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Abstract

Breaking news is o phenor enon fol lowed by the uttiversdl isual edia as wella, it b
o tery common proctice in Pakistani Television ond heavily in use. Every Ne},s

chonnel lries lo lelecosl its lrst hand inforrnation lor its vieue$. Since this

infornanon is very bnef and telecatts on urgen, basis and sonetinet do not llllfll the

nea;s values criterio and olong wirh fiat lhler-nedia conpetition atected the

broadcasting ode of Ty joumalism. Ty broadcosting output inlonnation in the

shape of netts b infuenced b! adwnced lechnologies ond compefii* patteris
heaviD. Ain of thk study i&t to highlight ard cover the gop betveen current newr

media's Ethics yacticing in Patistan and PEMM s Code of Ethics. Husserl !
phenonenological approach uted to describe this phenonznon. AccordiE to him,

meaning lies in d, indiidual's etpeience and uhen ue collect eapeiences of all
panicipd s, il can i erpret a siuation. The prinary data collected in the shape of in-

depth irneni€fls fion eight participants ond secondory data lon the prior atoiloble
rcsearch on this topic. It was lound that there b nu ber of bopholes in Code of
Conducr and worlcing style of twlatory body aad nedia. Cwrent breoting ne$'s

practice in Pohston is not rtnchronizcd with the Code of Ethicj oJ PEMM and

fuflhennote, alftent PEMM Code ofEthics ond cohduct is not fully i plenentoble in

cu enl medio qa.tice in Palistan. fhe rcsulls of fib study sltggql that PEMM ond

Channels are in developten,ol ph6e olong with ils ieweB and over time and *ilh
more training and a chonge in lhe collectiw elhot, 7y, nedia iournalisls v',i

elrentually ioLrition to o lnint $'tete breoking news *ill be curtailed to sone fugree

and the syst.n eill depelop a befier check and balahce.

K.y words: Mcdi4 Breaking ncws, Codc ofconduct, PEMRA



Acknowledgments

All praises to Alrnighty ,{rlai, The most Mercitul, Kind and Beneficeot. He is the

oDly otre God who helps us in every field of life. All respect and appteciatton goes to our

Holly Prophet Muharr,rrad (PBUH), who is the forcver guidalce and know)edge for all

the mankind.

I altr heartily obliged to dy supe.visor Prof: D.. zafor lqhal, v,,hose patieDce,

kindness and guidance enabled me to build up an onderstanding of the subject. I am

thanlful to my teachers who tiought me ard gave confidebce aDd helped me to complete

my work

I am grateful to my frieDds for always being there, when I needed them most and

for supponed me during the completioD aod eocouIaged me a lot durilg the wbole episode

ofEy lhesis.

I am also very tiankful to PEMRA for access to iaterview and provided data. lt is

also great worth ofthe contributio! ofmedia exp€rts and media executives whose give me

time and record lhei experieoce and share infodnation about tieir organizations. Without

their positive rcspoose it may not possible to coftplete this research study

I am massively tlankfirl to my Ftther Faii Mehmood & Nlother lhsanio

Mehmood, Sisters Anbar.l Mehmood, Shazia Mehmood, Asma Mehrrood .nd Broaher

Nhalid Mehrnood yotsaftti who alws)s pray for fty success in all fields oflife.

Muhrmd.d Sreed Yousifz.i



1.2 Brckgrourd oftic .t3curh:

l3 PEMRA (P.kirrrn Elccarodc Medt. ReSul.tory Authority):

lj.l PEMRA M8d.t :
13.2 PEMRA FurctioDs:

13.3 PEMRA Code of Colduct .rd Rulesi

1J.4 Org.rlaliotrd Structure:

13.5 WorkiDg McchrdsE:

1.4 ProbleD Strtcmert:

I.5 Obj..dve.:

1.6 Sigrlfc.lc. ofth. dudy:

2.2 Ticorcdc.l Perrpectlve:

2.2.1 Socl.l Resporiibility Ttcory:

23 Hypoth6is:

3.1.1 Ilttr Colectlo!!

3.2 Popdrtlo! ofti! Study:

33 S.Dple Fr.Ec rld Slzc:

3.a Atlributq ofthc rardyr

35 V.rirbhs:

3.6 ConccDto.lr.don of the V.rLbl.r:
3.7 Operrdordlzrto! ofthe Vlrhble3!

03

06

06

01

07

08

09

0!,

l0
l0

l6

t1

IE

20

20

2l
2l
22

22

2'



243.E LiEitationi:

4.1 Medir Prrctitioue6 resporse:

4.1.1 News Ar rge ment/ Mrnrg€menl:

4.1.2 Br€.king trews definition:

4.13 Chrrrcb' Competitioa Strtus:

4.1.4 PEMRA Cod. of Cotrducl:

4.1.5 Time fr.me for brerllng oews in rD hour:

{.1.6 Tools tojudge the tret{s.s bre.klDg n.ws:

4.1,7 Precautionrry maasures in brcrkiDg trews:

,l.l.8loflueDce ofoews chrntrels oE erch other's:

,1.1,9 Homogetreity of icreels:

{.1.10 Trsirlng progratus from irside the lews chrnnelsi

4.1.11Ch.rtrel Policy:

4.1,12 Commercirl irterests:

4.1.r3 The Etbic.l Status of Bre.king Ncwsi

4.1.14 Dependency olchr[ueh otr breakirg trews:

,l.l,l5 AlterMte of bre.kirg ncrvs:

4,2 PEMRA Authorities' respotrsei

4.2.1 PEMRA ActioDs rgriDst Ch.mels:

4.4 Medir Erp€r6' respoDse:

4.,1.1 Contert ErtrageEetrt:

4.4.2 Bre.lilng rews delidtior:
,l.,lJ Electronic m€dir competltioo.t tus:

4.4.4 PEMRA Code ofCoodu.t:

4,,1.5 TIEe fr.Ee for brerking trews itr !tr hour:

,L,1.5 Took to judge the trcws rs brerkiDg news:

4.4.7 Precautioo.ry Ee.sures:

4.4.t Influ€Ece of Dews channels oo erch other's:

26

26

2a

29

30

31

33

34

35

36

37

3E

39

40

44

45

46

47

48

50

52

54

55



4.iL9 fioEoglldty ol !ct!c!t!
4.4.f0 Tnhl4progrrE for ctrlDcb' worlrcrr:

a.{ll CoEntrrt l ilt rcrt 3

4tf2 Ct nlrd po[q:
,t a.13 Tic Eiucrl ttrt[ otbrc Ilg !crr:
4.a.L Alttmrtc of hlrHrg De r:

DrscussloN, co ct usloN,REcoMMENDATroNg.....................,,.........62

56

57

5E

s,
60

5l

5.1 lrh.udon:

5J Colclrrba:

53 RccoDrocrd.tloltr

63

67

68

71

76

m
9t

93

wEB REFEnENCEST

Anlexuel
ArItmF2
A!urrC-3
Altlef,rrPl
Arnalr .5



Chapter-01

Introduction

In 2002 the GoveEment of Pakistan decided to promote aod regulate electronic

fiedia duough issuing licenses and modtoring. For tbis purpose a departmeDt established

under lhe fedeml ministry of ifformation nahcd PEMRA. Afler the establishmenl of

PEMRA in 2OO2,9l liceDses 'rere awardedrto differetrt individlals/groups till 2Ol4 i,

which 89 chaDnels are in opentioDal status2. L these 89 charlnels about 25 channels

broadcasting oews3.

The ioter-Eedia competition is on high level due to tle mpid growth of

infornation, availability of fast informatiotr shariog systems and comm€rcialization. This

inte!-media coElpetition affected rhe brcadcnsting mode of TV joumalism. This

codpetitio! provided new ways to pleseot oews on screen. Brcaking News presertation

format is also orle oftbe most fiequetrtly usiog sfyles oD s.reeD i! today TV broadcasting.

Normally, a chaDnel broadcasts its exclusive irfonMtioD iD ticker format and after a

momert it comes to breaking style on Screeo. Breaking news is such format and style,

which covered emerging atrd uPand-coming news stories live'. Today's TV screen is

more dyiramic than ever.

I trttp://nvww.pemra.tov.ptlp€mra/mages/docs/pub. l€p/pEM RA-REPORT_2014/irdex.hrm I

' hnp://www.p€mre.8ov.pk/pehr./imas.s/docs/srv/t'st_of-tic.nces-issued_stv.pdf
t http://trlbune.coh.pl,hory/5rt3oo9/n.n-kittiry{ff ,the-channett
' http://rcs€a.ch.allrcademic.comlinder.php?clict_tey-2f scarch top



Accorditrg to Collius Eaglish Dictionary "News of events that have t ken place

very receotly o. are iD ttre proc€ss of t king place is referred lo breaking news5" News

rooms gatherhg 8d receiviDg idomatioD fiom various soEces llke Bureaus, News

wiles, OSRS, research desk Social Media Desk, Monito.ilg Desk.

Every broadcasting orgadization has a setup to monitor the other Dews chaDoel's

screens closely. Mostly 5 to l0 top chsnaels are modtored at one time. Today TV

broadcasting codpetition is iDcrEasing day by day alIIoEg the news organizatioos, which

qeates lot of pressule on TV joumalists than ever in coDtext of news gatheriDg quickly.

TV joumalists tsy to consult those souces whicb alc close iD proximity, accessible and

easily available (Footelot, Maria. & Wiglcy, Shelley,2012).

But lBaay tiries these traditiooal soutces are oot available, oeither for gettitrg

idormatioo uor for coafirmation. For this purpose, oews €djIor rcly or alteraative sources

itr which the most cofirlno! practice is to mooitor tbe screens of other chamels and

broadcast fiese informatioa oD tbeir os! scleea aod many tifte as lheir owu hfoEnatioo.

Such qDe ofbroadc.stiog activity laid a debate on the Credibility of such ioformation.

In tbis situatio4 it is becomc difficult for audieDce to c.oss che.k its credibility

with otier rews chanaels. It crestes self coDceived perceptioo about the credibility of that

b.caking news. Due to lDter-Media coDpetitioq rapid 8nd abundatrt flow of iDfonnation

aloog with large scale ofadvslcemeats io techDology, the frltatiotr of news is becoming a

chsllcDgesble task for editors that are affectitrg the credibility of Dews. lt gets more

5 http:/y'rww.collinidictionary.com/dlctionaryhnslish/bre.ling.n€ws



complex sbape when the eveDt occurred in remole arcas or at night tihe, where News

organization sources usually become limited.

1.2 Brckgrolrd of th. rese.rcb:

Tbe gro*'th of private cbaonels with excaordinary rate opeDed the narket to a

*ide, diverse range of opiniotrs, actols aod interests- while this boom has been geD€rally

seeD as a positive indicator towards the fteedom of expEssiotr in Pakistan, the pace v/ith

which it has happened has also led to certah challeDges. Mai! amoDg these challedges is

tbe rcw techtrologies in brcodcastilg media aod saturated itrdusfy to €Dsure ethical

staBdrrds i! broadcasting co ent.

Accolditrg to "Repo oD Ethical Dirnemions of Media CooteDt h Pakista!6'

published by Pakistao Pless FouDdatiotr i! 2015 that:

"Ansuaers comploin about lalling standards, ofen blaming the nedia fot
creating 'bpe' over snall issues".

According to rcsearch oD tbe topic "Wlat drsws attentioD to breaking news?"

Andre3 Miller draws a result fiom her res€arch study that cotrst,,ltly hFing irrel€vant

"breakbg oews" is a questiotr mark on the firturc ofTV. She termed it "cry wolf'Ey to

gaitr attentiotr ofthe audience.

Along with this she found that Tv is Eyitrg to Eake aD issue more significrot tian it

+ is in actuality.

i http://gww.p.kin.npressfound.tion.orylwp-contenvupload.holslos/Final-bool.pdf



She fulther added that:

"The isual clulter and hD.rkinetic pace ofmodern TV news nake it hard*for
brea*ing wN,s slory lo gab vievzr's aoention .

I! this regard iom 2010-14, PEMRA has issucd 565 show cause notices along

with 50 wamiDgs to TV channels for False, unauthentic reporting, depiction of blood,

gore, severEly injured people, mutilated dead bodies atrd much morc that lpecified by

PEMRA code of conductT. According to PEMRA record, in 2014-15 ttre number of

trolices io oue )€ar is about 74 issued by PEMRA to chaDnels on contempt of broadcasting

codteot against amed forces. Same as from 2012-14, about 70 Dotices werc is$red in

cootempt of excessive foreigD cooteot Nd 2012-2015, about 29 notices in coDteEpt of

cooteat against honorablejudiciary. TlEre a!€ also 27 ootices werc issued fu 2012-14, due

lo co empt of content agaiDst Political digities,/Democracyr. ln lanuary and Febluary

2016, morc thsn two aod half dozeo uotices issued ro chaDnels ald PEMRA tale action in

the shape of 6le or suspeDsioD of liceDse'. AccordiDg to PEMI{A, all tie rctions arc takeD

acco.ditrg to the mles that are described Code ofconducs.

The sifuation became worst in Pakistad eleatronic media wbeD News broadcf,sted

as breaking oews on GEO TVro about lhe attack oa a famous joumalist 5nd anchor person

t hnp://t/ww.p.kinanpr€ssio!ndatlon.oB/wprontenvuploadr2ol5/08/Flnal+oot.pdf
rDatawas provid€d byPEMMaM da.ih .re included in "R€suks and ttndin8fchapr€r of rhe resea.ch
I hnp://www.pcmr:.gov.pV
s http://ww.yout'rb€.com/watrh?v=t533VOAdUeY



Hamid Mir which associated with '!ang Group of Media". According to DAWN

neur'spaper on its l gtb April issuer 
r:

"Unbtovn guamen on motorqcles openedjre on Hdnid Mir in Karachi on
Saluday, inju ng the senior reporler and teleybion anchorperson. The

incident took place on Sharae Faisal near Natho Khan Atea when lhe gunmen

openedire on hb yehicle around 5:30pn"

For this itrcideotl2, the GEO News represented lsl .s responsible on refereDce to

Hamid Mir's brother.

lrter thaD broadcasting these allegationsr3 live on Geo News, the ISpR deniedra

any concem iD ftis attack and demanded for irdepeDdeDt investigation regarding this

attackrs. Pakistao's anoy demanded the closue ofthe televisioD channel'6. The application

was submitred to the media regulator utrder Sections 33 and 36 ofthe PEMRA OrdiDaoce

2002 after epproval from tbe DefeNe Mi.Dister. After lhat GEO MaDagemelt has admitted

thei. iDac.uracy to broadcasting such allegatiols not in favor of pakistan Army ar1d

Pakistani and World\ top spy intelligence Agercy lsl (l er Services lDtelligeDce). Thea

the fiDal decision trlade by PEMRA is that to suspendrT the GEO,s license for 15 days till

20 June of2014.

lt http j//www.dawn.com/h ew s I 11(/u97 2
u hnp://www.un.wsw.com/tarihts/isi-involved.in,atract-on-h.mid-mir.pr€-a$acl.s!tatem.nt-of-h. lhid.

D http://www.dawn.com/newr/rr@972! hnp://www.dawn.com/h€w./1 r@972

: http://ww*.th€ruardi. n. corlwotldl2oL4tavl2],geo-tv-isi-spy-aSency-pakistan-miItary
16 http://M.the$Jardian..ot^lwortdl2o!4la$l23lpakln.n-army.demands-tv-nationdosure-

t http://www.dawn.cohlnews/l110979/pemra-suspend!-geo-news-ticens€"for,t5-days

s



' 1.3 PEMRA (Pakistsn Electronic M€dia Regulatory Authority):

ln March, 2002 the Governrnent of Pakistaa decided to promote aod rcgulatc

electronic ftedia through issuitrg licenses .!d monitoring. For this purpose a departtuent

established under tbe federal ministry of infofliation Damed PEMRA. According lo its

official *ebsite, PEMRA is abbreviated from Pakistm Elecaonic Media Regulatory

Authodty. PEMRA was established by atr ordinance i.e. Ordinance 2002. After tbe

establisbmeot of PEMRA fu 2002, 9l liceDses w€ie awardedl8 to dillereut

hdividualygroups till 2014 in which 89 chaDDels are in operational statusre. I! thes€ 89

charlnels about 25 cbaDrels broadcasting aews20.

l3.l PEMRA Mrtrdrter

According to PEMRA, it is ftandated for four objectives as mentioned oD the

official *ebsite ofthe organizatiol as utder2l:

"Inprove the stdndar& of inlonnation, education arld entertain nent;

Enlarge the choice availoble to the people of Pakslan in rhe media for news.

current ofai6, rcligiott haowledge, an, cuhure, science. technoloL,*, economic

development, social sector concerns, music, tpotts, drana and other subjects o/
public and nanonal interest :
Facilitate the dewlution of respoNibiliO, and poret lo rhe grats ruots by

ifiproying the access of rhe people to dass nedia at the locol ond conmunity

ELture accoudabiliry, troncparency and gad gowmonce b! optimization the

Jr ee Jl ovr of i nfo m d i on'

" nnpTTwww.pemm.go,.pk/pemra/im.res/doc5/pub-rep/PEMRA-REPoRT-2014/in.hx. hrml

'' " t'np,//ww*p.mm.gov.pklpemE/im.Serdocrrtv/li5r-of-li.ences-lssued-stv. pdf! http:/ ribu.e.coh.p*,/story/543009/rtart,ltllins-off-the-chrnnets/
x trnp://www.pcmra.gov.plr/



13.2 Pf,MRA FurctioDs:

PMEM hrs t5e followiag four fimctionsr for all the targct audieDce io couDtsy or out

ofcouatry:

l- FacilitatioDs

2- Regulatioos

3- Opcratioos

it Distibutionsserviccs

133 PEMRA Code of Corduct rld Rulca:

As the r€sult of an ordiEtrce which is called PEMM friDance 20024, PEMRA

was establisb€d in March 2002. lo December 2009, dew rules been adopted by PEMRA.

These tules are knowD as PPEMRA rules 200f'. Otr 196 of April, 2015 ftrr cod€ of

coaducl issucd, wlfch aoeodcd tbe rules 2009. The aoticc was issued as per direclion of

SCOP (Suprcme Coufi of Pakistaa). The 2015 code of cooduct crme i o its opelatiorsl

strtus aftcr long consultations betweetr oedia state holde6, media experts, govcmrnedal

officials aod PEMRA authorities.

According to a poll swvey h August, 2015 wbich was doae by DAWN rcwspape!

rbrurgh its e.paper, a closc toded questioo2s was asked ia the form ofYES or NO tom

readers tiat:

"Do Nt tiin* thot new elec.lronic n.da code of conduct will in ,rov. the
.xpcrterre oftelevisiol iewirrg in Pakiston?"

2 trttp/trrww.pemn.go\,.prl

" trnp//ra.ss. ta:. rag/pemra/-?pa8c ld=49
f, hnpr//58.5s. rE2. r8/pemrare.r€ id.s3
a www.d.s,n.comln€{s/12o3o17nsdcar-mainrts€sm



Accoding to the results26, 51.25% of tbe respondents vote polled to YEs and

48.75% in fever ofNO- The oumbe. ofthe respondeot was 5,463. It is relatively a mixed

rcsult but more tharl 50% agree witl question and cotrsidering Oat the new code of

conduct 2015 will effect positively on viewelship.

1.3.4 Orgrtriz.tiotrrl Structure:

Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority
Organogram

.Block Diagnm2T

' PEMRA is bead€d by cbainrtan who is appoint.d by rbc Premicr ofPakistao'1s.

:7 http://www.pemra.gov.prl

' http:/Ahem€dialends..pepemr..blolspot.com/2Ot 1/05/role-of-peml.-in-p.kisran-media.htmt



13.5 Working MechrdsE:

PEMRA is receiving feedback about the broadcasting coltent though:

l. Monitoring chanDels on 241l basis

2. Complaint mechaoism

For this purpose, couocils of complfits are workhg io capital along with all

provincials' capitals and other places in colmtry. PEMRA mechadsm is based oD

"cmplaint driven". PEMRA take a decisioo whether it is right or wrong or the basis of

tbe coBplaint aad chatrtrel staleEeDt,

Accordhg to PEMRA Code of CoDduct 20152e, the authority is dealing wilh all

qpe of "coutent" that are beiag on-aired.

1.4 Probl€m Strtement:

Breakiog news is extensively ia practice in PakistaDi bro.dcasting media to break a

story. Brerkfug news is a fast broadcastiog foreat foi news, in which oE every step it is

supposed that the originato.s oftbat breaking news have the ethical approach to follow the

code of ethics set by PEMRA and it has the matr&te to eDsule this code ofelhics should

b€ follow in b(oadcasriog cooteDt. An originator bas two Espoosibilities: to broadcast

breaking oews ald follov the code of €ftics set by PEMRA. Otr other side PEMRA is

responsible to implement tlet settled code of ethics. But as I meDtioDed itr the research

baclgroutd earlier that too 2010-14, PEMRA has issoed 555 show caus€ ootices alolg

with 50 wamings to TV chanDels for False, unautb€ntic rcporting, depictioD of blood,

gore, severcly iajured people, mutilared dead bodies and much mor€ that sp€cified by



PEMM code of couductr aod cveo 8 Deps cbaDnel (GEO) suspendll the GEO's liceose

for 15 days. This activity shows that there is a gap betweeo the followers (origin.ton of

tbe breaking Dews) ard the implenentation body (PEMM), This gap is affectitg Oe

quality of broadcasriog coDteDt, which is ultimately s think poiot for the credible

iaforniation. This g8p funher hdic.tes the implemcntatioa l€vel ofthe code ofethics and

raises a questioo lvhy media practitiong 8trd the implemeotatioo body ar. Dot oD thc srme

page to improve tbe slaDdsrds of inforflation.

After a crreful study, it is observed cvca tle word "Bleakiog Ncws" bave no

definitioo iD the PEMRA code of coaducy'ruleVregulatioos. Ooly Medi. corDdfssioo

chrr.clerized fte breskiog aews as 6d category of normal oews!2.

1,5 Objectives:

The study airrls to

> Highli8bt aDd cover tbe gap betweeD cunent oews media's Ethics p.acticing iD

Pakist ! aDd PEMM'S Code of Ethics.

1.6 Slgnlf,conce ofthe study:

BEakitrS News is a very commoo prsctice iD Pakistsai Eleclrooic .ledia aod

beavily itr us.. Ev6y News chamcl tries to telecrst its frrst h.nd ilformatiotr for its

vi.weE. Siice this iafomatiotr is v.ry brief rud trlecrsts on urgeot basis aad sometimes

t http://www.p.list nprusstound.rlon.or&/wp-conr.trVuploeds/2ot5/08/Fin.t.loor pdt
x http://www.d.wn.€om/6.wsll I lcl79lp.m6-r6pendrt.o-n.ws-ttc€nse.forl S-d.yr- http://wwwjupr€m€courr.tov.ptlweb/us€r_01lrFit./McdtaCornmirsionR.porrFin.t.pdI
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& trot fulfll thc lcws vslucs critcris slong wilh s€eEi[g r€s€mblalce il brcakiog ocws

c@tadt Hwrlo lcws chaD[cls.

SiDc€ cvcry or8 lizrtio! 6 slakc hold.r is io devclopmeatal phase strd therE is

Dueb€r ofloopholcs itr Codc of Coo&ct sod e.orliDg sty'e ofthe medis aod molitorilg

body. Sirce code ofcoldu€'t ody de.als coot ot of ocws aot productioo, but brcakilg ucws

is iDou€ocilg vieuqs lot oDly with coltcd bur also iE productioE stylc. lt is also helpful

to Evisit the code ofcoaducl of PEMM ald try ro cov.r thc problcEs lnd issu.s .ithd

ftciag by nedia or PEMM.

This 3tldy hi{hlights tbe g8p b€twea frmc-tiolll mcdi! ed PEMM'S Codc of

cthics ad furthefEotr, this study will also help to reicsigD the btlakilg ocws

styldforEar in tlc ligbt ofPEMRA's codc ofcthics.

Thc rcscorchcr coDstuc{cd rccommcndatioos in thc light of thc iatcrvicws of

Media Plactirioo.rs, PEMRA arthoritics, Mcdis ExFrB md sccoadary &t ioE

lftqa$t! available. Thesc t€cotueodatioos .te valusble for borb stake holders i.c.

Cha@lr ald PEMM.

tl



Chapter{2

Literature Review

Bre3khg News is a very conEron practice h Pakistani ElectroDic Eedia aad

beavily ia use. Every News chaanel tries to telecrst its firsl hand information for its

vieweas. Since this hfolmaliod is very brief aDd telecasts oD uagent basis and sometimes

do trol fulfll lhe Dews values criteria along *itb seemiDg rcsemblance itr breakiog oews

conte between trews cbamels. "Report aEd Reconrmetrdations of the Media

Comoissioo33" which was published in 2014, oD its page 17, normal content of news

tDedia is divided into 13 categories. 6s number category is refered to AJrnouncemeots

about "breaki[g news".

hgratr] (2014) staten that "Tbe fuore ofhedia is oot about breakiEg trews scoops;

it's about credibility asd rustx" Acc.rding to Craig (2009) many studies are coDducted to

test vadous dimeDsions ofbreakiog oews. He further added in his rcseaich paper that time

is always a considerable factor which cr€ies pressure on editors and reporters_ AloDg with

tirne he examined tbe soulce availability and coDcluded that larye media organiz_ations

have more sources thau those who small in size. It also cre3tes pressurc on editors aod

leporters io processing 6rst ha.ud iDformation received.

Nord ald Lrrs (2009) fufiher studied the modem technologies used in media and

algue that these oew technologies have geat i!flueDce oD trews processiog. They fi[ther

added that Dew techaology is not a clullenge for rhe media, but it is playing a supponive

I ttp,//ww.supremrcoun.sov.pvweb/uie. fites/Fite/Medi.CohmissionR€po4Finat.pdrx hnp://3it.oh.com/2oralos/O7th€.futur.-ot-medi. -irnt.about-b.eali.t-nes-rcoopr. it3-about.
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role h the development of oew media and creathg oore opportutrities for Dews

productioDs.

Colors have very significant roles io media production. Graphics are used

exteNively to present the content with morc appeali[g mode to vieweN o! television

scrce[ Red color is used in glaphics of bre8king rcws ploduction. Elliot & Maier did

research oD Psychological Effecb ofcolor in year 2007 and said that "Red" color affects

the viewer's mood and emotions:

"Colo6 in the red orea of lhe colot spectrun are loow as warn colors and include
red, orange and yellow. These rorrn colors evote emotions ranginglronfeelings of
warmth and comJon ofeelings ofanger and honilitv"

Teleyision is an audio aad visual medium ofbroadcastiag. ln this coDnection audio

has also sigDificant rcle. Audio, as music i! backgrouad itr hoEor format is in use itr

brcsking news. The backgrouod music allects tbe emotiooal response of tie audieDce.

A.aa Tajadura-JimCnez witb her colleagues il 2009 sMied the rclevance of souDd with

emotioMl response atrd said that:

"Approaching unpleasanl sound sources eyokc ,nore inlense emotional responsa in

The leason identified by Fl8lagin aod Metzger (2008) that due to new t€chtrolog/

the cost of news production becomc low.

Today TV broadcastiag competition is increasitrg day by day amoug the news

orgadzatioos, whicb cle3tes lot ofpressure oD ry joumalists than ever in coutexl of news

l!



gathering quickly. TV joumalists try to coosult those souces which are close in proximity,

accessible and easily available (FonteDot, Mada. & Wigley, Shelley, 2012).

Alolg witb this point Nord and l-ars (2009) argue lhat the exclusiveness of first

hand informatiotr inueased. Nord atrd lrss sFthesized the studies of Hamiltotr (2004)

aDd Prestotr (2009) and oade atr infereoce that cotruEercialization and inter media

competition becoming inlluenced factors oo Dews processing to i[crease its viewership.

Another factor that is examined by Nord and Lars (2009) is the coDtinuous production of

oews. Tbey pointed ou it in the studies of BeDnett (2004), Brighton atrd Foy (2007), Due

to this fsctor editors have very less time to evaluate trews stories as vr'ell as reporters feels

pressure fiom the trewsrooEr to provide fnst h8trd ioformatiob.

Nord and tlrs (2009) funhel addcd thst Dews is, it may be like a su4nise for tbe

audience. Ai this point Nord and lrls are poiDtiog to tbe Dew trend in preseotatioD of first

hand inforrnation ir the shape of exclusivc Dews. Nord and IlIs (2009) founded on the

study of Schulz (1970 Shoemaker ard Cohen (2006) th.l Dewsworthhess is based oD

Dews selectio!. lt meais ifa news story fteets with this criteria, it will become a big news

story automatically.

This lapid selectioD prccess of Bews led ao issue of credibility. According to

Schwciger (1998) caedibility becomes importaDt whea .lot of informarioD is available at

thc time of the s€lectio! process. Abdulla et al (2002) 6-Dds out lbat credibility bas great

iDfluence ou the success ofboth i.e. journdists and coErDercial success of organizatioos.
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The growth of plivate chaDtrels with cxtraordinary rate opeled the ftarket to a

rvide, diveE€ r.!ge ofopitrions, actors aod itrterBsts. while this boom bas beer generally

sern as a positive iodicator towards the Mom of exprassior ia Pakistao, the pace witb

which it bas bappen€d has also led to c€ItaiD chall€oges. Main aEotrg these challeDges is

the new technologicr in broadcasting medis and saturated indu$ry ro emure ethical

standards i! broadcsstitrg coDtent.

According to "Repon on Ethicrl DiEcDsions of Media CoEtent ' P*i$anl5'

published by Pakistao Press Foundation in 2015 th.t:

"Consumers complain about fa ing slandods, ofen blaning lhe ,nedia for
crea,ing 't ype' over snall bsues ".

AccordiDg to rcsearch m the topic "What dia\i,s altentiotr to breakitrg news?"

A[dtEa Miller dtaws a result tom her csearcb study that constr ly byDing irrelevant

"brcakiog news" is a questioD nark oD the future of TV. She termed it 'try wolf'tsy to

gaiB sttetrtion ofthe audieDc€.

Along with this she foudd lhsl TV is trying to make sn issuc morc siglific.trt thatr it

is in actuality.

She fi[ther added that:

"Ihe visuol clutler ond lrwrLinelic pacz of modem Tl n€1's nakc it hader lor
breoling news rroty to grob iewer's allantion'.

! trttp://wsw.pa[rtrnpresstoundation.o$/wpcont nt/uploads2o1s/OS/Final-book.pdf
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Ssbigas (2007) defines credibiliry as: "Believability, tlust, perceived reliability"

But P€w Research Ceoter conducted a research in 2012 and find out that for the secoDd

tifte believability ntitrgs in a decade shows declines for many major rcws channelsl6.

2.2 Theoretical Perspective:

Bre.kiDg News appeals on TV scrcc$ affer special treattuent. TechnoloSy and

humao iovolverneot is tbe crucial pafl of this process aid both have stoog i.ofluence oD

this process. Channel policy is playing as I mai! gatekeeper elemeot along with otheis

factols, i.€. Editors, more competitive eDviroDEetrt, owDe! direcy'indirect iuvolvement,

techlology €lharceEelradvaocemedt etc. ald the oost illpoltaot is rules aDd regulatioDs

settled by a staie's law for bDadcasti.og. The law tsies to pmtect tle social norms,

tladitioos aDd rights oflhe people. Broadcastitrg media is bouod to follow the l8w. ln this

coDnectioo ihe Social respoDsibility theory €xplails the situarion clearly. This social

responsibility theory was used by third wo d atrd most ofthe developiDg counries ln the

mid 20th century. ln United States in 1949, the social responsibility theory of press is

associated with "the Commission ofthe Freedom of Press". lo the book "Four theorics of

Press" (Sicben. Peterson and Scbramm) il's been stated that'?urc libenarianism is

antiquated, outdared and obsoletc." Tbat covered way for replacement of Libcnariau

theory with the Social responsibility 6eory.

-tntp.//*ww.pcopte+ress.o'f.l2}1:/(/l,ll6fiul.:ne.4edincjnrredibility-Etin$-for,mon-new!-
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2.2.1 Social Responslbllltl Theory:

Social theory has the lendency to allow anti ceDsorship environment lo free mcdia

bul along with this it will also encourage by the theory rhal media content should be

should bc discussed through public panels. lf the obligations corne over from thc

discrrssion related to public interference or iom professional self regulations either borh

o. each and media should accepl thcse. The social responsibilily thcory is fabricated

between tuo theories i.e. libenarian and authoritarian rheories. Libenarian theory giles

full frcedom to media bul on the other side authorirsrian theory gives authority in one

hand. The media ownership herc is in private hards or private. The social responsibility

theory is sprcad over from objectirc .eponing to interpretative reponing in which news

consists oo facts aod investigation.

But according to comhissioo of frccdom prtss'7 thar:

''No lo,rget gi|ing lo.ts truthlullt rother than ghy o nec.ssoni,- orrol!.ses or
intct?rctotire rcry,1 on focts fith .leor explonations".

Social respoNibility thcory is helped lo media to crcate professionalism tlrough high

level accuracy. infomation and as well as trurh. The co[xrission set some tasks for mcdia

lbal bascd on social responsibility as:

l.

2.

3.

Dcsigr code ofcorduct for mcdis

Dcvelop thc standards aDd values ofjoumalism

P.otectio! ofthe intercsts .od safcty ofjoumalist and journalism

!' http://communlcationthlory.org/.o.ial-r6ponsibtlity-rheory/
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L 4. Criticizc, clDd€Bm and EaLe somc Fnishmcnt/penalty for violating fic code of

cooduct

The iocLl rBpotrdbnty tt ory diof,3

l. Coasumer rcii@s" Community opiriotr ad professiotal ethics

2. Scdolls invasion of.ss€otial soci.l ilt€rests and accePtd pdvate lights

3. F6 ber&r E$lic s€rvicc it is coosidcr thar PdvaE owtrqstip io D€dir Ely gi\i€,

udccs to provfth bdt€r mcdia servicc the govermeot has to trl(G oy€r to assure

lic prblic

4. Media $ould be kept ir Efud ofsocid tlspoosibility aod ifthey do !ot, then other

ugaaizrtioo/s o govctnocat will do.

t 5. Thc Media Eay work lutonotnously but the c€rt8i! or somcthiDg is coot ollcd by

lhc o{ief Brblic qg.rlizrti@.trd SovrmEmt

23 Eypotterb:

Ii6: Crrrrot brcakiag oews l(tcticc i! P.tist& is not slactrooized x,ith tbe Codc of

Elhics ofPEMn

Hr: Curlrot PEMRA Co& of Etbic! is mt fuly irylcordbl€ in cumot odir ptlctic€

in P.Litu-

It



Chapter{3

Methodology

Husserl's phenomelological approach used to descib€ this phenomenoD, because

in Husserl's approach lived experiemes ofthe pafiicipaots are taten in account to describe

any phenomenon. According to him, meatring lies in a|r individual's experienc! and wheo

we collect experiences ofall participatrts, it caD interprEt a situation (Moustakas, 1994).

Here the experience of panicipants regardiog breaking news and Code of ethics by

PEMM taken into accoutrl. This phetromenological approach used before in a research

pap€r titled .s "Understaoding Brcakilg News fiom Viewer's Perspective: A

Phenom€Dological Approach" published in AcadeEic Research Intemational3s Vol. 5 (4)

oD July2014.

Thr€e Semi sEucture questionnaircs desigDed aDd lDde?tb interview coDducted

and participaots were interviewed by assuring thek privacy. Their hterviews were then

vErbatim traDlcribed. Esseotial statemeots frorn participants' interviews taken itrto account

as their specific experieDces and research6's perceptioDs brackeled out to aioid biases.

These statefteDts were tben joined 1o form tbemes atrd clusters to identiry aDd extact

meanirg. The intervie.rers raadorr y selected from Eleatronic media practitioDer, media

experts aDd PEMRA'S officials. For Ois purpose they iDterviewed for four news chaanels

to 8traly4 the level of crEdibility, Breakhg news s9e,/fotuat snd Code of elfiics settled

by PEMRA.

r www.savap.ory-pk{oumrls/ARlnt-y'yol.5(4}/20r4{5.4-31)-pdf
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Reserrcher io brier:

I am workiBg with a oews chaonel and in clos€ contact with news room atrd

broadcasting operations of the chaloels. I desiFed sehi structured questionnaires for i!

depth idterviews to avoid my personal influence.

3.1.1 Drt Co[.ctloD:

Primary &ta along lrith secondary data has been used for resealcb work. The

primary data collected in the shape of indeptb iDterviews aDd secondary data from the

prior available research on this topic. Nubber of panicipants was eight. They share their

rcsponse in the light of thei professional and day to day experience ia detailed. The

average duration of the interview ftom elch palticipaDt was about 45 miots. Beside the

direct interview, some chanDel executives were approached lhrough their e_mails.

Questiomaire for thef detailed atlswers was seot. The reasoo of this apEoach was their

respective channels headquarters a.e in Karachi and Lahore. ARY, GEO based in Kamchi

while E)ORESS, NEO, DUNYA based in Labole. ARY respood positively and sent back

the detailed answers while otheB rcspoDse were oegative. 7 out ofeight palticipaots \terc

intervie*ed directly at their rcspective organizations.

3.1.2 CoDlideDti.l st tus of p.rdcipants:

Participaots were informed sbout the natuie aod purpose of this research .Dd theit

priv8cy was also assured. They briefed about the whole process. The whole discussio!

was rccorded in audio format. All of them arc oD very rcspoosible position in their

20



respective orgaaizatiotrs; upoD their request they assurc4 tbeir peIsooal iDfoleation wiil

be kept seclet and anotryrbous,

3,2 Populrtion ofthc Study:

Media executives (CoDtroller rcws, Director News), Media Expens and PEMRA
Authorities (OperatioMl ard Legal Wing)

33 Sample Freme and Size:

Due to the limitations of tioe aod lesources, total eighi (D=08) persoN were

futerviewed. The composition was as uoder:

l. Meiia practitioner, 03 (ARY, Capital TV atrd ROSE TV)

2. Media experts,0l

3. PEMRA'S olEcisls, 02

3.4 Atdbut€s of the study:

l) Level of credibility

Accordiig to Meniatr-Webser oalinc dictiona4/e

"Tbe quslity ofbeing beli€ved or accepted as tue, rcal, or bonest"

2) Brerkitrg trews stylc/form.t

Br.aking Dews style rcfellEd to shuctural representatiou oD TV scrcctr. Ac.ording

to Diaiooary.cooa

'News lhat is happ€oilg atrd being rcponed or levcaled at this f,o6c "

3) Codc ofethiG

Accordilg to Collins oolirc dictiooary'l

Ihttp:/ .,ww.m.nl.m.w€bn.r.com/dlctlon6ry/cr.dlblllty

' http://diction.ry.r.f .reh.4.cony'brows€Are.kinrn€ws
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"An agrcemeDt on ethical standards for a profession or business"

3.5 Variables:

1. Rationality ofcode ofethics and news breakirg

2. Media Group Policy

3. PEMRA Code ofethics

3.6 Conceptualizatiotr of the Variebles:

l. R.tionallty of code of cthics atrd n€w. bre.king

Ratiooality is referred by ihe Meniam Webster Dictionarya' as

" Ihe q,/ality or staft of being agreeoble to reason "

Breakiog news is aD imponant part of Dews ia media broadcasting which

bridge tle lanice information and audierce. ln this process gate keeping rnay be

limited or sometirne minimized its role, but it Eay 8ffect tle credibility of ttre news

preseDts io the format of breaking oews arld fi[themore bre8king news format

itself tbe nalne of "somehiDg importatrt" for public or audieDce. since the

association of breaking news atrd its public or audieuce is co-related therefor€

some lillitatioos o. staodard operatioo of procedures are designed for broadcasting

media. ln Pakistan, lhese limitatioDs or staddard operatiotr procedues termed as

"Code of Ethics" by Pakistaa ElecEooic Media Regulatory Autbority (PEMRA) to

iEprove tbe quality of broadcastitrg iaformation'!. PEMRA has man&te to

implement these'tode of ethics" to rcgulate the broadcasting media conteDt. lo

'r hnp:/lrww.c6llinsdlctlonary.com/didlonary/english/code-of -ethics{ http//www.merriam.webner.com/dl.tionary/6tlon.llty
It trttp://m.pemra.gov.ptl
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tlis rcgard "Code of Etlics and News Bleakitrg is direcdy related !o each other and

thus both has equal importatrce io broadcasting.

2. Medir Group Policy

Policy is refeEed by the Meniam Webster Dicdoosry as

"A delnire cortse or delhod of etion selectedlrom aDrong dhemativ$ ond in
light of giwn condirions to guide and detemine present and fui/r.
decStot li '

Every oedia outlets have d€sigDcd lheir owB st8trdards, operatiog proc€dues

temed as 'lolicy'' as per their ioteresi/s. This policy is reflecting h bloadcastiog

cooteot.

3. PEMRA Codc of.thlc!

A,t agreem€nt on ethical standards is desigoed by PEMRA to regular€

broadcast co eny's. it is o.ndatory for every broadc{stiDg media to broadcast the

content or designed contelt as p€r Code of Ethics by PEMfuA. Tbese code of

ethics displayed oo PEMRA ve! page for gener.l awareness ,nd mcdi.

pmctitioocrs.

3.7 Operrdondlzeton of tbe Vrrirbles:

I! Pakist oi broadcsstitrg Eedia it is an erdergilg tseDd ald sbaped ir .s

'Orgaoizatioo Policy" to broadcrst first baod idormatioo ,s sootr as possiblc 8Dd

sorlctiEe igDorEs thc b.sic chcck lis! (Code of Ethics, Dews values ctc) to attracl the

audicnce aod develop atr imagc ia the oiad of audience to in touch for lrttice

iDfoEatiotr/s with that sp€cific Ecdia oudct SiDce the cxteosive lsc of brealiag Dcws

' http://www.merrlam'w€bner.com/dictionary/pollcl
2i



style have aD aggressive format of news prcduction, therefore it require more and special

atteDtion and treatment which only possible ifa p€$on have compl€te awaleness about th€

coosequences ofthat infomation to shaped it as breakiDg oews. For this purpose to .void

any cordplexity, code of ethics is the best guard. PEMRA has a Eandate 10 implemeot

6ese "code of ethics" to regulate tbe brcadcasting media cootent. lt is supposed thal this

code of ethics will sreamline the content of breakiig trews as mentioned in the

CoDstitution of Pakistan. According to the srticle 196 of "The Constitution of Pakistan'5:

Freedom of spcech:

'Every citizen sha hoee lhe ight to lte.dod oJ speech and eVression, and
there shall be freedon of the pre$, subjecl to ony reasonoble resrictiotlt
imposed by law in the inleresl ofthe glory of Isbn or the inlegily. secarity or
delence of Patistan or ony pan thera/ lriendly rclanons with foreign States,

public order, decehcy ot t orality, ot in relotion to cohtempl of court,

[connission oJ] or incitenent to an ofence"

3.E Limitatlons:

Due to tbe limitatioDs of time and rcsources, the rcsearch study is liflited to

in{epth interviews in which thrce channels ARY, Capital TV aad ROSE TV were

dtcussed.

This study has its liditatiod with respect to sample frame, time frame and

analytical tool. Therefore, this study govides an iisight lor futule directions. This study

sugges6 tbat sroog analytical tools sbould bc used in fifiher research atrd 8 large sarople

size sbould be used to conduct research i! this regard.

'! http://mediacommissionr€view.orylalti.1.-19-19-.-of-the-constitution-of'pakinan/r.VkD5XL.tlU
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Chapter{4

Results and Findings

Accolding to the methodology, eight participants were iDterviewed. Tbe interviews

were rsnscribed and necessaD/ descriptioos were formed iD tbe shape ofclusters.

Clusters are divided itrto ihree categories: Medi. Phctitiooers, PEMRA suthorities

and Media Experrs. Tle reserrcb was completed with extensive description offindiogs.

4.1 Media Practitioners response:

Media PEciitioDers are refenpd to cbaaoels' executives i.e. ConEoller n€ws, DiEclor

Ncws, Shiff In cbarge. Media Przctitiorcrs questioued about: responsibilities, oews

arrugemeoy'maosgemeDt, defiEidoo of breakiag aews, ch.noels' competition status,

PEMRA code ofcoDduct, time hame ofbreaking Dews itr a hour, availability ofjudgment

of news as brcrking news, prccrutionary messues for a brc3kiDg news, hfluence of

ch.mels' oo e.ch other, homogeneity of scrcens aDd its reasons, in-hous. training for

workers, chantrel policy, comrercial interests, tle ethical status of brcaking nerrs,

depeodeucy of chaonels oD brerking o€ws and is any altemate available of brcaking news

format aad how to i$prove breakirg Dews styl€y'fomat. These poiots were raised io a

questionnairc (see ln exure-3 on page 9I lor detail).

ID the ligbt oflbat questioEoire, the followilg responscs wcre came out and characterizcd

carefully ir tbe light of mentioDed points to form clusters.
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4.1.1 Ncw. Arr.lgcocrt/ Mr!.geo!!t:

l. VicwerB sre imports[t for a ncws chloocl

2. Try io c@v€y tlc lews ald coEply x,iih professioEl obliglioar

3. Try to girc oore iofqDliive lsvs !o vicwcrs

a. Rtn&vn is n&giug h Se liSh of vicwc6' likcoBs to Sn hig! TRp,g

5. Vi€ryrrs hld the tasts of Ga&rnim€ot str l ttcry trrttt Ga6ritrm€at in ews

nrdhg-l!

Audicnce lik@ess fo! cotrieot is the Erh ccltric point in the amoge|Er t of D€ws

cmtaot to lttracl lic vicu,rrs.

41, Br..H!g DCrr d.f!ftloft

l. A Major lrws dcvclop@€ot ttlt h,' !d boro dsyrd yei

2. Sucn Dsr.s, wtich imFcrs thc Drss€s is brrtting ocws

3. Big ostr8 is brcakiog acws

4. Aly lsm rhat brcsks rhiry routiae

5. Evlry iEpqEot lcws is bcakiag rcws

6. Brt*iog oces ir o ilsnc of tt DoEGot

Ilulfu.2:

Brcakilg rcws is r najc impoam rtcrclopna of the E@efi rod t.3 irya.i otr

ttc Er3s€s that hEs lot bcro rclayrd yat

t.

a



4.13 CL rcb' Cooprdtion Sartrlr

t. Prkisroi nedia is very cosciqrs atout copaitioa

2- Without aoy &lay oftiEc tt€ !ew! b brr.k befosc to do otD€rs

3. Tty to givc norc hformativc Eclirs to yisw€rs

4. Thc elcfioGic e€dir iD&rsty is itr I tiosfional phrse ofdevelopocot

5. Elc.toric Ecdir ed vicwlr; rll d tr8sitiood phrsc of dcvelopElot

6. WitL thc pmgc of tiBc virw€rs $'iU Dattlc

7. Mstnrd viewrr feedback is Esntred

nldh8rr

ir Ch@d3 rt! b coryctiti@ at6g eith &vclop@atal phsso Dot @ly chrorels,

h ib audicacc dso.

2'



,l.l.il PEMRA Code of Cotrduct:

l. PEMRA is morc politicaygovernmeotal body

2, PoliticaygoverDmental interfelence is tbere in PEMRA

3. Media professional input tbrcugh pBA iDcluded in the Code ofconduct

4. Beaurocracy try to get control over media matters for own interest

5. Some Doa-coDsulted elements are made pan ofthe Code ofConduct

6. Usually communicated the new tules

7, Every couD!-y has their own code of conduct for 0le media, according to their own

E6tem which suit them

r 8. There is uo rcgulatioo tbat restricts chaErels ftoln carryhg brcakitrg oews

9. To defitre brskiDg news is the ma[date ofDews chaDnel Dot ofpEMRA

10. The actual problem is associated witl coDteDt

I l. Defioitiotr ofthe codtert itr the code of cooduct is appropriate

12. ImpDvem€Dt itr content will lead the otler things to tle righr path

13. PEMRA code ofcotrduct has no sectioD which deals, breaking news directly

FindloS-'ll

The media professionals diticized lhe PEMRA. One criticism .aised about the

status of the body aDd said thar PEMRA is goverameoy'political body. Though we are iD

contact on tbe orgaaizational level tirougb pBA but due to some bureaucratic approach of

the PEMRA, it seehs PEMRA fy to hold coDtrol on CbanDels. AloDg witb criticism, they

.- declare the code ofcoEduct Elrted to co ent positively. Further, $ey highligbt that, code

ofconducl do not deal breakiog news as whole but ooly its conrent.



t

Llj The ftrDG for brcddlg rcrr la u iou:

l. Blcakitrg n€ws pGf, hottt i$ lot sct

2. NorEdrys, cv6y !ec,s cnad sMs ib E8itr tullrtir witb bt€a&ilg ocwg

3. E\ary !€rs,s cL.,','cl brordcasfilg at lcast it! 6tst t€o stodcs !s be0tiEg

4, &akirg acrs pcr bour is trd ryociff.4 hrt lorDslly 3 !o 5/ bonr ad i! lews

tullciinitodholtr

5. Stat r D.rys bulLaitr viti kealdng rcw:

6. Afrer l0 Bi[rrs ooc htrfing rcwr

7. PcdodicrUI ttr.rtilg n!rys help to gnb tic yi€xds rtcoti@

, trltrdhg-s:

Tt rE is oo icdl€d tirc ftmc u iqueocy of bGakiDg oem pc' hoE, but ole

Itipg is clce fim thc ffieatr ltrf !fter lmc finc cvery chroncl trics to brcat trrlws

I viA smc irternats of tiEc dlurghou thc tour. Due b this tcchnique adieoce qe buy
\o
l.- itr oc chlrod scrr€o for a loog tioc.

t
+
F.

E



,1.1.6 Toob to judgc the ne*s I! brerking news:

l. Thfie are no tools to loot this oews is breakiag or otherwise

2. Chaacl executives D€cides whether this news is brcakidg or otherwis€

3. Firs haad acws laods, is cstegorizitrg

4. Ifir falls in rbe breakitrg rcws category, it declared breakhg news

5. There is rc tool available to judge the news, whcther it is bneaking news o,

othetwise

6. bcbarge ofnewstoomjudge the aews accordiog to his experience

7. There is Do such tools available for a uewsrooo to deaide which story is a breakhg

trews

8. Th€re should bc a cdteria througi which a acws cao judge whether it is a brcakiog

trews or not

Iltrdhg{r

As a whole thcrc ar€ Do specific tools available o! desigDed cxcept the exp€rience

a[d wish ofthe authority to dcchE rcws as brcaking !ews.
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i
L1.7 hccmlionery Erltrrt. i! brt.EtE rtr.!

l. Try to cqwy thc Dcws rod comply with proftssioal obligatioDs

2. Ndi@al inter€st

3. hblh irtl(ls

4. Nd !o c[r.b chlos ia Elssrs

5. Nuioaal iNtitxionr

6. Bildlcrl Ehti@s

7. FodSlpolicy

8. Ttr objectivity of the asv6 should sot bc rftc.cd

9. Thc l8d.d nsws v.rifcd od thca daci&s to k!.dc.st

Ihdl4-7r

A posititrc 4pro8ch of thc ctaocls was otrcwed topEds the ststc rattcts.

Cballels ty to syoid &c br:akiog oewq which ig.irst or rct h Avq of thc sah, it3

ldioDd irstitti@s5 pcqlg bq rlhtioos vith sql4 st!t! iricrt*8.

tl



i
4.lX l!fucocc of[c?r ci.!ar] olt e.cl otlcrtrr

l. Tbcrc is ptcssuE ofcoDpetitioD

2. Chrocb iofueood each ottct io tL b(odcsltilg brElkilg Dcws

3. Btlaldnalcrys of@e choael is - r,:ng sedouslyio othcrc chaDocl

4. Chelck copy past trerkilg lcws of caci oth(r

5. Itc uonitriag desk is tt so@rfuy sourcc of lEry8

6. Monitorilg d.sk is a! iEpo rDr role

7. BEakirg r.,ws broadcastilg ir Dot drpcofu @ noBitotiog dcsk

It!dbg{:

Cbaucls' broadcastiag is etrding drc tLc coEpetiti@ rttd heaLing acws is

o@riiL'rd (hc ftst ed it!@edidr $sp to wi!. Oo ore aiic chraacls dcoy rh€ dQ€ofucy

on mitoring of o&a ciamcL, ht .t ti. satte tiEe rcclpt thc copy ptst troat of the

coteot oftrcakiog oews tom ttc cnhcr c.haonels' sc?€co-

in



4.1.9 Homogerelty of screetrst

l. lo cale of press releases, which shares simultaneou$ly with all media atld the! it

lnay appear at the s8rne time oa all TV chanoels

2. To soore extcnt copycat approsch is in exercise

3. Ihe aewsroom has morc rcsources than a reporter, thercfore somc oecessary

hformation sbare with rcporter beforc beeper

4. Into some exte , reponcrs 6re bricfed aboui the Delvs &om the newsroom

5. R€port rs cao refuse tbe b€eper ifhe does not satisfy

FirdirS-9:

The statcmeots show that homogeDeity ofsq€eDs duriog thc breathg js due to the

same trcvs wire aod itr some cxteDt cop)rat apprcach itr the co ext of the copy of the

br€aking rcns text. The other importa fioding is, reporters.Ir wotting witi v€ry short

lesounccs.
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{t.10 Tnlalng progr.Dr froD tltridc tie rc?r.tlllclr:
l. Thcrr are closd occtiag with &e top,n,hrgctprt

2. periodicat tahiag Fogler er roa rvailrbte

3. Dry io &y clp.ri€ocq try to st[e * L tie lcwsroont

a. Traidag pograos shodd bc coo&ctc.t 8fte! cv€ry iix lloDrhs

5. ID todry bto.dosiD& tnirilg plognEs hsvc Eoch sigdtcsocc

fhdtDg-t0:

Thc strtrmcD8 sLow that c.hrotel has ao policy fot lrop€r rrlidlg of Oeir

i croltas, 
]

3a
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{l.ll Ctllrd Po[cy:

l. Cb@rb hovc rhcir olrtr cditsisl polisy

2. O8Eizrtiotr lolisy tu frf,ible fc owEr

3. tr is edioirl policy to bNdc.st oo|r t{crtirS lcrws

4. Chamcl codc ofclhiB ir bolcd o PEMRA Codc ofCoodua

nldhg.U:

Chrocl policy tded !o oditorhl tolcd o PEMRA codc of clhic!, ht &c wlrs

of cSmcl co inrfct! ia thc brcdcr*irg opcraioo. Ttc othrr iEpofid in $ng 4

i 5tt rtllnrg mmbcr of hc&iag ocwf ir D(t of &. policy of 6c checl.

t6



4.I.12 Commerci.l hter68:

I. VicweE arc important for a ners chaonel

2. Electronic media moving with society raste

3. To get be$ TRf's, to some extent spicy content is iDcluded

4. Comtrrercial interests ofMedia owner's

5. Those lews challnels wbo brcadcast evef,y oews as breikiDg news has high TRp,s

6. Every chaftel bas to follow the same trend oftrcaking De$s to gain high TRp's

7. TRI'S is the brse of gaioing advertisetueots

8. Thos€ chronels arc not iD r.tiag who follow the definirion ofbreakiDg rcws

9- AdvedscDeDt is allocated to chaDnel otr the bssis ofraftiDg

10. Breakiag rcws is the Deed ofthc time fo, every TV chamel

I l. Bt€akhg Dews .tFacts t[e viewcr's atteotion

I 2. Full scr€eD gr.phics catcb morc attetrtiotr of viewers

13. Br€akiDg oews is using likc a book to i!c!e&se vicwership ratio

14. ODe treid is folloning by every TV chatrrcl, to teep red Ocn screeas for

DraxiEuE tim€

firdllg-12:

Co@ercializatioo a[d ilt€r media compctitioo becomiag iofluerced fsctots on

Deu,s proc€ssiDg to incEase its view€Ghip ro gaia higl TRp,s aad get Eore

advettisem€ots.
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,l.l.l3 The Ethtcrl St tus ofBrerking News:

l. Brc3kitg tr.ws practice is lot fulfilling tbe erhical

extent

values of joutralism to some

2. Tbe gap b€lween breaking oews broadcasting a[d ethical values will settle dowll

by the passage of timc

3. Currcnt t€ods ofbrelking oews is portlayiog professionals like noo-professionals

4. Elccrodc Eedia is dep€ad.nt on p.iat media professiooals

5. Iosufficieot exp€rience ofclectrooic media workers

6. It's a rrloog Factice to broadcast every news as breskitrg trews

7. Extensive brc{tiDg ,ews practice rcgatively affected th€ mood aDd seose of

viewership

8. The ocgative efrect of breaking oews is, viewcrs ale igoorilg othcr normal oews

stories

9. Bleaking news ctEates hype

10. Breaking lews is decreasiDg objectivity iD n€ws

Firdiog-13:

Brcakiag news violates ethicrl values ofjouto.lism to some extent. TV medium is

rdatively Dew ttau FiDt ecdi8, thercfore it is dcpeodent oD priot loedia professioDals,

which ar€ mt cspable ftlly to fuDctioml the chalDel and thus make important aspccts of
broadcastitrg. Media plofessionals acc€pt that cxcessive us. of brekiDg oews rcgatively

sfrecting the s€Dse ofDews ofeiewers ead aloDg wilt that ir oestes hype that decreasing

the objcctivity oflhc Dews. Io other words, trotr, days cbaorls, focus is subjectivity thaD

objectivity ia rcws contcat.



4.1.1,1 Deperdercy of ct.trrelr or bre.klDg trews:

l. Incle8sing use ofheakhg lews is due to lack ofresouces

2. Breakiag oews style is considetEd the easiest way to deliver a oews without any

delay and use ofexta resouces

3. Stsoog visual conteot is dircctly related to stroog aod high tecb resources

4. hsulficieut rcsources caused to depetrd o! full scre€! grapbics aad file footage use

in breakilg oews

5. Breakiag rcws bas ao tiDitation of time

6. Ssmc braking Dews caa be spread over time from a hinute to hours

7. lt is iDpossible to have a r€polter on cvery locatiotr

> Firdil8-la:

The attovc sbteme[b are a stong proof that chauels resources arc very liEited.

Thus. tbis frctor is ercouraging chaMels towards breaking news. The Breakiog oews is

coasidercd . b€st aod Iow cost solutioa which successftlly covering Dews wbeel, keep iD

competition.

la



d1.15 Altcr! tcof blt ldlg !crr:

1. Br€rliog NGws @ be coorsycd h ortcr foar

2. Altemativc ofbrealiag !G[s is rich cootcot

3. The lefls Fcrt ge / r@tt Dry bc thc altcrutive ofbqldrgDcws

4. Rieh cotrt trt is tEfeEiDg !o ExEtusivc visusl, yqificd aod urbiesed aerps

5. Rescarch brsed acws has obj4tivity

6, Brcrtiagacw should bc catlgorizcd

7. Ev€ry catsgqy has their owtr 4Ecifi.d colo( lcbeac ofgrE[i6

8. ln todsyrr ag:, TV is a more visual oedium lte listloiDg

fl!dl4-!5:

Ttc rcscotlhed baled .od v€rificd c@t€at wiich o@sirt qclusivc viryels co be

altcrnativc of Tie bcatiog Dcws. Atro,thcr srg8Esiioo csr AoB Dedh prof6sioDals i! to

derign catcgcies for brcrkhg rews al@g with spocific 610!.

o



4.2 PEMRA Authorities, response:

PEMM 8utbolities sr€ r€ferrcd to working with operational aod legal whg ofpEMRA.

Operutiooal wiDg deal the monitoring departoeDt, coriplaint departEeni etc aDd legal

wiog deal all legal matters rcl8ted code ofcooduct, law etc. Two rcsponsible pelsotrs were

interviewed in detail in the light of a semi smrctEed questioEDaire (See Anneture-4 on

Page 92 lor detail quettionnaire). euestioonaire was based on poiaa i.e. PEMRA

workitrg oechaaism, code of conduct impl€mentatiod, addrcss to issues and problems ia

mushroom groMh of television charaels, burdles i! implemetrtatioa, flaws in code of

conduct .trd proccdurcs, respons€ of chsloels and steps taken agaiast chalnels by

PEMRA i.o crs€ of violation-

ID light of these poi[ts the rcspondeots were iEterviewed i! detail aDd coDven it

into clusters as follow:

l. PEMRA is modtorilg sbour 50 chaDDels 24, houls ttrrough the modtorhg

s)rstem

Otr daily basis, alt the rQorts share with DG opelatioos

DG operation cvaluates lhe Epo.ts atrd theD PEMRA take actior accondiDg to

6at reports

General public record theL c.mplailts at the Com!,laids call celter

PEMM mcchanisE is based o! -cotnplailt drivetr"

PEMRA trke a decisior whcther ir is rigbt or rEoag oo the basis of the

complaiDt aad chaDnel stateDeoi

,

3.

4.

5.

6.

to



7. PEMRA bas tro cross cbeck mcchadsn to itrslr€ Oe credibility of bresking

rews

8. PEMRA otrly deal with coDtent

9. PEMM code of cooduct has Do slecial sectioD aboul brciking news to de.l it

direcily

10. Tbere is no bifinc{e l.w iD thc codc of coaduct 8bout brcrkiDg trews, its

duratioo dc.

I l. PEMM cannot rctrict a cbaDnel (inelusion ofberpcr, copycai etc)

12. PEMRA accept tbat brcakhg osws is aD iElportsrt segmeDt of ucws io get

rattiag

13. PEMRA calDot do to rcstrict Bews chaD[el from b,rekiog ocws race

14. Tbe primc rcsponsibility ofPEMRA is to chcck on the coDtent

15. Some scctioos ofcodc ofcoDduct 8rc still deb.tablc

16. ChaD.ocls .Ir usitrg some s€ctioos of code of coDducl with name of "Public

Intcrcst"

l?. Evcry ch&ncl has its cditorial board who dcsipcd snd impletrreDt their owD

codc ofcooduct

18. Th. editorial bo.d is supposed a 'selfrcgulaiory bodf ofthe Dcws chaiDel

19. lfa chamel oove towrrds 'sclf rcgdatory syslcE " thcD sihr.tioo ofmedia will

become bencr

20, It is I ssd f6cr that liccDs€s do Dot cDcourage the editorial bosrd

21. Dcby systcm isst8lled by some ocws cbamels rod host .re moviag towards it

22. Tbc dchy systerD mccbaoisnr may hclpfirl for sclfEgul.tiod
ll



23. In the past, chamels violated the rules related to Delay SysIem

24. PEMRA is lookiig very seriously the issue of Delay System Mechanism

25. PEMRA issued a number of notices aod wamiDgs to all chaonels to iGtall Delay

system

26. There arc still loopholes in PEMRA code ofconduct

27. There is still lums 8nd improvement in PEMRA laws aDd code of coDduct

28. PEMRA autborities arc f.cing some hudles io code ofconduct

29. Tbe maia hurdles are defi.EitioDs ofsorne subjective terms i.e. obsceoity etc.

30. Suprcme Coun of Pakistsn is also seeking to defio€ the subjective lcrms included

i! PEMRA code ofcoDduct

31. PEMRA will ablc to implemeDt the codes ker after dehning tbe subjective

tedns

12. PEMRA will propdly rcgulate the media aDd stakehotders will adhere also

!,Ioperly

33. PEMRA is in a revolutioa process and with tbe passage of time much

improvemc will be observei

34. PEMRA ordiDrnce rDrldate is to "Facilit6te a[d devclop private media"

Iltrdirg-16:

It is clear from tlc statemeots of PEMRA autborities that tley are working aDd

faciag: irufficieot suppon to rcgulatc tbc media oo opcratioDal sidc as well as oa

legislation side.

- Oo tbe oper.tion l side, t rbnically it is Dot possible to modtor mo.e than 90 chaDnels

opeDtiag h Pakista! at thc sam€ tilue witb baviDg facility ofonly 50 chaoDels to moDitor.

12



Arothff import8Dt fldiDg, PEMRA Egulalory mechadsm is based oD

Complaiats morc thaa a EodtoriDg by self.

PEMM acccpt th€y have !o cro$ chcck Ecc;hsliso for contrnt, lhc oDly complahts 8rE

providing th. bose for firthef actioDs.

Oa rhc lcgislativc side, qn roi code of condua is still debqtable i! terms of

Dsoy srbjcctivc terns. The codc of cooduc{ i! deal cootetrt, but sone sEbiguitica ate still

thqr. Alolhcs filtdilg Oar cldc ofcouduct caDoot dcll brlakirg re\rs as wholc, but oDly

th. coDlcDt oflhc br! kitrB !c*,s lite the lonosl !cws.

€



4.3,1 PEMRA Actions sgainst Channels*:

rdritr providcd by PEMM

FrldlD&17:

T.ble shows tbat in 2012 to 2014 PEMRA focused or forcigD coDtent aod took

actioEs .8si!st it but iD latcr years sp€cially 2014-15 &e focused of PEMM seeB€d otr

Armed Forr€s aad to some exteDt Judiciary. Tbe rcasoD may be the actiotr plsa agrinst

terrorism-

For ihe
P.rlod

Objectiorrble
catrteni rqdlsl

N.tur. of Dotlce tot l

l0-t0-2014
to

05-l l-2015

Arfted Forces Rerninder l6

74Show Cause 56

Hate speech oflltaf
HussaiD/Amed

Forces

Directiv€/Advic(all
channels)

02

l5-06.2012
to

28-17-2015

Judiciary Sbow Cause 23

29

Advice 03

Explanatioo 02

Wamirg (all
chau!els)

0l

05-08-2012
to

28-12-2015

Political
digoitievDemoclacy

Show Cause 06

27
Advice l0

ExplaDation 0l
Wamine 03
Notice 07

t446-20t2
to

30- tG.20l4

Excessiv€ ForeigD
Coote

Sho* Caus€ 38

70
Advic€ l5

ExDlaoatioo a
Waldnc 0l
Noticr 06

FiDe imDosed 08

4



4.4 Medlr ErperB' r€sponse:

PEMM exFris arc rpferred to those pctsoDs vho bave the wide cxpcricoce of

Eedia matters. ln tbcs. cxp€rts two p€f,soDs .rE opitioo oakers aad oue is a Eedia

coosultaDt, which rf,o[ted with Eor€ fhaD cight chaaaels aod establishes thcm. McdiE

cxp.r6 w€rc questiooed .bout lews srrsDgcmeot/Da[agcocot, defilitioD of brcaking

Dcws, chaoDels' coElp€titioD strtus, PEMM cod€ of coDduct, tioe falre of br.aLiDg

octrs iD I hour, availability of judgmeor of Dews as brclkiDg oews, Eccautioury

mcasurcs for a tEakiDg oelrls, i lucocc of chaaaels' oa e,.cb othcr, hoBog.ocity of

scrcas od its rr.so!s, in-housc trainbg for worlers, cbstrtrcl policy, coEEcrcial

btcrEstn Oe ctiicd stshs of brraldng tcws, depcadeocy of chaoacls oo brcaking ocws

aDd is sly altemstc svaihble ofbtlrkitrg !ct,s forEst rld how to hDrove br€{kilg ocws

Erylc,/fotEat. ThBc lroiots wert niscd it a questionn ie (see lnndure-S on page 95lor

&t4,il).

Ia the light of that qucstiouaiE, thc followiog rcspotlses wcrc cdne out rod

cbanctlrizrd c.rcftlly ia &c light ofocotioocd poiDts to form clusters.

a5
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,a.dl Co e lrl nrg.tn rt!

l. Arregroeo/ostrag€ment of lews cotttefi wili I particular way has grest

il[eorhcc

2. C@tcot D8trsglocot is v€ry iryortaot io trsws hoadcastiog

3. The r€sourceful media orgaoizatioDs arc very conscious sbout thc arraog.Betrt /

rntntB.rndt oftr sS cooteot

4. .?olitics" is tbe crieria fq !ss,s m6rgrnenr/,,r!r!gc,!cot i! p.ki!ta!

5. Viewq's litetress is priodtizitrg 6a lc!rc contEot

6. Tnditioally, Patilrei pcople dilqrss the pokticr

7. Cdrcrir ttd sct for cotrot Damgcm@t should be sodyzed

8. Ncws coot nt aDd EergrtEeot sho d be iDdcpcod€ot

9. B!r.Li!g Ews gives ody 6Gt hrld avrilable iDforalti@ lot full lGf,,E

nrdhFlEi

Viorcr's &€oess is Eiority io aaxs s@b1 eneg6.iu 8flsr8.@rot Politica i5

lh. mrn poilt of thc Foplc discltssio!. Th€rrfo,rc, eost c@teot of ltc chamcls

politicizcd itr !!tut€.

6



,1.4.2 Brerkhg trclts defiritlotr:

l. Breaking news is the udfoldilg ofaD event

2. Thos€ Dews, which has s large impact factor oo the masses or society arc breaking

uews

3. Live o! cxclusive visuaus ofrhe eveDt arc the esseotial elemeDt ofbreakiDg trews

4- Every oews is Dot brcaking news

5- The brcakhg rcws is that news about which, oo one has p.ior howledge beforc it

brppetred

6. The oost importaot oews is a trreakiog news

7. The Dcx,s, which rclated to the rnasses aod effect spectluo i! broader raDge, is

breakiDg lcrvs

8. The ocws, which h8s .timelioess., 
is breakiag aews

9. Breaking rcws sbould h.ve all lhe iDgredicnts ofrcws (trews valucs)

10. Breakirg nerf,s on shtemeDts arc uot br€aking Dews unless to evaluate tbe

imponrrce of that stateEent

I I . Breakirg aews is still undefioed properly, rrhich rcceptable to all iD pafi$.n

fiDding-I9:

BEaking is the most ihlrortant news ofao uofolding of8tr evcnt with large impact

frctor oo the mass€s or society lvith live o, exclusive visuals of tt€ eveat rDd about the

happeniDg ofth.t event oo oDe h.s th€ prior howledge.
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,1.,1.3 Elecfiulc medir competitior ltatusl

l. Today electsodc media are in tougb competitiotr status for high TRP'S

2. Elccaonic media are about tbe uacoDscious status towards the scrcea pleseDtatioD,

but orly for hiSh TRP'S

3. Excessive use ofbrealciag aews is a cheap practice to sell out the ncws

4. lt is oot aecessary to colsider brcalitg news as iDsta sourcc for news

broadcasting

5, Copycat coDtent is decreasing rhe lcvel ofcoBpetitioo arnong rcws channels

6. BrosdcastiDg ofcha&els is likc "dog race"

7. Evcry chro!€l is Eyitrg to crcsr. a pqr€ptioD itr the oitrds of vicvc-rs, lbat ir h8s

all 8!d eYerytrews story

8. Ev€ry oews cbamel wanis to highlight its scrcen

9. Chatreyeditodd policy, cx€cutives qeates ptEssule on Newsroom for specific

Dews as to broadcast as breakitrg ncws

10, Up lo 99% breaking oews may be frk i! s.nse to hoadcast as brcakiog news,

they Esy be just news

I l. To somc extctrt it is ptacticilg to bricf r rrporter for a @er
12. Nelr,s chsoDel tsies co6ta ly to tate I bc.pcr on br€{kilg Dews, thc Eporter is

rclevaot or aot

I 3. R.port rs are fue to givc bc€pcr o! the bicfitrg by the lewsrood or avoid it

14. Tbc sudieace ir Eaturiag with tie psrsag. of tiEe

ta



fbdll920:

The Chamels' corqpaitioo rim i5 ro get higb TRI'S. For this pulpose rhcy .re

tsyitrg to use bcakiDg lews io €xcessive form ro ke€p higblighting their screeEs aod

audieace tate aotice of ii. Due to this facror, tte rcn$oom is facing a coDstani pressur€

toD channel autlorities. This sinutioD cre8tcd a rcw foro of competition which called

do8 racc. A new &€nd in this cooptitioo is ia ptscticr which is called copycat. Another

practice that is exercisiDg with limited poftion by the lew$oom is to briefthe rqlo.te!, but

it d€peDds on r€pone!. Such foio ofcoEryetition is negatively afectiug the co eot ofthc

chaDiels. The Eedia experts ftrnier addcd that sbout 999o brcaking news are fake (fake

me5!s oot fabe, b{rt actually tbat lews arc not tr€akiDg bocause lhe said ouEber of oews

trot idilling 6e qiteria of br€8kiDg ncws. They ar! just lonnal oews, but presentcd as

trreakiag aews). The oedia cxpcrts show a positive rc?olse that audietce ee maturi[g

with the passage oftime, it me.ns the situatioD ofcorEpctitiotr wiu be better in ftturc.
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4.4.,1 PEMRA Code of Conduct:

l. Still, a gap exists between media houses atd PEMRA

2. To some extetrt PEMRA code of conduct is following but some spicy cotrtent also

coosidered Decessary to be broadcast

3. PEMRA code of cotrduc{ has the capability to restrict the race of breaking news

4. "FollowiDg practice" is providitrg a justificatioD for a channel over a notice by

rcgulatiDg body

5. Sense of rcspotrsibility is much better tbso past in tbe media

6. Still code of ethics in some extent has aEtbiguity i.e. obscenity, lslarnic values,

public interest etc.

7. Delay mechadsm ioslallatioD is the primary requirement for liceDsecs to oD-air

cbaDDel, still i&pleme ation rcquired

8. Copylight laws for viirals 6trd coDtedt catr rcduce the copycat treods

9. PEMRA has l.ck ofmedia professiooals

10. There is a communication gap exist betweeD media houses atrd regulatory body

I L PEMRA Code of Conduct is dealing indilecily the breaking rcws

12. For bre.khg news, there are Do criterit available so far

13. Prcvious breaking rcws of a chaDlel caa helpful for viewers to aml,"ze the

origiiality, autheoticity, and crcdibility ttrrougb their cor!,noD knowledge to

how about facts aad false broadcastiog by that news channel

14. Viewels aDd eonitoring body have igoored oormally to 6nal)ze tie previous

brelkiog acws lvith lattice avail.ble inforoation
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15. The PEMRA mouitoring Eechanism is Dot fulfilling tle lequiremcnts ofregulariog

lhe media

16. Monitorhg is one step forward specialized 6eld

17. The monitoriog atrd decisiotr maker has the practic.l experience and bactgound of

the professional joumalism

18. PEMRA code ofcoDduct is nol implementable fully due to uoawareEess, persoDal

irtercsts, igDoraftq coruption, ltndefined terds etc.

19. To blidgc the code ofethics and broadcasting rnedia it is u€cess8ry to overcorne oD

unawareDess, p€rsonal htercsts, igrcrance, corruption, uodefined tems erc.

Endtng-21:

Media cxpens showed a positive rcspoose thal th€ PEMRA Code of coodud is

crpable to conrol lhe situation ofbroadcasiiug bur $ill a gap existing between PEMRA

and channels. The ifiportafi aspects drst were highlighted negatively are: the

inplementation of the laws, ambiguities in laws 8nd terms that used io code of cooduct are

not cl€ar or not well defing PEMRA oflicials bave no professiooal joumalistic

b.ckgrould. Unawateaess, persoml i ercsts, corruptioD, ignor.Dce lack of professiomls

that Lave backgrouDd ofjoumalisD is the 6ai! hurdles facing by both sides i.c. PEMRA

aDd Chaonels.
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4.45 TiEe fr..Ec for brerkfug Dews h atr houE

l. It is an un-ethical io declaE brcakiDg lews otr houtly basis

2. A chmnel uill be considcrcd a top chaDel, if it has more breakiag news, this

theory should be discouraged

3. Number ofbreaking rcws p€! hour broadcasi is lot 8tr appriciateble appioach

4. Soee news chatrtrel is broadcasting breaking Dews ten times in .n hour to gab th.

view6's attentiotr

5. Duration of brakiag news sbould be based oo tbe specturo of efrects ad ils

backgrouod

: Ilrdi!8.22:

E)eerts oppos€d to Dake I timc pcriod ot fiEqu.rcy for breaking news on hourly

b.sis atd suggest that jts duratiotr sbould be bas€d oE th. specrruh ofefects atrd the eveDt

b.ckgrouod.
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4.4.6 Tools to Judg. the trews .s brerkilg nerr:

l. Tools arc available

2. hofessioml edito! is calnble to judge the news for brcaking Dews

3. Media profe*siomls should tle firll coDEol ov€' broadcasting operatioDs

4. Televisiou is a visual mediul

5. For brerkilg ncws sollc ccrtaitr paranretels are availablc

6. Avoid breakiag news, iflive o. exclusiv€ visuals ate noI svailable

7. Avoid television scr€€6 to use as radio or tclephoDe medium

8. Brrakirg Dews coDsists oD EoI! live yisusls aloog witt somc text

_ 9. BrEstilg oews oD state[rents are oot b,reakiog news unlcss to evaluate the

iDportaoce of tbat ststeE€Dt

10. Mcdia pmfessiomls have the ability tojudge ihe D€ws foi breaking ocws

I l. There ate rc spcciffc tools availablq to decide this uews is a breakiag rcws

I 2. $lteE€ots, lotificatioos, press rcle3ses should tot be broadcast as br@LiDg lews

firdlng-23:

Experts h.ve Eixed opitrion c€llre oo thc questioD of -availability of tools to

decide tbc aews ;s brBkitrg news or aot. All tbe experts alBost are at the same page lhat

oo specificd tools, but ordi@ry tools 0re may be [llofessioDal joumalistic experieoce,

avsilability oflive or crclusive visuals.

Th. other impotta.t lhat wss highligbted by expefis, s8id this pr.ctic! should be

- discouagc4 th8t rhe ch.Dtcls arE elercising ia brcaking Dcws coatcxt, is tle broadc€stitrg

ofstateinelts, trotiEcations and prcss rcleases a; brcakitrg news.



,L,1.7 PrccrudoDrryEc.lorcs:

l. The brcaking news should be vcrified aod fscnral within the available law

pr€qrises

2. Srate policy

3. Public intcrcsts

4. ttdividual rigbs ofprivacy

5. ForeiF policy

6. Constitutiotr oflhe Siate

Fhdltr8-,,4:

., Expc(ts sd prrcaution ry paramacrs for bpadcasting ofb[eaking Det[,s, eveD the

mu,s firlfilliog thc all tl€ l€qui'lmtDts ed qir€ria of breaking Dcws, but if it is

cobsidere4 it will ba violating the coDstitutioE, srstc policy, foreiF policy, public interEsr

aod itrdMdud righc ofprivacy, thea thc brcalcilg Dews should trol broadcrst.
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4.4.8 Inllrclcc of trews ch.meb oD ercL othr't:

l. Ctaonels are iaflueocing each other

2. Due to limited resources channels arc depeadeot otr each other

3. The [.ess resoulces chatrrcl is lnore dependetrt lhaD other

4. Duc to limit.d resources . cbau€l is depedeor oo clpy psste of t[e other's

scrce[s

5. The resourccfirl chamel shonld bc very carefirl in b!€akhg Dews bec.use othe$

followiDg hirl

6. the content ofth€ breakitlg news should be verified atrd investig.ted

\ 7. Vienrcrs .Ie ilrerested itr origisal cotrtcDt ia thc loEg tenn

8- Electonic media arc followiDg each otber screeDs

9. Reducitrg the Eodtoriog pr.ctice car rcduce the following practice irl chaDnels

10. Reducing the monitoring praclice c.n lead towards owD s&ong coDteDt

FildiDg-2sr

Expens eDdorscd that ch.mels arc hlluenc.d by each other. Ou one side, they are

h coDpetitiorL but rctuslly dependent otr csch other due to their liliited rcsouro.s. Due to

this rcason smrll ch.uels are follo*,itrg wit[out 8Dy verifcatioD aad invcstigation of the

news ofthose chaoaels which has sumci€ot resoulccs.

Accorditrg to exp.rts, the monitoring teod should be discouage aod odly verified

and iDvestigstcd nrws stufr catr tead to a stoug coDt€Dt, thus lhe.udieDcc *.ill ulriiarely

: moved towtrds origiDal coatc .
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4.,1.9 HoDogcldtyof r.reersl

l. Copyc.r cootetrt is qtatiog homogeacity screens

2. Homogea€ity ofscleens is limitiog lhe choice ofviewers

3. lt is impossible, that a chamel has wery news

4. Duc to st t rD.n:s based breating D€ws, screctrs turned ovcl iDto hoEogcDeity

status

5, h PakistsDi media fiajor pottio! of Dcws chatlrlels is caryiug out tbeir

h,roadcastiog operatiou with very mitrimum rcsources

trIrditrE-25:

ExperG support the ob!€rvation ahut tbc homogeDeity of sq€cos i! thc coEtext

of text .!d prcsentatiotr of aD eveat. Erp.(ts desciib€d fout possiblc rcasols of

homogcacity of sq€ens: fewer resourccs, copycat approach, difficulties to complete rcws

wheal atrd lews wircs.

Aaother fiading is that boEogeleity of scaeeDs caus€d to lilrit tle choic€ oftbe

viewers.
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{iLl0 Tnbhg DrofrrDr for clrtrrcb'rorbrt:

l. thcrc is oo t'ainiag Fognms Ec orrihble in a nodia orgmizarioo

2 Trrioilg rle noct iryonar p(t of to&y kordca8riDg

3. Te&obsr ed terds ir hoodcastig arc chmgiag very quictly

4. Highly profcs6iooal ad skillcd pclsoDr sEo hrodle thc &st trac,l chroges itr

eloctrodc Ecdia

5. Ahost cvqy c.huoel trf,r-laumhiEg trshiry Eovid. to s,oftls!

n!dbg-27t

E p.rts sho$,ed !€gativc !r6@se3 thd c.h8!els provktilg lrop€r taidtrg to

thcir qutcrr i! the liSh of rcw t€ahtrologies ed t€ods, which d! D€Eghg with

i elcctuic mcdia
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4.,L11 CoElm.tddltlcrcatr:

l. Brcrking rcws is usiag only ro ttt ct the viewcr's stt€otioo

2. Smaines ordiury acvrs broodcast as trerking acws

3. Oc,Hs' &cisi@s sre bssed @ thcir oru ad pcrsond ilt{rests

4. CoDEetEislizsti@ is aftctiog tic &cisions ofacdir professionals

5. SclfDroje.rioo ofa churl is rdvcrtiscnat ofsclf

5. Ncws sno d bc &ec fto!! adv€nis@eot &.ror

7. ScU projeclioo i! breaki&g aews iE r questio lnsrt 6 tte crcdibility of &!t

&9!t

8. Chanclr arc rhrahfrtly tyitrg to Erlf lsojccr h btr lilg !e$,s for lhc purposc

- ltat

9. Ctelcls c tryilg lhlt vi.,wcrs should wr$h lbco @ly rh- olhcr8' c[rorcJs

trhdl!8:2.t:

AccordiDg to €NQcf,ts, the c@nrrcirl iDic'lst of lbc chsDnel's owDr.s is st

Fiority trsc. To Bet Eofr busiDess, advcrti5clire re &c rcs.iy Fn of TV

trcaacasting. f4erts tmna addcd that thc bratiag rcws foroat ofbroadcastiag is &c

bcsi solutioo to gnb thc rltcotioo of th. yicwr(r od grt high 1X.P'5.
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,t .t2 Churd plcy:

l. Irchsioo ofrpicycooht is lsrt ofcsalel Dolicy

2. The €ditoislpolicy ir dep€od€rt o! cbratclFliry

3. Owna'g iatcrfcreDcc is iact!8sitrg i! cditorial poliqy aad day io &y broadcsstiog

op€rlfiots

4. Profersiml joruli$s aE lociDg tbciic@Eol ovcr c@tDt i! ftc rcEooo

5. ChueUditcid policy, Gf,ccutivcs cr€es FE8surc @ Ncq,rrc@ fq specifc

B{B ss to brudcast rs brEddla aov!

Ed!g-2rl

The €ditqirl poticy is depcodeat @ chaDoel policy that dcriFed by owuqs

i rccodilg to ttsi! irtcrest rod dso tics cdd (bc cdiioirt policy. Due !o fhis &cfo,

!rcfcssioosl j@rDdi6t o lrosdcaste8 bvc 6c minihlnn coDEol b tic lcwslom.
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{.,1.13 The f,thlcrl strtus of brerkiDg tr.rrs!

l. Selfprojection ofa Dews chsnnel is urcthical

2. Br€king Dews with a claim tllat '\xe ale the first one wbo delivering the

breaking rcws" is totally uaethical

3. Media and joumrlist's duty are shapiag up rhe public opi.tioq not to re_enforce

4. Some jouEalist is broadcasting planed brerkiDg oews fiom their pocket stories

5. Today oedia arc exercisiog breakiag news like wholesale item

6. Excessive use ofbrcaking dews is a cheap pradice to sell out the Dews

7. REDner's ilclusion fo! beeper without .oy reason is un-ethical

8. Most ofbreaking news is based oD political statehe s

9. Pakistad electrotric media fall iD the ..followers" category

10. Pakistad electroDic Eiedia Dever try to play the role ofa leader

I I . Breking Dews is exercising in Pakistan without any pafiuneters

12. Today's breakiog news trend is exe,rcisitrg due to lack of rcsources, t-aioiog and

professioMl decision makers

Ittrdi!g-30:

Ther€ alc tro settled paraDele.s for breaking oews Deitbe. ia PEMRA code of

conduct nor the editorial policy of ciaEnels. Stateoe based breakiog news arc exercising

in Pakisaa due to lack of resources, proper faining ald prof€ssional decisiotr makets.
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iL{la lfrcrlic ef brrrld[g !G[3:

1. There is m alt€rDrtiw ofkrakiog ncws itr all over the lodd

2. GFx lod VFx Ee thc coryulsoryclqncos fctrcati4 acwr

3. Stroug aad rcsearh bGsed cdcot rirh wirtc arglcs of inforottive ocrrr is lte

dtem.E oftllr&ilg lews

Endl!r-31:

Accolding to lrecrtr, tt€{r is ao altcrnate of hlatiag lsws fGDst Ttc acrult

foloat of brE*iDg tr rws is cosisB @ GFr, VFr .lo.,g wih nroog rDd reseac[ brrcd

c@t ot xrti$ fulfill ltG cslcocc oftE &iE8 Ew!"
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Chapter05

Discussion, Conclusion and Recommendations

5.1 Discussion:

Bre.king News is a very common practice in pakistani Electro c media and

heavily io use. Every News channel tries to telecasl its first hatrd informatioD for its

viewers. Sitrce this information is very brief and telecasts on ugeot basis and sometimes

do not fulfill tbe news values criteria along with seemitg resemblarce io breaking news

conteDt between uews channels-

Acc.rding to the hlTDthesis ofth€ res€arch curcnt brcakiog oews practice in pakistao is

nol syDchrodzed with tie Code of E6ics of PEMRA and fi[thermore, curreDt PEMRA

Code of Ethics and conduct is oot fully implementable iD curent media practice itr

Pakista!.

Ac.ordiDg to the results atrd fiodiDgs, cootent of the televisiol is arraoged

according to tie mode atd likeness of tbe viewels. Such $pe of ananged contenl is

helpful to grab tbe attention ofthe viewers (Fhdiag-l). This approach is io practice due to

Comaercialization and iater media competition which arc becoming iafluenced factors on

news processi.g lo incrcase its vieweEhip to gaiD high TR_p,s aDd get more

advenisemeots (Fhding-I2). For the commcrcial irter.st every chaDnel fy to break oews

with some intervals oftime tlrcughoul the hour to keep busy the audience for a long time

(Fiadiag-s). Comp€tition for coD$ercial ilterest is oDe aspect but Mosr of the pakista

chaDnels arc workiDg with very Ehi'lum resources, whetber it is otr tbe production side

or at tie acporting side. Thesc factors ale also eDcouraging chrnnels towards breaking



!ews. The Breaking news is considercd a best and low cost solution which successfulty

coveritrg news wheel ad keep ir competirion (Finding-14). The media expens suggest

tbat duration of brcaling news should be based on the specfum of effects and tbe event

background (Fhding-22).

But on the other side, Chaonels' broadcastiag is ellecting due the competition and

breakiog trews is coDsidered the first and immediate siep to win the mce, which caD

highlight the screen (Statemenr 8 from 4.4.3). According ro media experts, the Dew$oom

is facilg a coDstatrt pressue from chatrltel authorities (Fi!ding-20). Furtbermole. smal

chr@els .Ie follolr,itrg wifiout any verificatiotr and investigatio! of the news of tbose

chatrnels which bas sulficietrt rcsources (Finding-25).Accordiog lo media expens, such

form of competitioD is legatively afrecting the corteDt of tbe chamels. This situatioD

created a new form ofcor4,etition which called dog race. The media experts firnher added

that about 99% breaking Dews fake (Fake h a sense that they are oot tiue breaking rews

according to dcfinitioD or criteria), (Findings-20). OD one side chan els deDy the

depeDdency on mooitodlg of otber chauels, but at tbe sarne time accept the copy pasr

treDd of the content of brcakilg lews fiom rhe other chatrtrels' screeD (Finding-g).

Chaaaels deoied the copycat Eetrd, but accept it to some extent (Findiog-g). Due to

copFat practice the coDtent lead to plagiarism whicb agaiDst the Rule_5(7) of PEMRA

code of cooduct.

Reguls! traidng is atl impona segment in quality enhalcemeDt but chaDDels,

executives accept that chamel has tro policy for prop6 tailriDg oftheir workers (FindiDg_

l0). This is the conrinued violatio! ofpEMRA code ofconducr [Rule-8(13) and 20(2)1.
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In modem aDd competitive environment of broadcastirg, il is oecessary to have

specialized worker in tbeir rcspe.tive fields. TV medium is relatively new than print

media, tierefore it is depeDdent on priot media professionals, which are not capable fully

to firnctioned with the chatuel and tlus tiey igoore imponafi aspects of broadcasting.

Basically tley are Eaiaed in a eDviroirneDt in whicb for a oews nurnber of hours are

available but in TV broadcastiog you have !o margin to delay it. In this context, brcaking

oews violates ethical values ofjournalism to sofie exteDt. Media professiomls accept that

excessive use of breaking rcws negatively affectiog the sense of news of vieweF aod

along with that it creates hype lhat decreasitrg the objectivity of tle trews. ln other words,

Dow days chaD.cls' focus is oD subjectivity thao objectivity in news coDteDt(Fitrditrg-13)

wbich is against the Rule-4(2) aDd a{7xb) of PEMRA code of conduct. A posirive

approacb ofthe chauels was obsewed torvards the state matters. Chantrels fy to avoid the

breaking news, which agahsl or Dot in favor of the 6tate, its natioDat institutiois, people,

law, relatioos with world, state htetests (Findiag-7). lt is positive approach ofcbaDnels. lt

was observed by media expelts also (Fhditrg-24).

The niedia professiooals criticized the PEMRA. Ooe criricism was raised about

the status of the body aDd said that PEMRA is govemmetry'political body (Finding-17).

Funb6 tley ad4 tbough we are iD contact o! tbe olga.Diz.tioEl Ievel through pBA but

due to some bureiucmtic approach of tb€ PEMRA, it scems PEMRA tsy to hold conaol

oD CbaDDels. Along with criticiso, they declarc thc code of codduct rclated to conrenr

positively. Funher, they highlight tha! code of coDduct do not deal breaking Dews as

whole but oDly its conteot (Fhding-4). PEMRA also accepted that code of conduct only

deals co ent (FitrdiDg-l5).



According to PEMRA code of coDduct Rule-s, ellective editorial coDtlol should

be cns'uled iD live broadcasting but accordiDg to media executives, Cha[Del policy related

to editorial based otr PEMRA code of ethics, but the owner of chaDlel itrterfere ia the

broadcastitrg operation. This interfereDce of owners described by media expens is tle

editorial policy is depeudent otr chaDnel policy that desigDed by owners according to their

inlerest and also tsies coDtrol the editorial policy. The olh.r imponant fildiDg is

"ilcrceriDg Dumb€r of breaking DewJ' is part of tbe policy of the cbsnDel (Finding- I I ).

Due to lhis factor professioml jourualist or broadcasteE have the mioimu$ coutrol iD the

newsroom (Findiog-29).

Media experts showed a positive response that the PEMRA Code of conducl is

.{pable to cortsol the situatioo ofbroadcssti!& bul siill a gap cxisthg b€tw€€! PEMRA

aod chaaoels. Thc important aspects that perc highlighted oegatively arc: the

implementatioD of tbe laws, arnbiguilies in laws and tems lhat used iD code ofcoDduct are

Dot clear or trot rxell defiDe, PEMRA officials hrve Do professiolal joMalistic

backgouod. PEMM also showed positive rcspoDse and admit that there is some

loopholcs are still exists ia oew code of conduct of PEMRA, due to which thc authorities

ar! faciDg sooe difficultics in iftplementatioD (Fiodiag-16). Unawareness, persoDal

iote.ests, coEuption, ignoratce lsck ofprofessiomls that have backgourd ofjounalism is

thc msiD hurdles facing by both sides i.e. PEMM 8trd Chamels said by media

experts(FiDditrg-21). Media .xperts tunber.dded that Delay mechaaism installarion is the

pdmary rcquirsnent for liceDs€cs to oo.air chsnnel, still implementatioo rcquircd

(StatcEent-7 &om 4.4.4). PEMRA is looking Dow this issue very scriously (StalemenB-

23,24,25 from4.2).
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Oll the operational side, techrically it is ool possible to moDitor more than 90

chanrcls operatirg in Pakistan at tbe same time with haviog facility of oDly 50 chanDels to

monitor.

Another important fuding, PEMRA reguiatory lllechanism is based on

Complaints dore thao a monitoring by self. PEMRA accept they have Do cross check

mechanism for conted, the only cornplaiots are providing the base fo! further actions.

O! the legislative side PEMRA accept that, curreot code of conduct is still debatable itr

teIms ofrnaDy subjective rerms i.e. Rule-2(i), 3(a), 3(g), 9(3), ald 21. The code ofconduct

is deal conGDt, but some afibiguities aae still there. Furthermorc, code of coDduct calDol

deal breaking news as whole, but oDly the conteDt of the b.eaking lews like the normal

oews (Findi[g-16). Accordbg to PEMRA thse loopholes are using by chaDDels with

different patterDs like public iDrercsl. public inteEst, obscedty like tems are srill

debatable.

The findiDg related to statemeDt about the homogeneity, experts described four

possible leasods of bomogeDeity of scteens: Iess resouces, copycat approach, difficulties

to complete news whe€l and news wires (Finding-26). Channels respoDd that homogeneity

of screeN duriog tbe breaking is due to the same Dews wire aDd in some extent copycat

approach in the context of the copy of the brealdng Dews text (pioding-g). But media

exp€rts, said that the broadcasti.Dg of stateineots, notifications aod prcss releases as

breakiag news should be discourage(Finding-23). Homoge[eity ofscreeE caused to limit

lhe choice of the viewers (FiDding-26). Sucb actioDs which lirnited the choice of tbe

viewets is agai$t the PEMRA mandate.
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There are !o settled parameten for breaking news neither in PEMRA code of

conduct, nor the editorial policy of channels. StatemeDr based breaking news ate

exercising in Pakistan due !o lack ofEsouces, prope. uaidiDg aod Fofessional decision

Dmke.s (FiDding-30).

On a questioD about tbe altemate of breaking news cha.nels and media expefts

have mixed response. Both ageed that the bleakiog Dews should be consist oD live visuals

along with stroog and rcse&ch based coDrEnt which fulfill the esseoce of brqkiDg Dews

(Finding-15,3l)

Cha lels are in competitioo 6long with developmental phase oot only channels,

but its audience also (Findiag-3). The media experts show a positive rcsponse thar

audience is maturinS witb ttre passage of time, it means the situation of competition will

be b€tter in tuture (FindiDg-20).

5.2 Conclusion:

Breakhg news is a phenomenoD followed by the universal visual media and is nor

something urique to our part of the world. Tbis research wolk is corcluding wit! that,

both side either PEMRA or ChaDrels are ia developmental phase alo.g witb its viewers

atrd $e all the thrce participaats are agted that therc is trumber of loopholes iD Code of

Conduct aDd working style. Accordilg to experts code of conduct is fully capable to

regllate breaki.g news aDd PEMRA authorities also showed a positive response but also

pohted out that due to sorne legal hurdles, code of cooduct is not fully ituplemeDtable.

These hurdles are due to the aEbiguous terms in code of conduct aod still debatable.

Tbese parts of the code are using as safeguald iastead ofas regulatory law by channels.



However, over time aad witb more trairing aod . chaoge in the collective elhos, TV,

nedia joumalists will eventually tratrsition to I point where breaking Dews will be

curtailed to some degree aod the system will develop a bener check and balanc!.

53 Recommendatlons:

l. A! indepedent departmeot should be established which modtor the Dews

chaDDels

2. The said d€partneft issue a ,eport oo a y€a y or after sir moaths which describes

the Dumbq of breatiog tr€ws bDadcasted by a chauel aDd total DuEbe' of

helking aews.

3. This departneDt also amlyzes the originality, aulhenticity, and credibility of the

b.eaking news to provide st tistical dsta that how many breakiag news are fate of

a Dcws channel

4. N.ws coatent aDd hanagemeDt should be iodependeot

5, Media should work ro adopt self rcgulation aod followed it sEicrly wirh

lcspoosible maoners

6. Criteria that set for coDte[t managemelt should be sidyzed

7. Media professioDals sbould tle full cotrtrol over broadcaslitrg operatio[s

8. BtEaking ftws on statcmetrts are not breaking nerrs uoless to evaluate the

iEportarce of lhat statement

9. Copycat coDtent should be discouragc bccause it is decreasing thc levcl of

competitioo amoog news chalDels srd a baEicr for sfong cantedt developmeit



10. PEMRA code ofethics ill some exteot has afibiguity i.e. obscenity, lslamic values,

public interest etc. such terms rhould be deline as per by law and collective social

morals iD detsdl

I L Copyright laws rhould be revised for yisuals and conteDt lrtrd tbrougb proper

implemeDtatioD it cao rcduce the copycal treDds aloDg with heatthy competition

and as result matry Dew angles viewers can be seen itr coltent of channels

12. PEMRA should rake steps forward to hie Eedia professionals

13. The PEMRA rootritoring mechadsm should be high-tech because monitoriDg is

orc step forwrrd specialized field

14. Avoid brcsking Dews, iflive or exclusive visuals arE not available

15. The resourceftl chsonel should be very careful in content because oth€rs chaDtrels

are follo*in8 him

I 6. ChaoDels should try to convey ihe Dews snd comply *ith professiooal obligatioos

17. The objectivity ofthe Dews should Eot be affected il race ofbmadcasting

18. Politicaugoverlinental inierferencc in PEMRA operatioDs should strictly

discouiage as per law atrd rules

19. All chamels should d€velop s comEoo knowledge abou bre.ling oews

20. Cbanaels should work oo content. knprcveEeDt itr cobtent will lcad tte other

thitrgs ro rbe dght parh

21. Chanels h.ve their indepeDdeor cditorial !,olicy desigaed by professiooal

JourDalists

22. Electsoaic hedia sbould tcduce its depeDd€ncy oD print Eedia professiomls.
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23. PEMRA uke decision oo the basis of lhe complainr and verify it through

compliaocy statefiert witb chatrEcl statement. lo this case a common man though

rcgistcrcd his/her complaint bul fuiher process is not as simple as ststed io

PEMRA rulcs. Thereforc, PEMRA should t8ke actioD on the complaiDr by self

without itrvolviog the compliaDcy. PEMRA should stre[gtheD its honiloring aod

digitsl srchive. Visuals of the broadczsred content is supposed best evideDc€ to

cross check thc complaiDt aod take action on it.

24. Delay systeE is coDsider, oDe of tbe most importa.ot filte! point ofthe broadcjstiog

coDte aDd rccordilg to PEMRA code of couduct installatio[ of delay systan is a

basic rcquircmc for a chalocl to get liceose. PEMRA sbould iDsurE that delay

s)5teE b opcr.tiooal forE bcfore r chaadel stsrt its broadcastiog.

25. PEMRA sbould itBplemeot all rules of code of coDduct on cqual basis Dot oD to

prioritize a oDe lule atrd oth€r less.

25. PEMM should adopt ooe e{ual policy for all (medi4 public, govemmeDt

organizations, anned forces, judiciary etc.).
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Annexure-l

!!t rni r{xn.Ntlljtlt.tl-Iull.! zLl_!t:!.I:L !i_tlr_!.!t!

(x)vt.:RNMttNl ()t, t,AKts tAN
MlNrsllrY ot; tNtroRMAll()N, BROAIX.AS',llN(; ANt) NAl.t()NAt.

IItRrrA(it;
aaaaa

lslamabad, the tOh Augusl 2015.

NOTIrlCATION

S.RO. No. I (2)4012-PEMRA4OC.- Ifl .xcrckc of rhc poecrs
confcrrcd by suLs.ction (l) of Scction - 39 of thc Pakistan Elcc{rodc
Mcdia Rcgulatory Authority (Ancrdmena) Act - 2007, thc Fcdcrat
Govcmmcnt, io pursuanc.c of its carlici Notification No. I(2)/2012-
PEMM-COC datcd 9n Msy - 2014, i! pl.a!.d ro notiry Ebctronic Mcdia
Cod. ofconducl - 2015 that sh.ll rlplacc the cxistinS Code of Conduct for
Medis Broadc8rteB and Crble TV OperaroB (Sshcdule - A) of Pakktrn
Elccrronic Mcdia Pcgulatory Authoriry Rutqs - 2009.

'Sch.dulG-A
[&e Rulc - 2(lX0 aod l5(l)l

ELECTRONIC MEDIA CODE OF CONDUCT - 2OT5

l. Short titl. ud colnt!.lccDrDt :- (l) This Codc oay bc csllcd
thc Elcctronic Mcdia (Prognmocs srd Advcrtis.ments) Codc of Condrr!
2015.

(2) It shall comc inlo forcc rt ollc:c.

2. Dcliritioor!- (l) Unl6s thcrc is rryihiDg rrpugn rt in thc aubjcct or
contaxt -

(.) lqErsion mcaos *sprcad fals€ ad hlrtnful chargcs againsr
somcooc; attlck thc rcputstio[ of r pqrson with ha.tEful
dlegalions". Howcvct, a fair commc docs not mcan aspeBion.

O) 'contrnt- includcs programo6 and advcrtisrmcnts;
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(c)

(d)

(c)

(0

(e)

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

0)

(m)

"conllict zonc" mcans the arca wherc law enforcement agencies or
armed forces arc cmploycd for operaiion !o maintain wril of the
Elatc;

'tunent affairc programmc" means s prcgranmc that conlains
cxplanation and analysis ofcu.rcnl rvcnts and issues;

'footrgc" includes materirl tclec&sled by a brcsdcaslcr;

"foreign content" mearu a contenr rhat is producrd undcr dircct or
indircct crcalivc contol of forcigncrq fortign compadcs or forcign
broadcastcn;

"forcigncr" shall havc the sarnc meanings as assigned to it under
lhc Forcigncrs Ac! 1946 0OO(l of 1946) or any othcr law for the
timc beiag in forcc;

"indcrent'shall have fie same meanings as sssign.d to it in the
Indeccat AdvertiscmcnS Prohibition Act, 1963 CXn of 1963) or
any other law for the time bcing in force;

"Ordinancc" mcans Pakistan Ehctronic Media Regulatory
Aurhority Ordinancc, 2002 (XItr of 2002);

'lropaganda" mcaos disscmin.tion of any docaine, rumour or
sclcctive iaformation lo promote oac sidcd vicws on any
coniloversial issue, exccpt h public interest, and of public
irrportance.

'Foscaibcd organizrtion" shall have 6c samc mcaning as assigncd
ro it undc! rhe Arti-Ter.orism Act, 1997 (XXVU of 1997) or any
othcr law for thc timc bcing in force;

"sectarian" shall havc thc samc rnealing as assigned io it undcr the
Anti-Tcrrorism Act, 1997 (XXVn of 1997) or stry othct law for
thc timc being in force;

'smoking" shall have thc samc mcaniog as assigncd to it under the
Prohibition of Smoking and Prctectioo of Non-Smokers Health
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Ordinonc!. 2(Xl2 (t,XXlV 0l 2t)ll2).rr ry ollr.r lnw ,r,. thc ti||rc
being irr lirrcc;

(n) 'tenorisnr" shr|ll hovc thc s:rntc tcrring o! iNsillncd kr it uldcr lllc
Anti- lcrrorisrn  ct. 1997 rlr tny otlrcr law ftr lhc limc hcing in
forcc; and

(o) 't€rrolisf' shall have the samc mcaning os assigncd ro it undcr thc
Alrti-Tc.rorism Act, I 997.

(2) Words ard cxgrcssioIa ui.d but not dcfincd hcrcin shrll, unlcss
lhe contcxt oihcn dsc cquiris, havc thc sarDc maanings asgignrd to thcm in
thc Ordinrncc, thc nrlcs and r.gulalions m.de tharclndea.

3. Fnrdarr.narl priDclplcr:- Thc licrruce shall cnsuE thal :-

(l) No contcnt is aircd shich-

(r) i! ,aaimt thc Islamic velucs, id.olo&/ of pakisr.n or foundiag
falhcB of fic nttio, ircluding eurid.€.Azarn and Dr. All.ma
Muhrmmed lqbal;

(b) ircitcs or condonca dislodgcmlnr of dcmocBric sctul o&rinst thc
commrnd of thc constiMion of pakistan, providcd thar
digcussioB on implovetrlcnl of democracy shall constitut a fair
conttlcnl.

(c) includG a call to srms lgainlt lh. Fcdcdtion of patistsn or
.n)dhing lgainst the intcgrity, sccurity and dcfcns. ofpakistani

(d) Fss.s dcrogaiory rcmarlcs rbout.ny rcligion, i.ct, community
or usca visuals or $onds contampfuous of Etigious sccts aad
ethnic gnoups or which pomotc cornmural rnd sc.tairn titude
or disharmony;

(c) contains an)ahing indec€nt, obBcenc ot pomographic.

(f) coatains rburiv. commcot that incitcs hatr.d 8rd contcmpt
sialt sny individual or group of pcnons, on thc basis of racc,
castc, nationality, cthnic o. linguistic o.igin, color, rcligioq sccr,
Sendcr, ogct mcnt l or physical disability;
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is in violsrion of cnpyrighB or olfter rclstcd propcrty dghts as

prot cted und.r rny law for thc timc bcing in forcc;

is likcly to incite, aid, abet, glaoorize or justify violeace,

commission of any crimc, t ror or lc5d! to scriou public

disordcr;

is kno},n to bc false; or th.re cxist srllicicnt .rason! lo beliet.
thEt thc samc may be frlsc bcyond a E$onabla doubq

0) contains lspqsions against thc judiciary or armcd forces of
Pakistsn:

ft) amounts to iatiaidation, bhckmail or hlsc incrimioation ofany
Personi

(l) is dcfamatory rs dcfincd in th. law for the tirne bcing io forc.c; or

(rn) depicte behaviour such as smoking, alcohol consumption,
narrotics and dru8 abusc as glaoorous or desirabl.:

Providcd that whcrc showing of smokin& alcohol coruumption,

rurcotics and d.ug usa is ncccssary for dra.rDatic or cducational
purposcs, a clear waming as to injurious cffects of thc same shall

rlso bc showl simultareously.

(2i Wi6out prcjudic. ro any oth$ restictions in this rcgald, whilc
Eponing lhc ptooc.dirys of thc Parliament or a Provincial Asscmbly, such
portior of thc procc€dings is thc Chaino.,l of Scnrtc, thc Spcaker of
Narional Assctrbly o!, as thc casr may bc, Spcakcr of thc Proviocial
Asscmbly may hsvc ordlIrd to b. Gxpungc4 shall Dot bc broadc.st or
distlibured and evcry effori shall bc madc to rlleasc a fair account ofthe
proccedings.

. (3) Stalcocnts ofproscribcd organizatioos or thcir rcprcscatatives or
mcmbers shall ngt bc aircd unlcss ruch sistcmcnl is !o admi$ioo which
maybc in thc larg.! public htercst for cxposhg idcologXr, rbusc ofreligion
or barbari.nism providcd al*ays that such broadcast docs not in .ny way

(e)

(h)

o
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aid, abct, Srorify or givc crclNc t{r tltcir rrcilts iud wrrs in xny shlrJ-.. or
form.

(4) Privatc bch{vior, ittlilntnlion, cofltsnondcncc trnd convcrsation
should not be bmughl in(o public dornnirr unlcsr thcrr is I puhlic inrcr.xt
thet out*.ighs the plotection of Fivlcy.
tl. Ncwt rad currcrt slhirs progrimmar:- 'lltc licensc.c shall cnsure
thal :-

(l) Ncws, currEt aIFain or documcnary prognmmes shall pEscnt
information h an accunte aad fair m8 lcr.

(2) Any political oi.nalytical programmc, whcthcr in thc form ofa
talk show or othcrwisc, shall b. cotductcd in an objective manne..nsuling
trpr.scnt tior oftllc conccrned prni.s snd thc gu8ts shall bc Erat.d with
dur arspcct

(3) Progr..rnm.t oo sub.judicc manrr3 may b. aircd io hformarivc
manDq aDd shdl be hlndlci objcctivcly:

Provided thal no contenr shall bc liItd, which tcnds to prcjudicc thc
determiDrtioD by a c.url tribunal or ary oficr judiciAl or qu&si-judici.l
foruor.

(4) Ncws shall bc clcarly distinguishcd tom oomn.ntary, opinion
and amlysis.

(5) Unnccessary dctails aad footagcs of gory sccnes including
bloodshcd and dcad bodics shsll not bc aircd.

(5) Content based oo cxt acts of murt proclldings, police rcc.ds
and othcr sourccs shall be farr and mrrcL

(7) In t .lk showc or othcr similar programmcs, thc liccnse. snd its
cmployccs shall cnsur. thai :-

(a) information bcing pmvidcd is not falsr, disron.d, or misleadhg and
rrl.vad frcts ltr not supprBscd foa commcrcial, innituliorEl or
other spccial intsrcsb;
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(b) Ihc progrsmmc k conductei in rn objcctirc and unbiased manoeq

(c) proglsrnlDe docs rct dcbssr or d.tncal r pcEon or group ofpcrsons;

(d) docs not intrudc into p va!. Iife, grief or distrBs of individuals
unlcss $Jch idividuel is . public figurc rnd such inrusion is
justilicd ir tre public intcrest.

(t) Any ,Ersonal infeEst ofa rEportar 6 prescfllcr u-hich rDay call
inro qu$tion due impaniality ofthc progrrmtuc shall be discloccd rlrior to
iirin8 of rhc programnE rhrough an rppmpdatc disclaimcr.

(9) Ncws or ary othrr p.ogrammc shsll Dor b. rired in r mamcr
tla( is litcly to jcopardiz! arly ongoing inquiry, inv.stigation or tlial.

(10) Editorial oy.rsight: Th. liccns.r shall ensur. thei ib
raptescnlEtivcs, hosE ard produorF of thc progrsrnmc shall disauss and
tcvicw lhc co clts of 0rc program,'le prioa to p.ograrnmc going on eir /
bairg rcao.dad, and atl9u! that its contanb corform io, in laltcr ard spiril,
this Codc ofconduct.

5. Progreurmitg mir tnd liv. covengc:-No licensea shall broadcsst
eny liva lsogrammc unlcss thcrE is ao cflcctivc drlaying m.chanism put in
place h orde. lo cnsurc eflectivc rnonitoring and editorial contol in
confomity $ilh tbis Codc.

6. Colllict of ira.Ert:- Thc Liccns.c shall ensurc thEt rll liosc
ras-ponsibl. for conlent dcvclophcnt do ,tot ta&r prior advantagc of
information gaind in rhc coutse of 0rcir profqsional dutias for privatc
g.in, ircluding but not limitcd to progr.Ins ,clri'lg lo s(ock Earkct aad
finaacial mattcrs.

7. Phgirrirht-Thc liccnsc. shall ansura lhat r
(l) Its functionr.ics, padcularly thosc who er! .rc,sponsiblc for

contcd dcsign do not indulgc in phgiarism and whcrc contcnt ir bonowcd
tom anotlrcr rourcc, rppopriatc crcdit shall ba givcn to such soutra.

(2) In all prognmmcs whcrc facts.od figurci arc refcr.d to, thc
souEc th.Eof should bc quotcd for thc Blrpos. of crcdibility of
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Progratrltnes. ln cosc ol trl ltxrwlt sutrrcct il|rlnrrintc clitrilicnti()n slmll hc
made by the hosts.

8. Covcrrgc of incidcntr of rccklcnls, virlolcc rnd crlntct- .llr
liclns€e shall cnsurc tlBt :-

(l) Covcragc ol' incidcnt:i of accidcnts, violcncc and crimc shall not
incitc, glarrorizc or in rny way p.omote violcncc or anti-social bchavior
ard such covcrrgc docs not prcjudic! thc succlss of an ongoiog sccurity
opcralion.

(2) App.opriar! watniog shall b. givcr upliolt for conrcnt which
mry b€ potcnrially disturbing or upscfting so as to cnable viewcrs to makc
an informcd choicc.

(3) Scencs with violencc or suff.ring such as close-up shots of
pcrsorB brutally lorturrd or killcd shall nor bc shown.

(4) rcponing of incidc s of sdmq accid.rd, tlatural dis.stcr or
violcDcc dors oot crcatc hurdlcs in dispcnsstion of thr dutics of thc law
erforceDrtrt agcrcica, rcacur agencici hospitals aad docto6, ctc.

(5) Extrem€ cautiol shall bc cxcrcised in haodling themcs, ptots or
sc.n6 that drpict scx ollcac+ and violencq including rapc aad othcr scxual
assauhs-

(6) Idcntity of any viclim of rapc, sexual abusc, tqroriso or
kidn+piag or such victio's family shall oot bc rcveled without prior
pcrmission ofthc victim or victim's guardian whcre victim is a minor.

(7) Dururg ary ongoing r6cuc or sccurity opcration, id€ ity and
Dumb.r of victims or oihcr impodrr[ informatioa shall not bc rcvcaled
unlcss thc ssm. is warrantcd by thc rescuc or xcurity agcncy inchargc of
the operatioo.

' (8) dlcrc is no livc covcragc of any ongoing sccurity opqation by
thc law cnforcemcni agcncies and liclnsce shrll air only sucb information
.s Ilray bc wririntcd by th. security Egcrg/ inchargc ofthc opcration.
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(9) Liccnsc{ shall not air head morEy or bounty other than
anno!rcCd by thc compctcDt authority.

(10) Liccnscc shall cnsu.e that coverage of thc activiti.s in c.nflict
zonc arc canicd out in accordanc. with thc guidclincs issucd by thc
conccrocd law cnforccmqf sgcnci6.

(ll) Liccns.e shall not air spcculalile or biascd .eporiing ftat may
compromisc any sccurity opcralion,

(12) Liccnscc shall ansurc rhat aay of is rlponcr, camcri man or
othcr crcw docs not .nter the arca whcrc sccuriay opcrElion is bcing csnicd
out rpithout prior pcrmGsion of the security agcncy inchargc of thc
op.ration.

(13) Liccns€c shall providc ncccssaor plot ction ger, lnd bsioing ro
ilr reportars, cn neramen and othcr crew deployed for covcragc of 8ny
cdmr incidcnt or conflict zone.

9. RG<tr.caE.trt:- (t) Dramatic rr-enacuneot shall cnsurc samc rigors
as rcquirad for s faclual progrJrnme rcporting crimc.

(2) Re..nacttncnt ofary sex crimc shall not bc rllowcd.

(3) Standards in rcspect of cntertainment progiammes, rclating to
obsccnity 8nd gory icenes shall apply to such rc+nacltncnt olso.

10. Rcligiour tol€r.lcc ttd hrroouy:- Liccnscc shall cnsurc that :-

(l) rhc programm.s air.d by it do not c4oiain any dcrogatory
slatcmcnt or visual *hich is likely to lead to bi.s, hatrcd or disharrnony
with rcf.rcnce to any religion, scct, community or ethnic g;oup.

(2) bcliefs and pracliccs of any faith arc dcscribcd accuratcly when
discussed aad intcrfaith hamooy is promotcd at sll timae.

(3) no programmc or commcnt is .ir.d which incitcs o. coodone .cts
of violeocr and cncouragcs violation of law it tlrc namc of rcligjon, scc!
cornmunity or cth.ic groDp or any othar prctcxt.
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Il. Privacy itld pcftonal datr prct.(tioo;-'lhc liccnsc.q shall cnsurc
that :-

(l) Door stcpping for ,bchol proSrrmnlcs d(rs not tltc plocc
unlass a lEqu€st for an intcrvicw has becn R,fusc{ lnd door slctping i!
\xllranr.d by idcntifiabl. public intcrcst.

Explarration:- Door stepping means tha filming o ecording of an
intcrvicn, or altamptcd intcrvicw u,ith somconc or lnnouncing thrt I crll is
bciog filrncd or recordd fot broadcart purposcs without any p.ior rramiry.

(2) oo intsrviews rrc conduct d or arcmpt d io ba conductcd without
coIlscnt ofthc int rvicwce, savc io public in!q!st.

12. Proa.ction ot chitdr.r:- (l) Proglarnrne3 lrd ldvc.tiscsrcrlt3 mcart for
childEn shall not-

(!) bc prcs€nt d in a ma[ncr which may be distubing o, distlssirg to
childrcn or *tich mry in lny way sdvc.s.ly rtfccl th.ir gcn.rrl wcll
bcing;

(b) bc frightcning or contain violeocc; or

(c) bc dcccptivc or oislcading or agaiost commonly accept.d social
valucs;

(2) Thc liccnsr. shall iacludc appropriarc waming through o
disclaimcr bcforc airing y contcr that m8y not be suirable for chitdrcn.

(3) Duc cslr E ust bc ta&cn over rhe physical rnd .motioDrl wclfarc
snd lh. dignity of pcnons undcr cighlccn ycars of age who takc prfi or ue
otlrmvisc involvcd in programmcs. This is irrespcctivc of any conscnt
givcn by rhc participant or by a parcnt, guardiaa or othcr pcnon ovcr thc
sgc ofcightccn ycrrs in loco parcotis,

l!. Ilngurge- Thc liccos.e shall ensure th.t !
(l) Contcnt shrllmaintain propfi stardards oflalguagc.

(2) Abusivc or tdgar l&guagc shaU b€ prohjbiGd.
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(3) tf an abusc ratcs place that clntains languagc or gesturr that is
considered apology worthy by thc liccnsce and its rcpresentative, the
Eprcscntetiv€ must ask the gucst to .pologiz. immcdiarcly afler thc ollensc
has takcn placr.

14. Adverai!.mcnali- h would be rcsponsibility ofth€ Licensec thal r
(l) Advcrliscmcnts shall br in conformity wirh rlc lsws fo! the tine

being io force.

(2) Advcrriscmcas inlrnd.d fo! chil&B rball not dirrctly ask rhe
children to buy thc prcduct

(3) Adveniscmenls shall noi promorc ohscenity, violerrcc or othcr
activitics harmful to humsn hcalth or propcrry.

. (4) AdvertiseEcDts of any alcoholic bcverages, tobacro ptoducts,
illegal drugs or narcotics shall not bc aircd.

(5) Aoy hcalth rrlatld advcniscmcnt shall lot bc aircd wittout prior
permission of thc F€drr8l Govcrflmcnt or provincial Gov.rnmcn! rs the
c8se may b., rs rcguir€d under thc rclevant applicablc laws and thc
advertiscment so aired after obtaining necEssary pcrmission shtll stsictly
coDply wirh the terms and conditioB of the permissior.

(6) Adveniscmeus of tonerics, gambling or bcning as pohibilcd
under Palishn Penal Codc (Acr XLV of I 960) or any other law for the timc
being in forse shall nor bc aircd.

(7) A licens€e shall nol adveriisc or promote black megic, qusckcry
or suPrrstition.

(8) Exploirador of religious or nationalistic sentimcnts ard usc of
rcligious or national srrbols and anthcm pu.ely for ftc pu4oses oi
promotion ofa product or.ry quality in such product shsll bc prohibited.

(9) Advcnisrments shall bc rcadily ncognizablc as such and kcpt
scparale tom programmc.s.
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(10) Advenisements in lhc lbrm ol suhlitlcs, k)gos or sliding tert$
shall not excced a maximurn ofonc tcnth ol'thc wholc scrccn.

(l l) Advcrrilcmcnt! .clating ao t.lc,naAc{ing tclcshopping or othcr
olf.rs io makc phorE calls shall conspicuously idcrtify tlrc sppli.{hlc
clurges inclusivc ofall taxes.

15. R..lolribility lor.dvcrtiriogF (l) Lic.nrcc shall bc hcld liablc for
airing of illegal orprohibitcd adv.rtiscocn$.

(2) A sporsor, advcrtiscr or oth$ authority sfiall not inllucnc.c thc
co-ntent ofa progzrnnrc ir! such s wsy rs to inpair thc reqonsibility and
ditorial indcpcndencc of thc broadcastrr.

16, Pro!r.Dm.! lId rdvcrtk.rr.trtt to coEply r/ith tt! locrt lrrPt:_
Liccnsec ehall cnsuc that r

(l) Programrncs tnd .dicnilements conply with thc larrs for thc
timc bciog in forcc.

(2) Whcrc pior permisrion for aidng of.ny advcrtis.hcnt or
plogtarnmc k rcquirld to bc obt.in d ur ., rny larr, such advcrtis.mcnt or
ptoSftrmmc shall oot be aircd unl6s rcquisite prio, pcrmissioo has bccn
obtaiDcd.

17. Moritorhg .onElttc.:- Lic.Ercc.hdl cornpty with this Codc rad
rppoint sn in-housc Donitoiing committc. urldcr intirnation to the pEMM
to .osurc coDpliarcc of th. Codc.

18, Erro6 rnd corrig.lduE!- whclc qny frhr Dcws o, informatio[ is
.L!d, thc licensre shall aclnowl.dg. rnd co.rect it on thc ssmc mcdium
withod lDy dchy in thc samc manna rnd mrgnitudc as that of thc f.lsr
news or inforaation was aired. Thc conigcrdum slull bc aircd at
appropriatc timc.

19. tr cb ard opfuiorl Thc liccns.c shall cnsuG that !
(l) lf during a talt show or ncws show. gucst makes or asse s ao

opinion that is prrscntld as a fact, on a scrious iisuq th! channel and or its
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rcprcsentativc musl intervcnc 8td protect thc sudienct by cla fying this is
arl opinion and not a fact.

(2) If Ihc host / modcraror is giving his or her own opinior! he or shc
must also cl..iry that this is a pcrsonal opinion and nor a fact.

20. Rc.poblibiliry for complirr.. .rd tr.ilirg of cruployecsr (l) It
shall remain the solc rcsponribility of thc Liccnsce to cnsurr that thc
cont.rt riled by it complics with fic Codc.

(2) Lic.nse. shall arrangc for r.gular Irrilting of its employccs that
may be hclpful in pqforming thcir duties bcttcr,

21. Publi. iracre3t:. A pmgramme nay bc considerEd in rhc public intclcst
ifir:

(i) exposcs or dctEcls crimc;

(ii) exposrs siSniticut anti-roci.I b.havio4

(iii) cxposcs comrption or iDjusrice;

(iv) protecG pcople's hcalth and safcryi

(v) prcvcnls pcoplc from bcing misled by {ny statcmcnt or an
individual or organization; or

(vi) discloscs iaformatio[ that .ssists pcoplc io b.ter comprchcnd or
mate dccisions oo natters ofpublic imporbocc

22. Airilg of .ny .llcg.tioDr ctcr (l) Licrnscc shall oot air any
allcg.tion agaiBt any pc6on or organization unlcss rhc Iiccnsec has
crediblc information justirying such sllegatioD snd a fair opponunity to
dcfcnd such tllegation hes becn providcd to th. pc6on *'o.g*j,ion
against whorn allegatjoD js bcing lcwllcd.

(2). Vhcrc a scrious allcgation has teen madc by a gucst and rhc
accuscd is not svsilable dcpitc rearonablc cfforl rbe liccnsci shall adhcreio lllc plinciple of innocrnt unless pmvcrt guilty, aIld thc chanacl,s
repEscntrtives will, to thc best ofrheir ability, Eprcscnt the accus€d poirt
of vicw md dcfcnsc.
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(3) Licensce shall cll{oru th:rt ,cilsrntnhlc (,flx)rruriry of dcfcnsc and
rrply is providcd to any pcrson or orgnniz"llion against iny alleg tion
Ieveled against such Frson oa orgllliralion.

(4) Wiih rcgard to scrious occusations, thc liccnslr shall nol allorv
stly dcccptivc or rhisleading modc or mrnncr to pont-ry ony mafrriEl trr
evidencr of*rongdoing or that which is othcrrrise nol cvidcnce lt rll.
Zl. H.tc .peccht (l) Lic.Ncc sh.ll cnsrr. that harc sp.cch by any of its
cmployc.s or.ny gu6t io a progranme b not airod.

(2) Thc tic.nsEe lhalt not Elay .llegrrion! rhal fall wirhin rhc
sp.cuurtr ofhatc spc.ch, including calling sorncoDc .nti-prlistan, rraitor, o,
stlti-lsl.m.

(3) Mcre hatc spccch is rEson.d io by lny gucs! thc chrnn.l lJld
iis Eprqrntrtivc ,nust slop thc ,.nicip.nt lad rcmind hio and the
lDdicnce thEt no ode has Or authority to dcclar! rny orhc, citizcn .3 . tbrir
or.nqDy ofP.listrr, Isltm or any othcr rcligion.

Eqlarrdtoni Hat! sF.ch includcs any .xpr.ssion that mry incit
viol.nct, hatEd or disc.ihination on the basis ofrcligion, cthnicity, calour,
racc, gcndcr, origin, c.st.. mcDtd or physicsl dilebility.

2{. Sarld.rdr of b.h.vior:- (l) This Codc prrsents thc ttsrdards to bc
cooplicd wirh by rll ric liccnsc6 md ir shall always bc &c solc
rcsponsibility of thc liccnscc to .nsuc thc .4nirnt aiEd by it.is in
compliancc with thc Codc ofConducl.

(2) fiis Codc r.plrscrts sn !.fiirmarivc dcclarltion of
edcrstanding and compliaocc with baric valucs and objcctivcs that
licerBccs, including its coploycer and olliciats shall adhcrc iq rad thcsc
slllll bc ob,scrvcd iD l.tt r rrd spiril

sd-
(S,'.d Xhlz.r Afi Sh.h)
Dcpuiy Dircctor (PBC)

Mareg.r,
Prinliog Corporation of pakistar prcss,
Xrrl.hi
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llktribudor :-

I. Spcci.l A$istrr ro PriaE Minincr on Natioort Alfairs, pM Ofiice,
lrlaorebad.

2. RcgistEr, Suprcoc Court ofpakijtaD. Islrnabsd.

'f Acrtg ctrirom, PEMR ! Isl.n b;.
4, Principdl,rfoE ioo Oftccr, pID, Ish'l$.d.
,. Clrairmrn, Pakists Btosdcrst rs Aslocialionr, Ka6chi.
5. Srcrlt.Iy !o PriDa Mitristrf, pM O{tic!,lrl.oabad.
7, Scc.lfiry fo Prcsid.rt prlsid.ot SlcEted4 blrnsb{d
t. Glotr.l SccrE&ry, All p.&ishn Nc*rp.Fr! Socicty, Kar.chi.9. S.cIarry, C.bi!t!t Divisio4 lshmabrd.
10. Sccrarry, Esrblishncnt Divisiorr l!lrm.b.d-
ll. Slcrday, Lsw &, Justicc Divisiof tsh$ab.d-
12. Addni@al Srcllrary, MOIBNH, IstrEd.d.
13. Chairman, pflss Coulcil ofpatist!!, Irh6.b.d.
lil. All P.ofi.ial Chicf Scqltlric6 (puljrb, XpK Siodh, Biluchisr!4 G.B

It AJK)
I 5. All Provircial Sccrct ri.s lnform ion Dq,lrftcnts (punjah Kpf.,

Sindh B.luchisrn, c.B &. AJX)
16. DG,ISP& IslaaaM.
17. I\rD, APP, Islamabad.
18. DG, PBC, Islanrabed.
19. DG, EP Wing, IslaErbsd.
20. MD, PTV, lst.tnabad.
21. DG, Drccrorarc of ElccrDlic Mcdir & tubticario,rs, lsleub€d,
2r. DSO, MOIBNH, Isl.e.brd.
23. DMO, MOIBNH,Isluabld.

t*i^.,,5,t*
(sycd t@ Alt shrh)
Dcputy Dircctor (PBC)
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Annexure-2

E I.^IESI prlsraI fit D t sfttll oritrox

POLL

Do tor (hlot th. !.r.t dlonk
Eldh .od. ot .ondo.t wiU llrllioaIi. q.d.!{! ol Gt?rrlsioarl.virt ln htitta?

*OiDLG TTJ1IIXEDIA

POLI

=qr

vtEw REst LlS

In.!r ,os for frriad

16 Jr.2r* (!.Eoovor.,

-

No aa.?5t (r,66lhE,

-
Rlinn To Polt

Dt*w.d.rncom/n*s,/12030rrrnu<tca-rnainsre-"-

90



Annexurs.3

Seml Structur€d Interview Questionnaire for News Chanel Etecutives:

Int odr.doty Qrlestion

Tell Ec a little about your background.

. What are your profcssiooal duties accordiag to your designatiotr?

Llein Qrcstions

l) While ararying/maoagiDg conteot to broadcast on TV, how Etuch you expect to

give exposure to audieDce?

2) ln today TV broadcsstitr& brBkitrg ocws cotrsistently appears oo TV screens, how

you *ould lite to defi.e 'Brcakiag News'?

3) la TV broadcastiDg do you thiDl thai BreakiDg News style is mole iDstrnt source

io deliv€r lews to audienc€?

4) The currEot fomat of tle breakiag news that is practicing i! pakistad acws

charDels is frrlfiltiag the ethical values of jouralisE drawD by PEMRA for

brosdcasters?

, Beilg ao crecutive, what is your expectltioD fom oews rooo to bloadcast

keskiog aaws in an hour?
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6) How your rcw$ooms decide about lhe story that it should be broadcast as

bleaking Dews? ls there aoy toovs that 5our news room exercising?

7) When your news room is going to broadcast trews as breakitrg or broadcasting,

what is the most important thing in your mind or precautionary measures?

8) How much breakiog news of one chaonel iDlluerce (forced) the other chaDnel ro

broadcast that story as breakiog news irnmediately?

9) ln broadcasting breaking rews, can we ignorc the role of moaitoriag desk? Ifnoq

theD how Euch it iofluence o! breakhg news?

l0) men a charuel broadcasting bleakilg oews we ofteo observed that at the same

time on other channel lhe saine breakiog oews appear oE screen along reporter for

beeper, but insider claimcd that inclusioD of reponer for beeper itr b.eakiDg oews

to claim that they are the primary source or first handler ofthat bre€kiDg news? If
yes or to sohe extenl, theD whJ4

I l)Have you keep updaie yourself about the Code of Ethics that ale desigDed aid

impleoented for broadcastiDg media?

l2) Is there aoy code ofethics that deal brcakiog news directly or iodirectly?

I 3) Is thelc aDy traiDitrgs program arc available for youmewsroory'produclioD sta{f to

give awareoess about the code ofethics?

14) Do you thht ttrat brcakiDg Dews is ao effecrive style ofnews broadcastilg?

l5) What other format would you like to suggest as alt€mative ofbreakiDg Dews?



Annexure-4

Seml Structured Interview Questlonndre for PEMRA ruthorl(es:

ln rotttctory Qt c,,/ion

Tell mc. little about your bsckgroutd aod worl.

. It will be worth, If you sh.re the rolc of PEMRA ia aews broadcastilg's stsrdads ald

codc ofcrhics developlre ?

Motn Ql,6tions

l) while smugiogosDagiog cortent to bro.dcrst oD Tv, how much )ou expcc{ that

it givcYiDg oeosule to audierce?

2) h tod.y ry broadcastilg brcaking oc'r,s coDsistently .pperrs o! TV screens, how

yor would likc to dcfirc 'Breakirg Ncws" as Fr PEMRA guidclioes?

3) Is PEMRA codc ofconduct dclitr.s th. t rm 'Br.aking Nervs'?

4) The ethical valucs of jourDslisrE thrr drawD by PEMRA for broadc.stcfi is

suffici€ot to dcal thc brrakiog ft$s thrt is pr.cticiDg itr Pakistad !G\r,s ch.mcls?

5) Is th.rr 8try spccific law thai rllocat.s the frequeocy ofbr!3kiDg oela,s pcr bow for

lews chsloel?

O Art then spesificd guidcliacs avaihblc io Codc ofcthics, how to dccidc about the

story th8t it shoutd bc broadcas as trcetiag ocws? Is the& .Dy rooys?
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?) What PEMRA code of ethics suggests when Deq,s loom is going to bloadcast news

as bEakiog or broadcaitiDg, what is the most imponaDt thing tbat it should be io

miDd or precautionary m€s!rcs?

8) ls theie aoy mechaDism available at PEMRA io ensurey'cross check the authenticity

ofbre.king oews?

9) Delay oecbsDism is described iD PEMRA code of condtrct to iriprove the

statrdads of broadcastirg aad authenticity of news but When s channel

broadcastilg breaking news we oteD obseded tbal at tbe same time otr other

chauel tbe same brealing Dews apper on screcn alooB reponer for beeper, but

iDsi&r claioed that inclusion of reponer for bcepcr i.D breaking Dews to claim that

lhey atE the primary source or first handler of that breaking news. Two questions

are t-aiscd:

a) 'copy of screed cotrteot" led "hooogeDeity of screens which

agairst thc PEMRA'S maDdate 'Io edsrge cboice ofaudieoce".

b) loclusioo ofrepo(er and cl.im for first hsndler souce.

l0) wLich rul6 aod BgulatioDs of PEMM deal such situatiod .nd what ste!6

PEMRA cs! t ke? lt will bc wortb to sbaE statistics.

Il)ls PEMM monitoring mechanism fulElling tbe requircEe s for implcmeotatioo

of tbc codc of Ethics 6at are desigDed for broadcastiog nedi.? lf yes then why

gap bctwcco codc of cthics 8Dd broadcast€rs observed?

12) Is code ofahics cxcrcising by PEMRA dcsl brc.kilg ncws direcdy?

13) Tniaingr progatls bave very significsnt rolc in quality control, as rnedia

rEgulatiDg authority is PEMRA; coDduct/ing eDy trainiogs p,rogram for
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ocmrooE/erod&tion strtr to givc srpsreo€ss about flre code of €thic5? How

PEMRA Ey io build r clo6. rclatioship wirh oedie 6ga,izsti@s?

l4)Fo iqk@€otirioo, cxising of cooceracd hw is iEporht sDd codc of rihics

wfttorn iEpl€@otltioo is mly a piccc of pper.. Do ,ou fcsl o, ohservcd g8p

bcrwceo lar erisiace rDd iEpl@Gdltiotr of cod! of cthics?
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Annexure-5

Semi Structured Interviely Questionnaire for Medla Experts:

Inlrodacrory O@rtion

Tell me . little about your backgouad.

Moil Qt estiorrs

l) While rrraDgi[g/nanagiog coDtent to broadcest oD TV, how much you exp€ct that

it gives/itrg e)(posule to audieace?

2) la today TV broadcastiog, breakiag news coDsisteDtly appea$ otr TV screeDs, how

you would lil<e to deftre ,,BreskiDg News,P

3) In TV broadcastiDg do you thiEk that Breaking News style is morc instant source

to delivd news to audieDce?

4) The currenr forrlat of the bEaking oews that is practiciag in pakistaai aews

charcls is fulfilliag rhe erhicd values of joumalism drawn by PEMRA for

broadc&sters?

5) Being a media expei, whar is )/our cxpectstioo &oE D.ws cbaDnel to brcadclst

brerkiDg news in atr houfl

5) Whrt you suggest for.cwsroom how to decide about tbe story that jt shoDld be

broadcast .s btenkiog Dcws? Is therE aay tooys?
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7) When oews room is going to broadcast Dews as breaking or broadcastiDg, rrhat is

the most iEportaot thing that it should be io mind or p.ecautionary measues?

8) Is there aDy co[trectioD you obs€rved or you think that brenking news of oDe

channel iofluence (forcad) the other chamel to broadcast that story as breakiDg

dews immediately?

9) Monitoring desk is consideriag atr impofiatrt segment of newsroom. lo

bloadcasting bleaking news how much it influeDce oD breaking oews?

l0) Wheo a chaonel broadcasthg breaking trews we often observed that at the same

time or other chamel the same brcaking Dews appear oD screen aloog rcpoie, for

beeper, but itrsider claiEed that inclusio! of reponer for beeper in breaking Dews

to claim that they arc fte p.imary source or firn haodler of tbat brc:lcing uews.

Two questioDs are laised:

a) "Copy of scrceo cooteDt" led 'tofiogeDeity of screeDs which against

the PEMRA'S mandate .10 eolrge choice ofaudieoce',.

b) InclusioD ofreporter and claiE for first hatrdler souc€.

I l) Is PEMR 4, monitoriag mechaaism fulfillitrg the rcquiremeots fo! impledentation

ofthe Code of Ethics that ale designed for broadcasting media? If oot then how to

bridge code ofethics and broadcasters?

l2) Is code of €thics exercisiog by PEMRA deal breakitrg Dews dilectly or indirectlp
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' l3)As media €xpcc are th.te soy taitilgs ptogres )ou obs.Ncd that avsilablc for

lcwsrooE/grodw{io! staffto give 8w!ftness sbout &e codc ofclbics?

l4)For irylcoEoi8tion, Gxirtiog of cooc€rDrd Lv is i4portmt and code of cthics

withoirt iEpl€o€otati@ is odly a picce of popcr. Do 1ou fccl or obccrvert gp

bctrcen la*, exigteoce 8trd impleorBtrtioa ofcodc of ethies?

t5)What othcr fonrllt would l,ou like to sugget as rlt€rDativc ofbrcstitg trcw5?

*


