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- Ve Karachi"”

When Zia took power, he posted police around the district,a moral
policy which resulted in a burgeoning extrotion racket.
Consequently the industry became dispressed accross the city.The
film industry packed up, unable to survive the new censor code
and the suffocating social atmosphere. In a conversation I had
with the South Asian film maker Zia Sarhad, he wondered if the
freedom permitted to cheap and vulgar films in the regional
languages was granted to keep the masses happy" Heralding the
near death of Pakistan's film industry, by 1989 Karachi's 119
cinemas had been reduced to 2240
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Karachi ordered " (j/Laurent Gayer/z6us KL
-ugza”’ J-disorder and the struggle for the city

Munawer Hassan the current amir (now former) of the JI and a
former Nazim-e-Ala of the IJT (from 1964 to 1967), was himself
involved with the left during his early student years. As a student
at the central Government College in Karachi in the 1960's as he
claims to have turned three acitivists of the IJT before being in
turn "Converted" to political Islanafter reading Maudadi's
Dawat-¢-Islami aur uske Mutalibat4 l
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Left activists imprinted a stong international outlook on the
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students movement, at least in west Pakistan. under their
leadership, students protested against the reaproachment between
Pakistan and the United States, as well as against the polices of the
western block accross the third world (The 1956 suiz crises was
for instence, the occasion of an intense mobilisation). This
agitation was severely repressed on 8th January 1953 a
demonstration organised by the DSF Democratic Student
Federation and the Inter-collogiate Body (ICB) turned violent, and
seven students were killed in Police Firiné2
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"Violence gradually esclated in the following years particularly

after the rise of IJT's militia, the thunder squad which started

making its presnes felt at K.U from 1972 on words“
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"This Sophisticated weaponry was put to use for the first time on
the occassion of the oath-taking ceremony of the Karachi
University Students Union (KUSU) on 12th August 1979. When a
group of progressive students organised a protest against the
ceremony (The Union was then dominated by IJT), militents of the

thunder squad fired at them with sten guns injuring eighteen of

them (including two women)45
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