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Farahi School of thought and its stance on Sunnah and Hadith
(A Critical Analysis)
Abstract:

Farahi school of thought is attributed to Hameed-ud-Din Farahi (1863-
1930) an eminent scholar of Sub-continent, basically known for his ground
breaking work on the concept of Nazm or coherence in the Quran in the recent
Muslim history. This School has a certain approach to Hadith of the Prophet
(peace be ypon him), beginning from terminology, further extending to validity
and authenticity.

The aforementioned approach, which is found in a scattered form in the
works of Farahi and in a compiled and organized one in the works of Islahi and
Ghamidi, led to a debate and controversy among intellectuals, Some consider it
as a balanced approach, while others perceive it as a contradictory stance to the
predominant approach and a denial of Hadith.

This study aims to explore the real stance of Farahi school of thought.
regarding Swunmnah and Hadith, based on impartial analysis and critical
appreciation.

The research restricts to discuss the views of three prominent figures of
the school: Farahi (the fouder), Amin Ahsan Islahi (a distinguished student &
interpreter of Farahi) and Javid Ahmad Ghamidi (student of Islahi), comparing
their views with the traditional approaches.

This dissertation consists of a preamble and two chapters. The preamble
presents the detailed biographies of the three figures and delineates the
circumstances: ideological, political and social, accompanied with the
emergence of this school of thought.

The 1% chapter has two sub-chapters. The first part debates, inclusively,
the exegetical principles adopted by Farahi and embraced by both Islahi and
Ghamidi. It presents a comprehensive dissection of these principles.

The second part deals with the terminology of Sumnah and Hadith. This
school restricts the word “Summah” to the practical aspect of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) life, transferred through frequent practices of
Islamic society, and the word “Hadith” to the reported knowledge of the
Prophet (peace be upon him). It tends to prefer-the former over the latter always.
Ghamidi exceeds further and considers that Swunmah is the way of Prophet
Ibrahim (peace be on him) implemented by Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
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him) with some renovations and additions. After a thorough analysis, it is
deduced that both points of views, perhaps, have no solid groumds neither
traditional nor rational.

The 2™ chapter is an extensive critical study of Farhies dealing with
Hadith from both aspects: the Isnad (chain of reporters) and Matn (text). The
school inclines to confine the Mutawatir (consecutive) to the practical Sunnah
other than Agqwal (sayings) and Tagreerat {verbal or silent approval of the
companions deeds by Prophet (peace be upon him)}. According to Islahi and
Ghamidi “there are certain flaws in Isnad, which must be taken into account
when hadith is used as argument”. They also suggest several foundations and
principles to judge the authenticity of Hadith and understand it as well. This
section carries out full account of all these views and issues, analyzing their
pros and cons.

In addition to that, This humble work also focuses on some key issues
related 1o jurisprudence and Islamic Law, like specification and abrogation of
Quranic provisions by Sunnah, the status of weak Hadith, the authenticity of
Ahad (isolated Hadith), Rgim (stoning), photography, the condition of being
Qureshi for caliphate, the dominance of Islam, whether it is limited to the
Arabic Peninsula or it encompasses the whole world?.

The thesis concludes that the Farahies do not have an explicit denizl of
Hadith, as some people seem to allege them, however, their behavior of
negligence and nonchalance towards Hadith may be observed and not be easily
ignored, where it ranked after the Arabic language / pre-Islamic literature and
the Nazm (coherence) among their principles of Tafseer.

It is evident that confiming Sunnah to the frequent practice of Muslim
Society has no substantial argument on its back, as we se¢e that many baseless
beliefs and practices spread in the society and replace the Sunnah. In this case,
if Hadith is left aside, the Muslims will be unable to differentiate wrong from
right, and Sunnah from Bidaa (innovation).

The definition of Sunnah adopted by Ghamidi has no precedent in the
Islamic history. It has ambiguities and contradictions as well.

It is suggested that the researchers should study the Farahi School of
thought from other aspects too, such as the coherence in the Quran, their
ovérwhelming focus on Arabic language and reliance on previous scripfures. It
is also necessary to study each figure of this school separately to highlight the
similarities and distinctions,
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