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2 Implications of terrorism, extremism and separatism for Pak-China relations

2.1 Pre-9/11 Era and Region

The important phase of communist fall in Poland and Germany gave more moral and military
support to Afghan war in mid-1980s which local freedom fighters or Mujahedeen®® were fighting
with one of world’s declining super power of time along with inclusion of many Arab and non-
Arab young Muslims who were brought there from around the comers of Africa, Arab countries
and rest of world by many world agencies. Afier 1970 in this region some important conflicts’
emerged like in [ran, USA embassy’s take over by lranian revoiutionaries®', Conflict turned into
freedom fight in Indian held Kashmir, and while on the ncar west side of région, Iran-Iraq war
broke out which was_also having element of proxy between western democracies and Russian led
communist world. Similarly, China has Xinjiang. Tibct and Inner Mongolia separation issues

while Pakistan is facing same issue in Baluchistan.

On the dther hand, India has many liberation and separation movements including Assam,
Bodoland, Dravida Nadu, Kashmir, Khalistan,‘Nagalim and Tripura, While in Nepal is Madheshi
movement. Region experienced growing unrest, poverty and West supported trend of Jihad in
Afghanistan which mesmerized many Muslim young men who were impressed either from Jihad
concept or from action movies-and wanted to tastc same.adventure in real life. A new culture in
Muslim world was promoted by local rulers, rich business classes and world dgencies in the
name of Jihad in Afghanistan. Most important fact is that China was part of this alliance against
Soviets in Afghanistan and even two enemies of USA i.e. Iran and China both supported in

logistics for Ahmad Shah Masood and other {reecdom fighter or holy warriors in Afghanistan.

Majority of the governments including China never calculated the fall of Soviets empire and
further radicalization of Muslim ‘youth can one day burn their own streets and can bring serious
psychological and life situation for their own people which was collective failure of whole
civilized world. Thus in 1990s, this Jihadist culture was promoted by many Arab mvestors who
invested their money in promotlon of Jihadist groups’ and most prominent among them was led

by Arab Billionaire and CIA trained Osama Bin Laden. Osama group was called Al-Qaeda and

% This was name given by USA propaganda experts to win sympathy and recruit free fighters for this proxy in
Afghanistan when they start writing about Afghan resistance in Washington post and New York Times in 1980es.
' This event is one of bitter episode which strained US-Iran rclations since 1979.
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USA’s actions without legitimate support [rom world community did not stop its adventurist
stance after fall of Kabul from Taliban but after four ycars USA suddenly found a new enemy in
that war on terror whlch were Iraq. And thus all energics were diverted by USA towards Iraq.
This gave chance to Al-Qaeda and its associated groups to reorganize and start a ncw guerrilla
war which included attacks on civilians. liven morc civilians were targeted in this wave of
terrorism‘and insurgency in Afghanistan. T

Now, after Soviets, another super power was showing its muscles and military might against
Afghanistan. There is no investigation of civilian killings which Americans called collateral
damage. This collateral damagc proved a real test, not only for Afghan people but for all near
and neighbors of Afghanistan. New recruitment factories got roots in .Afghaniétan, Pakistan,

India, Bangladesh, CARs* and in China’s Muslim majority areas.

Before 9/11, there were many rounds ol hidden talks between USA and Taliban government for
accepting them as legitimate Afghanistan’s representative government. After the incident of
9/11, Saudi Arab, UAE and Pakistan also stopped supporting Taliban government. However,
USA’s war in Afghanistan never came 10 an end and it faced same resistance in Afghanistan
which Soviets failed to defeat with diffcrence of less foreign support for new age freedom fighter
of ‘Afghanistan or Taliban compare to 1980s when whole West and USA were backing Afghan

mujahedeen against Soviet invasion.

There can be found justifications rom all partics i.c. Soviets, Taliban and USA for their actions
but this led whole region into new chaos and volatility. The Phenomenon of suicide bombing
wide spread in Afghanistan and Pakistan while many suicidal attacks were made by young men
representing Islamic ideology in their own lands. Region saw new anarchy which was not in its
full scale but enough to bring panic in strcct; of these countries. It leads to many uncertainties
and confusion among the masses in the region. A war against local regimes was started in CARs,
China’s Muslim majority areas, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and India. Though some regional
areas like Kashmir and Xinjiang were alrcady expericncing such unrest but the slogans of this

wave were different than the slogans of self-determination and liberty.

% Central Asian Republics often termed as CARs, are consisting of five countries which emerge al’ter Soviet fall in .
1988.
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As mentioned by Mir Amir, (2010) "The cxtent to which the danger of Islamic militancy has
swelled in the country after the 9/11 attacks can be well gauged from its spread from the borders
to the urban areas of Pakistan — be it Peshawar, Quetta, Lahore, Karachi, Rawalpindi or
Islamabad. After capturing much of the North West Frontier Province and the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas, the Taliban and Al-Qaeda — linked jihadist.have now clearly brought

their war to Pakistani cities."

2.3 China and Xinjiang Issue

Muslims came to China in 6th century according to accounts of traditional Chinese Muslim
historians and were brought by the Sa’d ibn Abi Waqqas, Wahab ibn Abu Kabcvha, and other
companions of Prophet Muhammad (PBULI) in 616-618 AD. (Muslims in ChiI;a, 2004)*
According to other accounts, there arc indications that Wahab Abu Kabcha reached Canton by
sea in 629 CE. While other accounts state that this happened in yeaf 650 AD. That time Chinese
Emperor ordered the establishment of China's first Mosque in Canton which is known as

“Magnificent Canton Mosque™ and existing since last fourteen centuries.

From 1401 to 1433, admiral Zheng (Muslims in China, 2004)** who was king’s best admiral led
a journey towards Mecca and he performed his Hajj as Zheng was Muslim. Afterwards, many
accounts verify Muslims from China madc journcy to Mecca and been ambassador of social
relationship between Muslims of Middle East and China. After Socialist Revolution, Hajj was
banned for Chinese Muslims. The pilgrimages {rom China were used to perform their Hajj via
Pakistan till late.70s. However, later on, China revised its Iajj policy. Afterwards Saudi sources
mentioned that ten thousand Muslims performed their Hajj in 2007.At7Present, Chinese Muslims
are also playing important role in the economic, social and political“fields of the country.
According to the national census of China, there are 21,667,000 Muslims in China which are

1.6% of total population. (Muslims in China, 2004)*’

With this brief review of Muslim’s plight in China, at the same time, it is also important to have

a look on the other side of the picture. It would be an interesting discourse that how fairly

33 There is historical evidence that Muslims in early phasc of Islam also came to China.

3* Admiral Zheng 1371-1433 was naval chief of Chinesc armies under King Hui of Ming dynasty; he was from
Kunyang area of Yunnan province. His original name was Ma He also known as Sanbao.

% hittp://www.muslimpopulation.com/asia/China/Muslim%20in%20China.php
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Chinese records state that ETIM or (East Turkistan lslamic Movement) also known as Turkistan
Islamic Party (TIP), Turkistan [slamic Movement (IIM)’’ was found by Hasan Mahsum, a
Uighur who belongs to Xinjiang's Kashgar region. State Department of USA has put ETIM in
terrorists list for being terrorist organization. 1{1IM’s main aim is to establish an Islamic state
consisting of area as far as Turkey, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Afghanistan
and the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (XUAR)™. In 2003, Pakistani forces killed Hasan
Mahsum. In 2010, Pakistani forces also killed Abdul llaq another ETIM leader. But as of now,

their activities have been decreased remarkably after Pakistan Army did operation in these areas.

Uyghur fighters were captured by USA in 2006 and all 22 of such Al-Qaeda linked combatants
were taken to Guantanamo Bay camp delta but alier years of investigation and torture, these
were released without convictions and were allowed to live inland. It’s also significant that this
group has ties with Al-Qaeda and 1'I'P (‘Tehrek Taliban Pakistan). Further, China also blames

Russia for supporting East Turkestan Separatist movement.

ETIM has long record of terrorist activitics inside as well as outside of China. In 2007, ETIM
militants killed Chinese cngincers in Baluchistan and videotaped that activity. Later, it was sent
to Beijing. In 2008, during summer Olympics. I1TIM conducted series of Bus Bombings in
Kunming, plan hijacking attempt in Urumqi (Urumgi is also center of many such terrorist attacks
 ETIM), attack on paramilitary forces in Kashgar where they killed 17 officers. In 2010, Dubai
urt convicted two ETIM members for plotting a bomb attack in shopping mall; one of them
1s trained in Waziristan. In October 2013. a suicide attack was carried out in Tiananmen
juare by ETIM which killed 5 and injuring 38. 1:I'I{M mainly has its bases in Tajikistan,
fghanistan while some in Pakistan and China. This is very brief account of its terrorist activates
rich created panic like situation. It surfaced as major terrorist group and tried to increase its

penetration for the purpose of other such activates.

According to S.K. Datta and Rajeeve Sharma, (2003),

37 According to The Norwegian Peace building Resource Centre,”T'he East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) is
an Islamist militant group operating in China’s Xinjiang administrative region.” Also have links inside Pakistan
Waziristan Area.

*® http://www chinatoday.com/city/xinjiang. htm
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“The Uighurs’ Islamic thrust in Xinziang has to be fought. Already, China has managéd to
change the demographic composition of this Muslim province by setting Han Chinese in the
volatile region. China looks to Pakistan for containing Islamic upsurge in Xinziang. It has paid

some dividends, but the future scenario is uncertain.”
According to Swaran Singh, (2007)

"The short-lived East Turkestan Republic (1944-49) in fact, came about with Soviet assistance.
More importantly, Soviet and Chinc¢se nuclear testing sites, as well as, nuclear bases, faced each
other across the Xinjiang-Kazakhstan border. Therefore, the security of Xinjiang was uppermost

priority in the Chinese calculus of security.”

So, this area is strategically very important for China. Besides, historical, social, economic,

religious aspects of the conflict, it has intcrnational dynamics as well.

2.4 Chronology of major Terrorist events in China

There is chronology of some major cvents which were titled as terrorists attack in China in last
15 years. These are conducted by non-state actors within China mostly by Muslim groups allied
with Al-Qaeda and other international organizations like ETIM. Most of such incidents occurred
in Xinjiang or Tibet areas some were made for quick conclusion that ETIM is behind that while
others were owned by ETIM. Most of such information was relied upon Chinese sources only as
foreign journalists have no access to the areas. Thesc incidents of terrorismi were very much
horrible and it made Chinese government to take immediate steps to handle this menace. This
phenomenon increased gradually and later it impacted the state’s functioning. It was also matter

of great concern for other neighboring states.

-
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These included distancing from Taliban vgovcm’ment in Afghanistan, Closure of Pak-Afghan
Border and deployment of 80,000 troops along Durand Line inside Pakistan. Pakistan also
handed over its five airbases of Peshawar, Shamsi Chaklala, Quetta and Shahbaz/Jacobabad to
US till 2011, (Woods, 2011)*° mcanwhlle therc was lack of workable strategic policy to counter

Al Qaeda and its affiliate groups whlch were dﬂd(,klnf: Lhmcse government mstallatlons and

r'«

;iilllmg people in China.

»

¥
i3!‘hesc policies from Pakistan government made China look towards India for revival of
-clationships as she was 1o take precautions against US presence in the region and in wake of

sfiopular conspiracy and strategic theory of encircling China by US as was mentioned by many

l;,f;vritcrs in their analyses. China and India start growth of good relations since 2001 but since
tf?003-04, these relations developed morc on cconohic [ront and now trade between two states
;xise from $1bn in 2001 to $40bn active and overall of $70bn per annum after new accords in the ’
?:_étear 2014, Thus not only indirect but dircctly, there came all the time over low gestures in
%’akistan-Chin‘a relationship due to Pakistan’s ill planning and strategic mistakes to join US war
n terror which distanced it from China than cver belore since 1962. These constraints were felt
l n all departments of working relations between tw;o states..

;-

4;5.2 - Political Relations

{\s unique Chinese geographical cxistence makes her occupy immportant position in Asia, she has

rders with 14 countries and holds control of blEELSl maritime area. [t is almost 1/3 population

thma faced sever challenges by global media especially Indian and Western which have been
},{ery critical to her for minor issucs, these media houses been trying to blow hard through such
gfsucs which are related to China. Chinese aid to Pakistan was extra ordinary during historic

floods in 2010. Similarly, China helping Pakistan by pouring investment into.country and also

&

__,q.\
SO

Lf::ncourages her business community to invest in Pakistan. (Jing, 2011)

L]

o*"» ) .
& -0 Woods, C. (2011, December 15). cia-drones-quit-pakistan-site-but-us-keeps-access-to-other-airbases/. Retrieved

December 27, 2014, from http://www.thebureauinvestigates.com:
hitp://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/20 1 1/12/15/cia-drones-quit-pakistan-site-bul-us-keeps-access-to-other-

airbases/
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4 Countering Strategies and Policies

4.1 All Weather Friends : .

There is some debate about the sfdgans popular in Pakistan more than in China about “most
trusted friend, sweeter than honey, deepér than Indian oceans, high than Himalayas” and even
“all weather friends”. When analysts and leaders use such slogéns— to please people, the question}
arises among academia that “is this true in the wake of chaﬁging global scenarios and changing
regional relations among states?”” The question comes whether these slogans are really based on

solid evidcnces and reality or are mere political slogans used by-leaders for sake of speech.

Pakistan formally recognized People's Republic of China on 04 January 1950 and later formal
diplomatic relations were established on 21 May 1951. (Mahmood, 1967)*° Both countries had
norrhal and neighborhood relations until 1962 when India and China had border conflict which
made China to establish more strategic relations with Pakistan due to her strategically important
position. After that, both countries enjoyed as ideal relations in world of foreign relations that
second close example of such relations’is given of US-Israel relﬁziations in diplomacy. bnly it was
after 1999-2000, when both countries find some difficulties in decades as China saw emergence
of ETIM which was creating security issues in Xinjiang area, though its terrorist actions and
ETIM got roots, training camps and stratégic support from Taliban in Afghanistan and
Waziristan area more after they got equal support in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan mostly due to
exile leadership in the areas. Pakistan is big%est arms buyer from China which is almost 47% of

all Chinese arms exports and China is second largest trade partner of Pakistan.

Once Z.A. Bhutto said, "I would like to make it clear beyond all doubt that we have friendly
relations with the People's Republic of China and that nothing will be permitted in any way to
endanger those relations. Our relations with China are an independent factor in our foreign
policy and not contingent on any other. In the bést interests of Pakistan, we shall maintain the
spirit of goodwill, friendship and cordiality with the great People's Republic of China. I declare

that our friendship with China is not tainted by any form of bargain or barter. It is steadfast amity

%*Mahmood, D. S. (1967). International Affairs. Lahore: Ferozsons. pp 6-12
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This strategic partnership is on growth and will not get much affected by China’s uhaerstanding

and development of relations with India. (Curtis, 2009)"

Pakistan-China cooperation in countering terrorism can be, from Pakistani perspective, beneficial
and more productive in a number of ways. Pakistan-China relations are free from any friction
and there is complete trust between the two states. The Chinese involvement in Pakistan’s
counter-terrorism strategy, therefore, would not invoke the kir;d of suspicion and resentment that

has been in the case of Pakistan-US cooperation against terrorism.

4.4 Infrastructures and Technological Alliance

Pakistan and China are not” only (wo ncighbor statcs but both are exploring business
opporiunities and supporting each other 1o advance beyond 21st century. Pakistan is offering
China with strategic location.of its Lerritory 1o be shared tor strategic benefits like Chinese were
given control over Gawadar sea port and its development which will open a gigantic economic
opportunity not only for Pakistan and China but also lor CARs, Afghanistan and the whole
region. China has invested through China Overstas Port Holding Company (COPHC) in
Gawadar port which will be second deep waters port in Pakistan. [ts completion consist upon two
phases, one already completed in 2006 with the cost of $248mn and second ongoing phase will
cost $932mn after completion it will give more opportunity for trade in region and beyond the

South Asia.”

Further, this China-Pakistan project opened new doors for new investments from China which
were called “GWADAR-KARAKORAM-KASIGAR Economic Corridor” including
construction of a railroad and motorway which will join China with Gawadar and thus will give
Chinese companies advantage of thousands kilometers shipping costs over goods supply to Gulf,
Africa and Beyond to Europe, US, Canada and Latin America. Chinese ‘companies already
invested in Pakistan’s energy, infrastructurc development like Coal power:plants, small h)"dro
power plants in KPK and in northern areas of Pakistan, mineral and precious stones projects in

first decade of 21st century.

" 1bid, p236
% \bid, p238
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