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ABSTRACT

This research work comprises an intoduction, three chapters, and a conclusion' The

introduction d.iscusses the history of Christiaairy among the Arabs before the advent of Islam.

It shows that Christianiry penetrated into Arabia by the missionary efforts at the first place. It

is noted that the Byzantine Empire and the Church used to assist these missionaries for

political and economic purposes, despite the ecclesiastical disputations with them. 'I'he

acceprance of Christianiry by the royal families of Byzantium, Abyssinia, and Banir Ghassan

might have impact ro some extent on the artitudes of Arabs towards Chrisrianity, Tradc and

Christian slaves also played a role in the spread of Christianity among the Arabs.

The Syrian Arabs were mostly Monophysite, also called Jacobites; on the other hand,

most of the Mesopotamian Arabs adhered to the Nestorian Church, although the existence of

Mooophysitism cannor be denied there. Since Cbristianity was introduced to south Arabia

from Monophysite Abyssinia and Nestorian Flirah, both kinds of Christianity coexisted there,

although, wirh an upper hand of Monophysitism. Besides these major ecciesiastical trends

some orher Chrisrian denominations also existed in Arabia in the course of history, but rhe

sources provide loo meager information about them to assess their in{luence among the Arabs.

In the firsr chapter, I discussed the Qur'anic concept of the kitab, the threc-fold

typology of the Injil-rel"t.d r".r.r, characteristics of the Injil as mentioned in the Qur'an, and

the Question of Corruption of the previous scriptures.

The Qur'an describes the Injil as a kitEb. The term kitab has been used in the Qur'an

to refer to several ms:ning5. Nevertheless, in spite of the diversity of its usages, the meaning

can easily be identified by the help of context and the occasions of the revelation. One of its

importanr meanings is the previously revealed scriptures especially the Tawrlh and the lnjil.

However, the specific usage of the kitab for the Injil is considerably less than thar of it for the

Tawril or the Qur'an.

The Qur'an characterizes the Ini-rl as gui&nce, light, confirmatioo of the Tawrah that

had come before it, admonition to those who fear Allah and a revelation to the Prophet 'Isa

(pbuh). But it aeither describes what kind of Injil or Anliil existed during the life of the

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in the beginning of the seventh century AD in Arabian Peninsula



nor does it tell about its language.

Many Qur'Inic verses indicate that the People of the Book especially the Jews of

Madinah have been tampering with their scriptures. Majority of such actions may be

interpreted as referring to the distortion of rneaning; rather than of the text, even the tahrif-

based verses seem to refer ro the distortions commined by the Jews during the conversations

and in the commandmen$ of the Tawrih rather than in its text. Perhaps the only clear

reference to the textual falsification is n219.

It should be noted, however, that the cotrtext or the occasions of the revelation of all

the rampering verses clearly indicate that these verses speak about the corruPtion of thc Jews

* regardless of corruprion of text or meaning - not that of the Christians. Perhaps the only

exceptions in rhis regard are 5:13-14 which accuse the Christians along with the Jews of having

forgotten the part of that whereof they were adrnonished. But forgetting icelf is not crystal

clear in re{erring to the textual distortiou, for it can be interpreted either as {orgetting or as

abandoning a part of that whereof they were admonished.

It would be argued that the Tawrih and the Injil should separately be treated in regard

to the disrortion. h is evident by many verses and prophedc traditions that the Tawrah had

been possessed in irs original language by the Jews of the Madinah during the life of the

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) regardless of its being textually intact or not. Moreover, the

Qur'ao and the Jews were prinlipally agreed on that the Tawrah was revealed to the Prophet

Musa (pbuh). Consequently, it is quite reasonable to hold that the Qur'an, while addressing

the Jews of Madrnah, definitely refers to the Tawril possessed by them.

In contrast to rhis, not a single substantial evidence is found to support that the

Qur'dnic Injrl was preserved in its original language in Arabia during the life of the Prophet

Mul,ammad (pbuh); rather historical evidences have proved that the Christiao canonical

scriptures or their Arabic fragments vrere available to the Syrian-Arab Christians in that time.

In addition, the Islamic and the Trinitarian Christian concepts of revelation are quire different.

So it seems to be paradoxical to hold that the Qur'"n characterizes the Injil as a book revealed

to the Prophet 'Ise (pbuh) on one hand, and refers to the Chrisdan scriptures of its era as the

same Iajil, on the other hand.



In the second chaprer, I discussed rhe Injil of srarqah b. Nawfal, prophecies about the

advent of the Prophet Mutrammad (pbuh), the question of corruption of the previous

scriptures, and how and when the Iolil was revealed. It may be noted that although, the t'adith

literarure contains a number of useful references to the Injil which was revealed to the

prophet 'Isi (pbuh), some aspecrs are sdll in &rkness. References to the Injil possessed by

\flaraqah b. Nawfal are found, but informatioo in this regard is both meager and confusing'

Even the knowledge about the personaliry of \(araqah is obscure'

Those lladith traditions, which explain how and when the Iniil was revealed and

inform about the number of previous revealed scriprures help to conceptualize the nature of

the Injil's revelation. However, it should be noted that comparadvely less authentication and

consisrency characterize such traditioas. It appears that the hadlth literature's perception of

rhe Injil is an expansion of that of the Qur'in. It may imply that the original Injil has been

considered, in rhe t'adith literature, as the verbal word of God and not as the historical or

biographical accounr compiled by someone else after the Prophet 'Ise (pbuh).

Hadith literarure points our the srart of the corruption of the Injil and other Christian

scriptures and connects it with tle conspiracies of the ruling class. Although, the prophetic

traditions mostly level rhe charge of corruptioo against the People of the Book in Jewish

contexr, that is quire naxural, in some cases, it does include the Christian scriprures as well.

. The third chapter begins with the discussion about the erymology of the word Injtl' It

has been noriced that only the Qur'anic commeotators and Arab Linguists generally discussed

the erymological aspea of the word Injil and that the scholars of other disciplines almost

completely ignored this aspect. This difference of approach might have been caused by the

narure of different Islamic disciplines. It may be argued that since rhe discipline of the exegesis

is more analytical and explanatory in narure rhan those of the theology and history, for

example, it relatively focuses otr the etymological asPect more than they do' A number of

scholars especially earlier ones generally seek the origin of the word Iniil in the Arabic root-

Regardless of the importance of this approach, it does explain how they see the Injil.

\Thether the Iajil conr:ined the commaodments or not has been discussed in the

second section. The vieqis o{ scholars significantly differ in this regard. It seems that both sides



have some supporr from rhe texts of both Qur'an and Gospels. However, a more striking fact

is that the Injil has epitomized a spiritual and ascetic scripture in Sufis' exegeses as opposed to

the Tawrah, which has been thought to be a book of external scieoces. This specific approach

towards rhe Injil might have been developed under the influence of the ascetic personality of

the Prophet 'Ise (pbuh) as perceived in the writilgs of Sufi Masters and i:r Islamic ascetic

Iiterature.

h is evident that dmost atl 6f \du5lim scholars are inclined to hold that those Qur'anic

verses which enjoin and demand the People of the Book, especially the Christians to act

according ro their scriprures neither imply that their existing scriptures are free of corruption

nor do that they enjoy an independent scriptural authority after the advent of Islam. ln fact

they mostly interpret these verses to indicate that the People of the Book must avoid

corrupring their scriprures and act according ro the true spirit of their commandments which

would ultimately lead rhem to the embracement of Islam, for these scriptures do conrain the

testimonies of the prophethood of the Prophet Mut'ammad (pbuh)

It seems that since the Qw'in explicitly declares that the prophecies about the Prophct

Muhammad (pbuh) were found in the previous scriprures, Muslims from the outset sought to

find such material ro interprer the relevant verses. Discussion about the testimonies of the

prophethood of the Prophet (pbuh) has been a hallmark of the Islamic apologetic and

polemical lirerature from the early times to the modern oses. However, ir is evident that

Muslims did not have an easy access to the canonical scriptures or their Arabic translations in

the earliest times. Therefore, in the earliest Muslim writings one does not find accurate

quotations from the canonical literature of the Jews and the Christians. It seems that some

euly Muslims mighr have use{ the term In!-rl and likewise the Tawrah in a loose sense not

referring to specific verses, but rather collecting the information they needed, with the help of

people who knew these texts and quoted or read, ranslated, and explained them to the

Muslims.

Flowever, as a matrer of fact, when Muslims conquered Chrisrian territories they had

to face a new situation. They became the rulers of lands whose majority was Christian. This

siruation might gradually have enabled or even compelled some Muslims to consult the



scriprures of the People of the Book, although mosrly with the help of some informant, and

find the marerial of rheir irt.r.rt therein. Siace that time, Muslims began to quote more exact

passages from the canonical scriptures of the People of the Book. Moreover, it seems that this

phenomenon also provided them with an opportunity ro assess the texts of these scriptures

and consequently caused a variery of opinions ia this regard.

It is interesting to Eore, however, that many Qur'anic commentators like al-Taban, al-

Rezr, and al-Qurtubi erc. do not explicitly accuse the previous scriptures of textual corruption;

rather their writings might imply that they are inclined to hold the view of the exegetical

disrortion only. Perhaps this is partially because of the inexplicit position of the Qur'an in

this regard and pardally due to the nature of their discipline. On the other hand, the

theologians more overwheloingly accuse the People of the Book of the textual corruption of

their scriptures, even i{ some of them take their text on its face value they mostly do so only

for the sake of argumenr. Therefore, they should not be considered representatives o{ the

second approach. It seems that the method of Qasim b. Ibrahim al-Rassi and Muhammad al-

Ghazali etc. should be viewed in this context as well.

It may be noted thar Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khin and Rahmat Allah Kairanavi are among

the earliest Muslim scholars who extensively made use of the resul* of western biblical

scholarship in their biblical works. However, surprisingly their approaches are significantly

different. 'Whereas the former adopts an apologetic aad defensive approach, the latter prefers a

polemical and offensive one. Similarly, they have reached quite opposite results, for the

former denies the existence of the corruption of the Ch,ristian scriptures in the sense of

addition, deletion, and alteration of text and the latter is overwhelmingiy interested ia

demonstrating the existence of the same kinds of corruption.
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IMPORTANCE OF T}IE TOPIC

The Qur'an discusses various imponant topics; one of these is the previous revelations,

particularly the Injit. The Ini-rl-mentioned rwelve times in the Qur'an- w'as a revelation

revealed to the Propher 'Isd (peace be on him). It was the sacred book of the Christians of the

time of rhe Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him), regardless of whether it had been

distorted or trot. Many characteristics of the Injil have been mentioned in the Qur'an' Some

verses of the Qur'an, according ro some Muslim scholars viz. Ibn Taymiyyah might indicate

that its some intact manuscripts were Preserved by the Christians uP to the advent of the

Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him).

In fact, there seems to be a difference of opinioo among Muslim scholars in this regard'

Muslim scholarship has been very diverse in its approaches, because of im different historical'

social, and geographical backgrounds. There have been many disciplines in Muslim

scholarship; the most prominent, in the present context' being Exegesis, Theology, and

History. Muslim scholars freely thought about and discussed the issues pertaining to other

religions especially Cbristianity. The interaction between Muslims and Christians staned very

early in Islamic history and increased tremendously with the Passage of time. The present

research work aims to srudy principally the perceptioos of the Injil in the Muslim tradition'

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS

This research work is intended to answer some questions usually raised in the minds o[

researchers about the Injil mentioned in the Qur'an. Some of these questions are being

meotioned below,

It is an established fact that ttre four Gospels had beea canonized by the Christians

long before Islam's advenr. On the other hand, the Qur'an mentions the Injil as a single book.

This seems a paradoxical behavior. \fas this issue raised in the early history of Islam? Vhat

did Muslim scholars do to resolve this paradox? 
'What exactly does Muslim scholarship mean

when it refers to or speaks about the Qur'anic term the Itrj-il? k there only one interpretation

1l



of the Injil in Muslim scholarship or lhere exisr a diversiry of opinions in this regard? If rhere

are differences, what are their bases?

About dealing with the issues of chrisdaniry, two aPPloaches may be idendfied: the

mainsrream adopred a polemical approach. The wrirings of al-Ja[i7, al-Ghazeli, and Ibn

Taymiyyah erc represent this approach. others, instead of refuting other religions' docrines

concenrrated on explaining the Islam.ic point of view' The Qur'anic coqlmeolators' in general'

have adopted this approach while interpreting the relevant Qur'anic verses. vhat are the

similarities and differences berween the results of the rwo approaches? How did thcse

approaches contribute to creating a specific concePt o{ the Iniil?

In the light of above-mentioned, it seems that it would be immense significant to

invesdgate the Muslim perceprions of Iniil and their development throughout history.

THE OBIECTTVES OF T}IE WORK

The research work aims to achieve the following objectives,

1. This work would try to sketch out the concePt of the Injil of the Prophet 'Isa (peace be

on him) as mentioned in the Qur'an and Hadith'

2. I would collecq srudy, analyze, and compare the perceptions of Muslim scholars from

different disciplines, in different parts of the world in different ages about the Injil.

3. This would help to identify the domioant trends in Muslim scholarship and their

developmeot about the Injrl from the very eady age to the present period'

BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEMS TO BE ADDRESSED

The topic selected for the research is new one and there are very few scholarly works, which

have dealt with the subiect. Some related works are listed below,

The first significant book on the topic is rhat of the British Muslim scholar Ruqayyah

'Waris Maqsood, titled A Muslim Study of tbe Origins of the Christian Churcb, in which she has

12



discussed several issues regard^ing the origin and early history of the christian church'

Although she has provided some significant information and has raised new queslions about

the origin of the Injil and the New Testament, she could not discuss this issue in sufficient

derail because it was only a part of her larger subiect. In her work, she has mosdy depended

on rhe rheories of Kamal Salibi, and could not condud a sufficient research by consulting the

original Islamic sources. It is, however, wonh nodng that she introduced new ideas and

opened new vistas for funher research.

The second imponant book on the ropic is lY/ho was Jesus: conspiraq in Jerasalem,

which was written by Kamal Salibi, a Lebanese Christian historiao' He has used his detailed

knowledge of the geography of Arabia and his srudy of Biblical texts to Put lorward some

very interesting theories. His research work suggests that the Bible narratives actually refer to

people and places beloaging ro the wes! coast of the Arabian Peninsula. He also sugges6 that

the Prophet 'Ise of the Q*'an is someone other than Jesus of the New Testament' According

to him, 'Isa of the Q*'* had lived in Arabia four or five centuries before the Jesus of the

New Testament. The Gospel of this monotheist prophet had been preserved tili the sevenlh

century, the time of the Prophet Muhammad. He dso holds that the story of 'Isa as described

by the eur'an would not have been so different from that of in this Injil, Nevertheless, Salibi

mostly argues for his theories on the basis of linguistic evidences. Therefore, there is a need to

asses his rheories through orher sources as well. Salibi also wrote another book related to the

topic namely Secrets of the Bible People.

Geoffrey Parrinder wrote lesus in the Qar'dn and dedicated a short chapter to the

Gospel V"itl).b the begindng of the chapter, he discusses ttre origin of the word Injil and

then goes on ro the issue of the corruption of ttre previous sacred books, especially the Inirl.

He mentions that some ![s5lim scholars declared that Christians had actually altered the text

of the lnjil, but some others said that rhey had interpreted the words of the Iniil incorrectly.

He prefers the latter viewpoint. He admits that to explaia the relationship between the Iniil of

'Isa (peace be on him) and rhe record of his words in the four Gospels, is a difficult task.

l3



He has quored the opirlions of the Muslim scholar Abdullah Yusu{ Ali and christian

scholar \7. c. Smith in this regard. He mentions that according to Yusuf Ali' the Iniil

menrioned in the Qur'an is not the New Testament. It is not the four Gospels now received

as caoooical. It is the single Gospel which, Islam teaches, was revealed to Jesus, and which he

nught. Fragments of it survived in the received canonical Gospels and in some others of

which traces survive such as infanry Gospels and the Gospel of Barnabas. on the other hand'

Parrinder mendons that according to'W' C. Smith the identification of the Gospels with the

Inj-rl cannot but be regarded as an error by christians and by historiaos of religion' ln Smith's

view, the parallel between the New Testarnent, and especially ttre four Gospels, and Hadith' is

seen to be quite close as soon as one thinks about it. Parrinder himself, however' believes that

the four Gospels were rnore than the injil. They included it and went beyond it' The

Christian Gospels revealed not only the words of Jesus but also his activiry.

Briefly, in the lighr of the above mentiotred, it seems to the Present researcher that

there is sufficient justification for the proposed research vzork'

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

The research would be conducted in a limited area. I would try to focus on a survey of the

Muslim interpretations of the Qur'anic rcrm Injil, studying the thoughw of the selected

promi.nent Muslim scholars, to get a gls2l N4u5lim PercePtion of the Qur'anic rcrm Injil'

Th.roughout rhis discourse; I plan to analyze the available material carefully and critically'

Thus, this study would be both descriptive and analydcal'

OUTLINE OF THE DISSERTATION

The research work would.oorir, of the followitrg chapters aod sub-headings,

t4
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ANovERYIEwoFCHRISTIAMTYINPRE-ISLAMICARABIAN

PENINSULA

Geography of Arabia:

The Arabian Peninsula is the largest Peniosuia of the world' Arabs call it Jazirat al-'Arab (rhe

Island of the Arabs) metaphorically.'It has the shape of a rough quadrilateral with a length of c'

2200 km. from north-wesr to south-east and a breath of c. 1200 km. on the west, south' and

east ir is clearly defined by the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, the Arabian Sea, the Gulf of Oman'

and rhe Persian Gulf.2It has been rePorted from al-Asma'i (d. 216 aD) rhat Jazirat al-'Arab

stretched from the fanhest part of 'Adan Abyanr to rhe fertile lands (arynfl oflraqin length as

well as from Juddaht and its neighbouring seashores to the boundaries of Syria in breadth' s

Accordiag to the Arab scholars, an imaginary line drawn out from the Guli of 'Aqabah to the

mourh of Shatt al-'Arab in the Arabian Gulf is its Nonhern boarder and the nonhern Nefud

separates it from the Fertile Crescent.'

However, the Arabs have been iiving on rhe either side of this imaginary line

rJawad'Ali, at.Mufassal-f Ta'ihh al-'Arab qabl al.Islnm, hencefonh al'Mafalsat @aghdad: Dar al-'Ilm 1i'l-Malayrn'

1976),I:VA.

2 G. Rentz, *Djanrar al-'Arab", e&. B. kwis et al., The Enclclopaedia of Islam, new edition, hencefonh E/'

peiden: E. J. BriU' 1911), 1:534'

r Abyan is a district (mikhlafi of 'adan, the famous city of Yemen oo the shore of lndian Ocean' Perhaps, it is

called'Adan Aby.an ro differanciate it from'Adan La'ah, a district of San'i" see, Yiqut b' 'Abd Allah al-Hrrnawr'

Mu'jam al.Bwldan @eirut: Dar Ihye'al-Turith al-'Arabi & Mu',assasat al-Ta',rikh al-'Arabi, 1997), 3:302'

{ It is situated oa the bank of Bahr aLYaman (B.ed Sea) and is a seapon of Makkah' Its distance from Makkah is of

the Journey of three nights. see, Ylqut b. 'Abd Allih al-]Hlaaa]gti, Mu'.jam al'B*ldan, 2:39.

5 Abd Altah b. Muslim b. Qutaybeh, al-Ma'aif,ed., Tharwat'ukashah (cairo: Matba'at Dir al-Kutub' 1950)' 566'

However, in the narratiou of Yaqut a1-Hamawi from al-Asma'r "boundaries of Syria" has been replaced with "al-

ubullah,,, a city siruated on the bank of Da.ilat a1-Basrat {-Kubra i.o the corner of the gulf which enters the city

of elSasrah. See, Yaqut b. 'Abd AUIb el-Haaasli, Mu'jam al'Bttlddn,2:56, lz72' Al-Hemawi's reponed definition

seeEr to be more precise.

6 Arab writers commonly name it al-Khalij al-'Arabi (Arabian Gulf). However, ioternatiooally recognized name

is Persian Gulf. See, www.wikipedia.orq, "Persian Gulf", dated: March 26' 2010'

'z Jawad 'Ali, al'Muf*1a|,l:143.

slllce
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hundreds of years B.c. They settled down in Iraq between the west bank of the Euphrates and

tle borders of Syria as well as in Palesdne and sinai to the eastern shores of Nile' The ancient

Greek, Latil, Hebrew, and Syriao writers include all these lands within the abodes of Arabs

and name them Arab Country (BilZd. al-'Ara&). 1 The territory of the Arabs includes the

wasles of the syrian Desert and the agricultural zones of Transiordan2' It includes the

Eouorains of the fliiez aud the inland corridors of the Peninsula. Although the heardand of

the Arab nations was what is known to&y as Saudi Arabia, the Romans gave the name Arabia

to a province of their empire, which lay soulh, and east of Palestine, in the corner of the

Mediterranean world between Syria and Egypt. It includes the present Negev' southern Syria'

all of Jordao, and northwest Saudi Arabia' r

Religious Environment of Pre-Islamic Arabia:

Arabs held different beliefs and embraced various religions in the Jahiliryah period. Among

them were Monottreists qIho believed in Allah alone. Many of them worshipped idols along

with believing in Allah. some embraced Judaism, christianiry, or zorouttianism' There were

atheists who believed in nothing while some denied the Hereafter. o Some Arabs were sabians'

Others believed in Anwn'5. There were also worshippers of angels and demons among them'6

Briefly, tle Arabs of pre-Islamic era were not isolated from the rest of the world' They had a

' ibid.

'?Transjordan was geographically equivalent to 1942.1965 Kiagdom of Jordan (slighdy different from today's

border$. See, www.wikipedia.org, 'Transiordan", dated: March 26, 2010'

I G. \W. Bowersock, Roman Arabia (London: Harvard University Press, 1983)' 1'

a 
Jawad 

,Ali, at-Mtrfassal, 6:34i cf., J. Spencer Trimingham, chritianity among tbe Arabs in Pre-lslatnic 'Times,

hencefonh chrktianity among tbe Arabs (London: Loagman Librarie du Liban, 1979), ?43-48'

s Al-Anwi, is plural of al-naw'. Al-Naw' oeans the star that is about to set. The Arabs of lahiliyyah petiod

believed that ai-anwd' were 28 stars. Every thineen nights one of them sets in the west at the break of dawn ald

at the same time another star rises from the east except for ooe naoely al-Jabhah, which remains founeen nights'

and oo the completioo of this circle the year corrcs to an end as well. The Ar$s of J-ahiliyyah period used to

artribute rhe causes of climate changes, e.g., rains and winds etc. to these stars. see, Muhammad b' Mukram b'

Maaz[r, Lisan at''Arab (Qum: Nashr Adab al-Hawzah, 1405 AH), l:17176'

6 Muhammad b. .Abd al-Karim al-shahrastaoi, dl-Milal ua't-Nit|al @eir;nz Dar al-M'arifah, 1995)' 2:586'
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pluralisdc rarher rhan a monolithic religious environment, which indicates the influence o{

surrounding reiigious communities uPon them an.d oice oersa'

Christianiry among the Pre-Isl'mic Arabs

Arabs never used the term Mas-rhi or Mas-rhiyyah in classical period; rather they used Nasranr

or Nasraniyyah instead, mostly associating it with the ciry called Nasirah. The term al-

Nasr-aniyyah flourished among the Arab tribes and their branches before the advent of Islam'

Many Arabic verses conmin it as well as the poetry of several Arab poets from Yemen' Hiiaz'

Iraq, and Syria etc refers to it'1

It is difficult to define rhe exact period when christianiry found its way into the

Arabiaa Peninsula. h spread .throughout 
the Arabian Peninsula by many ways such as

missionary efforts, Eade routes, and the trade of slaves especially of white ones who used to be

imponed from the civilized areas of tle world' 2

Church historians claim that the christian missionaries did their best to ProPagate

their religion among the Arabs. They did uot care for the hardships and sufferings they faced

in this regard. Rather they reached rhe remote areas of the Arabian Peninsula and lived with

the Bedouin. Some of them even adopted the Bedouin's life sryle and dwelled in the rcnrs with

them. They were known as Asaqifat d-khiyam aud Asaqifat ahl al-wabr. I since they were

knowledgeable, educated in Medicine and Logic and had effecdve convincing skills they

succeeded in converting some tribal chiefs ro christianity and in gefiiry their support for

their cause. It is reported that some ribal chiefs got medical ffeatmetrt from Christian priests

and when they recovered from the diseases through their cure, they subsequendy accePted

Christian faith. n Church historians mention that Cbristian priests healed the barren women

by rheir prayers and miracles so they bore children as well as some priests pleaded with God

r Husayn al-,Udal al-'Arab al-Na2ara: Ar( Ta'nhbi, hencefonh al''Arab al'Nayra (Damascus: al-Ahali li 'l-

Tibe'ah wa'l-Nashr wa'l-Tawzi', 1992), 26.

2 
Jawnd 'Ali dl-Mufalsal,6:58G87 .

I Louis Cheikh o, al-Naqrzniyyah ,so Ad:obrrha bryn 'Arab al-Jabiliyyah, hencefonh al'Nasrnniy'yah (Beirur.t

Matba'at al-Aba' al-Mursalin al-Yasu'iryin, 1912), l:37 .

' Jawad'Ali, al-Mufa;sa\, 62587.
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ro give them a male child, so He accepted their Prayers. For example, Dai'am the chief o{ ai-

Daia,imah, tribe was bestowed with a male child due to the prayer ol a priest and

consequeotly converted to Christianity along with his tribe' 2

Some Arabs became christiaos because of their interaction with the christian

merchanrs. It is related lhat some Christian merchanrs brought oil to Madinah from Syria'

vhen they had sold it and wanted to retur!, two sons of ao Ansari called Ab[ 'l-$r4ayn

callle to them. They persuaded them to accept Christianiry, so they accePted it and

accompanied them to SYria.l

christianity was also introduced to the Arabs through the male and female slaves

imported to Arabia from different i:rternational markets especially from rhe Byzantine and

persian empires. Many Roman concubines bore those who were considered the pure Arabs'

Most of such concubines were cbristians. There were many christian slaves in Makkah, 'i'a'i{,

Yathrib, and other parts of the Arabian ?eninsula. They read, wrote, and interprcted what the

Tawrah and the lniil contained. They told people Chrisrian tales and explained the christian

religion ro them. Some of them succeeded to convert some Arabs.' In Makkah, one of rhem

was Jabr rhe slave of 'Amir b. al-Hadrarm. He was a christian and could read the'fawrah and

rhe Injil in his native language. Other Christian slaves include 'A'ish tht slave of Huwarib b'

.Abd al-'Uzze, 'Addas the slave of al-'Ale' b. al-Ha&amr, Nastas the slave of safwan b'

Umayyah, Mrni, and $uhayb al-Rnmr. Many Christian slaves lived in Ta'if. One of them q/as

.Addes, the slave of 'Utbah and Shaybah the sons of Rabi'ah. Another name is of al-Azraq the

t It is a branch of Salih, the section of the famous Yemenite tribe Quda'ah' It migrated from Yemen around 230

AD and settled in Hawran. They were the first Arabs vho dwelled ia Syria and created confederation with

Romans and then Byzaotines. See, 'Abd al-Rahman Ahmad Salim, al'Muslim n wa 'l'Rum: Dirasah fi Judhur al'

Sira' wa Taauwuihi bayn al-M4slimin an 'l-Bayzanqiyyin hattd Vafit al'Rasal SdllA Allah 'alayh wa Sallarn'

hencef.orthal-Muslimfinwa,l.Ram (ciro:Daral-Fikral-'Ar^b\,14L8/1997),35-36.

2 Louis Cheikho, al'Nasraniyyah, 1235.

r Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari, Jami' al-Bayan 'an Tabil Ayy al'Qar'an, hencefonh Jam| al'Baydn (ed), Mahmud

Mut'ammad Shekir (n.p.: Dar al-Ma'rifah, n. d.), 5:410.

a Jawad'Ali, al-Mufa+sal, 5:588-89.
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Roman the blactsmith. t

HermitagesalsoplayedanimponantroleinintroducingChristianirytotheArab

merchants and the Bedouin. Tte Arab traders found in most of these hermitages room for rest'

srores of warer, and places for enjoiament during their tiresome ,iourneys. \rhile staying in

these hermirages, they saw rhe priests and hermits performing their rituals. In this way, they

learnt somewhat about their reiigion and rimals''

These hermirages v/ere rhe centres of Christian preaching and propagation. Yaqut al-

Hamawi (d. 626 AH) mertiotrs dozens of hermitages, found throughout the Arab territories' r

They were numerous in Iraq and Syria. One also finds races of their existence in Hijaz' Najd'

and southern and eastern Arabian psninsula. They received assistance from the kaqi' Syrian'

and Roman churches and could propagate chrisdaniry alnong most of the Arab tribes. It

might be rightly said that had Islam nor come the picture of Arabia would have been different

from that of today. o

christianiry penerared into many Arab tribes before the advent o{ Islam, even some

Christian scholars give a list of forry*ix Arab tribes who pafiially or wholly accepted

Christianiry.5ly[u5lim scholars, roo, explicitly mendon many Arab tribes whose membcrs,

wherher in small or large number, were Christian. Ibn Qutaybah (d. 276 AI-I) mentions,

"Christianiry was found among Rabi'ah, Ghassin, and some of Qu&'ah'".

Al-Ya'qtbi (d. 284 AH) more explicitly rePorts,

Among the Arab tribes who accepted christianiry were some members of Ban0 Asad b'

'Abd al-'Uzzi of Quraysh viz. 'Uthman b. al-Huwayrith b. Asad b. 'Abd al:Uzza and Varaqah b'

Nawfal b. Asad. Of Bann Tamrm Bani Imra'i 'l-Qays b. Ztyd Manlt converted to Christianiry as

well as Bantr Taghlib of Rabi'ah, too, were Christians. Among the tribes of Yemen Tayy"

'Ibid., 6:603-07.

'Ibid., 6:589.

3 Yeq0t b. 'Abd Allah d-}laansvl,Mi'jam al'Buldan,2:331-69'

t 
Jawnd'Ali, al- Mnfa:sal, 6:589-90-

s l.ouis Cheikho , al-Nasrani1ryab, l:124-41.

6 Ibn Qutaybah, al-Ma'anf,62l.
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Midhlraj, Bahre', Salil', Tanukh, Ghassin, and Lakhm were Christians'l

According to 'Amr b. Brllt .l-JaE+ (d' 255 AH), Christiadry prevailed among Arab

kings and ribes except for Mu{ar. It prevailed among the tribes i.e. Lakhm, Ghassan, Harith

b. Ka'b, Quda'ah, Jayy', Rabi'ah, Taghlib, 'Abd al-Qays and some branches of Bakr

especially in Al Oht'l-Jadayn.'

Ecclesiastical Division of Pre-Islamic Christian Arabs:

christianiry peneuated Arabia from different directions, principally from three centres, viz'

Syria in the north-west, Mesopotarnia in the trorth-eas!, and Abyssinia in the west by the way

of Yemen, which vras for a time subiect to an Abyssinian dynasty'l

The most defined divisions of the Syrian Christians during the fifth century AD were

the Meikite a (chalcedonian), the \fest syrian (Monophysite) 5 , and the East Syrian

(I.{esrorian)6. In consequence o{ these divisions, those northern Arab Christians, nomadic and

semled alike, who fell within the spheres of Byzantium and Persia also became distinguished

, Ahmad b. Abi Ya'q[b al-Ya'qubi, Ta'nkh al-Ya'qtbi (Beirut: Dar $adr & Dlr Bayrut, 1960\, 1t257 '

'] Abn 'Uthma:: 'Amr b. Bat'r a!-l;)iZ, al'Muhhtar f 't'Radd'ala'l'Na5arn, ed. Muhaooad 'Abd All'h al-Sharqawr

(Beirut: Dar al-Jil; Cairo: Maktabat al-Zahrd', 1411/1991\, 6l'

r Richard }.rjll,Tbe Oigin of klam in its Cbristian Enoironmmt, hencefonh The Origin o/ /slarn ([.ondon: Irrank

Cass & Co. Ltd, 1968), 17.

r The term is used of those Christiaos of Syria and Egypt who, refusing Monophysitism and accepting the

Defioidon of Faith of the Council of Chalcedon (451 CE), remaioed in communion with the Imperial see o[

Constantinople as'Emperor's men'. The Couocil of Chalcedon (451 CE) affirmed the existence of One Person in

Two Natures, r,/hich were u!.ired unconfusedly (sic), unchangeably, indivisibly, aod inseparably. See, F' L. Cross,

ed.,TbeoxfordDictinnaryof theclristianchurch (oxford: oxforduniversityPress, 1957),259,883'

5 They held the doctrioe that iu rhe Person of the Iucarnate Christ there was but a single, and thar a Divioe

Nature, as again5l 1!. Onhodox teaching of double Nature, Diviae and Human, after the Incarnation. They

came iato being as a distiact body iomediately efter the Couucil of Chalcedoo (451 CE), which formally defined

the Dyophysire doctrioe. See, F. L. cross, ed., Tlx oxford Dictionary of tbe cltristi.an churcb, 91'6'

u They held the doctriae thar there were rwo separate Persons in the Incarnate Christ, the One Divine and the

other Human, as opposed to the onhodox doctrine that the lncarnate Christ was a single Person, at once God

and man. They were characterized by the re)ection o[ the term Theotokos (God-bearer)' See, F. L. Cross, ed',

The Oxford Dictionary of the Chistian Church, 946.
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ecclesiastically as Monophysites or Nestorians' I However, besides these major ecclesiastical

rrends some other christian denomi:rations, excommunicated by fie Trinitarian church' also

entered the Arabia to take refuge from Persecudon such as Ebionites" Nazarenesl' and

Elkesaitesa., Little is known about them. Ilowever, what meager information church

.historiansprovideaboutthemshowsthattheymayhavebeencloserrolslamthanTrinitarian

Church'

ChristianirY in West SYria:

The Syriac and Arabic.speaking monks and Christians of provinces o{ Arabia, Phoenicia, and

,alestine were srrongly inclined towar& adherence to the Monophysite formuia' the

remaining esrablish-ent bishops adhered to the imperial line'u Also the sratc church' that is

Greek Church, had a hold in the pe,,i,'sula of Sinai where nulnerous monasteries and

hermitages were Greek, nor Nestoriar or Jacobite. 
T Accordingly, the phylarchs' the rulers o[

Bano Ghassin did not offer suppon to the Mooophysites at first, but later on' they fell into

the Monophysite line.8 It was one factor, arr',ong the others, which caused the friction in

relations berween Monophysite Ghassinides and Dyophysite Byzantines in latter dmes'

I 
J. Spencer Trimin ghatr.., Chtistianiry among the Arabs' 159 '

2 It was a Jewish christian,secr, which flourished in rhe early centuries of the christian era espccially on the erst

L

of rhe Jordao. T*o of th{d erin ipli tenets were (1) a 'reduced' doctrine of the Person of Christ' to thc e{fect'

e.g., that Jesus was the human son of Joseph and Mary, (2) over-emphasis on the binding characr'er o[ rhe Mosaic

Law. See, F. L. Cross, ed., Tbe Oxford Dktionary of tlte Chr*tizt Cburch' +33'

r ,Nazarenes, occurs as a name g.iven by founh century writers !o grouPs of chrisrians of Jevish race in syria'

who continued to obey much of the Jewish Law though they were otherwise onhodox christians' They used a

version of the Gospel in Aramaic, koown as the 'Gospel according ro the Hebrews'' The sect existed from the

earliest times christianiry. See, F. L. cross, ed., The oxfordDictionary of tbe christian church,947'

.It was a Jewish christian sect, which arose c. A. D. 100 in the country east of Jordan' They took their oame

fromtheirsacredwritinSrhe'BookofElkesai'.TheyheldbeliefssimilartothoseoftheEbionites'see'F'L'

Cross, ed., The Oxford. Dictionary of the Cbristian Chwch' +47 '

5 Jawid'Ali, al-Mufaswl, 6:63437.

6 
J. Spencer Trimingham, Christi^anity among tlte Arabs' 166'

7 De Lacy Q'Leary, History of Arabia before Mthammad (,.ahore: Alliaoce Publishers, 1989)' I4?'

t 
J. Spencer Trimingham, Christianity among the Arabs' 166'
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especially in the sirh century AD'I

Banir Ghassan enjoyed the authoriry over all the Arab tribes in syria from Rusafah to

yathrib as well as they had relations with the Arabs of Hiiaz and Yemen'''when the

Ghassanide ruler al-$arith (r. 529-569 AD) requested the Empress Theodora ro appoint a

Monophysite bishop to minister to the Arab tribes throughout Byzantine territory, she

arranged for Theodosius, the Alexaodrine Monophysite patriarch to consecrate rwo monks'

one called Jacob Baradaeus (d. 578 AD) was chosen ro be bishop for the provinces of

Mesopotamia and Syria; while the other, Theodore (d' c' 572 AD)'qrf,e v/as an Arab' was to bc

bishop of the camp of Ban[ Ghassan, covering the provinces of Pdesrine and Arabia' ]

Limle is koown about the ministry of Theodore. He is frequendy callcd Bishop of

Bostra, but he did not reside in that city, aod moved around with the Jafnid family in thcir

seasonal migradons. Jacob Baradaeus uavelled widely, orgaoizing churches, ordaining clergy'

and consecrating bishops. Through his effons, the Monophysite church in Syria and

Mesopotamia became organized separately and provided with a hierarchy. a He left such a

mark on this independent Monophysite church that it took his name and is known as

Jacobire. 
s Monopysitism flourished among Ghassauides, Syrian nomads, some Arab tribes,

Upper Syrian Peninsula, and some Pafts of Yemen and Hiiaz'

Christianity in East Syria (Mesopotamia):

To the oorth€ast of the Arabian Peuinsula, in Mesopotamia, within the Persian Empire the

Dyophysite views prevailed,' and taking its name from the deposed patriarch of

constantinople, the church became definitely Nestorian. By the end of the sixth ccntury, it

had extended and deepened its hold so rhar probably no towo of any size remained which had

I 'Abd al-Rafmaa Ahmad Salim, al'Mtslimiln wa'l'Rttm,39'

2 Husayo al-'Udat, al''Arab al'Na$ra,37-38.

r 
J. Spencer Trioingham, Cltristianity among tbe Atabs, 166'

{ Ibid., 167-68.

t Richard Bell, The Origin of tslam' 21.

6 Husayn al-'Ud;rt, al-'Arab al-Nayri,11.
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nor its church and its bishop. I The Nestorians were recognized by the Persian king as the

onlyChristiansentitledtorecognition;theyaloneweretheownersofthechurches'

monasreries, and other church ProPerties in his dominations' 
I Nestorianism flourished in

southernlraq,(Iirah,nomadicSyria,somepartsofsyrianPeninsula,easlernArabian

peninsula, and some christians of yemen arrd i.4iiiaz.I However, through the efforts of

Simeon, Monophysite christianiry was also introduced into the Persian controlled territory

to some extent. 4

rfuah5 was rhe seat of the Lakhmide dyoasty, the tributary sovereigns of the Arabs

friendly ro the Persian Empire. The christians of FIirah were called 'Ibad' 6 This vras a

grouping of mixed tribal elements such as Ban[ 'Alqamah and Banu Ayylb' united by

allegiaoce to christianiry. Flirah became a diffusion-point for the Nestorian form of

Christianiry from abour the year 4oo AD and its spread among the Arabs oI Babylonia' A

Nestorian bishop called Hosea s/as settled in Hrah in 410 AD, when he attended the Synod o[

MIr Isaac.'

The Lakhmide rulers of Huah did nor adopt Christianity. However, as late as the early

part of the sixth century, Hind bint al-Harith one of the vrives of al-Mundhir' the Arab king

of Hfah, was a faithful christian. It is said that her son 'Amr b. al-Mundhir (r' 554-559 AD)

was a professed cbristian, bur his successors did not adopt christianity and returned to

polytheism, until the u[u5lims conquered this territory. s on the other hand, some historians

' Richard Bell, The Origin of klam,2*25'

2 De Lacy O'Leary, History of Arabia before Muhammad' ll4'
t Husayn al-'Udat, al''Arab al'Nayra,'30-31'

a 
J. Spencer Trimiogham, Christianity among tbe Arabs, 169 '

s lt was situated at a distance of three miles from KOfah in the place nowadays called al-Na]at' Sce' YAq0t b 'Abd

Allah al-Hamawi, Mu' jam al'Buldnn,22Ql'

6 Richard Bell, The Origin of klam,26.

7 
J. Spencer Trimingham, Chtistianit1 among tk Atabs, L56' l7l'

t Richard Bell, The ongin of klam., 2G27. Iy.ll confuses Hind bint al-Herith b' flulr b' Akil al-Murar al-Kindi

with Hind bht al-Nu'man b. al-Mundhir, and more confusingly, he describes her father as a ghassanide priuce

perhaps confusing al-$arith b. $uir al-Kindi with al-Harith b' Jabalah al-Ghassdni' However' as a matter of fact'
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hold that even 
,Amr b. al-Mundhb did not accept christianiry.rHowever, whether Lakhmide

rulers accepred christianiry or not, the penetration of christianity in Lakhmide tribe has

been attested in Muslim historical sources''

Anyhow,ChristianirymadesomeProgressamonBsttheArabtribesinthenorth.east

of rhe Arabian Peniosula. Certain tribes are known to have adopted Christianiry' among them

were Taghlib and certein branches of Bakr b' \tra'il' r

Christianity in AbYssinia:

Studies have shovrn that easr Africa and Arabia, in historical terms, q/ere regarded as one

geographic region and that long before the rise of Islam, the Arab merchants and politicians

have been in conract with Africa. a The stare of Axum, established in the first century AD,

gained control of south-west Arabia towards the end of the third centu{v AD' Under 'Ezarra'

its firsr Christian king (r. c. 3204?AD), the Axumite state reached the peak of its power' but

towards the end his reign or shortly afterwards, South Arabia regained its independence in the

form of a unified Himyar state, which survived until 525 AD' when the Axumites

invaded and conquered South Arabia.5

According ro the christian historians, the historical date of the christianization o[

Ethiopia has been fixed approximately as 340 AD.6 Christian raditions reiate that Frumcntius

(d. c. 3S3 AD) was ordained bishop by Athanasius in Alexan&ia and was sent to Ethiopia to

take charge o{ the church. He was the bishop in Axme in 356 ao.7 The important landmark

the mother of .Amr b. al-Mundhir was Hind bint al-Herith al-Kindi and not Hiod bint al-Nu'mdn, though, both

ladies were chrisriaus. see, Yiqut b. 'Abd Auih ?.l-Ilam3,wi, Mu',iam al-B dan,2:367-68.

1J. Speocer Trimingham, Christianity among tlx Arabs,796'

2 Ahmad b. Abi Ya'qub al-Ya'q0bi, Ta'nkh al-Ya'qhbi, l:257; 'Abo 'Uthmen 'Amr b' Balrr al-Ja!riz-' al'Muhhtnr

fi 'l Rddd 'alz'l-Nasara, 61.

r Richard Bell, The Origin of Ishm,77.

o Moharnrred b. Sillah, "Pre-Islamic Arabia aod its Early Contacts with African \florld", Hamdard klamicus' 32:2

(200e), 3e,41.

5 
J. Spencer Trimingham, Christianity among tbe Arahs, 287-88'

6 Aziz s. Atiyt, A Hktory of Eastern christianiry pondon, Methuen aod co Ltd, 1968)' 152'

7 Richard Bell, The Origin of kkm,3O-31. Triminghem dates it arouod 330 AD. See, Christianiry among the Arabs,

agaLn
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i:r the propagation of both monasticism and christianity was the advent of the Nine Saints

abour the year 480 AD. 1 These yest Syrian Saints introduced their anti-Chalcedonian doctrinal

outlook and Syrian liturgy, customs, mooastic rules and discipliae' Most important of all they

translated the Gospels into Erhiopic.' From thar period, the Church ia Abyssinia was

Monophysite.l

Christiaoity in South Arabia:

Eusebius (d. 339 AD) gives an accounr of Pantaenus (d. c. 200 AD), who undertook a

missionary journey as far as India, where he found that he had been preceded by

Bartholomew, one of the apostles, who had preached to them and had left behind Matthew's

account in the acual Aramaic characters, and it was preserved till his mission.'India in this

context signifies South Arabia, the gateway to India.s

Around 340 AD the Himyarites expelled the Axumites, who had maintaio'ed a military

presence in yemen since the end of third century, and formed a unified state with its capital at

Zafar. Cowrantinus f, Q. 337.6t AD) sent an embassy in the leadership of Theophilus to

propagare christianity and to establish diplomatic relations with the new King Tha'ran and

his son Malki-Karib. ft is said rhar the embassy turned out successfully; for the prince of the

narion converred to Christiaaity. This mission also founded three churches there.6

The one centre ir sourh-wesr Arabia where Cbristianity in its Monophysite form

became established was Najran. It is a point where two commercial currents from Yemen to

the Mediterranean and Iraq diverge.'

Muslim llistorians atd Sirah writers discuss the beginning of Christianiry in Nairan.

88.

I Aziz S. Ar;rya, A History of Eastern Cbrktianity,152.

2 
J. Spencer Trimiugham, Cbristi.anity among the Arabs, 289 '

I Richard 8e11, Tbe Oilgin of Islam, 32.

. Eusebius, Tbe History of the Church,rraos. G. A. V/illiamson (Loodon: Penguin Books, 1965)'213-14'

5 
J. Spcncer Trimingham, cbistianity among tbe Arabs,291; Also see, De Lacy O'Leary, History of Arubia before

Mtbammad,749.

6 
J. Spencer Trimiagham, Cbristianity among the Arabs,29l-92'

? [bid.,294.
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Al.Jabarirelatest.wotraditionsinthisregard.onetraditionthatcomesfrom\rahbb.

Munabbih(d.c.11aAH)stateshowaSyrianwanderingascetic,calledFaymiytrnfirstdme

iltroducedChristianitytotheidolatrousinhabitantsofNajranbydemonstratingmiracles.

Anotheraccount'derivingfromMuhammadb.Ka.bal-Quradi,attributestheinitial

conversion to a Na)r6ni called 
,Abd Auah b. al-Th-amir, converted ro Chrisdanity by the

abovementionedFaymiytrn.llbnQutaybahattributestheconversiono{theinhabitantso{

NairdntoamarrwhocamefromAlJafnah'thekingsofGhassan'rsomeotherArabic

traditionsrefertoaHimyaritekiogcailed.AbdKulelbeingconvertedbyaSyrian,whokept

his conversion secre!, but it was uncovered by his people who rebelled and killed the Syrian' 
r

Although,allabovementionedtraditionsdifferindetails,theyagreeinonething,thatis

chrisdaniry was first inroduced into Najran by the way of Syria, which consequently leads

onetoassumethattheNajriniChristianshadbeenadherentsoftheMonophysiteforrno{

Christianity,fortheMonophysiteFormulahadbeenmosdyadoptedbytheSyrianpeople

during the fifth and sixth centuries AD'

Nestorianchroniclers,ontheotherhand,attributethecotrversiono{Nairarupeople

to the effons of a Najranr merchant named Hannan or Hayydn, who had come into contact

withNestoriansinHrrahinthedmeofYazadgirdiI$.399-42aAD).onhisreturn,he

convertedhis{amilyandformedahouse.church.AuaderouteconnectedFlrrahwithNajran

anditseemsreasonabletosuPPosethatChristianirypasseddovrntothesouthbythisroute,

too., It is also assumed that Nestorian chrisdanity came into Arabia from Persia as a result of

sassanid cbristian persecuriotrs, notably in the reign of Shapur tr (r' 3i0-79 AD)' when

christian emigrants found a haven of Peace alnotrg the Arabs in adiacent provinces from 339

AD onwards. 
s

1 Muhammad b. Jarir el-{abari, Ta ri&}

l:43*33.

al-[Jmamwa'l'Muluk(Beirut:DIral-Kutubalillmifyah'1407AH)'

2 Ibn QutaYbah, al-Ma'arif,617 '

I 
J. Spencer Trimingham, Cbristianiry among tbe Arabs' 295'

' De Lacy O'Leary , History of Arabia before Muhammad' 137 ' 43 '

5 Aziz S. Atiya, A History of Eastem Chr*tianity' 258'

28



F\o

'\,.\
r\'
\\'

Muslim schoiars commooly iorcrlink the beginning of christia"iry io Najrin' the

persecutionoftheNalrlmChristiaosbyaJewish$imyaritekingDhuNuwasaround522AD'

andtheverses35:4-8intheQur,an'lThisPersecudonledtheAxumiteinvasionintoSourh

Arabia in 525 AD and subsequendy the rule of Dhu Nuwas carne to an end' 2

Someyearslaterin530ADAbrahah,anEthiopiangeneralachievedthesovereigntyof

HimyarandSaba',although,icknowledgingAxume'rThisEthiopianinrerruptionalsomay

have caused the dif{usion of Monophysite form of christianiry i-o South Arabia' for rhe

EthiopianswereadherentsoftheMonophysiteChurch.oltisevidentfromrhattheFlimyaritc

king refused to receive a bishop from the Melkite pariarch' lle wrote to Justinian (r' 527-65

AD)askingforaMonophysitebishopwhomtheHimyariteswouldbepreparedtoaccePt,but

Justinian refused and in consequence Yemenite christians experienced a shorrage of clergy'

Flowever,aftertwenty.fiveyears,theindigenouspriestsheldacouncilandchoseabishop

from among themselves't

ChristianirY in Hiiz:

ChristianitydidnotspreadiaHijezandNaidasmuchasitspreadin}firah,Ghassanide

dynasryr and Yemen. It found its way into this area through migradon' missionaries' slaves'

and trade. chrisdans were found in Bano Shayba$ one of them was d-Nabighah al-shaybani'

Some of Iyadi tribe vrere Christians such as Quss b' Sa'idah a1-Iyadr is usually noted' From

Thaqrf,Umayyahb'Abi'l-Saltandal-Harithb'KaldahadoptedChrisdaniry'ManyofTayy'

r For example, see, Mulrammad b. Janr al-Tabari, Ta'fikh al-t)mam ua 'l'Mnlah' 1:43s35' However' the

association of the beginning of christianity in Nairan with the persecution of Nairani people by Dhu Nuwis

around 522 AD should be questioned, for the other sources i-ndicate that the christians existed in this area long

before that date, as it has been mentiosed above'

'z J. Spencer Trimin gbaa, Cbrktianity atnong the Arabs' 299 '

r lbid., 300.

{However,ooeshou]dnotassumethattheAbysinianMonophysitismwouldhavebeencompletelyin

accordance with the syriaa or Alexandrian ooe, for the Abyssinians indigeoized the Monophysitism according to

theircustoos,nativetraditionsandcivilization.see,AzizS.Atiya,'4HistoryofEatemchristianity'157'

s 
J. Spencer Trimiogham, Chistianity among tbe Arabs' 302'
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professed christiaoity; one of them was 'Adr b' Hatim, who accepted Islam afterwards'1 It is

reponedthataChristiangraveyardwasalso{oundnearMakkahzwhichindicatesthe

existence of a Christian population there'

SomeArabictraditionsrevealthattheByzantinessoughttoextendtheirinfluenceto

Makkah and subsequently to the whole ol raLtaz oy Pruruuuub vrur

reported that ,uthman b. al-Huwayrith b. Asad b. Abd i:lJzzd'converted to Christianity r'
the whole of fl\az by Promotrng ChrisdanitY there, It ls

set our ro meet the Byzantine Emperor, and requested him: "If you give me a lerter Patent'

nomiaating me kiog, I shall force the Arabs to submit to you and to embrace your religion'"

Thereupon the Emperor wrote the desired letter, bestowed him a robe of honour' aad gave

him a mule with gilr saddle' 
*

Alrhough.UrhmdncouldnotcomplerehisplananddiedonthewaybacktoMakkah,

this radition reveals that the Byzantines enjoyed honour and respect among the Arabs of

Hijaz,especiallythoseofMakkah,insuchaw'aythatoneofthemsoughttheirhelptobe

nominared as a king over his people; that the Byzantines wished to include the territory of

Hiiaz to the sphere of their influence; and that they used the religion as a means to extend

their influence ro rhe Arabian peninsula,'However, despite the fact that inhabitants of

Makkah and,flijazhad relations with christians of Byzantium and Abyssinia and the irnpulse

of financial bene{its might have inspired some of them to accept Christianity' the indigenous

Makkaos, renounciug their paganism and embracing christianity, do not seem to exlst' at

least iust before the darvn of Islhm; they are certaircly rare' u

I Husayn al-'Odat, al''Arab al'NasZra, 47-50'

, Abu ,I,v,/elid Muhammad b. 'Abd Alleh al-Azraqi, Akhbar M$kkuh wa ma ja' fiha min al-Athar', ed Rushdl al-

$ali! Malhas @eirut: Dar al-Andalus, 1403/1983)' 2:298'

r Muhammad b. $abib, Kitab at.Muhabbar, ed. Anisah ilzah (I-ahore, Dar Nashr al-Kutub al-Isl'amiyyah' n d')'

t7t.
a Muhemmad Hamidullah, "Two Christians of Pre-Islamic Mecca: 'uthroao ibn al-Huwairith and lvaraqah ibn

N*tfal , Jo*rnal of the Pakistan Histoical Socitty' 6:2 (1958)' 98-99'

t ,Abd al-Rahman 6h1gxd $;lim, al-Muslimltn ua'l'Rum,50.

u Muhaomad Hamiduliah, "Two Christians of Pre-Islamic Mecca: 'uthman ibn al-Huwairith aod sflaraqah ibn

Naufal", 97; 'Abd al-Rahman At'mad Selim , al'Maslimitn wa'l-RAm' 52'
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Perhaps the most imporrant factor due to which the Makkans refrained from

con{essing christianiry vzas their consciousness of the importance of Ka'bah, which made

Makkah the most important centre of religion, politics, and economics in the Arabian

peninsula. It was not reasonable for them to abandon such a centre to accePt Christianity,

which would have made them subjecr to others instead of others being subject to them'

Moreover, rhe complicated discussions of cbristian theology and the puzzlingissues related to

fre divioe and human nature of rhe Messiah (peace be on him) did not attract the Arab

intellect which inclines naturally towards clariry and simpliciry. In addition to this, the Arabs

of liltiaz did not face those polirical and social circumstances, which were faced by their

counterparts in Syria. I '

Concludiog Remarks:

This shorr overview shows thar the Arab tribes were not confined to the Arabian Peninsulal

father they diffused inro Syria and Mesopotamia as well. They were in conslant contact with

the neighbouring nations and civilizatious, especially with the Romans, Persiaru and

Abyssinians. The neighbours always did their best to gain control over the Arabian Peninsula

directly if possible, or ar leasr indirectly, because of its commercial imponance.

h seems fiat Chrisrianiry began to spread amotrg the Arabs in the fourth and fifth

cenruries and to the end of the sixth century a great number of Arabs of Syria and

Mesopotamia as well as of Yemen had adopted Christianity. However, the situation of the

Arabs of Hijaz, which includes Makkah, was guite different. Although the Arabs of flijez had

commercial reladons with the Christians of Syria, Mesopotamia, Yemen and Abyssinia,

Chrisdanity could not make

slaves, foreigners, and some

certainly rare.

its room artrong them at a huge scale' It remained confined to

individuals, and conversion arnotrg the indigenous Arabs was

Christianiry penerrared into Arabia by missionary efforts in the first place. It is noted

that the Byzantine Empire and the Church used to assist these missionaries for political and

economic purposes, despite ecclesiastical disputations with them. The acceptance of

' 'Abd al-Ralrman Alrmad Salim, al'Muslimun ua'l'Ram,52-53'
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chrisdaniry by the royal {amilies of Byzantium, Abyssinia, and Ghassan might have impact

to some extent on the ardtudes of Arabs towards Christianity, for it is s'id: aL'nas 'ala fin

muluhihim(Public adopt the religion o{ their rulers)' Trade and christian slaves also played a

role in the spread of Christianity among the Arabs'

TheSyrianArabsweremosdyMonophysites/Jacobites;ontheotherhand,mosto[

the Mesopotamian Arabs adhered to the Nestorian church, although the existence of

Monophysitism cannor be denied. Since christianity was introduced to south Arabia from

Monophysite Abyssinia and Nestorian }fuah, both kinds of christianity coexisted there'

although, with an upper hand of Monophysitism. Besides these major ecclesiastical trends

some other Christian denominations also existed in Arabia in the course of history' but the

sources provide with too meager information about them to assess their influence among the

Arabs.

JL



CHAPTER ONE

THE CONCEPT OF THE hIJIL IN THE QUR'AN
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1. 1 Tr{E QUR'ANIC CONCEPT OF T}rE KrTAB

The term kitab addifferent derivatives of ia verb kataba occw frequently in the Qur'an'To

have a better understaoding of the Qur'enic concePt oi the Iniil' it is useful to understand the

Qur'lnicconcePtolthekiabfi"''btt"""rhelniilhasbeenconceivedasarevealedbookin

the Qur'ao.i

1. 1. 1 Erymology and Literai Meaning of the Kitib aud ir Variants

Thetermkitabisanirregularverbalnounlromhatabayahtubuwhichliterallymeansacto[

writing. 2 It also refers to a wrifieo thing' I Originally' khabah means compiling the words io

writing, however, sometimes it metaphorically signifies the orally compiled wor& as well'

That is why; the 
.\(ord of God was named kitab n 2..2 ald 19:30 though it had not been

written yet.'

According to Arthur Jeffery, the word appears to be

foundonlyasaborrowedtermi:rS.Semitic.Hedoubtlesslyexpressesthattheborrowingwas

fromAramaic.Heisalsooftheview*rattheborrowingmayhavetakenplaceatal-FJrra,

whence the art of wriring spread among the Arabs. , }Iowever, the Arab lexicographers

a N. Semitic develoPment and

{rom any othcr
consideritapureArabicwordandnevercharacterizeitasaborrowedone

Ianguage.

1. 1. 2 Some 6gf,gr Nlsanings of the Kitab and its Variants

Kitdbisalsousedasanounhavingtheconnotationofbook,sheer(sah;tfah)'letter'

deeds,andiuk-pot.6sometimesitmeansobligation(far{)'decree(bukm)'andfate

book of

(qadar).'

.119:l$ {ri 6k1 ;r{ir '$ti ir i:t }1j6} 
t

, Abt Fayd Muhaomad Munada al-Zabidi, T:aj al''I)rils min Jawdbir al'Qamas' ed' 'Ali Shayri @eirut: Dar al-

Fikr, 1414/1994), 2:3s1'

]Muha-.adA.laal.Thagawi,Kashsbaflgtal.latal.Flnfin(Lahore:SuhailAcademy,|4|3/L993)'z||242.

1 Abu ,i-Qesim al-Husayu b. Muhammad al-Reghib al-Asfaharu, at'Mufradat ft Gharib al'Qur'att' ed' Muhammad

Sayyid Kaylani (Beirut: Dar al-Ma'riffi' n' d')' 423'

t The foreign vocabulary of the Qur'dn'@xodt: oriental Institute' 1938)' 248-49'

t Muhammad b. Mukrao b' Manz[r' Lkan al-'Arab' 1:698:99'

7 Muhammad b. Ya'qlb al-Fayrawz'ibadi , al'Qamls aLMulit (Beirut: Dar Ihya' al-Tureth al-'Arabr' i412l1991)'
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TheverbkatabahasbeenusedintheQur,lntosignifyavarietyofmeanings.Sometimestt

exPresses the meaning of a focused inteo,don (al.mur-ad' al.mu,akkad).1 It signifies making

soraething obligatory (farfi onsomeone, as well as it denotes predestination such as in 9:5].]' 
o

1. 1. 3 Uses of the Kitdb in the Qur'6n

The rerm hitab atdits plural kutub occvt261 times in the Qur'an; mosrly in singular and only

sixtimesinplural.Itoccursl28timesinMakkiversesandl33timesinMadaniones.5

ThetermkitabhxbeenusedintheQur,intosignifyavarietyofmeanings,notonly

in describing the Qur'an itself but also in referring to eadier scriptures and to various othcr

meaosGodemploysindealiugwithcreation.usomedmestheintendedme,aningisclear,but

in other places, it needs exegetical considerations' In the latter case' the exegeses of al-Tabari (d'

310 AH) and al-Razi (d. 606 AH) have been consulred to define the meaaing, in this section, for

the {ormer represeots the raditionalist trend and t}e latter represents the radonalist one' The

l:279.

r"r!rincsyr(3:154){ailrr* 'iy'it3$$4.u3'!-t;1$:l 4'uu4*:ir-1:,il }iJ' 3}; ;;s ui':ASlq-r;t'J'}'

'158:21r (r +i itr 3' J:ji ur

&+lusil4.ll #g, glsl'.$v,1u| 1(2:1801 {ia!r,*,3');,A\ailll;Jl,.jl'*i',;li'o1lil ioi.;,ri; j:j;3ar

r:iJ.irr ..sr;Jir s*.&b.tr;1 julr 6+ 13$;€1t$1-,iJu,,4Ji.xl,F{'y-l.i,jr1iib112:1831 
4,r,,€uJ+;,:,1,

t4\, ]]ja\,-tu31q#,fiiYx4'.77t1i4:;r't|i;iltr4;i7ir3"S;1ul!iu;1i-'+'FJsFi'Jiil'Iec'5tt1ti'rt24'

:l),r,r j; cii tI r15:45y {Jpr;,I # .ur[ ,,0, ii1 (\.!L i v; i'r,B ,c * ii'*; vt :rr- d:]ti'P, ?t" e!''jr'' i1!'; jiti'r' ;ltir; ;rJu

'ji 
3ii' qc q4v) i* \;*tui ru' ctt'l :i1*r il # \tutl; v v'i)41 'iu;u G;i i\3 t#t bit r)" g [k; J+j' iti\t ir' ';\ u'o u"Ji t:;

'67:277 4.t;-n *'/'l:t i,l;\ *

.19: 5 I I {;,ipr ;fti: pr j4 tl'7 ;'r 6 Jlr ;< u i1 u; ;l yp'

.Abu,l.Qesimal-Huusaynb.Muhammadal-Raghibal.Agfahani,al.Mtlfradat|iGbanbal.Qur'an,424.

5 Mul,,ammad Fuwrd 'Abd 2l.-1,61$, at'Mtt'jam al'itfufaha li Alfa4 al'Qur'an al Kaim' hencefonh al'Mu'jam al'

Mufahras@eir,t:DarIhya,al-Turathal..Arabi,n.d.),592-g5.Itshouldbenotedthatinthepresentdiscussionai.

Mt'tjamal.MufabrabyMulammadFuwad.Abdal.BaqihasbeenmadeabasetoconsideranyverseMakkior

Madani.

, Daaiel Madigan, "Book', Jaue Dammen McAuliffe' gen' ed'' Encyclopaedia of the Qur'an' hcncelorth l-Q

i5

(Leiden, Brili, 2001)' 1:242'



terfl kifibalso has extensive menphorical uses, which lead to the conclusion that in the

Qur'6n it operates on several levels at once''

1. 1. 3. 1 Usage of the Kitab for the Qur'an

one of the most frequetrr uses ol rhe hitabis for the Qur'in itself as a scripture' It is one of the

namesoftheQur,in.2ItstandsfortheQur,dnaboutT3times;50timesinMakkiversesand

23 times in.Madaoi ones. It shows that the usage of the kitab for the Qur',an in Makki

revelations is much more frgquent than that of in Madam revelarions' It is' however'

noteworthythattherermhitabhadnotbeenappl.iedtotheQur'initselfuntilthenumberof

its swrahsand verses increased to be like a book. That is why; the Qur'an was first time called

hitab'nt sfirat al.A'raf,which was the thirty-eig hrh silrah according to the order of revelation''

\ilhentheterahitibisassociatedwiththeProphetMuhammad(peacebeonhim)or

with the Muslims, it absolutely signifies the Qur,an. It refers to the whole of the Qur'an as

well as to a parr of it. ' It is frequently stated in the Qur'an that the kitab has been revealed to

rhe propher Muhammad (peace be on him).t The Prophet (peace be on him) teaches t'he hitab

' Ibid.

, Alfalshr il-Tlea, al-Tafstr al-Kabir (C&o:Mu'assasat al'Matbu'at al-Islamiyyah' n' d')' Z:t+'

] .Abd at-Ra,uf al.Mi ;ri, Mtjam al.Qw'Zn @eiru:c Dar ai.Surur, 1167 / 1948) ' 
117 .

o Muhammad A'la al-Thanavri , Kashshaf lqpkt'at al'Funfin' 2:124?'

s Some verses of this category are:

11r rr3:7r {,,j!r 5uil13 Ai.r.'rri it t*i rui .1 +r:ir il+ iii ,;]jr ;l 13:31 J+jb it';]t siii;a;; o \!i\!; 3:i-r'' ;;<jr r+ Ji!

irfr 4, J5 ';,st lt: f: i u ':t*'1uG5 +r:li' 'iqr' $' i;irl r14:1051 '{u'v; ;e*{ 'ts 'j; or !i9i q 
"or 

;i; 5-r }! ;r-(i' uu1 uj;i

;p .,ii 7.jr r.A; *:: i.: isvtu; it, 'A u; tyr :t iil +i' 1,'; )r' * 'Ii 'si' 16it5 tr):jju rfi rti 'z+r' 
qii ce 114:1 131 +uJ+

.rr;..iqllsr,rir p,l;it it +6ir 3Utt:lil urlrt5:481 :qlr{t; t4i'1(js:z{ri&r:)t!i:-i}!'-,rtJr ra1 r:i;ipr14:1361 qr-''{!i;

51il:,rr ;! -,$irswys,jv'trl1128:86; 4u;@'*';*x;gi;bd;{1 -r:(r ci;rl ''*ir;iJu;}r116:641 6b;vtlqi

vt t,:tj U ,7y :l y;ti'i.tg.it#r:5 air; .r$ir raj! r:iil cu3;| 1129:451 4i"; o &'rtt' ';A lt Frt 5A\ ecs':it ; ;ii;iut

.i v.,:,r0rl ,:-. J s;j,;) 129.511 (l|'j r:A,shi';ii$ a. it *:b -P;],.t 'ttr;t$lel iJ& iiry :129:471 $l#fu {1 euti i+

{,Ftt #ii u; \i+ !4 Gg 

"p 
,;i t ,.1$ 15!rr c't *y P, qlit t)r 6ii ri$ 1135:31 1 4?l "* *u' iilr i1 ++ ':r 

tt l:t:; '6tr

' 
(21 1T 4! "; "'\:) 

r :I;l &r! ui i";''t i*\i'r5ir'1ji'5ijr Or! r 1l! ;zf | 1
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and the hikmahto his people.1 Surprisingiy, most o{ rhe surahs,beginni,.g with the Muqatta,at,

conrain the word kifib'tatheir introductory verses' referring to lhe Qur'an'in differenr ways

suchastheBookofguidancehavingoodoubt];theBooksentdowntotheProphet(peacebe

onhim),;theBookof.\fisdom5;aBook,withversesbasicorfundamental(ofestablished

meaning)u;theperspicuousBook,;aBoo[whereoftheversesareexplainedindetails;the

Book,;andtheRevelationlo.Even,sornesitrahslorhavingtheMu4atta,i,,containtheword

kitab,nfieirinroductoryverses'referringtotheQur'an'"Onsomeoccasiots'thekitab

\tu) is* ;t * f r: €;ui:;i ur) r12: 12$ {$ iitt ii Jt $l': 4': 44t i'ia-"' i}rr W ia' '& i*: r1; iil, tlrr I

'au-i'r*s,t. *1 * h'r-x':r-inr? g 1l l"-P'J-"lrr;1:j) 112:1511{il^i l'L| u'3i:-;1:<}',, -'3' '3!u-;'3i;''

? * .t i jr, *i:-l', ;utir ;:ilr 
"'.3- 

ii c';i ri* ,, iii 'i,-, #1i' I 5 69 9| r13: I 64r {;'- J.l; J :; :/ tK 'r11 
i3i'' ;r-$'

.162:2y .{;1. Ju

? Howwer, al-Tabari or rhe cxegetcs he has recorded' surprisiogly identify' in four cases' the kitib with the

previous revealed books especially the Tawrlh and the In)il' See the cooroentary of al-Tabari on the verses 2:2;

10:1; 13:1; aud 15'1' 
12:21{d4c$ xqn Y '"Ltir'ri,i (l) lr}' 

l

7;!t,t o.!x:it-q{iii l./g, 1117!}t13:31 {#l';l#' iili*:t'uqtti"):*\q$jtJIliti<2ti}l'pr7{1 
r!'j'itr1l11rsa

u;F,d.rqrr:iii;rrr)!(13:l)(''i.ii'i./f) F:l*9t'til"a\Jilu;i';:6i' sElillt'!r) 47:21 Qi,"'l.J'urtiv)4'-

tl4:tl {+'+r l't'''? Jt'it;)11 
"1' 

31 eurfu'

13r:21 {otr 75i;_ j : ;5;:; :;,

liii +ui (1) -r,) r127:t1 4*t lg:i'#ir 5qr ju 
'ttp 

126:27 {.."., "6j' 
3qi rrli (l) ';} r1t2:11 {+-',', v6i' !t-i i'r'li )r} 

/

'<44:2t 1i't''rui5 rll *| r143:21 4'9' -r:{i5 t I I '-b rt28:2r '{;lr -r''(lt

.14I :3I (il! va 9i tilii\iI i,'L!i iE 121 *.7r ;i;rr ;e ;yl t I I rn i

'tl 5: I I {;"' 'i 'Ji *ud' .,r;l rii; )rP '

;f.t,i,:ijrr:/qirli'(1)rl1140:2;@ry/'l':v 
.4,'U,1l;n-)1132:21{*jt'jr+;:v':+'':;'i'-,tti'')'lrlli'}'o

.<46:21{r$.tr 4t ril 3r r76ir.)'l 111 i'-} r145:21

(;rirrrluL+'ttt/;ri*u+6i' .rlr:i,l ri1 tll ,5.-j!'ptil 9*6jr (}l){18:ll {Y:'2nyii;ar53t*S"iii':it4:'i'}"
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referstotheeur,anbeingassociatedwiththeMuslimsl,thePeopleo[theBookr'oreven

other unbelievers' 
I

The Book relerring to the eur,an is a sure guidance, haviog no doubt' to those who

fear Allaho; it was sent in truth, confirming the scripture that came before it' and guarding it

insafety5;initareversesbasicorfundamental(ofestablishedmeaning);theyarethe

{oundadon of the Book, others are allegoricaiu; it is a (new) light and a perspicuous Book from

Allah,vrherewithAllahguidesallwhoseekHisgoodpleasuretowaysofpeaceandsafety,

and lea& them out of darkness, by FIis will, unto the lighq aad guides them to a parh that is

srraightT;itisfullofblessingss;itwasrevealedtoleadmankindoutofthedepthsofdarkness

i.ntolight,tomakecleartothemthoselhingsinwhichtheydiffer,explainingallthings,a

Guide,aMercy,andGladTidincstoMuslims,;theProphetft>eacebeonhim)wasdemanded

. t39:2 t

,13:791 {jpi # t':),6t iA; '# u il;Yi t;f#; 
'iI 

l.,i ? '}'t:'v *f A iht ;"!'i ' J;'::-'r<r irr uij ii P J6. L'* I

u,ri.:.;u ,F- b, +urj; ril ii .,r{ir a.!& l;j;} r14:1271 {:'r''r 'uJr;w ';. 
v6'jr; sj; J''vt i+ i;ir n'Jt 't-!r g ;'t''il':-'"i

'135:291{;'3i!iitf,i'i';\rz't,-{6;ng!:ii;;'}--srr;69ir-r:fcii;.,Ir3$'i14:140;41'Yri!;ri,i-i;)r

air 3L-il1h112:891 {i;(jr ,r'ir Af '",'vs$?up;er:ii "isUi"Pl+*:''F'v'tis;'#e'}i-4rr 
t+:v+r.Sruui6:

,62,* li f l? r*i v4'u:,i g ft tE "€r:;arl*i {ror *,5i'c'-} 12:1161 \;; 'ir':+ d :16lr o- t}i:,it i"-iti't;itu -r4t 17

.15: I 5r '{i:+ 56" ji 3t ,.

,;;rcri) t17:52y\::1-llr;i,t.,.ri5ar.**'*'v4#r-'':1;)116:12141 {-"-rr {at +6j' #t j-l+ltttu3;ii'irr ;1}i
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ro recite from ttre Book revealed to him as well as to relate in it the srories of the prophets and

the righteous personsl; and, lasi but not least, it is a Book of exalted power' sent down during

a Blessed Night. r

1. 1. 3.2 Usage of ttre Kitib for the Tawreh

The Qur'an refers to the Tawrah as a kitab about 45 times; 13 times in Makki verses and J2

times in Madani ones. It is evident that proportion of the Book as the Tawrih in Makki and

Madam verses is reverse ro thar of it as the Qur'ao. It is frequeutly said that Allah gave the

prophet Musa ftreace lg 6a him) the kitab.{ Jews study it5; some o{ them only believe in a part

of. r.he kitab and reiecr the rest6; soEe of them throvr away the kitab ol Allah behind their

backs, as if (it is somethiag) they do not knov/; there is among them a secdon who distort the

kiteb with rtreir tonguess; they make it into (separate) sheets for show, while they conceal

(B;c<;q1ii;.,.l tl??v6itg.;ii5|t129:451 (lir ''r5lr b6'oiu$rlrrl8:l7r!'Jr 4J:J'lut;;url ;-juy5*l
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much (of its contents)'; however, as to those who hold fast by the kitab and establish regular

prayer,their reward would never be suffered to perish2; the kitab of Musa (peace be on him)

which helps ro make things clears is a divine book, completing (divioe favour) to those who

q/ould do right, and explaioing all things in detaila, a light, mercy, and guidance to humaniry

especially ro the Children of Israel.s Al-Raghib al-Asfheni, while commenting on the verse

2:53 says that the Tawrah has been called kitab, because it contains the commandments. 
('

'W'hen the kitab is mentiotred in a general phrase such * abl al'kitab, (the People of the

Book), allad.hin util'l-bifib (those who have been given the Book), alladbin utu nasiban min al'

kiub fthosewho have been given a portion of the Book), alladhtn ataynahum al'kitab (those to

whom We have given rhe Book), alladbtn yaqra'un al-bitab (those who read the Book), and

alladbin ArithA'l-hitab (those who have iaherited the Book) etc. it may refer to the Tawrah or

the Injil, or both of them.' It is the context of tle verse or lhe occasion of the rcvelation that

defines the intended meaning in such cases.

1. 1. 3. 3 Usage of the Kitab for the Iniil

In conrrasr ro the Tawrah, tht Injil alone has been referred to by the kitab oniy on four

occasions; once in a Makkr verse and thrice in Madam ones.s

t. L.3.4 Usage of the Kitab for both the Tawril and the injil

The most frequent usage of the kitab in the Qur'io as referring to the previous scriptures is o[

.<6:9 I I {c!r $ i&i 4 :4 i+r} | *} e4 sri'i rr},r r' r :l; ., rjr i/4ir iii U i}i t
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6 Abu ,LQesim d-Huusayn b. Muh-ammad al-Reghib al-Asfehrnir al-Mufradatfi Gbanb al-Qur'nn, 425.

'Ibid.
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referring to both the Tavrrih and the Ini-il. It refers to both of them about 48 times; seven

times in Makki verses and 41 times in Madam ones. It is noted, however, that the kitlb mostly

refers to both Tawrih and Iuiil when it is made a part of a phrase referring to the People of

rhe Book. Moreover, such phrases are mostly used in Madani verses and their mentioning in

Makki verses is very rare. For'i-ostance, the term abl dt-kilab has been mentioned 31 times in

the Qur'an, but it has only once been used in the Makki verses.' The term alladhn Atn 'l'

hitab/nasiban min al-bitab has occurred 21 times in the Qur'an, but it has only rwice been

used in the Makki verses as well as the terrn alladhtn Ztaynahum al'hitab has been mentioned

six dmes out of eight in Madani verses.' I{owever, the phrase alladhln ir.tu 'l''ilm (those upon

whom knowledge has been bestowed) has been slightly more frequeot in Makki verses than in

Madaru ones; five times i-n Makki verses and four times in Madani verses, I but it does not

necessarily refer to the people of the Book.

1. 1. 3. 5 Usage of the Kiteb for the Revealed Scriptures in a General Sense

Besides referriag to some specific revealed scriptures, ttre kimb and its pluril hutub also refer

to all or some revealed scriptures in a general sense.n It happens in Makki verses 17 times and

in Madam verses 12 times. The real righteousness is to believe in Allah, the Last Day, thc

Angels, the Books and the Messeogers: "It is not righteousness that you turn your faces

towards easr or west; but it is righrcousn€ss to believe in Allah and the Last f)ay, and the

1 Muhammad Fuwad 'Abd a1-Baqi , al'Mu'jam al'Mufahras,95-96.

zlbid., 9-11.

)Ibid., 11.
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Angels, and rhe Book, and the Messengers."l Muslims believe in all revealed books: "The

Messenger believes in what has been revealed to him from his Lord, as do the men of faith'

Each one (of them) believes in Allah, His angels, His books, and His aposdes'"2 Those who

disbelieve in the revealed books are far from the right path: "Any who denies Allah, His

angels, l{is Books, His Messengers, and the Day of Judgment, has gone far, far astray'"l Some

people dispure about Allah without the authoriry of any revealed book "Yet there is among

men such a one as disputes about Allah, without Knowledge, without Guidance, and without

a Book of Ealightenmeat."o The Prophet (peace be on him) is demaoded to believe in every

book revealed by Allah: "but say: 'I beiieve in the Book which Allah has sent' doo'n''"'The

Prophet is also advised to ask the unbelievers to bring a revealed kitab as a proof for their

beliefs: 
,.And say: 'Do you see what it is you invoke besides Allah. show me vrhat it is rhcy

have created on earrh, or have they a share in the heavens bring me a book (reveaied) before

rhis, or any remnanr of knowledge (you may have), if you are telling rhe ffuth!'."6 So ir is

evident thar in Qur'anic conrext the kitab also refers to revealed books in a general sense and

as a scriptural evidence.

l. L. 3. 6 usage of the Kitab for al-Lawh al-Mahfiz (Preserved Tablet)

It is commonplace in Near Eastern religions that God keeps both an inventory of everything

. creared as well as a detailed record of all human deeds. The Qur'an addresses its hearers as

though they are quite familiar vzith these ideas. 
T Accordingly, the Qur'an uses the term kitab

to refer to al-huth al-mahfiz @reserved Tablet)8 about 24 times; 15 times in Makki verses and
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nine times in Madani ones. It mainly refers to al'lawb al'mahfazwhen it has association vrith

the divine knowledge. Every thing has been inscribed n a kitab mubin' "vith Him are the

keysoftheunseen,IhetreasuresthatnoneknowsbutHe'Heknowswhateverthereisonthe

earth aod in the sea. Not a leaf does {all but with His knowledge; there is not a grain in the

darkness (or depths) of the eanh, aor aaything fresh or dry (green or withered)' but is

(inscribed) in a clear book.,1 Allah has the knowledge of the previous generatioos recorded in

a kitab: ,,(Pharaoh) said: ''what then is the coodition of previous generations?' He (lt4usa)

replied: .The knowledge of that is with my Lord, duly recorded: my Lord never errs, nor

forgets,.,, In this cotrrexr, it alio refers to the predestination.3Some times it is referred to as

umrn al-kitab: "Allah does blot out or conlirm what He pleases: with FIim is the Mothcr of

the Book."''

ETS,[g,theQur,Ensays..eachthingweenumeraleas[orin]akitab,,5andal-Tabarr

appen&totheversebywayofelaboradon..i$number,i$amount,anditsextent_[he

knowledge of (*y) thing does not escaPe us". This might suggest that al-Tabari considers

kitab merely as a metaphor for Allah's knowledge. However, from his commetrts elsewhere

on Allah,s knowledge, it is quite evident that he is not speaking metaphorically' For example'

in 15.116 where rhe Qur'an states that the length or shortness of a person's life is in a kitab is

explained by al-Jabari as 'it is in a kitab with Allah, written which he computes and knows"''
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L.1.3.7 Usage of the Kitab for the Record of Deeds

The kitab has also occurred to stand for the record of deeds. It refers to it 20 times but never

il Madaor verses. Although the record of deeds is often spoken of as a single entityl' rhe final

judgment is pictured as one in which each persou wiil be handed the kitab detailing his or her

deeds. 
..Then he rhat will be given his Record in his right hand will say: 'Ah here! Read you

my Recordl, ,2.And he that will be given his Record in his left hand, will say: 'Ah! \(ould

that my Record had not been given to me!' 'r The record of the wicked people is preserved in

sijjii aswell as the record of the righteous ones is preserved in''illiyyin'a Sijfin arld'illiyyin are

fully inscribed registers.' In another place, there seems to be a separate kitab fior each nation: u

"Every sect will be called to its Record'"'

1. 1. 3. 8 Some Rare Uses of the Kitdb in the Qurian

Apart from above menrioned, the tetm hiub has also occasionally occurred in thc Qur'an to

signify a number of other meanings such as a le$ers, an act of writing" a manmade bookro,

eur,inic themes or verses", a verbal noun to emphasize (masdar li'l-m'htd)','iddah $egal

Muhammad shekir @irur: Der I!ya' al-Turith al-'Arabi, t421/2001),22:146; Herben Berg' 'Tabari's Exegesis

of the Qur,anic Term zl.Kit-ab", Joltmal of American Academy of Religion,6l:4 (1995),761-6+.
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period of retiremeot assigned to a widow or divorced woman before she may marry again) of

a *orna[', atr agreement bemreen a master and his slave to enable the slave to earn his freedom

for a certain sumi (mukatabah)n, and a term of times.

1. 1. 4 Synonyms of tie KitEb Used io the Qur'an

A common synooym of the kitab in the Qur'an is lahifab (sheet), used only in plural (:"bufi.

1 occurs seven rimes io Makki verses and only once in Madam ones.'It refers to some of the

saple meanings for which the term kitab has been used in the Qur'an such as the previous

revealed scripruresT especially of Ibrilim and Musa (peace be on both of them)8; al-laub al-

rnallfa{;records of the deeds of human beings'o; and the Qur'ant'.

Another synonym of the kitdb is the Zabur. Its plurai zubur has more frequently been
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used in the Qur'an.' The literal meaning of rhe Zabur is a written thing, from zabar al'kitab

ro mean writiog a book.3 In the Qur'anic context, however, it refers to a specific book

revealed to the Prophet Dawiid (peace be on him)r; the records of the deedst; and most

frequently to the previous revealed scripturess.

I Mu!'ammad Fuwad'Abd oJ-Beqi, *l"Mu'jdm aLMufrtra, 329-10.

,'Abd AUah b. Muslim b. Qutaybah, Tafsir Ghanb al.Qar'an, ed. Ahmad $aqar (o. p.: Dar Ilrya' al-Kutub al-

'Arabiyyah, 137 8/ 1958), 37.
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L.z THREE-FoLD TYPoLocY oF THE wJtr -ru,rATED YERSES

The word Iojil occurs twelve times in the Qur'an. It has mosdy been mentioned in Madani

revelations aad the only exceptioo,is oL7:157, which is considered a Makkt verse. Moreover, it

is noted that the occurrences of this word in the fifth sBrat al-Ma'idah - that is five times -
are considerably more frequent than any other surah. 1 In the following lines the lnjil-related

verses and their English ransladon are beiag presented. These verses can be characterized to

be of three-fold rypology.

Firsdy, those verses which indicate that Allah revealed/taught/gave or will teach the

Injil to rhe Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him). Those verses which mention the Injil as a revealed

book without referring to the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him) should also be counted in this

class. Such verses, it seems, speak about the original In.iil of the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him),

and do not refer to the Christian Canonical Gospels, because according to both the Christians

and the Muslims rhe Canonical Gospels were not revealed to the Prophet 'isa (peace be on

him); rather they are the product of his disciples and the disciples of his disciples. It should

also be noted that this is the dominatrt category of the Injil-related verses.

.r4.;3J+;<31 ';jjgirlriiii*.j;:x?C:d9\cr5i,otrtJiQ)i;lt'il'it^rt:i.irr1llirp, 1.2. 1

.13:41 (,':;:r ,\ '7i litri'+* i"e $ 1ir' +ug ,ys ;ti";:y tuTl;r iiii

A. L. M. Allah! There is no god but He, - the Living the Self-Subsisting, Eternal. It is

'Who sent down to thee (step by step), in truth, the Book, confirming what went before it; and

FIe senr down Law (of Moses) and the Gospel (of Jesu$ before this, as a guide to mankind,

and He sent down the criterion (of judgment berween right and wrong). Then those who

reject Faith in the Signs of Allah will suffer the severest penalry, and Allah is Exalted in

Might, Lord of Retribudon.

.<3:a8l (J+jf irr1ti,"4{tt,lA 
"!w-1\ 

l. 2. 2

And Allah will teach him the Book and Wisdom, the Law and the Gospel.

.13:55y (,ila- >r:r ,X uitltiitiigrh +iilvj i4r;lJ-'ot:.riX ,r$jt #i,;F t. Z. I

I Muhammad Fuwtd 'Abd al-Baqi, al-MaJam al-Mafahras,688.
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Ye People of the Book! s(rhy dispute ye about Abraham, when the Law and the

Gospel were rot revealed dll after him? Have ye no understanding.

,s'"ti il,:lt u l.-E &, r:t G|*ti ili s4 1+ 'yi!t tggi, i\iro. *k 'i{. \..G!r.-, ?7 i.t '-4j Aci & r*ib l' 2' a

.g:a61gti44ri

And in their foorteps'We sent Jesus rhe son of Mary, Conlirming the Law that had

come before him: We sent hip the Gospel: therein was guidance and lighq and confirmation

of the Law that had come before him: a guidance and an admonition to those who lear Allah.

irdr r-t"l! i! X5; +.l -"yaflr;k ,.rA o_ zgrili l1.:.r;i'Jr; &S it* ;f f"i? r;t ,rr+ q rlr Jri lt*, 1. 2. S

.15:110y 4*l'* {r r.i^r i1;+! VF li,i6 *4\#-\1i:L ye\6 rrK

Then will Allah say: 'O Jesus the son of Mary! Recounr my favour ro thee and to thy

morher. Behold! I strengthened thee vrith the holy sprit, so that thou didst speak to the people

i-u childhood and in maturity. Behold! I mught thee the Book and wisdom, the Law and the

Gospel. And beholdl Thou makest out of clay, as ir were, the figure of a bird, by My leave,

and thou brearhest into it, and it becometh a bird by My leave. And thou healest those born

bLind and the lepers by My leave. And behold! thou bringest fonh the dead by My leave. And

beholdl I did restrain the ChiJdren of Israel from (violence to) thee when thou didst show

them the Clear Signs, and the unbelievers among them said: 'This is nothing but evident

magic.'

;1*ut::<uurL'&t4.,,;55titiir:$r,itftbO.ttr;'*iitt.ii.;it;*, .;:(*ie.fi*c!;?b t'Z'A

.<57:271(b;.ri &){t #,1;ay,i 3,;1ti.tV9',irv,F rt ii .ir11i iu;r i1

Then in their wake, 'We followed them up with (others of) Our aposdes: 'We sent after

them Jesus the son of Mary, and bestowed on him the Gospel; and !(re ordained in the hearts

of those who followed him Compassion and Mercy. But the Monasticism which they

invented for themselves, \7e did Dot prescribe for them: (\?'e co--anded) only seeking for

rhe Good Pleasure of Allah; but they did not foster as they should have done. Yet 
.We

bestowed, on those amotrg them who believed, their (due) Reward, but many of them are
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rebellious trans gressors.

secondly, the verses in which Allah enjoins the christians to judge by what He

revealed in it, or rebukes them for not having stood fast by it. Muslim scholars are of different

views abour whether the Christians Eentioned in such verses are of the period of the Prophet

Muhammad (peace be on him) or are those who passed away prior to him. The intended

meaning differs in either interpretation. This issue would further be discussed in section 3.4 lz

sha Allah.

.<5:47,1 {itr;nat ;t ,*}s'it:t ti V{e{ Vi *'it' jii rl; pjr X;i $4;b l' 2' 7

Let the People of the Gospel Judge by what Allah hath revealed therein. II any do fail

to judge by (the lighr of) what Allah harh revealed, they are (no better than) those who rebei.

4!,|4y;?&'#ii''rti"riiLWi*rte:t'3,5k\!-;:r&\iiiui'*ii'iit;rt;uiralii\' l'2'8

.t5:661

U only they had stood fast by the Law, the Gospel, and all the revelation that was sent

to them from ttreir Lord, they would have enjoyed happiness from every side. There is from

amotrg them a parry on the right course; but many of them follow a course that is evil.

\:\4,t-tj:ta!ijiu'r+,.#l'',,.{t#;:"#tiirui'Slj5i5;xtt;4:,;;ri?*ti:i6';Fiv-$P t.2.9

'15:68; {;'-;ti:ir A * $ * W

Say: "O People of the Book! Ye have no ground to stand upoo unless ye stand fast by

rhe Law, the Gospel, and all the revelation that has come to you from your Lord'" It is the

revelation that cometh ro rhee from the Lord, that increaseth in most of them their obstinate,

rebellion and blasphemy. But sorrow'thou not over (these) people without Faith'

Thirdly, there are verses in which the Iniil has been mentioned as containing a

prophecy, promise and similimde which have been referred to in the Qur'an. In this kind of

verses, rhe Inj-rl besides referring to the original hi-d may refer to the existing Cbrisdan

Gospels, too, especially ia the verse (7:157) which iadicates that the People of the Book find

the Prophet Muhammad (peace be sa him) mentioned in the Injil.

+6t {! '1.i.,, f$t q' i\*.1 iilu l?u ,Fiti ,uP, A.i* \& 4s4,s t {Sr {r i*) tr:+ 3,lrpt. z' to
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{rr',U:jr # t$ '* jii ,ilt itlt t #ti lrioi ti;ei .",*i O.ic e*:jrr jr if(i5 r'',.\ # 'C;.i e:)+' W i?-t

.<7:157>

"Those who follow the Apostle, rhe unlemered Prophet, whom they find mentioned in

rheir own (Scripcures); - in the Law and the Gospel; for he commands them what is iust and

forbi& them what is evii: he allows them as lawful what is good (and pure) and prohibits

them from what is bad (and impure); he releases them from their heavy burdens and from the

yokes that are upoo them. So it is those who believe in him, honour him, help him, and

follow the Light which is sent dowtr with him, it is they who will prosper-"

i,.)t: ,)+i,i 'eUitr q& :* ti,i ':,rt,iii iiltii1 ,iit E C:,*.q. 'iLt { 3L. {g\ ;a,:i ;^+ytt .r- s';)t '^\' i1},1. 2. i 1

' 
.<9:1111 {ig-rl' j;rr' * t[ti *,nu o$ 1k4.',',;::-; is' U.,+*,s:i vi

Allah hath purchased of the beiievers their persoos and their goods; for theirs (in

rerurn) is the Garden (of Paradise): they fight in His Cause, and slay and are slain: a promise

binding on FLim in Truth, through the Law, the Gospel, and the Qur'an: and who is more

faithful to FIis Covenant than Ailah? Then rejoice in the bargain which ye have concluded:

that is the achievement supreme.

;iuiyria.st:+ r1'r2rijntaJ;4t#t'g'-v,&,lY;#LViilAt*L,bia,t$t;rtt!;ii3\1.2.12

rrli *it rtt le5 fiKr '€, tel {}r t -r4 yr * srts 'Et:;\1 ai6 tV 'd" 6f ,Fit q 4ts't ;5i::t 4. ;i:: t4i 6:l

. q48:291 4Y+ r;i ;'i:" i+ *$fa tS;-,

Muhemmad is the Apostle o{ Allah; and those who are with him are srrong against

unbelievers, ftut) compassionare amongst each other. Thou wih see them bow and Proslrate

. themselves (in prayers), seeking Grace from Allah and (!Iis) Good Pleasure. On their faces are

their marks, (being) the rraces of their prostration. This is their similitude in the Taurat; and

rtreir sinilitude in the Gospel is: Like a seed which sends forth its blade, then makes it strong;

it then becomes thick, and it stands oa its own stem, (filling) the sowers with wonder and

delight. As a result, it fills the lJnbelievers with rage at him. Allah has promised those among

them who believe and do righteous &eds Forgiveness, and a great Reward.
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1.3 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE tr\JIL AS MENTIONED IN THE

QUR'AN

Ir has already been mentioned in the previous section that the word Injil has occurred twelve

times in the Qur'an. It must be noted that the Q*'* has always mentioned the word Injil in

singular form and never used irs plural, although it seems that the plural form of the Injil was

not unfamiliar to the Arabs of that time.t The Qur'an, however, does not always refer to the

Injil by using its proper name, for some rilles ir is dso referred to by the word Kitab, as it has

been discussed in the first section of this chapter.

The Qur'an menriors the Injil with the same reverence as all other divine books'

Many characteristics and atributes of the Injil have been stated. Since it seems helpful to

discuss them to clarify the Qur'anic concept of the Iniil, they will be briefly discussed in the

following lines.

The first rhing that strikes the mind of every person who reads the Injrl-relarcd vcrses

of the Qur'an is that it mosdy accompanies the Tawrih and'always comes alter it. Iiight timcs

out of twelve, it immediarely follows the Tawrih. It reveals the close relation berween them

and that both belong ro the same divine source. It may also indicate that the Iniil descended

after the Tawrah and complemented it, as the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him) states somewhere

else in the Qur'nn that he has come to confirm the Tavrrih and to make lawful to the

Israelites part of what was before forbidden to them.2 This view may also have been

supported by "Jesus's statemeot that he came no! to destroy the Torah but to fulfill it

(Matthew 5:15)".3

The Injrl is a revelation given and taught by Allah to the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on

I See, Ahmad b. 'Abd al-lfahhab il-Nuwayri, Nihayat al-Arab fi Funun al-Adab @eirur: DIr al-Kutub al-

'Ilmiyyah, 1424/2004),15:88; Muhammad b. YUsuf al-selihi al-Shami, Subtl aLHdn ua 'l'Rashad Ji Sirat Khayr

al-'lbad, eds. 'Adil ahmad 'Abd al-Mawjud and'Ali Muhammad Mu'awrpid @eirut: Der al-Kutub al-'Ilmiyyah,

142812007), L:fia.

.<3:50y {,rj.pi drr 5it''nK" :, t-y €.-;'to i; .ti, ir 5:'5.=\1 :vgt r #j,j -ii ! d:#,; r

r Muhammad Abu Laylah, Tbe Qur'an and the GoEels: A Comparative Study, hencefonh The Qur'an and the

Gospels (Cairo: El-Falah for Translation Publishing, 1998), 143.
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hi*). h was a facr of such an importance thar Allah declared it to his Mother Maryam (peace

be on her) even before his birth,' as well as it was one of those facts which he revealed before

the kraelites in his cradle.2

The iniil is guidance for human beings. It is significant that the Injil has twice been

attributed as being the guidance in the verse (5:a6). In the same verse, the Qur'an characterizes

it with three other remarkable attributes; light, confirmation of the Tawrah that had come

before it and admonition to lhose who fear Allah. ' It may be convenient to quote the

commenrs of the classical exetere Fakhr al-Din al-Razl on the above-mentioned attributes of

the Injil,

... the Injrl is guidance, for it contains the proofs ofthe Oneness and Exaltation (tanzih) ol

Allah; o{ }Iis Exonerati ot (barA'ab) from having wife, son, similar, and opponent (QidQ; end ot

the prophethood and the Hereafrer. This is the meaning of its being guidance. It is a light, for it

explains the commandments of the Shdrt'dh and the details of the injunctions Qakalifi. However,

irs confirmation of vrhat had,come before it may denote that it contains the prophecies about the

prophethood of Mufammad (peace be on him) and his advent. It has been described as guidance

again, for its prophecies about the advent of Muhammad (peace be on him) cause the people to be

led to (the belief in) the prophethood of Muhammad (peace be on him). Since this is the real bone

of conrention berween the Muslims and the Jews and the Christians, Aliah the Exalted repears it

again to remind that the Injil clearly indicates to the prophethood of Muhammad (peace be on

him). Subsequently, it is the guidance in this matter, which extremely needs elaboration and

ascertainmetrt. It is, however, an admonition, because it contains forceful and emphasized advices,

admonitions and rebukes (al.zawajir). Since ooly those who fear Allah profit by the admonition,

it has beeq specified with them, as the same in (,i4u lJnb Q2):

The Qur'an introduces Christiaos as a religious group by using an Injil-related phrxe

.<3:48;(3;1ir:1pyti;)-ti*t$jrltaildl\5f'4:!iihGVrJ;*61:r:lu.!i4'.1rr .:.r.t.ilJE';, r:-iitiirJSr*ii :,,ij6}'

.119:301 dE u,.i*i -r"(r rrr Jr lu,91 jrja r

.15:461 ,\;$4'itt",';3,s1'i,ii\91 A,;s-6t;t.GL;iii5.r3*;pijr Euii;\'ptUi.r.Ji4t|-?;;r;*:+,ui *u#ii'

'Al-Fakhr al-Razl al-Tafsir al-Kabtr, 72:9.
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ahl al-In1il I while it never etrrirles the Jews es ahl aLTawrab or Muslims x ahl al'Qur'an' lr

demands from rhem to iudge by what Allah revealed therein, and entitles them rebels (a/'

fisiqun), if they fail to do so.' The Ini-rl provides the guarantee of securing plenty of divine

blessings !o those who stand fast by it, I but on the other hand, rhose who do not stand fast by

it do not have any religious ground ro stand upoq the Qur'an declares.'

According to the Qur'an, another important feature of the Injil is that it contains the

testimonies and the prophecies about the prophethood of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be

on him), 5 the similitude of his companions, 6 and a specific promise made by Allah for the

believers. '
It is noted that most of the characteristics of the Injil are shared by the Qur'an as well.

For.instance, like the Injil the Q*'an is also a revealed book;8 it has been characterized as

light,' guidancelo and admonition;" it confirms the revealed books that had come before it. r?

As the Injil foretells about the Prophet Mu[ammad (peace be on him) and conrains the

.6:47t 1,t7t + .ir jll ,, l+i,Y, 3-lti '

. .(5: a7y,{3,lnutt'; tti,i:'ittt 31i t,{li Ui e Or jji r:11air Jri 5;j;i '

.<5:66y {il-a u zv;,il';d5i:;,t.1 'i *i * :rt C| :/.tF\ l; u;41 ..)ji t'; pr', iliF' i.:[i #i !,; '

.t5:681 dri:r '53i U'r*ll .li'i u;'1-ji'idi:S' t.j ;= ,;3 :::'L -,,(lr $i ! J;i' 
i

.t7:157r {lvrilu yj5a1'S' a.i;'", \;k';'].u-.t-jr ;:!i i3r 
j;1 j/;;il} '

ciibi,y:AO.iilrruj i-!t'l;r-iintA.!4tr'*6ittr;aJxii.'--t!,:.-&,'it;';#i'.t4s13tty;r;!:ic;;,'-$','!i.,te!pb

.148:29y \u4z yii l;* ii. etusr g4i rpl :r$t '1r 'n't :&it is J;+) ttlt t--4 vi * ,s;:v 'tii'tt; tiit lii:' 6*i gf J+ j'

l6;,i-rj rirr u .-t4 o;l Vi ,)\rt,i Ei,i;UF' ,:. d- ;;z r:t4 il3,l tlha in E r. r$.A i:';r ! t\ {Vti '-i' '"i i^"]ullt;. .'sp' 'ir' 
3!9 '

.<9: 1 1 1 1 {;+ir ;jrr, ;r .l,r .r,i-'rr; +-rir 5';

.13:7y (rr'$;qc.i.l 71i r6:trri'; Lvs.i Lu|.:, ;,r;ir.:r:i-a iii +ir ;,lF 
I

't5:151 {!+ l'r<'; ;l irr ; S';u 'ii} '

.116:8$ {a+-il 6},;|i1 ,sn3 t* J! dq; ;uir:-r;; r:}';;} t0

. .110:57> {:**l?;:l.ni )t3:.rt a.4iti+i $t; a+* t:*- .,r 
"'ritr 

qij r:} 1r

.15:481 {r.rr su u4i 14t;r,,;a;1 4 tl.-l i+9 ;u(jr gul glir; tr
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similitude of his companions and promises made by Allah for the believers, the Qur'an, too,

meotions the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him) as a highly resPected prophet;' it refers to his

disciples and quotes their conversations;2 and it mentions the promises made by Allah for

ttrose Christians who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and work righteousness'' Th"

Tawrah also shares many atffibutes with the Injil. I

i';, i* iirtt <32tW UV. ,#i; Ol.Ufi; 13ll(; r;rvt1ltiir:rq op;i; ik u Aie,S #i1301 rI qi;; +6it sti 'itr .u; il Jtib I

.tl9:341 (ii;i r+ .r $ ;J:'il ?r iit,:-- r41 133r i; Lai i;i Lii i'ri, Ln;

Jiii ,t,,h' i ul,,t*, ,Str-:t- J ff) 1(3:52) {i#:.1 e! .i'f t4 t'; 31 3u;1 3i iirS}r i6 ,rr il 'rru-i;7 
je $r .i! "-7 3-i ri;}']

.J*'n,.Jlj$i lbt9,,iS{rirrrfr i6r,-'r.zicu*,#nA'i*'h(}itG-tuiei2r}r ju!1 1ll11i;grri! '';tt't'3ttt*

.15: t 1 31 (,.;"1Lrr ; 4a :t f: i e::* LJ :li l:,:; ta;J'#i \n'

.12:6\ {3}rl ;i i5 i4L 3'; it l.t + it}i '# qv" 'P3 s\t 1i5 lU :t U lce,e)ti c;t:-)t2 rriu i.iri Fi ;iir ;l} r
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The Qur'an accePts

same divine souice

1.4 QUESTION OF THE CORRUPTION

the Tawrih and the Injil as genuioe diviae scriptures revealed from the

as the Qur'aa itself aud brought by true messengers to both Jews aod

christians respectively.l The question of the corrupdon of the exisring biblical texts, howeve!,

is a major bone of contentioo amotrt the three cornmunities; Jews, Christians, and Muslims'

There has always been heated discussion abour this topic' 2

Muslims and the $Testern scholars of Islam alike commonly refer to a serics of vcrses in

the Qur'an when rhey discuss the issue of. the tabrtf. A tonl of 25 verses from the Qur'an are

associated with this accusatiotr, These may be called the 'tampering' verses because the

tarnpering is an elastic term which can include a vide variery of actions.r

Of the terms related to "distortion" and "corruption" o[ the text used in the Qur'an,

the popular Muslim view takes the derivatives of the term tahrif as the basis of its instance on

the deliberare falsification of Tawri.h atd Infil by Jews and Christians, resPecdvely' 
o The term

tahrif may be defined as "corruption of a document, whereby the original sense is altered. It

may happen in various ways, by direct alteration of the written rcxt, by arbitrary alcerations

in reading aloud the text which itself is correct, by omitting parts o{ it or by iuterpolations or

by a wrong exposition of the true sense.r'5 There are four Qur'anic verses which use

derivatives of. the term tahnf.

The Qur'an criticizes the believers for hoping that those Jews, a party among whom

(t i, ;*i?r1l -& $rr) 115:441 {a,-vr fii sti t* l5;.irr r.:l;i [1] ql7:2t 4]4 as, ii,tlr.4: $ #'-l*j .;3 ir:i;;; ',r:i' ;v uili '

.t5:461 {;r+::il 
'u''}ti 6ri,i.tPt t 4s.;;.'a $':,t;1i'3 a- + 3'*!r lu:i;;5ijjr i {i:q Jai Ll d:u'

2 Muhammad Abu Laylah, The Qur'an and tbe Gospels,773.

I Gordon Nickel, 'Early Muslim Accusati ou of. Talnif, Muqatil ibo Sulayman's Commentary on Key Qur'anic

Verses", ed. David Thomas, Th Bible in Arab Chnstianity (Lei&n: Brill, 2OO7), 207. G. Nickel counts a totai of

25 Qur'ao.ic verses associated wirh the accusation. However, it seems rhar it is not a hard and fast counting, for

the number of such verses can be either slightly reduced or extended depending on their interpretations.

{ 'Abdullah Saeed, "The Charge of Distonion of Jewish and Christian Scriptures", The Muslim Vorld,92 QA02)'

420.

s H. A. R. Gibb and J. H. Kraoers, eds. Sborter Encyclopaedia of klam (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 197a), 560.
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used ro change the word of Allah afrer listening to it, will believe in them, by saying,

Can ye (o ye men of Faith) eDterrain the hope that they vrill believe in you - seeing that a

parry of them heard the \ford of Allah, and perverted it knowingly after they understood it?l

of the Jews, there are rhose who displace words from their places. The Qur',an says in

this regard,

Of the Jews there are those who displace words from their (right) places, and say: "lVe

hear and we disobey"; and "Hear what is not Heard"; and "Ra'ina"; with a twist of their tongues

aad a slander to Faith. If only they had said: "Ve hear and we obey"; and "Do hear"; and "Do

look at us"; it would have been better for them, and more proper; but Allah hath cursed them for

their Unbelief; and but few oi them will believe.2

But because of their breach of their covenant, We cursed them, and made their hearts

grow hard; they change the words from their (right) places and forget a good part of the message

that was sent rhem, nor \rilt thou cease to find them- barring a few - ever bent on (new) deccits:

but forgive them, and ovedook (their misdeeds): for Allah loveth those who are kind.l

O Messenger! let not those grieve thee, who race each other into unbelief: (whether it be)

among rhose who say "Ve believe" with their iips but whose hearts have no faith; or it be among

the Jews,- men who will listen to any lie,- will listen even to others who have never so much as

come to thee. They change rhe words from their (right) times and placesr they say, "If ye are given

this, take it, but if nor, bewarel" If any one's trial is intended by Allah, thou hast no authoricy in

the leasr for him against Allah. For such - ir is not Allah's will to purify their heans. For them

there is disgrace in this world, and in the Hereafter a heavy punishment.'

.12:751 {i;& y'i 4" u -s U t }" ? il ivs i#-; iil }i irr :Gr :i riii ii i#lJir l

tii; ,l ,; ittj g-ri 
";t3 

aii, e5 r,r,i 'i, i; *:,t, A. 
gj,, forj! ,:j V\i g* ; '6!t; t;.;; tt ilr.i *V ,* '&' i;i- t,tt; i.:& 3:\ I

.t4:46r dY* i1 ;/.Ji x 3,;( [r *:r ;5j;

'.1r 31 6;b i* ei i&rl 'it ..,. -9,j J.'& iv ii t,,u/'t.L; y;i tr+V;r &t :'i7.1t &i; r:io; #g #i:=l ii-+ t'-1+'

.15: I 31 {;^,-;:ir : i

:r,, #t :t;? !;\ 1 j,t\ i4 'rrrt" +4 6*6 tt!6 o.fit :,,; i;r,J., :y:i ii t*V\ til 4t , blit i. ,ht a. :tv.24 air cl)t i i;1t 4i u-p 
o

;7lt S'lttst clr q. S ia.i 'ju::1:rtt Sl ,.i,t$lW it,:,rn #:*'4'it, )i:,.tU:'ji6 Lili igtti; r:s ilri ;1 ;')h *v .'-
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All four of above-mentioned verses state that the Jews commit rhe tahrif al'kalim

(rampering with the words). In the view of al-Raghib al-Asfahem, the term tahrzf ltrerally

means ro inclioe (irnalab). Tahnf al-kalam is to speak in such a way which causes the speech to

carry more rhan oue possible meaning. I Elsewhere, after having mentioned the possibility of

eirher the distorrion of text or meaning, he prefers the second one, arguing rhat ir is difficuit

to alter the text after having been current and popular.'The author of Lisan al''Arab also

seems ro hold that the Qur'inic concept of. tahrif stands for the alteration of meaning rather

than texr and that the Jews used to alter the meanings of the Tawreh. r

One of the terms used in the Qur'an is tabdil, which means to chaoge, exchange or

substitute. The Qur'an says,

But the transgressors changed the word from that which had been given them; so We sent

on the transgressors a plague from heaven, for that they infringed (Our command) repeatedly.'

Another variant of rhis verse is Q:162).5A1-Tabdil generally signifies replacement of one

thi"g with the other. However, somedmes it denotes merely alteration, whethcr thcrc is

substitution or not. 6

There is also a reference in the Qur'ao to some people - apparently a refereucc to

certain Jewish scholars - writing sornething and then attribudng it to God, but without

specifying what that is,7

15:41y,{95, :.,.;

tAbu'l-Qasim al-Huusayn b. Mulammad al-Raghib al-Asfahani, al-M{radatfiGhaib al-Qur'nn, fi4.

'? 
lbid., 44041. ]yfuhrmrnld AbE Laylah quotes from al-Asfaheni that u.l.tnf aeaos "to twist words to correspond

ro one's own desire." Muhaomad Abu Laylah, The Qur'an and the Gospels, 203. However, ir seems rhat al-

Aslahini does not define tahrif ln this way; rather he defines it as it has been explaioed above.

I Ibn Manztr, Lisan al-'Arab,9:43.

.12:591{|:rl)$ru,.t:rt Uti! gtt i,it ! ':jit $ J; oit 1i; 'ilt, ;ii'.tijt '

.16:1621 {ir1i trl!rt ,'-'v r r:;, * ev;i'1 E *rt ,! 'J,; :'i-. '}'r' ;'r;r 1'r-l:o '

o Abrr 'LQasim al-Huusayn b. Muhammad al-Raghib il-fufahani, al-Mufralat fi Gbarib al-Qur'zn, 39.

7 'Abdullah Saeed, "The Charge of Distonion of Jewish and Christian Scriptures", 420.
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Then woe to those who.write the Book with their own hands, and then say:"This is from

Allah,,, to traffic with it for miserable price!- Woe to them for what their hands do write, and for

the gain they make therebY. 1

This verse indicates that the Jews used to produce forgeries. As the Qur'an attributes

the production of fake book to their hands here, it anributes the fake speech to their mouths

in 9:302, 
r

The eur'in also makes reference to a form of distortion during recitation whose

purpose is to give a false impression to the listener that what is being recited is the word o[

God,'

There is ?mong rhem a section who distort the Book with their tongues: (As they read)

you would think it is a part ofthe Book, but it is no part of the Book; and they say, "That is from

Allah," but it is not from Allah. It is they who tell a lie against Allah, and (well) they know it!'

Al-Raghib al-Asfaham commenrs that the fi1'51 msaliening of the Book, in the above-

mentioned, sigoifies rhe book which they wrote with their hands aod was referred to in the

verse 2:29, the second mentioning indicates to the Tawrah and the third one refers to all

books of Allah as a vrhole. u

The verb which occurs most frequeotly in the Qur'dn's semantic field of tampering is

katam (to conceal). Together with the occurrences of the similar verbs asarra ar,d ahhfa, they

constitute a group of eleven verses.

In the concealment verses, the Qur'an forbids the People of the Book and especially

.1?:791 (s;,*,t ;15,y;afi e$t.{ASt+ G t,i'lit * 32ts:'}ti? '**-\-e) ili;+u:Jir} '

.19:3$(ij,jl 3i.trr Sii;15; rrjf,aiti';t'hf;.;+ri\'lscgirirr;ii-:jr.rtujr eiuiiirJir ?i";lt;-lttti2

I Abn 'l-QIsim al-Huusayo b. Muhammad al-Raghib al-Asfahani, al-Mtfradnt /i Ghafib al-Q*t'an,425.

' 'Abdullah Saeed, "The Charge of Distonion of Jewish and Christian Scriptures", 420.

4:,* ti +$, ir' *r. :'ii.; l, t+ u. '* ui itr t+ :t i :'i:-.: -5j' u * u': y .t u'4;4 ,tdy'#;i 4* ti'-,'r il! ib! t

.t l:78r

6 Abn 'LQesim al-Huusayn b. Muhammad al-Raghib a1-Asfahani, al-Mufradat fi Gbaib al-Qwr'iin,425.
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rhe Jews from concealing the truth.l It also informs that some of them deliberately conceal the

truttf as well as rhey make the Tawrdh into separate sheets for show and conceal much of irs

contents.l

The Qur'an declares that those who conceal the clear (Signs) Allah has sent down, and

the Guidance, afrer FIe has made it clear for the people in the Book, - on them shall be His

curse, and the curse of those entitled to curse. * Moreover, those who conce'al Allah's

revelations in the Book, and purchase for them a miserable profir, - they swallow into

themselves nor bur Fire; Allah will not ad&ess them on the Day of Resurrection, nor purify

them and grievous will be thet penalry.5

Elsewhere in the Qur'an, Allah questions the People of the Book why they confuse the

Truth wirh falsehood, and conceal the Truth, while they have knowledge.6 He also questions

them if they do nor know that Allah knows what they conceal and whar they reveal.T Allah

tells the People of rhe Book rhat the Messenger (peace be on him) reveals to them much that

rhey used to hide in rhe Book, and passes over much that is now uunecessary.t Allah does not

lovc thosc who hide the bounties which Allah has bestowed on them.e These bounries,

accordiag ro rhe aurhoriri., oi al-Tabari, include rhe name and description of Muhammad

J+ r.E G :tit,; ierxt'.5i el::;;rB: ii ui;rt'J';.! :;{j, }} ,;it;ri. .irr ti !5)r 112:42; {i.'rjJ i"i 3i'' r;3, puir, '+"r:-i:' ,'i* r

,13:1871 ,i",P t.

.12:146y {iJj,x. y'3;r, i;<j 'iat:'.i3b'i.tai:,;ivrEi;;" iuir piu;i *'rjri' 
r

i";&,rEitjlivtS j+VditlP.c't;ti';i,+.ar-yir;.r:$r,ti1 :iil#U;4,*Or jiiuSiu';1 .,x3'dl'rixt;F'

.16:911 ,(iT ;,7;,; a.tr;:/; it $ $u.t \'fi ltt

.r2:1591 (i:.)r iij.&'Jrr 3-t!eqr1 r6ir a.til.tEv)4:,.s;tib+qr ;ar:iii u j;(;,ijr31)a

.Q:na1{i,!4e{i'r$i'J,-xiot'trlrrp:.iil1 {;;r:lf1g-!..1.sJfku+r1 fu &y:'dr.iy6Jr ;ilr jji ui;&;;ir i1}5

.r3:71y {i;i; pi *r t'tki *qt, ir ir:,J X .',6jr tsi cf 6

.<2:717 \a21.y-ui t+;u ,r4. ilr 3i i;rx v;i$ ?

.r5:l5r(,.e+:-.a;ii;Sr3;$t*ttf:,t*;..,$tsir:'t';kc-rg;A:i*6;jf',v.,:rr:rjr3;1 ugs

. (:31 \t'=e u.t* ;,,st3js ta\ +'': t .ilr liui u i;&; J^f r,, :.A\ i vu) ;f;; r1r!'
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(peace be on him), which the Jews find in the Tawril and rhe Injrl.l Accordingly, nobody is

more unjust than those who conceal the testimony they have from Allah.'

The Qur'an forbids the People of the Book, especially the Jews from and blames them

of deliberately confusing rhe rruth with the falsehood. r Here, the Qur'an uses the derivatives

of. al-labs, which originally means to conceal 5emslhing. It also refers to the concealment of

abstract conceprs.'It is quite natural that the concealment of the ruth leads to its confusion

with the falsehood.

A circle even beyond rhe semantic field of mmpering circumscribes verscs, which

contail expressioos of action: 'selling for a small price', 'throwing behind bacls', and 'writing

with hand'.5

Allah forbids the Jews from selling His Signs for a small price.6 The Qur'an informs

that the People of the Book, especially the Jews sell the Signs of Allah for a miserable gain,'

even rhey wrire the book with their hands and then atribute it to Allah to sell it for a small

price. s Allah warns rhose who sell His Sigos, Book, or covenaut for a miserable gain, off a

variery of torments.' However, in contrast to those who sell the Signs of Allah for a small

' Muhammad b. Janr al-Tabari, JZmi' al-Bayan, 8:351-52.

4:,L* *.pi1 .irr u; l, U i,+ *\+, € :;t il'i yi nt il i.tt !(i !! .stu; ii t;; tiv l;r:\\ +hi it -ij J*rili erl it ilr-1 ii} :

.12: 140;

.13:Zl1{i;iup!ij-r i#('r}q!,r1, ,l+X yqj' Jiili t12:421 tl*7\i5tL r;:*;.j.Ld-!3r ';Jr;iJ
{ Abu 'l-Qasim al-Huusayn b. Muhammad al-Raghib al-Asfahani, al.Mufradat Ji Ghanb al-Qur'an, 447 .

5 Gordon Nickel, "Early Muslim Accusatio* of TalVtf. Muqatil ibn Sulaymin's Commentary on Key Qur'anic

Verses",207.

e irgrl: rir, i)l\$r l rr;:x+ rg 4_uL, Unt ijl r12:4ly {irj.56 $qb'i+i G ojl rr:l i; t /< i"i $$ i; €a a ui:".r .Liii r! E-rj} 
6

.15:441 {rry;ti1r

.13:l 871 {i;.! u ;;;'i4 G xt';}ri 4,,iL ;ry 1r3:t u;k 'l; ,tq .i{t i.$it '}} ui' su".irr -',:i !9b '

.12:791 (:';jke.;5"j.'13'rexitSn4'SS{;iG1ri:r,&r ;:E i.,b'ritL.'i ry{!-6jr l#;',!.:i'y\8

i$ r12:174y 4;.1 ,.tu '4' U. ' is *ui'iy.irr 4i( J; 1lti1:;h,J. ,ttt1 
', 
:eir+C 1il:\; -tl'tt s..irr jji u i;& ,iJ,3rl'

.q3:771 (ii t t'i, 'li 8i tt,iqtt i3i'r;tt 
/bi'l: rlr ;J( 'l; .2'jr 4. r$ ,3)r,a { oiri )iJ & !-Git $t l.1;t;; i=it
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price, rhe Qur'an praises those People of the Book who believe in Allah, in the revelation to

\{g51im5, and in the revelation ro rhem, bowing in humiliry to Allah, and rhey do not sell the

Signs of Allah for a miserable gain. For them, there is a reward with their Lord, the Qur'an

declares.l

In rwo verses, Allah censures the People o{ the Book for throwing the Book of Allah

and His covenanr behind their backs.2 This expression is used in Arabic language to indicate

negligence, abandonment, and reiection of something considering it insignificant. r

The Qur'an also blarnei both the Jews and the Christians of {orgettinB a Parl of that

whereof they were admonished.a In Arabic vocabulary, al-nisyan means to forget as well as to

abandon something. Therefore, in 5:11-14 it can be interpreted either as forgetting or

abandoning a part of that whereof they were admonished. s'

.r3:1991 {.rr}r i; ittll;i,;*+y'sl;:tgqjrl r;:6!r eqlj't,ii\l $:,r2t ;41,$1vi'tlliiiu;*\li9"?4{jlJ"' ;5f}'

.12: l0ly {3rxl 'i pik'arib 45i, +r:f;.,Ei' ti} :rit :, W I #4'a":'t istt x" i'.j;; i:ze ul;y l

3 Abu,Lqasim al-Huusayn b. Muhammad al-Reghib al-fufahani, al.MufradatfiGhanb al-Qwr'an,480.

irr ig 6ab # !;tl iii ,.+ it ..+ '9.v .\b 'P isti'i: .",tit ft i:; t;3 v+V V &t :';"rG &*uk; #6 #u" fo""n ur'F '

.15:l4y{i;,:4 ti?t,l,:r;,ifi,:;rydpf;.!1'.ufir3i1t:';st'rilu,i\t,yf:A.att;]i'JiE4t3'i+l'g,u; ri1 5jr.i;lr ;-;fl3l;'*;-ttL+

5 Ibn Manzur, LisZn al-'Arab, 15323.
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1.5A CRITICAL APPRAISAL

The Qur'an describes the Injil as z kitab. The term kitab has been used in the Qur'in to refer

to several meanings. Nevertheless, in spite of the diversity of im usages, the meaning can easily

be identified by the help of context and the occasions of the revelation' To use otre word for

various etrIities and concepts is a basic characteristic and beaury of Arabic Language' Those

who have command over and the taste of this language, are rever confused nor do face

difficulty in ideodfying the correct and exact meaning.l Therefore, it seems quite difficult to

agree with Herbert Berg on his assessment that "[a]l-Tabari, in seeking to comment on the

Qur'an, fails to lessen the degree of confusion created by the Qur'an through its use o{ one

word for all of the various etrtities and concepts mentiooed thus far, It would therefore seem

that the vrord kirab became, or more likely remained, an unstable semantic signifier." r

One of its important meaoings is the previous revealed scriptures especially the

Tawrlh and the Injil. However, the specific usage of the kitib for the Injil is considerably less

than that of it for the Tawrih or the Qur'an.

1 seems rhat rhe acr of wririrng has a special status in the Qur'anic coocept of scriptures,

for the rerms rhar have frequently been used in the Qur'in for them are kirab, suhuf, and

Zabur or zubur, and all of them entail the meaning of writing.r Nevertheless, it does not

necessarily meatr rhar all scriptures contained hard and fast form of a book composed on Pages

and bound in covers. They could be wrinen it *y form on any thing according to the

circumstances of rhe &y even sometimes spoken wor& could metaphorically be called as a

kitab. The Qur'an does nor clearly state if the Injil had been composed in the life o{ the

Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him) or not. Nevertheless, if it is accepted, as al-Tabari views, that

the kitab in l:48 and 5:110a meatrs acr of writing t then it seems that there is enough reason to

tSee, Muhammad fahir b. '-AshAr, Taf:;lr al-Tal2rir wa'l-Tanuir (n. p. Der al-Tuoasiyyah li 'l-Nashr, n. d.), 1:93-

100.

2 Herben Berg, "Tabari's Exegesis of the Qur'anic Term aLKitAf,773.

r Abu 'lQasim al-Huusayn b. Muhammad al-Raghib al-Asfahent, al-Mu.fradat fi Gbanb al-Qur'an, ?ll,275, 423.

.15:1101 {,pj5l9}5udt3 ,tAr l* !5} 113:481 (X.ii5;yttttl4L5 +,:$''.ti;} n

5 Mut'a--ad b. Jarir al-Jabari, Jami' al'BayZn,6:422,ll':2l5.
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suppose that the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him) musr have composed his Injil in his iife'

The Qur'an characterizes the Injil as guidance, light, confirmation of the Tawrah that

had come before it, admonitioo to rhose who fear Allah and a revelation to the Prophet 'lsa

(peace be on him),, But it does not describe what kind of Inj-rl or Anairl existed during the life

of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) in the begin"ing of the seventh century AD in

Arabian Peni.,sula nor it tells abour its language. The Qur'an always mentions the Injil in

singular form. It never uses the term New Testament. It mentions the disciples of the Prophet

.Isa (peace be on him) somerimes but never atuibutes the authorship of the Iniil to them. It

seems thar according to the Qur'an lhe nature of the revelations of the Qur'an, the 'I'awrah

and the Injil was the same, regardless of to which extent the latter rq/o remained intact.

Many Qur'aaic verses iadicate that the People of the Book especially the Jews o{

Madinah have been tampering with rheir scriptures. This tampering entails a variety of actions

as it has been discussed in secrion 1.4. Maiority of such acdons may be interpreted as refcrring

to the distortion of meanitrg; rather than of the text, even the tahrif-related Yerscs scem to

refer ro the distortions committed by the Jews during the conversatioru and in the

commandments of rhe Tawr-ah. Perhaps the only clear reference to textual falsification is in

2:7*.

It should be noted, however, that the context or the occasions of the revelation of all

the tampering verses clearly indicate that these verses speak about the corruption of the Jews

- regardless of corruprion of text or meaning - not that of the Christians. Perhaps the only

exceptiotrs in rhis regard are 5:13-14 which accuse the Christians along with the Jews of having

forgotten the part of that whereof ttrey were admonished. r But forgetting itself is not crysml

clear in referri:rg !o rhe rextual distonion, for it can be inrerpreted either as forgetting or as

.15:461 .d;;::it 'i;..;t,i'.wtr1;$t b i4:i4t'):-j t;16:t' e Sjjr lr:ii; it;lt a ie;i il tiJ i; i, ;*. >,ui ,,r u5:il I

.Qt791(:,;,ike.{Xry;.+.iJ:4t it y; l+ G tti4.ir -,!; r-r; 'ri*? ?!$\-s.i't&;-^.r:E;,} '

riir 31 slrb 
.# 3i, .j,.>.1 if ...,1 

'r)v *'* ir;,ii .";,rf'il,il; t-:5 y+V :i'&t';,ii1i'&i3 fu, efi #sr il+l L-;h'

.15:141 (i,r-i tlvu'Jt'n;&u?;'y.,d.il-'.cJjr1iitat'J,;:-SiVt,F,&.1,;y.*'4u"t'i-l 6a r11 9i83,;ir ;;1131 ;e*irri

63



abandoning a pafi of that whereof they were admonished'1

It would be argued that the Tawrlh and the Iniil should separately be treated in regard

to the distonion. It is evident by many verses and prophetic traditions that the Tawrah had

been possessed in its original language by the Jews of the Madrnah during the life o[ the

prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) regardless of its being texually intact or not.

Moreover, the Qur'an aad the Jews were principally agreed on that the Tawrdh was revealed

to the Prophet Musa (peace be on him).2 Consequently, it is quite reasonable to hold that the

Qrr'an, while ad&essing the Jews of Madinah, definitely refers to the Tawrih possessed by

them.

In conxrast to this, not a single substantial evidence is found to suPPort that the

Qur'anic Inlil was preserved in its original language ia Arabia during the life of the Prophet

Muhammad (peace be on him); rather historical evidences have proved that the Christian

canonical scriprures or rheir Arabic fragments were available to the Syrian-Arab Cluistians in

that time.l In addition, the Islamic and the Trinitarian Christian concePts of the revelation are

quite dif{erent. o So it seems to be paradoxical ro hold that the Qur'an characteriz.es the Iniil as

a book revealed to the Prophet 'Isi (peace be on him) on one hand, and refers to the Christian

scriptures of its era as the same lnjil, on the other hand.5

In a nutshell, it may righdy be argued that neither the distortion of thc lnjil should be

I Ibn Manz[r, Lisdn al-'Arab, 75:323

t"*ir#i,Fi1r\;,+V';ioi,y'-ussil',?t,r1w,9j'*6j' iiiVl!'*:rf k.irr jji urlu11 2.[;;rirr 'r.l;ur]'

. 16:91 I {6it rr+r: O. ;;;: ? it } i4qj i, .:.:i y.ix

] David Cook, "New Testament Citations ir the $adith Literature and the Question of Early Gospel

Translations into Arabic", eds. Emmanouela Grypeou er d,., Tln Encounter of Eastem Chistianity with Early

Islam S-erden: Brill,2006), 185.

{'Abdullah Saeed, "The Charge of Distonion of Jewish and Christian Scriptures", 431-36; Sidney H. Griffirh,

"The Gospel in Arabic: an inquiry into its appearance in the first Abbasid cer.tury", Oriens Christianus, 69,

(1e8s), 12e.

s Cf. James Mel. Ritchie, "Are the old and New Testaments the same as the Tawrat and Injil Referred to in rhe

Qur'an)" Bulletin of Chrbtian Institutes of klamic Studies, 4 (1981), 5C75; 'Abdullah Saeed, "l'he Charge oI

Distortion of Jewish and Christian Scriprures", 431-36.
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related ro that of rhe Tawrah nor rhe proofs of rhe textual distortioa of both scriptures should

be considered to be solely based on the Qur'anic evidence, for the MusL.m scholars have

applied a number of research merhods along with the Qur'anic evidences, to reach the

conclusions in regard to the corruption of the previous scriptures, i.e. the study of their

discrepancies, the historical criticism, the critical study of the text and the chain of

rransmifiers, and, last but nor least, the srudy of irrational and blasphemous doctrines. Allah

knows rhe best.
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2.1 THE INJIL OF \TARAQAH B. NA\TFAL AND THE HADITH

LITERATUREl

In the first section of this chapter, a survey o{ ha&th literature would be done to illuminate

rhe concept of the Injil preserved by \flaraqah b. Nawfal, in hadith literarure.

1(araqah b. Nawfal b. Asad b. 'Abd al:lJzza b. Qugayy was the cousin of Khadijah

bint Khuwaylid b. Asad b. 'Abd il:tJzzd b. Qr+"rF, the wife of the Prophet Muhammad

(peace be oa him). His liaeageJneets wirh that of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him)

on Qugayy, rhe third grandfather of 'Waraqah and I(hadijah and the fourth one of the Prophet

(peace be on him).2

In Islamic literature, \flaraqah is remembered for his knowledge of the scriptures, both

the Tavrrah and the Injil.r He was one of few Makkans who renouncing their paganism

became monorheisrs prior to the advent of Islam. a Islamic sources testify to his adoption o[

Christianiry.s The famous historian Muhammad b Habib (d. 245 AH) explains in his book

Kitdb al-Munamnd.q why \(raraqah leaned to embrace Christianity. According to him,

'Waraqah composed ao elegy, to mourn his Christian cousin'Uthmin b. al-Fluwayrith, who

was allegedly killed by 'Amr b. Abi Shamir, the Christian sovereign of Syria. \fhen 'Amr b.

Abi Shamir came ro know this poem he swore to kill him. On hearing this news, \(/araqah

left Makkah to take refuge in the territory of the ribe Jayy', where he remained for a long

time.6It should be kept io mind that the tribe Tayy' was one of the Arab tribes into which

tft should be nored that the term t'adith literature or hadith tradition will be used in the present discussion in a

Ioose sense, which includes rhe sayings o[ the Companions of the Prophet (peace be on him) and some times of

the Successors as well.

2 Ghassin 'Aziz Husayn, lYaraqab b. Naatfal Mubasbsbir al-Rasul; 'A1ruhu, $ayatuha, Shi'rtha (Beirut: Dar al-

Kimb al-'I1oiryah, A21/2002), 49-50.

I Sidrey H. Griffith, "The Gospel in Arabic: An Inquiry into its Appearance ia the First Abbasid Century",

Oiens Christ ianus, 69 (1985), 144.

't 'Abd al-Malik b, Hishim, firat al-Nabi (r. p. Dar al-Fikr, n. d.), l:242.

5 Muhamoad b. Isma'il al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Buhhaa (Riyadh: Dar al-Salam, L4l9/1999),1'.

6 Muha--ad Hamiduilah, "Two Christians of Pre-Islamic Mecca: 'Uthman ibn al-Huwairith and \fraraqah ibn

Naufal",97-100.
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christianity penerrared, in the period of ignorance. ' Then he went to Bahrain. r Again,

Bahrain is one of the cities of Arabia where Christiaaity flourished prior to Islam.t When he

arrived there, a Christian totd him how to seek pardon from the King' He told him to go to

the King and to seek the protection of Christ against the King. As he did what the Christian

told him to do, the King nor only forgave him; rather he gave protection to him and his

people. A11 this touched him so much that he felt an inclination for Chrisrianity. a

'Waraqah also visited Najashi, the King of Abyssinia, a tradition says, after thc

uosuccessful military expedition of Abrahah agairut Makkah.s Nevertheless, its detailed

accounr seems ro be mythological more than historical. Ibn Haiar al-'Asqaldru holds that

'Waraqah b. Nawfal left Makkah for Syria and other lands in search o{ the true religion. He

liked Christianiry, became a Christian, and met those monks who held the unchanged religion

of the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him). t Most probably, from such monks he learncd about the

expected advent of a prophet and subsequently atrested his prophethood.

The radidons which describe the iacident of the first revelation to the Prophet (pcacc

be on him) gener.ally relate that \Taraqah b. Nawfal used to write or read the Injil. Ho*'cvcr,

they do not agree upon rhe language he used to vrrite or read in. Al-Bukhari relates f,wice, "He

(\flaraqah) used to write al.hitdb al-'arabi, and write down from the Injil bi 'l''arabiyab

wharever Allah wanted him to write." 7 The version of this hadith, related in $a$tlt Muslirn is

i-o. accordance with this reading.s Io another place, however, al-Bukhari relates, "He used to

t Almad b. Abi Ya'qub al-Ya'qnbi, Ta akh al-Ya'qabi, l:257 .

2 Muhammad Hamidullah, "Two Chlistians of Pre-Islaoic Mecca: 'Uthman ibo al-Huwairith and Waraqah ibn

Naufal", 100.

1 
Jawid 'Ali, al-Mufassal,6:62L.

t Muhammad Hamidullah, "Two Christians of Pre-Islamic Mecca: 'Uthman ibn al-Huwairith and Waraqah ibn

Naufal", 10O101.

s Isma'il b.l{athv, al.firat al.Nabawiyyah, ed. Mustafe 'Abd al-\flehid @eirut: Dar al-Fils, 1398/1978)' l:367-68.

6 Ahmad b. 'Ali b. gajar al-'Asqaliai, lcar& al.Ban Sharly ga$th al-Bukhaa, hencefonh Fath al.Bari (Riyadh: Dar al-

salaE, 1418/1998), 1:34.

' Mut'ammad b. Isma'il al-Bukhari, Sahib at-Bukban, 886, 1204.

8 Muslim b. Hajjej, Sabib Musliz (Riyadh: Dar al-Salam, l4l9/199q,8A.
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wrte al-kitab al-'ibrhn\, and he would write down from the Injil bi'l''ibraniyyaD'"1 Elsewhere

he narrates, "He used to read the Iniil bi 'l''arabiyyah." 2

A survey of hadith li.terature shows that most of the traditions, including those of al-

Bukhari, maintain that \Taraqah b. Nawfal used to write or read the Inill bi 'l''arabiyyah,l only

one version of one tradition quoted in al-Bukhari reads that he used to write al'kitab al-'ibrani,

aod write down from the Injil bi'l''ibraniyyah." a

Muslim commenrarors of the hadith do rot see this variation of reading much

problematic. They declare both readings as autheodc simply arguing that since \Waraqah b'

Nawfal knew both the languages he wrote the Injil in Arabic as well as in Hebrew.'Even

some of them hold that'Waraqah was a polyglot and supposedly knew three languages; Arabic,

Hebrew and Syriac, arguing that the Iniil had been writren in Syriac and that \Waraqah used to

copy it in Arabic and Hebrew alike.6 Ibn Hisham, on the other hand, records, "Waraqah had

professed Christianity, read the scriptures, and heard from the people of the Tawrah and the

Lr,ill." However, he leaves mentioni!.g the language in which \(araqah read or wrote the

scriprurcs, pcrhaps to avoid creating confusion. It is interesting, how'ever, to notc that nonc o[

them inquired where this mutliliagual Injil had gone.

I Mu|,,ammad b. Isma'il al-Bukhali, {4rt, al-Bukha;' 7.

,Ibid., 567.

i For example see, 'Abd al-Razzaq b. Humim al-San'ani, al-Musannaf, ed. Habib al-Rahmin al-A'zami (Beirut: al-

Maktab ai-Islami, 1403 AH), 5:321; Mulraomad b. liabban al-Busti, $aptl1 lbn l.labbZn bi Tartib lbn Balban (o. p.:

Mu'assasar al-RisIlah, n. d.), 1:2181 Af,mad b. Husayn al-Bayhaqi, al-Sunan al-Kubra ftIyderabad: Deccan Mailis

Di'irat al-Ma'irif al-NiTamiyyah, 1344 AH), 9:5; Isf,aq b. Ibrahim Rahwayh al-Han4ali, Musnad khaq b. Rabwayb,

ed. 'Abd al-Ghafnr b. 'AM al-Haqq (al-Madiaat al-Munawwarah: Maktabat al-iman, L4l2/199I),2:316r Abn

'Awanah Ya'q[b b. Isiriq al-Isfara'utr, Musnad Abi 'Aafinah @eirut: Dar Ma'rifah, n' d.), 1:103.

n Muhaomad b. Isml'il al-Bukhari, Sahth al-Bakhan, 1. Perhaps the only exception is Abn Dawud Sulayman b.

Dawud d-Tayali si, al"Mumad (Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rafah, a. d.), 206, which relates that \flaraqah b. Nawfal used to

read the Iniil bi 'l-'ibraniyyah.

t Abmad b. .Ali b. Hajar al-'Asqalam, Fatb al-&afi, 1:34; Yahye b. Sharaf al-Nawawi, Sahlb Mtslim bi Sharb al'

ImamAlnZakariyyaYal?$b.sharafal-Nauawi(Beirut:DaralFikr, t424/?004),1:165.

6 Mahmld b. Ahmad al-'Ayni, 't]mdat al-Qan Shar$ $a$il1 al"Bubban (Beirut: Dar a1-Fikr, 1399/1979),1152.

' 'Abd al-Malik b. Hisham, Srat al-Nabi;1:256.
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Muhammad Hamidullh holds rhat the word 'ibraniyyab, mentioned ia al-Bukheri,

denores Syriac and not Hebrevr. He attempts to reconcile the variant readings of al-Bukhan's

report saying, "Both may be true; having learnt Syriac he could read in that language' and also

ranslate in his mother tongue, Arabic." t The inconsistency, however, has not been

completely resolvd, for al-Bukhari's repon maoifestly reads that he used to wrire in

'ibranilryah as well. l

A. Sprenger proposes another soludon, that is, the "Hebrew" in question is actually

the Aramaic script employed by Jews, and that in this narration it means that \(/araqah was

writing Arabic in the Aramaic script. So in his view there is no real conflict bervreen the two

versioos of the narration. r

This view has further been adopred and elaborated with some modificadon by Kamal

Salibi who holds that Hebrew in this conrext "could have meant either Biblical Hebrew or

Aramaic. For the rerm often indicated the common script in which the two related languages

could be writren, rarher rhao the language itself."o He argues that in post-exilic times, Aramaic

rapidly replaced Hebrew as the commou Israelite language, and Flebrew script was maintained

for it. t He concludes that "The Gospel which still existed in Arabia in the seventh century AI)

- the one used by Varaqah Ibn Nawfal - was most probably written in Aramaic, not

Hebrew." u It implies that that Injil was written in Aramaic, but with Hebrew script.

, Muha--ad Hamidullah, "Two Christians of Pre-Islaoic Mecca: 'Uthman ibn al-Huwairith and \flaraqah ibn

Naufal", 102.

2 Muhammad b. Ismr'il al-Bukhari, $alifi aLb&han,l.

I Sidney H. Griffith, "The Gospel in Arabic: An Inquiry into its Appearance in the First Abbasid Century", 145'

{ Kamal S. Salibi,lVho w* Jesus: Conspiratl in Jousalem (Loodon: Tauris Parke Paperbacks, 2007), 60'

5Ibid.,61.

t lbid. However, it should be noted that in the view of Kamal Salibi the lnjil of \faraqah b' Nawfal is not one of

the cauonical Gospels; rather it mu* have been a much older ooe, perhaps ir dated as far as the founh or fifth

century BC, associared wirh the Qur'Inic 'Isa. Ibid., 63. For his radical views on rhe origin ol Judaism and

Christianity see, Kamal S. Salibi, Tbe Bible Came from Arabia (Lotdon: Jonathan Cape, 1985) a,nd idem., Who

uas Jesus: Conspiracy in Jerusalern (London' Tauris Parke Paperbacks, 2007).
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However, S. H. Griffith, criticizing Sprenger's view, says,

Historically there is not only the example o{ Arabic speaking Jews writing Arabic in 'Hebrew"

characters. Syriac speakers also employed their own alphabet to write Arabic, a wliting called

Garsuni in Syriac. But li(araqah, a Meccan and a native Arabic speaker, and not a Jew but an

alleged Christian, would hardly have had any need to borrow the "Hebrew" scripr' 13y this time

the north Arabic script, albeit with an obvious debt to the Syriac script in its origins, would

certainly have been available to Waraqah. I

This criticism may be criticized, for some sources indicate that \Taraqah b. Nawfal had

converxed to Judaism before his conversion to Christianiry'2 So keeping it in mind, there is no

unlikelihood in his using Flebrew or Aramaic script for religious writings.

Griffith himself irclines to hold that in all likelihood the Cbrisriaos of Hijaz had their

Iniil in Syriac during the Prophet Muhammad's (peace be on him) time, and that \flaraqah b'

Nawfal copied from rhe Injil in his nadve, Arabic language. One of his argurnents, among the

orhers, is that the Arabic speaking Christians had strong ties with and were influenced by the

Syriac speaking Christians and'that the language of the vernacular scriptures in much of Syria

and Palestine prior ro the rise of Islam vas the Aramaic dialect known as Palestinian Syriac.r

Though, he does nor clearly metrtion the language of the Iniil from which Varaqah used to

copy in Arabic, otre may safely assume, after reading his argumenrs, that it was Syriac.

He explains the variant of the narrative which reads, "He (\(araqah) used to write al'

hitab al-'ibrani, and he would write down from the Injil bi'l-'ibraniyyab." ts a later correction

of the narrative, cotrtribured by someone who thought that the language of rhe original Iniil

was Hebrew. o However, this explanation may not be correcx, for it is based on an unsound

hypothesis, that is, hadith literature has been produced to meet the requirements of Islamic

t Sidney H. Grifffth, "The Gospel in Arabic: An Inquiry into its Appearaoce io the First Abbasid Century", 145.

2 AbE Musa ai-Hariri, Qass wa N*br: Bdbtb f Nasb'at al-klam (Beirut: u. p., 1979), 14. Abn MDse al-Harur refers

to Ibo Hisham, Sirat al-Nabi, 1:203 for this information, but I could find it neither in Ibn Hisham, Strat al'Naltt

nor in any orher early source.

I Sidney H. Griffith, "The Gospel in Arabic: An Inquiry into its Appearance in the First Abbasid Century", 147.

4Ibid., 145.
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apologetics.'

AbookentitledQasswaNa&isuggeststhat.Waraqahb.Nawfdwasassociatedwiththe

Ebionite heresy and the Injii he possessed was the Hebrew Gospel of Matthew which is also

known as Gospel according to }Iebrews.'This view, however, does not seem to be correct,

for there is no evidence thar this sect which flourished in Trans-Jordan in the early centuries

of rhe christian era survived until the seventh and, what is more, in Makkah.r

Quite interesdngly, Ibn Taymiyyah (d.728 AH) proclaims, in the conlexl of refuting

the Chrisdan claim thar the disciples translated the Tawrah and the Injil inro every language'

that Arabs aever possessed any Arabic version of the Tawrah or Iniil since the dme of the

Messiah (peace be on him); even there had not been any manuscript of Tawrih or Iniil at all in

Makkah, neither in Arabic nor in non-Arabic. His argument is based on the unavailability of

the ancient Arabic manuscripts of the scriptures as well as on the verse (28' 46)a.tHowever,

his view mighr be criticized partially because authentic sources indicate that the Injil in some

form was fouod in Makkah during the seventh century AD6 and Pardally because the above-

quoted verse does not necessarily imply that there had not beeo. any kind of scripture in

I For wesrern debare on the autheriticity quesrion of [adith literature see, Jooathan A'. C. Brown, I-lafrth:

Muhammad\ Legacy in the Medieaal and Modem Vorld (Oxtord: Oneworld, 2O1O), 197'239 - For the methods and

hisrory of hadirh criticisra see, Nabia Abbott, Sndies in Arabic Literary Papyri II: Qur'anic ()ommenLary and

Trad.ition (Chicago: Universiry of Chicago, 1967); Mohammad Mustafa Azml Stadies in Early I lad'rth l.iteraLure'

with a Citical Edition of Some of Early Tex* (Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami, 1968)'

, Abu MusI al-Hariri, Qass wa Nabi: Ealtb fi Nash'at al-Iskm, 5G59.It is entirely a poleroical book, written in the

wake of the Civil '$(/ar in Lebanon during which Muslim-Christian relations reached their lowest ebb. For a

critical review of it see, Almad 'Umran, al.Haqiqat al.Sa'bat ft'l-lvfizan @etrut: al-Mu'assasat al-A'lami 1i 'l-

Matbtr'ar, L4!5 / 199 5).

3lrfan Shahid, "Islaro and Otims Clristianas: Makka 610-622 AD", eds. Emmanouela Grypeou et al., The

Encounter of Eastem Cbistianity with Early Islam (I*iden: Brill, 2006) , 1 8 .

.(281 46) 43'fi1 'Jn o$ :.,t .*. $ i,, {\!i u uy i}') lti i,:'Gt liit $r \1. ,}w au .3 uil a

5 Ahmad b. Taymiyyah, al-Jauab al-sahtlt liman Baddal Din al-Masih, hencefonh al'Jawab al'Sahlh, eds. 'A[ b.

Hasan b. Nisir et al. (Riyadh: Dar al-'Aimah, 1414 A. H.), 2:80-82;3:417.

6 Muhammad b. Isma'il al-Bukhari, sahib al-Buhhari, 1, 557, 886, 1204; Muslim b. Haifii, sahib Muslim, So.

72



Makkah before the advent of Islam'

After analyzing the available data, it seems that the Iniil possessed by \Taraqah b'

Nawfal - regardless of whether it was a complete manuscript of the Iniil or only a fragment

- 
.was most probably written i-a Syriac, not because it has been described i-o al-Bukhari's

report, rarher because the historical evidences indicate that the language of the vernacular

scripures in much of syria and Palestine - whence christianiry came to Arabia - prior to

the rise of Islam was Syriac. This Syriac known as Pdestinian Syriac was, in fact, a dialect o[

Aramaic.rsince Hebrew and Aramaic (Palestinia:r Syriac) used to be written in a common

script, as Kamal Salibi proposes, it is possible that in Islamic Literature, sometimes syriac has

confusingly been named as Hebrew. Therefore, it seems that when Islamic literarure reads'

"He (Waraqah) used to wrfte al-bitab al:ibrani, and he would write down from theklll bi'l'

,ibani1ryab." it may mean thar he used to write in Syriac. on the other hand, those who hold

that it was written in Aramaic perhaps they mean by it Palestinian Syriac that was a specific

dialect of Aramaic. (Allah knows the best.)

I De Lacy O'kary, Comparatioe Grammar of the Semitic lznguages (-oadon: Kegan Paul, Trench' Trubner &

Co., Ltd., 1923), 14-t5.
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2.2 HOV',AND VHEN \rAS THE tr{JTL REYEALED?

Muslims believe thar a uumber of divine books were revealed to the respective Prophets prior

to the Qur,an. Some prophetic radirions deliberately describe when and how these divine

boohs or sheers were revealed. Therefore, an analysis of such narradons may help to

understaad the concept of the Ioiil as perceived in the hadith literature'

Al-Tabar-am rarrares on the authoriry of \trethila.h b. Asqa' who narrates from the

Messenger of God (peace be on him),

The Sheets of Ibrdhim descended in the first night of Ramaden; the Tawrlh descended in the sixth

night of Ramadan; the Iniil descended in the thineenth night of Ramaddn; the zabur descended in

the eighteenth night of Ramadan; and the Qur'an descended in the twenry-fourth night oI

Ramadan.l

It may be noted that a reference has been made to the sheer of Ibrahim (peace be on

him) along with the four famous divine books. The Qur'an also makes brief relerences to

them.2 It is interesting thar all of these books revealed in Ramadan's nights with a gap of about

six days berween each oue l.e. 1", 6d, 13'h, 18d, and 24'h of Ramadin. The Zabur has been

menrioned after the Injil, which is against the chronological order, for the Injil was revealed

after the Ztbur.All of these scriptures have been described to descend in an identical Pattern

which shows that the namre of the previous revelations' including thar of the Iniil, was the

same as of the Qur'In itself.

However' there are sone other versiotrs of this t'ifisfi which differ from rhe above

r Sulaymln b. Ahmad al-Tabarini, al-Mu'jam al-Awsat, eds. Tariq b. 'Awd Allah and'Abd al-Muhsin b. Ibrahim

al-Husayni (Cairo: Dar a1-Haramay, 1415 Af0,4:111. Al-Tabaraui comments on rh.is narration that only'Imran

al-eatlnn narrated this hadith from Qatadah (d. 118 AH), and that it has been narrated from the Messenger of

God (peace be ou him) only by this chaio. However, this claim is questiooable, for Ibo Kathir mendoru thar Ibn

Mardawayh narrates this hadith, though with some variations, on the authority of Jabir b. 'Abd Allah as well'

See, Isml'-rl b.'Umar b. Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur'Zn al-'Azim, ed. sami b. Muhammad Salamah (n' p. Dar Jaybah'

l42O/ Lggg),1:501; also see, Abu Ya'la Ahmad b. 'Ali al-Tamrai, al-Musnad, ed. Hesan Salim Asad @amascus:

Dar al-Ma'mtn li 'l-Turith, MA4/L984),4:115.

.(87:19){;;;;.;!ir..!-(18)irlr ua.lrr lr*r5r} r(53:37) {j;+rrrg+u}tiO6turrt"-"rq"r:r-i |ip'?
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mentioned in some derails. For iustance, Ahmad b. Hanbal mentions the same tradition on

the authority of the same \(athilah b. Asqa' from the Messenger of God (peace be on him)'

but he omits the metrtiodng of the Zabur. lIsme'il b. Kathf, on the other hand' mentions

tlat Ibn Mardawayh narraf,es the same t'adith on the authoriry of Jabir b' 'Abd Allah' but he

reverses the order of. Zabirand Injil as he makes the revelatios of the Zab"tr on the twelfth of

Ramadan and of the Injil on the eighteenth of Ramadan'2

In spite of all these variations, these traditions indicate that each o{ these diviae books'

including rhe Injil, descended on rhe respective prophet in a specific night oi Ramaden'

perhaps that is why the maiority of Muslim scholars hold that the previous divine books i'e'

Sheets, Tawrah, zabir, and Inlil w'ere sent down all at once, and that rhe Qur''an was scnt

down to Bayt al-'Izzah in the first heaven in the same way and then whence it descended on

the prophet (peace be on him) step by step. I These narrations also signify the import'ance of

Ramadan in reladon to all revelations, esPecially the Qur'an, for it claims about itself that it

has been setrt down in Ramadin, specifically in Laylat al-Qadr.o Later on, Muslim scholars

gave more specific accounts in this regard, perhaps using such traditions along with some

biblical materials. For instance, Ibn Kathir narrates on the authority of Abn Zv'ah al-

Dimashqi (d. 281 .tH) rhat the Tawr-ah descended on Musa (peace be on him) in the sixth

night of Ramadair; the Zabtr descended in the welfth night of Ramadan afret 482 years {rom

the Tawrih; the Injil descended on 'Isa b. Maryam (peace be on him) in the eighteenrh night

of Ramadin after 1050 years from Zablt; and the Qur'an descended in the twenry-fourth

night of Rarnadan.5

I Ahmad b. Mul,,ammad b. flanbal, al-Musnad, commented by, Hamzah Ahmad al-Zayn (Cairo: Dir al-l-Iadrth,

1416/ 1995), 13:223. ks ch?iln is basan, because of 'korin al-Qa-ttin. Ilowever, the rest of transmitters are rhiqat

(reliable). See, Ibid., footnote no. 15921.

2 Ismd'il b. 'Umar b. Kathir, Tafsir al'Qur'nn al-'Azim, L:501.

r Ibid.

.(97: I ) {.,rilr # a t\iilr:1} t(2: I 85) {i"vr ii;r ''a. 1i\ ait 
'rt31 }j, o

s lsml,il b. ,Umar b. Kathir, Qisas al-Anbiya',ed. 'Abd al-Qadir Alrmad 'Ata (Beirut: al-Maktabat rl-Isllmiyyah,

l40l/ 7981?), 2t402.
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It should also be noted that such prophetic

Qw'inic cotrcept of the Injil which maintains that

Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him), by Allah. They do

traditions are in accordance with the

it was a divine book revcaled to the

not supPort the Christian vievr ol the

gospels, which denies that Jesus was given any book known as Gospel by God; rather it

maintains that gospels were comPosed after Jesus by his disciples and apostles, as a historical

account of his life,

Some prophetic traditions picture the previous scriptures divided into strahs (chapters)

in the same v/ay as is the case in the Qur'an. They also comPare some specific surahs of the

Qur'an with previous revealed books, along with the Injil. Ahmad b. Hanbal, for ilstance,

mentions on the authoriry of \flathilah b. Asqa' from t]re Prophet (peace be on him), "I have

been given al-Sab'inxead of the Tawrah, al-Miln instead of the Zabur, atd al'Mathani instead

of the Injil, as well as I have been given superioriry by al-Mufassal"'I

It is generally held that ihe term al-Sab' or al-Sab' al-TiwZl signifies first seven surahs o[

rhe Qur,an, excluding al-Fatihah, al-Anfal and al-Tawbah, i.e. al-Baqarah, Al 'Imren, al-Nisa"

.al-Ma'idah, al-An'im, al-A'raf aad Yunus.2 Some scholars replace Yunus with al-Anfal and al-

Tawbah, considering them one slrah. ] Al-Mi'in are those s[rals which contain hundred and

above verses. The term a|-Matheni, on the other hand, is interpreted either as surat al-Farihah

or as those suralx which are louger than al-Mufagsd but shorter than al-Mi'rn.' Perhaps in the

present cootext, it is better to adopt the second interpretation, for in another prophetic

tradition, strat al-Fltihah has been considered a unique sdrah, which has no comPatible sufah

in any revealed book.5

I Ahmad b. Muhammad b. flanbal, al.Musnad, Ll222. ks chab is $asan, because of 'Imrin al-Qattan. See, Ibid.,

footnote no. 15919.

, Ahmad b. Husayn al-Bay haS, al.sunan al.gughra,ed. 'Abd al-Mu'1i Amin Qal'aii (Karachi: Jami'at al-Dirasat al-

Islamiyyeh, 1410/ 1989), 1:341.

I ,Abd Allrh b. Muslim b. Qutaybah, Gbanb at-Hafrth @eirut: Dir al-Kutub al-'Ilmiyyah, 1408/1988)' 54.

. Almad b. Husayn al-Bayhaqi, al-S*nan al.SrybrZ,l:34l.Ibn Qutaybah meutions that sometimes the number oI

verses in some al-Mi'in suris is less thaq one hundred. 'Abd All h b. Muslisr b. Qutaybah, Gbanb al'Hadith,5+.

s See, Muhammad b. 'Ise al-Tirmidhi, lami' al-Tirmidht @iyadh: Dar al-Salam,), 645. Al-Tirmidhi declares it

hasarurn sablh, ibid., 647i Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal, al'Musnad',, 15:405-06.
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In some orher versions of rhe above-mentioned prophetic radition, al-Mathani were

made substitute for the Zabur instead of the Injil. I somewhere else al'M|'idah was made

substitute for the Injtl and al-Plawdmimfor the Zabur as well as the Tawrah was ascribed to

be replaced by al-Mathini.2 It has also been reported tbat Taha, Tawasin, and al-llawamim

were revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) from the oblers \aluab) o[ Musa

(peace be on him) aJrd sfr.rat al-Baqarah lrom al-dhikr al-awwal.t Moreover, some less aulhentic

traditions srate thar the Prophet (peace be on him) was given al-Ra'at in place of the Injil and

silrabs from al-Taafisim rc al-HawZmin in place of the Zabur as well as he was honoured by

al-Hatoamim end al-Mufassal, for none of prophets ever recited them before him''

It is obvious that all of ttrese traditions differ markedly and it seems difficult to

reconcile them. Ilowever, all of them do agree oo oo. shing, that is, the compatibiiity of some

pans of the Qur'in - whatever they are - with some previous revealed books' This view is

funher strengthen.ed by the following saying of 'AM Allah b. (Mas'ud) which reads, "21l-

Sab'al.Tuualare like Tawrih; al-Mi\.n are like lnjil; al'Matbani atelike Zabur; and the rest of

the Qur'an is surplus (which has no match in the previous revelatioos)."5 On the other hand,

it has also been reponed that the Prophet (peace be on him) declared some of the Qur'anic

I Sulaymin b. Ahmad al-Tabarini, al.Mu'jam al.Kab*, $amdi 'Abd al-Hamid alsalafi (Cairo: Maktabar Ibn

Taymiyyah, 1983 t$?), 22:7 5.

, Abt Nu,aym Afoad b. 'Abd AliIh al-A9baham, Dala'il dl-Nabr,twuah $lyderabad Deccan: Majlis Da'irar al-

Ma'arif al-'Uthmaaiyyah, 1369 / 1950), l:28.

I Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah al-flakin, al-Mustad,rah 'ala 'LSrtthayn, ed. Mahmud Matraji @eirut: Dar al-Fikr,

y4ZZ/ZOO1),2:125. Al-Hikim declared it saliE (authentic), but alDhahabi narated, in al-Talhhi:, from Ahmad b.

Hanbal that scholars of Hadth gave up narrations of one of its uansmitters 'Ubayd Alleh. See, ibid., footnote no.

2129.

a Mut,aomad b. Nasr al-Marwazi, Muhhtasar Qtyam at-Layt (Faisalabad: Hadith Akadmi, 1408/1988), 170.

However, al-Albani declare s ir zs da"tf jiddan (extreoely ureliable), because of one of its traosmitters, Kharilah b.

Mus'ab. See, Mulammad NasL al-Dtn al-Albeni, Silsitat al-At1nfr.th al-Da",.fah ua 'l'Mawdlr'ah 'tea Atharuha 'l'

Sayyi"ala'l-Ummah @iyadh: Dar al-Ma'arif, l4L2/ 1992), 7 :51.

5'Abd Allah b. 'Abd al-Ra[rmatr al-DariEi, Mumad al-Dd.rami, ed. Husayn Salim Asad al-Daranr (Riyadh: Dar al-

Mughni, 1421/2000),4:2140. Its chairn is dalf $nauthentic), for al-Musayyib b. Rafi' who narrated it from 'Abd

Allah b. Mas'nd did not meet him. See, ibid., footnote no. 5.
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strrahs zlz. ,1-p1sit,ah, al-Ikhlas, al-Falaq, and al-Nes, as the best surahs which had no

similitude in the Tawrih, the Zabur, the Inlil or evetr in the Qur'an itself' 1

It seems that the main thrust of such traditions is to establish the fada'il (merirs) of the

eur, anic surahs as well as to demonstrare the supremacy of the Qur'In over the previous

scriptures, bur rhey do imply ,h", ,lr. intact previous revelations, along with the Iniil, have

been considered, io rhe ha&th lircrarure, as verbal words of God as are certain surahs o[ the

Qur'an and not as historical or biographical accoums compiled by the followers o[ thc

prophets.

There are found some other ffaditions, which tell about the number of previous

revealed books. However, such narrarions too, have the problem of variations as they differ in

their accounts.

Ibn Habban narrales, on the authority of Ab[ Dharr from the Prophet Mubammad

(peace be on him), a long radition in which the Prophet (peace be on hirn) telis Ab[ Dharr

that Allah revealed one hundred and four books. Fifry sheets descended on Shith (peace be on

him); thirty sheets descended on Idris (peace be on him); ten sheers descended on Ibrahrm

(peace be on him); and ten sheeu descended on Musi (peace be on him) before the Tawrah as

well as Tawrih, Iniil, ZabUr and Qur'an descended (on the resPective Prophets).2 This

rad.ition metrtions some details about the contents of the sheets of Ibrahim and M[sa (peace

be on them) as well. One observes that it informs about the number of divinc scriptures and

about the prophets to whom they were revealed. However, one finds in historical and Sirah

literature some different information in this regard. Mufamrnad b. Yosuf al-$alihi (d. 942 AI-I)

mentions that sheets of Adam (peace be on him) were 51, of Shith (peace be on him) were 20

and of I&rs were 30.r On the other hand, al-suyoti (d. 911 AII) relates on the authority of aI-

l Ahmad b. Mulaomad b. Haobd, al"Mtsnad, L3:344; 376;15:405-05. These hadiths arc yl.ttl.t (authentic). See,

ibid., footnores no. 77 267, L7 383, 20993 and 2099 4.

2 Muharn,nad b. Habban al-Busti, $4btb lbn $abban bi Tartib lbn BalbZn, 2:76. The chain of this [radith is da'y'

(unauthentic), for one of irs transmitters is Ibrahim b. Hisham b. Yalrya al-Ghassani whom Abn Hatim and Abo

Zu1dh decl*ed daf (unretiable), thotrgh Ibn Habban authenticate dhia (watbthaqaba). See, ibid. footnote.

I Muhammed b. Ynsuf al-Salih t, Subul al-Huda wa 'l'Rashad f. Sirat Kayr al-'lltad, 1:319.
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Tha'labr rhat the total of books desceuded on the Envoys are four; the Tawrah' the Iniil' the

Zabir and the Furqln. As far as the revealed sheets are concerned, they are 110; 50 sheets

descended on shith b. Adam (peace be on him), 30 sheets descended on Idris (peace be on him)

and 20 sheets descended on Ibratrim (peace be on him)'l

It is obvious that above-mentioned traditions, too, place the Injil and rhe Qur'an in the

liqe of all previous revealed books and do not indicate to any subsundal difference becween

the nature of their revelation.

rAl-Suylrr! Badn'i'al.Zuharfi. Vaqa'i'al-Duhar (o. p.z o. p., n. d.), 1:187. (The book, however, is nor according

to the published edition. It has been cited from al'Mahtabat al-Shamilah, ed. 3.28')
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2.3 THE QUESTION OF CORRUPTION

The ladith lirerature not only provides information about the history of alteration of the

previous revealed books; it also provides material about the nature of Jewish-christian

scriptural corruption, during rhe early Islamic period. There are certain rraditions which

explain how the corruption found its way i.nto the previous sctiPtures of the People of the

Book, especially into the Injil. They also shed light on their motives behind the falsification of

scriptures.

According to hadith lirerarure, the ruling class is responsible for corrupting the

christian scriptures. A tradition reported from Ibn 'Abbas charges those rulers who came

after the era of the Propher 'Isa (peace be on him) of aitering the Tawrah and the Iniil'' such

alteration, however, was roi accepted by the whole communiry; rather there remained a

minority of believers who continued to read the Tawrah and the Iniil in undistoned [orm'

Neverrheless, those who altered rheir scriprures complained to the rulers that the believers

had annoyed them by reading intact scriprures and blaming them of blasphemy for not

judging by what Allah had revealed. They demaaded from them to enforce the believers to

read and believe as rhey read and believed. so rhe rulers called them and gave them a choice

berween death and reading the intact Tawrlh and the Iniil' The believers, however, tried to

make a deal and requested a third option; that was sel{-exile'z

Their forms of seu-exile correspond ro rhfee kinds of monastic life. one group said,

"Build for us a column {ustuaniah),then raise us uP to it and give us something so that v/e can

rAhmad b. Shu'ayb al-Nasa'i, Sunan al.Nasal al-szglr; (8.iyadh: Dar al-salam, 1420/1999)'732.

, Ibid. It may be noted that J. D. McAuliffe misuoderstands this tradition when she thinks thar the laithful group

complai.oed to the ruler against those who falsified the scriprure and that the falsifiers were the ones who chose

the self-exile. She says, "Goaded by the taunts of the falsifiers, the faithful group sought redress from a

sympatheric authoriry, demanding that he order rheir coreligionists to cease the altered reciration. \(heo the king

cooplied with this request, the falsifiers took umbrage and chose to exile themselves rather than return to the

orighal scriptures." Jane Dammen McAuliffe, Qur'anic Christians: An Analysis of Classical and Modem Exegesis

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 199 l), 264.
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lift up our food and drink, thus we would not come ro you." 1 Another group chose a

different path, saying, *Ler us roam about the land and wander, drinking what the wild beasrs

drink. If you find us in your territory kill us." 2 Yet a third group demanded, "Build for us a

dwelling in the desert and we will dig wells and cultivate herbs, so we would neither come to

nor pass with you." I Since each of the tribes had frieods among those believers, they let them

choose self-exile.o This tradition illuminates the beginning of monasticism in Christianiry on

rhe one hand and explains the starting point of the scriptural alteration in Christianiry' on the

other.

It seems that the above-mentioned believers who made a deal with those who

corrupted the scriptures were the third category of those three christian grouPs vrhich have

been mentioned i.o another prophetic tradition reported on the authoriry oI 'Abd Allah b'

Mas.[d. It begins with a quoration from the Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) that those

who preceded him were subdivided into seventy-rwo gfouPs of which oniy thrce were savcd

while the rest perished. The first of these actively opposed the uniust rulers but were killed'

fighting for the religion of God and the religion of 'Isa b. Mr.y* (peace be on him). The

second group lacking the capaciry to oppose the rulers, stayed among their people preaching

them about the religion of God and the religion of 'Isi b. Maryam (peace be on him), but thc

rulers killed them, too, sawing them up with saws. The third group lacking the courage to

oppose the rulers and to live iunong their people preaching them about Allah and the religion

of .Isa b. Maryam (peace be on him), wandered around the mountains, living as monks and

hermits.5

On the base of above'mFntioned, one may 
'ugue 

that the attemPts were made to falsily

I Ahmad b. Shu'ayb al-Nasi'r, Sunan alNasi\ al'Sughra,732'

,Ibid.

r Ibid.

'Ibid.
s Mut,ammad b. ,Abd AUrh al-flakim, al-Mustadrak 'aLa 'l-$ahibayn,3:8 5. Al-Htkim declared it sabiD (authentic),

but al-Dhahabi, h al-Talhbis, declared it unauthentic because of one of its transmitters 'Aqil b' Yahya whom al-

Bukheri declared munhar al'hafrth See, ibid., footuote no. 1840'
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the Tavrah and the Infil by rhe ruling class as early as after the ascension of the Prophet 'Isa

(peacebeonhim).However,somefaithfulbelieversstoodagainstsuchattempts,butthey

were defeated by the powerful rulers; others changed the strategy and did not invoive in direcr

encounrer with the rulers, rather preached to the masses living among them' but they were

also treated intolerantly and were slaughtered mercilessly' Realizing their helplessness' the

remaining true believers preferred to flee iato the deserts aud mountains to save their belief'

As a result, the official Christianity became corrupted having changed its scriptures while the

true followers of the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him) scattered into remote areas beyond the

range of the cbristian authorities to escaPe the persecution, perhaps preserving with them

some fragmenm of the original lniil of the ?rophet'Isa (peace be on him)' of{icial christianity

declared them hererics and their scriptures apocryphal and extra-canonical'

one should no! suppose, however, that the doctrines of the third group completely

remained intact. It is hardly possible in such circumstances. In fact, the Qur'an and the hadith

literature indicate thar their doctrines also could not remain pure and that polythcism (slir&)

crepr into the beliefs of their subsequeot adherents.rHowcver, they n'cre the people, as the

rraditions say, among whom a few survived till the advent of Islam. So "a man descended from

his cell (saatma,ab), a wanderer came forth from his wanderings, the one who had a

consrrucred dwelling (:abib at-dali came from his abode and they all believed in and

confirmed the Prophet Mul,'ammad (peace be on him)"'z

Besides providing information about the history of the falsification of the previous

scriptures, the [adrh literature sheds light on the PersPective of the Prophet (peace be on him)

and his comprnis65 to the scriptures available ia seventh century AD' Some traditions

apparenrly indicate that the texts of the Tawrih and the Iniil were not tampered with' rather

they were misinterpreted. Al-Bukhari narrates otr lhe authority of Ibn 'Abbes that the u/ord

Yuharrifin means rhai they displace @unlan).' Then he further elaborates it by saying,

*None displaces the text of any book of God - the Exalted and Glorious - rather they

I Ahmad b. Shu'ayb al-Nasa'i, Sunan al'Nasa1 aL$ugbn'713'

,Ibid.

I Muhammad b. Isma'il al-Bukhari, Sahib al'Bubhai,1,303'
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commit tabnf whtchmeans rhat they wrongly i:rterpret it'" 1

Ilowever, ir is not certrain vhether this further elaboration is of Ibn 'Abbas or ai-

Bukhari,s own. shah \rali Allah Dihlavi ascribes it to Ibn 'Abbes, as he wrires' "It should be

kept in rnind that the Jews would modify the ranslation of Pentateuch and not the original

rcxt. This is vrhat has been ascerteined by me on the authoriry oi Ibn 'Abbas'" I However'

others ascribe it to al-Bukh-art himself. Ibn al-Mulaqqiu is one of them.r Ibn Hajar thinks that

both are possible, but he prefers the second one, for he mentions laler on, "al-Bukhtri implies

byyata,azllloalunah,lthattheytamPerwithrhei:etendedmeaningwithsomekindof

interpretadon Qa,wl[),as if a Hebrew word contained two 6seningsl one was clear that was

rhe intended one, and rhe other was farfetched; they would interpret it with the farfetched

one.,,alt seems more plausible to ascribe this explanation to al-Bukhari rather than to Ibn

,Abbas, for elsewhere Ibo 'Abbas has been said to have a differenr view' It is reponed that he

says,

\0lhy do you ask the people cif the scripure about any thing while your Book (Qur'an) which has

been revealed to Alleh',s Apostie (may the biessing and peace of Allah be upon him) is ncwer? You

read it pure, undistorted and unchanged, and Allah has told you that the people of the scripture

fiews and christians) changed their scripture and distorted it, and wrote the scripture with their

own hands and said, .It is from Allih', to sell it for a little gain. Does not the knowiedge which

hascometoyouPreventyoufromaskingthemaboutanything?No,byAllah,wehavenever

seen any man from them asking you regarding what has been revealed to you! 5

Al-Tabari also narrates from Ibn 'Abbes while interpreting 3:78, "They are the Jews'

1Ibid.

,Huiiat Allah (sic) al-Dihlawi, al-Fawz al-Kabir fi Usat al-Taf.nr (Beirut: Dar Quuybah' 1409/1989)' 27' T|le

transladon is of Shah rxraliyul lth, al-Fatz al-Kabir fi Ltsul al-Tafsir: The Principles of Qaran commentary, trans' G'

N. Jalbani (Islamabad: Nationel Hiira Council, 1405/1985)'9'

I Al'mad b. 'Ati b. flaiar at-'Asqalani,F4th ll'Bai, L3$42'

'Ibid., 13:645.

s Muhammad b. Isme'il al-Bukhari, sahi[t at-Bukha*, 1266. The translation is of Imam Abi Abdullah Muhammad

bin Ismaiel al-Bukhari, Sabih al-Bukhari: Arabic-English, trans. Muhammad Matraii (New Delhi: lslamic Book

Service, 1997 AD),9:357' 359.
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They used ro add to the Book of Allah what Allah never revealed'" 
1 such raditions shed light

on the attitude of Ibn ,Abbes towards the scriprural corruption of the People of the Book as

well as they demonstrare rhat his above-mentioned perception has been based on the Qur'anic

judgment, as he argues, "Allqh has told you that the people o{ the scripture (ews and

christians) changed their scripture and disrorted it, and wrote the scripture with their own

hands and said, 'h is from Allah', to sell it for a litde g"in'"'Moreover' it should be kept in

mind rhat above-mentioned al-Bukhdri's starement specifically concerns the Tawrah and

should not be generalized to include the Christian scriptures'

Ibn.Abbas,PercePtionmayhavebeeninfluencedbythatoftheProphet(peacebeon

him) himself who did nor like for his compaoions looking into the scriptures possessed by his

contemPoraryPeopleoffieBook.,EvenheforbadetheMuslimsfromconfirmingor

rejecting what the People of the Book informed them about the contents of their scriptures

and demanded them to say only, "\?'e believed in whatever had been sent to us and whatever

had been senr ro you., It implies that the ?rophet (peace be on him) was not comfortable wirh

the authendcity of rhe scriptures possessed by his contemPorary Jews and Christians' though

he showed immense reverence for the original Books revealed to the resPecdve Prophets

fuieace be on them)'

SomepropheticraditionsrevealthattheTawrihwhichtheJewso[Madinah

possessed during the life of the Prophet (peace be on hirn) was in Hebrew and they recited it

in Hebrew, but explained i$ contents to the Muslims in Arabic.5 It also contained some intact

portioos of the original Tawrah, viz. rhe injunction about the fornication' but they tried levcl

I Muhammad b. Jarir al-Jabari, /ami' al'Bayan, 6:536'

2 Mulamoad b. Isme'-rl al-Bukheri, salttb al-B*ban, P66. The translation is of Imam Abi Abdullah Muhammad

bin Ismaiel al-Bukhari, Sahib al'B*bai: Atabic-English' 9:357 
' 

159 '

r,Abd Alleh b. .Abd al-Rahoan al-D",imi, Mumad al-Dd.rami, t:403. Its chain is /a i/ (unauthentic), because of

one of its rraqsmimers Mujelid. However, the [adith is hasan at least. See, ibid., foomore no 2'

t Mut'ammad b' Ismn'il al-Bukhari, 5)hl2 ol'Sokha", LZOO'

s lbid., 1302.
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best ro conceal it. 1 The Qur'an also refers !o this ma!ter'2

The Jews and Christians of rhe time of the Prophet (peace be on him), some traditions

inform, possessed the Tavrrah and the Injil and they read them, but they neither practiced

their teachings nor made use of them.r such raditions, however, may imply that the People

of the Book distorted the meanings of their scripture; sought {alse interpretadons to avoid

practicing them and as a result became deprived of their guidance, despite possessing them'

Interestingly,inha&thliteratureonefindsthattheJewsofMadinahwerenotonly

accustomed to the Itriil; rather they studied it as well as it appears as though the Propher

(peace be on him) thought that the Jews of Madinah revered it. It has been reported on the

authoriry of al-Faltan b. 'Asim that a Jew told the Prophet (peace be on him) thar he had read

the Tawrah and the Iniil. It also has beeo said that the Prophet (peace be on him) asked him

abour his prophecies in the Tawrah and the Injil saying, "I ask you by Him who sent down

the Tavrrah and the Iniil ... if you do not find me in both of them'"'Nevertheless' contrary to

this, there are other traditions which show that the Jews of Madinah disbelieved i-n 'Isa (peace

be on him) and the Ini-rl as well .as the christians of Najran disbelieved in the prophethood of

Musa (peace be on him) and the Tawrah.5 The later rePort is further strengrhened by the

Qur'aaic statemenr in 2:113,6 though the christians, in general, recognize M[sI (peace be on

him) and the Tawrah.

In sum, it seems that although rhe hadith literarure indicates to both kinds of corruption of the previous

scri.ptures, especially of the Injil, it is the rextual alteration, which seems to be more menifested'

| [bid.,776.

. (5:+3) (,+-..i::u tl ] u: U\ )L :r :r ;'F-'i'irr t'* + llPr ."v i u t:i;i i3- tY 
!

] Muhamoad b. Yazid b. Mnjah, sunan lbn Majah $iydh: Dar al-Salam, 1420/lgg9),585; Muhammad b' 'Abd

Aueh al-tIeki' , al-Mtstadrak 'ald't-sahibayn, t:199-200. Al-flakio declared it s.afib (authenric), and al-Dhahabi'

in al-Talkhis, agreed with him. See, ibid., footnote rc' 34142'

. Sulayman b. At,mad al-Tabariai, al-Mu'jam al-Kabir, 182332-34. The author of alMajma' declared its

ffansmitters as thiq-at (rel.iable). See also, ibid., footoote no' 854'

s'Abd al-Malik b. Hisham, $rat al'Nabi,2:175

.12: 1'l 31 {w(jr i}r ?,t r:; }' t' Ht + - ! e:u'lt','\'" t * P 6i;'1r r'. j +l jt;h 6
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PROP}IECIES ABOUT THE ADVENT OF THE PROPHET

MU.HAMMAD (Peace be on him)

In hadith lirerarure, one finds a number of traditions which indicate that the scriptures of the

PeopleofrheBook,thecontemporariesoftheProphet(peacebeonhim)contained

descripdons of and prophecies about him' Some of them have been narrated by the

companions or the succes sors \al.tabi,frz) and have not been attributed to the Prophet fuleace

be on him), but others, however, have direcdy been reported from the Prophet himself.

Since the Q*,* pl"ioly states that the People of the Book find the description of the

ProphetMut,ammad(peacebeonhim)intheirscriplures,"Thosewhofollowtheaposde,the

uolettered Prophet, whom they find mentioned in their own (scriptures)' - in rhc hw and thc

Gospel,,,, and refers to some specific simiies which had also been mentioned in the previous

scripture, 
r it was quite uarural and logical for rhe Prophet (peace be on him) and his

companions to atrempt to fiod them out in the existent stock of the previous scriptures of

their time.

ItisreportedthatNegus,theKingofAbyssinia,acknowledgedbeforethecompanions

who migrated there, a5 follows, *I wihess that he is the Messenger of God; that we find him

in the lnjil; and that he is the Messenger about whom 'Isa b' Maryam prophesized'" 
r

ThehadithandsirahliteraturePreservesseveraluaditionswhichrevealthatthe

prophet (peace be on him) himself inquired the People oi the Book about his prophecies

mentioned in their scriptures. It has been reported oo the authoriry o{ Ibn 'Abbas that the

MessengerofGod(peacebeonhim)wroletotheJewso{Khaybar.Aftermentioninghis

companionship, brorherhood, and corroboration for the Prophet Mtsa (peace be on him)' he

quoted the verse 48:29 and then asked them'

t7:1571 QS,4i:iiyfi Q.'Jl+ u;k rt6*-rr ;:\r ;3r 
jt1 i;1 ;':tr5 '

a-.&irtltJ.{iilra,il-i,;:trJa;9,*'r|.pu*$rn:is':r'i&,',i;+.''lJ*w''it;'#''*1 ':JAtst"r'':i*;t'it'4'l*'lJ,Y'

.{a8:29) (ulV r'rJ3 i7,; ;,$. et,lur $*i Qr a$t 3t :';; i:JAt '71 4 15')t 
"+i 

i-t- * 's;i 1*:!' tn': .'Lt 6;\ 2.ir yit

r Ahmad b. Muhammad b. flanbal, al.Milsnad.,4:246. The chain of this hadith is basan. see, ibid', 4:244, footnote

no.4400.

2.4
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I adjure you by God, by that which has come down to you' and by him who fed manna and

quails to your forbears and tribes, who dried uP the sea for your {orefathers to save you from

pharaoh and his deeds that you must tell us whether you find in God's revelations to you (the fact)

thar you should believe in Mul,,ammad. And if you do not discover that in your scriptures' then

you would not be enforced at all. @y now) what is right has become clear from what is error'

And I call you to God and his Prophet'"l

The verse, referred to ia this lelrer, was revealed on returtr from Hudaybiyyah' After a

short rime, the Prophet (peace be ou him) vent on a military expedition against the Jews of

Khaybar.2 Therefore, most probably this lener had been *ri*.o not long after the Pact of

$udaybiyyah. There are several things to be noted in this Passage. since the Prophet

Muhammad (peace be on him) wrote this letter to the Jews, he mentioned himsel{ as the

companion, brother and corroborator of the Prophet M[se (peace be on him) in the opening

part of the letter. He was convinced of being EeDlioned in the previous revelations to the

effect that he referred to the above-meorioned verse and argued against the Jews on its basis'

He mentioned the blessiogs which Allah bestowed upon their forefathers and asked them

about his prophecy, adjuring them by Allah who gave them such blessings' He assured them

that if they really could not fi-od his description in rheir book, they would not be enforced to

hold it.

Some raditioos reveal rhat the Jews o{ Madrnah definircly knew him as a Prophet and

fouud his descriptions in their scriPftre, but they denied him in envy. It is reported on the

aurhority of Ab[ Hurayrah that when the Prophet (peace be on him) asked 'Abd Allfh b'

Suriya, the most learned Jew of Madinah of his dme, about his prophethood he answered, "I

know (rhat you are rhe Messenger of Allah) and the Jews know what I know as well. Your

description has clearly been mendoned in the Tawril, but they envied you." r

r Muhammad b. Ismt'il b. Kathu, al-Sirat al-Nabawiyyah, L:324-25. The transladon is' with some slight changes,

of Ibn Kathir, Tlx Life of the Prophet Mtrbarnmad, trans. Trevor Le Gassick @erkshire: Garnet Publishing Ltd'

1998), 1:23435.

'z 
'Abd al-Matik b. Hisham, Sirat al'Nabi, 3:369' 378.

r Muha--ad b. Isme'il b. Kathir, al'Srat al-Nabauiyyah' l:324'
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Insomeotheruadidoos,theProphet(peacebeonhim)iaformstheJewsthatthey

find his description in their scriptures. It is reported that the Prophet seace be on him) passed

by some Jewish schools and said ro rhe Jews, "o Jews, accePt Islam. For, by him in whose

hand is my soul, you certainly find my description in your scriptures'"1

Itisreportedn$a$i|lal.Buhbanthat.AbdAuehb..Amrb.aI-.Aswhofoundatthe

battle of Yarmuk rwo bags of scriptures of the People of the Book and used to relate from

them a great deal,'said,

certainly, he is, by God, referred to in the Tawr-ah as he is in the Qur'an' 'o Prophet, we have

sent you to give witness, to bring good tidings, and to warn, and to protect the illiterates. You are

my slave and my messenBer. I have named you al-Mutawahkil; a man not rough or uncouth nor

oire who shoua loudly in the markets; a man who does nol Pay back evil with evil, but one who

forgives and pardons; and He will not take him until he sets the deviant community aright by

having them bear witness that there is no god but Allah. By him He will open blind eyes, dead

ears, and closed heans. l

The same descriprioo, wirh slight variation, has been reported from 'Abd Aileh b.

Salam and Ka'b a]-Ahbar, the rwo well-known converted Jewish scholars, as well'' Some parts

of this descriptioo have also been reported from'A'ishah, but she has been said to refer it to

the Injil rarher than the Tawrih. It is reported that she said, "The Messenger of Allah (peace

be on him) has been described in the Iniil as (one who is) not rough' nor uncouth, not one

who shouts loudly in the markets, and (as one who) does not repay evil with the like, but

pardons and forgives." 5 Some times mistakenty this tradidon is directly Qnarfa'an) related

I lbid., 1326-27.

2Ibid., 1:328. Ibn Kathir D.otes rhat many previous Muslim scholars used the term Tawrih to denote the

scriptures of the People of the Book in general aad that their perceptiou of the Tawrih is broader thau what was

actually revealed ro the Prophet Mtrsl (peace be on him)' Ibid'

r Muhammad b. Isma'il al-Bukharl, Sahil2 al'Bukhdn' 341'

{ Ibid.; Mut,ammad b. Jarir al'Tabari, Jnmi' al'Bayan, 13164 '

5 Mut,ammad b. ,Abd Allah al-flekim, al.Mnsudrak 'ala 'l-$al.tibayn, 3:214'15. Al-Hakim declared i sahih

(authentic), and al-Dhahabi, in al-Talhhis, agreed with him. see, ibid., foottore no. 4277.
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from the prophet (peace be on him) on the authoriry of 'A'ishah,'as well as some of these

descriptions are also reported from her without a reference to the Iniil.2

DescriptionoftheProphetft>eacebeonhis)isnotconfinedtotheTawrahandthe

Injil; rather rhere are narrations which entail that he has been prophesized in the Zabur as

well. It is reponed oo rhe authoriry of \fahb b. Munabbih (d. 114/732) that Allah revealed to

the Prophet Daw[d (peace be on him) in the Zabur as follows'

oDaw[d,therewillcomeafteryouaprophetnamedAhmadandMuhammad,atruthfulman,a

lord; I will never be angry with him, and he will never make me angry with him' I have forgiven

him before he disobeyed me, both his previous and his later sins' FIis nation is forgiven' I have

made gi{ts to them similar to those I gave to the prophets, and I imposed duties upon them that I

imposed upon the prophets aud the messengers, so that they will come to me on Judgment Day

with their light like that of the prophets''

Manyhadtthtraditions'showhowanumberofpeopleinthepropheticperiodfound

or asserred to find the prophecies about and descriptions of rhe prophet Muhammad (peace be

on him) in the Iniil available to them. Al-suyuti records from al-Bayhaqr (d' 458 t\l{) on the

aurhority of Ibn'Abbas (d. 68 AH) that al-Jaod b. 'Abd Allah came to the Prophet (peace bc

on him), accepted Islam and said, "By whom who sent you in truth, I have lound your

descriprion in the Iniil. And for sure, the son of the blessed virgin has prophesied you'"'

Moreover, he aod Al-Alusi (d. l27o AH) report from Ibn sa'd (d. 230 AH) and Ibn 'Asakir (d'

610 AH) on rhe authority of Sahl, the freedman of Khaythamah, that he read the description

of the Prophet (peace be ou him) in the Injil as {ollows,

-

r Muhammad b. Isma,-il b. Kathir, al-Bid.eyat wa t-Nibaydh, ed. 'Ali Shayri (Beirut: Dar Ilrye' al-Turath al-'Arabi'

i408/1988), 2:400.

? Ahmad b. al-Husayn el-Bayhaqi, Dak'il al-Nsbawuab' ed' 'Abd al-Mu'ti Qal'aji (Beirut: Dir al-Kutub a!

'Ilmiyyah, 1429 / 2ao8), 1:3 15.

I Mut,a."-ad b. Ismi'il b. Kathir, al-Sirat al'Nabawiyyah, 1:329. The translation is of Ibn Kalhir' 7''e Life of tbe

Prophet Muhamrnad, 1:237 -38.

aAbd al-Rahman b. Abi Bakr Al-suyuri, al-Dun al-Mantbtr fi 't'Tafszr al'Ma'tbur @eirur: Dar al-Kutub al-

'Iimiyyah, 7421 / Zooa), !245.
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He would be neither shon nor tall. He would be white coloured and wear rwo shabby clothes'

There would be a seal of the prophethood berween his shoulders' He would sit mostly in the

positionof.ibtiba,.Hewouldno!accePtchariry(forhimself).Hewouldrideonthedonkeyand

the camel. He would draw r,nilk from the goat and v/ear the patched gowt (qant'is)' The person

acts so, is free of haughtiness. He would act so and would be the offspring of Isma'rl (peace be on

r r1
mJ.

These traditions indicate Ehat some copies of the Iniil, which contained the prophecies

about the Prophet (peace be on him) must have survived in the Arabian Peninsula at least dli

the seventh ceDrury. we do not have enough information about them; however' one thing is

confirmed that their conrenrs f,oust have been different from the canonical Gospels' for the

Gospels do not contain such prophecies'

SomelaterauthoritiesascribetotheProphet.Isafu>eacebeonhim)someprophecies

about the Prophet Mut''ammad (peace be on him)' but without a reference to the lniil' as

Muqatilb.$ayyan(d.15oAH)reportsthartheAlmightyandGloriousAllahrevealedto.Isa

b. Maryam (peace be on him) as follows,

Serve me well and listen and obey, o son of the pure, chaste, virgin' I have created you without a

physical father and have made you a sign for the worlds, so worship me only, and explain to the

people of Suren in Syriac; rell those around you that I am the Existent'Iruth rhat will never pass

away, believe in the Arab umrni (urlerered) Prophet; he who has the camel, and wcars a midra'ah

(outer garment), and a turban that is his crown, and sandals, and has a cane that is his staf{. }Iis

hair is curly, his brow is broad, his eyebrows are ioined, his eyes are large, his lashes are fine' his

eyes are black, his nose is curved, his cheeks are distinct, and his beard is fult' The sweat of his face

is like pearls; from him the scent of musk emanates. His neck is like a silver vessel' and along his

collarbone gold seems to flow. He has hair that grow long and soft from his throat to his navel'

his stomach bearing no other hair. He is broad of fingers and toes' He overshadows all when he is

with others. \fhen he walk he seems to emerge from the rock and flow from the stream' He has

rlbid.; Abn ,l-Fadl Shiheb al-Din al-$ayyid Malmnd al-A1usi, Rul2 al'Ma'anl fi Tafslr al-Qar'zn al:Azim ua 'l'

Sab, al-Mathanl,henceforth Ruh aLMdani,ed. Muhammad Ahroad al-Amad and'urnar'Abd al-salam al-Salami

(Beirut: Dar Ihyi' al-Turith al-'Arabi and Mu'assasah al-Ta'rikh a1-'Arabi' 1420/ 1999\,9:107-08'
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few progeny, - as if he meant males as is offspring' 1

It is surprising to nore, however, that most of the above-mentioned prophedc

descriptions have also been narrated in the books oI Sirah and especially oI Shamfr''il in rhe

same way, but without any reference to the previous scriptures' For instance, comPare the

above-mentioned passage with the following one,

It is reported from'AIt that the Prophet (peace be on him) was neither very tall nor shon.

He is broad of fingers and toes. He had a large head. The joints of the boncs were rlso largc' 'I'hcrc

was a thin line of hair from the chest to the navel. !(hen he walked, it appeared as if he was

descending from a high Place'l

The rest of descriprions are also described in other hadirhs. t Ho*. ver, such

descriptions do not have any parallels in the existing gospels; some of them might have been

derived from the same source whence the corpus of Jesus' sayings and stories emerged and

scattered in the Islamic literature especially in the ascetic books and in a genre of religious

literature called "Tales of the Propheu" (Qisas al'Anbiya).0

I Mut,ammad b. Isma'il b. Ikthir, al.ttrat al.Nabawiyyab, L:13Q-3L. The translatios is, with some variations, of

Ibn IGthir, Tbe Life of the Propltet Multammad, l:?39.

2 Muhammad b. Surat al-Tirm idh^, al-Shama'it al-Mahammadi'yyab, ed. Muhammad 'Afif al-Za'bi, (Jeddah: Dar al-

Matb['at al-Hadithah, 1409/1988), 19.

I See, Ahmad b. al-Husayn al-Bayhqr, Dala'il al-Nubuwwab,l:268-75.

{ On Jesus' sayings aad stories as preserved in klamic literarure see, Tarif Khalidi, The Muslim /esas (Karachi:

Oxford Universiry Press,2002), that also contair:s a detailed iotroduction, in which the author attempts to place

this genre in irs historical context. He names this kind of i.iterature "Muslim gospel".
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2.5 A CRITICAL APPRAISAL

It may be nored that although the hadrth literature contains a number of useful references !o

the Iniil vrhich was revealed to the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him), some asPects are still in

darkness. References are found to the Inj-rl possessed by \0araqah b. Nawfal, but informarion

inthisregardisbothmeagerandconfusing'Eventheknowledgeaboutthepersonaliryof

\flaraqah is obscure. Although, Islamic sources testify to his adoption of Christianity they do

not idenlify his denomination:al positioo .unong the Christian sects of his time. Moreover,

neither the sources of his Injil are known nor did it leave any traces behind' Ilowever' sincc

the Islamic uaditions attesr his traveling to Syria, Bahrayn and the territories o[ the ribe of

Tayy" it may be assumed that he might have had some association with either Nestorianism

or Monophysitiso, for these two denominatioos generally prevailed in these areas'

Hadrthliteratureindicatesthat\flaraqah'slnjilwaseitherioArabicorin.Ibriniorin

both. However, the modern scholarship' both Muslim and western, is inclined to hold that it

w.as most probably in syriac and that he used to translate it in Arabic' some classical Hadtth

commenrarors also seem to have suggested such a view. Moreover, if the 'Ibraniyyah

mentioned io the t'adith literature is equated with the Syriac then almost all inconsistency will

be removed as it has been explained above'

Thosehadithtraditionsvhichexplainhowandwhentheln}ilwasrevealedandinform

about rhe number of previous revealed scriptures help to conceptualize the nature of thc

Injil,s revelation. However, it should be noted that comparatively less authentication and

consistency characterize such radidons' It clearly seems that the hadith literature's attitude

towards the Injil is an expansion of that of the Qur'in. In the hadith traditions' the Ioirl has

been depicted as a divine revelation to the Prophet 'Isa fureace be on him)' One finds many

parallels berween rhe Qur'an and the Injil; both were revealed in a specific night of Ramadao;

borl were divided into surahs and; some specific surahs of the Qur'an were declared as

substirure or simile of the Iniil as well as others 'were suPPosed to be uoique having no

similitude in any revealed scripture. It may imply that the origiaal Iojil has been considered'

in the hadith literarure, as verbal words of God as are certain surahs of the Qur'an and not as
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hisrorical or biographical accounts compiled by someone else after the Prophet 'Isa (peace be

on him).

Ha&thliteraturepointsoutthesrartofthecorruptionoltheln)tlandotherChristian

scriptwes and connects it with the corupiracies of the ruling class' It draws attention towards

the persecution of the true Christians after the ascension of the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him)'

almost in accordance with the accounts o{ the history of cbristianiry as perceived by the

christians. However, it seems more likely to set the scene of the i1a&th literature's account o{

the persecution in the fourth century AD when the Trinitarian church started a vigorous

campaignagainstitsopponentsaftertheconversionoftheRomanemPerorConstantinel(d.

337 AD). Although, the prophetic traditions mostly level the charge o[ corruPdon against the

people of rhe Book in Jewish co exI, that is quite natural, in some cases' it docs includc the

christian scriptures as well. \fhether this charge involves the corruption of both text and

meaningoronlyofthemeaningisacomplexquestion,fortheevidenceseemstosuPPort

either of views, though the textual corruption is more evident'
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CHAPTER THREE

THE CONCEPT OF THE TNIIL IN MUSLIM

SCHOLARSHIP
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Muslims have a long and rich tradition of scholarship. They never ceased ro exPlore the new

horizons of knowledge, as the corpus of Arabic literature clearly shows this' Their intellectual

integriry and honesty compelled them to reflect upon the nature' scope, and function o{

religion on o[e hand, and to understand rhe creeds, cults, customs, and conducts of the

different religious groups on the other. Since, Aasi argues, they could be ignored only at the

cost of their own inrellectual and existential advancement, the Muslims made a significant

contribution to smdying rhe religious history of mankind thereby augrneoting the common

fund of human knowledge.l

Muslims were extremely curious about other religions and rnade intense efforts to

describe and understand them. A special brand of Arabic literature - al'Milal wa 'l'Nibal -
dealt extensively with different secr and theological grouPs within Islr- as well as with other

religions and denomi-oations. Judaism and chrisdaniry loom large in this literature as the

earlier monotheistic religions with which Islam had come to terms'2

ln this chapter, xherefore, an attemPt will be made to illuminate the concept of the Inlil

as it has been perceived by Muslim scholarship wlrich represents a sPectrum of Islarnic

sciences and a diversiry of thoughts'

rGhulam Haider Aasi, Muslim lJnderstanding of oth* Religions: A Surty of lbt Hazm's Kitib al'La'sl /i al'MiLal wa

al-Abad' wa al-Nil.tal, hencefonh Muslim tJndrrstanding of other Religiozs (Islamabad: IUT 8. IRI' 1999), 31'

2 See, Hava Lazarus-Yafeh, 'Some Neglecred Aspects of Medieval Muslim Polemics againsr Christianiry"' Tbe

Har,.tard Theological Rnie(n, 89:l (1996), 6l-62.
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3.lETYMOLOGICALDISCUSSIONSABOUTTHE\TORDII',qIL

Among the Muslim scholars, Qur'anic commentators and Arab Linguists generally discuss the

etymological aspect of the word lniil; others rareiy touch the issue. It seems, however' that

Qur'6nic commenralors and Arab Linguists do not agree on its etymology' They differ among

themselves whether it is originally an Arabic word or not. Further, those who take it as an

Arabic word hold different views about im derivarion, and those who consider it a non-Arabic

word, also differ about which language it came from'

Itis,however,worthootintlhatmanyearlyandlatercommentatorsdonotdiscuss

the erymological aspecr of the word Infil at a11.1 This indicates that all Muslim commentators

do not equally focus on this matter. If some focus on it, there are olhers who ignore it'

'Abd Allah 5. 1r,4u5lim b. Qutaybah might have been the first commentator who

discussed the origin of the word Iniil. He suggests that the Injil is originally an Arabic vrord

derived from the najl, wfuchmears to draw some thing out. It was named Iniil, he argues, for

it supported the true religion that had weakened.2 other cornmentators like Abn 'l-Layth a1-

Samarqandi (d,. 375 AH), Abu Ishiq Ahmad al-Tha.labi (d. 427 AH), al.\fleh;di (d. 468 aI{), al.

Baghawi (d. 516 AH), al-Tabrasr (d. 535 Rn), al-Rezl (d. 606 RH), al-Qurtubi (d. 671 AII), Ibn

.Adil (d. 880 AH), al-Biql'i (d. 885 AH), .al-Bartsawr (d. 1137 AI-I) and al-Al"si also mention this

derivation and meaning.l

rFor instance, Muqatil b. Suiayoln (d. 150 Ar0, Muhaomad b. Jerir al-Tabari (d' 310 AII)' Ibn Abi I{etim (d'

327 Al+),Mulammad b. Muhamoad a1-Maturidi, (d. 333 Al0, Ahoad b. 'AIi al-Jassas (d' l7O AFf)' shaykh

Rawzbihas a]-Baqali (d. 606 AII), Shaykh Ibn 'Al.abi (d. 638 AII), 'Ali b' Muhamoad al-Khizin (d' 725 AH)'

,Abd al-Rahmen al-Tha'alibi (d. 876 AII), Jaltl al-Din al-Suyuli (d. 911 Al0, Thaoa' Allah Aoritsari (d' 1367

AII), and Abu'l-A'la Maud[di (d. 1399 A]I)'

"Abd Allah b. Muslim b. Qutaybah, Tafir Ghanb al'Qur'an' 36'

rAbu,l-Layth Nasr b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Ibribim al-samarqandi, Batn al:tJtnm, eds. 'Ali Muhammad

Mu.awwad et al. @eirut: Dar al-Kurub al-'Ikniryah, t4l3/lgg3),1:244; Abu lshaq Alrmad al-Tha'labi', Al'Kashl

ua,l-Baydn,ed. Abn Muhammad b. 

"Ashnr 

@eirut: Dar Ilryi' al-Turith aiJArabi, 1422/2002),3:8; Ab[ 'l-FIasan

.Aii b. Ahmad al-\(ahidi al-Nisabori, at\vasitfiTafir al'Qur'an al'Mafid,eds. 'Adil at'mad'Abd al-Mawlud er al'

@eirur: Dar al-Kutub al-'Ilmiyyah, 1415/ l9g4), 1:448; Abu Muhammad al-Husayn b' Mas'ud al-Baghawi'

Ma'ilirn al.Tanzil,eds. Khalid'Abd al-Rahman al-'Akk and MarwSn Sawir (Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rifah' o d)' l:277;
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Besides the above.mentiooed, al-Tha.labi, mendons another derivarion of the word,

t:l]* is mutanjal (sic), which means the breath. since through the Injil, Allah enriched the

suaits of the people of the Tavrrah, it was called Injil.' Latter commentators like al-Baghawi'

al-Tabrasi, al-Razi, al-Qurtubi, Ibn 'Adil and al-Alosi also mention this meaning' 
2

Perhapsal-Tha.labiisphefirstcoflunentatorwhomentionstheviewthatlnjiiis

pronounced in Syriac language as Inqliyunwhich means shari'ah'r Al-'\rahidi' al-Baghawi' aI-

Qurnrbi, Ibn 'Adil, al-Bartrsawi and Ibn 'Aiibah also repeat this view' a

Ab[.Alial-Fadlb.al.$asanb'al.Fadlal.Tabrasi,Majma,al.BayanfiTof",al.Qur,an,ed.IbrahirnShamsa]-I)rn

@eirut: Dar al-Kutub a1-'Ilmiyyah, l4l8/ 1997),2:182. He holds that the son is called najL of his father' becausc

his father draws him out of his own backbone aud his vrife's womb' The Iniil was named so' because the

knowledge of lawful and unlawf-,I marters had been deduced from ir. It helps to suggest that al-Tabrasi (d' 535

AH) views the Injil as a book of comroandoents.; Al-Fakhr 
^l-I(ez7, 

dl'T4fir al'Kabir' 7:171; Mut'ammad b'

Ahmad ai-Qunu bi, dl.Jarni, li Abham al.Qltan'eds. $adqi Muhammad Jamil and 
.Irfan al-.Ashsha (Beirut: Dar al-

Fikr, 1ai4l199a), vol. 2, pan 4, pp.7-|;Ab[ $afg 'umar b. 'Ali b. 'Adil al-flanbali, 4l'LubAb fi'lJlnm aLKi-ab'

eds. 
,Adit Ahmad'Abd al-Maw)ud er al. (Beirut: Dlr al-Kutub a1-'Ilmiyyah, 1419/1998)' 5:19'20' He holds that it

is oamed Iniil, for it was derived trom al-Lauth al-Mahfaz.i Burben al-Drn Abir'l-Hasan Ibrahim b' 'umar al-

Btql,i, Nazm al-Dlrar fi Tankfi al.Aydt an al'Suwar (Cairo: Ddr al-Kitab al-Islami ' t413/ 1996) ' 4:208' FIc

repons it from al-Hareli (d. 637 AI{). In his view, Iuiil is called so, because it drew out the extract oI rhe light of

tbe Tawrih aod disclosed rhe inner side of the commandments of which the Tawrlh showed rhe outer side only';

Isma.il Haqqi al-Barisawi, Tafsir Ruh al-Bay*n,ed. Ahmad 'ubayd wa 'hnyah @eirut: Dar iirye' al-Turath al-

, Lrabi, 742|/2001), 9:70' on the contrary, while interpreting the verse (3:3), he holds thar the Tawrah and rhe

Iniil botb are noo-Arabic n,ords; The Tawrah is Hebraic and the Iniil is Syriac'; Rl-Alirsi' Ruh al'Ivla'ini' 3:103 '

lAl.Tha.1abi, al-Kashf wa,l-Bayin,3:8. He repons this view from .Ali b' .ise. (d. 420 AH)'

2Al-Baghawi, Ma'alim al-Tanzil.,l:277; AlTabras i, Majma' al'Bayan,2"182' He reports this view from Ibn Fudal

(d.224 or29o AH); AI-R^zi, al-Tafir al-Kablr,7:17|;A1-Qu4ubi, dl.lami, li Ahham al.Qurin' vol. 2, pan 4, pp.

7.8; Ibn , 

^dil, 
ot.Lubab fi,Utilm al.Kifib,5:19.20. ln his view, accordiog to this oeaning, it is named Injil,

because ir provided comfo *s (tawsi'ah)aod declared some unlawful things lawful'; Al-Alusi' Rtb 4l'M|'ani' 3tla1'

'Al-Tha'labi,,4/- Kashf wa' l' Bayan, 1$

lAl-\iflahidi, al.lYasit fi Tafsir al-Qar'an al-Ma1id,1:448. He Eestions that the Tavi'rih, the Iniil and the Zabur

were nours arabized from Syriac and Hebraic laoguages. Therefore, they do not need to be in accordance with

the paradigms of the Arabic language. These oouns are pronounced in Syriac language as Tui' Inhliyttn and

Zu[ta,; It|.Baghawi, l4a,ilim al.TanLil, |:277. The sarne view has been mentioned above from al..I,ha.iabt.
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IIe also menriotrs, that al-Hasan (d- 110 AH) Pronounces it as "Ani-rl". However, others

protrounce it as 
*Inirl" \ke iklZl: Al-TUst (d. 450 AH), al-Tabrasi, al-Zamakhshari, d-Qurtubr

and Ibn 'Aiibah also point to this difference' 
2

Shaykhal.Tusi,aS}i!commentator'mentionstharthewordlnjilwasderivedfrom

the najlrhat means asl (the source). He records fromal-ztr;ii (d. 311 AH) that ia the view of all

the philologists, the Injil is like the paradigm af\l (sic), derived fromnajl.It is called Injrl, he

argues, because it is one of the gources of knowledge.' Other commentators who agree with a]-

Tirsi on this are al-\(a$dt, al-Tabrasi, al-Razr, al-Qurrubi and Ibn 'Adil''

Elsewhere in his commentary, however, al-Tusi mentions somc other meamtgs of najl

as well. t

Nevenheless, he gave its meaning * Law (shari'ah) aud qot as crowt (al'iktifi,In facr, he views that Injil is like

iktil, in rhererms of paradigm. It seems that al-Baghawi quotes this information from al-Tha'labi' but he confuses

the paradigm with the meaning.; Al-Qunubi, ul.JAmi'li Abkan al-Quran, vol. 2, pan 4, pp.7-8. He recorded it

froo al-Tha'labi and quoted it as Inhliyun.;Ibn 'Adil, al'Lubab fi'ulum al'Kitab,5:19-20; Al-Baru sawl Tafsir Rah

al.Bayin,2:6.; Abu,l-,Abbas Ahmad b. Mulammad b. al-Mahdi b. 'Aiibah, at-Bal.tr al-MafidfiTafsir al'Qur'an al-

Maitd., ed.,umar Ahmad al-Riwi @eirur: Dir al-Kutub a1-'Ilmiyyah, 1423/2002),7:329.

IAi-Tha'1abr, al-Kashf ua'l-Bayzn, 3:8

zAbn 
Ja.far Mulrammad b. al-Hasan al-Tnsi, ul-Tiblan fi. Tafsir al'Qur'zn, cd. Ahmad Habib Qasir al-'Amili

@eirut: Dar Ihyr' a1-Tureth al-'Arabi, n d), 3:54142. Nevenheless, unlike al-Tha'labi, he comments that this is

an irregular and weak opiaion, for tke Arabic language does not have any word like afl'; Al-Tabrasi, Maima'al'

Ba'd,n,2:18?; Malrm1d b. 'umar al-Zamakhshari, al-Kashshaf 'an Haqa'iq Ghawamid al'Tanzil 'wa 'uyun al'

Aqautitfi Vujilb at-Tafuit (Beirut: Dar al-Kiteb alrArabi, o d), 1:335-35. He argues that since the Arabic language

does not have any paradigm \ke al\1, this recitatioo suggests its non-Arabic origio'; Al-Qu4'tbl, al'Jamt' li

Ahkam al-Qnran, vol. 2, pan 4, pp.7'8;Ibn'Aiibah, al-Bahr alMa&d,t'329'

rAbu 
Ja,far Muhammad b. al-Hasao al-lns\, al.Tibyan fi Tafiir al-Qur'in, 2:391. This knowledge could be of both

legal and mystic.

,Al-\vebidi, al.\Vasitfi Tafiir al.Q*r'an al-Mafid, 1t448. However, he records from Ibn al-Aobali (d. 328 an) that

lnjil is called this name, because it was a source for those peopie to whom it was revealed and according to ir they

acted.; Al-Tabrasi, Majma'. al-Ba|an,2:182; Al-Rezi, al-Tafit al-Kabr,7:171; Ai-Qunubl, dl'Jami' li Al2kam al'

Qnran,voL 2, part 4, pp. 7-8; Ibn 'Irdt, al'Lrtbab fi Ahm al'Kithb, \19-20'

5 Al-lusi, al-T;byan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an,3:54742. These are (a) ro draw out the warer froo the eanh (b) the son (c)

to cut some thing, that is why, a reaping hook is called minial. lt is clear that al-Ttsi considers the Injil as
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Al-Tabrasi menrions rhar some scholars hold that najl means consequencc lfar\ rhat ts

whythesoniscallednajl.|nthiscase,thelnjilisaconsequerce(far)o{theTawrahfrom

which it was deduced.' This view implies that the Iniil is not an independent book of

commandments.

It seems that al-Zamakhshari is tle first colnmentator who holds that the lniil is a non-

Arabic word and subsequently it does no! need to be derived from the root najl'! Although'

some of his predecessorsr had aiready mendoned it, they merely referred to it as one of the

opinions, but did not owtr it. The laler commentators 'Abd Allil d-Nasafl (d' 710 AH) and

Abtr'l-Sa'td (d. 982 AH) also hold the same view of al-Zamakhshari'o

Al-Razi, a theologian and rationalist coElmentator of the Qur'an firmly prefers the

viewpoint of al-Zamakhshari and holds that the Tawrah is Hebraic name and the Injil is

Syriac one, perhaps presumi,,g that the original language of the Tawrlh is I{cbrew and of the

hjil is Syriac.5 However, he mentions the views of other scholars about the derivation o[

these words as well. He menrions four views, but three of them had already been mentioned

by his predecessors. The new one, which al-Rizt offers on the authoriry of Ab[ 'Amr al-

Shaybani (d, 206 AH) suggests that the word Injil has been derived from al-tanajul, which

mians ,.ro quarrel". Accord.ing to this viewpoint, the Book of 'Isa (peace be on him) is called

lnjil, for the Chrisrians quarreled about it.u Al-Qurmbi, Ibn 'Adil and al-Alust dso quote this

meaning. 7 This view reveals the fact that the Arabs were familiar with the controversies of

originally ao Arabic word.

lAl-Tabrasr, Majma' al'BaYan, 2:182.

rAl-Zamakhshari, al- Kaslxhnf, 1:335-36.

rFor instance, al-Tha'labi, al-\flehidi and al-Baghawi'

,.Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Mahmud al-Nasafi, Ma&rib al-Tanzi! wa Haqd'iq al'Ta'uil, ed. Zakariyya 'Amnt

@eirut: Dar a1-Kutub a1-'Ilmiyyah, 1415/lgg5\,1:162; Abo 'l-Sa'ud, Irshad al''Aql al'sahm ila Mazava al-Kitilt al-

Karim, hencef.onb Inb-ad at''Aql al-Safrm (t p: Dar al-Fikr, o d), 1:325'

s However, Ibo Taymiyyah would argre again5l 1f,. second pan of this view and would hold that the original

language of the Iniil is Hebrew rather than Syriac. See, Almad b. Taymiyyah, al-Jauab al'sahib, 3:32-33'

6A1-Razr, al-Tafir al. KabEr, 7 :17 l.
7Al-Qunubi, dl-JAm;' li Ableam al.Qurin,vol. 2, pan 4, pp. 7-8; Ibn 'Adil, al-Lubab fi 'tllum al'Kitab' 5:19-20; Al-
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Christians over &e Injil.

After mentioning these views, however, a]-Razi criticizes those scholars who attempt

to derive it from Arabic roots. He argues that they hold that every word must be derived

from some orher one. llowever, if this were the case, it would necessarily lead to either ad

infi.nitum or circular argument. Nevenheless, since both the options are fallacies, there must

be some original words frora which all other words would be derived' He continues to afgue

that if the Tawrah were na*ed because of its clariry and the lnjil were named because of its

being sotfce, then every 6lsar ghing must be named Tawrih and every thing that is source for

something else, must be called Injil. However, since the case is not so, the linguistic

nomination @ ad.' al'lugh ah) is i:revitable''

\(/hile interpreting the word Injil, al-Qurrubi offers the following new meanings'

(a)Shamir(d.255AH)garratesfromsomescholarsthatlnjiliseverywrittenbook

that contains manY lines.'

(b) It has been derived f.rom najal, which means to work or to make something' as

a poet said:

".J* tJe:-":r r-tjj l.,r Fl"

It means, I vrill do or make...'r

Unlike other commentators, Haqqam (d. 1335 AH), a Musli- corunentator of British

India, holds thar the word Iniil is the arabized form of the Hebrew wofi Angiyul, which

verbally means good news. It stands for the book, which descended to 'Isa (peace be on him)

and perished during the disasters caused by Caesars.t Perhaps he is the only commentalor who

Altrsi, RAh al'Ma'ani, 3:1Q3.

IAl-Razi, al-Tafsir al-Kabtr, 7 :77 l.

rlt indicates that the Injil must have been in the shape of a book'

3Ai-Qunubi, dl-lani' li Abhaffi al'Qur-an, vol. 2' pan 4' pp.7-8'

{Abd al-Haqq Haqqinr., Tafitr Fath al-Mannan al-Mashlrur bi Tafsir Haqqani (Lahore, Shaykh Ghulam 'Ali and

sons, 1951), 7:48. Perhaps the only exception is Abn L.Iayyan (d. /45 AH) who also holds that Injil is a }lebraic

word. However, unlike H"qqeoi he does not mentiou its Hebraic pronunciation. Muhammad b' Ynsuf Abn

Hayy*, Tafiir al-Bahr al-Mulit, (Beirut, Der al-Fikr, 1403/198\)' 2:37 L'

100



holds that the Injil is originally'a Hebrew word'

Rashid Rida (d. 1354 AH) metrtions first time in the exegetical literature, that the word

Injil has a Greek origin, which means good new's or new teaching.l Al-Tabetaba'i (d' 1a03 i\H)

and Amin Ahsan Islehi (d. 1418 AH)also hold that Iniil is originally a Greek word, though,

they do not meotion its Greek origio. l

Mutrammad al-Jahir b. 'Ashur (d. 1393 AH), suggests that the word lnjil is an arabized

form of the Latin (rumi) word, hhanjayliyumr, which means good news. He mentions that al-

Qurt-ubi quoted from al-Tha'labi that the Injil is the arabized form of the Syriac (suryAni)

wo.d Inhliyun. He criricizes al-Tha'labi's view by saying that he became confused by placing

Syriac (Suryd.niyyah) in lieu of Latn (Ramiyyab). He argues that this word is not Syriac, but

since the Christians of Iraq spoke of it, al-Tha'labi took it as a Syriac, or there is a mistake in

the text and the correct read.iog is al-Yfinaniyyab (Greek) instead ol al'Suryaniylai (Syriac)' In

Greek, rt is Aarwanayliyfina , which means a forceful w ord (al-lafz ol-fo;tb) 't

It is interesring that some scholars suggest that the word Injil might have had Persian

origins.u

This survey of Islamic literature reveals that the erymological discussion about the

rAl-sayyid Muhammad Rashid RidI, Taf$r al-Manar, ed. Ibrahim Shams al-Din @eirut: Dar al-Kutub al-

'Ilmiyyah, l42o / 1999), 3:132.

2 Muhammad Husayn al-Jabataba'i, al-lyftzi.n rt Tof", al.Qur'Zn (Qum: Mu'assasat Matbu'itay Isma'iliyan,

l3gl/Lg7Z),3:9; Amin Ahsan Islihi, Tadabbur-i Qrr'Zn (-ahore Faran Foundetion, 1982), 8:159' Islehi (d. 1418

aH) adds that there is oo conrroverry in that the Injil is origiaally Greek word which meaus good news (ai'

Bdshzrah). He suggests that siqce the special mission of the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him) was to prophecy about

the Propher Muhammad (peace be on him) who was to come after him, his Book was named Iniil (good new$,

so that its name should reveal the oature of his oission.

I The Latin pronunciation of this word is as euangelium. Raymond F. Collins, "Gospel", ed. Mircea Eltade, The

Encyclopedia of Rellgioz (New York: Macroillan Publishing Company, 1987), 6:79.

o The Greek pronunciation oI this word is as Eoayy|ltov. G. C. Anawari, "Indiil", E/'(kiden: Ii. J. Brill' 1971),

3:1205; Liddle and Scott, Greek-English Dictionary (n. p., n. p., n. d.), 267 .

5Muhammad al-Jehir Ibn ' lshu, al-Talmr vta 'l'Tanuir, 1:749 .

6Al-Tabataba'i, al-lfizan fi Tafsir al-Qtr'd.n, 3:9.
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word I8iil is not focused on in the early Islamic literature' Perhaps that is why many scholars

do not talk about it. Those early scholars, who discuss it, hold that it is originally an Arabic

word derived from rhe Arabic roor najl or najal. However, since this root has different

meani-ngs they also differ about its derivations. Perhaps Abu Ishaq Ahmad al-Tha'1abi is the

first who mentions the Syriac pronunciation of rhe word Iniil, but it seems that al-

Zamakhshari is the first commentator to hold that the Injtl is a noo-Arabic word and that it

does not need to be derived from the root najl. Al-Razr further elaborates on this view and

severely criticizes those scholars who attempt to derive it from Arabic rooE' Nevertheless' in

spite of this, maay commetrtators after al-Rea cotrtirued to consider it an Arabic word' \(ith

the dawn of modern era, however, the classical approach to this matter, changes in rwo ways'

(a) They begin to pay less attetrtior to the erymological discussions'

(b) They almost agree on t}at it is a non-Arabic word'

Modern Muslim scholars atribute this word to dilferent foreign languages such as

Hebrew, Latin, and Persian, but preferably to the Greek. It seems that those who consider its

origin as oon-Arabic are closer to the reality' for the Injil was first introduced to the non-Arabs

and then Arabs came to know it. Therefore, it seems quite natural and logical that when Arabs

came ro know this scripture they arabized i$ name for their o*,, u"' It may be noted that in spite

of all controversies among the modern Muslim scholars over the origin of the word Injil' they

almost agree on that this word means good news. This is quite different from the classical view

and there is apparently no relation berween them. It seems that the views of the modern

commentators have been influenced by the occidental researches, for some westertr schoiars

suggesr that this is originally a Greek word which entered the Arabic eirher directly or through

one of some other Semitic toogues. N6ldeky would prefer the Ethiopian as a medium language''

I Anhur Jeffery , The foreign Vocabulary of the Qur'an'71-72'
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3,2 COMMANDMENTS OF THE N'IJTL AND TIfi'IR NATURE

In rhis sectioo, an arrempr would be made to shed light on the views of Muslim scholars about

the commandments of the ln!il and their nature' The basic question of this section is whether

the Inj-il had comman.l*ents according to the Muslim scholars or not' Moreover' i{ it

conrained them, what was th'eir nature? Again those who discuss these questions among

Muslim scholars are mostly Qur'anic commetrtators'

It is, however, interesting that many early and later Muslim scholars do not provide

any information about the commandmenrs of the Iniil and their nature'' A study of Islamic

literature reveals that Muslim scholarship is not of single view in this regard. Some scholars

hold that the Inj-rl did contain commandmentsl the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him) had an

independent sharl,ah (the Law); he was enjoined to act according to its iaiunctions -

regardless they were small io number or large; and not to Practice according to the Tawrah

alone. 2 k implies that the Injil was an iadependent book of laws' However' those

commandmenrs of the Tawrah, which were not abrogated by the Injil were also binding'

Muqetilb'Sulayman(d.15oaH)providessomespecificinformationaboutthe

commandmenrs of the Injil. He holds that the ln)il commanded its followers to {orgive

murderer, injurer and beater ind not to get revenge on them'3 He is of the view that

;, trrr*, ,t a,*rt", Ibn Abi Hrtim, al-Mituridi, al-Jassis, al-Tha'labi, al'Tusi, al-vthidr, al-Baghawr' al-

Tabrasi, Shaykh Rawzbihen al-Baqali, al-Qunubi, al-Nasafi, al-Tha'alibi, Ibn 'Adil, al-Su}'uri' Rashid Rida' Ibn

,Ashor and Abn ,l-A,la Maududi do not discuss rhe commandments of the Iniil and their nrture'

zSee, al-Zamakh shari, al-Kasbsbif,l:639. He argues for this view, by { e 'ir' Jii G, Jii' $l 5*i; } (5:47) 'Let the

People of the Gospel Judge by what Atlah hath revealed therein'"' and {*tii; u; 'lt tu Ji } (5'48) "To each

amoog you have we prescribed a law and an oPetr way."; Al-Razi, al'Tafit al'Kabir 12:9' That is why' he argues'

the people of the lnjil were comnanded to judge by what Allah revealed therein'; Al-Biqa'r' Nazm al'Dttrat'

was abrogared by the advent of the Prophet 'lsl (peace be on him).; Ibn'Aiibah, al'Bal2r at'Mafid' 2:+9; Al-AlUsi'

Rab al-Ma,ani,6t43G37;At-$aqqaui, pref.*e, Tafir Haqqazi, 118. He holds that most of the comoandments of

the Tawrah and the Iniil were preserved in theu existing Tawrih and the lniil' Therefore' it helps to conclude

thar the People of the Book had the commandments of the Tav,,rih and the Iniil in that time'

rMuqitil b. Sulaymin b. Bashir, Tafsir Mu4atil b. SulaytnZn,ed. At'orad Farid @eirut: Dar al-Kutub al-'Ilmiyyah'

the

the
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commandments coocerning the stoning (rajm) adfornication (zi'na) were the parts of the

Tawrah and nor of the Iniil.l He also mentions some cortmandments which were abrogated in

the Injil, as the Prophet 'Isa ft>eace be oo him)

clawed animals and fish, which q/ere unlawful

Sabbath.2

declared 1a*4ul to eat those meats' suet'

for the Israelites as well as he annulled

all

thee

be on him),t but he does not mentror

of the Tawrah or it introduced some

Al-TabarisuggeststhatthelnjilwasanexplanationofAllah,scommandments,which

He liked for rhe pious beings in the era of 'Isa (peace

whether the lniil explained the same commandments

new injunctions. Ilowever, al-samarqandi stales that the Injil contai-oed the samc teachings o[

the Tawrah concerning tatoh-r.d(oneuess of God) and some other comEandments' Perhaps' he

wan$ ro say thar rhe Iniil confirmed dl the ulul of the Tawrah and abrogated some of its

furu, as well as it confirmed the others. He also maintains that the lnjil commanded the

Christians to forgive the transgressors'a

It seems that Sufis have a unique approach tovrards the commandments of the Inirl'

The Sufi commentaror Shaykh Ibn 'Arabt (d. 538 aH) declares that the Iniil comained the

inrernal/spirirual sciences (al-'utam al-batinah),which was ingenerated from the sciences of the

disclosures of attributes ('ulum tajalliyat al-sifit), the commaodments of attributes and the

commandmenis concer!.ing the condidons of the heart and its attributes and acts's ln this

way, he suggesrs that the Ini'rl mostly contaired the knowledge of the disclosure o[ the

attributes, the ethics, the admonitions aud the homilies which concerned the purificadon aad

1424/2003),1:303.Perhaps,hegotthisinformatioofromtheGospelofMatthew(5:38)'

rlbid. 1:311. Perhaps, he is referring to the Gospei of John (t:3-11), which tells how Jesus maoaged to restrain the

scribes and Pharisees from stoaing a woman who had been caught in adultery'

'?Ibid. 1:171'

3Abu 
Ja'far Muhammad b. Jarir all$at\, Jami' al'BayZn' t0:373'

4Al-samarqaodi, Babr a!-'ulum,1:440-41. Perhaps, he got this informatiou from the Gospel of Matthew (5t38)'

sMulyi ,I-Din b. 'Ali b. Muham mtd, Tafit lbn 'Afrti' ed. Samir Musrafa Rabab (Beirut: Dar Ihye' al-Turarh al-

, fuabi, 1422/2001), 1:188. On the contrary, he holds that the Tawrah was the book of external scierrces (al-'ulim

al-zabirah)and the commandmeuts concerning with acts (al'afal1 uwell as it discussed the condidons of rhe soul

and its atuibutes.
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enlightenment of the heart.

Like Sufis, some other scholars are also inclined to interpret the injunctions of the Injil

in an ascetic and spirirual way.' Al-Biqa'i suggests drat the Injil contained the inner facts only.

It discussed the spiritual maners (al-umur al-nafsaniyyah) q/hich concerned the life of the

Hereafter. It nor only ignored the worldly reformation; rather condemned it' Concisely, the

Injil was revealed to achieve the goal of the Hereafter and to condemn the worldly things,

remaining liraited to achieving minimum success in this world. The revelation of rhe lnjil, in

facr, was the manifestation of Sfr'r na:rrre al-Bitin2 It seems that al-Biqa'i also has a mystical

view about the Injil He considers the Injil a book that discussed the spirirual issues more than

legal ones. ln addition to this, he classifies the iujunctions of the Ioiil into rwo categories: a/-

muhham, vrhich could be understood by everyone atd al'mutasbabih, which could be

comprehended only by specilic srrara. Moreover, out of those who understood the Iniil, only

pious people observed its limits (al-ltudad).1 Obviously, this categorization of commandments

echoes dre Qur'anic notion which has been expressed in the verse (3:6)' a

Since the Qur'an meffions the Injil as an admonition, some scholars describe it as

containing forceful sermons, q/arnings and proverbs.s This view presents rhe Injil as more

identical to the. existing canonical Gospels. It seems that later Muslim scholars tend to coruult

the existing Gospels to explain the narure of the i-njunctions of the Iniil' Al-Barusawi, for

insrance, menrions soroe commandments, which had been made obligatory {or the Christians.

I Muhamoad b. 'Abd al-Karim al-shdhrastani, al-Milal wa 'tNibal, l:255. He maintains that the Tawrth contains

only the commandments of the general and ourward manoers, as well as the Iniil includes only those of personal

and inward conduct.

tALBiqa'i, Nazm al-Durar,4:208-09. lu contrast, according to him, the commandments o[ the'I'awrah werc based

on the following three principles: (a) to encompass visible acts (b) to reform the worldly condition (c) and to get

success in the Hereafter. In this way, the Tawrah was a comprehensive book of phenomena, revealed to reform

rhis word as well as ro achieve success i-o the Hereafter and its revelation was the madfestation of Allah's uame

al-Zihir.Thus, both the boohs encompassed the internal and external malters as a whole'

rlbid.,6:159.

.(3:6) \ua\s 1ii 45i' ii ; :,u<; :,ql c' ;E(r l'$ j;i siir e| {

5'A1-Khazin, Lubab al-Ta'wil, 2:50.
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These are as follow,

(") If someone slapped your right cheek let him slap your left cheek too'

(b) If someone carried off your cloak give him your shirt too'

G) Christians were nor allowed to claim any retaliation against any offence

commimed by anyone to their lives or limbs.I

It is quite clear that al-Brawsawr is referring to the following verses of the Gospels,

(") \Thoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also'

Matthew (5:39)

(b) If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your

cloak also. Manhew (5:40)

G) Yo., h"r. heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a

tooth. But I tell you not to resist an evil person.' Matthew (5:38)

\7hile interpreting the verse (3:50), Ibn 'Aiibah mentions those commandments of rhe

Tawrah that the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him) abrogated, such as to permit eating the suet,

the fat of the intestines and the flesh of camel, and to legitimize working on Sabbath.:

On the co rary, some Muslirn scholars suggest that only the Tawrah cootained

commandmenrs and that the lnjil contaioed only some naansikh. ' Al-Shahrastani proclaims

rAlsarisawi, Tafsir Rub al'Baynn, 9A5t.

'zfbo'Aiibah, al-Bahr al'Nattd, l:321.

rAl-eadi 'Abd al-Jabber, Tathbit Ddla'il al.Nuhruwab, ed. Abd al-Karim 'Uthmin @eirut: Dir al-'Arabiyyah,

n.d.), 1:9. He suggests that the Prophet 'Isa (peace be on him) was sent to the People of Israel with the code o[

Musa (peace be on him) and the co-tandments of rhe Tawrlh'; Abu'l-Hasan Mut'ammad b' Abi Dharr Yusuf

al-,Ao.iri, Kitab al.l'lam bi Manaqib alJslbm, ed. At,mad 'Abd al-Hamid Ghurab (Riyadh: Dar al-Asalah li al-

Thaqafah wa al-Nashr wa al-I'lam, n.d.), 208. He also says rhat the Christianity does not have the concept o[ the

financial worship (at-'ibadac al.maliyyah), arguing by the following saying of the Messiah: *r- Jur .t:]r J't ':-i --"

"q.E3,. tp rrrL-. The Messiah said this when he was asked about the alms. Ibid., 143. The exact words of this saying

are not found io the existing New Testament. Perhaps, the closest text to al-'Amiri's quotation is Luke 12:13-14'

See, ibid., foornote no. 2. However, quite interestingly al-'Amiri proclaims that Chrisdans believe in war for the

safeguard of religiou and argues that it would not be against the teaching of the Messiah: ;.' .f-L ,r'!r JL iJ ,'''

',.-,1r, for this sayiug merely means to forgive and bear patiently, in the same way as the following maxim oeans:
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