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Glossary

Alliance A relationship based on similarity of interests, nature, or qualities,

usually between states.

i" Cold War A state of political hostility between countries characterized by

threats, propaganda, and other measures short of open warfare, in

particular

Conflict A serious disagreemcnt or argument, typically a protracted one.

Foreign Policy A government's strategy in dealing with other nations.

Proxy War A war instigatcd by a major power which does not itself become

involvcd openly.

Region An area, especially part ol a country or the world having definable

characteristics but not always fixed boundaries

Stratcgic Relating to thc gaining of overall or long-term military advantage.
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ABSTRACT

With the departure of USSR from Afghanistan and later on, her disintegration paved the way for

new world order. The cold war ended and new challengcs surfaced for the world, our region is

no exception. It left deep impact upon bilateral relations of the states. After the incident of 9lll,
USA's invasion of Afghanistan paved the way for another phase of violence in the region. It
instigated the waves of extremism. separatism and tcrrorism in the region. In this backdrop, this

study is based on finding facts about the rcasons of irritation in the relations of Pakistan and

China in the post-cold war era It would also study thc impact these irritants for both states and

how these two countries found ways to maintain bilateral relations amicably. As in later years

after 2001, Pakistan and China havc takcn many mcasurcs which were aiming to keep the best

level of relations as these existcd bclbrc thc start of abovc said issues i.e. terrorism, separatism

and extremism. It concludes thal both countries wcrc succcssful in escaping long-term impacts

from the activities of the terrorists, cxtremists and scparatists present in the region as well as in

both the states. Both, Pakistan and China lbcuscd morc on economic side of relationship and

also developed strategic partncrship to cope with lhc menace of separatism, terrorism and

extremism. Future of bilateral relations betwecn China and Pakistan looks even more positive

and brighter.
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The cold-war lasted for almost half of the twentieth century. It remained a fundamental factor in

altering the course of bilateral relations across thc world. 'l'he world entered in the phase of new

world order and USA emerged as the global powcr. LJSSR shattered and CARs appeared on

world map as independent states. It led to the fading of power structure at global level which

created many radical and violent groups with diverse programs and philosophies. These groups

even started to challenge the authority of the slates. Gradually, they started to threaten the world

peace at large. It created many new issues and challenges. 'fhese issues most prominently include

the terrorism, extremism and separatlsm. Later on, thesc issues started to produce very critical

and crucial outcomes across the globc. llvcn statcs wcrc lorced to reorient their long standing

polices and frame new agendas.

The end of cold war also lefl dccp impact upon thc mutual rclations of Pakistan and China. An

upsrlrge of terrorism, extremism and scparatism startcd to appcar in the region. Its pinnacle rvas

the occurrence of 9/l I in USA, which shakcn thc worlci at large . As a result of this happening,

this part of Asia again went through an upsetting phasc. It generated the challenges of terrorisrn,

extremism and separatism for Pakistan as wcll. China was also concerned by the changing

situation in the region. It too scriously impacted the bilatcral relations of Pakistan and China. So,

due to emergence of new elements in regional and intcrnational politics, Pakistan's international

relations have also gone through transition.

After the cold war, this part of Asia went through a phase of volatility and instability. It left the

deep impact upon the bilateral relations ol'thc slatcs. Alicrwards, the incident of 9/11 proved a

fatal blow for the peace and stability of the world and this region in particular. It was a horrific

event in the history of modern world. '['hcse evcnts promoted terrorist, extremist and separatist

tendencies in the region. The world affairs becamc complicated afterwards and later when the

USA decided to invade Afghanistan, thcrc was no power in the world to oppose the idea. It

created a complex and confusing situation for many nations in the region and beyond. Although,

China was sympathetic with loss of lives but rvas also concerned about US military buildup in

the region. Even later there surl'accd a strategic thcory ol "cncircling China" lvhich put Chinese

govemment in more apprehensions.



Pakistan-China bond is unique in many rvays in the modern history of state-to-state relations.

The friendly relationship has been pronounced over the years by the leaderships of the two

countries as all-weather; time-tested; deep-rooted; trustcd; deeper than the oceans and higher

than the Himalayas; sweeter than honey; and lately, as comprehensive; strategic and stronger

than steel. These expressions are not simplc slogans bu1 truly reflect the strength, depth and

maturity of the relationship constructed over the years.

Pakistan and China relations start to lace trial when a phase of violence started in the region. [t

also influenced the separatist movcmenl in Xiniiang whcrc Chinese Muslims were struggling for

separate homeland under the namc of ljast 'l'urkcstan lslamic Movement (ETIM) since decades.

The instability and violence incrcased in the rcgion alicr USA's attack on Afghanistan. The

violentelements found new strategic support in thc arcas of Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan

and some parts of Pakistani tribal areas. Prcscncc ol'l:'l'lM lighters in Pakistan's tribal areas and

their continuous deadly attacks within China lccl to some strains in the good relations of the

Pakistan and China. Chinese werc alrcady having solrlc concerns over Pakistan's support to the

USA's invasion of Afghanistan and hcr long tcnr prcscncc in the region. An additional element

was safety and security of Chinesc citizcns insidc l)akistan which also created strains in the

mutual relations.

In this backdrop, predictions started to comc thal bilalcral ties between Pakistan-China are going

to worsen. The observers are of thc view that thc issucs ol'terrorism, religious extremism and

China's growing economic equities with India may bc alfecting its relationship with Pakistan.

Flowever, at the same time, 'lerrorism and India is also a strong wedge in Pakistan-China

relations. So, it is very interesting contrast. 'l'hc lbrccs of terrorism, extremism and separatism

represent not only internal threats to peace, sccurily and prosperity of the two countries; they also

tend to undermine their long established closc lricndship and strategic cooperation. Therefore, it

is a shared concern of both states to keep these relations intact.

In this context, it rvould be very interesting and in-cleplh study to analyze the Pakistan-China

relations in the post-cold war era and scenario cmerged with the addition of terrorism, extremism

and separatism in the region. As a whole. thc thcsis rvould be organized in four chapters besides

introduction and conclusion. Irirst chapter would revicw thc end of cold war, its implications and

changing dynamics of Pakistan-China relations afier cold war. Second chapter would highlightts
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the implications of terrorism, extremism and separatism for Pakistan and China in the post-cold

lvar era. Third. chapter will identiS' irritants emerging in Pakistan-China relations due to

terrorism, extremism and separatism after cold war and Fourth chapter would focus on the

important policy measures taken by t both the govemments to counter the menace of terrorism,

extremism and separatism. At the end, conclusion is placed which is addressing all the research

questions onc by one.

\r

kr



Chapter One

b

Dynamics of Pakistan-China Relations in the
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Dynamics of Pakistan-China Relations in the Changing World

1.1 Background

History is witness that Pakistan became third non-communist, second Commonwealth and first

Muslim country to extend official recognition to the under pressure and isolated Communist

China in January 1950 after China's liberation. According to Swaran Singh "That was the period

when China really needed Pakistan morc than thc othcr way round and between 1947-53,

Pakistan really warmed up to Chinese diplomacy."(Singh,2007) In the early days of China, the

country formed an alliance with lbrmcr Sovict [Jnion to light hostility, isolation and blockade by

the United States with a "turning to onc sidc" stratcgy.('laki,20l0) However, later on, it proved

useless alliance and hostility started between thcm.

Sino-lndian hostility and Pakistan's disappointmcnt liom Western allies created a favourable

climate and convergence of intcrcsls lor China and l'akistan to come together.(2aki,2010) At

present, Pakistan is important tradc partner ol' (lhina. Now, Pakistan is the largest buyer of

China's arm industry by making it as high as 34u/o also is one of the closest partners to China in

many fields. (Singh R. S., 2008)r A population of 200 million with its strategic location and

nuclear status, Pakistan is very important in Chincsc loreign relations. Pakistan was one of the

countries which accepted China's socialist govcrnmsnt in 1949. Later Pakistan and China

developed strong working relations as good ncighbors. (Jing, 201l)2 Pakistan looks towards

China as trustworthy ally for support in tcchnology and cconomy, while China takes Pakistan as

one of best foreign market ancl corri<Ior to South watcrs via Gawader. (Jamal Afridi,20l0)3 At

present, there is much progrcss and stability in thc rclationships of Pakistan and China. Now,

these relations have got maturity. lt r.vas in Augr.rst 1968 when Mao was presented with mangos

by Pakistani delegation. Mao did not eat thosc mangos but gave these to a group of peasant-

workers. This led to massive cultural campaign in China with aspiration and vision that,

t Singh, R. S. (2008). The Military Factor in Pakistan. Ncw I)elhi: l,ancer Publishers, plO-23.

' Jing, M. Y. (201 l). Forum held to mark 60 years of Sino-Pakistani ties. China.org.cn.
3 Jamal Afridi, a. J. (2010). China-Pakistan Relations. Washington, DC: Council on Foreign Relations. p88-93

l"
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"The inscription reads 'Respect and Wishes to Chairman Mao for a Long Life, Commemorate

Great Leader Chairman Mao who gave this cherished gift - Mango - to Capital Workers Peasant

Mao Tse-tung Thought Propaganda'leam". (Jong, lggq4

Thus Pakistan also left impact on the Chinese Cultural revolution. This friendship between

Pakistan and China was further improved when Pakistan supported China's right to permanent

Security Council membership and also mediatcd dctcnte between China and USA by providing

corridor when Hennery Kissinger visited China in July 1971. (McMahon, 2013) s

1.2 The Cotd War

At the end of Second World War, world saw slart ol'ncw proxy war between two great powers of

time USSR and USA which is callcd cold war. It dividcd most of the world into two blocs i.e.

socialist and capitalist. The socialist bloc was led by LJSSit, while USA was leading the capitalist

bloc. The cold war lasted for almost hall'o1'thc ccnlury. 'l'hough, as reflected by the term itself,

the actual and direct war did not happencd betwcen TJSSR and US. However, a constant tension

was prevailing across the continents. During this periocl, confrontation did occur in the areas of

diplomacy, economy and in the war fields outside their lands.

As stated by Plano and Olton (1998)

"The extreme state of tension and hostility thal devclopcd between the Western powers and the

communist bloc of Eastem Europe after World War two. The Cold War period has been

characterized by political maneuvering, diplomatic wrangling, psychological warfare, ideological

hostility, economic warfare, a major arms racc, pcriphcral wars and other porver contests falling

short of an all-out hot war. The Clold War rvas an incvitablc development in the complex postrvar

period of defeated and divided states, powcr vacuums, ideological rivalry, massive

reconstruction programs, atomic weapons, and the political and power rivalry of two emerging

superporvers."

o Mao-mangoes.php. (2014, April 24). Itetrievccl August 12,20l4,lrom http://chineseposters.net:
http ://chineseposters. net/themes/mao-mangoes. php
t McMahon, R. J. (2013). The Cold War on the Periphcry: 'l'hc tJnited States, India, and Pakistan. Columbia DC:
Columbia Univers ity Press,p2-6.

!1



The extreme rivalry betrveen two disagreeing economic and political ideologies - Western

Liberalism and Communism - had divided the world precisely into two halves. Both Super

Powers at Moscow and Washington saw this conllict as later President George W. Bush stated

addressing to world nation at brink of War on 'l'crror after 9/ll while addressing to US

parliament this doctrine later was known as Bush doctrine of either you are with us or against us.

d As mentioned by PBS.com

"Twenty months into his presidency, George W. Ilush releases his administration's National

Security Strategy (NSS). It rs the first timc that thc various elements of the Bush Doctrine have

been formally articulated in onc placc. 'l'hc -i3-pagc document presents a bold and

comprehensive reformulation of Lj.S. lbrcign policy. It oirtlines a new and muscular American

posture in the world -- a postLlrc that will rcly on prccmption to deal with rogue states and

terrorists harboring weapons ol'mass dcstruction. It statcs that America will exploit its military

and cconomic power to encourage "frec and opcn socictics." It states for the first time that the

U.S. rvill never allow its military supremacy to bc challenged as it was during the Cold War. And

the NSS insists that when America's vital intcrcsls arc at stakc, it will act alone, if necessary."

This was efficient way to distinguish Amcrica's liicnds from its foes after glll tragedy.

According to Shahid Javeed Burki in his article, "'l'hc samc approach was used in the years of the

cold war." (Burki, 2003)

The Cold War made both courticrs to see grcatcr relationship and trust for better security when

Soviets and Americans were expanding their influcnccs. LJSA and USSR inclination towards

India helped both nations to devclop strongcr rclationship ancl trust. Pakistan on one side looked

towards USA by joining CENTO and SEA'I-O. without having got its relations with China

disturbed. (Jong, 199q6 Indian lactor playcd clccisivc rolc in I'ak-China relations due to Indian

involvement in dispi.rtes like Kashmir 194t1,'l'ibct 1950 and Jammu 1962 areas. After Soviet

Union, Pakistan became second close ally to China and Sino-Soviet Split in 1959 gave more

importance to these relations. Further developments come after Sino-Indian War, as USSR

supported India in 1962. China also helpcd Pakistan in most critical times of its existence like

1965 and l97l Wars with India. In the beginning, China was in favor of more friendly relations

i u Jong, A. d. (Summer 1994). The Strange Story of Chairman Mao's Wonderful Gift", Reminiscences and
Ruminations - China Information external link Anniversary Supplement. China Information.

's
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with all Asian states on the bases of equality and impartiality in any conflict between two Asian

states. Yet the concept of "Panch Sheela" l.'ivc Principles of mutual relationship was shattered

when India and China started colcl war over 'l'ibet issue in which Indian government was

supporting Dalia Lama and Tibetans againsr china aftcr 1959. (Anwar ,2006)7

Dispute over McMahon line leading to Sinkiang in 1962 brought 

.more 

bitterness in these

relations between India and China. Even Inclia accused Pakistan for violation of Tashkent

declaration under Chinese pressure. (Chitkara, 1996)8 In 1963, Fakistan let go the Trans-

Karakoram Tract to China and endcd a border disputcs. China remained greater supporter of
Pakistan during Afghan invasion by Soviet lbrccs. In 1978, Karakoram Highway which links

Northern Pakistan to Western China was otllcially openccl. China also supported pakistan in its
Support for Afghan Guerrilla strugglc against Sovict Ljnion. In 1986, China and Pakistan made a

comprehensive nuclear co-operation agrccmcr-rt which hclped Pakistan to advance its nuclear

rnissile system and develop warheads with thc hclp o1'Clhina. (MacDonald,20l5)e This

successful relationship has many major milestoncs in other fields like economy, industry and

comrnunication etc.

1.3 The End of Cold War

"Collapse of Communism in Eastern lJuropc and thc disintcgration of the Soviet Union happened

at a breath-taking pace in the two ycar period bctween 1989 and 1991. This process began with

the pullout of the Soviet troops fiom Atghanistan in January 1989 and culminated with the

formal break-up of the Soviet empirc two ycars later" (llurki, 2003)

Horvever, after the End of Cold War in 1989 and Sovicl withdrawal from Afghanistan led to the

nelv era of relationship between Pakistan ancl China. 'l-his time start of this era was with new

military, business and cultural agrcements and pr<rjects bctwcen two nations like China became

third largest economic partner of Pakistan along with largcst military supplier. (Anwar, 2006)10

Pakistan also helped China in its growing rclations with Muslim rvorld. At the end of the Cold

War, Pakistan started to face immcnsc cconomic prcssurc as due to Pressler Amendment in 1990

I 1_rlut M. (2006). Friends Near Home: Pakistan's Strategic Security Options. Bloomington: AuthorHous e,p23-25.
'Chitkara, M. G. (1996). Nuclear Pakistun. Ncw Delhi: AI,ll l,ublishing,pl4.
n rbid, p 65-72

'o Ibid, p 23-25

10



by USA stopped Pakistan's military and economic aid which made her to look more towards
China to fill this gap. Chinese helped Pakistan building C'hashma Nuclear power Complex.
(Iqbal, 2014)tl Both countries were looking morc at political and economic situations as USA
rvas claiming to be sole super power of world and its interests focused at Middle East and

Central Asia rvhich are very close regions to both of the countries. The disintegration of USSR
created new situation and a power vacuum in the area. Ilolh the states realized if they would not
put sufficient influence in the area or show their visibility in regional politics, any other power
especially USA would take the advantage. Still morc historical'events were supposed to come

ahead which changed the politicai. military and cconomic dynamics of the region, even it went

far beyond to Middle East and Norlh West Aliica as a ripple effect. This later wave of events

was yet to unfold and decide new twists and turns in both of the countries relationships.

According to Huntington (1997) in his book 't'hc (lu.yh o/ ('ivilization and the remaking of World
Order, "The collapse of communism in thc Sovict Linion, its sever modification in China, and

the failure of socialist economics 1o achicvc sustaincrl devclopment have now created an

ideological vacuum. The end of the Cold War has not cndcd conflict but has rather given rise to

new identities rooted in culture and to ncw paltcrns ol conflict among groups from different

cultures which at broadest levcl arc civilizations. Sirnultaneously, common culture also

encourages cooperation among states and groups which sharc that culture, which can be seen in

the emerging patterns of regional association among countries, particularly in the economic

area.t'

It can be stated that during this long cold rvar betwocn thc United States and the Soviet Union,

there was a good balance of terror, rvhich in other words was clear to both sides that they are at

risk of nuclear destruction becausc both sidcs had rcachecl efficient capability of nuclear

weapons. Both sides knew that, if thc othcr startcd a war by using nuclear weapon, their side was

in a position to respond elfectively and that thcrclbrc, thc principal result would be mutual

destruction. (Wallerstein, 2004).

I lbid, p63

1.1
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1,4 Post-cold War Era

These relations on apparent level remained good but Pakistan's support for Taliban government

which was providing sanctuary to Uyghur scparatist in Western China brought bitterness in
relations. China protested on many occasions to Pakistan and even informed Pakistani Ieadership

that northern Pakistan was being used for training ta.iliti.. by Uyghur separatist of Sinkiang

Province in China. This was 2002 whcn (lhina capturcd 22' tJyghur crossing Pakistani border

areas into China for terrorist activities. (Mishra, 2OO4)t2 Similarly three Chinese engineers

working in Gawader were killed in May 2004. In other incidents, many Chinese workers and

engineers were kidnapped or killcd by Ill.A in llaluchistan. Even China blamed that Hasan

Mahsum, head of the Turkestan Islamic Party ('l'lP). was operating from Pakistan in China as the

principal anti-China terrorist organization in Xinjiang. In 2004, attack and killing of Chinese

engineers from China Harbor l:nginecring Company happened in Gawader, though that time

president of Pakistan Pervez Mushraf condcmncd it ancl also other political leaders did the same

in Pakistan. China Pakistan signcd anti-lcrror coopcration agrccment in 2005 to overcome this

new negative development which was creating constraint over good relationships of decades.

After the start of War on Terror, both countrics cntcrcd into new phase of relationship which

starts drifting from an old fiicndship and coopcrarion.

According to Maleeha Lodhi, "l)akistan's panicipation in thc anti-Soviet Afghan war contributed

directly to the rise of religious cxtremism. scctarianism, violence and terrorism in

Pakistan. "(Lodhi, 201 l)

1.5 End of Cold war and Natural Corollary

The Post-Cold War era brought new developmcnts in lhc world, fall of Berlin wall gave United

Germany new economic and political dimcnsion, Yugoslavia faced tense period of centuries' old

balkanization in this part of East Europe and cven had to face war. African countries started

emerging from local conflicts, South Atiica saw slart of new democratic era under Nelson

Mandela. South American countries start ovcrcoming internal and regional conflicts. Brazil was

ready to take new economic flight; India and China also gain growth in this period. Europe

developed -or" "oh.sive 
regional bloc with grcatcr cconomic sharing and dependence to all

'2 Mishra, K. (2004). Rapprochement Across the I.limalayas: I')rncrging India-China Relations Post Cold War period
(1947-2003). New Delhi: Gyan Publishing Itouse,p78.
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European citizens. USSR was shattered into history and new economically trembling Russia was

successor of that USSR along with CAI{s having been confused and in keeping alive their

identity among communism, Islam and democracy.. (MacDonald, 2015)t3 World saw internet

growth and word "e" caught mushroom effcct as c-commerce, e-trade, e-business with amazing

use of email phenomenon. It was assumed thc ncw cra under leadership of United States will

bring end to major conflicts in the world and democracy will flourish. Countries like China and

Pakistan were getting ready to accommodatc morc libcral, modern, western and democratic rules

in their societies. Civil liberties werc tavorite cakc li'om 't'V talk shows to NEWS, universities,

human right organizations, aiong with dcvclopmcnt ol'LJNl)P as a symbol to spread beneiits of

democracy and freedom around thc globc. I Iuman.dc'vclopment index came as new tool to gage

the development of the countries in latc 1990s. 'l'hc World started a new move towards

democracy, freedom, human rights and clcvelopmcnt. 'l'hcre was more to come which was going

to change rvorld development dircction to ncr,v and dil'lcrcnt phase.

Here it is relevant to talk about that tl-rc cnii ol'thc Cold War and more important to talk about

post 9/l I situation which has changccl thc contours of inlcrnational political system. Under this

new development ancl considering new last changing intcrnational system Dr. Sudhir Singh

(2009) said, "Many foes have turncd as iiicnds and vicc-vcrsa'"

1.6 After Cold War

According to Mehrunnisa Ali, (2013)

"During and after the cold rvar, the basis of Pakistan's loreign policy has been its security

concerns. The major focus of Pakistan's intcraction with the international community has

been security against internal and cxtcrnal challcnges to its national identity, tenitorial

integrity and independence. "

The relations with China remained cornerstonc of Pakistan's foreign policy. Sino-Pak

relations have seen new heights in the period lrom 1988 with restoration of democracy in

Pakistan which brought leftists Pakistan People's Party into power. Pakistan People's

Party was ideologically more close to C--hina govcrnment compare to any other single

B Ibid, p78-80
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political party in Pakistan. Under Benazir Ilhutto Pakistan tried to keep a balance

between her relationship with China and LJS. (Anwar, 2006) t4

The frequent and close interaction at various lcvels reflected the strength and the priority

attached by the two governments to their rclations. Consequently, the relations gained

new vitality and substance. (Pakistan Affairs, 1999) Here are some glimpses of Pakistan-

China relations after cold war:-

1996 - Clrinese President JiangT.cmin's statc visit to pakistan.

1999- 3OO-megawatt nuclcar powcr plant in Chashma was completed.

2001- china-Pakistan manulacturcd a ncw tank. thc MIlr-2000 Al-Khalid.rs

2002 - Chinese investors s1ar1 building o1'a Southcrn corridor sea port of Gwadar.

2003 - Plan fbr Housing projcct in Lahorc signcd rvith China worth $110 million.

2007 -Sino-Pakistan joint-ventured multirolc fightcr jet - the JF-17 Thunder (FC-l

Fierce Dragon) formally rolled out.

2008 - China and Pakistan signcd a Iicc tradc agrecment.

2008 - Pakistan and Chir-ra plan to build a raih,vay road along with Karakoram Highway,

to link China with Grvadar Port by rail.

2008 - TheF-22P frigate arrived Pakistan to scrve in Pakistan Navy. (Dumbaugh,

20 l o)'6

2009 - The ISI crackdown on suspectcd uyghur tcrrorists inside Pakistan.

2010 - Joint anti-terrorism cxercises between Pakistan and China were conducted.

2010 - Chinese assistance of $260 million lor flood affected areas in Pakistan.

'o Ibid, p37-39

'' Al-khalid is a variant of T-54 series Soviet tanks with qualities ol90-ll battle tank; it is hybrid tank produced by
Pakistanilocally with help of Chinese.
r6 Dumbaugh, K. B. (2010). Exploring the China-Pakistan Relationship. Alexandria: China Security Affairs Group.
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2010 - Wen Jiabao, the prime minister of China came to Pakistan and many projects

worth around $30 billion 'were signed.

2013 - Chinese Overseas Port Floldings took the management control of Gwadar-port

from Singapore's PSA International.

2013 -Chinese Premier's (l-i Keqiang) undcrtaken state visit to Pakistan. Trade between

two countries reached as high as $ l2 billion for the flrst time.

7013 * On 5th July', 2Qi l, Pakistan and China approved the Pak-China Economic

corridor linking Gwadar Port to Kashgar in Xinjiang. Project estimated $18 billion with

its length of 200 Km long runncls.

2013 - On24th Decembcr, 2013. China annolrnccd to construct a mega Nuclear Energy

project with capacity of 1 100 mcgar.r'atts rvith amoLrnt estimated as $6.5 billion.

2014: Chinese Premier announced invcstmcnt total $31.5 billion in Pakistan for coming

years along with construction of motorway liom Lahore to Karachi and coal project in

Thar.

2014: On22ndMay,20l4 mctro train pr<rjcct signcd by countries to build city railway

system in Lahore.

1.7 Three Evils-Terrorism, llxtrcmism and Scparatism

(Definition and Explanation)

1.7.1 Terrorism

World Uyghur Congress (WLJC)r7, which China allegcs instigated the riots, is closely associated

with the East Turkestan Islamic Movement (lll'lM)r8, a separatist group that has been labeled by

the UN Security Council as well as the Chinese and LIS governments a terrorist organization. It

undertook many deadly activities of terrorism insidc China. If we look at the definition of

17 According to http://www.uyghurcongress.org WtJC is an international organization that represents the Uyghur
people both in East Turkestan and abroad.
r8 Council of foreign Relation US states l-he llast 'l'urkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) is a Muslim separatist group

i founded by militant Uighurs, members of the 
-l-urkic-speaking cthnic majority in northwest China's Xinjiang

provlnce.
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terrorism, it matches the features to be labelcd as terrorist organization. According, to the

definition by dictioanry.com terrorism is," the use of violence and threats to intimidate or coerce,

especially for political purposes." I e

While oxfordonline dictionary defines terrorism as, 'o'l'he unofficial or unauthorized use of

violence and intimidation in the pursuit of political aims: the fight against terrorism" (Oxford

'! University, 2ol4)20

US official popular definition of terrorism is, "act ol'tcrrorism" means an activity that:-

(A) involves in a violent act or an act dangcrous to human lil'e that is a violation of the criminal

laws of the United States or any State, or that rvould bc a criminal violation if committed within

the jurisdiction of the United States or oIany Statc: and

(B) Appears to be intended (i) to intimidatc or cocrcc a civilian population; (ii) to influence the

policy of a government by intimidation or cocrcionl or (iii) to affect the conduct of a government

by assassination or kidnapping." (tjnited Statcs Code Oongressional and Administrative, 1984)2t

As explained by Plano and Olton, (199tt)

In modcrn times term got more popular use after attack on World Trade Centre's twin towers and

Pentagon building in Washington DC and many other cvcnts which appeared as revenge for War

on terror. War on Terror was startcd by L.ISA and its allics against Al-Qaeda, Taliban, Saddam

Government in Iraq and now lSlS22 in lracl and Syria by Muslim extreme groups. So far since

2001 Attack on World Trade Centre and Pentagon morc than one and half million people killed

in many countrics around the world mostly in Alghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan. This war as was

expected due to many technical ancl a thcorctical llaw is war without an identified enemy and

re Dictionary.com. (2014). terrorism. Itetrieved October 23,20l4,liom http://dictionary.reference.com:

hnp ://d ictionary.reference. com/browse/terrorism
20 Oxford Univeristy, P, (2014). definition/english/tcrrorism. Itetrievcd October 23,2014,from
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com: http://www.oxforddictionarie s.com/definition/english/terrorism

" United States Code Congressionaland Administrative, n. (1984, October l9). United States Code Congressional

and Administrative News, 98th Congress, Second Session, 1984, Oct. l9, volume 2; par.3077,98 STAT' 2707

(West Publishing Co., 1984). United States Codc Congressional and Administrative News, 98th Congress, Second

Session, 1984 . Washington DC, Washington DC, District Columbia: West Publishing Co., 1984.
22 Islamic State of Syriiand Iraq is declared terrorist organization by many countries and it is holding part of Iraq

and Syria as its state since 201l.
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without time frame. In China ancl llakistan many groups linked to Al-Qaeda are fighting with
local govenmcnts and also using tcrritory of each country as sanctuary for training and other

purposes.

There is no one such definition which is agreed upon by all. After going through above

discussion, terrorism may be defined as "the intended use of violence or the threat of violence to

create fear; anticipated to coerce or to intimidatc governments or societies in the pursuit of goals

that are generally political, economic, religious, or Ideological.,,

1.7.2 Extremism

Extremism or radicalism is detincd by Mcrriam-wcbstcr dictionary as:

"Belief in and support for idcas that arc vcr1, Iar liom, rvhal most people consider correct or

reasonable". (Meriam-Webster. 201 q23

WUC and ETIM both are callecl cxtrcmist groups by Chincsc media and governmcnt. Uyghur

also fighting for an independcnt 'l'r.rrkestan but thcy havc bcen alleged for their affiliation with

Al-Qaeda in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Many timcs both governments arrested and killed the

members of these terrorists groups. 'l'hesc groups ncither consider any truce with Pakistani

government nor with Chinese government. On thc othcr side, China also announced ban on veil
(hijab) and ban on beard which igniting morc cxtrcmism in China and Pakistan as Pakistani

Taliban and Al-Qaeda consider Pakistan very closc ally of China. There is one of the world

highest mountain ranges on Pak-C'hina bordcr. which make it natural sanctuaries for terrorists

and extremists to establish their hideouts in somc arcas joining to Pakistan-China borders.

Pakistan also identifies many groups in its tcrritory as cxlremists like Jindullah2a, BLA25, LeJ26

and others which are also linked to groups in China rvhich create trouble over there.

23 Merriam-Webster. (2014). extremism. Retrie ved Octobcr 23, 2014, lrom http://www.merriam-rvebster.com:
http ://www. merriam-rvebster. com/d ictionary/extrern i srn
2o Jindullah is group fighting Iran and I'akisian armies in arca bordering Iran and pakistan for its independent
homeland.
25 Batuchistan Liberation Army is group consisting olmany tribcs in llaluchistan province of pakistan which are
fighting for independent Baluchistan from Pakistan.
26 Leshkar-e-Jhangvi is band militant group in Pakistan which is involved in sectarian killing and is also at terrorists
Iist by USA.
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1.7.3 Separatism

Vocabulary.com defines separatism as:- "A clisposition toward schism and secession from a

larger group; the principles and practiccs ol-scparatis1." (vocabulary.com, zCl4)27

This separatism phenomenon can be based on certain cthnic identification in which a separatist

group identifres itself separate from rcsl ol' main population and demands autonomy or

independence from mainland. Pakistan and China are lacing such separatist movements. In

Pakistan, Baluchistan independencc movemcnt is major movement in recent times which is also

using insurgency to fulfill its aims. (tlutt, 200T28'l'his insuigvncy and separatist movement is led

by Baluchistan Liberation Army or Ill-A. Whilc in China thcre are many such movements along

with popular Tibetan and East'l'urkestan Islarnic Movcmcnt (fi'flM). ETIM supporters want to

create an independent Muslim arca in China's LJyghur rnajority region. Further in Pakistan, many

incidents happened when Separatist in Baluchistan kidnappcd or killed Chinese engineers. This

puts constraints on relationship bctween tw'o liicnclly statcs.

1.8 Summary of Introduction

Above cliscussion reveals that Pakistan arncl (lhina cnioyccl good relations in the past. Both

appeared in their modern form as indcpcndcnt stalcs almost in the similar era of world history.

Both have strategic and economic importance as China being the world's largest economy and

Pakistan as one of the major Muslim population and its ccntral position in Islamic rvorld. Both

countries enjoyed good relationships in most part of'1hcir cngagements. Pakistan was one of the

early countries which recognized socialist Chinesc government as legitimate Chinese

govemment. This cooperation is multilevel and dcveloping strong with passage of time. (Anwar,

2006)2e "The forces of terrorism, extremism and separatism represent not only intemal threats to

peace, security and prosperity o1- the two countries; thcy also tend to undermine their long

established close friendship and strategic cooperation." (Khan, 201,3)

The only matter of concern appeared in threc forms, one is Global phenomenon of Muslim

extremist groups like Al-Qaeda or any group that is linked to Al-Qaeda, while other factor is

27 vocabulary.com. (2014). dictionary/separatism. Ilctricvcd October 23,2014, from http://wwv.vocabulary.com:
http ://www. vocabulary. com/dictionary/separatism

" Ibid, p67-68

" rbid, pr26-r29
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asacks on Chinese engineers and workers inside Pakistan and third is related to execution of

Muslim population in the area of Uyghur by Chinese security forces as they are fighting with

Muslim separatists. These issues of terrorism, cxtremism and separatism are leading towards

some strains in relationship between two states. China supports and appreciates Pakistan's efforts

to fight terorism; and has provided assistance to help Pakistan in its war against militancy. This

help has been in the form of diplomatic, economic and military support. (Khan, 2013)

t

s
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Implications of terrorism, extremism and scparatism for Pak-China relations

2.1 Pre-9/11 Era and Region

The important phase of communist fall in Poland and Germany gave more moral and military

support to Afghan war in mid-1980s which local fiecdom fighters or Mujahedeen3o were fighting

with one of world's declining super power of time along with inclusion of many Arab and non-

fuab young Muslims who were brought there from around the corners of Africa, Arab countries

and rest of world by many world agencies. Altcr 1970 in this region some important conflicts'

emerged like in lran, USA embassy's iakc orcr by lranian revoiutionaries3l, Conflict turned into

freedom fight in Indian held Kashmir, and whilc on thc near west side of region, Iran-lraq war

broke out which was also having elcment ol'proxy belween western democracies and Russian led

communist world. Similarly, China has Xinjiang. 'l'ibct and Inner Mongolia separation issues

rvhile Pakistan is facing same issue in Baluchistan.

On the other hand, India has many libcration anri separation movements including Assam,

Bodoland, Dravida Nadu, Kashmir. Khalistan. Nagalirn and'l'ripura, While in Nepal is Madheshi

movement. Region experienced growing unrcst, povcrty and West supported trend of Jihad in

Afghanistan which mesmerized many Muslim young men who were impressed either from Jihad

concept or from action movies'and wanted to tastc same,advcnture in real life. A new culture in

Muslim world was promoted by local rulers, rich busincss classes and world agencies in the

name of Jihad in Afghanistan. Most important lact is that China was part of this alliance against

Soviets in Afghanistan and even two enemies ol' IJSA i.e. Iran and China both supported in

logistics for Ahmad Shah Masood and other tieedom fighter or holy warriors in Afghanistan.

Majority of the govemments including China ncvcr calculated the fall of Soviets empire and

further radicalization of Muslim youth can onc day burn their own streets and can bring serious

psychological and life situation .for thcir own pcoplc which was collective failure of whole

civilizeil worlcl. Thus in 1.990s, this Jihadist culture was prolnoted by many Arab investors who

invested their money in promotion of Jihadist groups' and most prominent among them was led

by Arab Billionaire and CIA trained Osama llin t.adcn. Osama group was called Al-Qaeda and

'o This was name given by USA propaganda cxperts to win sympathy and recruit free fighters for this proxy in

Afghanistan when they start writing about Afghan resistancc in Washington post and New York Times in l980es,

'' This event is one of bitter episode which strained tJS-lran rclations since 1979.

$
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spread in Africa, Middle East, Pakistan and beyond in many Muslim and non-Muslim countries.
Many sleeping cells were later exposed in many western and Eastern countries, These militant
elements also developed their hideouts in somc parts of Pakistan.

For one reason or other, Pakistani agencies and other agcncies of world totally failed to identi$
the growth of Al-Qaeda's influence over Muslim yourh lrom uSA to Africa including Europe,
china and beyond ' Later, thesc groups which wcrc in thcir infancy find a favorable place in
Afghanistan under newly emerged power backcd by Pakistan, Saudi Arab, eatar and partially by
USA which later was called 'faliban.

Taliban established self-claimed Islamic stalc uncJcr thc leadership of Mullah omer, a war
veteran from Soviet invasion times. Pakistani and (lhincsc governments like other governments
in the region failed to reform rcligious Madrasas w,hich bccame one of the rnajor recruiling
placcs for Al-Qaeda led Jiha<J. In l)akistan, militarv and political govcmmcnts bccame so
confused with their policy lbr supporting Kashnriri liccclom lighter and other Jihadists that for
decades, never tealized'the link betwcen two groups. 'l'hus, two neighboring states havc to face a
serious threat and were affectccl eclually. Ijvcn Chincsc government had to crack down on
mosqlles; they had to ban many Islamic iclcntitics to gct control ovcr terrorist,s activities in
Ningxia, Gansu, Xinjiang which arc [Jygur popularion arcas. I]ut Xinjiang is most affected area
bordering Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan and'l.ajikistan.

2.2 Conflicts in the Region in post-9/l I llra.

The concepts of freedom and liberty changetl quite dramatically after9/ll World Trade Center
and Pentagon attacks in USA. IJSA blamecl Al-Qacda and its leader Osama Bin Laden which
was in Afghanistan. They decided to wage a war on terror against Al-eaeda hideouts in
Afghanistan. A panic was created across the globe. 'l'hc issues of civil liberties and human rights
started to emerge. In this backclrop, LISA attackcd Alghanistan. At start, there was no
organization or country including China and Itussia u,hich were able to ask her for bringing
credible evidence. Neither thesc cviclence cver camc to public or in any court ofjustice after so
many years' This action also brought a ncw wavc <ll'terrorism and counter terrorism activities
around the world including this region.

25



ts

USA's actions without legitimate support t urn *orld community did not stop its adventurist

stance after fall of Kabul from'faliban but after lbur years LISA suddenly found anew enemy in

that war on tenor which were Iraq. And thus all energics were diverted by USA torvards Iraq.

This gave chance to Al-Qaeda and its associated groups to reorganize and start a new guerrilla

war which included attacks on civilians. lrven morc civilians were targeted in this wavc of

terrorism and insurgency in Afghanistan. 
:.

Now, after Soviets, another super power was showing its muscles and military might against

Afghanistan. There is no inVestigation of civilian killings which Americans called collateral

damage. This collateral damagc proved'a rcal tcst. not only for Afghan people but for all near

and neighbors of Afghanistan. Ncw recruitmcnl lactorics got roois in Afghanistan, iakistan,

India, Bangladesh, CARs32 and in China's Muslim majority areas.

Before 9/ll, there were many rounds ol'hidclcn talks bctr,vcen USA and Taliban government for

accepting them as legitimate Alghanistan's rcprcscnlativc government. After the incident of

9/1 1, Saudi Arab, UAE and Pakistan also sloppcd supporting faliban government. However,

USA's war in Afghanistan ncvcr camc to an cnd and it laccd same resistance in Afghanistan

which Soviets failed to dcfeat with diffcrcnce o1'lcss lorcign support for nov age freedom fighter

of Afghanistan or Taliban compare to 19tl0s whcn wholc Wcst"and IJSA were backing Afghan

mujahedeen against Soviet invasion.

There can be found justifications lrom all partics i.c. Sovicts, l-aliban and USA for their actions

but this led whole region into ncw chaos and volatility. 'fhc Phenomenon of suicide bombing

wide spread in Afghanistan and Pakistan whilc many sr.ricidal attacks were made by young men

representing Islamic ideology in their own lands. I{cgion saw new anarchy which rvas not in its

full scale but enough to bring panic in streots ol'thesc countries. It leads to many uncertainties

and confusion among the masses in the rcgion. A rvar against local regimes.was started in CARs,

China's Muslim majority areas, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and India. Though some regional

areas like Kashmir and Xi"njiang were alrcady cxpcricncing such unrest but the slogans of this

wave were different than the slogans of self-determination and liberty.

32 Central Asian Republics often termed as CAI{s, arc ct-rnsisting ol'fivc countries which emerge after Soviet fall in
I 988.

iti"
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As mentioned by Mir Amir, (2010) "'lhe extent to which the danger of Islamic militancy has

swelled in the country after the 9/11 atlacks can bc well gauged from its spread from the borders

to the urban areas of Pakistan - be it Peshawar, Quetta, Lahore, Karachi, Rawalpindi or

Islamabad. After capturing much of the North Wcsl lrrontier Province and the Federally

AdministLred Tribal Areas, the'l-aliban and Al-Qaecla - linked jihadist.have now clearly brought

their war to Pakistani cities."

2.3 China and Xinjiang Issue

Muslims came to China in 5th century according 1o accounts of traditional ChineSe Muslirn

historians and were brought by thc Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas, Wahab ibn Abu Kabcha, and other

companions of Prophet Muharnmad (l'lll.Jll) in (tl6-618 AD. (Muslims in China, 2004)33

According to other accounts, therc arc inclications that Wahab Abu. Kabcha reached Canton by

sea in 629 CE. While other accounts state that this happcncd in year 650 AD. That time Chinese

Emperor ordered the establishment of China's lrrst Mosque in Canton which is known as

"Magnificent Canton Mosque" and existing sincc last Iburtccn centuries.

From l40l to 1433, admiralZheng(Muslims in China. 2004)34 who was king's best adrniral led

a journey towards Mecca ancl hc pcrlbrmccl his llajj as Zheng was Muslim. Afterwards, many

accounts verify Muslims from China madc joumcy to Mecca and been ambassador of social

relationshif between Muslims of Middle East and China. After Socialist Revolution, Hajj was

banned for Chinese l\4uslirns. 1'he pilgrimagcs li'om China were used to perform their tlajj via

Pakistan till late,7Os. However, latcr on, China rcvisccl its l-lajj policy. Afterwards Saudi sources

mentioned that ten thousand Muslims pcrlbrmcd thcir Ilajj in 2007.At Present, Chinese Muslims

are also playing important rolc in the econ<lmic. social and political"fields of the country.

According to the national census ol' Clhina, therc arc 21,667,000 Muslims in China which are

l.6Yo of total population. (Muslims in China, 2004)35

With this brief review of Muslim's plight

a look on the other side of the picture.

China, a1 thc same time, it is also important to have

would bc an interesting discourse that how fairly

in

It

" There is historical evidence that Muslims in early phasc of, Islam also came to China.
3a Admiral Zheng l37l-1433 rvas naval chie f of Chinesc arrrics under King Hui of Ming dynasty; he was from
Kunyang ar.a oiYrnnan province. His original namc was Ma tle also known as Sanbao.
r5 http://www.muslirnpopulation.com/asia/China/Muslimoh2}ino/o2}China.php
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Chinese's government dealt with its Muslim population and neighboring Muslim states. The

Uyghur for short times got separate state during the lall of Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) also from

1 93 I to 1934 and later from 1944 to I 949. Lastly, the communists took power and consolidated

their control over the state. ln 1955, Xinjiang was classified as an "autonomous region" by the

People's Republic of China though Uyghurs havc version that all.was based on force and against

the will of the people. In l93l-34, Xinjiang area adopted name of East Turkestan for the

independent state (a name still used by many in exile). In later years, Chinese govemment

relocated Han population in the area to break the ethnic influence of Muslims and now Han make

40Yo of total population in Xinjiang. Llowevcr, this srraregy remained futile exercise and did not

proved productive. It added new dynamics to the issuc and brought more unrest between local

and Han settlers.

Bell ln8

INt)IA

Other
suspected
uighur related
incidents:

Xlnjtang 

-' 

i

2oo9
Rioting and clashes
between ethnic
Uighurs and Han
Chinese resulted in
roughly 2OO deatl'rs
and triggered a
crackdown by
local authorities.

CHINA

Ururngi
Attril 30. 207tl
A borlltl
ext)locrecl at a
railway station
killinl1 three
people.
irrclucting two
zrttackcrs, an(l
ir-liUring 79.

Kun.ning Be[lng
Mitr.29.2013 Oct.28,2073
29 treoDle Three Uighurs
wcrc slashcd rammed a
iilrd stabbed to vehicle into
(reJtlr :lt a crowds in
trafi station by Tiananmen
knife-wielcling Squarekilllng
;ls-sailants themselves and
belicvec, to be. two tourists-

Source : THll WASI I lN (l' l'On' I'O S'l'. ('l'haroor, 201 4)36

36 Tharoor, l. (2Ol4,May 22). why-chinus-terrorism-prohlem-i.s-getting-worse/. Retrieved 2Ol4 19, December,
from http://www.washingtonpost.com: http://www.washingtonpost.corniblogs/worldviews/wp/20l4105l22lwhy-
chinas-terrorism-problem-is-gettin g-worse/
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Chinese records statc that ETIM or (liast'l'urkistan lslamic Movement) also known as Turkistan

Islamic Party (TIP), Turkistan Islamic Movcment ('l lM)r7 was found by Hasan Mahsum, a

Uighur who belongs to Xinjiang's Kashgar rcgion. Statc l)cpartment of USA has put ETIM in

terrorists list for being terrorist organization. Ii'l'[M's main aim is to establish an Islamic state

consisting of area as far as Turkey, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, lJzbekistan, Pakistan, Afghanistan

and the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (XIJ,AR)r8. In 2003, Pakistani forces killed Hasan

Mahsum. In 2010, Pakistani fbrces also killcd Abdul Ilacl another ETIM leader. But as of now,

their activities have been decreased remarkably altu'r l)akistan Army did operation in these areas.

Uyghur fighters were captured by LJSA in 2006 and all 22 o1'such Al-Qaeda linked combatants

were taken to Guantanamo Bay camp dclta but alier 1'cars of investigation and torture, these

were released without convictions and w'cre allorvcd to liv'c inland. It's also significant that this

group has ties rvith Al-Qaeda ancl 'l"l P 1'l'chrck l aliban I'}akistan). Further, China also blames

Russia lor supporling Easl 
-l-urkcstan 

Scparatist rrovcmcr-rt.

ETIM has long record of terrorist activilics insiclc as rvcll as outside of China. In2007, ETIM

militants killed Chinese enginccrs in Ilaluchistan ancl viclcolaped that activity. Later, it was sent

to lleijing. In 2008, during sumrllcr' Olympics. l:'l'lM conducted series of Bus Bombings in

Kunming, plan hijacking attcmpt in Urumqi (LJrumcli is also ccnter of many such terrorist attacks

1by ETIM), attack on paramilitary lbrccs in Kashgar r,vhcrc they killed l7 officers. In 2010, Dubai
I

Xcourt convicted two ETIM membcrs lbr plotting a bomb attack in shopping mall; one of themN
$was trained in Waziristan. In October 2013. a sr-ricicic attack was carried out in Tiananmens
Square by ETIM which killed 5 and injuring itl. l: l'lM mainly has its bases in Tajikistan,

I

.\Afghanistan while some in Pakistan and Llhina.'l'his is vcry brief account of its tenorist activates(\
Nhich created panic like situation. It surlaced as major tcrrorist group and tried to increase its

penetration for the purpose of other such activatcs.

According to S.K. Datta and Itajeeve Sharma. (2003),

37 According to 'fhe Norwegian Peace building l{esource Ccntre,"'l'he Uast l'urkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) is

an Islamist rnilitantgroup operating in China's Xinjiang adnrinistrativc rcgion." Also have links inside Pakistan

Waziristan Area.
38 hftp :/lwww.chi natodav.corn/c itl,'x i rrj ian g. ht rn



e\t,

"The Uighurs' Islamic thrust in Xinziang has to be lbught. Already, China has managed to

changc the demographic composition of this Muslim province by setting Han Chinese in the

volatile region. China looks to Pakistan lbr containing Islamic upsurge in Xinziang. It has paid

some dividends, but the future scenario is unccrlain.l'

According to Swaran Singh, (2007.)

"The short-lived East Turkestan Republic (1944-49) in lact, came about with Soviet assistance.

More importantly, Soviet and Chincse nuclcar tcsting sitcs, as well as, nuclear bases, faced each

other across the Xinjiang-Kazakhstan border. 'l'hcrclbrc. thc security of Xinjiang was uppermost

priority in the Chinese calculus o1'security.''

So, this area is strategically very important lbr China. l]esides, historical, social, economic,

religious aspects of the conflict, it has inlcrnational clynamics as well.

2.4 Chronology of major'I'errorist o,ents in China

l'here is chronolog), of some major cvcnts which wcrc titlccl as terrorists attack in China in last

15 years. These are conducted by non-statc aclors within China mostly by Muslim groups allied

rvith Al-Qaeda ancl other international organizations Iikc t1l'lM. Most of such incidents occurred

in Xinjiang or Tibet areas some wcrc made lbr quick conclusion that ETIM is behind that while

others were owned by ETIM. Most of such inlbrmation was relied upon Chinese sources only as

foreign journalists have no acccss to the areas. 'l'hesc incidents of terrorism were very much

horrible and it made Chinese govcrnment to takc imrncdiate steps to handle this menace. This

phenomenon increased gradually and later it impactcd thc state's functioning. It was also matter

ofgreat concern for other neighboring statcs.

(J'

E
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Location I Date I

Shijiazhuang,

Hebei

16 March

2001

Chengdu,

Sichuan'

Parnirs Plateau,

Xinjiang

03 anril 
I 

I

2002 | I

0s Janlx
2007 

I

I

Urumqi,

Xinjiang

09 Mar

2008

1'l

f'l i

Kashgar, I 04 Aug 2

Terrorists activities in China since 200I

ncident Popular as

Shijiazhuang

bombings

'l'ianlir

bombing

Scluarc

injiang raid

Southern China

plot

'he

Iight

008 Kashgar attack

31

Details

108 civilians were killed by same type of
cxplosive material which was used in 1993

World 'Irade Centre and 1995 Oklahoma

City bombings in four city blocks of
Shijiazhang.

Chcngdu's Tianfu

bombing only one

scparatist movement

Square saw this

injury was reported a

group did that.

Chincse police raided ETIM training camp

in Akto County of Parnirs plateau near the

Alghanistan and Pakistan border.l S

allcgcd terrorists were killed, l7 captured.

Slatc-run Xinhua

that authorities

terrorist attack on

Southern China

IJrumqi.

Suspected ETIM

into 70 jogging

News Agency reported

had successfully foiled

a commercial jet of The

flight departed from

militants drove a truck

policemen and killed 16



Xinjiang 2008

Kuqa County,

Xinjiang

l0 Aug

2008

K

sec

stal

201

Yamanya,

Xinjiang

12 Aug

2008

Aksu, Xinjiang 19 Aug

2010

Hotan,

Xinjiang

l8 Jul

20tt
201

Kashgar,

Xinjiang

3l July

20tt

201

\

uqa Attacks

runty

bbing

olliccrs

in Yamanya

0 Aksu bombing

I Ilotan attack

I Kashgar attacks

\

32

people.

According to Xinhua news agency that

scven men drove taxies full of homemade

cxplosives into government buildings, in

Kuqa, Xinjiang. Injured 2 police officers, a

security guard and shot dead 5.

Clhinese state media reported that three

sccurity officers killed in stabbing incident

in city of Yamanya, near Kashgar in

Xinjiang.

Chinese state media reported that six

LJyghur men drove a vehicle into the group

ol' security officers near Aksu, Xinjiang.

Scven people were killed.

Chincse reports stated that l8 people

killed by l8 young Uyghur men

attacked at a police station in llotan. Later,

It l'lM claimed the responsibility.

18 people died in Kashgar in a series of

attacks by stabbing and driving truck into

crowcd. The Turkistan Islamic Party later

claimed responsibility and showed these

men video of training in Pakistan.

were

who



Airlines

cthnic

Squarc

tation

)

Table2.2

Xinjiang 29 Jun

2012

fianjin

Flight

Xinjiang

clashes

Lukqun attacks

'fiananmcn

atlack

Kunming

massacrc

Xinjiang 24-Apr-

20r3

Lukqun,

Xinjiang

26 Jun

2013

Tiananmen

Square, Beijing

28 Oc1

2013

Kunming,

Yunnan

0l March

2014

" List of terrorists activities in China. since 2001

Chinese reported that 6 men attempted to

hijack Tianjin Airlines flight from Hotan

to Urumqi, Xinjiang. l0 people were

injured in this failed attempt.

lt was an incident of ethnic clash that took

place between Muslim Uighur and Han

(-'hinese community. 2l people were killed

in the incident including l5 police officers.

35 pcople reported killed in clashes

bct'wccn Uyghurs and police when

terrorists attacked a police station and

govcrnment building. The World Uyghur

Congress was blamed by govemment.

A car

killed

pcoplc

this.

blaze at Tiananmen Square and

five and injured dozens, later five

were arrested in connection with

'l'his was one of deadliest attack in which a

group of knife-wielding men and women

altacked people at the Kunming Railway

Station killed 33 people. ETIM later was

blamed for this killing by state agencies.

'I'errorists activities in China since 20013e

Source http://www.china-un.org/en g/ztJfktZg%7 .htm.
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2,5 Post 9-11 Era and Regional Situation

In the Post 9/l I era, new trends were introduced on the global level. It created a serious

challenge for civil liberties and human rights in world. It provided governments an excuse to

curtail civil liberties by passing such laws which allow detention of person on suspicion without

fulfilling the needs of The Habeas Corpus Actao which all the world adopted after its first

adaptation in 1679 by English parliament. 'l'his act brought a new revolution in the civil liberty

protection concept. China, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Alghanistan, Nepal and other countries

of the region were quick to pass sr.rch laws lbr thc sakc of national security. This also created an

environment of national security for most of states as the phenomenon of terrorist's new

recruitment increased after such acts and actions lakcn by police and other agencies. Journalists

r.vere killed either by terrorists or in policc torturc. thousands of innocents were detained on false

reports a,rd niany civil liberties werc compromisecl unclcr the laws to control terrorism.

A new panic situation was creatcd lbr all countrics ol'rcgion which led into conflict of interests

between states, confusion for citizcns to dcmand sccurity assurance and civil liberties. At the

same time, it is very critical fbr security fbrces to savc the citizens from terrorist activity and

avoid violation of personal civil libertics which was vcry diflicult task and still full of challenges.

Pakistan, India, China, Afghanistan and olhcr statcs had to see new strains of relations due to

cross border movement of these groups and tcrrorists. lndia most of the time accused Pakistan

for her involvement in many attacks occurrcd within Indian borders like Parliament attack,

Mumbai attacks and many others out of 52 altacks in India since 2000. It renclered more than

1360 people killed. The International Media also prcrjcctcd many false Indian claims like 2006

Malegaon bombings which later proved insidc Indian military's conspiracy to defame and

involve Pakistan. Even in recent times, CIll olllcer Satish Vcnna in his court statement about

Mumbai attack, accused RAW's covert ccll tbr i1s involvemcnt. Even in the absence of any

credible evidence, Pakistan is accused lbr her involvemcnt in terrorism, while neglecting Satish's

statement in the court. (Ehsan, 201.3) 
4l

ooTheHabeasCorpus Act1679 istakenasoneofmilestoneregardinghumanrightprotection.
'' Ehsan, M. A. (20 13, July20). mumbai-attacks-whut-is-the-truth/.ltetrievedNovember 13,2014,from
http://tribune.com.pk: http://tribune.com.pk/story l579244lmumbai-attacks-what-is+he+ruth/

\
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Sirnilarly, China also protested backcloors to l)akisran since 2003 for not controlling its borders
which are being used for terrorist's activities in China by l]'flM and other groups in Xinjiang
area' In many incidents, China and Pakistan's rclations saw down point in recent times at killings
of Chinese tourists and workers in Pakistan. In May 2004, chinese engineers were killed in
Gawader' In october 2004, two Chinese cngincers kidnapped and later one was killed. on l5
February 2006, three Chinese engineers killed and IILA took the responsibility and there are
many other such incidents of kidnapping and killing of C'hinese engineers. (Davis, 200g)42

Many journalists also lost lives in coveragc ol'tcrrorists' events or govemment responses on
terrorists' Here is glimpse liom rcporlcd dcalhs o1' journalist in region after 2000 in such
incidents:-

1.

2.

Pakistan.

lndia.

90

21

3 Tajikistan: 14

4. Bangladesh. 14

5. Afghanistan: 12

6 Sri Lanka: 10

7. China: 02

Table 2.3 Terrorists incidents (Sor-rrcc: https ://cpj.org/k1led/)

2.6 Impact of Terrorism on Ilxtremism antl Separatism

Terrorism led to a situation whcrc governments ancl pcople have lost much of their emotional
and moral support towards separatist movemcnts in the region. These separatists which claim
them to be freedom fighters, it became difficult lirr thcm t<l win international support after 9lll.
For example, many organizations struggling lor thc liccclom in Kashmir were put on watch list
by USA and other countries. l'hesc were clcclarcd as terrorist organizations which affected the
freedom struggle in Kashmir. Irurther, after one ancl othcr, thousands of terrorist actions which

1'^?:'lt'E'.v' (January,2008 0l). ttyghur-muslint-etltnic'-.sepuratistn-in-xinjiang-china/.Retrieved January 16,2015' from http;//www'apcss.org: http-://www.apcss.org/collcgcipublications/uyghur-muslim-ethnic-separatism-in-
xinjiang-china/

]
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mainly killed civilians lecl to a situation of no tolerance about many other genuine freedom
fighters. Their organizations lost public support slowly but surely after 2001.

The activities of terrorists groups also afl-cctcd cconomics in a way that it became very tough for
underground movements to sustain in the times ol's1rcss. It lefl deep impact on the functioning of
these organizations. There was confusion among masscs that who is tenorist and who is freedom
fighter? However, there was differcnce of perception about such groups and different people
view them differently. In 2005, after massive earthquakc in Kashmir, many of Kashmiri freedom
fighting organization have to comc lorward in public, 'l'his time, they had to neglect coming
security threats for them for being in public. 'l'his was jLrst to win back public confidence and
demonstrate that their aims are dill'crent than tcrrorisl's organizations. Further, it cut the public
financial support for those organizations which wcrc violcnt in nature. The governments also
started crack down to stop the supply ol'lirnds lirr thcm at all levels. Sirnilarly, the supply of oil,
food, goods and transportation ctc. lacccl morc chccks liom all sides. pakistan changed her
Kashmir policy and restrictecl hcrscll- to its political and moral support to Kashmiri self-
determination struggle. on thc othcr sidc, attacks on NA'l'oal supplies made pakistan to establish
tighter security checks. India also blamed Pakistani intclligence agencies for everything which
went wrong with her' As a result, Pakistan also bccl-ecl up her security operates with its Eastern
borders and it became very dirficurt lor unauthorizcd bordcr crossing.

Similarly, to stop a reversal impact, India had to withclraw its military support from Tamils in Sri
Lanka and also have to start with ncw conl'idcncc building measures with China which put Tamil
and Tibet issue on back foot' 'fhc World saw surrcndcr ol'l.Tl'Eaa Tamil Tigers in Sri Lanka on
l9th May 2009 which ended their military strugglc which was started on 5 May 1976. This is
one of the very clear indications that how changing regional and global trends and security
situation affected a long serving independcncc and scparation movement. while, many of such
insurgencies and conflicts are still moving ahead slorvly but thcir effective functioning has been
hampered' The presence of NAl'o in the area made it quite difficult for these insurgent groups to
open in kind of local support ancl llexibility w'hich rhcy wcrc cnjoying pre-9111,2001 era. As for
LTTE, USA, Canada, Australia ancl tlritain includcd thcm in terrorist organization list and

4 North Atlantic Treaty organisation is onc of rnajor military alliancc in west which protects western interests inEurope and bevond.
aa ltnp://wu,w.satp.ordsatporstpicountr.ies shr rlan[!c1,g.r:r r:irr_lLl]-t!t l.l-l jrJlIf\4
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curtailed their funding and support. Irven India which was not complying with its own such

announcement related LTTE since 1992, had to take more strict measures. In a similar case,

Iranian forces arrested Jundullah or People's Itesislance Movement of Iran (PRMI)45 leader

Abdul Malik Rigi who was claiming indcpcndence of all area including Sistan-o-Baluchistan

from Iran, Baluchistan in Pakistan, gulf ol' Oman border areas and Afghanistan's Helmand

province. Iran also blamecl USA fbr supporting ltigi and his group which USA denied

completely. So, changed security structurc in the rcgion made Rigi in panic and he became target

of Iranian forces which were looking for his capturc since long time.

2.7 Situation in China

China has Muslim population consisting 21.667,000 individuals in many areas like Xinxiang,

Ningxia, Gansu, Qinghai and in many other arcas of as minimal minority. These people

ethnically belong to Uygur, Hui. Kazak. Khalkhas and Ozbck communities. On the other side,

China have borders with counlries in South and Wcst which are either Muslim majority like

Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan ancl 'l'ajikistan, or with significant Muslim

population areas like India. l'here is movement ol'indcpcndent 'furkistan rvhich succeeded in the

past two 1o three times in establishing its indcpcndcnl govcrnment for few years. While on the

other hand, it is also having separatist movcmcrlts likc 'l'ibet and Inner Mongolia regions which

tnake l/3 of country's area and population. China ol'licially is in ongoing process of revolution

which aims bringing quality of lile among its population but still is considered as developing

nation though achieved highest GDP (Gross Domcstic Production) growth in the world since

decades. She maintained it even cluring worst global cconomic crises which started from 2006

and still is in recovery phase for many world dcvelopcd cconomies like USA, Germany, UK and

others. These separatists and extrcmist movements are putting extra financial, social, political

and administrative burden on country and on its cconomy. Chinese governments always seek

solution for such issues even many areas including Muslim majority areas, Mongolian areas and

Tibet were given autonomous statues from timc to timc or were granted extra localize liberties.

But, the waves of violence make it hard for China to carry such policies in all times and all

circumstances r.vhich reverse the growth process achicved every time by central govemments in

China.

a' "The Baloch in Post Islamic l{evolution Iran: A l,olitical Study" by Ahmad Reza'Iaheri. pl5l-152
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Operation Tight Noose' which was conducted near Angoor Adda border check post on 2nd of
october, 2003. American special task forces attackecl and killed Egyptian Al-Khadr known as
Cannadi rvho was traced from his American Passporl. Similarly, as mentioned earlier, Uighue
leader of East Turkestan Movcment Ilassan Maksoom was killed in one such operation near
chinese borders by Pakistan Army. lt is bclievcd thar he had links with Al Qaeda. (Schofield,
20tt)

2.8 'l'errorism, Extremism and Separatism in China

The definition of terrorism which is adoptecl by IJN Cc',mmittee on Terrorism states, ,, An[y]
action, in addition to actions alrcady spcciliccl by cxisting conventions on aspects of terrorism,
the Geneva convention and sccuriry council rcsolution 1566 (2004), that is intended to cause
death or serious bodily harm to civilians and nonc-combatants, when the purpose of such act, by
its nature or context, is to intimidatc population. or ro compcl a Government or an international
organization to do or to abstain liom doing any act." 'l'hus this definition and others still fail to
fulfill the academic purpose olconciscness ancl clarity. 'l'hese definitions accommodate justified
use of such force and killing by govcrnmental anci intcrnational organized bodies which claim to
implement broader agenda for sack of liberty and liecdom, but fail to make a clear difference
among freedom struggles and resistance against occupation ol'powerful countries.

Thus, this definition forces Alghan pcoplc and lraclis t.o adopt only peaceful means for freedom
in their countries from foreign occupation cvcn it goes tcl clccades while on other hand UN in
1945 and later years has confirmecl national libcrty ancl liccclom for all nations of world and all
people on earth' Similarly by vcry definition it crcatcs confusions weather American resistance
under George Washington against legitimatc Ilritish govcmment and Chinese revolutionary
armed struggle was justifiable or no1.

It is agreed about terrorism that it will bc an act ol'fbrce or coercion to create fear among its
immediate target or effected person. 'I.he purposc of such tcrrorism is imposing person, group or
state agenda over target population. In China, thcre arc hundreds of such minor or major events
mostly connected to Turkistan movcmcnt ancl Inncr Mongolia movement which affected China
and created terror among masses. 'l'he situation in china though is better compare to many other
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parts of the world which are facing such tcrrorism along with extremist and separatist

movements

Extremism is related behavior olcxtrcme naturc or vicws of such nature which do or can do lead

towards violence. In China, there are many cxtremist groups including separatists' movements.

Such extreme groups including E'flM, RSM and many groups like Falun Gong which adopts

extreme measures of resistance mainly peacelul lbr its cause.

On the other hand, separation movemcnts incluclc 'l'urkistan movement which is center of
attention while iooking at Post-Cold war or lurthcr Post 9/l I relationship between Pakistan and

China. There is couple of issues likc 'l'ibct and Inncr Mongolia. Pakistan traditionally supported

any genuine freedom movement but also lbcuscd on pcaceful means for such cause as its own

history is based on non-violent political rnovcmcnt which lcd to creation of Pakistan. This is the

reason why Pakistan supports pcacclul rcsolution ol' 'l'ibct and Inner Mongolia issue from
Chinese government by the usc ol'pcacclul political nlcans. Tibet holds 4.6 million Buddhist

population led by their leader in exile l)alai Lama whilc Inner Mongolia consisting l2 regions is

demanding same for its Han and Mongol population consistin g 24,700,000 people. l'his area

also makes l2Yo of all Chinese area though this is cnjoying an autonomous status since 1947.

Yet, its movement in exile in IJSA and Canatla is looking lbrward for independent statehood

status. This area includes Suiyuan, Itchs, Chahar, Xing'an and Liaobei provinces of north and

North West bordering Mongolia and l(urssia. China blamcs Russian and American govemments

for fueling this movement in its north.

2.9 Implication of Terrorism, l)xtremism and Scparatism lbr Pakistan and China in the
Post-9/l1 Era

In the post 9/l I era, global dynamic becamc vcry complcx. It is important to mention briefly that
most of the issues related to the movements of Inner Mongolia anrd Tibet have no or very
minimal impact over third side of thesc relationships based on movement of Turkistan state and

Muslim population in bordering areas of Pakistan and CAIts. After US invasion of Afghanistan
in 2002-2003, China openly started complaining to Pakistan about her territorial use as training
bases by ETIM and other AI-Qaeda affiliate groups which were doing terrorist activities within
chinese borders in Muslim majority areas cspccially in Xinjiang area.
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Later, Pakistani security forces killed or captured many terrorists and their leadership in border
areas adjacent to China and also many terrorist training camps inside Pakistani Tribal area of
North and South Waziristan witnessed presencc of Muslim Chinese fighters. This issue created

an early bitterness in relationships of two countrics. Further, Pakistan's decision of handing over
its airbases to USA and becoming ally in War on 1'error was also disliked by Chinese
govemment and leadership. Similarly continuous attack on Chinese workers, working in
Pakistan especially in Baluchistan also lccl to somc solrrness in relationship. In many cases,

terrorists who were arrested in China provcd that thcrc arc close links between Pakistani Taliban
and ETIM fighters and they are gctting logisiics anci rraining in Pakistan, Afghanistan ancl

Tajikistan.

Pakistan, however, provided China with.loint action against such camps. Further, pakistan made
sure to control border areas morc clI-cctivcly. Yct. such constraints in relationships made China
to test India for better cooperation alicr long timc sincc 1962 war and break down of panch Shela

Accorda6. China conducted joint military cxcrciscs rvith Indian border forces and Navy. Both
countries are also looking for broaclcr and bcttcr cconomic relations as both see each other
markets as big potential markets. So, China rccognizccl Sikkim as formal part of India in 2004.
Sino-lndia trade is over $36bn now and gr<lwing ycar by year after 2004. China also agreed to
invest in peaceful use of nuclear cnergy with India. Inrlia-China also signed counter terrorism
accord and decided to extend their cooperation in this rcgard. In 2002, direct flights between

China and Inclia startei ivhich helped to boost lirrthcr goocl relationships. In June 2003, Atal
Bihari Vajpai visited China, rvhilc in 2005, wen Jiabao visitecl India to defuse situation on
borders and improve relation over high-tech industry.

In 2006, China and India rc-<lpened Nathu La Pass, a traclitional trade route between both
countries first time after war in 1962.In 2009. Indian Primc Minister Manmohan Singh visited
China and new agreements helped bilateral lradc to surpass $50 billion.aT president Xi Jinping of
china visited India on l8th September, 2014 and both enjoyed trade relationship of $70bn even

some disputes still existing there.'l'his lrade was $lbn in 2000-01. This clearly indicates that
Pakistan's involvement with USA and terrorism implications made both China and India more

a6 Accord from 1954' consisting of mutual agreements on five points for development of relationships betweenChina and India is called punch Shela.n'CJ'IN 
reported such on timerine showing china India rcrationships
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close, while China was always a balancer in Pakislan's relations with India. New relations even

led to 2007's first jointanti-terror training in Southwest China's Yunnan Province, Belgaurh in

Kar.nataka exercises in 2008 and latest "lland-in-lland in 2013" ten days joint military exercises

involving both countries. These are unexpectcdly developments in both countries relationships

after 2001 which may have very bad implications lbr Pakistan in future. '

"The Chinese on the one hand werc strcngthcning thcir agreements with the Central Asian

Republics and Russia as part of the Shanghai Co-operation Organization. At the same time, they

had started interacting with the 'l'aliban. possibly to sccurc their own flank in Xinjiang against

the spread of Islamic jihad organization." (Vinod, 2004)

According to both Major Vinod and Gencral Siaghal (2004),

"It had made overtures to the'l'aliban li.or,r thc outsct. possibly to build bridges with the new

order taking shape in Afghanistan and perhaps to lirnit thc help being extended to the Uighur

separatist elements in Xinjiang."

The Chinese Government adoptcd tactical mcasurcs and moved forward with the clear

framework of securing her from all kind ol'thrcats by any mean.
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Chapter Three

EMERGENCE OF IRRITAI{TS IN PAKISTAN-

CHINA RELATIONS

l.

t



3 Emergence of irritants in pakistan-China rerations

3.1 Background

In the fast changing world, Pakistan still looks hostagc to hcr troubled geopolitical legacy. She is
risking her geo-economic growth to very complcx situation in the troubled region. In the current
world, terrorism has become concern tbr all countrics. China also facing the devastating impact
of this terrorism alongrvith Pakistan who is also cxpcricncing most troubled time in her history.
Some define this situation as cross road of history lirr Pakistan. (Khan A. U., 2013)

Terrorism is not only concern lbr livcs but has scrious consequences for the countries as

experience of Pakistan things went vcry critical. Pakisrani cconomy has suffered lot from such

war on terror. US CENTCOM has gaugcd such cconomic loss for Pakistan worth $10 billion,
while her support to USA in Alghanistan. Shc also sull'crccl lbr her security and faced hundreds

of bombings in her cities. Still countrl, l-accs dcmancls.ol' "do more" from her allies like USA.
(lqbal R. G.,20ll)

China ancl Pakistan startcd as normal ncighbor's rclalionship soon afler socialist revolution in

China which leads 1o Mao 'l'se-tung govcrnnlcnt on I st October 1949 when he established the

People's Republic of China olhcially. Pakistan acceptcclthis government as true representative ol

" the pcoplc of the China in 1950. According to I)l:W rcscarch, majority of Pakistanis look China

as most favorable nation in thc world u,ith 69%, think so while only 7Yo think China is

unfavorable nation.as On the othcr hand, .i-i% Chincsc think Pakistan is favorable nation rvhile

42% thir/r. it is unfavorable compare to 63'/o lndian rvhich lear for Chinese growing military

might.

Similarly, 53oh Chinese take India as unlavorablc nation, likcwise Pakistanis see China as ally

and US as biggest threat while Chincsc scc ltr-rssia as biggcst ally and US as biggest Threatae,

compare to Indians which see US as major aliv and l)akistan as major threat. Thus, Chinese and

Pakistani public looks USA as threat due to its activitics in region. Despite this, after 9/11

Pakistan actively joined hancls with LJSA in its war on terror and government under President

General Pervez Musharraf took many unpopular dccisions and actions to give USA such support.

ot A sutuey conducted by PEW in 2006, about public pcrception in South Asia about other nations.o'Ibid
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These included distancing from Taliban government in Afghanistan, Closure of Pak-Afghan

Border and deployment of 80,000 troops along l)urand Line inside Pakistan. Pakistan also

handed over its five airbases of Peshawar, Shamsi, Chaklala, Quetta and Shahbaz/Jacobabad to

US till 2011, (Woods, 201l)50 meanwhile, therc was lack of workable strategic policy to counter

_,-,,.-.{l-Qu.cla 
and its affiliate groups which rvcrc attacking Chinese [overnment installations and

910", i.qr.illing people in China,
vr=i'i

I

- iihese policies from Pakistan governmcnt madc China look towards India for revival of
It
;rllationships as sfe rvas to takc prccautions against l-,lS prcsence in the region and in wake of

]g[pufu, conspiracy and strategic thcory ol'cncircling China by US as was mentioned by many
it
l*hit.r, in their analyscs. China ancl India starl growth ot'good relations since 2001 but since
it
l':lOO:-O+, these relations developecl morc on ccorlomic liont and now trade betwcen two states
t. l

I

]ise from $lbn in 2001 to $40bn activc ancl ovcrall ol'S70bn pcr annum after new accords in the
-l .! r

;rlear 2014. Thus not only indirect but dircctly. thcrc camc all the time over low gestures tn
'l

Iiakistan-China relationship due 1o Pakistan's iil planning and strategic mistakes to join US war
::l .

iln tenor which distanced it from China than cvcr bclorc sincc 1962. These constraints were felt
I

:/n all departments of working relations betwecn two statcs.'
rl,t
ll.2 PoliticalRclations
rl
,ii\s unique Chinese geographical cxistencc makcs hcr occupy iftportant position in Asia, she has

IilorA.r, rvith l4 countries and holds control ol'biggcst maritime area. It is almost l/3 population
II
[.lf Ariu and verl'dyn4mic political powcr in rcgion. (Milunc, 2010)
il
t. =l

[*lnrr" faced sever challenges by global mc<jia cspccially Indian and Western which have been
rI
i.tf.ry critical to her for minor issucs, these mcdia houscs beeh trying to blorv hard through such

lilrrr", rvhich are related to China. Chinesc aicl to Pakistan was extra ordinary during historic

ii!""6, in 2010. Similarly, China helping Pakistan by pouring investment into country and also

' 
lJr.o.rrures her business community to invest in Pakistan. (Jing, 2011)

1

;^*'t30 Woods, C. (201 l, December 15). cia-tlrones-t1uit-puki.ttun-site-but-us-keeps-access:to-olher-airbasesl. Retrieved

December 27, 2014, from http://rvlvw'thebureauinvestigatcs. corn :

http://rvww.thebureauinvestigates.com/201 I ll2l15lcia-droncs-c1uit-pakistan-site-but-us-keeps-access-to-other-

airbases/

'tr
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on the political terms, Pakistan and china have to hcc many low points in relationships during
this era of hard relations since 2001 . china expresscd her concerns over activities of ETIM from
Pakistani areas into china. Further, Pakislan was undcr a dictatorship when 9/l I happened and it
rvas hard for Musharrafs military governmcnt to rcsponsc positively towards questions related to
the legitimacy of his rule and'people represenration. As at that time, chinese foreign office
issued this statement saying, ''Pakistan is C'hina's liiendry neighbor and we are very concerned
about changes there and attempting to lurther comprchcncl the situation,,. (cNN, pakistan.reax/,
2oo I)51

According to Dr Sudhir Singh. (2009)

"It is vindicated by changing chincsc attitude torvarcls India-pakistan conflicts. Kargil episode is
a watershed for this change. China has invcstccl cnormously in pakistan and has been treated as
an all-weather friend of Pakistan. I)uring both 1965 ancl l97l wars, China issued stern threats in
Iavor of Pakistan against India btrt iluring Kargil crisis (1999) despite the fact that both prime
Minister' Nawaz sharif and coAS Musharral' visitcd china to garner chinese support. The
Chinese have not only declined to extcncl supporl to pakistan but advised pakistan to settle all
bilateral issues with India in an amicablc manner.,,

In october 2002, Muttahida Majlis-c-Amal, an alliancc ol- six religious political parties in
Pakistan won a clear majority in thc Province which is ncxt to chinese border. china had to Iook
new options after this event whcn l)akistan's Norrh wcstcrn border areas went into political and
physical control of extremists ancl religious parrics. Sornc of'rhem were holding extreme views of
the religion' This made chinesc think new'ptions to cr-rrtail growing pressures from expanding
uS role in the region, growing trcncl or,rsramizarion and religious extremism.

Though' Pakistan and china enjoy good fiiendly tics and these ties have been getting stronger
with every passing day due to commonality ol'cconomic and geopolitical interests. yet, there
remained some strains due to cmcrgcnce ol'[j'l'lM in china, 'frA in Afghanistan and rrp in
Pakistan' Further, the geopolitical intcrest of India and America also made china to take very
precise and calculated measures while kccping goocl rclationships with pakistan. china need to

'' cl'rN' (2001' octob er 13). pakistan.reax/.lletrieved Decembcr 2g,2014,fiom http://edition.cnn.com:http://edition.cnn.com/ASIANOWsouth De I Oi l' t t pakisran.reaxl
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avoid any confrontation with USA and India

regional changes along with internal changcs

retract their relationships in a balanced way by

and neighbors.

to keep pace of its high economic growth. The
in politics are making all countries of region to
avoiding any confrontations with regional powers

The continuity of chinese socjalists' regimc, lnclian dcmocracy and pakistani commitment
towards peace in region made a new trend in geopolitical approach of many powers in the
region' This is fact that Pakistan and china enjoy top lever political harmony in many ways but
china also is trying to normalize its rclations ,uvith lndia as India holds potential of a great market
for Chinese.

china and Pakistan, botlt are situatcd in thc rcgion whcrc thcrc is focus of many global powers
for their long term intercsts and it has vcry crirical geographical importancc due to its
ncighborhood of Arabian Gull' ccntral Asia and liast Asia along with its character of world,s
densely populated region consisting ol'almosl thrcc billion people which create largest consumer
market in the rvorld. Stability ol'rcgion is in grcatcr interests of pakistan and China,s political
interests in the region and far beyond to Gurll' Statcs. ccntral Asia and East Asia. Likewise,
Russia also has its orvn geopolitical intcrcsts in this rcgion. 'l'hc political game in the region and
within countries individually is between all idcological lbctions of political culture. For example,
in India' Hindu extremists under Bhartiya Janta Party, Secular under congress, Socialists under
communist Party of India and Nationalists rrndcr rcgional political parties are struggling for
power and propagating decisivc timc has comc.

In Afghanistan, Indepenclent Party lccl by Ashral'Ghani ancl National Coalition of Afghanistan
ltd by Abdullah, Abdullah havc their agcncla o1' moclernizing Afghanistan in a mix of
Islamization atd democracy contrary to 'l'aliban which want to bring traditional Caliphate and
Sharia' In Bangladesh, Nepal and Maldivcs samc typc of clivision is visible between right, lefts
and center political parties with many voiccs ol. traditional rules.

In Pakistan, there is strong power struggle and same type of loud slogans can be heard as in India
about decisive rvin, yet with more confusion and political implications which created due to
Afghanistan war and regional terrorism is loss of iclentity by these political parties. we can see
central pa(ies swinging between left and right; lcltists are leaning toward center and in some
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cases towards right and rightists arc agreeing to lell political philosophies in sonre cases. For

example in recent times, opposition leader of Pakistan People's Party which rvas considered as

anti-army and pro people party holding leftists colors in its ranks stated that, his heart is bleeding

but he is forced to support proposal lbr military courts in country to punish terrorists. This shorvs

that political parties are confused with new siruation and leaders are not able to keep their
ideological versions as tight as it was quality of politics in 20th century.

Similarly, we see China trying to develop goocl rclations with India, further more China agreed

to work on Gawadar porl, coastal highway and parts ol'highway from Gawadar to Central Asia

along with American, British and other companics working on same project in different areas of
high rvay rvhich rvill join the Ccntral Asian slatcs to warm waters of Indian Ocean. political

scenarios of region are changing in a way that political parties of region have to adopt new

adjusted versions of their politics ancl sanlc is rcllecting tiom the gestures of regional

go\/crnmcnts including China and l)akistan.

Ongoing war crisis in Afghanistan and conllict situnrion in l,akistan is one of the major reasons

behind many political shifts in political parlics ol'thc rcgion and regional governments. Even, the

regional countries are pushed to kecp good rclations with both China and USA, instead of relying
on the relations with any of thcsc two big po\\'crs. l)akistan herself is adopting same political
strategy in its foreign relations with both powcrs. Iloth powers have their vested interest in
regional stability, counter terrorism, controlling cxtrcmism and supporting regional govemments

based on future prospects. Ileijing trying to hold morc control of relationship between herself

and Pakistan and also rvaiting to play its stratcgic rolc in Afghanistan in the moments .head

which woulC also affect Pakistan. I'lxpanding rolc of tiSA is major concern for China and to
counter it, she has to establish good ties with India, lor this, both of the countries, USA and

China can use bargain for permanent Sccurity Council seat while Russia already is a big
supporter of India for the same.

This future change in UN can changc geopolitical outlook ol'the region and pakistan can go

under pressure on many fronts. (Small, 20rc)52 'l'hc stability of Afghanistan will also bring
positive results for China in stability and securily in Xinjiang and this is why China is supportive

52 Small, A. (2010)' China's Caution on Afghanistan and Pakista n. 'l'he Wushington euarterly , pg0-g3.
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or at least not opposing USA's policies in Afghanistan rvith loud voice. Establishment of a new
state as East Turkestan in Xinjiang will be a political failurc for socialist China. Further, it will
also be a pelrnanent threat for Pakistan in which this stale along with another same type of state,
if any, in Afghanistan rvill be a disastcr for Pakistan. I)ue to its nuclear sensitivity, there can be
attempt'on its nuclear installations by any ol- such groups or states which feel strong enough to
achieve such goal for accruing nuclcar matcrial or arms.

There was a time when Chinese supported Alghan jihad to curtail Soviet advancement in South
wards but after fall of Soviet lJnion, China cann()l al]ord another superpower in the region
having greater control while avoicling any military involvcment against USA, they want to make
sure that they also play a due rolc in thc rcgion. l)akistan also cannot afford direct relations of

';

China rvith India and USA, as that woulcl makc it vurlncrable for any new geostrategic game in
absence of backing from Chiner to kcep irs ll'dcration intact. on the other hand, USA-China
relationships also grow rvith ncw mcasurcs r>l'conllcicncc building. Iror example, USA,s FBI53

opened its strategic cooperation olficc in China and Obama administration improved its ties with
Chinese govemment especially, based on coulllor tcrrorism strategy.

'fo improve such relations taking Alghanistan ancl Pakistan as center of strategy, Richard
Flolbrooke visited China in March 2009 anct latcr Chincsc dclegate went to attend the U.S. -
China Strategic and Economic Dialogue (Sltl)) in washingron in July 2009, featuring Security in
Afghanistan and Pakistan. China's two major conccrns rclatcd to Afghanistan is based on USA,s
"encircling China strategy" and insr-rrgcncy in its Xinjiang arca. China is exerting pressure on
Pakistan to take productive and long tcrm actions against training camps and insurgents which
are creating problems for Chinese sccurity. China on the other hand, completely supports
Pakistani version for dialogue and inclusion ol"l'aliban in Afghanistan's long term and peaceful

solution.

As Chinese government is totally aclverse to idea ol'self-cletermination inside country ancl takes

hard measures to control such movements, it has done same in case of East Turkestan or
Xinjiang area. In the satne rvay, shc has somc lbars thar morc vocal support to Kashmir self-
determination struggle can lcad to serious impacts and consequences for her in areas like

53 Federal Investigation Bureau USA is homeland sccurity Agency in LiSA
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Xinjiang, Tibet and Taiwan. 'fhis is reason rhat China rnostly rejects the idea of third party
intervention in issue of Kashmir betwcen India and Pakistan. In recent years, China has increased
her economic relations rvith India. she also increased her investment in India from under one
billion dollars in2002 to 100 billion dollars in 2013. (Mifune, 2010)

3.3 Economic Relations

It is criticizedby some analysis that Sino-Pakislan rclationships never remain smooth and stable
but been fundamentally asymmetrical. According to thcse analysts, pakistan wants more from its
ties with China than it can get responsc tiom China. llarsh V Pzurt is of the view that in time of
Pakistan's glitches which arc huge and shc scck morc hclp from China; and she (China) is
involving with Pakistan carelully. 'l'herc is saying rhat in international relations, there is no
permanent friend and no permancnt cnomy. In past tcn ycar's trade between China and India has
risen from $l.3bn to $40bn and will rcach to $70bn in couplc olyearssa. This shows that China,s
changing economic interests and hcr cluest rbr biggcr markcts.

As per tradition, Pakistan's currclll ])rimc N4inistcr Nawaz Sharif made his maiden visit to
Reijing and signed many ncw cconomic ancl lradc agrccments. Chinese president was to visit
Pakistan at ftc cnd of 2014 bclbrc his visit to India. Ilowevcr, due to security and political
situation, it was postponed to any latcr clatc. 'l'hus. China trying to show Indians good gesture
and trend to satisfy her for good economic gains. 'l'hough, Chinese president stated during
Pakistani premier's visit that Pakistan is old and trusted liiend and China has priority for
strengthening strategic cooperation with pakistan.

Pakistan and China have a long history ol' cc<lnomic coopcration and agreements. pakistan

expotts Marble, Cotton, fruits and prccious stoncs. Chincsc company has recently signed
agreement for investing $50bn in Punjab in coming l0 years. China has signed Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) rvith Pakistan and Pakistan is lbu(h biggest trade partner of China. pakistan

has advantage in relationship with China as it gains $6.8bn compared to China,s gain of
$5'5bn.55 (Butt, 20aT Chinese company has takcn ovcr (iawadar port, further in many projects;
Chinese. companics are working cvcn in situation rvhere they are being targeted as in

" There is rapid grorvth of tracrc bctrvccn India and china sincc 2002." Trade behveen Pakistan and China alTer 2002 has comparativc lo,,v growtlr compare to trade between India andchina, which increased fiom 74$ million in 2002ro 70$ bilrion in 2012.
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Baluchistan' Further, optic fiber cable link with china is also in pipeline worth of $40mn which
will improve Pakistan's link to worlcl via internet. Pakistani government has a strong lobbying in
china but norv slowly Indian arc taking aclvantagcs ancl successftllly attracting chinese
investment and bilateral tracle. Since chinese havc esrablished special Economic Zone i'
Guangdong and Fujian Provinces to altract lorcign technology companies. Indian firms rvere also
kcen to start business there ancl looking fbr lurure potential of chinese rnarket like uSA ancl
Wcst.

Pakistan failed to shift its forcign policy bascd on pr.rrs cconomic gains while china has put
economic gains over other major intcrcst ol'irs lbrcign policy. chinese have more concerns
about gror'r'ing unrest in Pakisran and in sitLration w,hcrc morc Chinese companies are being
targeted in KPK56 and Baluchistan. Pakistani govcrnmcnt is blamed by experts for its lazy
attitude on econonlic interests as shc lailcd to rcarrangc its lorcign policy over insecurity and
stretching its slrategic interests to cconomic intcrcst as primc policy guidelines. china is taking
major share of iuvestment burden lbr (iawadar cconomic corridor as it will contribute more in
$l8bn'57 This development alone can begin ncw agc ol'cconomic gains for pakistan along rvith
Chinese interest in Gold and othcr mincral c.rtraction in llaluchistan province, stones t, *t*,
agriculture in Punjab and coal energy in Sindh provincc.

rr Among experts in Pakistan, there is continuous l'car ol' luture loss ol Cliinese interest can be
mismanaged due to Pakistan's ovcr look lor stralegic intcrests than economic like Karakoram
Highway, Gwadar Deep Sea Port, Chashma Nuclcar Power plant, Indus Highway, Thar Coal
Development, saindak Metal (coppcr/Gold) I'}rojcct, Pakislan cycle & Industrial Cooperative,
Saigols Qingqi Motors Ltd, Zhongxing 'l'clccorn (l'}vt) Ltd, pak Metal Foundry in Noori abad,
Sehala Chemical Complex, Pak Glass Ltcl. (llass Industry, Saif Nadeem Ltd, Haier Home
Appliances and other projecrs, (Jalar l{iaz Katari a,2Ol4)58

Though, Pakistan and China signed a priv'ilcgccj traclc agrecment in 2003, which later was
converted into a Free Trade Agrcement (F]'A) in 2006 ancl initially trade between two countries
got a rise up to $15 billion in 2011 and fuilher it increased in coming years but China also has
%

'u Khyber Pakhtun-khawah is new narnc lor North western lfronticr Province (NwFp) in pakistan.

;9!t"t is taking responsibilify for major share of this Ijcononric Corridor construction.As mentloned by Jalar Riaz Kataria, A. N. (2014, l)ccenrbcr 20). I'akistan-china Social and Economic Relations ./ l?esearch Journal o/South Asicut Stutlies, pp. 395_4 10.
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increased her volume of investmenl in many othcr countries including India. It was estimated
that the bilateral trade was estimated to hir $ l5 billion by 2011, the overall trade.actually did fall
short of the mark at around $ r2.4 billion as or'20r3. (Khan A. u., 2013)

In Energy sector, both countries are increasing rclations and China is looking forward for more
investment in Pakistan over coming tcn ycars and also havc shown her interest in development of
all areas on the side of Pakistan-china cconornic corriclor which is being constructed rapidly.
(Khan A. [J., 2013)

3.4 Stratcgic an<I Military ltelations

China is world's largest activc milirary lorcc with strcngth ol-2.3 millio, active troops, Similarly,
this military spends a hr-rge budget ol'tJS$129.2 billion. china also helped pakistan in the
development of her military strcngl.h. (ioing into.joinr vcntures like JF-Thunder (Fl7) and many
fanks both countries have improvcd milirary coopcrati<ln ovcr the years. (Iqbal M. G., 2014)

Since 2003' instability in Pakistan has put morc inrporlancc on the military and strategic relation
of Pakistan with her neighbors espccially with Alghanistan, India and China. The domestic
strains on security have pushed Pakistan in situation wherc she was failing to achieve sufficient
support from USA and China to cttpc tcrrorism. 'l'his was rcason that Pakistan took almost years
to launch a dccisive war against tcrrorists in thcir hidcouts. China on the other hand, taking the
account and its impacts within hcr own borclcrs is backing this military operation. USA is also
other power which is happy with such opcration. I)akistan in all past government eras sought
good support from China for development ol'its arnrs ancl strategic strength. China had beep top
supporter of Pakistan's military capacity building.

In 2008, Pakistan and China signed a lanrlmark military cooperation pact. Stephen Cohen once
stated this relationship between Pakistan anil (lhina is as strong as between USA and Israel.
(Curtis, 2009)5e These relalions a<icJcd valuablc sr"rpporl fbr pakistan in 1990s when China
provided her with small range ballistic missilcs M-ll. Later, JF-17 Thunder aircraft, JF-17
production facility installations,l;-22P lrigatcs ancl hclicopters, T-85 Tanks, Kg-Trainer planes,

5e curtis, L' (2009)' chinas military and security relationship with pakistan . T'he Hertitage Founclation., p34-36.
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F7-aircraft and much of small anns were

supported Pakistan in enhancing its missile

supplied by China to pakistan. Furthcr, China also

technology . (I; azl-e-Haider, 20 I 3)60

China also supported Pakistan in establishment of nuclcar technology for electricity generation
like at chashma power station. china will gct its oil supply from Gulf States through deep port
of Gawadar and will also get other supplies through this road which will link China to.Gawadar.
This will give China a boost in its strategic position callcd China-pakistan Economic Corridor
(cPEC).

Ihe major strain in relations came when thc liast 'l'urkcstan Islamic Movement showed its active
presence in China and created unrest and conllict in China's Xinjiang province. While, the
training bases of ETIM rvere linkcd to wazirisran arca ol' I;ATA in pakistan. This area directly
comes under the control of Iredcral govcrnmcnl. thus, thc conccrns raised by China were more
serious' Pakistan banned El'lM in 2013 ancl clcclarcd it tcrrorist organization. Many successful
attacks were launchcd against training camps ol' I:'l'lM inside pakistani borders near China
border, in Waziristan areas. []ven in thc Past. Pakistani lirrces killed ETIM founder (2003) and
China captured his deputy with infbrmation sharcd by Pakistan. Recently, pakistan army
launched more aggressive operation againsl thcsc tcrrorists hideouts, operation named as,,,Zarb-
e-Azb". Though, the primary target ol'this operalion is 'I'ehrik-i-Taliban pakistan (TTp) but it,s
also wiping out training camps and support basc lbr I1l'lM. But, the support which these
terrorists are getting within Pakistan is o{- grcatcr conccrn for China. (MacDonald, 2015) 6l

Chinese see this as a greater threat fbr thcir sccurity, if not managed rvell by pakistani

government.

On the other hand, China also cascd its rclarions with Inclia and was able to take some steps
which are of more concern fbr Pakistan. l,ikc, Chinesc ancl Indian forces conducted couple of
joint military exercises to combat terrorism in 2008 and 2013. China refused to veto a resolution
against Jammat-e-Dawah when Pakistan rcclucsted so. Further, China is also looking forward to

@ Fazle-Haider, S. (20l3,November 25). pakisran-and-chinu-prove-powerful-combination-in-qviation.Retrieved
September 28,2014, from http://www.thenation al.ae: l"itp://www.rhe nationil.aelbusiness/industry-
insights/aviation/pakistan-and-china-prove-powerful-cornb ination-in-aviation
"'MacDonald, M' (2015-, F1bryav 3). nothing-cctme:;-without-conclitions-chinas-relqtionship-with-pakistan/2/.
Retrieved February 07,2015, from http://warontherocks.corn; hrtp://warontherocks. corntzoistoz/nothing-comes-
without-conditions-chinas-relationship-with-pakistan/2 I
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sell nuclear technology to India. During his recenr visit to India, US president Barak obama give
positive signals towards India to support her in long standing demand for becoming permanent
member of Security Council in United Nations. It can put Kashmir issue dead for future and can
bring disaster for Pakistan in its regional position. It will also impact on Baluchistan and
auxiliary can create other strategic ancl securily issucs lirr pakistan.

3.5 USA and Regional powers

As Pakistan has conflict with India. similarly china has her conflict with India over border
demarcaliotr and areas like Sikkim and 'l'ibct. china acccptccl Indian right over some border area
in Siktim in recent times' Both countrics also startcd tracle, though Lhasa route which rvas closed
aftcr 1962 war betrveen two statcs. (Macl)onald.2015162 Now, both countries are trying to set
disputed border issucs ovcr McMahon I.inc and othcr borders on side and looking towards new
conlidence building measul'cs likc lndian l)rimc Ministcrs and Chinese high lcvel leadership
visited each other countries in rccent ycars. china is proposing India her support in building high
speed railway network in India. With thcsc rcce-nt dcvclopments in last decade, there is existence
of strange quadrilateral relationship bctwcen India-LJSA-pakistan and China.

All four countries are trying to builcl gooci rclations with cach olher. At the sarne time, all states
have serious reservations relatccl 10 slratcgic policics and intcrnational politics of other country.
India and Pakistan at center arc gctting al.tcntion ol' both bigger powers and initially, India
remained more successful in attracting a largc sum ol'lbrcign investment from USA and China.
while, Pakistan is still struggling to get thc sr.rpporr shc rccluircd from both big powers who are
in a cold proxy with each other. Yct, thcy arc coopcrating with each other over war on terrorism.
The close relations between India and IJSA callcd lbr china's concern and she adopted a counter
policy of easing its relations with India and start new Confidence building measures.

China supports Pakistan over Kashmir issuc along with other issues and also supports some of
Indian version over terrorism. similarly, IJSA supports Pakistan over Kashmir issue but like
China is on the Indian side on issue of cross border tcrrorism and supporting Kashmiri freedom
fighters' India herself is preparing for greatcr rolc in thc world and regional politics to compete
r'vith China and USA. At the same timc, shc wants good cconomic advantages from her relations

u2Ibid, ppTg-g4
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with USA and China as potential markets.

economic developments as tuture rivalry,

have supported India on many fronts.

Iloth IJSA and China also look to Indian rnilitary and

but to countcr each other,s influence in last decade,

Though, China looks most of its strategic intcrcst in South Asian linked with pakistan which is
one of the major reasons for her bad relations with Indid in the past. on the other hand, USA
Iooks same for India in region, but based on her counter China strategy. USA also investing in
Pakistan through her USAID program ancl is onc of major partners in military capacity building
of country' USA's presence in South Asia is conlinlrou5 concern for China, yet China herself
provided support to the USA lcd Alghanistan rcsistancc against Soviets and later, helped USA in
war against Taliban' FBI establishecJ a ccntcr in China to work jointly against terrorist groups in
the region.

It is interesting to note that Pakistan's rclationship strains with both China and USA are based on
one issue of tcrrorism and terrorist groups. In abscnce ol'this issue, pakistan can gain more from
both countries as she did in 1960s and 19tl0s.'l'his cornplcx quadrilateral relationship in which
each state have serious concern with cach othcr and also trying to establish wider relations with
every country, except a lowcr lcvel relationship bctrvcen China-USA and India-pakistan.
(Merrington L., 2012)63 But, this low lcvcl rclationship is also having a second thinking for
better relations to seek more economic aclvantages. onc of the major attractions for USA in
China and India is their population bascd markct por.cntial fbr American goods and foreign
investments. China also looks both India and tjSA with same glasses of potential for major
economic gains in the future' Pakistan, on thc othcr hand, provides India with same economic
advantages of stretched market lbr its goods but shc is good strategic and reliable ally for USA
and China in the region.

Thus, for USA, China and India arc cconomically important and pakistan is strategically
impoflant' For China, USA and India arc cconomically imporlant but pakistan is ,trut.gl.utty
important with provision of comiclors to Inclian sca. In casc of India, USA is of strategically more
important to counter Chinese hegcmony in rcgion, whilc Pakistan and China are of economic
importance. On similar bases for Pakistan, [JSA, China and India all are of economic importance

63 
Merrington , L. (2012, April 23). Ideas from rndia. the riusr Asiu l:orum euarterly , pp. 67-75.
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along with China and USA both is strategically important allies to counter Indian power in the

region. (Butt, 20AT64 This situation is creating a stress for Pakistan due to its struggle against

militants and tenorists as she is losing confidence of both major po*ers. While, India is gaini,g
more advantage from this situation and LJSA presence in region which along rvith USA is
pushing Chinl to establish new and wider relations with India to stop her becoming'a strong

strategic ally of USA. This complex situation lbr all four states is giving a nerve breaking

exercise to diplomats of all four countries who always have to be careful in maintaining good

relationships with each of state in this oblong relationship.

}

v
s lbid, ppTB-82
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COUNTERING STRATEGIES AND POLICIES

lr

L.



4 Countering Strategies and Policies

4.1 All Weather Friends

There is some debate about the sfugans popular in Pakistan more than in China about "most

trusted friend, sweeter than honey, deeptir than Indian oceans, high than Himalayas" and even

"all weather friends". When analysts and leaders use such slogans to please people, the question

arises among academia that "is this true in the wake of changing global scenarios and changing

regional relations among states?" The queStion comes whether these slogans are really based on

solid evi,J6nccs aitd reality or are mere political slogans used by-leaders for sakb of speech'

Pakistan formally recognized People's Republic of China on 04 January 1950 and later formal

diplomatic relations were established on 21 May 1951. (Mahmood, lg6T6s Both countries had

nonhal and neighborhood relations until. 1962 when India and China had border cOnflict which

made China to establish more strategic relations with Pakistan due to her,strategically important

position. After that, both countries enjoyed as ideal relatio.ns in world of foreign relations that

second close example of such relations'ii given of US-lsrael relations in diplomacy. bnly it was

after 1999-2000, when both countries find some difficulties in decades as China saw emergence

of ETIM which was creating security issues in Xinjiang afea, though its terrorist actions and

ETIM got roots, training camps and strategic support from Taliban in Afghanistan and

Waziristan area more after they fot equal support in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan mostly due to

exile leadership in the areas. Pakistan is big'gest arms buyer from China which is almost 47% of

all Chinese arms exports and China is second largest trade partner of Pakistari.

Once Z.A. Bhutto said, "l would like to make it clear beyond all doubt that we have friendly

relations with the People's Republic of China and that nothing will be permitted iri any way to

endanger those relations. Our relations with China are an independent factor in our foreign

policy and not contingent on any other. In the b6st interests of Pakistan, we shall maintain the

spirit of goodwill, friendship and cordiality with the great People's Republic of China. I declare

that our friendship with China is not tainted by any form of bargain or barter. It is steadfast amity

65Mahmood, D. S..(1967). lnternotional Affairs. Lahore: Ferozsons. pp 6-12
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between two neighboring Asian States".66 Whilc, Prcsident Hu Jintao Stated in his address in

2006 state visit in Islamabad that, "Pakistan was one o1'the first countries to recognize New

China. Ever since our diplomatic relations began in 1951, we have enjoyed mutual

understanding, respect, trust and support and our liicndship and cooperation have flourished. We

are truly good neighbors, close friends, trusied partners and dear brothers". (Bhutto, 2015)67

According to Swaran Singh (2007), "Both cou.ntrics devcloping mutual relations since decades

and the level of their cooperation are incrcasing with time. Their cooperation covers all

departments i.e. energy, economy, tradc. military. inliastructure and industry. This also keeps

India and USA on toe in the rcgion as both clon't want to see increase of such relationship

between Pakistan and China to a ccrtain limit u'hcrc thcir or,vn interests are on risk."

4.2 Partners for Progress and Dcvelopmcnt

'l'he events of terrorism and usc ol- Pakistan's soil tbr training and strategic purposes by the

terrorists to attack China lead to somc irritants in thc rclationships of both friendly states. China

had to look to other options in thc rcgion to sccurc its stratcgic position like conduction of anti-

terrorism exercise with lndian Army but both countries are trying their level best to keep the

exemplary relationship move ahead beyoncl this wavc ol'tcrrorism. China-Pakistan in last decade

have developed more trade and business with various activities which are providing more room

and scope for strengthening ties bctwecn thc two statcs.68 Both countries signed a Free Trade

Agreement (FTA) which marks the improvemenl o1'rclationships between two states in 2006.

Many Chinese companies have invcsted in Pakistan in telccommunication, energy, infrastructure

and arms. Further, Chinese interest in dcvclopmcnt of Gawadar port is one of major event in

Pakistan's development and for futurc sustainability. Chinesc goverrlment also encourages her

companies to invest in Pakistan on priority bascs. I)akistan government also gives preference to

Chinesc companies. In the time ol'global rcccssion, it was Chinese support which saved Pakistan

from an economic recession. Whcn major world economies like US and UK were hit by this

66 Bhufto, Z. A.Address to Nationul ilssentbly on Sino-lncliun (.'onflict . Rctricved February 02, 2015, from
www.bhutto.org: http ://wrvw. bhutto. org/ I 9 57 - I 9 6 5 spccc h I 4. php
6'tbid, ppl68-176
u8 Iqbal, S. (2013, July 2l). http://www.cluwn.com/nevvs/103080 1.I(elrieved December 23,2014,from
hnp ://www.dawn.com: http://www.dawn.com/news/ I 03080 I
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crises but Pakistan survived with better growth rate in time of recession and war on its borders

and terrorism in her streets.

Pakistan got opportunity to increase its exports to China with $3.05bn in 2013 compared to

$0.43bn in 2000. China is now ]aryes1e5port market for Pakistan with export of Cotton products,

lr
increased Chinese products supply from $0.62bn in 2000 to $7.25bn in 2013. Thus, both

countries are enjoying growth in trade relations. (Complexity ,2012) 
6e

i 6e Complexity,T.O.(z}lz,March 2l). export/chn/show/alt/20t2/.Retrieved December 15,2014, from
hup://atlas.media.mit.edu: http://atlas.media.mit.edu/explore/trec _map/hs/export/chn/pat</sh awl2012/

)
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Graph: 4.1 Pakistan l:xports to China 2012 Source: (Complexity, 2012)

Graph 4.2: Chinese Exports to Pakistan 2012 Source: (Complexity, 2012)
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These graphs clearly indicate that Pakistan as markct and as Exporter in both ways is good

partner for China and same is about China duc to its potential. Pakistan due to its economic

situation and especially due to current crises since 2008-09 is unable to meet the potential needs

of Chinese markets. China is investing in thc growth of Pakistani economy with in Provincial

areas of Pakistan on priority basis for each provincc ncccJs and capacity, and healthy sign which

is good for Pakistan's futurc economic growth. (llutl, 200T70

Pakistan government has welcomcd Chinesc busincssmcn in Pakistan to establish business

,.projects. Frtrlher, many Chinesc companics arc cxploring'Pakistan potential in rnfrastructure,

education, health, automobile, engineering ancl tclccommunication projects. Pakistan's decision

to hand over the management of its dccp watcrs port in Gwadar to a Chinese company is one of

good example to light the good rclationships bctwccn two states as port is strategically very

important for both countries. Giving acccss to Chincse, through this port linking via railway and

road will open new opportr,rnitics, not only lbr China and Pakistan but for the countries of

Central Asia and Afghanistan also. lloth sidcs havc incrcased economic relation in recent time to

the highest level and China incrcased hcr invcstmcnt to US$15 billion per year and it will

gradually increase to US$20 billion dollars.

4.3 Rclationship Milestones since 2001

As Pakistan and China are strategic and cconomic partncrs since 1950s and these relationships

get stronger after Sino-India War in 1962. Pakistan was ablc to develop more close relationships

with China with the passage of timc. lt reachcd to thc ncw heights when China gave Pakistan

strategic and technical support lbr the dcvclopment ol'nuclear and missile program. After the

start of America's War on terror and her choicc lbr going into Afghanistan, Pakistan made some

decisions which initially made China to become more careful in her dealing with Pakistan.

Chinese goverrrment did not appreciatcd Pakistan's decision lor joining War on terror. Further,

Pakistan also handed over her air bases to I.JS military which created an alarm with in Chinese

security circles. This cooperation liom Pakistan with [JS government and military made China to

look for other options in the region. After 2002, China started development of normal relations

with India and in next ten years both countries not only raised their economic relationship to new

levels but also held many joint military cxcrciscs. Pakistan's successive governments were also

'o Ibid, zg-33
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aware with the changing situation and they responded with new efforts to reverse the impact of

growing China-lndia relations. Pakistan was successful in development of new terms with China

and both countries reassured commitments. 'l'hough later attacks on Chinese Engineers and

workers spoiled the relations but both governments wcre able to handle the situation with greater

m'utual cooperation.

Strategic Cooperation

China provided strategic and military support to Pakistan since 1965 when Pakistan needed

Chinese support in her war against lndia. I)uc to war in tcrror which was being fought in region

with the involvement of US and NA'I'O, it bccamc (lhinese interest to help Pakistan more in

strengthening her army and fire capacity. Iloth countrics developed a good strategic and military

relationship and this relationship lcd to many milcstoncs in advancement of military technology

for both nations. Both exchangcd rnilitary cxpcrtisc and other scientific developments. When

NATO attacked Pakistani basc on Novembcr 27 .2Ol l. China supported Pakistan on her stance.Tl

Similarly, in 2003, Pakistani fbrccs conduct a succcsslul operation to kill Hasan Mahsum who

was linked to Al-Qaeda and was head of l:ast 'l'urkcstan Islamic Movement. This was a major

relief for Chinese in their Xinjiang province. ln ongoing operation Zarb-e-Azb, Pakistani forces

killed many ETIM terrorists according to ISPR press release. (Tiezzi, 201q72 The major and

only big point of strain which failed to shakc thc long tcrm friendly relationship between China

and Pakistan directly is related to the activitics ol-l:'l'lM. but recent developments in 2014have

covered many irritants successfully and things arc moving lbrward to normal situation.

Since z[Ol,Pakistan and China havc dcvclopcd many joint arms building projects which led to

the improvement of Pakistan's military capacity. Somc of thcse projects are Al-khalid Tank, JF

17 thunder which can carry nuclcar arms, l;-221'} liigatc for Pakistan Navy, PNS Azmat fast

attack vehicle and building of Karachi shipyard and building works. (MacDonald, 2015)73

Similarly, investments in telecommunication in Pakistan by Chinese companies like Huawei,

ZTE and China mobiles with almost $298mn in 2014 arc of strategic importance for Pakistan.

" This event leads to deaths of Pakistani soldiers and ultimately strained Pak-US relations in coming years.
72 Tiezzi, S. (2014, December 18). after-peshuwar-school-uttack-china-pledges-deeper-anti-terror-co-op-with-
pakistan/. Retrieved January 17 ,20l5,lrom http:/ithediplomat.com: http://thediplomat.com/20l4ll2lafter-peshawar-
school-attack-china-pledges-deeper-ant i -tcrror-co-op-w ith -pak ista n/

" rbid, p234
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This strategic partnership is on growth and will

and development of relations with India. (Curtis'

no1 get much affected by China's understanding

zooqD14

pakistan-China cooperation in countering terrorism can be, from Pakistani perspective, beneficial

and more productive in a number of ways. Pakistan-China relations are free from any friction

and there is complete trust between the two states. 'I'he Chinese involvement in Pakistan's

counter-terrorism strategy, therefore, would not invoke the kind of su'spicion and resentment that

has been in the case of Pakistan-US cooperation against terrorism.

1" '- ",
4.4 Infrasiructures and Technological Alliancc

pakistan and China are not' only two ncigl-rhor slatcs but both are exploring business

opportunities and supporting each othcr 'to aclvancc bcyond 21st century. Pakistan is offering

china with strategic location of its tsrrit0ry 1o bc sharccl lirr strategic benefits like chinese were

given control over Gawadar sea port and its dcvclopmcnt which will open a gigantic economic

opportunity not only for Pakistan and China but also lor CARs, Afghanistan and the whole

region. China has invested through China Ovcrsbas l'ort Ilolding Company (COPHC) in

Gawadar port which will be second dcep waters port in Pakistan. Its completion consist upon two

phases, one already completed in 2006 with the cost of'$248mn and second ongoing phase wiil

cost $932mn after completion it will givc morc opportunity for trade in region and beyond the

South Asia.Ts

Further, this China-Pakistan project opcnccl ncw doors lbr ncw investments from China which

were called .,GWADAR-KARAKOITAM-KASIIGAI{ Economic corridor" including

construction of a railroad and motorway which will join China with Gawadar and thus will give

Chinese companies advantage ol'thor,rsands kilomctcrs shipping costs over goods supply to Gulf,

Africa and Beyond to Europe, US, Canada and i,atin America. Chinese'companies already

invested in Pakistan's energy, infrastructurc dcvolopmcnt like Coal power:plants, small hydro

power plants in KPK and in northern areas of Pakistan, mineral and precious stones projects in

first decade of 21st century.

'o rbid,p236
" rbid, p238
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CONCLUSION



Conclusion

This study clearly indicates and concludes that therc is one major issue which brought initants in

the relationship of the two states.'fhis irritant is tcrrorism and bases of ETIM inside Pakistan's

tribal areas especially in South and North Waziristan. Likewise, Pakistan also failed to take

greater advantage of Chinese groMh as her close lriend as it was seen with India which after

2000 successfully attracted Chinesc invcstors to invsst 70 to 100 times more till 2014 than the

situation in 2000 for India and China. Pakistan govcrnmcnt and military over the time realized

the issue and responded well by contribr"rting to eradication of militant training camps in one of

world's most difficult terrains and war zoncs. liurthcrmore, both countries started new

confidence building measures in cconomic and political scctors which in long term will bring

fruits for both countries in form ol'growth and dcvclopmcnl. Chinese involvement in building of

Gawadar port and Motorway from Gau,adar to Kashghar will add more to this relationship and

will be beneficial for both the cor.rntries in lirturc. It rvill also lead to Pakistan's important

strategic and economic position in Ccntral and South Asia.

Arms developments rvith help of China have madc Pakistan capable to start its early arms

exports to many countries.T6 It was tbr somc timc when both countries faced a situation in which

China wanted more from Pakistan with in hcr borders but on the other hand, both states have

same version about solution of Afghanistan issuc and both are trying to resolve this issue as soon

as possible to bring peace in Alghanistan, adding 'l'aliban to be part of political process in the

country to end bloodshed ol'four decaclcs. which not only affected the region but all the world

and even fundamental human valucs of liccclom and liberty. With sustained peace and end of

terrorist sanctuaries in Afghanistan, therc will bc groatcr possibility for Pakistan and China to

resolve these initants in better ways which arc on thc way of resolution since start of major

military operation in Waziristan by Pakistan Army.

pakistan's Army Chief General l{ahecl Sharil- visited USA, UK, UAE, Saudi Arab and China to

resolve conflict in Afghanistan which is also alfccting life inside Pakistani. Resolution of this

issue will open new doors of relationship and dcvclopmcnt for Pakistan and China with many

joint ventures. Pakistan can get more benehts from thc growth and experience of China and also

'u Ibid
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can help China to play its role in global politics by bridging gulf between Muslim world and

China as Pakistan did in case of US-China relation in early-1970s. Pakistani diplomacy produced

positive results and US-China restored their diplomatic relations.

There is very clear evidence for this research that wave of terrorism, extremism.and separatism

which surfaced in the region after US attack on Afghanistan has brought some irritants in the

relations of two friendly states but these irritants were neither deep rooted, nor sustainable. Both

countries successfully positioned in a way which delused the situation with many positive

developments by canying focus on cccnomi.^ and othcr conl'rdence building measures. There

was for sure a phase of troublesome rclations duc to confusion in strategy adopted by both

countries as China was afraid of tiS presencc and whispcrs of "cncircling China strategy" of US,

while Pakistan rvas providing its military bascs to US. Latcr on. Pakistan cleared its position by

ensuring China that some of thcsc bases rvcrc handcd ovcr by UAE as per the lease agreements

betrveen Pakistan and UAE govcrnments.

Pakistan assured China that shc has cclual conccrn about her strategic interests in the region.

There was slight decline in strategic rclations bctwccn 1wo states, but economic terms remained

on growth and similar wcre the political and social tcrms bctween China and Pakistan in the first

decade of 21st century. (Rehman, 20n)77'l'hus, or.rr invcstigation confirms the hypothesis raised

for this study hence stands correcl as it states that, "'l'hc phcnomena of terrorism, extremism and

separatism havc put strains on Pakistan-China rclationship after the end of Cold War. Terrorism,

extremism and separatism surfaced as issues of immcdiatc concern and attention for both states.

But due to effective measures undertakcn by both thc countries, the situation was managed and

friendly rclations between the two rcmaincd intact."

If we finally conclude the study by looking into thc rcscarch questions one by one, we can find

the answers as following in coming discussion:-

" Rehman, F. U. (2013). Pak-China Relations: the Shaclorv ol Kurgila unrt 9/l t, (M. L. Shiping Tang, Ed.) Palgrave
Macmillan, Vol4, No 22,2014.
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1. After the end of Cold War, extremism, terrorism and separatism emerged as a

major problem for Pakistan.

The discussion and supported research material bascd on cvidence proved that at the end of the

cold war extremism, terrorism and scparatism cmcrgcd as major problems for Pakistan which not

only affected her directly in form of loss of lives, inliastructure and economy but also brought'

irritants in its relations with all its neighbors cspccially Afghanistan, India and China. For her

relations with China, it was very critical becausc China also serves her as counter balanie against

Indian hegemonic designs. Pakistan cscapcd liom becoming epicenter of terrorists but she

became victim due to its stretchcd bordcrs with Alghanistern and presence of Al-Qaeda and other

foreign fighter in its Tribal Areas. Later on, shc adoptcd a decisive strategy though rvith delay to

root out this problem and has achieved crcdiblc succoss. 'l'his already started recovering the short

term irritants which appeared in hcr rclations rvith (lhina due to terrorists' activities in Xinjiang

area under banner of ETIM.

2. China was especially fearful of spillover elTect of Islamic cxtremism from Pakistan.

Presence of East Turkistan Islamic Movemcnt lrghtcrs in Pakistan's northern and Tribal areas

surely created afear in China about Spillovcr clfcct ol'this extremism for both of the states. But,

Pakistan army's actions against ll'flM chicf and lbunder IIasan Mahsum in 2003 (Jamal,20l0)

and others in later years successfully won Chincsc confidence over Pakistan's strategic

partnership and removed many ambiguitics and irritants. During military operation against

Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, Pakistani security lbrccs claimcd killing of many ETIM militants

which was good news for both liiendly stalcs.

3. The strains caused by the phcnomenon of extremism, terrorism and scparatism on

the relations bctween Pakistan and China.

Both, Pakistan and China have to l-acc somc strains which were created only by one element of

East Turkistan Movement militants. Such irritants thor-rgh did not stay for long, especially when

Pakistan military effectively controlled the intrusion o1'll'flM fighters to China from Pakistan

borders. Furthermore, the successful operations with in Pakistan and China, both confirmed that

most of ETIM activities and training camps arc Kirghizstan and Tajikistan based. This fact
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brought more relief for both friendly states after many successful operations which were

conducted in 2003 and later y.urs." Still , tcrrorist, extremist and separatist activities in Pakistan,

are based in KPK and Baluchistan where many times Chinese companies and their employees

were targeted by separatists and terrorists arc matter ol concern for both states and need more

attention to overcome these issues with joint planning and support.

4. The measures undertook by Pakistan and China to dilute the strains caused by

This study confirms that positive measurc on political, strategic, social and economic levels

taken by Pakistan and China brought succcsslul dilulion in the strains created by irritants of
extremism, terrorism and separatism mostly in Xinliang, llaluchistan and KPK areas of both of
the countries. Both, Xinjiang and llaluchislan pnrvinccs arc facing ongoing weak separatists'

movements since decades. 'l-hoLrgh. thcse scparatist, r.crrorist and extremist activities failed to

make any major blow in the relationships ol- both counlries. Yet, thcse made both states to look

for new friends in the region anil seck othcr mcasurc to balancc the strategic weaknesses. Since

2001, China and Pakistan focused morc ovcr cconornic measure to recover from pains of
terrorists' activities and both were succcsslul in diluting the situation with many positive

measures including military support, economic and political support to each other. There seems

growth and bright future based on good rclationship bctwccn both of the states in the moments

ahead and looks that this relation will grow strongcr ancl dcepcr in the forthcoming times.

In the regional and international conlcxt, Pakislan has bcen able to vigorously assist on anti-

terrorism measures along with world and shc is sharing all intelligence, supporting militarily on

her borders. Pakistan also has signed IJN anti-terrorism conventions and also active member of
UN Counter-terror committce (C'fC). Pakistan also has been active advocate of resolution of
such issues which are fueling terrorism like issucs o{'Kashmir and Palestine. Pakistan also plays

her vital role in UN peace keeping missions which inclicalcs her efforts in global peace. Pakistan

also wants pcaceful solution of Alghanistan issucs with the inclusion of all stakeholders with in

Afghanistan. Pakistan's right stratcgic policy has brought Afghan Taliban on peace negotiation

table and thus after fourteen years of failed policy ol IJSA and Afghanistan government, Taliban

" Ibid, p78-go

76



have come to the negotiating table and china is also part of these negotiations as observer. (Iqbal
R' G', 201l) However, regional and strategic scenario is constantly changing and nerv
developments take place with every passing moment.

Though, in recent years, terrorists lried to subvert Pakislan and china relations which initially
got affected and China turned towards lndia lbr rnost t.rl'hcr foreign investment after 2002 but
later on operations against ETIM in Pakistan-china bordcring areas by pakistan Army have built
confidence betrveen two nations and economic corriclor conslruction will bring a new milestone
in the ongoing cooperation. 'l'his relationship will also bring new peace and cooperation
environment in the region and it can also hclp ccntral Asian states to become part of this
important economic zone which can changc Iuturc ol'rhc w,hole region.

According to chinese Presiclent Xi .linping in his articlc pLrblishcd in pakistani Ner.vspapcr Daily
'rimes, (Jinping,20l5) "China and Pakistan ncccl to align sccurity concerns more closely to
strengthen security cooperation. 'l'hc sccurity intcrcsts ol-china and pakistan are closely related.
Our cooperation in the securily and cconomic ljclds rcinrbrcc each other, and they must be
advanced simultaneously. We nccd to clccpen clcll'nsc cooperation and enhance coordination and
collaboration on regional hotspot issues."
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