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The researcher’s introduction:

- -

The relationship between the Arab and Persian goes back to thousand years. When the
Assyrians and Elamites ruled Iran’s heights, When Iranians ruled Mesopotamia, Egypt,
and Syria in the era of Medes and Achaemenids. Then the Pars ruled part of the Arabian
Peninsula, such as Yemen and Bahrain, as well as Irag.

During the Rashid Caliphs, Muslims reigned in the land of Persia, This rule con_tinuéd
until the fall of the Abbasid caliphate.

Iranians were not only influenced by Islamic culture, but they were influenced also in
the flourishing of this culture. Persian language and literature were also influenced by
the Arabic language and literature. The Arabs were also influenced by the Persian
culture during the Abbasid.

Signs of cultural separation began in the 4" century *", especially during the reign of the
Samanids. In the tenth century, a sectarian gap was created during the reign of the
Safavid dynasty.

With all this cultural and linguistic overlap, there was no complete integration between
the two nations; instead, a hatred and contemptuous look and misunderstanding began.

The departure of the Persian writers to the Arabs and writing about them was an
attempt to understand them. One of those writers is (Jalal Al Ahmad) who was born in 2
December 1923 in Tehran was a prominent Persian novelist, short-story writer,
Philosopher, Socio-Political critic and Sociologist as well as an anthropologist who was
“one of the earliest and most prominent contemporary Persian ethnographer, who
travelled to Hijaz in 1964 and performed Haj, and visited the shrine of the Prophet
Muhammad """ Jalal recorded this pilgrimage as memoir and called it a "Khasi dar
miqgat".

In this research, | try to examine the memories and understand how the author looks at
the Arabs, and whether he couid understand them for the sake of language or because
of previous thoughts on the Arabs or because of ethnic or sectarian affirmation?
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Conclusion and some points in respect of the publishing this book:

This book Hajj Ceremony (Pilgrimage Ceremony) is a person’s point of view and
not a religious one and cannot be counted as a religious book rather it is a
travelogue with a critical point of view.

There was nothing special which Jalal Al-Ahmad could write down. At least most
of the places were like this. |.e. it only mentioned the Hajj (Pilgrimage) events and
even very small events, for example my sister went to the Market and bought that
thing and my husband’s sister had an argument with the head of Caravan and...
Etc, description of places, like the desert of Arafat and the three times stoning of
the Satan and the Mosque itself. These things perhaps had in times more

" customers, but now when we see each year report and live telecast and recording

of each part of these ceremonies these thing cannot be any more attractive and
new for our believes. We prefer the people who write the travelogue with the
commentary, rather which is full of the information which has no importance to
me or to the readers. The writing in the Timeliness (Meeqat), as it is, is nothing
special that only Jalal Al-Ahmad could write down. If | am not unjust, each piece
of the footprint of the “Jalal” thinking could be found here and there.

In the whole book the same spiky and sharp prose and brevity of Jalal was waving.
Like mostly using slang language, short sentences and usually without using
verbs.. Leaving sentences uncompleted with three dots and other characteristics
of the beautiful prose of the Jalal, Restlessness, anger, cleanliness of the speech
shines in prose of Al-Ahmad. His writing in the Timeliness (Meeqat) has these
characteristics And if you look at this perspective it is a successful writing and Al-
Ahmad has tried with the human eye to convey the important events which he
saw in his twenty three days trip to Mecca and Madina with fresh and active
language with expressive and healthy terms And on the sidelines of these
definitions and images, there were issues that deserved great care.

The Jalal of this book was more of a Mulim than an open minded person. If even
he was an open minded, his open mindedness was with the Islamic concept, the
likes of Mohammad Abduho and others. Though still missing the answer and still

-
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asking him what | am doing in Mecca? Or to find the answer that why, after
spending a long time without performing prayer, performing the prayer and
following the reason, or... ‘

The look of Jalal towards the Hajj (Pilgrimage) is interesting. He writes an
interesting travelogue about his journey to Hajj, which is very good, Uncensored
and without hypocrisy, whatever he thinks or sees there, he is writing it down. In
my opinion whatever he saw over there, that is written without any hypocrisy. In
fact it should be said that anybody with any spirit may not like the writing of Al-
Ahmad, The social-political circumstances of that era must be tangible and
enlightened with believe, Then, the frequent scattering of glory upon the faith
will be meaningful for him.

In the travelogue of Al-Ahmad many issues has been outlined. Criticism on the
Caravan Administration, the character of Pilgrims, Arab’s Administration, attack
on foreign companies, Poetic description of events and landscapes... from this
aspect this cannot be taken as an ordinary report or ordinary experience. He is
the writer who experiences the search with his inner and outer endeavors to
arrive at the steady point and he arrives at it. The sharp edged criticism of Al-
Ahmad in this book also attack “westernization” and proposal of a complete plan
to get rid of that.

The travelogue of Jalal Al-Ahmad, in fact is the moment to moment report of this
trip and while writing this travelogue sometimes made objections against the
abnormalities of modernism which even infected the domain of spirituality and
also from the dark and long shadows of colonisation and the exploitation of the
powerful industrialized nations of the nations, which are in the process of
overcoming and enduring itself and despite the tremendous wealth of some of
these countries from their natural resources, especially oil, It has become a kind
of nation that everything depends on the powers that have gained their power in
the light of their dependence, and everything that goes on increases their power.
Jalal in this travelogue even criticise those people who are not atheistic and
popular and come for this trip and still engage themselves in the glamour of the




world of materialism, and casts light on ignorance and their blind worship.

The book “Khasi dar meeqat” Both in terms of style of writing and in terms of
content , is more important than the other travelogues of Al-Ahmad. This book is
not an ordinary travelogue which only includes the usual sights of God's house or
just speak of Hajj's rituals, Instead, there are some reflections on the writings of
Muslims in the Muslim world and the confrontation between the East and the
West, Islam and Christianity, the’wérld of industrial and the third world. Jalal
accompanies the reader in an inner and outer journey and reflects on himself as
well. For a long time he had left the Fatherland,-he turned to this book with a
deep return.

Jalal'in the past years of his life, with a tired spirit of materialistic thoughts, he
paid his attention to himself as he eventually, the spiritual and spiritual blessing
was communicated between him and his deity. He in the book “Khasi dar
meeqat” which is his pilgrimage travelogue demonstrate to this spiritual change
and says “I saw that | am not someone who has come to the age that has come to
life.
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