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ABSTRACT

The predicament of reconciiiation in Afghanistan is not new. Throughout the history, the assessment

and opinion of peaceful settlement have been shaped by repeated failures. The country is confronted

with a serious situation of loss of their lives such as on average stage 680 Afghan army have been killed

every month and 900,000 people became IDPs. To result in, the rank of 60 percent unemployment gave

a chance to global insurgent goups to recruit ground for militant ideologues seeking manpowel'

therefore, the government cannot afford the war against Taliban.

Negotiation with warring groups turned into controversial factor due to U.S' non-negotiable strategy of

2001 but later was reayzedthat military operation would not create peace and the only is reconciliation

to end the violence over the country hence High Peace council established for reconciliation and

reintegration with Taliban but the council led to breakdown due the monopoly of warlords over the

council leadership. Members of the Hpc had been in lack of clarity in mediation, negotiation,

reconciliation, and reintegration in their objectives thus they did not meet the demands of raliban like

remove nu*. oiTuliban leader from UN Blacklist, exact date of NATO troops withdrawal, establish

Islamic Emirate, amend current constitution, release of Taliban prisoners and eliminate ban on their

travel to illustrate it they see their survival in prolonging the current conflict'

To conclude it, the negotiated approach to peace talks with Taliban are championed by other countries

not the Afghan as they say the settlement with Taliban would be impossible without the at least silent

approval of pak and U.S but the tension of mistrust among Afghanistan. Pakistan, and U'S stocked the

roadmap of peace with Taliban. Finally the constructive diplomacy with Taliban was stalled due the

demise of their leaders and it was a bombshell for the peaceful settlement with waning groups'
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CIIA?TER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Afghanistan with crossroads position on the roof of the world has been in battlefield for the last

forlryyears,fromlgTgthecountryhasbeensufferingfromcivilwarandexternalinterventionas

Afghans are no stranger in to intervention across their boarders, however extemal intervention

made the country to suffer much more such as millions of Afghans became refugee to other

countries, thousands of them were killed during the civil war and conflict while the poverty has

crossed its limit, health sectors has collapse down, illiteracy reached beyond its levei' violence

and destruction has effected harshly every Afghan family, people walk between the line of life

and death on daily basis . ln a war weary Afghanistan fear tenible and violence took placed

everywhere,IndeedmajorityofAfghanswanttoputendtothehardship'civilwar'conflictand

instability they want to live in peaceful and stable environment with honor and

dignity(Whittaker. 1 999)

peace and prosperity would be more difficult in Afghanistan because the negotiated approached

are championed by none Afghans mostly by U'S' and neighbors countries' however the ongoing

peace negotiation with raliban are supported by them but stilr they are failed in bringing Taliban -

to the Tabie of negotiation. Indeed Afghan govemment itself did much more regarding

reconciliation with rariban such as the former president of Afghanistan Hamid Karzaisaid "People

in Afghanistan want peace, including the Taliban. They're also people like we all are' They have

families, they have relatives. they have children, and they are suffering a tough time"' it means

Afghan government is honest with all insurgent goups in the process of reconciliation' despite all

that the government did a lots of efforts in bringing insurgent goups to the Table of negotiation



that is why Pbace Jirga was held in Kabul, High Peace Council was created, Afghanistan Peace

Reconciliation Programme was established, civil society and other governmental and

nongovemmental organizations were involved in settlement of dispute resolution with Taliban.

Therefore, Afghan government had met with representative of Taliban in Turkey, Saudi fuabia,

Pakistan, China, Qatar, Paris, Germany and Oslo Nonvay just to put end to the ongoing conflict in

the country.

Reconciliation with Taliban is one of the most essential agenda of Afghan government and Afghan

people. So, the govemment started the process of peace and reintegation with different insurgent

$oups like Taliban and Hizb-e- Islami through channel of Afghanistan High Peace Council which

was formed on 5 September 2010 in Kabul. The council was established by the former president

Hamid Karzai.Burhanuddin Rabbani was it first chairman who was assassinated in 2011 in Kabul.

Cunently the council is having member from both side Afghan government and Taliban. Most of

it members are former offrcial of Taliban and warlord. The Council main aims are to bring Taliban

to the table of negotiation. stop the ongoing conflict and put an end to the killing of innocent

people. Despite that Afghan government with the heip of intemational community and its

neighbors countries want to frnd peace and stability over the country and resolve the conflict

peacefully to make stand Afghanistan on its own sovereignty. Ilowever Afghans have seen

nothings for the last 40 years except violence, bloodshed and civil war which was a bad experience

for them indeed political settiement and peaceful negotiation with Taliban might give chance

once again to all afghans to come back to their home" villages with honor and dignity and become

a part of the political systems under one flag and pride once again(AHPC.2O15).

The only way to end the current insurgency in Afghanistan is to start negotiation with Taliban.

Through the process of negotiation we can reach to peaceful settlement in Afghanistan while



looking to the present situation in the country almost an ending to frght is the desire of every

Afghans. Peace and prosperity is the number one agenda of Afghan government and Afghan

people, everybody want to put full stop to the ongoing bloodshed and civil war which was started

forty years ago. In this way, everyone wants to live in peaceful and safe environment without fear

and violence no body want to cross border to other counfies as war refugees, no one is interested

to live in war wear environmen! everybody has desire to end the civil war, internal conflict,

poverty, illiteracy, destruction of natural resources and killing of their sisters and brothers' A war

wary Afghanistan has been a baulefield for tactical, strategic and proxy wars by larger extemal

powers it may be due to strategic and geographical location of Afghanistan. A crossroads

Afghanistan has been in civil war and external intervention from 1979 till present.

Additionally, the 2001 air strike of United States of America on Afghan soil had emerged as

greatest threat to political stability of Afghanistan. It weakened the social stabiliry and peaceful

environment and made the situation turn to war and violence. After the tragic incident of 9/11

United States of America and their alli-es brought pressure on Taliban to hand over the leader of

Al eaeda Osama Bin Laden to them. discharge all foreign national which are imprison with them,

gave immunitv for foreign diplomats, Journalist and help workers such as member of NGOs,

immediately close down ali tenorist camps, and stopover supporting tenorist groups, give the

United States full access of investigation from Al-Qaeda camps which are located in Afghan soil.

According to U.S.A. Osama was responsible for World Trade Center incident but Taliban refused

to hand over Osama Bin Laden and did not accept the U.S.A. demands. However. speech of clerics

in Kabul on 19 September 2001, "the Taliban's ieader Mullah Mohammed Omar argued that the

US was using Bin Laden's involvement inglll as a pretext for removing the Taliban from power,

and that*re Taiiban were ready fortalks" So. in October 2001 U.S.A. started bombing Afghanistan



for the reason to capture Osama and destroy the safe haven of Al-Qaeda along with the regime

of Taliban in Afghanistan. Nearby that, the main purpose ofbombing Afghanistan was promoting

democracy and modernizationto Afghanistan but despite promoting democracy the country tum

to war, violence and promotion of insurgency. Importantly it clear to all that Afghanistan tum to

civil war once again and the thrown of rariban from power emerged as most potential challenges

to the security of Afghanistan once again(bbc,20Ol)'

1. REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Patricia Gossman (20i 1) in his paper "Afghan High Peace Council Fails to Reflect Afghan Civil

Societr," expressed reintegration is the prior agenda of Afghan govemment, policy makers' civil

societies and poiiticians. Afghan govemment wants to put ful| stop to the on-going violence'

bloodshed and insurgency over the country which is only possible by bringing Taliban to the Table

of negotiation. Therefore peace Jirga of 2010June was established in Kabul and the above Jirga

led to establishment of Afghanistan High Peace Council (AHPC) The council aims were providing

guideline and frameworks for peace talks with insurgent groups. Furthermore Afghanisun Peace

and Reconciliation programme (APRP) was created to bring and convince local and low-level

fighters to enter govemmental systems and facilitate insurgents by providing jobs and subsidies'

ln addition in July 2010 Kabul Conference of North Atlantic Treaty organization Q'{ATO)

members and world leaders was organized to support AI{PC and APRP regarding their stance and

works . all members showed their full support to Afghan govemment in the process of negotiation

and reintegration with Taliban. Later on in November 2010 in Lisbon Conference Afghanistan

peace and Reconciliation programme was appreciated by the members of the conference regarding



their achievements. Meanwhile all the above organizations and external actors were criticized

highly bl,Afghan civil society representative due to High Peace Council members because most

them were former Militia leaders whom fought each other before Taliban came to power, this lead

to the lack of transparency, clarity in their task and objectives and none of them including external

actors had clear cut idea about what is reconciliation in practice finally the criticism brought out

an idea to engage local leader, interest goups and think tanks which were not represented in the

High Peace Council (Patricia,20 1 1 ).

Thomas Ruttig (2011) in his paper "The Battle for Afghanistan Negotiations u'ith the Taliban:

Historl, and prospects for the Future" mentioned that Reconciliation with Taliban in 2010 was

moving forward without any clear cut strateg,v the govemmenl had only contact with low level

leaders of Taliban whose were not considered as neutral leaders to most Afghans. So. at that time

contact with high level commanders of Taliban was some have difficult due to the U.S. strategy "

a kill-and- capture" the strategy aim was targeting high level commanders of Taliban, Despite

NATO confirm to facilitated and give securitv to peace talk members whom were mediating re-

conciliation process between Afghan government and Taliban. Moreover. High Peace Council

which was established for reconciliation and reintegration with insurgent groups became a faiied

organization because more than 70 members of the Council were nominated by President Hamid

Karzaiwhose were unable to conduct meaningful negotiation with Taliban. for the time being

pakistani authorities also rejected and denied all blames for supporting and having control over

the leaders of Taliban, many do believes that peace talks with Afghan Taliban are impossible

without Pakistan cooperation as they are holding hostage Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar. deputy to

Taliban leader Mullah Muhammad Omar. But Afghan official sa1,s if Pakistani authorities denies

over having control on Taliban so they have considerable influence over them (Thomas, 2011).



Heela Najibullah (2011) expressed in her paper "Afghan Anempts at Peace and

Reconciliationlgg6 and 2010: A Comparison " PresidentKarzai is not the only one who started

peace talk with Taliban and Mujahidin. will in 1986 President Najibullatr also introduced

National Reconciliation policy (NRP) it aims were to negotiate peacefully with Mujahidin, give

them space in the govemment and share power with all opposition group including extremist, Even

the above policy was also support by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, But Mujahidin were

demanding the withdrew of Russian troops from Afghanistan later on which was done' also the

nature ofhis govemment 'Non-Islamic" was the main question, sooner PresidentNajibullah hold

two tlpes of talk with Mujahidin first, at international level second, at national level. first stage

talk were held between Pakistan, Iran, U.S.A and Soviet Union to facilitate the withdrawal of

Soviet troops from the countr,v and the national level aim was to bring peace and stability to

Afghanistan through National Reconciliation Policy. The NRP worked for almost six years until

Mujahidin took powerinlgg1.indeed the same policy being applied by president Hamid Karzai

in 2010, its name was Afghanistan Peace and Reintegration Programme (APRP) it aim was to

put full stop to the ongoing civil war in the country. He also convinced LIN and NATO, to remove

the name of Taliban leader from UN 1267 Blacklist, he started negotiating with all insurgent

$oups including Hizb-e-Islami whom are also demand the complete withdrawal of U.S. troops

from Afghanistan . will iooking to the historical context there is some common similarities

between president Najibullah National Reconciliation Policy and Karzai Peace Reintegration

process. But Karzai peace process has more support than Najibullah because Cunently

Afghanistan is Islamic republic so there is no Ideological Issue as it was during 1980s, Taliban

are fighting without clear-cut objectives. except international troops withdrawal and

implementation of Sharia in the country. even they are not clear that thel' are negotiating for peace



in Afghanistan or withdrawal of international forces. Despite president Najibullah with a good

structure of govemment, strong military and withdrawal of Russian Troops did not success in

negotiation with Mujahidin so how president Karzai would achieve his goal with his weak

governmental administration on depended army including the presence of Foreign troops which is

the main demand of Taliban while Obama is focusing on permanent military bases in Afghanistan

(Najibullah, 2011).

public intemational Law and policy Group (2011) menrioned in the article "negotiation

reconciliation in Afghanislar 'Negotiation means is to change the cunent situation of Afghanistan'

Several step have been taken toward negotiation between Afghan governments, Taiiban' U'S'

NATO and regional actors but regional actors will only play to role of mediation in the process of

negotiation. Throughout the history Atghanistan has faced with different movement against the

government every time the govemment has engaged with in negotiation and reconciliation with

anti- govemment forces such as it was faced during President Najibullah regime in 1986'

Different option were provided by Najibullatr government to Mujahidin like ceasefire, unity

govemment" share in power and much more despite all that the govemment fell down in 1992' So,

how Taliban will come and join the current Afghan government while Afghan government main

points are to breaking tie with Al-Qaeda" othet tenorist group and accept the cunent constitution

of Afghanistan despite presence of US troops in the country. At the same time a suicide bomber

who brought a peace massage to leader of peace and reconciliation programme Burhanuddin

Rabbani, the massage led to his assassination it means the Taliban still want fighting and

destabilization of Afghanistan which later on president Karzai said I will not negotiate with

Taliban I will only negotiate with Pakistan ( PIL&PG, 2011)'



Joseph J. Collins (2011) wrote in his book "(Jnderstanding War in Afghanistan" ln 2001 when

the international advisors anived in Afghanistan they realizedthat Afghanistan is shacking from

mismanagement of Taliban authoritarian policies, So, on almost 80 percent of the school were

destroyed, 25 percent ofchild die before the age offive, less than 10 percent ofthe people had

access to health care. After g//11 mainly in 2002 and 2004 the country was totally in peace and

stability much more was done in the economic and security sectors, But when the country divided

in two zones regarding security between NATO and ISAI that brought the security of the

Afghanistan under question. Like most of the NATO members countries did not let their soldiers

in offensive combat with Taliban, almost all the wars were canied out by u.s.A, uK, canad4

Denmark and Netherland, definitely divide in zones policy went wrong because this policy give

chance to Taliban to rebuild their groups like a small groups of Taliban was rebuild by the help of

Opium money, charity, help from gulf states and cash from al Qaeda' While the conflict had

started mainly in Pashnrn dominated areas due to the lack of Afghan Army and comrption in the

govemment. Especially from 2004 onward the Taliban is on the front page of Afghan government

regarding peace and stability (Collins, 2011).

M.Nazif Shahrani (2009) mentioned in his research paper "Afghanistan's Alternatives for Peace,

Governance and Development: Transforming Subiects to Citizens& Rulers to Civil Sentants" The

policies of United States and its international partners went un-appropriate and not suitable in

Afghanistan. Their policies were criticized everywhere because they failed in their promised to

bring peace and stability in Afghanistan and also policy makers doubt that military aids which was

allocated to Afghanistan ,US might not spend all of it in Afghanistan. Their policies were planned

weak and poor such as president Bush administrations should not be so soft about regional

countries, US and its aliies build Afghan National Army too late, at large number of foreign



resolyces should not be spend on poppy eradications, exclusion ofTaliban from Bonn conference

could be a mistake, US and NATO policies does not looks like they are really seeking peace and

stability in Afghanistan so the rnain reason of the above factors could be the comrpted

administration in Kabul, it need a systematic response to be solve, Additionally the US and it

partners should involve regional approach to Afghanistan crisis, such as chance should be given

to Afghanistan neighbors including lndia, Russia and Saudi Arabia with clear cut focus on the

role of Pakistan, long lasting peace in Afghanistan could be dispute with Pakistan on non-

recognized Durand Line without no legal reason, Therefore the complex relations between the

two country faced policy maker with critical question regarding peace in Afghanistan . the only

path for peace in Afghanistan is to legally reco-enized Durand Line (Shahrani" 2009).

Wazhma Frogh (2010) wrote in her research paper "Will the Afghan Government's Reintegration

and Reconciliation Efforts Bring Peace to Afghanistarn " Through militarl' perspective we cannot

solve the Afghan problems, there should be incentive based reintegration and reconciliation.

Process built up from all tribal leaders, warlord, Taliban and ethnics from all around the countries,

through which we can solve many problems. However negotiation like this would be acceptable

for all Afghans at any cost. Without doubt the important chance which was missed by Afghan

government and intemational community regarding peace and reintegration in Afghanistan was

exclusion of Taliban from Bonn conference in 2001. however in the Bonn agreement most of the

warlord were participated whom were involved in civil war in Afghanistan. Even though for the

last few years peace talks was started with insurgent groups (angry brothers) but the angry brothers

responded peace through suicide attacks gunfire and made the process of reintegration less

meaningful to most ofAfghan citizens. In addition Peace process means to the Afghan govemment

whereby insurgent groups put down their weapons on the ground and put full stop to the violence



by which they will be granted personal security, economical assistance, amnesties, and be part of

the political process of the cunent government. Peace Jirga which was created for reintegration

with angry brothers had only two main purpose first to remove the name of Taliban leader form

Blacklist of UN which was mostly done Second one to release the prisoners of Taliban from

International Security Assistance forces prisons (ISAI) which was also some have implemented

therefore reconciliation does not means just talking with Taliban it means to finish the on-going

conflict in the country (Frogh, 2010).

Iqbal (2014) said in his article "Quest for Peace in Afghanistarz "In Afghanistan the efforts for

peace have happened over the history even the peace talk have been going on since 2010 but to

most Afghan it does not seem positively because bringing of all insurgent groups to the same page

would be diffrcult task for Afghan government due to the actors different stance over the peace

process. However Karzai Regime was more focused on effort of Pakistan rather than use his own

diplomatic skill because he was in the view that no one has more influence on Afghan Taliban

except Pakistan indeed Pakistan might have influence on them but definitely cannot control them

at all times, More ever since a decade US did not did not transfer Afghanistan from a failed state

to stable state which was promised by them to Afghan people (Iqbal, 2014).

2. sr,q,rrMENT oF THE PRoBLEM

The controversial fraction inside the movement of Taliban was started after the death of Taliban

Spiritual leaders Mullah Omar and Mullah Mansor. The fighters of Islamic Emirate were confused

whether to enter to the political system of Af-ehan government and lay down their weapons on the

ground or keep on fighting against Afghan army and their NATO allies. In spite of the friction

10



- between the Taliban movement. The militants of Islamic State (IS) have emerged as new

challenges for them and as well as for Afghan peace talks such as ISIL Militants-Khorasan

Province [Str-- KP) is seeking for recruitnents of firesh militants by providing thgm huge amount

tlran Taliban and Al-Qaeda provide. Another point is in conflict resolution a ceasefire and

concession should be maintainbutbetweenTalibanandAfghan governme,ntthe point of"ceasefre

and concession" is missed. The split among the leadership of Taliban would give a chance to

Afghan government to overcome the fragmented militant units ttran united one but this case went

opposite in Afghanistan. Therefore, hopes for peace and stability and social progress were stuck

down.

3. RESEARcH euEsrroNs

To what extent the Afghan government was serious about peaceful political settlement with

Taliban?

meaningful?

F How extemal actors "facilitators" played their role

government and Afghan Taliban?

ta

11

peace talks benveen Afghan



4, OBJECTIVES OF RESEARCH

1. To explore and find out states weak polices structural content regarding peace talks with Taliban.

2. To analyze that which factors lead to meaningless and weakness of cunent strategies in the

process of peaceful settlement with the Taliban.

3. To illustrate the role of external facilitators in reconciliation between Afghan govemment and

Afghan Taliban.

4. To evaluate the role of Afghan High Peace Council and all accords which was held between

Afghan govemment and Taliban mainly it will focus on Saudi Arabia Pakistan, China, Qatar and

Iran and the role of above countries in the settlement of Afghans disputes.

5. To asses and find out the fragmentation happened among the Taliban leadership after the death

of Mullah Mohammad Omar and Mullah Akhtar Mansor and its implication on peace talks with

Afghan Govemment.

5. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This thesis will address and help policy makers, think tanks, students, academicians, research

organizations and non-governmental organizations concems with Afghanistan peace

reconciliation and reintegration context, and will effectively highlight all meetings which were

canied out berween Afghan government and Taliban regarding peace negotiations and

reintegration and will lead to understand the role of external actors "mediators/facilitators" who

are involved in Afghanistan peace process.

t2



6. THEORETICALFRAMEWORK

Discussions about reconciliation often focus on overcoming settlement conflict, especially tkough

legal, political or diplomatic means. Reconciliation also emphasizes on rebuilding trust and

overcoming ofpersonal enmities and extends to establish peace, harmony, justice, fairness, healing

and forgiveness however reconciliation in broad sense is a synon)rms of "negotiation" which refers

face to face talks. To reach an agreement on a situation that seems as sources or reason of conflict

problems (Komesaroff, 2008). Till now there is no single definition about reconciliation, different

scholars defined in different ways but according to Brouneus (2003) Reconciliation "is a societal

process that involves mutual acknowledgment of past suffering and the changing of destructive

attitudes and behavior into constructive relationships toward sustainable peace" Reconciliation

simply can be define to prevent conflict in war turn societies. Furthermore the most important

factors which should be discussed and perceived in reconciliation are religious. socio-cultural,

economic, political, psychological, and juridical aspects of reconciliation (Boruneus. 2003).

In a country like Afghanistan it would be difficult to fit a case in this picture because over the

history reconciliation in Afghaniskn have not yet reached an agreement on what constitutes

national interest ofdisputed parties because for negotiation frrst is to consent on talks and second

the presence of disputed parties in negotiation that case in Afghanistan is like the Afghan

govemment called the Taliban for negotiation but Taliban perceived that meaningless Taliban said

we would not negotiate with a "puppet regime" (Rustam.2015) . The Taiiban even change the

direction of negotiation sometime they talks with the govemment of United States not Afghan

government vice versa. For a conflict resolution national and local initiatives should be perceived

that is what Taliban missed in Afghanistan.

1.3



The dilemma of reconciliation in Afghanistan is not new and it should not be surprised, throughout

the history in Afghanistan reconciliation have shaped by repeated failures especially during late

1980s , Dr. Najibullah several times tried to reconcile with Mujahedeen, he declared his National

Reconciliation Policy (NRP) on broad sense for the planning support for reconciliation . He

traveled to different European countries for broader support he mentioned to the world that

Afghanistan will tum to civil war and war tum society but despite all that he failed, and his all

efforts were rejected by Mujahedeen because they called his regime Soviet Union (SU) puppet

regime. Thus, the same situation is currently being repeated by the Taliban who called Cunent

govemment "west puppet regime" indeed successfulreconciliation initiatives should be examined

in the conflict but in Afghanistan the assessment and opinion of Taliban is changing from Time to

Times, although they should recognize and acknowledged the post conflict of late i980s.

The problems of peace reconciliation with Taliban could be glanced to the experienced of post

1990s conflict, the main and common weakness to the cunent peace negotiation in Afghanistan

with Taliban could be completely withdrawal of International forces, democracy, women rights,

violation of human rights, current constitution and political systems, so the cunent reconciliation

peace process is neglected due to the above mentioned points (Hasrat Hussain & Amie Kirkham,

2012). However reconciliation with fundamentalist could be difficult task for someone because

the Taliban want to establish and implement Islamic Emirate free of foreign control. in today

interdependent and interconnected world it would be difficult task for a country like Afghanistan

to survive along with weak structure of state, comrpted administration and uncertain destiny. In

order to promote development in reconciliation process disputed parties should come down to

concession of one another point which that can strengthen reconciliation and avoid undermining
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fragile rations but between Taliban and Afghan government the point of concession is neglected

overall (Broundus, 2007). .

For this reason, the case in Afghanistan is complex and unification of Afghan society has proven

multipart and finding single theoretical cause is probably not possible like which is not that unique

to a country in a state of war between different political factions and warlords. For the last four

decades the Afghan history has been faced wi*r multi wars that scared the public's and made

extreme condition in term of security and political stability there for making unification and

finding a single case of study is far more complex. But in dilemma of Afghanistan the Galula

"theory of coin" some have fix in this case, as the theory explain three main groups of population.

First the friendly minority, Second the neutral majority and third the hostile minority here only

"hostile minority" will be taken and according to the theory the majority always tried to gain the

support of neutral goups of the society but that is what Afghan Society did not have experienced,

Afghanistan has been facing with "hostile minority''groups. From "coin" perspective dividing

goups to apart is the key ingredient for victory but this case went opposite in Afghanistan like by

apart of insurgent groups the problems went complex and getting harder. Coin discussed flrat the

"civilian casualties should be avoided" and the forces will have to accept the limitation of

conventional war. In dilemma of Afghanistan both conflicted parties state sponsored army and

insurgent goups crossed their limitation of warfare in case of civilian casualties that is why in

Afghanistan is always disorder and they cannot maintain securiq' order and none of the party

support neutral population as coin discussed that "warring forces need to localize and organize in

order to mobilize the neural majority" in under controlled area of insurgent goups the population

are prevented from the development of political insurgency cells and stopped from active

participation in political matters as Galula explained " it is important to emphasize that the suppon
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of the population is conditional" but all these cause are avoided in Afghanistan therefore, since

long Afghan society suffered from national fragile rather than local intense. In details the Galula

theory discus from coin force frghtingto stay is the opposite of Afghanistan where the foreign coin

force Intemational Security Assistance Forces flSAF) is frghting to leave, and following the

declaration of exit date lead to another troubles especially the timeline as Galula highlighted that

coin forces need to "stay to the very end" which is very hard for them while the war is optional

and almost depends on domestic political support. According to the coin principles the local

population needs to be convinced that the coin forces will succeed in the end, but in Afghanistan

population think after the withdrawal of coin forces "ISAF" the situation will be worst rather than

succeed at the end. but since the exit date is proclaimed and the mission focus on changes from

reaching objectives that lead to the progress to focusing on time which determines the basics of

coin theory (Galula, D. 2006).

Additionally, where there has been violent political conflict and armed aggression or battle

between the military forces of states or warring goups the nature and shape of war has bgen

changed. Civil war between waning goups of warlords against the government breakout harsher

frequently than wars between states (Elisabeth Porter, 2016). As, Mack wrore down that "Violent

conflict within states now makes up more than 95 percent of armed conflict" (Mack, 2005). Since

the late of 1980s Afghanistan has been in civil war and approximately none of the civil wars ended

by negotiation settlements the wariords stopped the war among them for some time but later they

started to fight again due to "power sharing" and the case of Taliban with Afghan government is

not due to power sharing, Taliban want to have frrll control over the state they said that the current

govemment is unpopular and puppet of westem countries. Meanwhile, according to the

Connecting Peace. Justice, and Reconciliation theory" the consequences including having

16



J

politician who mismanage policies are corrupt, and sometime endorse military coups. or having

a dictator who has ruled for so long that citizens defy longtime repression to rebel and large scale

civil strife erupts" the theory fit with Afghanistan situation now, we have been faced with comrpted

politician who mismanage governmental policies and these policies caused the basic needs of

citizens like food, shelter, healthcare, education, water and their security are not met. The theory

discuss about "Ethnic and religious differences are more important than political ideologies" and

in Afghanistan there is no ethnic and religious differences, all war in Afghanistan except extemal

intervention took place on power sharing not on religious bases warlords and insurgent groups

often tried to gain political position but due to lack of compromise among the warring groups the

country have been faced with civil wars therefore political settlement did not gain through

peaceful negotiated settlement therefore the case is very complicated and complex like the

situation in Afghanistan is. Does security produce peace, or does peace produce security. And the

peace building took place while the conflicted panies stop fighting "ceasefire" in Afghanistan none

of the waning goups stopped fighting neither military forces of state nor the insurgent groups.

Theory suggest that "violence and the threat of violence ao noi end when arms are laid down or

peace accords are signed" in case of negotiation with Taliban, ttre militant of Taliban are not ready

to laid down their weapons and they are not willing to compromise their stand point is very harsh

therefore the goal ofpeace seeking are prevented (Elisabeth Porter. 2016).

7. RESEARCHMETHODOLOGY

The methodology in this research work has been qualitative. based on both primary data and also

secondary data. The primary data has been directly coliected in the form of interview through

questions approximately more than 4 persons have been interviewed. There are two reasons behind

such types of interview, first because of the nature of Taiiban almost all of them have same
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opinions regarding peace negotiation with Afghan government, second due to the cunent security

situation in Afghanistan which is unfavorable for this studl'. However the size has been changed

according to need and situations. Research allows us to options for convenient sample under

unfavorable security situation like in Afghanistan, therefore one can change the numbers of

interviewees.

Interview have been conducted from both sides, Afghan government including Afghan politicians,

Journalist, analysts and civil societies members and as well as former official of Taliban mainly

those who are involved in peace talks with Afghan government, while the secondary data sources

has been collected from different documents books, academic articles, newspapers, research

journals and different websites have been used as per requirement.

8. ORGANIZATTON OF THE STUDY

This Thesis is divided into five chapters along with the conclusion at the end. This structure of

the chapters is helpful in clear understanding of the study.

Chapter f . inroduction.

Chapter 2. Historical Background.

Chapter 3.Mediating and Facilitating Role of External Actors.

Chapter 4. Policies of Afghan Govemment Toward Peaceful Settlement with Taliban.

Chapter S.Concerning Points of Peace Settlement with Taliban along with Conclusion and

Recommendation.
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CHAPTER TWO

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

As operation enduring is the sixteenth years political settlement wittr Taliban is viewed by the

external and intemal component to end the war in Afghanistan though many debates were

conducted inside and outside Afghanistan to end the unending conflict with Taliban so only

negotiation can change the ground reality in Afghanistan where there have been war for the last

40 years in the country. Therefore it is essential to glance to some important period of Afghanistan

over the history hence I would like to glance to four main periods 1978-1989 ,1989-1996, 1996-

2001, and 2001 onwards.

The only timb Afghanistan enjoyed peace is mid of 20th century and sooner that peace ended in

1978 by a coup of members of Marxist People Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA). They

killed the president of Afghanistan Daud Khan and formed socialist regime soon after the PDPA

collapsed and created environment for Soviet Union to invade Afghanistan and finally they

iirvaded Afghanistan on 24hDecember, 1 979.

The l0 years' war was started and communist regime fought against islamist led Mujahedeen

(Holy Wonies). The United States. Saudi Arabia, supported Afghan Mujahedeen with weapons

along with logistical support of Pakistan. By the help of above countries Mujahedeen resisted

against Soviet forces until they withdrawal in 1989.

The PDPA government was shocked by the withdrawal of red forces from Afghanistan. The

govemment was ruled by president Najibullah, his govemment was illegitimate to many Afghans

because to most of them his government was soviet puppet regime despite that he maintain his rule

f
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for several years in Kabul which later PDPA dissolved in April 1992 and the leader of PDPA

Najibullah remained in Kabul until he was hanged by Taliban in Ariana square in1996 in Kabul.

The revivalist Mujahedeen started fighting among themselves on the bases of power each of them

had controlled on specific region none of them were enough powerful to dominate one another,

they fought among themselves until the Taliban movement came in to being in southern province

of Kandahar, the Taliban were led by Mullah Umar and his movement gained strong support of

Pakistan and rapidly extended to all Afghanistan and furally took control of Kabul in 1996. The

Taliban formed Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan and they ruled Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001.

Taliban had controlled almost 95% percent of Afghanistan except northeast. As the country was

left with 2 million deaths and 1.5 million disabled after the soviet intervention, beyond the massive

bombing on larger areas and big cities of the country the carpeted land mines of 1980s have been

taking the life of peopie till now. However the communist regime was collapsed during 1992 and

Islamic Jihadist took power in Kabul unfortunately they started fighting on the position of

leadership these warlords made the situation turnlo bloodshed, violence, hardships and civil war

as well millions of Afghan left their homes, thousands of people lost their lives, and dozen become

disabled due to the civil war of warlords tluough the fought among themselves when the Taliban

came in to power in 1996 they established Islamic Emirate with a weak foreign policies they were

diplomatically recognized only by thnee countries Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirate and Islamic

Repubiic of Pakistan while all western countries were accusing Taliban for not giving women

rights and un democratic regimes along with providing illegally safe haven and bases for Al-

Qaeda which was recognized the most dangerous terrorist organization b,v. United Nations. And

lastly after establishment of islamic Emirate the Taliban fund an ally Osama Bin Laden who was

accepted by Taliban as host guest and was allowed to train his forces inside Afghanistan and was
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denied to be handed over to US and Saudi furibia by hosting Osama Taliban paid heavy cost which

followed by 1lth September 2001 (John Richardson. 2011).

The only approach to end the current insurgency in Afghanistan is to start negotiation with Taliban

through this way we can reach to peacefrrl settlement in the country while looking to the present

situation in Afghanistan almost an ending to fight is the desire of every Afghans, peace and

prosperity is the number one agenda of Afghan government and Afghan people, everybody want

to put full stop to the ongoing bloodshed and civil war which was started forty years ago. In this

way one and all wants to live in peaceful and safe environment without fear and violence no body

want to cross border to other countries as war refugees, no one is interested to live in war ware

environment, everybody has desire to end the civil war, intemal conflict, poverty, illiteracy,

destruction of natural resources and killing of their sisters and brothers. A war wary Afghanistan

has been a battlefield for tactical, strategic and proxy wars by larger extemal powers it may be due

to strategic and geographical location of Afghanistan. A crossroads Afghanistan has been in civil

war and extemal intervention from 1979 tillpresent.

The 2001 air strike of United States on Afghan soil had emerged as greatest threat to political

stability of Afghanistan. It weakened the social stability and peaceful environment and made the

situation turn to war and violence. After the tragic incident of 9/1 I United States of America and

their allies brought pressue on Taliban to hand over the leader of Al Qaeda Osama Bin Laden to

them, discharge all foreign national which are imprison with them. gave immunity to foreign

diplomats, Journalist and help workers of NGOs and immediately close down all terrorist camps

and stopover supporting terrorist, give the United States full access of investigation from Al-Qaeda

camps which are located in Afghan soil. According to USA Osama was responsible for World

Trade Center (WTC) incident but Taliban refused to hand over Osama Bin Laden and did not



accept the U.S.A. demands. Nevertheless, a speech of clerics in Kabul on 19 September 2001 are

"the Taliban's leader Mullah Mohammed Omar argued that the US was using Bin Laden's

involvement in 9lll as a pretext for removing the Taliban from power, and that the Taliban were

ready for talks" Thus, in October 2001 U.S.A. started bombing Afghanistan for the reason to

capture Osama and destroy the safe haven of Al-Qaeda along with the regime of Taliban in

Afghanistan. Beside that the main purpose of bombing Afghanistan was promoting democracy

and modernization but despite promoting democracy the country turn to war, violence and

promotion of insurgency, Importantly it is clear to all that Afghanistan tum to civil war once

again, the th,rown of Taliban from power emerged as most potential challenges to the security of

the country once again(bbc,200i).

9/11 IMPACT ON AFGHANISTAN

As, Taliban publicly condemned 9/11 and they were in the fever of negotiation with U.S.A. As

well, Taliban wanted to negotiate with America but no time was gir.n to Taliban for negotiation

as they claimed Osama had been lived in Afghanistan President Jorge W. Bush told reporters on

the white house lawn "This is non-negotiable There is no need to discuss innocence or guilt, we

know he is guilty Tum him over, If they want us to stop our military operations they have just got

to meet my conditions." Later on with the help of British Prime Minister Tony Blair, America

started series airstrike on Afghanistan for taking revenge of World Trade Center from Al-Qaeda

and their allies like Taliban, in addition. for bring down the regime of Taliban United States started

financial support to northern alliance for providing U.S.A. road maps to handle over the regime of

Taliban easily and within a month the Taliban were remove from power and Hamid Karzai was
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installed as first president of Afghanistan and 2004 the first presidential election were held and

Hamid Karzaiwon 53% of the votes(bbc,2001).

While in 2003 United States invaded Iraq the U.S.A. has changed its path of view from

Afghanistan to Iraq when the war in Iraq became harsh they deployed some troops from

Afghanistan to Iraq along with frnancial aids the reason for increasing insurgency after 2006 could

be the U.S.A. invasion on haq, Anyhow that, the civilian casualties had been increased according

to the United Nations reports within nine years 10,000 thousands of civilian had been killed during

the war with Taliban even the number of international troops were increasing yearly for defeating

Taliban such us in 2010 Stanley A. McChrystal deployed 30,000 fresh troops for handling Taliban

while the Obama deadline for withdrawal of troops started in July 201 I and by the end of 201 4

Afghan army would take full responsibilitv of the country.

After long time United State and world realized that negotiation with Taliban is the only way to

bring peace and stability to Afghanistan. Later on Afghan govemment started some efforts in

bringing Taliban goups to the Table ofiregotiation such as Afghanistan High Peace Council which

was formed on 5 September 2010 in Kabul. The council was established by the former president

Hamid Karzai. Burhanuddin Rabbani was it first chairman who was assassinated in 2011 in

Kabul. In addition, Peace Jirga was held in Kabul, Afghanistan Peace Reconciliation Progamme

was established, and Civil Society and other governmental and nongovemmental organizations

were involved in settlement of dispute with Taliban. Therefore Afghan government had met with

representative of Taliban in Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, China, Qatar, Paris, Germany and

Oslo Norway just to put end to the ongoing conflict in the country Qnsight on Conflict. 2016)
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The poorest country on the world map is trying to rebuild its self once again as 9ll1 gave a

financial chance for Afghanistan to stand on its own feet billions of dollars were pumped to the

country and the world left their wallets open for Afghanistan due to their lost. In spite of billon

of pumped dollars to the country is still the poorest counfiy in the world where there life

expectancy is 44 years along with number one comrpted administration and larger producer of the

opium in the world and unsecure place on ttre earth. Despite all that, Afghan govemment entered

to negotiation and peaceful settlement with Taliban and other waning $oups but Taliban has some

harsh stance regarding peaceful settlement the same stance United State had during 2001 as they

said the Taliban and Al-Qaeda are merged now, their military structure is same, their ideology is

same so there is no need of negotiating with, in the meantime Taliban want to establish Islamic

Emirate free of foreign occupation and completely withdrawal of international troops even though

the govemment and people want to bring sad brothers to the system and join the cunent

govemment so we can put an end to the ongoing conflict over the county( AHPC.2916).
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AFGHANISTAN HIGH PEACE COUNCIL

The year of 2008 was a tough year in Afghanistan because the distance between public and

govemment had increased the high level of comrption in governmental offices, failure in

reconstruction and infrastucture sectors and wide- spread in Norco trade production and beside

above factors which lead to the dissatisfaction of Karzai government the lack of security and failure

of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) troops to defeat Taliban in the battlefield as they

were expected at frrst stage and that their strategies against Tatiban were not much effective and

efficient so their combat operation brought high level of civilian casualties and rise public anger

against westem troops in the country these factors made United States and their allies to review

their policies once again to find out a suitable way to end the conflict. Finally they fund that the

only way to end the political conflict was peaceful settlement with Taliban. (Patricia, 2011).

After continuation of many debates the process of reconciliation and reintegration with Taliban

was officially started through Afghanistan High Peace Council which is the only sole body for

peace and reintegration with Taliban, The 70 members council along with 888 members in all

provinces and 142 staff members council was established on 5 September 2010 by the former

president Hamid Karzai for the reason to negotiate with Taliban, Burhanuddin Rabbani was it first

president later he was assassinated by a person who brought peace message to him and he got the

famous name of "peace martyr" and was replace by his son Salahudin Rabbani the current foreign

minister of Afghanistan. Additionally the council task is to provide framework guideline and

advise for talks with Taliban most of the member of high peace council are former warlords and

militia whose fought among themselves before Taliban came in to power and most of them are

disabled to understand diplomatic skill of negotiation even majority do not understand what is

"negotiation, reconciliation, reintegration and mediation" like we can say most of them are
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completely illiterate and eligible to work in peacd council beside that they are working on

reintegration with Taliban majority of them have lack of clarity in their objectives including

chaired person.

Moreover, reconciliation is the btzz and most highlighted word currently goes in Afghan media

and among Afghan politician. Policy makers see reconciliation with waning groups will end all

insurgency in the country but majority of Afghans criticizes are in the view of that the role of

Afghan High Peace Council is just symbolic because millions of dollars had been spent by the

council according to the Afghanistan Research and Unit Evaluation (ARUE) a dependent research

organization based in Kabul, 782 million dollars had been spent by the council in the process of

reintegration, Afghans are in the view of if the782 million dollars would be used in infrastructure

it would have been brought a positive outcome instead of using it on baseless reintegration.

Additionally, the council had spent millions of dollar but wide number of people is unhappy from

the outcome of peace council the 70 member's council has offices in all provinces except central

Province of Panjsher, along with 888 members and 142 staffmembers the council is funded by

external donors and the major donors are the following three groups

Window A: United States, Austraiia and Finland

Window B: Denmark, Germany,Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Spain and South Korea

Window C: United Kingdom. Estonia (Sources:UNDP-2011- Report).

Regard to the ministry of finance the first and third categories did not provide information to

Afghan govemment about their funds but the second category window B had pledged 134.11

million dollars assistance in their programs with High Peace Council (HPC). Thus, Afghan people

and politician say the council had spent all the money completely baseless.
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WHAT AFGHAN HIGH PEACE COUNCIL HAS GAIN?

According to High Peace Council so far 10,500 militants have joined the council and the

sunounded militants have put down more than 8101 weapons and handed over to the government

most of the weapons were collected from Baghlan, Ghor, Nan$ahar and Herat province.

Initially wide number of militants has been joining the peace process but it is shocking and

dangerous because these surrender fighters are not helpfulto settlement peace because conflict is

increasing day by day. According to United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA)

annually 47,000 innocent people along with women and children have been killed over the last

five years 16,954 people dead and 29,744 injured.

Obviously UNAMA's reports says that over the first six months of 2015 as many as more than

1600 civilians including women and children were killed and 3.329 were injured, casualties are

not only related to civilian even though high governmental official also lost their lives the former

president and Chairman of HPC Prof. Burhanuddin Rabbani was assassinated in suicide attack of

September, 2011 in his house in Kabul. Despite Rabbani a month lut., *oth., key member of the

Afghan High Peace Council Arsala Rahmani was killed in another attack even though beside the

two of them 33 members of Afghan high Peace Council has been killed in 17 provinces of

Afghanistan. To demonstrate it, Afghan says that millions of dollar has been spent hundreds of

people have been lost their lives in the way to bring peace but where is the peace?

They see that the AI{PC is just as symbolic mission far from reality some says the FIPC must be

abolished and we are no more in the favor to support the council many says HPC just waste money

without gain, one female teacher of political science Shehla Farid at Kabul university said

reconciliation of 10.000 militants was not achievement because most of the militant were tired

27



from fighting they returned from battlefield by themselves, she said warlord had been members of

AHPC who saw their survival in prolongrng of conflict another point she mentioned is that she

accused foreign countries interference in Afghanistan internal affairs( Abdul Qadir Munse{

Zu ghoona Salehi, 20 1 5).

For further clarification I interviewed Tayab Agha the head of the political wing of the Taliban

and a close aide to Mullah Omar. During the government of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,

he served as chief of staff to Mullah Omar, as well as his personal secretary. translator, and press

spokesman. And asked him why the current strategy regarding peace negotiation with Taliban is

not efficient and meaningful. To many of us High peace council has symbolic symbol? He said

"The council is combined from a people who do not understand the meaning of reconciliation and

are not interested to conflict resolution meanwhile it is not dependent council and govemment do

not let it to be dependent. Whatever government tells them to do they must do. Beside that in all

their activities govemment permission is must to precede their orders.

Let's see if high peace council had dependent inembers and people who have wanted really peace

in Afghanistan, now we would have seen the outcome of last few years of negotiations with

Taliban, and also the conflicted parties would trust them. For Taliban High Peace Council is not

dependent council. The reason we do not reaih to conclusion with Taliban is govemment officials

because most of them are not interested to bring peace in the Country because they are taking high

credit from the conflict with Taliban and are interested to prolong the violence for many years

more. that is why all members of the council are former warlords who fought against the Taiiban

and for Taliban they are puppet of west. Lastly I can say in one word that High Peace Council is

dependent" (S. Tayab Agha, personal communication, Novemb er 07.2016).
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AFGHAN ATTITUDE TOWARD PEACE

There is a strong support tluoughout Afghanistan for peace talks with Taliban. Especially it is

strongly supported by Pashtun and also other ethnics $oups are also in the favor of peace

negotiation with Taliban. A weak Afghanistan Sunounded by stronger neighbors went through

different phases of peace but during Kuzai regime the inner circles were motivated to seek a

peace agreement at any cost but he could not because the Taliban were not one and united they

were groups and different units. But the question which was rounding among policy maker was

that whether the Taliban and there leader are interested in negotiation or no? Pakistan and America

has had the biggest concerns like Pakistan consideration is that Kabul government may not be able

to negotiate alone directly with Taliban Pakistan assured to Kabul based regime that Islamabad

arrangement will put enough pressure on the Taliban to bring them to the Table of negation for

better ciarification the view of external mediator will be explain third chapter (James Shinn, James

Dobbins.2015)

As reconciliation is popular with U.S. and neighbor countries what do Afghan govemment and

Taliban think about it? It is only negotiation tkough which we can change the ground reality and

can reach to peaceful settlement in Afghanistan. Negotiation was started just to prevent

Afghanistan irom tenorist and not tuming back to the safe haven of international terrorist nor

becoming ally of any tenorist network" for the above reasons Afghanistan was under attack in

2001 by the United States and their allies. So U.S. and their co- partner were too much optimistic

that after overthrowing Taliban there would be peace and prosperity aion,e with pro western style

regime due to wide number of financial assistance and cooperation to the govemment will bring

peace but such cooperation and assistance went against Afghan govemment and their allies.

However. most of the policies went against Afghan government and their westem allies and some
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lead to uncertainty and Talibananization over the country. After 2003 the security situation had

been deteriorating day by day and later become worst especially during 2009 and that was the time

which Afghan government and their allies realized that fighting against Taliban is not the road

map toward peace and stability in Afghanistan they realized that the only way to peace and

prosperity is peaceful settlement and willingness to bring back Taliban to the table of negotiation

to hold some dominant position in the government and later that negotiation were supported

nationally and intemationally highly were persuaded by Pakistan, United States, Iran, Russi4

Saudi Arabia, Turkey and India (John Richardson, 2011).

While looking to the current situation in the country conflict in Afghanistan is increasing and

governmental forces are losing their lives on daily bases, on average stage 680 Afghan Police and

solider have been killed every month. Beyond that the conflict also brought bad result for the

civilian such as 10.000 civilian were killed and injuries in20l4 and 140.000 people were displaced

in the same year of 2014 which was the highest number after 2001. Additionally there are 900.000

Internal Displaced People (IDP$ over the country. The violence blocked the way of trade

investment, economic development across the country. Simply we can say the government cannot

afford the war against the enemy. Overwhelmingly most of Afghan wants peace and stability over

the country. Cunently policy makers and analyst do believe that the only way to end the conflict

is to negotiate with Taliban. Through fighting the war would never be end, and the death tools

would be ended only through negotiation and that will must produce stable peace (Matt Waldman,

2015).
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TERRAIN

Terrain had been played the most important factor in Afghanistan security. in counterinsurgency

book David Galula considered that favorable geography is one of the four conditions for a

successful insurgency. He also mentioned that geography may be broken to different parts, such

as location whether the counfiry is isolated by sea or bordered or by a countries who is in the favor

of insurgency. So, here he came to the point that the larger is the country the more is difficult for

governmental forces to secure it. As geography play an important role in every country security

but when it comes to Afghanistan in term of location, it is bordered with six countries Pakistan,

Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and China most of the border areas are mountains and

has many bypass and cross border and it may be very easy to be cross, in term of insurgency it is

very easy for them to travel and cross borders especially mountains give favor to insurgents to

travel easily while winter come in Afghanistan the insurgency and insurgent activities drops down

dramatically due to snow fall in mountains (David Galula, 2011). Though looking to the current

security situation in Afghanistan and the impact of tenain over the United Stated and Afghan

govemmental policies their mission has reached to a critical stage in Afghanistan because the

security situation is deteriorating day by day and Afghan govemment is losing control over terrain,

Taliban conducting high profile attacks in all over the country even as they control most of the

districts in westem provinces. Far from defeated the ongoing insurgency remains a serious

challenge and threatens to reverse hard-won prior gains. Although the decision of drawdown of

westem forces had faced Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) numerous challenges because

ANSF are incapable as counterinsurgent forces, they may be able to push insurgent back for a

while but would be difficult forthem to sustain sufficient presences to prevent their return because

they are faced with big challenges like lack of air support asset, The Afghan Air Forces (AAF)
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v arc unable to provide ground forces the same level of support that coalition airs unite provided.

Despite the Taliban Al- eaeda and Islamic State of haq and l,evant (IStr-) forces also have safe

haven in Afghanistan and they are more dangerous than Taliban These groups like Al-Qaeda and

ISIL faced Afghan government with big challenges because they not only lunch high profile attach

against Afghan govemment but also continue to provide support to global terrorist activates. The

big touble was created by coalition government itself because since hesident Ashraf Ghani and

Chief Executive Abdullatr Abdullah came in to power unemployment had been increasing most of

the young people had been nm away from ttre country and some of them had joined Taliban and

ISIL militants, the abovrc factors can be big reason of uncertainty over the country (Lauren

McNally, Paul Bucal4 2015).

(
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i.- CHAPTER THREE

MEDIATING AND FACILITATING ROLE OF EXTERNAL ACTORS

This chapter will mainly focus on and ar:rrlyze Afghan government efforts of peace talks with

Taliban and will identiff several factors that lead to un- successful negotiation with Taliban. The

main focus will be on mediating roles of neighbor countries, and will highlight to what extent the

neighbor countries played a positive role in Afghan peace talks with Taliban along with human

and financial resources of Taliban and the essential question to be answered is how the Taliban

has managed to finance the 16 years long-lasting war, and why their revenue is getting hard to

target.

HUMAN RESOURCES OF TALIBAN

The highest comrption over the country has slow downed jobs creation, increased unemployment,

prevent reconstructions and infrastructure programs. Though after 9ll1 most of Afghans were full

of hopes and ready to work and were interested to support the govemment but such things

happened opposite of their wishes. Unemployment ratio increased over 60 percent in the recent

years and it gave good chance to the global insirgent $oups to recruit ground for militant

ideologues seeking manpower as General Karl Eikenberry said to the House Armed Services

Committee (HASC) in 2007 "Much of the enemy force is drawn from the ranks of unemployed

men looking for wages to support their families." What might be surprise it was not due to the

warlord and comrpted administration who stole most of the money the blame is on the foreign

contractor companies who scooped up more than 40 percent of the funds before any ground for a
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project such as $15 billion of aid with Afghanistan has so far been spent on returned to donor

countries in corporate profits and consultant salaries (Ralph Lopez,2010).

Moreover, in al} statement of Taliban a clear-cut message is that, Taliban would welcome all those

who oppose government and their intemational allies and they will be rank as high militants along

with providing them amnesty. Taliban have been increasing focused on their efforts to recruit

Afghan governmental official's especially Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) members.

Obviously the active strategy of insurgents about recruitment is to focus on local public among

young men a body in the age of research and understanding. As a matter of fact, it is most likely

easy to be recruiting the young men to the insurgent ranks. With this intention they emphasize on

ANSF officials to be conscript in.their rank as International Security Assistance Forces (ISAF)

indicated "that as many as 5,000 Afghan soldiers are quitting their posts every month" in essence

it is unclear how much impact they put on Taliban recruitment policl', at this instant efforts

indicated two goals. First is to highlight Taliban increasing day by day in numbers with

governmental officials, soldiers and policeman and getting organizational strenglh with depth

government weakness. Second goal of Taliban is to publicize their recruitment message and

amnesty commission to audience. (Jami Forbes and Brian Dudley, 2013).

With this regards, in'a recent audio tape the deputy chief ofthe Afghan Taliban Sirajuddin Haqqani

also known as Khalifa said that: "The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is not opposed to any talks

if they are held in line with islamic teachings and in accordance with sharia law. The political

commission of the Taliban is tasked to deal with the issue of peace and negotiations and if the

Taliban were against peace talks, we would have not formed this particular commission. This had

been approved and became a consensus decision ofTaliban leadership from the very beginning".

Haqqani network has $5 million budget on his hand which is the most dangerous and sophisticated



insurgent group in the region with an extra men power. Additionally, afghan govemment blames

the network for the negative impact on the process of peace negotiations. In the other hand,

Haqqani Network has never accepted peace talks during the last 15 years and tried to prolong the

Afghan conflict. Above all, efforts were conducted by Afghan government and U.S.A. To bring

Haqqani Network to the table of negotiation but all efforts has failed (Ahmad Murid Partaw,

2016).

To illustrate in another way, think you're An American Air force Marshal and you bombard a

place and killed many innocent people and they have blood relations like brothers. sisters, uncle"

son and father. The one who is still alive will looks for revenge, in spite of knowing what is right

and. what is wrong, whatever he will join insurgent group just to take revenge. As one bannered

point out a message "Dear Obama. when U.S. missile drone kills a child in Afghanistan and

Pakistan the father will go to war with you. guaranteed. Nothings to do with A1- Qaeda" people

joined insurgent just to take revenge (Salman Mehdi, 2014).In the other Hand, the surviving

person has a choice support the govemment or joins the insurgency. If c.larifr in another scenario,

think there are two brothers both driving "truck" to support their family none of them has joined

the insurgency one night the U.S. missile kilis one of the brothers without knowing exactly the

target, consequently the family ask from the government why? Government responds "he was

Taliban." Hence, the surviving brother has choice support the govemment or joins Taliban for

taking revenge. If we think about the scenario. the survived brother will think that U.S. forces

kilied my brother because of fake intelligence report would not they come soon for me too? Even

my brother was not with Taliban neither me. The last option for him will be why not joining the

insurgent groups to take revenge and be killed in right way (onviolence.com).
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"taking young boys from every family as a form of forced recruitment" and also Azimy local young

said to AljazeeraEnglish "They are also using mosque loudspeakers to ask the people to set up

Sharia law and are asking people to go about their business" (Aljazeera, 2015).

TALIBAN FINANCIAL RESOURCES

It would be difficult to find out the exact financial figure of Taliban because funding insurgency

is an "open secret" nobody wants to talk about it. The unwanted fact is clear to the Afghans that

the richest source for funding Taliban is foreign aid; however, Taliban generate resources from

both intemal and extemal actors. The essential question to be answered is how the Taliban has

managed to finance the 16 years long-lasting war, and why their revenue is getting hard to target?

Tiwari, S. (2016).

To begin with Afghan Taliban generates external aids through donations from sympathy and

support ar-nong Muslim countries under the name of zakat and extortion source. They have support

of different secret agencies r such as Saudi strategy in Central Asia and South Asia is to build a

wall of Sunni radicalism with Shia rival in contain to Iran. Sources important to be realize that

Saudi had spent billions of private money to funnel on Sunni organizations. madrasas and

universities to shape attentions of next generation toward Shia rival. In this regard, extemal

resources of Taliban generate more than $100 million dollars per years (Carlotta Gall, 2016).

As a matter of fact, the afghan govemment has been financing their own through donations,

sympathy, drag trafficking, extortion, illegally mineral excavation, taking and business and taxes.

Given that, Afghan government failed to prevent above mentioned elements that generate financial

resources for insurgency that is why; the Taliban illicit source of income has been so hard to target.
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With attentions to that, intemal revenue of Taliban goes up to $250 million per yeil (Global Post,

(2013). in addition, Internal revenue of Taliban relies on taxing, kidnapping, drug traffrcking,

donation from local populations, extortion, foreign donations, commercial business of mine,

smuggling, poppy cultivations and larger companies in Afghanistan have started paying Taxies

to Taliban in order to allow them to operate without tlueat (Masood Saifullah, 2015). Besides that,

According to the new York times the Taliban "collecting electricity bills from thousands of

homes in provinces such as Kunduz and Helmand, the insurgents levy taxes on potato harvests,

flour mills, teachers' salaries, marriage ceremonies, and fuel and vegetable trucks crossing their

checkpoints" (Muhib Mashal and Najim Rahim, 2OI7).

In the meantime, narcotic trade and hashish production is the most important generator for the

Taliban as they are not directly involved in productibn. cultivation or distribution; they just collect

taxes from individuals as *re country is the world largest producer of drugs. In due time, according

to United Nation Office on Drag Crime Afghanistan is "producing 95 percent of world heroin"

and the annual estimations of heroin production in Afghani-stan is 6400 tons Tiwari, S. (20i6).

Offrcially, it is believed that the Taliban has more than $500 million dollar expenditure per year

Global Post, (2013). Despite that some intelligence agency admits that the real budget of Taliban

is closer to one billion dollars. In spite of poppy cultivation, Taliban has been assisting the

individuals in trading and smuggling heroin out of Afghanistan or illegally takeout mines, like

marble, and export them to other countries; or take taxes from citizens and business man in order

to allow them to operate without threat or the1, have some contribution with them. as Wahid

Mazhdah an Afghan Politician told DW "Telecom companies have paid protection money to the

Taliban in the past, but reports indicate the group wants to tax the telecom sector by 10 percent

just like any other business in the areas under their control," (Gabriel Dominguez. 2016). In
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conclusion, we can say that the degree of cooperation and coordination between the Taliban and

aid workers is surprising and would most likely make funders extremely uncomfortable. Lastly to

point out, we can say that narcotic trade is the fundamental sources of financing insurgency in

Afghanistan (Joseph V. Micallef, 20 1 6).

PAKISTAN ROLE IN AFGHAN PEACE PROCESS

From December 2010 to February 2011 a polling survey was conducted by British Broadcast

Cooperation (BBC) world service in 24 countries around 24,000 people participated in this

assessment. among them 40% of the people supported negotiation of NATO with Taliban,16%

responded immediate withdrawal of International Forces from Afghanistan and 29o/o were inthe

fever to continue fighting against Taliban. Meanwhile the poll was conducted at the time Osama

Bin Laden was still alive and after the death of Bin Laden in May 2011 the discourse of

reconciliation with Taliban 
-became 

the most possible solution to the cunent conflict in

Afghanistan because the death of Al-Qaeda leader could step down the motivation level of Taliban

and other insurgent groups.

lmportantly, Pakistan and Afghanistan have marked mutual hostile, suspicion and controversial

relations over the history. Almost the relations between the two countries based on ambiguity,

mistrust, suspicion, accusation and contradictions. But in the recent years the two countries had

witnessed the improvement of good relations especially after Karzai govemment National Unity

Govemment had expressed that "Pakistan cooperation was a key to the peace process" as Pakistan

always played a key role in Afghan peace process that is why Afghan govemment believed that

Pakistan critical support is overall success of reconciliation but the question was that, To what
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extent Pakistan has the will and capacity to play constructive role in Afghan peace reconciliations

process instead ofconstructive role Pakistan designed and pursued double-standard policy from

one side being allied with international troops from another side provided safe heaven to Al-Qaeda

and Taliban. Meanwhile, Pakistan loyally argued that foreign insurgent did not reside inside

Pakistan soil and they always rejected the accusation of supporting insurgents despite that, the

purpose ofKarzaivisits to Pakistan was to help his country achieve stability and told reporters that

Afghanistan-Pakistan relations remain strong that the brotherly role of Pakistan is crucial to

defeating terrorism in the region. In response Pakistan played puzzling role nobody knows either

they encourage Taliban or supporting negotiation of Afghan government with Taliban

(HalimullatKousary, 20 I I ).

The idea of reconciliation in Afghan society is highly supported and persuaded by Pakistan along

with westem countries, the Pakistan realize that the only way to create peace in Afghanistan is to

talk to Taliban but Talking to Taliban is most controversial issue because the present conflict to

some of them it was extraordinary high risk strategy to deal with Taliban, as it is clear to all that

successful peace would be the best option to end the unending conflict in Afghan society. Hence,

the government of Pakistan at the beginning of 2013 released 26 Taliban detains between

November and January as trslamabad was worry that Pakistan and Afghanistan both countries will

face serious challenges after transition and they hope that there is an indication that some

insurgent $oups are Tired from fighting anymore because they had been faced losses and now

they are in the favor of negotiation (H. Cordesman,20l6).

After Karzai. President Ashraf Ghani assumed the policy of rapprochement toward Pakistan.

Therefore, he postponed strategic partnership with India. and.avowed close tie with Pakistan in

turn Pakistan convinced representative of Taliban to negotiation and they talked with
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representarive of Afghan government in Murree on July 7th 2015 in thiS talks Taliban showed

their interest for peace and stability and a$eed to tentative ceasefire and the talks were welcomed

by intemational community, United States and Afghan officials, meanwhile the efforts ofPakistani

official were appreciated for facilitating talks with representative of Taliban along with that

pakistani and Chinese official guaranteed to play proactive role to make long lasting peace between

the two sides at the same time Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said that "the talks were

overt, not covert" and that "all measures were being taken to ensure that nobody tries to derail this

process." But the death of Taliban Leader Mullatr Umar derailed peace process with Afghan

govemment. Apparently the newly elected leader of Taliban Mullah Akhtar Mansoor order to

"increased their attacks inside Afghanistan". While after, the formation of Unity Government

president Ghani measured that "peace is the foremost wish of Afghan people" and only through

peace we can bring political and economic stability to the country, which he fiought that peace is

impossible without establishment of good relations with Pakistan. he thought that Pakistan has

considerable control over some groups of Taliban like "Quetta Shura and Haqqani network" at the

same rime his policy was criticized at home broadly. Additionally, Pakistan response positively

Ghani friendly relations suck as Pakistan reduced Indian centric concems which they thought that

it may remain same as it was during Karzia time. And also realization was brought in Pakistani

poiicy toward Afghanistan like they realize that unstable and insecure Afghanistan is detrimental

to Pakistani peace building efforts. Until the death of Taliban leader Mullah Omar the two

countries had enjoyed good relations but Mullah Omar death derailed the process of peace the

reason could be the Taliban were divided to different goups (SafdarSial, 2015)'

.

The leadership in Islamabad especially military has the powerto play an instrumental role to bring

Taliban to the table of negotiation because while Taliban were in power in Afghanistan, Pakistani
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military had close interaction with Taliban regime that is why Afghan officials says the contact

between Taliban and Pakistani military is still remained close as it was existent in the past.

Meanwhile, New York Times stated'thosetalks with Taliban would be impossible without at least

the silent approval of Pakistan" (rt29,Jan2012). Cunently Pakistan is in the fervor of immediate

face to face talks with Taliban but it was stalled due to the death of Taliban leaders Mullah Omar,

when the news of the death of Taliban leader Mullah Omar spread on media on 29 July 2015 this

was like bombshell for the planned peace talks which was organized by Pakistan and sooner after

the death of Mullah Akhtar Mansoor was confirmed, the death of these leaders created vacuum for

the course of negotiation.ln spite of that, China, United States, Pakistan and Afghanistan started

immediate talks with Taliban leaders but the process was delayed due to the death of Mullah

Akhtar Mansoor because electing new leader in such an estranged group is harsh challenges to

pursue the path of prolonging peace process with Afghan govemment. (Dr. Dhrubajyoti

Bhattacharjee, 201 5).

Furthermore, the Asia Heart Conference which was held in Islamabad on December 6th 2015,

brought the two countries close together and it reduced the tension of mistrust and lack of trust

among the two nations meanwhile at the Asia Heart Conference Quadrilateral Monitoring

Committee (QMC) was established by Pakistan, Afghanistan, U.S and China the committee

assured to facilitate and support the Afghan reconciliation process and they created roadmap for

the ongoing peace talks with Taliban and their first meeting was held in Islamabad on January

11th 2016. in which they pursued Ghani close tie once again with Pakistan such as the sending of

six Afghan Army trainees to Pakistani military Academy (PMC) in Abbottabad to study there for

18 months and signing of intelligence sharing information for coordination between inter-Services

Intelligence (ISI) and the Afghan National Directorate Of Security (ANDS). These acts of
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president Ghani was highly criticized intemally and was openly criticized by former president

Hamid Karzia he accused Ghani administration of treason for signing the intelligence-sharing

agreement with Pakistan due to increment of insurgency in Afghanistan (SafdarSial, 2015).

Additionally, in harmoni zationof Pakistan Quadrilateral Coordination Group (QCG) focused on

to revive peace in Afghanistan and attempt the efforts of peace process, so their first meeting was

held in Islamabad on January ll,20l6.The session of the four countries was started by Adviser

to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Azizwho said in his speech that "no preconditions

should be attached to the reconciliation process. as the primary objective is to create conditions to

bring the Taliban to the negotiation table and offerthem incentives that can persuade them to move

away from using violence a tool for pursuing political goals." In spite ol U.S. Special

representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan Ambassador Richard G. Olson and representative of

all above countries agreed on direct talks, realistic assessment of reconciliation and create

conducive environment of peace dialogue between the Afghan government and representatives of

Taliban (Amina Khan, 2016).

Consequently, The United States had been trying to push Pakistan into bringing back life to a

stalled peace process in Afghanistan restart the negotiation process once again among all conflicted

parties in response Pakistan claim that our strategic advantage gives peace to the region and we

view our relation with our neighbor countries through the lens of peace but Washington want from

Pakistan to element all safe haven and sanctuaries on its soil and completely element the Haqqani

Network which help fuel in the insurgency in Afghanistan and convince Taliban to come to the

negotiation Table and hash out peace deal with Kabul to end the ongoing war. (Dr. Dhrubajyoti

Bhattacharjee, 2015). But recently, the relations between the nro countries once again became at

alltime low flowing as a series of clashes along Pak- Afghan border, Pakistan has been calling for
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stronger management in the border side of the two countries and requesting of constructions of

fence at Torkham crossing but Afghan offrcials always strongly opposed all baniers of

construction at Torkham border because of dividing Pashtun tribe. As a result of tension, both

counfies agreed to cease ttre blame game and set up the bilateral relations and talk border related

matters, finally the reached to agreement on June 2I,2016 Afghan delegation, headed by Deputy

Foreign Minister, Hikmat Khalil Karzai,and the Pakistani side represented by Foreign Secretary,

AizazAhmed Chaudhry, they decided to cease the blame game and set up a bilateral mechanism

to discuss matters related to border management and security in order to prevent recunence of

border clashes in the future (Amina Khan, 2016). Even though, Pakistan denied all blame game

and said that Afghan govemment must take it to account that it is their own responsibility to talk

to Taliban and convince them to negotiation the Afghans must fine plausible solution to their

conflict as an Afghan prerogative responsibilities instead of blaming others for success or failure

of peace talks they need to move on themselves (Amina Khan, 2016).

Additionally, for more clarification I-interviewed The Director General of the Center for Strategic

and Regional Studies Dr. Abdul Baqi Amin and asked him. What is the role of regional states in

reconciliation between Afghan Govemment and Taliban? He said "In this side, political ethics

play important role and Pakistan has multi- political task in Afghanistan such as Pakistan want to

get financial support from westem countries and for the long time Islamabad is working on it,

second Pakistan want to reduce Indian role in Afghanistan. Islamabad think that after cold war

India became good ally of America so Pakistan want to take the position of Indian in Afghanistan,

for this purpose they bring Kashmir issue here as well, so Pakistan created a situation in

Afghanistan that peace will just come to Afghanistan through Islamabad door and their stance is

clear that until Pakistan do not want to bring peace in Afghanistan, Kabul cannot bring peace.
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As well, Taliban says that Pakistan cut down our feet like Pakistan brought U.S.A. forces to the

region they gave our leaders to U.S. they sold our commanders and leaders to U.S.A. because of

money therefore now a day's Taliban do not trust Islamabad and Taliban tried to occupy an isolated

position and cut down their ties with Pakistan but they cannot do it because still the key member

of Taliban are living in Pakistan and they have to accept Pakistan army demands as well, Islamabad

want to have their pressure on Taliban without end. So, both side Pakistan and Taliban is playing

mistrusted game with one another and the deceiving diversion between them was started after 2010

while Taliban started relations with China, Iran, Russian and other countries so it means that now

they do not need Pakistan support at all beside Pakistan there is other actors whom are willing to

help them.

In my opinion here is another problem although that Afghan government assume that peace talks

should be only held inside Afghanistan and must be led by afghans, the governmental official do

not trust third party they do not like the mediating role of regional countries due to the vacuum

of mistrust specially on Pakistan. Of course Afghan govemment do not see a trusted third party

as they experienced the mediating role of Pakistan, China, Qatar, Saudi Arab, U.S.A. and Turkey

and they failed that is why Kabul says this is our issue we should resolve it by ourselves.

In iny view another problem regarding peace with Taliban is blaming game of Pakistan and

Afghanistan as Afghan government says peace with Taliban is at the hand of Pakistan and it is

only possible through Pakistan side. because Taliban are under direct support ofPakistan therefore

Kabul says instead of Taliban we should talk with Pakistan and ,A,fghan govemment called that

Taiiban are puppet of Pakistan at the same time Taliban called that Afghan government is puppet

ofUnited States of America. Hence. this is very complicated issue" (Dr. Abdul Baqi Amin. 2017).
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CHINA ROLE IN PEACE TALKS WITH TALIBAN

The withdrawal ofNorth Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) by end of 2014 was harsh for the

Afghan govemment and Afghan people in April 2015 Taliban announced to lunch their spring

operarion utder the name of "AZM" in which they will start fight against Afghan National Security

Forces (ANSF) in all provinces and over the nationwide. Besides that, the increasing presence of

Islamic States militants and tlueat of security vacuum which created by the withdrawal of

lntemational military from Afghanistan the regional countries combined increased their support

toward peace in Afghanistan that is why the representative of four countries Pakistan, United

States. China and Afghanistan encouraged Taliban to resume negotiation (Wojciech Lorenz,

Marcin Andrzej Piotrowski, 2016). The Intemational community was wonied that the withdrawal

of Intemational Security Assistance Force (ISAF) from Afghanistan may suffer the same fate as

Dr. Najibullah govemment had faced with, if the ongoing issues are left unaddressed. Since

president Ghani came to power he has believed that the fundamental problems is not about peace

with Taliban, the fundamental problems is peace between Kabul and Islamabad he said "the

undeclared state of war between Afghanistan and Pakistan for the past 14 years is the primary

reason for instability in his country" so he decided to long standing Pakistani interference in

Afghanistan internal affairs and get Islamabad truthful support for his goverrment. Therefore,

Ghani reached to third party, China, in order to guamntees Pakistan dedication to peace process.

President Ghani expected that only China mediating role can change the game in Afghanistan and

can get Pakistani approval to enable his government to reach to political settlement with Taliban

and China as regional country has greatest influence on Islamabad (Hugo Chdn6,2015).

Taliban senior delegation visited China on July 78 to 22,2016 the delegation was head by Abbas

Stanakzai head of the Taliban based office Qatar and Taliban told "We have good terms with
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different countries of the world and China is one ainong them," and they said we informed Chinese

offrcial about American occupation of Afghanistan by force and had been killing our innocent

people so Chinese leaders should help us to raise this issue on world forums and help us to get

freedom from occupying forces (Reuters, 2016) Notably, according to observers Chinese foreign

policy focus on to take hand-off approach in region and nations at war but the commitments of

peace process in Afghanistan is surprising because the anti-terrorism mission unfinished and

foreign troops will leave Afghanistan so the country will be left a mess so it is important for china

to be involved to secure the regional stability. In this case, if China takes a proactive role in peace

talks with Taliban and China has the ability to convince Pakistan to bring Taliban to the Table of

Peace talks (Edward Wong and David jolly,2016).

The conflict in Afghanistan will not finish until "occupation of Afghanistan ends" newly elected

leader of Taliban Mullah Haibuttullah said in his Eid message Week ago, his deputy Serajuddin

Haqqani said "Afghan government as puppet regime" holding peace talks with it is useless. Despite

the above message Afghanistan govemment was optimized over the future peace talks in the firm

of Quadrilateral Coordination Group (QCG) to search out neighbor countries to convince the

Taliban to the table of negotiation with attention to that, QCG has faced with failure due to role of

individual objection by some members such as beside convincing Taliban to negotiation Pakistan

was questioning its interest in reconciliation and another is the death of Taliban leader, China

role in the QCG pursued a paradigm somewhat similar to Pakistan did not play a role as it was

expected and US indicates the role of China growing in Afghanistan at last we can say the QCG

has failed due to every state individual interest (HalimullahKousary, 2016).
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RUSSIA ROLE IN AFGHAN PEACE EFFORTS

Russian Federation new strategy is to undermine westem role in Afghanistan. That is why Moscow

is collaborating with insurgent groups in the region just to protect their strategic interest in Central

Asia. As a Mantytskiy Russian ambassador to Kabul told Reuters, "We have ties with the Taliban

to ensure the security of our political offices, consulates and the security of Cenftal Asia, "(dawq

and 2016). Meanwhile they want to undermine the role of North Atlantic Treaty Organization

OTATO) and step-down the militants of so called Islamic State (Thomas Joscelyn, 2017). Point

often overlooked is that, the Afghan officials are concerned about depending ties between Taliban

and Russia because Russian govemment is providingammunition and fund to the insurgent goups

and this precarious security situation over Afghanistan but Russian offrcial denied this they claim

that "our limited aims is to bring the Taliban to the table of negotiation" (Reuters, 2016). At the

same time, a senior Afghan security offrcial called Russian support for the Taliban a "dangerous

new trend", beside him the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan General John Nicholson called it

a "malign influence" of external actors in Afghanistan (Hamid Shalizi and Josh Smith,2016).

,

With this intention, U.S- NATO and Afghan forces officials had expressed their concems about

Russian support to insurgent groups fighting against Afghan and American backed troops but

Russian government denied all accusation of lending support to insurgency in Afghanistan they

claim that Washingon has frequently tried and failed to open the door to peace because of lack of

confidence building between the Afghan government and U.S. they are failed. In this regard,

Russian ambassador to Kabul Alexander Mantyskiy told Reuters "They are trying to put the blame

for their failures on our shoulders," additionally Russia's ambassador to the United Nations, Vitaly

Churki said to Voice of America "Our contacts with representatives of Taliban are limited to the
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task of providing for the security of Russian nationals in Afghanistan and also aimed at moving

the Taliban towards joining with the process of national reconciliationi' (AyazGul, 2016).

In order to, Taliban formalized their relations with regional and intemational actors beside Turkey,

Qatar, China, Saudi, Norway, Germany and Pakistan they have been flying to Iran, Tajikistan and

Russia even they appointed their representative to some countries as Maulvi Nek Muhammad is

Tatiban envoy to Tehran and Taliban called it 'major political force' for enjoying good relations

with other countries (Pajhwok Report, 2016). Above all, an individual close to the Taliban told

Pajhwok Afghan News Mullah Akhtar Mansoor the previous spiritual leader of Taliban visited

Iran to meet Russian delegation before he was killed in drone strike in Pakistan on May 21,2016

(Heart of Asia, 2016).In reality, Kremlin had been in contacts with Taliban since late 2007, to

point out Moscow claim the sole reason behind supporting Taliban is due to the presence of Islamic

State militants in Afghanistan, they can be threat to Russian national interest in Central Asian

countries but the key point is ties between Russia and Taliban was started in2007 at that time even

so- called islamic State militants were not existent. To gather with, a senior Taliban official told

Reuters "Their sole purpose was to strengthen us against the U.S. and its allies." In addition,

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid, who reportedly said to Reuters, "ISIS is not an issue."

Meanwhile senior Taliban official told to Reuters, that Moscow and Taliban have a "common

enemy" (Tom Batchelor, 2016). And we need support from Russian to get rid of the US and their

lntemational Allies in Afghanistan and wanted all foreign troops to leave Afghanistan soon as

soon as possible (Edwin Mora, 2016).

Eventually, Russian officials tried to help and reach a negotiated political solution to the Afghan

conflict. As mentioned above, Russian govemment conducted three- ways talks with regional

countries to bring the Taliban to the Table of peace talks with Afghan govemment. lndeed these
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talks were so called "working $oup on Afghanistan" but the surprising points in these wider

partnership efforts of peace is Afghanistan and United States were not invited to none of their

meetings. Point to be noted is Afghan conferences are conducting without Afghans. At last, we

can say that Moscow initiative toward peace efforts in Afghanistan is full of distrust (Zahid

Hussain,2017).

IRAN ROLE IN AFGHAN PEACE TALKS WITH TALIBAN

Iran as a neighbor country plays an essential role in Afghan peace trlks with Taliban therefore Iran

has secured its position as a crucial partner by increasing its soft powff in Afghanistan. The

relations between the two countries is close and friendly and want to make it closer more, that is

why the countries promoting the port of Chabahar in Sistan Baluchestan province just to outlet

trade to and from Afghanistan to Central Asia. In cooperation with a land lock Afghanistan iran

want to let Kabul to access to Bandar Abbas on Persian Gulf (FatemehAman, 2015).

First thing to remember those efforts toward peace is an effective step toward stability and security

in Afghanistan that can end violence and will establish durable peace over the country. For the

purpose of peace in Afghanistan, Iran foreign minister requested Chief Executive Dr. Abdullah

Abdullah to invite Iran to the next Quadrilateral Committee Group (GCG)but his proposal is still

weigh so we can say that Tehran strongly supports any move that can help and restart peace

negotiation between Afghan govemment and the Taliban (l.loor Zahid,2017).

Above all, Afghan government officials accused Iranian govemment for providing ammunition

and fund to the insurgent goups operating inside Afghanistan along that Iranian govemment

provided safe haven for Taliban leaders in Mashad, Yezd and kerman cities as Some reports stated
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that 18 months before Iran provided drone planes to Taliban to make films of theii suicidal

operations. Behind Taliban iran has several reasons such as Iran want to disable some of nations

water dams because of that Tehran can get larger share of water from the Helmand river, block

illegal ways of drag trafficking entered Iran soil, step down the gowing of Islamic States militants

and prevent the role of Saudi Arabia influence over the country (Al fuabiya, 2016).

Additionally, Afghan government blames Iranian support toward Taliban is increasing instability

inside Afghaniskn and besides providing ammunition and fund to the Taliban Iran pay cash money

to Taliban. when Abdullah a Taliban commander was arrested he said "whenever we need any

things we turn to Iran and Iran pay us $580 dollar as salary" but Iran denied all that, analyst cited

that Iran strategy behind supporting Taliban is to counter western influence in the region and

provide counterweight to Islamic State militants in Afghanistan (Margherita Stancati, 2015). At

the same time, media reports cited that when Mullah Akhtar Mansoor was on his way to Pakistan

he was killed, reports indicated that he was tracked inside Iran after investigation it was confirmed

that he had multiple visit to Iran and his passport had stamp of entry and exit from Iran (Izaanllah,

2016).
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CHAPTER FOUR

POLICIES OF AFGHAN GOVERNMENT TOWARD PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT

WITH TALIBAN

Forth Chapter will focus on Taliban political office in Qatar, peace deal with Hezb-e Islami

Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, United States policy toward negotiation with Taliban and U.S current

policy about the Taliban. As will be highlighted the role of Qatar office in peace talks and

interviews of Afghan Politicians and public figures.

TALIBAN POLITICAL OFFICE IN QATAR

The Taliban ruled about 90 percent of Afghanistan from September 1996 to 2001 and it was a stark

reality to the world that Taliban controlled more than 90 percent of the country. But the incident

of 9/11 and the U.S. Operation Enduring Freedom in 2001 collapsed the Islamic Emirate Regime

after that Taliban waniors loyal to Islamic Emirate turned to fight against U.S- NATO forces as

well as their allied Afghan govenrmental forces. Fighting for more than ten years the Taliban

showed willingness to have diplomatic voice where they have the oppornrnity to talk with Afghan

govemment and United States. In 2011 December, day after Bonn II Conference it was revealed

that seuet talks between Taliban and United States with Germany as an acting mediator had took

place and that was led to opening of political office for Taliban in Doha Qatar. In these secret talks

Afghan govemment was left isolated that is why the secret talks created doubt among Afghans

politician. Since 20i0. Afghan government has been made several peace proposals toward the

Taliban but Taliban did not show their interest in the process because the insurgent groups of

Taliban thougfot that Afghan government is as a'puppet regime" of western countries. But later

on it was exemplified in the insurgent official statement release on 3 January 2012,in which they



have mentioned the operiing of political office in Qatar to negotiate with US regarding peace

efforts in Afghanistan at the same time they did not write any willingness to discuss the peace talks

with Afghan government, Sooner after, Qatar office has become the single and most important

achievement of peace talks as Taliban prisoners from Guantanamo bay was released on request of

Sayed Tayab Agha in which Qatar offrce was deeply involved. (Sayed MaisamWahidi, 2011).

As well the State of Qatar has played an important role as a mediator actor between the United

States and Taliban. Unlike Saudi fuabia and U.A.E. did not recognize Taliban as a legitimate

govemment of Afghanistan when the movement ruled during 1996 - 2001 but Qatar officials

allowed the Taliban to reside in Doha to be in contact'ivith U.S. and Afghan government. So, in

June 2013, Taliban opened offrce in Doha- Qatar but it was violated by rising of white flag banner

of "The islamic Emirate of Afghanistan" on the building and it raised concems of Afghan

government and later it was promised that the flag of islamic Emirate of Afghanistan would be

removed but still the flag remains albeit on a shorter flaglole another concern was that the process

.was not Afghan-led. Later on. Doha government at the request of US closed th.e office but let

representative of Taliban remained in Qatar. Along with, "exchange of captured US soldier Bowe

Bergdahl for five Taliban figures held by the United States and the Prison facility in Guantanamo

Bay, Cuba.The five released to Qatar were Mullah Mohammad Fazl, the chief of staff of the

Taliban's military Noorullah Noori, the Taliban commander in northem Afghanistan Khairullah

Khairkhwa, the Taliban regime Interior Minister, Mohammad Nabi Omari. a Taliban official, and

Abdul Haq Wasiq, the Taliban regime deputy intelligence chief and these five were banned from

traveling outside Qatar for at least one year. That deadline expired on June 1, 2015, but Qatar

officials extended the travel ban until there is an agreed solution that would ensure the five do not

rejoin the Taliban insurgency Since May 2015, in the Pugwash lnternational Conference on

53



Science and World Affairs had talked in Qatar between Taliban and Afghan officials they agreed

upon on to reopen the office in Qatar so they can reach to solution the offrce head is Sher

Mohammad Stanekzai (Kenneth Katzman, 2016).

To resolve the Afghan conflict peacefully it is important for Afghan government and its western

backers to contact the Taliban who do not have a known located address and Taliban were allowed

to open office in Turkey, Saudi Arabia, U.A.E. and Qatar but the Taliban preferred the state of

Qatar because they considered to be neutral with this Afghan govemment and U.S.A was also

happy with Qatar option and it became a permanent address to the Taliban and currently more than

20 representatives of Taliban reside in Doha (Bbc, 2013). So, the obstacle regarding the office

was peace process not being Afghan-led, and former President Karzai was concerned it could be

used for recruitment, fundraising and making contacts with other countries he was looking for the

guarantees of the office would only be used for peace talks and the flag of Islamic Emirate of

Afghanistan means a diplomatic reality and a military victory, civil groups and women rights

activities feared about limitation of their freedom, C-reated for Pakistan a win-win situatiorr because

achieving their goal of international recognition to its favorite Taliban and main player of solving

Afghan conflict, completely withdrawal of international forces, provided new kind of recognition

for Taliban in intemational arena, issues regarding Afghan constitution (Sami Sadat, 2016).

A part from that Taliban wanted to release their prisoners from Guantanamo and Afghan Jails, also

the removal of remaining Taliban leaders from UN sanction list. Above all, Karzai stance about

*re office was that "Talks should eventually move to Afghanistan, Talks should result in the ending

of violence in Afghanistan and The Taliban office should not become a venue for other countries

to exploit or use for their own interests".( Bbc Asia, 2013).The consequences is, that the political

offrce of Taliban in Doha will give hope to achieve comfortable exit of NATO troops from
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Afghanistan, and establish some sort of relationship with Taliban and Afghan government will

find direct negotiation with the Taliban as well will curb violence and sustain enduring peace and

will remove the Pakistani influence from the Taliban. Beside above, Pakistan will show to the

world that Taliban are an indigenous movement and are not a proxy of Pakistan and will have

control on the strategic line of communications between the Taliban leadership in Pakistan and

their representative in Doha (Sami Sadat, 2016).

For better clarification I interviewed Dr. Obaidullah Kalimzaia Member of Wolesi Jirga

"Parliament" and asked him, Political offrces were opened for Taliban in Qatar, Turkey and Saudi

Arabia to negotiate with Afghan govemment what was there achievement? "What I think these

offices had much success for example Afghan government met with representative of Taliban face

to face and heard their demands and understand their ways of thinking and found the direction of

communication like now Taliban are not fundamentalist such as they are not against women rights,

girls educations, freedom of press, freedom of speech, freedom of movement so it is all the

achievement of the-se office that we understand the way of thinking of Taliban and it is very

important for government to understand it" (Dr. Obaidullah Kalimzai, 2017).

As well I went through the point of view point of Mr . Zia ul Haq Amar Khail CEO of National

Stability Society ind asked him where are the things which were done in the name of peace in

Afghanistan my point of view is political office of Taliban? He said "Will thanks once again, sure

I participated in different conferences about reconciliation with Taliban. And I had met them even

talked with their highlighted leader, in talking with them their view is totally different from what

we think now because most of them are educated and understand what is going on now a days.

and they accept their mistake about banned a kind of entertainment like music. television, videos,

shaving beard, pant shirt. close down girls school even banned sport games that was so extremely
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bad and could not be appear as Islam message of peace and tolerance now they are willing to

end the ongoing bloodshed, finish the conflict and want to live in peace and tolerance. Meanwhile

they accept the constitutions, do not have problems with women educations and the current regime

they claim that we should bring slightly changes in the constitutions, do re-elections and finished

comrption, they do not claim that constitution must change overall"(Ziaul Haq Amarkhil, 2016).

Above all, I interviewed The Director General ofthe Center for Strategic and Regional Studies Dr.

Abdul Baqi Amin whom visited Qatar on J:uly 24 and had met the members of the Taliban's

Political Office and ask over him, will the Taliban agree to be a part of Afghan govemment in a

democratic set-up? He said "I think Tatiban do not want to be a part of the political set up Taliban

want peace it means that we should consider overall situation in Afghanistan like constitution,

government structure. foreign troops presence and Taliban are ready for peace but government do

not have any mechanism toward peace like Afghan govemment call to Pakistan to bring Taliban

to peace table. Overall govemment does not have any entity or body who understand the language

of Taliban. Secondly, Afghan government do not have good and trusted third party, as from one

side they call on Pakistan to convince Taliban to negotiation from another side they do not trust

Pakistan, here govemment created mistrusted vacuum. Besides that, inside Afghan government

there is people who do not want peace with Taliban they want to disturb talks with Taliban it is

another problem as well there is people within Taliban who do not want peace with government

and want to continue the war against ANSF. Above all, we should not be totally against Pakistan

if we make good relation with Pakistan I am sure it is on our benefit and should stop the view of

public if you are against Pakistan you are a good Afghans and if you are not against Pakistan your

spy of Pakistan it is a big problems and fence for peace. The problems is Afghan govemment
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cannot convince Pakistan that our soil will be not used against Pakistan and islamabad fear from

increasing Indian presence in Afghanistan" (Abdul.Baqi Amin, 2017).

PEACE DEAL BETWEEN HEZB.E ISLAMI GULBUDDIN AND NATIONAL UNITY
GOVERNMENT

The leader of Hezb e Islami Afghanistan (HIA) Gulbaddin Hekmatyar had battled against soviets

unions in the 1980s and then took part in Afghan civil war that erupted after their withdrawal

clashing with the so- called Northem Alliance later he was driven out when Taliban seized power

in 1996 but retumed after the American invasion vowing to resist what he termed the foreign

occupations (Rahim Faiez,2017). After all, for last one month the name of Gulbadeen Hekmatyar

leader of Hezb-e- Islamis circulating in the media.

Afghan govemment is requesting from French and Russia to remove the name of Hekmatyar from

UNSC blacklist because removal of Hekmatyar from UN sanctions list was one of the three

significant chapters which contain 25 articles regarding peace deal between Hezb-e islami (HI)

and National Unity Government. Sooner later, France and Russia rejected the removal of HI leader

name from I-INSC blacklist consequently he released a statement and said "UN blackiist is not

important" he noted, whatever I will come to my country and there is no need of visa to enter to

Kabul and it is intra- Afghan peace deal. To demonstrate it, since last tkee months NUG has been

working on finalization of peace deal with HI and want to fulfill all its promises which it made

in the deal. In particular in 2009 when a significant member of Hezb-e Islami Dr. Ghairate Baheer

was released from Bagram jail shortly after the peace talks between Hezb-e Islami and Afghan

govemment started. Point often overlooked is that, from 201I to 2014 HI has sent 17 times its
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delegation to Kabul in order to ionduct peace talks but these efforts had no clear-cut outcome it

could be due to HI militant presence in the battlefreld and opposition of some parties with HI. But

whenever Ghani seized power in Kabul he strictly followed Taliban and HI to peace Talks finally

NUG and HI has singed peace deal on 22 Sepember 2016.

After singing the deal, President Ashraf Ghani formed a commission to implement the provisions

of peace deal with HL President advisor "Dr. Akram Khpalwak was selected as head and

Faizullah Zaki and Muhammad Masood Andarabi as ttre members of the Afghan government's

representatives in this commission and Qazi Abdul Hakim Hakim was the head and Mohammad

Amin Karim and Ghairat Baheer were the members of HI's representative Azizttllah Din

Mohammad, Ataurairman Salim, HabibaSarabi and Mawlawi AbdukAabir Ochqon were selected

as the representatives of High Peace Council (HPC)" (Center for strategic and regional studies,

2017). So, the first meeting of executive commission held on 7 November 2016,to implement the

bellow three commitments.

First, Hezb-e Islami leader Hekmatyar removal from IIN blacklist Second. HI prisoners should be

release, Third distribution of 20 thousand Numras 500 square meters of land to the migrant

affiliated to HI (Center for strategic and regional studies, 2017). Afghan government officials met

with United Nations delegations regarding removal of Hekmatyar name from LINSC blacklist. as

Karim Amin Hekmatyar special envoy says that Ghani executive officer national council official

and other authorities have seriously asked the UN delegation for removal of Hekmatyar Name

from tenorist blacklist. According to the peace deal signed between the two parties the removal of

Hekmatyar name from UN blacklist is responsibilities of Afghan govemment. In this part,

Presidential palace asked the U.S. for help to remove the group from the LIN blacklist therefore,
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Afghan government requested from UN with the help of to remove Hekmatyar from UN blacklist

(ariananews ,2016).

Finally on 3 February 2017 UN Security Council Committee removed the name of Gulbaddin

Hekmatyar from ttre blacklist just to support peace efforts in Afghanistan. The Security Council

committee removed Hekmatyar name following the request on Afghan government and it shows

the UN support to peace making in Afghanistan. In the meanwhile, Mohammad Karim Amin,

Head of HIA Delegation told "removal of HIA leader's name from UN-black list is a positive step

toward peace in Afghanistan." ln the two year of formal and non- formal negotiation the peace

draft contains tluee chapters and 25 articles The HIA committed to accept Constitution of the

country and renounce anti-state activities. The parry also pledged to end its ties with terrorist outfits

(Farhad Naibkhel, 2017).The removal of Hekmatyar leader of Hezb e Islami from tenorist blacklist

of ISIS and Al-Qaeda would let Hekmatyar have no longer have his assets frozen" be subject to a

travel ban or to an arms embargo and he will have full political rights.

For better clarification about coming Hekmatyar to peace process I interviewed Zia ul Haq

Amarkhil former Head of the Secretariat of Independent Election Commission (IEC) and current

CEO ofNational Stability Society and asked him, Hezeb-e- Islami came to the point of negotiation

with Afghan Government why so late? He said" I talked with most of the key political figures of

Hezb-e-Islami they said we were shouting to government about negotiation but nobody were

listening to us and I participated in different conferences about reconciliation with Taliban. And

I had met Taliban leader even talked with their key leaders in talking with them their view is

totally different from what we think now because most of them are educated and understand what

is going on now a days, and they accept their mistake about banned a kind of entertainment like

music, television, videos, shaving beard, pant shirt, close down girls school even banned sport
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games that was so extremely bad and could not be appear as Islam message of peace and tolerance

now they are willing to end the ongoing bloodshed, finish the conflict and want to live in peace

and tolerance. Meanwhile they accept the constitution, do not have problems with women

educations and the cunent regime they claims that we should bring slightly changes in the

constitutions, do re-elections and finished comrption, They do not claim that constitution must

change overall and I think if Taliban come as well it is not late for them as well I hope all waning

come to table of peace" (Ziaul Haq Amarkhil, 2016).

Notably Hekmatyar, a white bearded and clad in his trademark black turban after 20 years in

hiding returns to Kabul on 4 May 2017 he came 8 months after the govemment signed peace deal

with his representative Amin Karim. Heze-e-Islami leader Gulbduddin Hekmatyar first appeared

in public in Lag:4an province and had met with his followers and govemment officials later he

went to eastem province of Nangrahar and from there he came to Kabul with a convoy of heavy

armed men and dozens of Kabul residents came out with chanting "Long live Hekmatyar". Then

he met with Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, Chief Executive, former jihadi leaders and other

senior governmental officials and also Gulbbudin delivered a long speech at presidential palace

(CSRS, 2017). As well, in his speech he assured the rights of women, freedom of press, the media

and civil society and freedom of movement and at the same time called on Taliban "his brother"

to end their insurgency and offered them to mediate talks with govemment as he said "I call upon

the Taliban to choose me as their brother," he told a ceremony that was held in his honor at the

presidential palace. "I will fight for all your legitimate demands." And also he said to "end all

reasons for the presence of foreigr troops" in Afghanistan and end this war and rescue the counul,

from crisis peace is the only wa1,. And he called on neighboring countries Iran and Pakistan not to

interfere in Afghanistan. Additionally, President Ghani prized the peace deal with Hezb-e- Islami
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and said the country had taken "a big step" toward peace and called upon on all opposition goups

to follow the footsteps Hezb-e-Islami and join the peace as he added "Let me ask the Taliban.

What agenda and goal do you have other than killing innocent people? What have you achieved?"

(Radio Free European, 2017).

Last but not the least, some Afghans are worry that in what way the peace deal with Hekmatyar

will bring peace to the counfiy and this was cleared in Hekmatyar first speech to public since his

return to ttre public he called on the recalcitrant Taliban to join the "caravan of peace" to put down

their arms and join the peace. As LIN remove his name from black list meantime European Union

has backed the deal and offered millions of dollar to implement the deal with Hekmatyar and his

party. For the time being. some believe that peace with Gulbbudin is not success at all because the

party was not directly involved fighting against govemment so it will not reduce the war and the

level of violence and majority are in the view that Hezb-e- Islami leader should be tried in front of

an Intemational Court of law for his crime that he committed against Afghan People.

But the interesting point is several member ofthe parry is already present in the highest institution

of the current government while are fighting against the same goverrrment by this Hezb-e- Islami

will get more power in coming elections as their leader said his party will participate in elections.

And he said that 2014 elections was disrupted by Washington and National Unity Government

was "not working" either Abdullah or Ghani should resign (Nicole Valentini. 2017). To illustrate

this point clearly I interviewed Dr. Abdul Baqi Amin chief executive officer of Center for Strategic

and Regional Studies (CSRS) and asked him As Hikmatyar is out of black list, now what can be

his role in this process? He said "In my opinion it was positive step toward peace and Hekmatyar

called on all waning group to join the caravan of peace as well he said now war took another shape

only Afghans are dying and the conflict between Hekmatyar and Taiiban is not new it was starred
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decades ago and they reason Hekmatyar came to Peace is, when American troops withdrew from

Afghanistan and ttre war became between Afghans so he realized that now it is time for peace

negotiation. Additionally, Hekmatyar put a positive impact on Taliban'as well, and Taliban now

rcalize that just Afghans die in this conflict. Even Taliban said in Qatar we are ready to join peace

process and Hekmatyar did well they realized ttrat we want to stop killing of innocent Afghans"

(Abdul.Baqi Amin, 2017).

Last and most importantly, govemment is very happy that Hekmatyar called on Taliban to join the

caravan of peace as Dr. Obaidullah Kalimzaia Member of Wolesi Jirga "Parliament" told me in

personal interview and I asked him what can be his role in this process? He said" government

showed that we are serious in peace talk with all waning groups whether it is Taliban or Hezb-e-

islami or whatever, and Hekmatyar gave a positive green light for Taliban and showed that here is

place for them in this govemment as well" (Dr. Obaidullah Kalimzal2017).

ROLE OF THE U.S.A. IN AFGHAN TALIBAN PEACE TALKS

A resurgent movement of Taliban is threatening to overun some part of Afghanistan and it is just

200 mile far from Kabul. Beside them ISIL Militants-Iftorasan Province (IStr-- KP) is emerging

in the east Jalalabad Province Afghan army is faced with huge challenges fighting on multiple

fronts The war is getting harsh and it is pulling NATO forces back into combat therefore American

forces sees no way out of Afghanistan. With the new administration ofPresident Donald Trump it

is time for U.S. to think again for its strategy and policy as war and military operation was not an

effective ways for peace. Negotiation and reconciliation is the only way for effective solution of

cunent conflict and could bring peace and stability in Afghanistan. So far, United States has shown

bipartisan determination to continue engagement in Afghanistan. The role of constrictive
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diplomacy with Taliban will renew th6 long lasting peace commitment of the U.S. and U.S.

realized that military operation would not create peace and the only way to bring peace in Kabul

is to talk with Taliban through constrictive diplomacy. Peace success will incentivize and motivate

Taliban to lay their weapons and break ties with Al-Qaeda partner as well, other militant goup

will be also encouraged and motivate to abandon their weapons and join peace negotiation. U.S.

along with Afghan government is working for regional integration with collaboration of regional

actors who are concerned about the re-emergence of Taliban such as Pakistan looks to recognize

its vulnerability if the Taliban get too strong in Afghanistan as will china is anxious about

radicalization of Muslim in northeast (Marzia, 2ll6).Above all that, I interviewed Dr. Obaidullah

Kalimzai a Member of Wolesi Jirga "Pariiament" and asked him what role America has played

regarding negotiation with Taliban? He said "U.S. strategy about Taliban is different at first stage

during 2001 U.S. was not in the fever of negotiation with Taliban they thought we can defeat

Taliban in battle field but later on they realize that military operation alone cannot create a lasting

peace in Afghanistan so after 2010 their policy changed toward Taliban and they started

hqn Iilrp fhev ccid thal d Afshan led oeace oroaar, *ilInegotiation with Taliban like they said that an Afghan owned and Afghan led peace pr

bring Taliban to peace As well, they support Afghan govemment policies toward peace talking

with Taliban as they were involved in all talks with Taliban and U.S in coordination with Qatar

established offrce for Taliban in Doha and as well they created Quadrilateral Group of Pakistan,

China, United States and Afghanistan 1o convince Taliban to come and join the current peace

process" (Dr. Obaidullah Kalimzai, 2016).

Afterwards the Afghan government and U.S. realized that there are several ways for them to

counter reswgence of the Taiiban. First, a concerted effort by the Afghan govemment is to stop

poppy cultivation and drug trafficking would cut off Taliban income. Second, U.S. should continue
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targetingremnants of militant goups like Al-Qaeda, ISIL- Khorasan Province (ISIL-KP). Third,

Taiiban realized, statement about supporting "national projects"including Turkmenistan,

Afghanistan, Pakistan and India (TAPD gas Pipeline. By supporting such project Taliban cannot

benefrts from foreign company. At this point, the Afghan government and U.S. need Pakistan

cooperation in the process of peace talks with Taliban and Afghan government requested from the

U.S. to put pressure on Pakistan to stop its aid to insurgents $oup like Haqqani netwrork.

Reconciliation and political settlement with Taliban should become an integral part of the U.S.

security strategy in Afghanistan and to estimate the level of efforts and the degree of seriousness

of Taliban about peace talks is outreached to Pakistan especially to Pakistan army which looks as

a key arbiter in Pak- Afghan policy. In this regard during the visit to Kabul General Raheel Sharif

on Feb. 17,2016 quoted that "Afghanistan's enemy is the enemy of Pakistan," in the meantime

President Askaf Ghani said in an interview with Guardian in March 2016 in reference to Pakistan

reliance "we wanr friendly relationship, but not to be under Pakistan's thumb." (Daud Khattak,

2015). For further clarification of U.S. policy regarding peace talks with Taliban I questioned Dr.

Abdul Baqi Amin CEO of Center for Strategic and Regionat Stuiies and asked him. What is the

role and stance of United States regarding peace talks with Taliban? He said "I concur with farmer

president Hamid Kwzai which he said that "peace in Afghanistan is at the hand of Pakistan and

U.S. A." Thus, Washington role in Afghanistan is very important if they want to stop the hostilities

they can do it easily Islamabad and Washington are the main actors of Afghanistan conflict and

their mediating role is very important in conflict with Taliban. Apart from this, Afghans

themselves created the situation worst and provided interference for extemal actors to interfere in

Afghanistan intemal affairs, most importantly if Afghans come together they can say "no

presence" of U.S. uoops in Afghan soil just like iraqi government did so in this manner we can
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finish the current war. As a matter of fact, U.S. want to instable the region mostly Washin$on

stance was to defeat Taliban and Al-Qaeda so they can tell to their people that Al-Qaeda killed our

people and we took the revenge from them. To demonstrate this point it highlight that they do

not come to Afghanistan to bring peace for Afghans they just came to take revenge from A1-

Qaeda that is all. Furthermore, what is going in Afghanistan, who is dying , who is suffering U.S.

do not care looks their all aid are symbolic from one door their aid is coming and from another

door it goes back to U.S. again in reality they do not work for the infrastructure and reconstruction

of Afghanistan U.S. As a part from this, they weaken Karzai administration by creating similar

institution for Afghan government just to faceKxzai with conflict Moreover, Washinglon do not

want peace in Afghanistan even they do not want peace in overall Islamic world, they played an

important role to create ISIS and destabilize Middle East they are ruling the world conflict.

Furthermore, their presence in Afghanistan is fear for Russian, China and even can influence North

Korea, if U.S. wanted peace in Afghanistan so their aid should be spent on Afghans needy, Taliban

representative told me in Qatar that U.S. do not want durable peace in Afghanistan they told me

that we told to America we want peace in Afghanistan but they do not listen to us" (Dr. Abdul

Baqi Amin, 2017). As well I interviewed Mr. Tayab Agha the head of the political wing of the

Taliban and a close aide to Mul.lah Omar and asked him. What is the role of regional states and

U.S. in reconciliation between Afghan Govemment and Taliban? He said "Regional countries

played a controversial role in Afghan peace process. Their stance is to cooperate with Afghanistan

at cutting insurgency but that is standpoint looks symbolic and they regional players are deeply

involved in supporting insurgency in Afghanistan and they realized that stability in Afghanistan

support regional security if they collaborate with Afghan government it would be in the best

interest ofthe region. But I think they are not willing to cooperate in this regards honestly the same
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policy is applied by United States and their allies" (S. Tayab Agh4n 2016).Additionally, Peace

with Taliban remained uncertain United States and Afghanistan has shown their interest and

willingness to go after Taliban leader around ttre region with the intension of ending instability in

Afghanistan. The political and military victory in Afghanistan required three pillars" Siguificant

improvement in the Afghan govemment performance, long term US commitment, and regional

cooperation and investment in Afghanistan" as well the killing of Mullah Mansour in US drone

strike in Balochistan province of Pakistan has further upset the fragile Afghan peace process and

made ripple on the relations of Pakistan and United States and it seen ebb and flow as the lnterior

Minister of Pakistan Chaudhary Nisar Ali Khan accused Washingon of "sabotaging the peace

talks with Afghan Taliban Therefore the Quadrilateral Coordination Group (QCG) framework and

the peace process has taken a back seat and negotiation with Taliban dated back to the early stages.

Through creating QCG Pakistan, US, China and Afghanistan wanted to convince Taliban to peace

talks but Taliban refused to participate in the process, they said only if certain precondition were

met, completely withdrawal of foreign troops, removal of Taliban leader from UN blacklist, and

releasing of Taliban detainees from Afghan prisons we can join the course of action. United States

policy is to crack down and take out Taliban leader who opposed to peace talks with Afghan

govemment for that reason US killed Mullah Mansour US commitment to stabilize Afghanistan,

support its government and crush the insurgent and put pressure on Pakistan to crack down on the

Haqqani Nenrork. As last we can say that the Afghan government had no clear roadmap for peace

(Shah. K. (2016).Consequently now, it is a decade and half of glll attacks and U.S leftover

intensely engaged against counterterrorism in Afghanistan. Iraq and Syria and approximately 8400

U.S. forces is still in frontline with extremist groups as in April 2017 United States dropped one

of the most powerful "non-nuclear bombs -a GBU-43/B massive ordnance air blast bomb" against
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Islamic State militants tunnels in eastern province of Nangarhar. A question which is still

circulating in the mind of people is. Whether U.S. has no or little interest in Afghanistan? As one

Chicago Tribune reported "we have no prospect for victory in Afghanistan and no appetite for

what it would take even to gain the upper hand. In tuth, we have already lost ttrat war." Some says

that United States wasted huge sum of money on reconstruction sectors instead of focusing on

counterterrorism. The U.S. has wide range of national security interest in Afghanistan and abroad,

like balancing against major power such as China and Russi4 controlling North Korea, stopping

Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons, targeting tenorist and extremist groups activities in iraq and

Syria but U.S. has important national security interest in Afghanistan first, the presence of

different extremist goups in Afghanistan and U.S withdrawal will allowed them to increase their

activities in the region second, an ongoing war would increase regional instability in regional

countries were to support militia and insurgent gtoups, Washington interest is to prevent major

power conflict in region especially conflict between nuclear power Pakistan and lndia, third NATO

withdrawal from Afghanistan would faster the perception that U.S is not reliable ally and extremist

group will see military departure as their most important victory such as the departure of Soviet

forces from Afghanistan inl989 and it is called Mujahedeen victory (Jones, 2017).
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CHAPTER FTVE

CONCERNING POINTS OF PEACE SETTLEMENT WITH TALIBAN

This chapter will mainly focus on meeting and seminar which were held face to face between

Taliban and representative of Afghan government along with intemational diplomats,

academician, policy maker and journalist. And will point out the key challenges and

recommendation to both conflicted sides like Taliban and Afghan government. From the last few

years Pugwash has been organizing non official meetings about Afghanistan Pugwash gathering

is academic where all participants are free to expose their opinion on a non- attributive basis. The

participants are representative or people linked to different parties and goups from Afghanistan

including civil society, tank tanks, non-governmental organization, and people from United

Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). Thus, the participant kept in mind that

they did not represented the organization they just represented him/her in friendly environment.

PUGWASH MEETING ON AFGHANISTAN

The important points highlighted by pugwash are below:

1. The participants in general appreciated and shared their sense of gratitude toward state of Qatar

for hospitaliry and assistance for organizing the meetings.

Z.Endof violence and bringing peace in Afghanistan was wholeheartedly supported by panakers.
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3. Civilian causdlities should be taken in to serious account. the conflict have been cried everybody'

who lamented them differences may exist. But protection of civilian should be priority for

everybody.

4. The rore of international forces regarding civilian causarities is not acceptable. Many said that

NATO forces have to leave Afghanistan soon'

5. Discrimination against any political party or gloup would be problems to peace process'

Especially, removing Taliban from Black List will created opport*nity for peace and all political

prisoners should be released.

6. Poppy cultivation, comrption, unemployment and drug smuggling are the most serious problems

of Afghanistan'

7. poriticar structure of cunent system like Afghanistan constitution shouid be discussed in details'

No political party should have monopoly on power'

8. Whatever, Afghanistan will be an Islamic State. This does not mean that there is discrimination

against minorities.

9. Education for both men and women was underiined by everybody and education will heavily

depend on Peace'

10.Theso-calledlslamicstate(Daesh)isaforeignphenomenon.

1 1. Relation and cooperation with neighbor countries should be strengthening this does not mean

that neighbor countries are welcomed to interfere in Afghanistan intemal affairs'

I

I

I

I

i
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12. The 02-03 May 2015 meeting should be followed by other meetings until the peace plocess N

sustained.

1 3. Taliban prayed an important role in Doha Talks and they should be opened to facilitate meeting

and talks.

14. State of Qatar, united Nations, and non-governmental organization like Pugwash should be

hopefutly continue to support the Afghan Peace Process'

15. Public interest should be

(Ramusino, P. C. (2015).

center of attentions of the participants in the next meetings

PUGWASH MEETING ON PEACE AND SECURITY IN AFGHANISTAN

Fifty five senior academicians with wide range ofbackground in peace and reconciliation gathered

on23-24January 2016 inDoha Qatar to talk about peace talks between Afghan govemment and

Taliban. The gathering was un- official it was held in the spirit of mutual respect and non-

discrimination a[ participants expressed their appreciation to the govemment of Qatar for allowing

this events of academicians to take place in Doha. The purpose of this conference was to explore

steps toward peaceful and independent Afghanistan. The participants of this conference

highlighted the following stePs.

l. The long lasting war has been imposed on Afghanistan and it had bad impact on their daily life

peace is an insistent need for Afghans and they are waiting impatiently for peace'
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2.Militaryconfrontationmustbeend.Peaceandstabilityshouldbeachievedandsovereigntyof

Afghanistan must be observed in regitimacy of constitutional framework..Finarly NAT. troops

must leave Afghanistan'

3.Somememberssaidthatthecurrentconstitutionshouldbeamendedwhileothersbelievedthat

it shourd be rewritten the subject of constitution should be discuss in detail in coming gathering'

4. Afghans themselves should contol the politics of Afghanistan only international experts should

help them in technical, economic and cultural promotion'

5.Freedomforallpartiesshouldbeensuredfromnowon.Allsideshouldsittogether,banon

travelandblacklistshouldbeeliminated,freedomofmovementshouldbeguaranteedalongwith

visa facilitation eventually all participant agreed that Taliban should have an office and an address'

6. To faster peace dialogue among the parties, some said that the negotiation must lead by Afghans

in their traditional establishment like Jirga'

'7. *A'ceaiefire must be a part of negotiation"'

8. End to civilian causalities is shared goals of all'

g. The primary concem is constitution and it need to be discussed in details Afghanistan should

have and Isramic government some believed the present constitution needs to be changed or

amended but the fundamental concem is that constitution should have the monopoly of power to

ensure the right of no discrimination on the base of religion'

10' It was said that, peace can create a better environment for economic development which will

benefits all, role of civil society. freedom of expression and education according to the Islamic

principle in achieving these goals was agteed'
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11. Activities under the name of ISIS Daesh in Afghanistan is foreign phenomenon and rejected

by Afghan PeoPle.

12. The participants emphasized on to end violence against women and no abuse against human

rights.

13. 
,.Health and education issues are a priority independent of the various political positions"'

i4.Protectpublicpropertieslikeschools,hospitalsandcountryinfrastructureisimportant.Those

who commit crime against them should be prosecuted'

15. From the past decades, devastation of society in regards of drugs, illiteracy rate, less access to

health care, un-employments and high comrptions took place over the country and it should be

end.

16. All participants desired for future engagements, and welcome friendship of cooperation to

support Afghan peace building with the international community based on mutual respect'

17. Ail participants showed their wiilingness of continuing this serious meeting of pugwash in

Doha (Pugrvash,2016)'

POINTS CONCERNING A POSSIBLE PEACE WITH TALIBAN

13December2016IntercontinentalHotelKabulwaswitnessedofPugwashmeeting.The

gatheringhadaroundfortyparticipantssuchaspoliticians'tribalelders'parliamentmembersand

policy makers from different orientation' The means of the conference was peace efforts in

Afghanistan with possible agleement with Taliban to convince them to come and join the cunent
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govemment. The participants should fully discuss the pughwash proposal for peace in Afghanistan

theproposalisinitialdroptanditshouldbefurtherexplaininfullydetails.

Presently atl Afghans wish for restoration of peace everybody is tired of war and violence' The

decades old conflict did not give victory to either side. So, there is urgent need ofperpetual peace

over the entire tenitory of Afghanistan, the fo[owing points will higNight the concerning points

toward peace.

l.TheprimarystageistheestablishmentofceasefirebetweenthecurrentAfghangovemmentand

the Taliban movement. ceasefire is the common wish of all Afghans, and it should be enter into

force over entire countrY.

2. A unique nationar committee with a propff mechanism should be established for verification of

ceasefire.

3. Both parties should guarantee absolute freedom of movement of people and goods over the

country.

4. People connected with Taliban should be delisting from UN sanction list'

5. presence of foreign troops should end according to agleement. For the protection of diplomatic

missions an exception should be made'

6. Kabul will never host any one whose aim is to promote global conflict' Both parties showed

their interest in this Point.

7. According to amnesty law the prisoner related to Taliban movement or other insurgent group

should be released, and amnesty will not cover any crime, genocide, and rape and murder case of

private citizen in the future
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8. Those who are in the custody of Taliban movement should be freed' or handed over to the

government in case of private violence such as rape, genocide and murder of intemational private

citizens.

9. Freedom of speech, expression and movement should be guarantee by both parties' Women

rights human rights should be fuily respected by everyone and that should be guarantee by law.

10. Afghanistan is an Islamic county; there should be no discrimination on the base of color'

language, religion, race and ethnicity'

11. Cunent constitution should be amended

12. The parties' consent that intemational donors are welcomed to Afghanistan whose mission is

cooperation for economic development, restolation of natural resources and environmental

protection.

13. with the help of Intemational community Afghanistan will be put in condition to make

available service to Afghan people in different sectors like education, medical and transportation.

14. After the process of reintegration, the miiitants of Taliban should be defined means the

combatant,s forces should enter to armed forces of national police and national army'

15. Poppy cultivation and selling of illegal drug should be end'

16. After the agreement general election will be held on proper time' And the winning party will

run the country for the constitutional defined period'

.

17. The law of Afghanistan should be compatible with Sharia. A principle body of ulema' As

well, for further information I interviewed Tayab Agha and asked him where is the thing which
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was done in the name of peace in Afghanistan? Political offtces were opened for Taliban in Qatar'

Turkey and Saudi fuabia to negotiate with Afghan government what was there achievement? He

said..This conference had personal interest it was not the lead way of negotiation with Taliban' It

had project shape of personal interest. Additionally if these conferences were made to bring peace

and end conflict in Afghanistan now we would see positive outcome like peace but I think it is

western countries project by the name of mediating just to deceive people and prolong the conflict

because all gathering were made by western and they were Mediating players' Western view point

was really matter in all gathering with Taliban. And western would only achieve their interest in

conflict and war because prolonging war create situation for them to stay for long in Afghanistan

so they can reach to their goals. In my opinion it is clear-cut to all that Afghanistan is colonized

by westems at the same time Afghan citizens are colonized by Afghan government' In current

govemment all high official are electing by references and govemmental ministries took the shape

of private homes where friends and relatives gathering so in friendly environment they feel free

do comrption and fill out their pockets from public money. Despite election had done but all

election were just symbolic none of people representative is elected yet' And also Instead of peace

talks with Taliban we should do first peace with Pakistan not Taliban because Taliban are puppets

of pakistan and this is what government said. But what I think that is what Taliban says too and

Taliban is some have correct and tluough the point than governments' I just return from Qatar I

participated in one conference by the mane of "rescue from Pakistan" in this conference all were

agreed that we can resolve our problems only through Afghans. non- Afghans can do nothings

regarding peace in Afghanistan, looks Taliban says more than 45 countries came to our land and

they colonized us, So with colonized and puppets we cannot negotiate because they are not free

and cannot canied on their own decisions and talking with Afghan govemment is wasting of time.
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pakistan has direct influence by Taliban but now totally dependent by Pakistan some have they

are dependent what I think accusing one another would not end the conflict if we put these talks a

side so we can reach to conclusion and a positive outcome (Tayab Agha, 2016)'

CHALLENGES Of PEACE TALKS WITH TALIBAN AI\D RESPOND OF CURRENT

GOVERNMENT

To find out the way of solution regarding peace I went through Afghan politician and interviewed

them as I asked from Dr. obaidullah Kalimzai is a Member of wolesi Jirga "Parliament" Why the

cunent strategy regarding peace negotiation with Taliban is not efficient and meaningful? He said

"Dear Muhibullah it is my pleasure to have you here at my office I am very happy you're doing

master at international Islamic University which is one of my favorite university and coming to

your question regarding negotiation with Taliban it was started at the time of former president

Hamid Karzaiand many Taliban leader put down their weapon and joined government it is all the

role of High peace Council, yes diffrculties are there in High Peace Council like there is some'

people who really do not want Taliban to be a part of the current system but they are only few'

yes it is clear to all that Taliban are not alone they have many donors and get direct support from

them. Looks fighting has very huge cost and it is very difficult for Taliban to carry on their 16

years fighting. So Taliban cannot do it alone by themselves. the fact is Taliban are directly

receiving help from Pakistan, Iran, Russia, fuab Countries. And Taliban claimed that these

countries are helping them, they send their representatives for Hajj" pilgrimage" during hajj they

are seeking for collectin gZakatfrom Arab traders. I can only say it is very complex game we are

facing now,' as well asked him Peace talk is a weapon in the hands of most skilled side, some

parties want to pursue thek own interest in any way they can What do you think? He said "ln my



opinionitisrightthatmanywarlordsseetheirsurvivalinprolongingtheconflictwittrinsurgent

because some of these warlords fought against the regime of Taliban and they are still member of

High peace council they fear if raliban come and join the present administration so they will be

taken to court because most of them are involved in high comrption such as they built house in

sher pore areas and give their house to High peace council by rent and ttrey are receiving a huge

bundle of money from this way, they recruited their relatives and friend in IIPC and they are talking

good salary. So, if Taliban come from where these people will find money that is why some of

them want to extend the conflict with Taliban (Dr. Obaidullah Kalimzai' 2016)'

As well I interviewed the similar question from Mr. Ziatl Haq Amar Khail cEo of National

Stability Society and asked him. could you tell me about High peace council achievement during

the past five years please? He said "First of all I would like to thank from you and it is my pleasure

to talk to you about such interesting topic like negotiation with rariban, will Afghan High Peace

council had some achievement such as we see on daily news that most of the local fighters are

welling to the process of reconciliation and till now hundreds of local commanders of Taliban put

down their weapon on the ground and joined Afghan government' Coming to the point while

Taliban want peace and govemment want too. So, who do not want and why we do not reach to

conclusion? Hmmm, interesting question here inside Afghanistan political parties and outside

Afghanistan some countries are using Taliban and persuading them to prolong the conflict because

they are taking advantage from this conflict, I want to say our neighbors countries has influence

on Taliban and neighbors do not want peace in Afghanistxt"(Z' Amar khail'2016)'

Also I have interviewed Dr. Abdul Baqi cEo of center for Strategic and Regional Studies and

asked him what is the role of regional states in reconciiiation between Afghan Government and

Taliban? He said 
..In this side, political ethics play important roie and Pakistan has multi- political
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task in Afghanistan such as Pakistan want to get financial support from western countries and for

the long time Islamabad is working on it second Pakistan want to reduce Indian role in

Afghanistan. Pakistan think that after cold war lndia became good ally of America so Pakistan

want to take the position of Indian in Afghanistan for this purpose they bring Kashmir issue here

as well, so pakistan created a situation in Afghanistan that peace will just come to Afghanistan

through Islamabad door and their stance is clear that until Pakistan do not want to bring peace in

Afghanistan, Kabul cannot bring peace'

As well, Taliban says that Pakistan cut down our feet like Pakistan brought u's'A' forces to the

region they gave our leaders to u.S. they sold our commanders and leaders to u's'A' because of

money therefore now a day,s Tariban do not trust Isramabad and rariban tried to occupy an isolated

position and cut down their ties with pakistan but they cannot do it because still the key member

of Taliban are living in Pakistan and they have to accept Pakistan army demands as well' Islamabad

want to have their pressure on Taliban without end. So, both side Pakistan and Taliban is playing

mistrusted game with one another and the deceiving diversion between them was started after 2010

while Taliban started relations with china, Iran, Russian and other countries so it means that now

they do not need pakistan support at all beside Pakistan there is other actors whom are willing to

help them. In my opinion here is another problem although that is Afghan govemment assume

that peace talks should be only held inside Afghanistan and must be led by afghans' the

governmental offrcial do not trust third parfy they do not like the mediating role of regional

counfiies like due to the vacuum of mistrust specially on Pakistan. Of course Afghan government

do not see a trusted third party as they experienced the mediating role of Pakistan' China, Qatar,

Saudi Arab, u.s.A. and Turkey and they failed that is why Kabul says this is our issue we should

resolve it by ourselves. ln my view another problem regarding peace with Taliban is blaming
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game of Pakistan and Afghanistan as Afghan government says peace with Taliban is at the hand

of Pakistan and it is only possible through Pakistan side, because Tatiban are under direct support

of pakistan therefore Kabul says instead of raliban we should talk with Pakistan and Afghan

government cailed that Taliban are puppet of pakistan at the same time Taliban called that Afghan

government is puppet of United States of Amsrica. Hence, this is very complicated issue" and

asked him what do you think about High peace council? He said "I think HPC council has multi

challenges like I can ttre member of the council even do not know their job, its mission is to

negotiate with warring goups and return them from fight to peace but Taliban view HPC very

badly regarding their provincial offices because HPC created provincial offices to offer frnancial

aids to Tariban reader and bring them to join political set of current government so think is this

peace or tactics of war? The same Taliban are doing they gave money to national army personal

to leave their jobs and join Taliban I think this is not the way toward peace which HPC is dealing

with it is the way and tactic of war. Second the council does not have the capacity to talk with

Taiiban there is no honesty between HPC members. Third the council doesn't have fulI authority

to negotiate with insurgents they are bound by other governmental organization that is why the

feel limited authority" (Dr. Abdul Baqi Amin, 2017). And well I asked Tayab Agha' why the

cunent strategy regarding peace negotiation with Taliban is not efficient and meaningful' To many

of us High peace council has symbolic symbol? The council is combined from a people who do

not understand the meaning of reconciliation and are not interested to conflict resolution

meanwhile it is not dependent council and government do not let it to be dependent' Whatever

govemment tells them to do they must do. Beside that in all their activities government permission

is must to precede their orders. Let's see if high peace council had dependent members and people

who have wanted really peace in Afghanistan now we would see the outcome of last few years of
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. 
negotiations with rariban, and arso the conllicted parties wourd trust them. For Taliban High Peace

council is not dependent council. The reason we do not reach to conclusion with Taiiban is

.governmentofficialsbecausemostofthemarenotinterestedtobringpeaceintheCountrybecause

they are taking high credit from the conflict with raliban and ue intErested to prolong the violence

for many years more, that is why all members of the council are former warlords who fought

against the Taliban and for Taliban they are puppet of west' Iasfly I can say in one word that High

Peace Council is dependent (Tayab Aghq 2016)'

FI
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CONCLUSION

The dilemma of reconciliation in Afghanistan is not new and it should not be surprised tluoughout

the history in Afghanistan reconciliation have been shaped by repeated failures especially during

late 1980s Dr. Najibullah several times tried to reconcile with Mujahedeen, he declared his

National Reconciliation Policy (NRP) on broad sense for the planning support for reconciliation

. He traveled to different European countries for broader support he mentioned to the world that

Afghanistan will tum to civil war and war turn society but despite all his efforts he failed and his

all endeavor was rejected by Mujahedeen because they called his regime Soviet Union (SU) puppet

regime. Therefore the same situation is cunently being repeated by the Taliban who called current

govemment west puppet regime indeed successful reconciliation initiatives should be examined in

the conflict but in Afghanistan the assessment and opinion of Taliban is changing from Time to

Time although they should recognize and acknowledged the post conflict of late 1980s'

Cunently Afghanistan is faced with a difficult situation of huge loses for instance governmental

forces are losing their lii,es on daily bases "on average stage 680 Afghan Police and solider have

been killed every month', (Ralph Lopez.2010). Beyond that the conflict brought bad result for the

civilian such as 10,000 civilian were killed and injuries in2014 and 140,000 people were displaced

in the same year of 20i4 which was the highest number after 2001. Additionally, there are 900,000

Intemal Displaced People (IDPs) over the country the violence blocked the way of trade

investment. economic development across the country simply we can say the govefilment cannot

afford the war against the Taliban.

Unemployment ratio increased over 60 percent in the recent years and it gave good chance to the

global insurgent goups to recruit ground for militant ideologues seeking manpower as'General
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Karl Eikenberry said to the House Armed Services committee (HASC) in 2007 "Much of the

enemy force is drawn from the ranks of unemployed men looking for wages to support their

families.,, what might be surprise it was not due to the warlord and comrpted administration who

stole most of the money the blame is on the foreign contractor companies who scooped up more

than 40 percent of the funds before any ground for a project such as $15 billion of aid with

Afghanistan has so far been spent on returned to donor countries in corporate profits and consultant

salaries (RalPh LoPez, 20 1 0).

At first stage u.S. strategy of "a kill-and- capture" and non- negotiation with Taliban was

controversial a factor for reconciliation with warring goups and it lead the plocess of peace go

without any clear-cut roadmap approach such as President Bush told reports about the negation

with Taliban during 2001 that "This is non-negotiable. There is no need to discuss innocence or

guilt, we know he is guilty Tum him over, If they want us to stop our military operations they have

just got to meet my conditions. "In spite of that, High Peace council which was established for

reconciliation and reintegration with warring goups but the presence of warlord as a key member

of the council lead to the breakdown of the council because most of member of the council are

former warrords and militia whose fought among themselves before Taliban came in to power and

most of them are disabled to understand diplomatic skill of negotiation even majority do not

understand what is negotiation, reconciliation, reintegration and mediation like we can say most

of them are completely illiterate and eligible to work in peace council beside that they are working

on reintegration with raliban all most majority of them have lack of claritv in their objectives

including chaired person. Beside the council Afghanistan Peace and Reintegration Programme

APRP was on the way to put full stop to the ongoing hostility over the country and convince uN

and NATO countries to remove the name of Taliban leaders from uN 1267 Blacklist but Taliban
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have different stance from Afghan govemment they want to establish an Islamic Emirate free of

foreign occupation, completely withdrawal of foreign troops and implementation of Shariah in the

country. The controversial point is Taliban are fighting without clear cut objectives like they are

not clear whether they are fighting for peace or withdrawal ofNATo from Afghanistan their stance

about negotiation changes from time to time as well change the direction of negation along with

sometime completely rejecting negotiation with Afghan govemment.

ln addition, Afghan govemment claims that negotiated approach of peace with Taliban are

championed by non-Afghan and they believe that peace in Afghanistan is impossible with the

pakistan and U.S. cooperation as they are holding considerable influence over the Taliban as

former president Hamid Karziasaid " I will not negotiate with Taliban I will only negotiate with

pakistan,, Kanaimore focused was on efforts ofPakistan rather than use his own diplomatic skill

because he was in the view that no one has more influence on Afghan Taliban except Pakistan but

he missed the chance of like pakistan might have influence on Taliban but definitely cannot

control them at all times so he should use his own diplomatic skills.

After Karzai, president Ashraf Ghani assumed that talks with Taliban would be impossible

without at least silent approval of Pakistan therefore Ghani assumed the policy of rapprochement

toward pakistan he postponed strategic partnership with India and avowed close tie with Pakistan

in tum pakistan convinced representative of Taliban to negotiation and face to face talk between

Taliban and Afghan govemmenr was held in Munee on July lth 2.015 in the meeting Taiiban

showed their interest for peace and stability and agreed to tentative ceasefire as well the efforts of

pakistan was appreciated by international community, United States and Afghan officials as a

prime Minister Nawaz sharif said "the talks were overt, not covert" and tirat "all measures were

being taken to ensure that nobody tries to derail this process." in Addition, Islamabad positive
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response brought realization in the two countries relations they realize that unstable and insecure

Afghanistan is detrimental to Pakistani peace building efforts.

ln addition, on December 6th 2015 A"sia Heart Conference was held in Islamabad in the AHC tie

of two counties became closer and lead to reduce the tension of mistrust and lack of trust between

Kabul and Islamabad meanwhile at the Asia Heart Conference Quadrilateral Monitoring

Committee (eMC) was established by Pakistan, Afghanistan, U.S, and China the committee

assured to facilitate and support the Afghan reconciliation process and they created roadmap for

the ongoing peace talks with Taliban and their first meeting was held in Islamabad on January

1lth 2016, in which they pursued Ghani close tie once again with Pakistan such as the sending of

six Afghan Army trainees to pakistani military Academy (PMC) in Abbottabad to study there for

1g months and signing of intelligence sharing information for coordination between Inter-services

Intelligence (ISI) and the Afghan National Directorate Of Security (ANDS). These acts of

president Ghani was highly criticized internally and was openly criticized by former president

Hamid Karziahe accused Ghani administration of "treason" for signing the intelligence-sharing

agreement with PakisUn due to increment of insurgency in Afghanistan.

Sooner After, talks with Taliban was stalled due to the death of Taliban leaders Mullah Omar,

when the news of the death of Taliban leader Mullah Omar spread on media on 29 July 2015 this

was like bombshell for the planned peace talks which was organized by Pakistan and sooner after

the death of Mullah Akhtar Mansoor was confirmed the demise of these leaders created vacuum

for the course of negotiation and created opportunity for QMC member countries to proceed

individual interest like pakistan questioned its interest in reconciliation " dominate role" as well

U.S. indicates the roie of China growing in Afghanistan and China role pursued a paradigrn similar
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to pakistan and Taliban came with new leader and new ideology with said of "The conflict in

Afghanistan will not finish until occupation of Afghanistan ends" Mullah Haibuttullah'

Finally ttre role of constrictive diplomacy with Taliban renew the peace commitment of U'S' and

they realized that military operation would not create peace and the only way is to talk with Taliban

through consffictive diplomacy so in June 2013 an office of negotiation was opened for Taliban in

Doha but it was violated by rising of white flag banner of "The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan"

on the building and it raised concerns of Afghan government and later it was promised that the

flag of islamic Emirate of Afghanistan would be removed but still the flag remains albeit on a

shorter flagpole and Qatar Doha government at the request u.S. to closed the office but let

representative of Taliban remained in Qatar. And the office lead to give a chance for Taliban to

become intemationalized and they fund link with other countries intelligence and the frequent

efforts of U.S. to open the door of peace failed and created mistrust between Afghan govemment

and Washington.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

A ceasefire should be established and it must be a part of negotiation with a ploper mechanism of

a unique independent committee of verification to avoid civilian casualties'

To be in successful peace dialogue the negotiation must beiedby Afghans inside Afghanistan with

,an Afghan traditional establishment like Jirga'

The Taliban should have an offrce and an address inside Afghanistan'

cunent political structure should be discussed in details especially Afghan constitution should

amend and none of the political party should hav-e monopoly of power on one another'

As Hekmatyar"was removed from uN black list so removing the name of Taliban leader from

black list, eliminate ban on travel, guarantee freedom of movement along with visa facilitation will

create opPortunitY for Peace.

Th6se who are in custody of raliban should be freed as well all political prisoner of raliban should

be released.

Afghan politician themselves should control the politics of their country' Intemational expert

should consult them in technical matters'

Poppy cultivation, comrption, unemployment and drug smuggling are the most serious problems

of Afghanistan and it should be eliminate together'

All parties should guarantee absolute freedom of movement of people and goodb over the country'

And relation and cooperation with neighbor, regional and far- regional countries should be

strengthen this does not mean that neighbor or any other country are welcomed'to interfere in

Afghanistan intemal affairs.

86



REFERENCES

Afghan High Peace council - wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. (n.d.). Retrieved July 30, 2015,

fr om hup s ://en.wikipedia: org/wiki/Afghan-Hi ghJeace-Council,

Agredano, R. (2016, June 5). Taliban: Recruitment and Training.

ffi s :/iwww.highbeam,com/topics/taliban-recruitment-and-training{1 048 3'

A**, F. (2015). The Prospecis for Peace Talks in Afghanistan. http://lobelog.com/the-

pro spects -for-peace -talks -in- afghani star/

Al Arabiya, (2016). Afghan Taliban reveal relations with

Iran.http://english.alarabiya.net/enNews/middle- eastl20l6ll0/30/-Afghan-Taliban-reveals-

relati ons -with-Iran.html.

Ariananews (2016). Afghan Gov't Calls for Removal of Hekmatyar's Name from uN Black

List. http://ariunun.*r.if atest-news/afghan-govt-calls-for-removal-of-hekmatyars-name-from-

Broundus, K. (2003). Reconciliati on. Theory and practice for development cooperation'

Documento SIDA, Estocolmo.

Balarezo,c. (2011). Reconciliation in Afghanistan-By Michael Semple' Digest of Miiddle East

Studies, 2 0(l), 148-1 49.

Bhattacharjee, D. (2015). US-Pakistan and Peace in Afghanistal^. Indian Council of World

Affairs.

Batchelor, T (2016). Is Putin supporting the TALIBAN? US officials wam of 'dangerous new

trend, in Afghanistan. http:/iwww.express.co.uk/news/world/74141 llRussia-supporting-Taliban-

U S -dangerous-new-trend-Afghanistan.

Collins. J. (2011). The Second War Against the Taliban and the Struggle to Rabuild Afghanistan

.ln (tnderstandingwar in Afghanista,? (pp. 63-69). Washin$on, DC: National Defense

University Press.

Ch6ne, H. (2015). China in Afghanistan, Institute of peace and research studies'

Center for strategic and regional studies. (20I7).The fate of the HI-NUG peace deal'

http ://c srskabul. com/en/blo g/fate -hi-nu g-p eace-deal/'

Center for strategic and regional studies. (20r7).weekly analysis- issue number 205 April 29-06

May,2017).

Dominguez, G. (2016). How the taliUan get their money'

http://www.dw.com/en/how-the-taliban-get-their-money/a- 1 8995 3 1 5.

87



Donati, j. (2015). Exclusive: china seeks greater role.in Afehlljlan with peace talk push'

http ://www.reuters. com/article/us -afghanistan-china-idU SKGNOIV 18820 1 4 1 1 1 1'

Dawn,.(9, December 2016). Russia-Taliban ties worry/ Afgh*, uS officials.

http ://www.dawn.c6m/news/1 3 0 1 3 65'

(Dr. Abdul Baqi Amin, personal,communication,June 13, 2017)'

.(Dr. : ObaidullahKalimzai, personal communication, March 17, 20 l7 ).

English, Aljazeera.(20l6, Dec 2016). Afghan Taliban'recruiting boys' from Kunduz families'

htti'://www.aljazeera.cominews/2O1 5l0glafghan-taliban-recruiting-boys-kunduz-families-

1 50930 1 55 1 5775 1.html.

Frogh, W. (2010). Will the Afghangovemment's reintegration and reconciliation efforts bring

p.u.. to Afghanistan ?' $tdnq': Lowy Institutefor International Policy'

Forbes, J and Dudley. B. (2013, Nov6mber 26). Increase in Taliban Efforts to Recruit from

Afghan Government and becurity Forces. https:/iwww.ctc.usma.edr:/posts/increase-in-taliban-

eff6rts -to-recruit-fr om- afghan- govemment-and- security-forces.

F'aiez.R.(2017).AfghanwarlordremovedfromUNblacklist.
https:Tiwww.thestar.iom/news/world 12017 l\Zlo4lafghbn'-warlord-removed-from-un-

biacklist.html.

Faraz,M. (2016, December 12). The role of the U.S. in Afghan-Taiiban peace talks' thehill'com'

http://thehill.com/blogs/congress.blog/foreign-policy/309753-the-role-ofthe-us-in-af-ehan-

taliban-peace-talks'

Global Post, (2013). Who is funding the Afghan Taliban? You don't want to linow.

http://blogs.reuters.com/globaV2009/08/13iwho-is-funding-the-afghan-taliban-you-dont-want-to-
' 

know/.

Gall. carlott a, (2016).Saudis Bankroll Taliban, Even as King officially Supports Afghan

Government. https://www.nytimes.c oml20l6ll2/06/world/asia/saudi-arabia-

afghanistan.html?-r= 1

Gul, A ( 2016). China, Pakistan. Russia to Meet on Afghanistan, Angering Kabul Leaders

http:/iwww.voanews.com/a/china-pakistan'-russia-to-meet-on-afghanistan-angering'kabul-
leaders/3651066.htm1. :

Q&A: Afghan Taliban open Doha office (2013, June 20). Bbc news.

http ://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia -229 57 827'

88



Galula, D. (2006). Counterinsurgencywarfare: theory and practice"Greenwood Publishing

Group.

,a

HeartofAsia,:(2016).Beforebeingkilled,TalibansupremometRussiansinlran:
r,op,/***.treartofasia.aflindex.ph! rnationar}ritem/1367-before-being-killed-taliban-supremo-

met-russians-in-iran.

Hussain; Z (2017). Russia gelting into Afghan act. http://www'dawn'cominews/1306197'

Insight on Conflict. "Afghanistan: Conflict Profile':. N.p., 2016. Web' 3 Mar' 2b16'

Izazillah.(2o16).Iran strpports, funds Afghan Taliban: officials. http://central'asia-

news.com/en_GB/articles/cnmi-ca/featur es I 2016 I 08 129 I feaute'lz'

Joscelyn, T (2017). Russia,s New Favorite Jihadis: The Taliban.

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articl eslzllll0ll03/russia-s-new-favorite-jihadis{he-taliban'html

Jones, Seth G. (2017). Managing the Long War:'U.S. Pblicy toward Afghanistin and the Region'

Rand C orpor at ion, https ://www.rand.org/pubs/testiinonies/cT472'html'

Khan,A.(2014).Ta1iban,sSptingoffensiveandtheirlnterestinPeacemaking:Howto

Reconcile the Two.

Komesaroff, P. A. (2008). Pathways to reconciliion: Bringing diverse voices into

conversation . Paihways to rbconciliation: Between theory and practice,T-14'

i(atzman, K. (2010, September). Afghanistan: Post-Taliban Governance, Security, and uS

Poiiby.

Khan, A. (2016). Afghanistan-Pakistan-US-China Quadillateral coordination Group'

Kousary. H. (20i 1). Pakistan on the Afghan Reconciliation Process. Cenrer for con/lict and

p e ac e s tudy Afgh ani s t an,

Katzman.K . (2017).Qatar: $ovemance, securiiy. and U.S. policy. Congressional Research

S ervi c b, https ://fas.org/s gp/crs/mideast/R44 5 3 3'pdf'

Khatrak. D. (2015, March 13). Peace Talks with the Taliban Are Risky Business' The South

Asia channel, http://foreignpolicy.com/201 5/03 l13lpeace-talks-with-the-taliban-are-risky-

business/.

Kousary, H. (2016). The.Afghan Peace Talks, QCG and china-Pakistan Role.

http ://www.caps. aflDoc/PeaceJalks.pdf

89



LrBRARv"l,..I.,yJ*)'$;f,r;fi :I$:,:Y.f-r*''3)f'$"":l#:*il-[]J":*'
http://www'pajhwok't 

n Join the Taliban'

HiifiJ'iifi fi|}f,,i}Jffi fr1trfiri;;-*Newopportunitiesrorrarkswith
Lir"*,W' and Andrzel rloLluwDr\r' Nr! \-- -...' 

^^^n^

the Taliban' https://www'pism'pUfiles/?id11ik=21224' - i

Mehdi, s. (2014 December 18). why,do.leoRie;t*l,j.ir-,1.-3:iban 
and other militant outfits

ffi ::ff m:;*:ffi i**'*,'.:l;,i,,.;fl;:,ll'iffi 
#fitother'm,itant'outrits'aft 

er'

knowing+hat-tn*-i"']'i-ffi 
*-tt"-iototogies-they-propagate'

im,N(2017)Taliban,CollectingBillsforAfghanUtilities,TapNew
Mashal M, and Rahim' N (l'ul t ) Lottv-"

Revenue Sources' ^ rr- n^^r^ h+rn.//www.hufftn$onpost'com/ioseph-v-

Micallef,V,(2016)' How the Tatiban Gets lts Cash'http://www

micallef/how -the-taiiban- gets-its-b 8 5 5 i 5 3 6'html

https://www.nytimes.com 
rzo't r0rr2g/worrd/asia/taiiban-coilecting-erectricity-bi11s-

Mas o o d.. Z (2 0 1 6 ). Af ghan S enT: 
: Ii frt LI ;irfr'oi,y#Hfi #-'iiff""-Russi a- are -

';ffi ;,Eutt' alaiabiYa'net/enN 
ew sr as

**1;#il':, *,r*T:*:," 
craims 

,s:l*wse, orRussian ri::l: to Exper u S

http ://www.u*iffi r.*lnu'ii orur - r..iHffi izlo q/r.p#:dib;;-*ri a-combarus/'

Nixon, H. (2011). Achieving Durable Peace:Afg|,an Perspectives on a Peace Process.PRI..

Naib}he', F. (2017).Hekmat-var,s 1a:e 
lemoved from tIN Secunty Council sanctions list:

Afghan *U.,*i.lr. th. ,*orui. norl,n*r*n***',tt*'Ot*atyars-name-removed-from-

un-securitv *o}r;;;t" -"u-tt'ilan-offi tiat s-laud-the-removal/'

Nicore varentini (2017). wrrl allcuibuddinHekm'y,?*[:H#;fr*?:""'1'-illtuddin-

,,igh*i,1*l$J'.;HgUli::f :rumn[i,'iiiil;;o6s;i-ii'*r
hekmatyar-s-forufu-ruvsr 

tv' r 
" Americans wiit ritt You Anyways

onviolence. (200g, September 1T). Ioin the Tariban.The '

http://onvio';"tt't# :=:T--^^, l2). Afghan High Peace Council Fails to Reflect Afghan Civil

Pui'itiu Gossman' (20i 1' JanuarY''

#j,fr ;*tri:iffiJ;i";*;a#*11il13.1'fi,,c,-raiis-renect'arghan'civir'societv



1

+
I
rt

1

t
I
+
I

Public Internationai Law & Policy Group. (2011, November). Retrieved from

https://www.googl6.com.pk/url?san&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=weu&cd=1&ved=OcBsQFjAA

ahlrKEwif0sDc_JpHAhuJpRQKHegHBig&url=hup%3A%zP%2Fpublicinternationallawandpol

icygroup'org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploa,ds%2E20|\%2F1,0%2FBackgound-:
'Briefin g.pdf&ei=JBLDVZ-wCYn6UO-

Pmfgc&usg=AFQiCNHlYdJDvyDNFI2trVNryTEnnNZbw&bvm=bv'99556055'd'zGU&cad=

rja.

Patricia Gossman. (2011, January l2). Afghan High Peace council Faik to Reflect Afghhn civil

Society I United States Institute of 'Peace ' Retrieved from

http://www.usip.org/pubrications/afghan-high-peace-council-fails-reflect-afghan-civil-society

Partaw, A. M. (2016, July 15). The Haqqanization of the Afghan Taliban.

htrp:/iwww.ior.ignpoii.yioumal.com/i,iem nSt6e-ha99qruzatron_-of-the-af*han{aliban/'

pugwash Meeting on p.u.. and Security in Afghanistan. (2016, 23 January). P.ugwash'org,

https://pugwashconferences.files.wordpress.com 12015105DAl50503-d6ha-noteslcr-fin'pdf'

Pajhwok, (2016). Taliban enhance diplomatic contacts with iran, Russia'

http://www.pajhwokrco i,trntZOtOtt)ltl ltaliban-enhance-diplomatic-contacts-iran-russia'

https://pugwash.org/2016 l0ll24ldoha-meeting-on-peace-and-security-in-afghanistan/'

porter, E. (2016). Gendered narratives: Stories and'silences in transitional juStice' Human Rights

Review,17(1), 35-50

Ruttig, f. 1)Of l). The Battle for Afghanistan :.Negotiations with the Taliban: History and

Prospects for the Future. New America Foundation'

Ruttig, T. (201 l). The Battle for Afghanistan: Negotiations with the Taliban: History and

Prospects for the Future. New America Foundation'

Rustam Shah Mohmand, (2015, March 6). will Kabul's talks with the Afghan Taliban

succeed?. The Express Tribune.Retrieved from http://tribune.com.pk/story/848377/will-kabuls'

talks-with-the-afghan-taliban- succeed/'

Rt, (29 jan, 2015). US skrts negotiations with Taliban

Reuters, (2016). Afghan Taliban delegation visits china to discriss unrest: sources'

http ://www.reuters.com/article/us -afghanistan-taliban-china-iduSKCN 1 0A09H'

Radio Free Europe an (2017).Hekmatyar Urges Taliban 'Brothers' To End War' Offers To

Mediate Talks, https://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-warlord-hekmatyar-returns:

kabull28467SO3.html.

91.



! Ramusino, P. C. (2015, May 2-3). Report of A 2 days Pugwash meeting on security in

Afghanistan. Pugwash.org.

Ramusino, P.C. (2016) Report of the Pugwash meeting in Kabul, 13 December 2016.

Pugwash.org,

https://pugwashconferences.files.wordpress.com/2016106120160519_kabul_afghanpeace_statem

ent.pdf.

Saghafi-Ameri, N. (2011). Prospects for peace and stability in Afghanistan .Afghanistan Regional

Dialo gue Background P aper, (l).

Shahrani, M. N. (2009). Afghanistan's Alternativesfor Peace, Governance and Development:

Transforming Subjects to Citizens & Rulers to Civil Serttants. Centre for International

Governance Innovation.

Sajjad, T. (2010). Peace at all Costs?: Reintegration and Reconciliation in Afghanistan. Kabul:

Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit.

Serena, C. C. (2017). A revolution in military adaptation: the US Army in the lraq War.

Georgetown University Press

Shaheen, A. (2008, Feb 27). Poverty pushing youth into arms of Taliban?

http://www.irinnews.org/feature/2008 l02l2T lpoverty-pushing-youth-arms-taliban.

Shalizi, H. (2Ll4,Jun 2). Taliban recruit young fighters as attacks rise ahead of Afghan vote.

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-taliban-idUSKBN0ED0WQ20140602.

Sajjad, T. (2013). Transitional justice in South Asia: a study of Afghanistan and Nepal (Vol. 68).

Routledge.

Shinn. J.. & Dobbins, J. (2011). Afghan Peace Talla: A Primer. Rand Corporation.

Shali2i, H and Smith, J (2016). Ties benreen Russia and the Taliban wor$/ Afghan, U.S.

offi cials http ://www.reuters.com/article/us -afghanistan-russia-idUSKBN I 3 W2XJ.

Sudan Kasturi, C (2016). Russian blow to India on Taliban.

https://www.telegraphindia.com/i l61229ljsplfrontpage/story_127453jsp#.WIx9GrmO21s.

Sadat. S. (2013). Taliban Political Office in Qatar'Hopes and Fears'. Huff post.

http://www.hffingtonpost.com/sami-sadat/taliban-political-ffice-_b_3638354.htm\.

Shah. K. (2016).Reconciling with the Taliban: The Good, the Bad and the Difficult.

S. Tayab Aghq personal communication, November 07,2016.

92



Sial, B. (2013). Pakistan's role and strategic priorities in Afghanistan since 1980. report by

Norwegian Peacebuilding Resource Center, 2.

Tiwari, S. (2016). Understanding Taliban and the Peace Process'

Tierney, D. (2014). Fighting While Negotiating in Afghanistan. Orbis, 57(l), l7l -186.

The US refuses to negotiate with the Taliban. (2001, September 24). Rerieved March 04,2016,

from http://www.bbc.co.uk/historyievents/the-us-refuses-to-negotiate-with-the-taliban.

Whittaker, D. J. (1999) . Con/lict and reconciliation in the contemporary world. Psychology

Press.

Weinbaum, M. G. (1991).War and peace in Afghanistan: The Pakistani role.The Middle East

Journal, Tl-85.

Wong, E. and Jolly, D. (2016). China Considers Larger Role in Afghanistan Peace Process.

https://www.nytimes.com l2O16l}ll25/world/asia/china-considers-larger-role-in-afghanistan-

peace-process.html

Wahidi.S.M. (2011). Consequences of Taliban Office in Qatar. Centre for ConJlict and Peace

Srudies, http://www.caps.aflDoc/Consequen cesYo2}oP/o}}Taliban%20office%20in%20Qatar-

2.pdf.

Zahid,N. (2017). Afghan Authorities Accuse Iran of Using Taliban to Undercut Water Projects.

http://www.voanews.comlalwater-afghan-leaders-believe-iran-uses-taliban-to-target-

proj ects/3 68905 9.html.

Z. Amar khail, personal communication, November 15,2016'

Z. Amarkhail, personal communication, November 15,2016.

93




