens (paradrses) a parr for

behevers of htgher stafus and a palr for beltevers of lower status. parr offlo*rnc spnncs.

thc frurts of all kmd rn parrs descnbed rn the surah arc rn the form of double But the

questron anses. what artrshc pupose docs the motlf of doublc fu|fiI, There mrpht be a
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few possrble answers to thts questron but the most surtable one ls perhaps. thc mohf of

double on the pxt of surah arouscs the cxpectatlons of the beher crs on the cancept of

req'ard and punrshmcnt. paradrse and hell so that they ma),perfom good_dceds and ar.ord

bad-deeds Stmrlantres and dlffercnces betu'een the psahl and the surah tn ar abndged

form are grven rn the followrng

Thc Book ofPsrlm (Psrlrlt r36

I Employmcnl ofa rcFan m $c ps?1m
I Dcscnpoon ofcod s passronrrc torc
3 Dcscnprron oflc\rcalumts lkc bcavcns .

'cmh sun end moon
:l Acts ofajlnrhrlerron. rhough, happcncd rn

thc past

D T.r.nc.s.
I Refiarn of thc psalrn rs a lrteDy - pr.ycr

uncrcd loudly rn )cadcrrcsponsc form

I Thc ps.la commcnccs $lrh \o€aulc
panrclc O thus form of communrcaoon
ls conallra

3 Ttc psalrn dcscnbcs God s $onders Hrs
crea0on ofhcarcns and canh In lcrscs 5 &
6

4 The psalm dcscnbcs 'sun, moon and
'sta$ rn vcrse 7,9 as thrce l1ghh crcatcd
b) God

Vcrs€\ 7-9 of the psalm descEb€ rircc
ccl.stial bodrcs sun , moon and srars

Thc psilm sccms ro dcscn-be rhe crcanon
of hcalcn and eanh aDd suD moon ard
sters rn chroDologrcal ordcr rs narrarcd rn
Gcnesrs OT

Thc psaln dcscnbcs ottrcr hrsroncal
c\cnts lkc God s srgs ln E$Ir- drolnrng
of Pharaoh ,rd lxs erm] m Rcd Sca.
dch\cnncc of IsncLrcs b\ God
derzsun6l o6 *o"^, hags uho qcrc
encmr€s of lsraclucs clc
Thc narnrcr ,s conc.alcd trouEtrour rhe
psalm
Thc psalm dcscnbc dc\asrarro, of

\rertul knqs who arc not rhc addrcssccs

Slm rntrcs.
I Employncnt ofrcfrern m fi€ surah
: Dcscnbcs -{lah as drc Lord of mcrcl
3 In addrhoD ro man\ orher I})c s,./ra,4

descnbes thcsc lexrcal unrrs
4 Acts ofanmhrlarron, io bc happcDcd lrl

Drff.r.nccs
I Rcfizm of thc surah rs nor e lrran) for

Qrlr an rs nci.r rccrrcd rn lcadcr response
form

I Thc sur..h bcgms *1lh onc of rhc arhbutes
of Allah al,Ra}man rhus form of
communtcaoon ls cogn(rrc

i Thc suEh dcs.nbc, hcelen end .anh rn
\ erses 7 and l0 grrh drffcrcnr tuncuons
esteblshrnglushce. pczcc and harmon)

4 Tlc surah descnbcs sun and moon ,r
sngle yersc (5) as bound by a fl\ed
calculdon. an lmpon2nt ftncxon of rhc
bounues on shrch our cnure s)s1cm
dcpends

5 Thc (uraii dcscnbls ruo cclcsxal bodrcs -
sun and moon rn \crsc 5 & and thcn

riro earthly bodres -3 (stem-less
plants) and aF' (trees \\'rth stem)
ln velse 6. non-exlsteflt ln the
psalm
Th. Qur anrc dcscnptron of 'sun and
moor m lcrsc 5, of'st.mlcss-planrs aDd
Eccs rv(h stcms m vcrsc 6, of'hcavcn and
carth 1II vcrsc 7 & l 0 rcspccrr vcl) does nor
sccm ro bc m lxsroncal ordcr
Thc sur.h docs nor dcscnbc aD\ pesl evcnt
occurrcd on rhrs globe Rarher rhe surri
dcscnbes l.hc esch ologrcal hfc

The narraror (cod) rs prcsent ln !.rsc 31
fic cschatologrcal sccrron ofpu shmcnr
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of thc hrsroncat .ccnon oidiiilir:ther-
thcy arc rrcums

l0 Thc hrsioncal sccUon offi€ ps.lm rs rn
asscruvc form funcxon of communtcanon
rs cogntrr\ c rn neturc

I I Thc rcfam bcgus qu e er rh. oulsct rn thc
psalm rn rhc \cD firrt \crsc

ll Th€ refnrn of fic psrtm rs Lsseflrtc rn

Thc funcuon ofcommunrcarron of rcliarn
r thc ps.lm rs cognrrr\.
Rcfr-In sc.ms to more rntsrtc and 2errhcnc
tunclron rn $c psalm be'ng used rn
.h€mauyclt rn c\cry \ crse
ReFIn rs uscd alremau\.ly
Thc psdm concludcs \rrfi $e rcfr.,n
Funclron of communrcaxon rn concludmg
vcrse ofrh. psalm ls cosnl!!c

Tbc psalm sccms ro hr\c lrrDrlcd group of
addrcssces rhc lsr.elrtcs
Thc psalm rs smallcr rn srze t6 \,crses 5:
Imcs 364 uords rn sclccrcd tr.nslzlron
Vcrses ofthe pralm arc rn couplct almon
ofun,form lcngth
Fusr hne ofmosl ofrhc relscs begrns \r1$
rclatrvc pronoun qho or conjuncrrons lrtc
2rd and b{rr rhal znrsucrll} rDterconnccl

'Ic 
psalm

l: Sruclur. ofrhe psalm rs srmptc 2nd
umfom all tcrscs u asscnr\c form
nearlv unrform n lcn8:rh

l3 Conrcn6 ofihe psalm r-s . \rhole ar.
drffcrcnr from rhar of lic sur.h

l1 Thc psalm seems lo pro\rdc scnrn-q asrr
ment,on namcs of chT:crcrs and pl2ccs

:-5 Thcme of$e psdm sc.ms to bc thc
dcscrrprron ofGod s *ond.rs

16 Mood of psalm rn term! ofdrclon_ scnho
rrd rhcmcs rs drffcrcnr liofi rhrt of rh.
sunl

l- Moufofth. ps.lm se.ms lo bc .nrpjcr
:E Gcn c oflhc ps:lm rs poeoc

9 Thc prospccu!e ,'.r,.s oT...t"rot..giii
secoon of rhc sunl arc ,ddrcssces of l})c
suJah Thc) .re bcrng wamed of
punrshmcnr bur ma) ,\arl rcuzrd rf do

l0 Eschalologrcal scclon of rhc surzt s rn
\ocarr\c form Il malcs usc of NomrnerNe
of Addrcss gencra oflmn end manlDd

ll RcFarn m dc sur.I bcgns aRcr l$chc
\crsc ln \ crsc 13

I I Thc refn,n of $c su'ah rs rrtcrrogarr\ c u

Ihc tuncrron of commumcarron of rcfmn
,n thc surzh rn conatr!e
R€frarn rn rhc sur,i secms ro hr\c
€mplovcd shcrc thc dcscnpxon of
bounoes rs donc rn doubtc
Refrarn rs nol used alGmax!cl)
Thc sur.h do.s nor end ulrh a rctr.m
Funcnon of conmunrcanon rn concludre
\crse oflhc sureh x conatrre es r.cll ai

13

l4

l5
l6
t1

18 Thc sural sccms ro harc rtt human bcngs
andJrnn as addr€ssccs

Ia The \ual rs lrcetcr m s,rc -8 !er.c\ -58
uords rn sclccrcd rrrrlslaoon of$c sunh

l0 \'erscs ofrhc ps.lm zrc nnStc nor unrform
m l€ngdr

:l Ycrscs ofrhc sur:h mosrl] and csscnUall)
secm rndepcndcnt .5 da nol malc u.c of
rclanrc pronouns 2nd contunct,ors Ile
fiar ofrhe psalm

ll SEucrurc of $c surah rs complc\ lcrscs ,n
drtrcrctrr fom hl,c ,sseflr\c \oc.lr\c 2nd
rnlerrogalr!e e( ql$ \analron rn Iensdr

ll Conrenrs oi rhc sur:l as r $hot; ,r.
drffcrenl fiom rh2l ofLhc psalm

l1 Thc surrh scarccly pro!,dcs namcs of
pl2ces and chdaclcr

lj \,nous $cmes lrkc rhc dcscnprron of
God s bounrres mort.hr) and hclptessncss
of human-bcrngs and lmr dr) of
ludgcmcnl crc

16 Drcoon scnrns znd themcs bcmg drffercnl
frorn fiar ofdrc ps:lm thus sccms ro harc

Moxfofth. surah sc.ms ro b. doublc
Gcnrc of rhc ftc sunh rs blcnd of hoth

?7
]E

Thrs chapter has anallzed tle exccrpts of TBp and THe The analtsrs exhrbrts that the

texts are seemlngly parallcl but are lhmenscly dlfferent tn tems of thetr folm and
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functron Thc texts seems to haYe thclr o\r,n themes. wars of narratrves. pattern of

drscourse. dralogucs. characters, sefllng. mood. mottf. funchons of communtcatlon etc

The drscourses of tle te\ts seem to ha\e been projected through ficrr unlque stllc of

presentahon Thc tc).ts at certah placcs employ samc or slmtlar lexlcal untts but thetr

functrons seem to bc cnurely drffcrent Tie e\cerpts hake usc ofsrmllttudc and parables

but thcy prescnt qutte dlffercnt \r'orld-\,lews The e\cerpts of the psalm. on the \\hole

seem to emphasrzc God s prrncrple oflustrcc_ reuardlng tle nohtcous and de\astatlng the

urcked one The Qur anrc e\cerpts seems to glvc more emphasrs on thc One-ness ofGod.

tle role of lntermedrator (prophct-hood) and the cschatology (the Day of Judgement)

Bnef conclusron and findlngs of the stud) arc gt\ en rn the follou rng last chapter
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Chapter 5

Conclusion

The am of tle prcsent study r\ as to ln\esttgate tnter-tettual relatronshrp bet,\,een TBp

and THQ Thc study has attemptcd to answer t$o tmportant research questrons (l ) r*hat

are thc srmllanhes bctween tle Book of psalms and the Holy eur.aa' And (2) What ls

the nature of rclahonshrp between thc Book of psalms and the Hol!, eur.an rn terms of

rntertextualtty,

An attempt \r'as madc to define and comprchend rnterte\tuallty - the exphclt and

lrnphclt relahonshlp of a telt to some otlcr tcxt(s) lrrespech\ e of trme and piace. rn the

lrght ofthe nobons ofke) thconsts of the sublcct area It rargcs from Saussure s rdca of

'srgns ard Bakltrn s nonon of dralogrsm e\tended by Juha Krstc\a who lnthall)

colned the term rn 1960s to Genefle s Transtextualrty and Bloom's theon of poetrc

rnfluencc

Saussure (1915) \le\+s that llngulstlc communlcatton (paiole) slems fiom chorces

\\rthln ltngxlsttc s\stem (langue) that preextsts an),spealer He seems to constder.slgns.

merel; as readymade products to be s$ allou cd b1 the speaker Baldtrn ( I 9g4 ). the aclual

ongnator of rntencxtuahty, tn the hkewrse manner. though a btt drfferentl),. \te\a,s tlat

the uords stem rrlthtn parttcular soctal sltes, regtsters. mo\.cments of uttcrances and thclr

receptlon He consrders telt as a socral te\t. dlalo_qlcal tn nature for berng rn dralogle

ulth eallter as \rell as wlth forthcomlng drscourses of tle same field
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Kllstela (1980. 1982). the on$nator of the tem. mo\es forll,ards the concept of

rnterte\tua|ty on Saussure's concept of semlology and Bakltrn.s concept of dtalogrsm

Intertextuahty, for Knstel a rs not merely products but meaDs ofproductl\,rty Shc \leB,s

lntertextuahty m t\r,o axes \erttcal and honzontal Vertrcal a: s connccts thc text u,tth

other texts whtle the honzontal axrs connccts the u,Dter \\ lth the reader She seems ro

replace Bakhtrn's concept of dlaloglsm tfuough semrorlc notloD of rc\t and textualrtl

lndrvtdual text arrd cu]tural text respecttvely

Text for Barthes (1975), however, ls lnter-text. u,oven \r1th echoes. references and

quotahons It ls untaaceable between two or more than two texts It was. nonetlelcss.

Genette (1997a) whose concept of Translertualtty preseDts detemrnable lntcrtextual

relatronshlp betwcen the texts He reduces lntertexhtallty to sources and tnfluenccs of

tc\ts Bloom (1997). hke Gencfte also secms to bcLerc m Foetlc 1trfluence but clatms that

rt docs not make tle poet less ongrnal rathcr malies hrm more ongnal pro\ lded that he ts

strong The study has bnefly descnbed vanous forms of mtertexh.ralrty. the most

rmportant ofwhlch are Exphcrt and knphclt

THQ has also been \relled by the onefltahsts as rnfluenced from THB. ln thrs case

TBP TIe majonty of Westem scholars rcgald thc former as den\ahve te\t from THB

On account of obseri'able srmrlantres ln tic contents of THB ard THe on thc one hand.

and stnkmg dtffcrence on tle other. however. thc onentahsts aae dl\,lded rnto dtfferent

factrons Scholas hke Torrey (1933). Shepardson (1980) and Noldeke et al (2013)opme

that the major part of THQ are of Je.r,lsh ongrn. essenhally Talmudrc. gathered by the

Prophet through oral tadlhons Cragg (19?l) regard the prophet as a nahonahst leader

whose pnmary alm \r.as to removc lnfenonty cohplex of the Arabs Thus. he scems !o
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thrnl tlat THQ ts thc creahon of the Prophet Contrary to Cragg. Sanl (1977) clams that

the mlhal addressees ofTHQ wcrc tle Jews

Katsh (1955) 1s of the vrew that THe rs the oral revelahons artrculated b)

Muhammad and that these revelahons qere c.llccted. recorded and arranged by others

Contmry to Katsh, Bowenng (2003) clarms that the transrtron from oral to Pnttel form

can be haced to the ttme aad person of Muhammad He oprnes that Brble u,as nerther

enhrcly nor parhally tanslated tnto Arablc at the hme of Mubammad He asse(s that

themes of THQ echo mrdrashrc and apocryphal rvntrngs Bowenng. hke Torrey and

Noldeke et al clam that thc Prophct gathercd brbhcal detarls through the word of mouth

Crone a:rd Cook (1977) and Wansbrough (2004) rnffoduced qulte a novel

approach wlth respect to THQ Cronc and Cook (1977) clam that THe drd not o!1st rn

any form before the last decade of the scventh century Wansbrough (lOO4) l*e that of

Crone aad Cook clarms that thc Qur'anlc te\t \\as not formed untrl the earll mnth

centun, He consrdeN IHQ. a small part of canon out of huge prle of matenal mcludrng

prophehcal logra

Contrary to Crone & Cook aad Wansbrough. Burton (1977) comes up \l,lth the

clarm that the present day matenal and the arrangehent ofTHe $as done b] the prophet

brmself Neuwrrth (2008) also sccrns to reject the vtews ofCrone & Cook (1977) and that

of Wansbrough (2004) She argues that thc text of THe rs nerther narrafl.! es about

Muhammad nor savurgs of hrm The dlscourse of Qut an rs actuall) a speech that presents

rtself as address to the Prophct She asserts t-hat The eur amc re\1 cxhbrts ltself betng a
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ComDulncatlon bet\\ een a Superhuman and human berng She 1re\\,s that eur.aruc hlstory

does not begD wlth lhe process ofcanonrzahon but 1s rnherent ln the tert ttself

The Westem scholars have srmrlar oprmon about TBp bemg part of THB \r,rth

rcgard to THQ Noldeke et al (2013) and Wansbrougtr (200.1) hrghhght cerram \crses of

TBP rn the THQ as drscussed rn the chapter of Rel reu of Llterature Neuurrth (200g)

clarms that the earlrcr secttons ofTHQ remlnrscence TBp Shc asserts that THe mcludes

certam mages that arc rrsrble rn TBP She excluswely mentrcns surah dl_Rahman bell,g

remodeled lrl the manner of psaha 136 She regards tfL suroh as a re_readmg of$e

psalm

The Muslm scholars, on the other hand. seem undrudcd wrth respect to thelr

\1e\rpornt of clalmlng Qur'al1 as a \l ord ofGod TleY behcve that Tora}. Zaboor and

In;eel uere retealed by Allah Almlghty They clalm that the source ofTHe and thal of

the earher revealed books was one and the same. hetrce the),ha\.c stmtlanhes Scholars

hke Fazlw Rahman (1984). Nlozr (1990). Meherallv (n d ). Abdel-Hateem (l00t) and

even lnstltutton ltle Da uah Inshtute of Nlgena (2008). drscussed rn the chapter of

Llteraturc Re!le\r, halc alrnost tle sane l'le\r,polnt that Torat. Zaboor and Inleel ald

THQ have stmllanhes because of belog fiom the same source. though. project therr

dlscourses qurte dlffercntly through tletr ol^1l stlle ofpresentahon In thrs regard. ranous

Mushm scholars hke Moulana Razr Khar & Nanard (2006). Dr Ayaz Afsar (2009).

Abdullah Saeed (2006. 2008). Abdel-Haleem (2001). Tzortzrs (n d), M1r (1988. l99t)

and even No[-Mushm scholan such as Robrnson (2003). dlscussed ln the sechon of

LrteratEe Revrew. have thrown hght on the dtfferent form aod funchon of erther fHB or

THQ or both
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Tlc prescnt study. hke the works quoted above. aftempted to seek mterte)ltual

relaton bct\^,een TBP and THe rn order to lnveshgate the exact naturc of relatronshrp

between the sclccted texts Il thrs concem. four drfferent excerpts fiom TBp and THe

each. wcre selected for analysrs The excerpts were redacted ln tables accordtng to the

londs of lnter-tcxt - Exphcrt and Impllcrt The excerpts were then analyzed from a

number ofaspects llkc themes, nafiatrve pancm. struchrre. dlscourse. llterary forms. st]le.

geDie. emplo}ment of leucal terms,'phrascs and ltngurstlc features and elements such as

settng, motlf and funchon of communtcahon etc It uas a texfual anal),sts ofthe ST

based upon close readmg ofthe exccrpts fiom the ST The stud),aftemplcd to anal)ze tle

texts and came out wlth the followmg findlngs

5.1 Findings

To begn wrth the first research queshon - What are the smllantlcs bet\reen the Book of

Psalms and the Hol)'Qur'an,. the study finds out that there are obsenable srmtlanhes at

certam places between the selected texts It rs observed that THe r rudl;, rcfers to srmrlar

message. the lnhcntance of earth by the nghtcous sen,ants ofGod. as rn the case ofs,ral

al--1nbi,a (Q:J.J'aI, 21 105) that duectly refers to TBp pe aps psalm 3729 In the

hkeqrse manncr. both tle texts account slmtlar e\ents. though THe does not refet to

TBP the way rt has referred to rn abor,e glven case

To answer the second rmportarnt research queshon , What ts the nahrre of

relauonslup bet.'\ een tle Book of psalms ald the Hol) eur.an m tcrms of mrerte\tuahr\ ,

the study finds out that THe has cenatn e\rdent slm antles $lth TBp It mcludes

themahc relattonshlp as [r the case of thc rnhcntance of land_earth by the nghteous



people that rndlcates God's pnnclpal ofJustlce At certarn places tt seems rhat thc te\ts

havc a close relahonshlp m terms of emplo)4ng slm ar style and hterar], elements For

example the ernployment of a refiam 1rl psalm 136 of TBp a.nd sr.rra,ir al_Rahmal ofTHe

and thc use of slmlhtude rn psalm I and sarai Abraham (14 24 27) ofthe Qur.an exhrbrt

that the te\ts bear srmrlar features In tems of Dtertexfuallty. when atry tqo texts ha\e

such sort ofrelahonshlp. the eadler one rs generally consldered the source texl rvhlle the

latq as a denvahvc text But the nature of relahonslxp betuecn the selected texts, rn the

llght of the drscoursc of the later. ts not that ofa souce text and den.r,ahve tett fhe

narrator of THQ clarms that Zaboor (The Book of psalrns) along ,wrth earher Scnptures

aod the Qur'atr are the Word ofGod. as Denhoned m.rrra, al-Anblya.-.We \rrote ln the

Psalm as We drd m (carLer) Scnphue 'The clause m the eur.amc drscoursc ..We

wrotc rn the Psalm" \l\ldly exhbrts that both ttre texts - TBp and THe are the uorks or

Word of God

Nonetheless, desplte iiom berng onc and the same source ald certam slmllar

matcnal. thc texts. as a matter of fact, har e thcrr own form and funchoo Analysrs of the

selected excerpts reveal that thc texts prescnt eYen the same message qulte drffcrently

The analysrs exhtblts that though the excerpts lnclude sztme or slmllar lexlcal untts but

thcrr funchon 1s enhrel! drfferent For lnstance. psalm 37 27-29 and eur.an 2l 105_107

drscuss srmrlar lexrcal uflts 'land' m the formcr and ..earth tn the lafter one But thetr

functrons are drfferent as 'land" porhays llmltcd temtory or merelv the dry part of the

globe whrle "eath' srglrfies the entue planet rncludrng land and uater In the hke\r,lse

manner. psalm 136 descnbes three hghts sun. moon and starc created by God Sura,/r a/_

Rahman also rrcorpomtes the same lexlcal unlts r e suII and moon but Dot as sourc€s of
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hght rather descnbes the objects berng bound by a fixed calculatron. on \rhlch the enhre

system ofthrs globe dcpends on

The study finds out that ihe narator of the Book of psalms 1s essenrrally absent

ftom the drscourse, though. at certaln polnts mrght be seen. as rn the case of psalm 7g rn

r*'hrch the narratot. though. a worldly bcrng. rs present m the lnttlal l eases of tle psalm

But the narrator (God) ts tlvrdly presenr m the eur'anrc drscourse For example. the

excerpts "We \^Totc rn tle PsaLns ' (Qur an 21 105). ,.rernember hou, I blessed you..

(Qur'an 2 47). "We shall aftend to you (eur'an 55 31) etc porrray the prescnce of the

narator !n the Qur'anlc dlscourse

The study rcveals that the Qur'anlc drscouse moves ro and fro among all the three

functrons of codlmurucatton A11 the selected exc€rpts fiom THe portray cxpressr\e.

conah\'e and cogtltlve firnctlotrs of communlcatton For rnstance. ..We sarcd you. and

"thrs \r'as a great tnal fiom your Lord ' rncludes all the three funchons of communlcatlon

- the expresstve (speaker-cetrtercd), conatl\ e (addr.essees-centered) al1d cognluve

(message-cetrtered) But the Blbhcal drscourse often employs one functron of

communrcahon or scallcely two Mostl) and essentlally. the funchon of communtcatlon rn

TBP rs cogmtrve (message-centered) as m the case ofpsalm 136 r*,hch 1s esscnhally ln

cognrtlve fincton ofcommumcatton. though connotanvel) conatr\ e too

The stud) has found out anothcr stnkmg feature of er.rr-a.mc dtscourse. the

dlmamrc of THQ m rts syntax The narrator rn THe often shtfis from one form to another

For e.ample. ln the \ery first excerpt (eur an 21 105_7). rhc narrator shrfu fiom fiIst_

person-plural-personal pronoun -$/e" (nomlnatlve_case) to first-person_slngxlar_personal
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pronoun "My' (possesstve-case) lnstead of .'Our. In the hkcqrsc manner 1n (eui.an

2 49). thc narator shrfu ftom first-person-plural_pelsotral pronouo.We..to thud-person_

smgular personal pronoun 'your Lord' Thrs shrft rn pronouns ts nou,hcre seen ln 
.lBp

The study reYeals that THe often hakes use of a drscourse marker tn order to

acqurrc the attentton of the readertstener In thrs uay. the drscourse ofTHe actrvell,

eogages the readcr,4rstener lo dtscussroo For rnstance. the narr at1\es n surah al_Baqarah-

mostly and essentlall). makes use ofa marker rl J..(and remember) that malies ready the

reader,4lstener lo pa) heed to .r,r-hat rs berng sard The eur.aruc drscourse sometrmes poses

a questlon hke. -'iJ: rll- (do you not sec) not for the sake of rnfomahon rather to seek

the attenhon of the .eader or to affirm thcm rn therr farth Such an emplo),metrt of

'markeas' rn thc drscourse ofTBp ls not obscn ed by thrs study

The study finds out that TBp oftcn nanates the e\ents fiom chronologrcal

perspecttve For rnstance. psalm 136 descrrbes God.s slEns !n Eglpt. pharaoh and hrs

AIm) s drowrtng tn the Red Se4 Israelrtes dehrerance- thet dars rn urlderness, gushrng

out of \i ater from the rock. entlrely tn chronologrcal order The eur a c excerpTs

scarcely narates the events m tertrs ofchronology

It bas also been obsen ed by the study that THe nadates the c\ents rn q)rsodlc

fom, the functlon ofwhlch $ peihaps to rcmlnd the reader/hstener tlme and agarn about

crucral e\ cnts of the past For example. .rura h al-Baqarah IralTates .,When We parted the

sea sa\rng )ou and drowDng pharaoh s people nght before \our eles The dlscouase

grles the lmprcsslon as lfPharaoh qas not rncluded among the drounrng people Bur rhe
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irra, on Jonah explatns tlat Pharaoh was not otrly droq,ned tn the se4 ralher hrs corpse

\ras savcd by Cod as a stgn to all postenty

Thc study has found out that TBp often prortdes seftlng for deplctrng the

accounts It olie[ g1\ cs names ofpersons and places m the nanatl\ e Whr]e l-he dlscouse

of THQ. on the other hand, seldom gt\ es names of places and chamcters For example.

psalm 136 u r rdly mcnttons that Pharaoh .,\ as drowned m the Red Sea lt grr cs names of

powerful krngs hke Srhon and Og. of natlon hke Arnontcs and of locatron hke Bashan

The e\ccrpts of the Qur'an seldom makes use of settmg tn Ierrns of narrunq persoN and

placcs

Thc study revcals that tle dlscoursc of THe often lncorporates an lnterrnedlator

betwcen God and the pcople for controlhng worldly affarrs wrth the dtrectrons of God

Almlghty For Dstance. .rrldll al-Baqarah (eur'an 2 60) asserts. .Remember. \ihen

Moses prayed for *atcr for hrs people' , he was asked b1 God to .'stnke' hrs staff upon

the rocl It ponra),s that the rock uas struck b) Moses \\tth God s cornmand Ir rhe

srmllar manner the .irrzi (Qur'an 2 61) asserts that the Israel(es asked Moses to pray for

them for "earth s produces' fot thel could not ..bear to eat only one krnd of food. In

response. Moses re1ected thelr demaod by tepllrng. uould rhey exchange befter for

\rorsc The dlscourse of TBP whlle trarratlng almost srmtlar ct,ents does not descnbe the

role of Moscs as an mtermedrator Rather TBp categoncally mcnhons that the rock \r,as

struck by God Almrghty

TIe study has found our that rhe eur amc drscoruse has essen[all) been pro1ected

through employrng one-srded dralogues $hlle somctlmes makes use of tu,o_srded



dralogues also For mstancc, "lt was only as a mercy that We sent you" rn eur'an 2l 107

rs a one-srdcd dtaloguc on the part narrator (God) u'lth t}e Prophet In the Lkcwrse

manncr. 'remembcr ho* I blessed you ' rn Qu'an 2 47. -remember when We sa\ed

1'ou " rn Qur an 2 49. We parted the see for you, so saung you ' ln Qur'an 2 50 etc

are all rn the form ofone-srded dlalogucs Srmrlarly. IsraeLtes dema.nd for food ..Moses.

we cannot bear to eat only one kmd offood. so pray to your Lord to bnng out for us some

ofthe earth's produce ' and Moses rcplv. "Would you er.change better for Worse, Go

to Egypt " ln surah al-Boqarah are two-srded dralogues between the Israelttes and

Prophet Moses lt seems to cxpress the u orld rrew of Israelrtes through therr ou n mouth

and the role ofProphet-hood The drscourse of the psalms scldom makes use of dtaloglles.

thougl, at some places makes use of ooe-slded dlalogle as rn rmhal verses and rn \ erse

20 ofpsalm 78

Another mporlant feature found out rn the drscourse ofTHQ b1,the present shrdy

rs the loose structure ofthe Qur'afl The Qur'antc text. undoubtedly, has some contcxt but

cannot be reduced to somc Ermedlate conte\t on account of lhe \[ ay lt 1s strucfurcd The

drscourse ofTHQ naEates the eveDts of thc past but every readcr,lrstener mlght thlnk as lf

he rs berng addressed For mstance. "Eat ald dnnl the sustenance God has pror,rded and

do not causc corruptlon rn the latrd ' rn .rrra h al-Baqarah (Qur'an 2 60) mlght have some

definlte context but at the same breath addrcsscs any reader,'hstener The structure of the

drscourse of the psalm, on the other hand. whlle narratmg the cvents ls not as loose to be

employcd m dlfferent contexts

The stud),has obsened that the dlscourse of THQ often provrdes Jushficahon for

the events For example, su,ah al-Baqarah asserts. uh] Pharaoh's peoplc (rncludrng
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Pharaoh) were drouned m the sea Thcj&ra, relates that the people of pharaoh subjected

Israelltes to temble torments Tley kllled tleu sons and spared only theu women

Therefore. tt uas necessarl for pharaoh,s people to be drouaed rn the Sea on account of

therr eul deeds The selccted excerpts portny that the drscourse of TBp. on the othcr

hand. does not provrdes an) Justrficalon for pharaoh and hs Arm1.s drolrung

The study has rcvealcd that the genre of TBp rs poetrc The selected excerpts of

the psalms are mostly and essentlally tn couplet folm Thelr verses are almost ofunlform

length The drscourse of the surah, on the otler hand, rs blend ofboth verse and prose

The Qur'aarc verses constst of even one u,ord ln ongmal Arabrc hke .u--!1. and a

number of u.ords at other places The eur'anrc verses often prolect short rhrthmrc rmages

l*e 'JAjr. -t)Uil! ', ...Jt!)l ' ..u-UJl ' ..,rrE. 
. 
..Jls-.. . 

..rl-r-It.. that grves the rmpressron

ofpoetrc quahhcs rn THe

The shrdy releals that thc dlscourses of TBp and THe have been developed

through drferent mohfs whrle seerntng apparcntly parallel For example. psalm 37 seems

to have employed the motlfofdouble It descnbes nghteous aad wrcked. evrl and good.

punrshment and safety srde by srdc rn the dtscoulse But the parallel e\cetpt. suroll al_

Baqarah has not been projected through thc technrque of double rather tt has lrs oun

uDlque forn

Anothei mportant featue ln eur'anlc dtscoursc. found out by the present shrdy ls

o\ ertly present eschatologlcal aspect scarccl) noted tn TBp ..Guard 
r,ourse)f agamst a

Da1 u'hen no soul q l staod m place of anorher .(eur.an 24g)...God urll grre

finnness to those qho belcre to both !n tlus \\,orld and the hereafier.. (eur.an 14 27)
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and the entue eschatologlcal sechon fi surah al-Rahmah portays thts untque fcature of

tlre Qur'an The psalms on rhe other hand. scarcell,males use ofescharologrcal aspecrs

Thc study has found oul tlat thc selected parallel ercerpts of TBp and THe are

slmtactrcally drfferenl from each otler For tnstance. psalm j7 rs a blend ofactrre and

passlve \olce Sccond couplet ofrerse 28..The nghteous shall bc kept safe fore\ er. but

the chlldren of the wrcked shall becutolf ls ln passr\e vorce that seems to grve more

lmporlarce to the safcty ofnghteous and delastatton ofthe $rcked than the person \aho

keeps safe and devastates But ln the parallcl excerpt of THe I e surah ol-,lnb\o_ the

vcrces are tn actr\'e form that secms to gl\e tmportance to the doer ln clauscs same ls thc

case qrth psalm 136 and surah ao-Rahrnan whrch are drffcrent ln terms ofstructure The

respechvc refiams employed ln psalm 136 aad surah ol-Rahna, are enlrrel, d:fferent rn

tcrms ofstructurc. tte fomcr ln assertrve whlle thc laftcl ln lntefiogattve form

The study rc\eals that the secmrng parallcl cxcerpts are dlfferent ln terms of

functron as *ell For example. thc functron ofpsalm I seems to emphaslzc on nghteous

peoplc But the surah. on tlre othcr hand. seems to canphasrze on deeph _rooted_tree I e

Kahmah Tatttba berng the core behef and foundatton of lslam The excerpts from THe

seems to emphasrze on three areas Oncness of God. the role of tntermcdtator (prophet-

hood) and the eschatologrcal aspcct (Day of Judgcment) The e\cerpts fiom TBp on the

other hand. emphastzes on thc pnnclple of Justlce. de\astatlon of the urcked and

dehvcrance of the nghteous

In terms of Genetre s (1982).modcs u,hrch he further

narratlle and drscourse. thc Book of psalms seems more a
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drscourse u,hrlc thc Qur'an secms to bc a dlscourse ln tts nature Becausc. TBp rs more

conccmed wrth recountrng the e\ ents wtthout attentlon berng placed on the person B,ho rs

dorng that rccounbng (a narratt\e) but THe seems to focus rts attcnhon on the person

u'ho speaks (God) and on thc sltuatton from wtthln whrch He speals (a drscourse)

In a nutshell, the study reveals that thcre rs aa obsenable srmrlanty at ce(arn

piaces rn TBP and THQ But thc nature ofany srmrlantl rs. hou,er er. not ofa sourcc rext

ard dcnvabve tcxt Rather the texts present srmtlar mcssage ard descnbe slmllar events

by therr respectvc element. features. tcchntques and style ofpresentatron Tle),ha\e theu

own form and functron to marntaln tietr ongrnalrty and unrqueness
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Appctrdiccs

Appcndix 1:

Appcndix 2:

Psdm 37
Th. c.rrrDo of R.rnbuoon

Surrh rl-^nbnr (Qur'.n 2l: l0S6)

l6 For thc LORD lor.sJustcc.
hc c,llnor fors.I. hrs fififuton6

Th. nshrcous \hall bc l.pr etc for.\ d
bur rh.ch,ldrcn oirhc s1ct.d sh2llb. cu.fi

l9 Thc nlhkous shall'nh6r d. tand
and lr!. ri forc\-

'0t $. qmr..n \. Pqlmr ., uc d'd T lc-t,.nscrfrur. \l\ n!hrcn-. .ch&i( \rtt rlhc r rh. c.nh
106 Tl'dc Euh r, msqlc rn rhr for rh. {^1nrs oi

Ps.tm 7t

I3ncl's r.b.ltton rtr th. srld.mcss

1 Crv. czr O m) pcopl., ron! r.ach,ng,
,nclrn. )our c,rs ro rhc pords ofmy moufi

I lqlllopcfl my mourh rn epa?bl.,
I Brll ufld dert s.\,n!s from orold,j rhrnSs drr u. h.\c h@d .l]d tnosr
rh.r our aDesronh.!. rotd us

.1 U. f,rllnor hrde rhcm hom rhctr chrtdro
s. *,ll r.l1ro $c com,n! lor.oon

dc glonous d..ds of lh. LORD ed h,s mrth I
aid th. sondas rhar h. hG donc

5 H.6rabl'sh.d. dcne 0 J.cob
.nd .ppo,nrcd . l.s rn IM.t.

Bh,ch h. @mhardcd our &6r0rs
ro rech ro dcr chrldrm

6 rhl dr.n.rr lcndn,on mrghr tnon rh.m
rh. chrldr6 vd unbom

and ns. up ed rcl rhm ro rh.trchrld.m
? so rh.r rhc! shoutd sd rhcr hop. rn Cod
and not rorSa $c uorks o,Cod

bur k..p hr cominendhmrs
E dd drn rh.] should nor b. trtc $ctr anccnom

. stubbom ed rcbellous lcncrafion
a8ocnuon $hos.hd nas nor sradi.sr

*hos. sprnr s6 nor f. htutio Cod
9 Ttc Ephhmrrcs sncd unh lhc bos_

tumcd b.cl on l})c d.) ofbant.
l0 TIc) drd nor lccp cod\ co\.n.nr

bur r.tus.d ro sell reord,ng roh,s lau
I I Th.\ ior8or char hc had donc

.nd L\em,E.l6 d.r hc had shosr rh.mll li lh. $thr ot d.[ dccnor bc qortcd mb.ts
rn rhc ltud ofEt}Di rn $c fi.tdr oiZo.i

ll Hc d,rrd.d fi. \a od 1.r rhon pa$ rhrough rr
rnd m.d. rhc rn.R etud tjtc r hap

I4 ln dc d.qrm. hc l.d rhm srrh a ctoud

Sur.h rl.B.q.r. (Qur'.n 2 )
,11 Chrldr.n oflsael remobd ho* I btcsscd \ou
ed latourcd lou o\cr orhd pcopl. lE Cu.rd
vouBlt.s elzrn\r. D.) uh.n no soul qrU n.nd rn
phcc oi oorhd \rtl bc .cc.prcd
for rr nor b! nrem Dor {i1l fi6 b. h.tpcd :t9
R.mcmbd $hcn $. sa\cd lou rroo phr.oh s
pcoplc f,ho sublecd lou ro rcrbl. rom.nr
sl.ughr.nnS lour enr ed sprnS onh vour
comG rhr \a. a ger rn.l fron rour Lord- 50
.nd uh.r uc pan.d rhc sca for \ou ae\,n!lou
aDd dro\nrn8 Phxaoh s pcopl. nghr bcl.orc \our
.!cs 5l $c 2p|orDrcd fofl_1 hshr,or Voscr ton
Vounr S,narl and L\c! uhrl. hc "^ "o.r, ;u,
rool ro Bo6hrpn,ns dc qtf- a r6b1. trrone 5?
Elo rhcn \\. iorlar. you so rhar )ou mrs;r bc
rhanltul i3 Rcmcmb. shcn Uc ga\c \Io\cs lh.
Smprure .nd d. mqns ro drtn€lxh lnehr tud
qronel so rhar \ou rr-ehr bc lurdcd 54 \lo\c\ sard
to hrs pcopl. \l\ pcoph \au hI. $ron,!.d
rou^chcs b) \oBhrppin! L\. qtf $ r.pcnr ro
ro!r M.Icr and t,ll Irh. 8u]lr] amonsl roD Tr.r ,s
Oc bcsl \oD can do rn lh..\cs ol \our \1.1.r Hc
2cc9rcd rour r.p.nDnc. Hc r dr. E\cr R.t.nun!

d th. Nlo( Ucrcrtul 55 Rm.mb.r $hcn iouerd lloscs $c \rll nol hdtr\c \ou unllt u. sec
Cod iecc ro hc. Ar rh.l dundcrhotrs siruct tou
.s )ou l6lcd on 56 Tlcn ll. r.\rt.d )ou aficr
rour d.aih so firr ],ou mrthr b< rhtu\tuI 5r uc
m.dc thc clouds co\d lou srrh shrd. ed ror
mtunz and qu.rls doqn ro \ou sa\rng E& !h.
eood thmlr \ . h c pro\,dcd for \ou I $.s nor
Ls rhc\ srongcd Lh.) uront.d rhcms.t\6 58
R.mcmh.r shcn \\c sard t_nlerlh6 to\n od er
iic.l! !hcr. .r \ou srll bur .nr.r ft !2t. humbh
ud s.\ Rcl,c\c us' Tn.n uc rhatt rdlrrc \ou
!our i.s aid ,nn.Jr rh. r.q.rdr olthor \ho do
Cood 59 Bur Ihc \runldrc^ \uba urcd a
d,flacnt qord iiom rh. on. $c] h.d bccn S^cna alln,rhr lonc q'rh. fim l So b.quk rhc! r,nlr.nrh drob.v.d w. s.nr 2
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l-r Hc spluo.ls op.n ,n rh. Brldm6\ I,l.guc dnqn hom rh" h..'c"! upon rl.r
&d g.!c rhn dnnl.burdorl\ 6lioo rh. dccp

l6 H. madc sE.os come our of rhc rftt(.
and c.us.d q ards ro floq doBr l,lc nlm

l7 \ a ihcl srnr.d sr,llmorc ala'nn h,r.
r.bclhn! ag.rn$ lhc Mon Hrgh jn rhc d6n

l8 TI.v rcsrcd Cod rn t}lcr hd
b) dcmadrn8 rhc fnt rhc! qercd

1e Tl.! spolc ag.rn! Cod, el,ng
''Can Cod sprad. abl. rn $. {rldcmcs,

l0 E\o thoulh h. \ru.\ d. rGt so rh.r \.rcrgushcd our
and ror.nls orcrflos.d

tu h..lso !r\c brqd
or Pro\1d. nqr for hrs p.opl.,'

2l Tlcr.forc wh.n rh. LORD hod hc s.r tuI ofnlc
a fire *as krDdlcd atarDsr J.cob
hu o!d mounrcd agnnsr Isn.t,

22 b€.us. rhc) h.d no fa h rn Cod
.nd drd nor Eusrhts s.!ng po*cr

ll 'l cl h. comna.d.d $c st16 abov.
atrd op6cd rh. doorsoiha\en

21 hc nrncd do$r on rhem manna ro ar
od gav. rhcn rh.8-rn ofhc.\en

25 Mon ls.rc oidc brc.d ofanscls
hc r.nr rhcm l@d,n.bundanc.

16 Hc causcd rhc alr u,nd ro btos ,n rh. h.a\.ns
.nd b) hs powd hc lcd our rhc sourh trrnd

l7 hc nhcd flcsh upon dn lrtc dusr
u1ng.d bnds h\c rh. sad ol rh. %

lE h.l.r L'rm fallurrhrn th.tr (mp
.ll.round rh.u duclhngs

l9 {nd rh.! .rc 2rd sdc u.llfitt.d
for hc 8a!. i,'1n trhr rh.) ch\.d

rronedoqs 60 Ra.hba *ho Vor.s lr.\cd fo!
ual.r lor hrs pcoplc and \\ c s.rd lo hrfi Srjtc rh.
rucl $,rh )our n.lt T c]rc spnn-ss tushcd our
.nd cach group \n.* rK dnnldn! pt.c. Ear rd
dnnl( rh. sulc.ancc cod ha\ prosd.d ad do nor
cauk comprron ri rh. l.rd 6l Rcn.mbcr shen
\ou s2rd \losc( \. carnol be ro .I ont\ on.
l,nd or food r pm! ro !o!r Lord ro bnn! our for
us \odc ot $c .anh s produc. rB hcrbs .nd
cucumbc6 [s lTIc l.nrl\ .nd ohron\ H. sard
\ould tou c\ch.rg. ben.r tor \orc) Go lo

Eg\?r and rhdc \ou s,ll find trh.r \ou hr\c astcd
for Tn.\ \cre nrucl \r$ humrlanon od
urcrchcdr.ss dd rh.! rncuncd rhc a-rh ofcod
beut rhs pasrqmrlr r.l.dcd H,r m6ee6 od
hll.d nrophcls c.nrd ro a| rlfr js nlhr i djs
u.s b.c.usc $c) drobd.d.nd *er. t.Bbrcrlft

Appcndir 3:

Ps.ln I Th. iso $.\s 5rr.h Abr.h.n (la 2.1-7r
I H.pp) tuc rhosc

qho do nor follos rh..d\rc. ofrhc urctcd
or l?l. rh. pad ih.r rnnm acad

or s,r m dc scar oi s@tTcrs
: burrh.rdclghr is,n Lh. h\ otrhc LORD

ard on hG latr rh.! m.dtr.rc da! dd r,'hi
3 Thcl T.lrt. E6

pl&rcd b! strems ofuaGr
trh'ch \rcld rhctr fru ,D rLs s.&n

&d th.[ lc:!6 do nor unhd
In dlLl.t rh.1 do rh.] prospa
4 TIc crcl.d rcnor s

bur.r. ht. chaffrh.r rh. urnd dnr6 asa\
: Tl6cfor. thc $\\.d \1tt nnr (hd .n d. tu;Emhl

nor nnn6 rn r}c @nlrclrnon or lh. hrhlo!\
6 lo, rh. I ORD E.kh+ o,o rh. *.\ ofrhc nthr<nu,

bur rh. f,a! ofrh. slctcd *1U pmrh

lr IProph.r] do)ou nor rc. to" Cot nar,ero,mlrn.o^"-
A go.il word,s L\. a 8(bd ne qhos. rmr,s fim tud
$hok btuchd x. h,gh in rh..t\ :: \r.ld,r! @n{b,
lrurr h' ,r! LnrJ ( tcJ\.- Cod m:\c( luch co-nrn\on( ror
poplc so rhar fic\ ma\ rcfler- 16 bur en .\,1 \ord r\ LLc
a roncn Ec. upr@rcd lion rh. su.f.c. of(h. c.nh qnh
no poss ro 6durc ll Cod wtt g,\. fimn6s ro rhos.
*ho bcl,c!. rn rhc fimli rercd Eord a borh ,n Lhtr sorld
end lhc Hdah- bu! rh..\,td(j.rs Hc tq\6 ro sra\ cod
d6 Bh.rc\d H. *,ll
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dcn)l 5,1Thcv uill sr on couch.s upholstdcd \rlh
brocadc, $c fiu of borh tard.ns unhn 6) r.ach
55[hrc]L thcl of \our Lord s bl.srngs do \ou botr
dcnv' 56ThcE url bc m.rdms r.sre,n,ng rb.tr gl.Dc6
unrou.hed bcfor.hDd h\ man or Jrm 57\\hrclL rhcn of
\our Lord s bl.srngs do rou borh den\ ) i8lftc rubjcs
od bnllor pcrh 59\\h,ch Ocn of \our Lord\
blc$ngs do you bol,h d.n\, 60sh.l1 rhc r.urd of Sood
bc .n}1hn8 bur goodr 6l\h,ch thcn of ]our Lord s

blc*,ngs do )ou toth d.n).6:Tncrc r. iuo othd
gedens bclo\ rhcsc $\o 63\Ih(h thcn 01)our tnrd s
blcslng\ do yo! both do)r 6480$ of dcQ.st gr@n
65uhrch rh of )our Lord s blcsrngs do lou bo1h
dcn!'66wrdr a p2r oftlshrn8 spnngs 67\\hrch. thcn
of)our Lord s bh$,ngs do !ou borh dcn). 6Ewrth turrs

- daic p.lDs dd poB.Fanarc res 69whrch iho of
]our Lord s blc$,ngr do \ou borh dcn). 7oTlsc &
t@d mturcd. beuntul mard6\ llwlch. th.n of vour
Lord s b1cs5,ngs do \ou bodr dcD\, 'lDetc!.d.
shclrcr.d ,n p.rrlons '3[trrch rhcn ot \our Lord s
blcsrnSs do )ou both dcn), ?,lUnLouchcd bcforched b\
mm or rrm t5$hrch $.n of\ou Lord s blcssrnss do
you bod do\l -6T}. qll r,l !r on 8rc.n cushro-i rnd
1in. crrpcB 77\Brch lhcn ot)our Lord s blcsrnss do
vou borh dcnv, TEBlc$cd rs th. nmc ofyour t rd tull
of matcs$, b6tosDghonour

Al-Rrhm.n (Th. Lord ofl\l.rcy 55 1-7E)
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