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and strategically important, however highly neglected. People of Balochistan have
been facing severe problems right from the creation of Pakistan. But the general
VIawa»reness about the importance of this province and the issues it is confronted with is
minimal. Furthermore, geo-politics of energy resources is of great importance and
needs to be discussed in detail. It is because of the fact that the ongoing separatist
movement in Balochistan is very much linked with the resources and strategic
location of the province. It is very important to know changing dynamics of politics in
the region, especially in the last decade. So this study will explore these issues in

detail and will present suggestions as to address them.
14 Literature Review

Baloch ethno-nationalism can’t be understood without knowing historical facts related
to Baloch and Balochistan. In this regard, researcher has'found helpful work of Mir
Gul Khan Naseer (1979), a reputed and well-known writer on history of Balochistan.
In his book “Tareekh-e-Balochistan” he provided enough and authentic information
about history of Baloch. It also helped the researcher in understanding the relations of
Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah and Khan of Kalat, Mir Ahmed Yar Khan. The
other important book is “Back to the Future: The Khanate of Kalat and the Genesis of
Bal&:h Nationalism 1915 — 1955’ writter_l by Martin Axmann (2009). He explained
Nations and nationalism by developing conceptual framework. He-aléo discussed the
rise and fall of Kalat confederacy in detail. Moreover, he also discussed the accession
of Kalat state to the federation of Pakistan. Anatol Lieven’s (2011) work, “Pakistan a
Hard Country” also provided enough information regarding the concerns of Baloch
leadership about;»mega projects, especially about Gawadar deep sea port. He also

discussed the Centre-Province relations during early years of Musharaf’s rule. Aisha
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1.7 Theoretical Framework

For understanding the Baloch ethno nationalism from past to present the theory of
Regional Security Complex has been blended with Perennialist and Primodialist
approaches. It is because of the fact that Baloch nationalism has always been there,
however, now energy politics has a significant effect on Baloch ethno nationalism and
has broadened the scope of the study. Unlike previous uprfsings, current uprising have
also a significant link with geo-politics of energy resources. Importance of re;sources,
especially energy resources are a type of incentive for Baloch to fight for separate
homeland. Furthermore, geo-strategic location and pipeline politics further made the
situation complex (Marri D. S., 2016). Now different global as well regional actors
are involved on one hand and a continued low scale war between Baloch insurgent

groups and Pakistan army on other end.
1.8 Perennialist Approach

According to this approach although nationalist ideology might be a current and
modern phenomenon, but nations “also have pre-modemn roots. Moreover,
Perennialism has tw:o mgin forms. The first type is “Continuous Perennialism”, which
asserts that nations have a long and continuous history and can trace history to pre-
modern fimes or even time immemorial. The other type is “Recurrent Perennialism”,
and it does not empﬁasize on continuity, but that a nation in general is perennial apd
ubiquitous. It reappears in every period of history and can be found in every part of
the world. According to perennialist view, nations ﬁave been there since time

immemorial. Due to recurrent nature they change and reappear. This belief is founded
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marginalized provincial autonomy. Resultantly, negation of Baloch identity & culture,

economic deprivation, political marginalization and use of force by federal

government on one hand, and the divergence of interests of global and regional actors
in the region on other end have created a security complex situation. It is because

these actors are competing for their economic, political and strategic interests.
1.10 Objectives of the Study

1 '~ To explain Baloch ethno nationalism with keeping )in view the ground realities.

2 To explore new dimensions of ongoing Baloch ethno national movement, which
is nécessary to understand Baloch concerns.

3 To explore the effects of geo-politics in the region’ fof understanding the Baloch
ethno- national movement and state policy.

4 To analyze the role and interests of regional as well as global actors in
competition for energy reso;nc_es.

5 To highlight the socio-economic and political issues for possible solutions.

6 To analyze the convergence point of interests of major stake holders in the geo-

politics of energy resources.
1.11 Research Methodology

The research is qualitative in nature which involves the deductive method as it starts
from theory to observation. Furthermore, the research is based on historical, analyticai
and descriptive method Bécause the issue is historically deep rooted. For the
colleétion of data, both primary and secondary sources have been used. For collecting
primary data interviews, focused group discussions and Random-sampling have been

conducted from the concerned people such as Baloch and Pushtoon students,

11




47

politicians, scholars to know their perceptions about the problem. In addition to that
data has also been collected through participant observation in protests and through
Questionnaires: Moreover, books, magazines, newspapers, documentaries, archival

data and research articles have been used as secondary sources.
1.11.1 Interviews

Thf: main tool of research during field work was Interviews with students, teachers,
politicians and reséarchers. The researcher met with more than: fifty concerned people,
but managed to interview only forty. Most of the interviews with students were
conducted in universities of Islamabad. Qauid-E-Azam University, International
Islamic University, and National University of Modemn Languages, Islamabad, were
the main places to find and meet Baloch students as well as Pushtoon students of
Balochistan. Interviews with students were more like discussions than proper
interviews, but formal interviews were conducted from poliﬁcians and other senior

people.
1.11.2 Limitations and Problems in Data Collection

During research work the researcher has faced many challenges which are necessary

‘to mention here. First of all the researcher was unable to go for interviews and data

collection across Baloc;histan due to worsened security situation except Quetta.
Secondly, the-researcher faced difficulties while contacting students, politicians and
teachers from Balochistan who are residing in Islamabad. Lastly, problems while
making contact to Pushtoon students and politicians which were necessary to bring an

unbiased view regarding Balochistan issue.
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mainly inhabited in Kerman and probably few tribes embraced Islam at the time of
Caliph Umar. Baloch Daptar Shair or Ballad tells us that Baloch sided with Imam
Hussain in battle of Karbala and after some time they migrated to Kirman and Seistan.
They proudly remind it as, “We are residents of, or, belong to Haleb (Allepo in
Syria).We started from there, and fought battles with Yazid at Karbala. We moved

towards Bampur, our last destination the towns of Seistan” (Marri J. (., pp. 52-59)

Besides this, Baloch scholars also argue that Baloch people had always been in
struggle for their emancipation and self-rule. They wandered in search of freedom
from Mount Alburz to Mount Suleman in Balochistan and never accepted foreign
intrusion easily. Dr. Wahid Bakhsh Buzdar argues that Baloch, Kurd and Brahvi are
of the same origin and they had Median Empire in 4000 BC. He also opines that
historically Baloch inhabited areas starting from Caspian Sea region to present
Balochistan and there is connectivity of Baloch and their geography too. He gives the
examples of historical as well as archeological places, names and language in Iran,
Pakistani Balochistan and Kurdistan. In this regard, he asserts that Sooran is the name
of place in two districts of Balochistan and it is also a place name in Iran where
Baloch have been inhabited for centuries. In addition, he argues that Bampur is also a
common place in the Baloch populace because the same place is present with the
same name in Iran and is pronounced as ‘“Bampur”, in Dera Bugti district and
bordering region of Sindh & Balochistan at Sasi-Punhu’s place as “Bhambhor”. He
also gives the example of baggy trousers (Balochi Shalwar) of Baloch and Kurds and
argues that no other nation in the region wears the same trousers. He claims that the
Balochi names such as Jaro, Jalab, Saka, Hamal, Beburg etc. are different from

European, Iranian, Indian and Arabic names which differentiate Baloch from others in
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the region. He agrees that cities of Hamadan, Bampur, Ectabana and Kalat have been
the ceﬁters of Baloch population throughout Baloch history. Dr. Wahid Bakhsh
Buzdar claims that Baloch are indigenoué people and therefore their migrations must
be considered as internal migrations and even he opines that turbans, embroidery and
designs which wére found at Mehr Garh are similar to contemporary Balochi doch,
designs and Balochi phagh (dastar). He further asserts that Mehr Garh belongs to
Baloch and they own 7000 year old Mehr Garhian civilization which is oldest known

civilization of the world and no one else has ever claimed it (Buzdar, 2016).
3.3 Struggles for Self-rule

The Baloch’s struggle for liberty and emancipation is deeply rooted in their socio-
cultural history. They never accepted the alien rule easily at any stage of history.
Naturally, the nomadic Baloch glways preferred the individual liberty, fraternity and
emancipation for which they always resisted intruders. That is why the Khanate never
accepted the Afghan rule by defending their instinctual habit of liberty. These types
of traits have adopted a collective unconscious in Baloch intellect. The role of Baloch
in society has always had a self-;espect, honor and freedom. He is always loyal to his

people and tribe (Janmahmad, 1988, p. 168).

In 12 century, 44 Baloch tribes migrated from Allepo to Seistan under the leadership
of Mir Jalal Haan and made the first tribal Baloch confederacy. This was the
milestone which paved the route for further self-rule and national unity in the history
of Baloch (Baloch I. , 1987, p. 95). Likewise, Ameer Mero Mirwani Baloch also

called a Jirga which was comprised of the tribal chiefs from Makran, Kharaan,

'Chaghj, Sarawaan, Jhalawaan, Lasbela, Marri and Bugti areas and established his rule
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trained Baloch nation in art of war and gave them a direction for a bright future before

his death (BalochI., 1987, p. 102).

Khans of Kalat confederacy always resisted against alien rule and maintained their
independence. However, it came under suzerainty of Nadir Shah Afshar of Iran from
1736 to 1747 and of Ahmad Shah of Afghan Kingdom from 1747 to 1757. But it was

not easily accepted and many Khans refused their rule and fought for independence of

"Khanate. When Nasir Khan came as a ruler he accepted’Angan rule for some time

until he consolidated his power. But Mir Nasir Khan Great set the precedent and
declared independence of Kalat state in 1758 and it resulted into Afgan;Baloch war.
He refused to give any military 6r financial support to Ahmad Shah Durani. It was
time when Nasir Khan had already established his military and other institutions of
Kalat state. According to Hittu Ram the Khan’s military strength at time of any
emergency was one million, while Lieutenant Henry Pottinger, who visited
Balochistan in 1810, reported that Baloch military strength during Baloch-Afghan war
was 150,000 men. In 1758, Afghan forces attacked Kalat but failed and defeated by
Baloch army. Finally, both parties signed a peace agreement which is known as the
“Treaty of Kalat (1758)” or the “Treaty of Non-Interference” (Baloch I. , 1987, pp.

103-105).
3.5 The Treaty of Kalat 1758

This treaty is of great importance in international relations and history of Southwest
Asian region. According to this treaty the sovereignty of Kalat state was recognized -
by Afghan kingdom (Durrani kingdom). Treaty gives a real picture of Baloch-Afghan

relations and international and constitutional status of Kalat state. It was signed
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between Mir Nasir Khan the Great and Ahmad Shah Durani. Following are the

provisions of treaty on which both parties agreed,;

1) Khan-e-Baloch will not pay any tribute to Afghan King."

2) Khan-e-Baloch will not give military support to Ahmad Shah. But provided he is
at war against external enemies, and Khan will provide militéry support, on
condition that Afghan king will provide am;ually Rs. 100,000, military weapons
and other expenditures for army.

3) Khan-e-Baloch will not provide any help or asylum to rebel princes of Sadozai or
Afghan chiefs and likewise, Afghan king also will not give refuge or 'any other
help to royal family of Kalat.

4) Shah-e-Afghanistan in future will not interfere in internal affairs of Balochistan.

5) All areas of ﬁaloch state which are under possessioﬁ of Shah-e-Afghanistan will
be handed over to Khan-e-Baloch:-

After this historic treaty, Kalat sta;e started her diplomatic relations with neighbours

Persia (Iran), Afgham'stan, Oman, and Ottoman Turkey. The Ottoman Sultan as

Caliph of Islam awarded Nasir Khan the title of “Beyglar Beygi” (Turkish for “Chief

of the Chiefs”) (BalochI., 1987, pp. 105-106).

This agreement made possible for Khan to bring peace and stability domestically
and él_so helped to expand his swéy to all Baloch areas. Nasir Khan reunited all the
Baloch areas which were then claimed by Baloch nationalists. During his reign, some '
parts of Seistan (Iran-Afghanistan), Persian Balochistan, Derajats, Karachi, Kharaﬁ,
Makran, Chaghi, Jacobabad and Quetta became part of Kalat state. Besides this,
Khanate also increased its influence over Bandar Abbas, Sindh and Khorasan.

Interestingly, Nasir Khan never included non-Baloch areas into Khanate. He declined
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the offer of Ahmad shah to divide Punjab between the Baloch and Afghans, contrary
to practice of the Persians, the Afghans, and the Mughals who were expansionist and
exploited other nations (Baloch I. , 1987, p. 106). Jan Muhammad Baloch asserts
that, “Mir Nasir Khan not only further extended the Khanate to the entire region of
present-day eastern Balochistan and most parts of the Irani and Afghan Baloch land,
including the port of Karachi, but also provided the solid political structure for the
confederacy. Mir Nasir Khan was seventh in the line; he stands out for his enlightened
rule; as a remarkable general and statesman” (Janmahmad, 1988, p. 162).

Besides this, Nasir Khan established Kalat state on modern lines and developed
infrastructure, communication system, trade relations etc. He was the most powerful
ruler of the Kalat state throughout the history of Khanate. From 1666 to the end of
Kalat state in 1948, no such statesman came in Baloch history. He united Baloch
nation under single political umbrella béfore his sad demise in 1794. Probably it was
his qualities due to which not only Baloch nation, but Shah of Iran, Afghanistan and

Sultan of Oman-also mourned on his death (Baloch L., 1987, p. 123).

3.6 The Political System of Kalat

Though many attempts were ‘made i)y externals to rule Iéilat state as their permanent
dominion, but they failed except to rule for some time without holding full sway on
whole of Baloch land. Even aﬁer 1839" British attack on Kalat, Kalat state was not
fully under control of British; rather it was a semi-independent state. Perhaps it was
the efforts of different rulers of Kalat state who de;'eloped and gave a proper shape to
Kalat state during the course of history (Janmahmad, 1988, pp. 165-168).

Kalat state had’its 6wn unwritten constitution (Baloch Rawaj) which was also known
as “Dastur-e-Nasiri” (the constitution of Nasir Khan). All the successor rulers of Kalat
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took an oath according to this constitution and made promises to follow political
system of Nasir Khan until 1948. Moreover, Kalat state was federal in nature and state
édministration was divided into federal and prm}incial levéls. Kalat state also had its
own currency, military, national flag, Persian as court language and administration

was run by Khan’s “Wazir”. (Prime Minister) (Baloch 1., 1987, pp. 115-116).

t

3.7 British Imperialism and Baloch Awakening

Balochistan has always been important to the world due to its location because it lies
on routes which+join Central Asia, South Asia and Middle East. It remained
significant to Russians, Portuguese, and British from the point of view of strategy as
well as for trade.

Likewise, British forces attacked Kalat on 13® November 1839 and the then Khan,
Mir Mehrab Khan refused to surrender. He was k‘illed by British forces and Kalat
came under indirect rule of British which lasted till 1947 (Janmahmad, 1988, pp.
163-164). However, Kalat was not fully controlled by British and itbenjoyed status of
semi-independent state. British-army did not'want to have more confrontation with

Baloch because they also needed Baloch support against Russian and Iranian threat of

- expansionism. So to make Baloch calm and maintain good relations, British army

signed an agreeme;it in 1854. The treaty was signed between General John Jacob and
Nasir Khan II which recognized Khan as the independent ruler of Kalat (Baloch I.,
1987, p. 133). Furthermore, Biritish army introduced few reforms to avoid any
possible resentment in future. They introduced Sandeman system which was aimed to
minimize interference and maximize the efficiency. It was introduced by Sir Robert
Sandeman and he empowered sardars through Shahi Jirga system and weakened the
Khan. Although Biritish army spoiled the institution of sardari and weakened the
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Khan but faced severe resistance from Marris, Bugtis and Khetrans, Zehris, Gichkis
and many other Baloch tribes. The Baloch resistance to Biritish army was not limited
to few areas; rather it was spreaded to whoie Baloch land and lasted for more than a
century with varying intensity (Janmahmad, 1588, pp. 164-168). However, these
resistance movements were not organized and lacked political mobilization until Mir
Yousuf Ali Magsi and Mir Abdul Aziz Kurd appeared in 1920s.

These young energetic Baloch political workers organized Balochs under Anjuman,
which was Anjuman-e-Itehad-e-Baloch in 1920s. They started different magazines,
newspapers and pamphlets to‘a\'vare Baloch nation. In 1929, Magsi started writing an
article, “Faryad-e-Balochistan” from Lahore and in 1933 with a pamphlet, “voice of
Baloch” to highlight socio-political condition of Balochistan to Biritish Parliament.
He also resisted the unlawful acts of Prime Minisfer of Kalat and demanded
constitutional reforms. Moreover, through efforts of Anjuman, Baloch leaders and
tribal elders All India Baloch Conference was held on 20™ October 1932 in Jacobabad
and in 1933 in Hyderabad. Many Baloch leaders attended these conferences and
demanded unification 6f Baloch regions as well as constitutional rule in Balé)dhistan
(Janmahmad, 1988, p. 169).

Later on, in 1936, the general secretary of Anjuman, Mir Abdul Aziz Kurd suggested
that Anjuman should be reorgaliized but his proposal was rejectéd by some ﬂght wing
members. However, left wing members of Anjuman met at Sibi in February 1937 and
replaced Anjuman with Kalat State National Party. The Kalat Stae National Party

followed the similar program like that of Anjuman and demanded reforms and also

challenged the unlawful acts of Prime Minister of Kalat. Party rejected the British

plan of dismemberment of Kalat state and constantly arranged its meetings. With the
passage of time.party got popularity among educated people of Balochistan and it
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succeeded in persuading many influential tribes as well as secured considerable

support from there. This struggle of Kalat State National Party continued till the dawn

. of the independence (Baloch 1., 1987, pp. 150-156).

3.8 Dawn of Independence

After World War II, British government policy changed towards India and they
decided to transfer power. For this purpose British government sent a three member
Cabinet Mission to India on 24™ March 1946, which was comprised of Secretary of
State for India, Lord Pethic Lawrence, Mr. A. V. Alexander and sir Stafford Cripps.
The memorandum of Cabinet Mission \;vas developed and it was decided to give
independence to princely states, including Kalat State. Interestingly, the case of Kalat
State was presented by Quaid-E-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah where ‘British
government acknowledged the independence of Kalat and its status different to that of
otﬁer princely states of India. The treaty of 1876 between British government and
Khan also once recognized independence of Kh@ate. So finally on June 03, 1947
Lord Mountbatten announced partition plan. Likewise, Jinnah clarified his ﬁQn-
interference policy towards newly created states (Baloch I., 1987, pp. 170-173).

As a result of this policy, an agreemeﬂt was signed between representatives of the
government of Pakistan, the government of Kalat and the government of British on
August 4, 1947. However, it was announced on August 11, 1947. According to this,
“the Government of Pakistax; recognizes Kalat’s status as an independent, sovereign
stafe; this status is different from that of Indian states” (Brahoi A. R., 2008, p. 44).
However, Bljﬁsh government left the leased areas to be discussed between Pakistan
governmer'_l»t_‘and Kalat State government. Following this agreément, Khan formally
declared independence of Kalat on 15" August 1947 and addressed his people in
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Balochi language (Axmann, 2009, p. 227). He declﬁred, “I am proud to address you
in Balochi today. Inshallah, whenever I will address you in future, it will be in
Balochi because it is the language of the Baloch nation” (Baloch 1., 1987, p. 178).

He addressed his political views and future plans in following words, “We will
continue our struggle till V\"e achieve complete independence and the unification of the
Baloch. We cannot be satisfied unless we achieve our goal. He also asserted that
foreign policy would be based on the principle of non-interference and friendly
relations to all the nations and particularly to the neighboring states” (Baloch I. ,

1987, p. 178).

3.9 The Governmental Structure of Kalat

In the same month, the written constitution of Kalat was promulgated which defined
the governmental set-up of Kalat. It was comprised of three parts which defined
jurisdiction of Khanate, executive of Khanate, functions of the legislature, and
provinces respect-ively. The sovereignfy under this constitution was vested with the
institution of Khan. Moreover, constitution provided a bicameral®legislative body,
namely;

1. Darul-Umra ( the House of Tribal Chiefs or Upper House)

2. Darul-Awam (the House of Cbmmons or Lower House)

The Upper house was mainly consisted of tribal chiefs and also included couple of
minority members and total strength of the house was 46. The working tenure of the
house was ﬂ;ze years. Likewise, the Lower Houée was consisted of 55 members, of
which 50 were eleéted and 5 were nominated by Khan and the tenure of the houge was

five years.
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the map of the world and both had already signed Standstill Agreement on 1®

August, 1947. According to treaty both states were supposed to discuss only matter of

leased areas of Balochistan. In the light of Standstill Agreement, Prime Minister and

Foreign Minister of Kalat went to Karachi to discuss matters with Pakistan

government but negotiations failed and Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah invited

Khan of Kalat to Karachi in October , 1947. Accordingly, Khan of Kalat visited
Jinnah at Karachi, where he was advised by Jinnah to merge Kalat state with Pakistan.
In response to Jinnah’s advice, Khan replied that in a tribal structure it is necessary
that he has to get formal assent of different tribes and thie parliament of Kalat. On his
return from Karachi, Khan promptly summoned both house of the parliament to get
formal mandate from members on issﬁe of accession. But both houses unanimously
opposed the idea and declared it against the spirit of 4 August, 1947 agreement and

Indian Independence Act 1947 (Baloch L., 1987, p. 183).

Later on the Darul-Awam had its session in mid-December 1947 and the issue of
accession was debated in detail. On this occasion, Ghous Bakhsh Bezinjo,_.__a young
Baloch member delivered a forceful speech against accession to Pakistan in following

words: e

“We have a distinct civilization. We have a separate culture like that of
Iran and Afghanistan. We are Muslims but it is not necessary that by
virtue of our being Muslims we should lose our freedom and merge
with others. If the mere fact that we are Muslims requires us to join
Pakistan then Afghanistan and Iran, both Muslim countries, should
also amalgamate with Pakistan. . . Pakistan’s unpleasant and loathsome
desire that our national homeland, Balochistan, should merge with it, is
impossible to concede. It is unimaginable to agree to such a demand . .
. It is no secret that before the creation of Pakistan, our Khan had
patronized the Muslim League. . . Under the Khan’s guidance many
Baloch helped the League through every possible means. What was
our attitude towards Pakistan and what is its behavior towards us . . . ?
Pakistan has even refused talks and is making any discussions on the
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subject conditional on the repentance of the Baloch government and its
prostration before them. . . We are ready to have friendship with that
country on the basis of sovereign equality but by no means [are we]

. ready to merge with Pakistan. . . We can survive without Pakistan. We
can remain without Pakistan. We can prosper outside Pakistan. But the
question is what Pakistan would be without us . ... ? I do not propose to
create hurdles for the newly created Pakistan in matters of defense and
external communication. But we want an honorable relationship, not a
humiliating one. If Pakistan wants to treat us as a sovereign people we
are ready to extend to hand of friendship and co-operation. If Pakistan
does not agree to do so, flying in the face of democratic principles,
such an attitude will be totally unacceptable to us, and if we are forced
to accept this fate then every Baloch son will sacrifice his life in
defense of his national freedom” (Axmann, 2009, p. 230)

The majority of the members supported views of Bezinjo and passed a resolution that

relations with Pakistan must be based on sovereign equality and rejected the accession
agreement. So the issue of accession remained unresolved and tensions between Kalat

and Pakistan were increasing with each passing day.

However, Khan of Kalat argues that shortly after Quaid’s visit of Sibi, the both houses
of Kalat parliament signified their. consent for merger but subject to the following

»

conditions:

1. No law will be enacted without prior consent of the Baloch tribes as might affect
their traditions and customs.

2. The presence of all sardars at ceremony of Kalat’s merger is necessary. The Khan-
e-Azam and the Quaid-e-Azam should sign the merger documents bgfore them.

3. The Quaid-e-Azam and the Government pf Pakistan should issue a statement
which acknowledges the -role of Khan-e-Azam and Baloch people for
establishment of sovereign Muslim state of Pakistan.

4. Lastly, the Quaid-e-Azam should personally address the traditional gathering of
tribal sardars, appreciating and acknowledging their sincere services in the cause

of Islam and Pakistan (Khan A. Y., 1975, pp. 154-155).
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reverted back to the position of British position with an order of the Quaid-e-Azam,
the governor-general of Pakistan  (Baluch M. A., 1975, p. 164). From above
statements of Khan it is quite clear that accession was a controversial issue and he did
not follow legal process for signing instrument of accession with government of
Pakistan. Furthermore, he was not treated well by government of Pakistan even after
signing such a treaty which served Federation of Pakistan. On other end, Baloch
people were also not happy with him and his brother prince Karim led an armed
resistance against Pakistan. Even to‘day, he is known as an immature ruler of Kalat

among Baloch for signing accession treaty.
3.12 Baloch Uprising of 1948

After a controversial merger with Pakistan, the younger brother of Khan of Kalat,
prince Agha Karim and the Kalat State National Party members started anti-Pakiétan
rallies and m;etings. Prince Karim invited differex\lt members of leading political
parties' to join him fn struggle for independence of FKalat. On 16™ May, 1948 he
started liberation movement and planned to unite workers under his command.
However, things were not in his favor é.nd he had to flee to Afghanistan. Some
prominent political leaders who joined him were Muhaxnma;i Hussain Anka (the
secretary of the Baloch League), Malik Saeed Dehwar (the secretary of the Kalat State

National Party), Kadir Bakhsh Nizamani (member of Baloch League as well as

prominent member of the Communist Party, Sindh-Balochistan branch, and Maulvi.

Muhammad Afzal of Jamiat-al- Ulma-e-Balochistan. He made Afghanistan his base
camp and sent messages to tribal chiefs of Eastern as well as Western Balochistan to
join Baloch Liberation movement. In addition, he also asked for international support
and accessed Soviet Russia, Iran and Afghanistan. Although he organized a group of

x
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leaders. The state assured a peaceful settlement with the condition that if the armed
strdggie is shunned and the leader himself withdraws from the mountains were they
had been fighting. It was concluded in an Oathl on the Holy Quran on behalf of the
state that Nawab and his companions would not be prosecuted under state laws.
Contrary to the promise and instead of initiating any dialogue, the state arrested the
leader and sentenced him to death with other companions and put behind the bars in
various jails of Pakistan. However, Nawab’s death sentence was converted into life
imprisonment on the plea of being an octogenarian. His imprisonment continued until

death in 1964 (Saleem, 2013, pp. 28-29).

Apart from above all, many political workers who raised voice. against the
state policies were arrested and held imprisoned for many years. Throughout the
decade, Baloch were margEnalized in all political aspects and faced severe atrocities
and humiliation. The net result of such humiliation and marginalization gave birth fo
nationalist aspirations among all ‘aggrieved Baloch and nationalism got strength day
after day. Baloch people living within the province and its diaspora around the world
become active in formation of nationalist political parties like establishment of Baloch

Students Organizétion_(BSO) in 1967 in Balochistan. This organization further united

Baloch and gave them many leaders in days to come.
3.15 Conflict of 1970s

During the period 1970s, significant developments took place .in Pakistani
politics which were marked by the first ever general elections. Demands for political
rights and autonomy came on surface in both Balochistan and NWFP provinces.

Baloch leaders Aftaullah Mengal and Ghaus Bux Bezenjo including other nationalist
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Along with economic purposes, China will also use port for her naval support in the
Arabian Sea. It will be used for “Military Operations Other Than War” in and around
Arabian Sea” (Ahmad, 2015, p. 4). It is basically to counter and balance Indian
navy’s presence in Bay of Bengal. Definitely it will secure Chinese economic as well

as strategic needs.

Although work is in progréss on China Pakistan Economic Corridor but there are few
hurdles for l;oth the sides. There are concerns of Baloch and other communities
regarding routes of CPEC, industrial zones, and share of jobs in this project, which
are still unaddressed. That is why government decided to give security .to Chinese
workers in Gawadar. Government feels that Baloch see this development as
exploitation and expects possible attacks on Chir;ese workers by Baloch armed groups
who are allegedly funded by India. Federal go;emment has decided to deploy 12000

strong Special Forces to protect CPEC, especially in Balochistan (Ahmad, 2015, p.

5).
4.5.2 TPI Gas Pipeline

Ira;n Pakistan India (IPT) gas pipeline is another important project which was supposed
to bring natural gas from Iran to Pakistan and then transport it further to India. In past
few years India has not pursued it a;nd Pakistan also remained calmed due to
American pressure and possible sanctions from US. However, aﬁer Iran-US deal on
nuclear prograin role ba(;k agreement, Pakistan is pursuing it with sincere efforts fo
meet energy needs of the country. Iran has already completed the construction of gas
pipeline from her gas fields. On other side Pakistan was promised by China for

construction of PakKistani part of gas pipeline. Pakistan has talked to China Petroleum
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Pipeline Bureau to construct 700 km pipeline from Gawadar to Nawabshah in Sindh.
The estimated cost of the pipeline is about 2 billion dollar which also includes a LNG
terminal in Gawadar and this supply of gas will help Pakistar to generate 4500 MWs
of electricity for domestic use. About 85 percent of finances of this Pakistani part of
pipeline will be funded by China and rest by Pakistan government. Since much of this
pipeline will pass through insurgéncy hit areas in Balochistan and will definitely need

security (Ahmad S. M., 2015, p. 4).

4.5.3 Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India Gas Pipeline (TAPI)

This project is also knowﬁ as Trans-Afghanistan pipeline. It is being developed by
Asian Development Bank. The pipeline will transport natural gas from Fields of
Turkmenistan to:Afghar{istan tilen Pakistan and finally then to India. Originally it was
supposed té run from Daulatabad Gas field but according to recent estimations it will
start from Galkynysh Gas Field and its length is 1735 km. The pipeline will transpoxt.
33 billion cubic meters (bcm) of natural gas from world’s second largest gas deposits
in Galkynysh field. From this pipeline bbth, Pakistan and India will receive 1.365
billion cubic feet of natural gas per day while Afghnistan entitled to have 600 million
to 5 billion cubic meters of gas per annum. Moreover, Afghanistan will also receive
400 million dollar every year for transit fee. The project’s estimated cost is 10 Eillion
dollar and known as peace pipeline. It is also considered as continﬁation of modemn
Silk Road by its proponents. The proposed rout<=T for construction of pipeline was
along Herat Highway in western Afghanistan, in Pakistan from Quetta to Multan and
then Lahore to Fazilka in India. ~However, due to security reasons in Afghanistan,
Asian Development proposed alternative routes. One of them starts from Taskepri in
Turkmenistan to Faryab then followed by Kabul and Nagarhar province in
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Afghanistan, and then from Peshawar, Nowshera, attock, Islamabad and Lahore in

Pakistan to India (Ahmad S. M., 2015, p. 4).

4.6 Convergence and Divergence of Interest of Different Stake-

Holders

The conflicting interests of different regional as well as. global powers in the geo-

politics of the energy resources have made the situation very complex. The main stake

holders in this regard are China, Russia, US, India, Pakistan, and Iran. Every state-

" wants to secure her interest in this game at any cost. Sometimes some of them have

shared interests while few have conflicting interests as well. So at one and same time
H

few actors and stake holders have shared interests, based on common good while

others compete each other due to conflicting interests in the region. Consequently,

there appeaIs aregional security complex (Baloch S. A., 2011, pp. 19-27).

In case of geo-politics of energy resources in Central Asian and in Balochistan has

~made situation uncertain for the people of both the regions. The global and regional

actors want t<; control the energy resources and trade routes of both the regions. For
this purpose they are- making big investments on infrastructural development fgr
exploration and transportation of energy resources. However, thgir global investments
are also negatively affecting the regions as they have not brought positive social

impact (Baloch S. A., 2011, pp. 19-22).

On global level, China and America are the main actors who are competing to control
the energy rich Central Asia and Balochistan, which are also important with respect to

their geo-strategic location. China wants to use Gawadar port for both the purposes,

strategic as well as for energy supplies from Central Asia. On other hand, USA is
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Chapter: S

Balochistan Issue and the State’s Response
Since its creation, Pakistan has been facing a range of problems that has given bxrth to
too many others in the days to come. However, successive régimes have not examined
the distorted facts which were misconstrued over the years in Pakistan. There were so
many internal and external forces which were against the very existence of Pakistan
and tried their best to damage the image of Pakistan. Moreover, democracy has not
fully enshrined in the roots of the nation. Ethnic differences along with constant
struggle between anéi among different state instititions are another challenge for the ”
country. Successive military interventions in the politics and the failure of civil
bureaucracy in the administrative affairs have pushed the problems from bad to worse
evident in the separation of East Pakistan that added another painful chapter in the

history of this country.

A power struggle has been existed between federal government and federating units
for many years until 18™ constitutional amendment passed, which promised
devolution of power to provinces. Although several ministries have been devolved to
the provinces, yet there are few issues which remained unresolved. So thi§ struggle is
passing through a critical time of Pakistan’s history. Due to commercial interests, fﬁe
media houses have also failed to address real issues of the society and are not
performing up to the required standards. On the other end, the existing leadership has

failed to tackle the current challenges well that Pakistan is confronting with.

Similarly, Baloch ethno nationalism has been one of the serious issues of this country

since 1948. Unfortunately, no one paid serious heed to this problem and Baloch have

been marginalized by central government for a long. Successive military operations
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were launched for maintaining writ of the state in the province which turned out to be
more violent forApeople of Balochistan. The trust deficit between Baloch and central
government increased with each passing day. The zero-tolerance policy of state to the
current Baloch ethno nationalist movement further aggravated the situation. Instead of
addressing genuine political, economic, and social rights of Baloch and Balochistan,
force has been used to curb this uprising. Though, government announced Aghaze
Hagooge Balochistan Package, and scholarship schemes for the province, yet the
turmoil continued. 18 constitutional amendment and 7® NFC Award also did not

bring a significant change in the province (Akhtar, 2016). Resultantly, the Baloch

further alienated from the main stream and most of the Balochistan has become a no-

go area. The situation again endangered the sovereignty of the state and poses a
serious challenge to the evolutionary democracy in the country. The increased

tensions between military and Baloch are a serious threat to the federation of Pakistan.

Furthermore, the unaddressed concerns of Baloch over influx of Afghan refugees,

CPEC, and on other iﬁfrastmctural development in the province have made the
situation more complex and Centre-province relations are no more satisfactory.
Unlike past Baloch uprisings of 1948, 1958, 1962, and 1974, which were limited to
few areas and Baloch tribes, the current separatist movement is on large scale which

also includes educated middle class population from almost all Baloch areas.

To understand more clearly the state’s response to the current Baloch ethno national
movement one must understand incidents and developments with great care which
took place in the province. In this regard the post-2000 situation is of great
importance. It is because it includés dictatorial rule of Musharaf in which military

operation was started in Balochistan. Moreover, in the same decade consensus based
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NFC Award and 18® -amendment bill were passed. In addition to that Balochistan
Package and scholarship schemes were announced for the province. However, on
other end, Na\wab Bugti and Balaach Marri were also killed during military operations
in that decade. The turmoil in Balochis;an still continues evlen after a decade léng

military operation.

RS ¥l ¥ - y -

5.1 Musharraf Rule and Balochistan

- H -

As a result of 1999 military coup, Pervez Musharaf came into power dissolving

Al

o

previously elected national and provinéial assemblies. He decided to bring socio-

economic and political reforms in the country. Many people believe that his vision

1 T » R

was meant to bring enlightened moderation and development including infrastructural
. i + % “ ‘
development in the country and devolution plan through which he wanted to shifted

S -~ o 1

power to grass-root level. -

In the case of Balochistan, Musharraf regime decided to build Cantonments across the
province. Along with Gawadar port and other mega projects such as, his regime also
took decigi(;n.;egardi;g the exploration of oil and natural gas in Dera Bugti and Kohlu
in order to meet the energy needs-of the country. However, this plan of Musharraf
regime was not welcomed by Baloch; consequently, they showed their grave concerns
over such'kind of 'mﬁasméﬁral development in the province. Nationalist leaders and
all political pax{tics -blamed Musharraf. for not taking them into confidence prior -to
launching such projegts. Moreover, they were of the views that in the past they did not
receive their due share in the benefits coming from minerals and energy resources that

-

were being produced in-the province. Besides, in the same manner, they also opposed
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and attacked army officer’s camp but it was equally countered by armed forces and
attacked Bugti house in Dera Bugti on 17" March 2005 which took lives of more than
70 people (Khan A. , 2010, pp. 36-37). So this bloody incident brough.t armed forces
and Baloch in direct confrontation. Soon after this incident a parliamentary committee
was formed and sent to Dera Bugti for peaceful solution of issues. The committee met
Nawab Bugti and came up with few recommendations for peaceful solution.
However, the recommepdations of the -parliamentary committee were not taken into
account by Musharaf administration. One of the seasoned and mainstream politicians
Mushahid Hussain, who was also a member of parliamentary committee, expressed
his views as, “Bugti was not out for personal gain, but to defend his honor and his
leadership of his tribe, which he regarded as threaténed by the increasing military
presence in his area; and to receive guaranteed jobs for Bugtis in the gas field”

(Lieven, 2011, p. 350).

Likewise, he explained to an Al-Jazeera News bureau chief.about negotiations with

Nawab Bugti in following words;

“We find him (Bugti) a reasonable person, willing to talk but
unfortunately there is a mind set in Pakistani establishment including
few politicians who always marginalized the smaller provinces like
Balochistan.” And in case of Musharaf, I still remember that
conversation with him when we reached at the solution of issue, but he
said that how can we believe in the intensions of Bugti. But I replied
General Sahib it was not the matter of intensions, rather to get things
done” (Zehdan, 2008).

In another documentary on Dera Bugti incident by Dawn News and Dehli News, the
then District Coordination officer Abdul Samad Lasi had held another view.
According to him Nawab Akbar Bugti challenged the writ of the state and that’s why
armed forces started military operation in Balochistan "(Jahangir, 2006). While on the

other hand, people of Dera bugti accused Musharaf and Pakistan army for all their
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So due to this worsening situation and humanitarian crisis, Baloch appealed to
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, Supreme Court of Pakistan and international

community to interrogate the issue but no one heard them.
5.1.3 Killing of Balach Marri

Balach Marri was son of Baloch Nationalist Leader, Nawab Khair Bux Marri
and was educated from Russia. He lived his early life with all comforts. He also
remained the member of provincial assembly. He believed in Parliamentary politics of
Pakistan but when he saw a successive negléct 6f Baloch rights by the central
government, he also decided to join Nawab Bugti for armed struggle. So, military
regime focused to remove these two personalities on priority basis. As Nawab Bugti
once said in an interview, “All attention is paid'to wipe out me and Nawabzada

Balach Marri. Instructions have been given to knocking us ;)ff’ (Jahangir, 2006).

So according to that policy Balach Marri was also killed after a year of death of |
* Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti. Balach was _killed in 2007 during a gun battle with
Pakistan army at “Sarlath”, Noushki district the bordering area of Balochistan and
Afghanistan. After his killing, the Baloch Ethino-national movement got further pace
because the educated Baloch youth joined the movement and many of them joined

armed groups. So state decided to crash the movement without any tolerance.
5.1.4 IDPs of Kohlu and Dera Bugti

Due to military operation in Balochistan massive civilian casualties took
place and many people displaced. It is because forces did not aim at specific targets.

Dera Bugti and Kohlu were the districts facing the hardest hits. As per the reports of
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resources which left Balochistan far behind from other provinces. So the factors of

poverty and inverse population ratio having more consideration in distribution of

financial resources definitely will help Balochistan in socio-economic uplift” (Rana,

2015).
5.2.3 Balochistan Package and Judicial Commission

Aghaz-e-Haqoog-e-Balochistan package was another significant landmark of Pakistan

People’s Party which promised economic, administrative and political reforms for the
provincs:. The then president Asif Ali Zardari apologized people of Balochistan for all
those injustices which were inflicted upon them by federation. So it was a ray of hope

for people of long neglected province in every aspect and that is why they welcomed

It also included a judicial commission for inquiry of extral-judicial killings of Baloch
political workers, especially the cases of Nawab Akbar Bugti, Lala Munir and his
companions. The package promised amnesty for Baloch féédership, except those who
were involved in terrorist activities, reduction of security forces from Kohlu and Dera
Bugti, and control ‘of Frontier Constabulary (FC) by p_rovincial government.
Furthermore, the then government also promised that in Saindak project federal
government will reduce its share. up to 30% and give 20% share of profits to the

provincial government. It also included a clause which clearly says that Balochistan

~government will have rights to have up to 20% shares of oil and gas companies. -

Likewise, another important clause was that chief minister of the province will be the

chairman of the port, where'jobs will be given to Baloch. Federal government will

also issue especial funds for internally displaced people of Dera Bugti district (Malik
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5.5 Foreign Involvement in Balochistan

Whenever an insurgency erupts anywhere in the world, the involvement of
foreign forces in it is not an extra-ordinary phenomenon, and it can be termed as a

natural process. In case of Baloch insurgency, this continued throughout the history of

- Pakistan but caught on a fresh fire during the last few years. This claim of various

sources of the involvement of foreign hand can be due to the strategic location and

natural resources of this region.

Balochistan has one of thevdeepest sea ports in the world which highlights the
trade potential it has. Big powers like the United States and China as well as the
regional powers like Iran and India have clear focus and have interests in Balochistan.
One example can be the billion dollars Chinese investment under CPEC project,
especially the construction of Gawadar Port (Baloch S. A., 2011, pp. 42-43). The
United State always wants to threaten Iran by its presence in the region and
Balochistan can be the most suitable place for this purpose. The congressional
discussions and hearings in recent past on the burning issue of Balochistan are a clear
indication of American interest in this region. On the other hand, the tri-lateral trade
agreement between India, Iran and Afghanistan to compete CPEC is a clear example
of competition (Shah, 2015). Therefore, one can’t rule out the foreign involvement in
Balociﬁstan. Moreover, the recent statements of Indian Prime Minister Nerdera Modi
about Balochistan shows that he wants to play Baloch card in near future for Indian

national interests, not for Baloch. .

On the other hand, Barhamdagh Bugti welcomed Indian Prime Minister’s

statement and argued that if any kind of offer is made to Baloch from any foreign
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countries, it should be accepted because the state of Pakistan has been receiving

foreign military aid specifically from America and its being used against the Baloch.
So according to him, it is quite legitimate for Baloch'nafionalistg to accept any offer
of help from -outside sources. In short, viewing the nature of insurgency and the
magnitude with which it is going on, the involvement of foreign hands in it cannot be

ignored.
5.6 Issue of Afghan Refugees

Afghan refugees have been a serious problem since many years for the province on
many accounts. They ha;e changed the social fabric of the society over the years as
they have penetrated deep in the society. Their involvement in human trafficking,
drugs trade, and smugg]ing affected the peaceful environment in thev province.
Moreover, they have-becorne ‘a burden on the economy of the province and replaced
local human resource (Marri D. S., 2016). While having a focused group discussion
with. Pushtoon students of Master level from Balochistan at International Islamic
University Islamabad, they also acknowledged this fact and demanded their return in
a respectful manner. According to them, the refugees have been used by
Pushfoonkhwa Mili Awami Party for their vote bank. They systematically helped
refugees for securing C.N.L.Cs and made them Pakistanis. Moreover, they had view
that Afghan refugees are not only a problem for Baloch, but also for native Pushtoon
population of the province (Students P. M., 2016). It clearly shows that due to lack of
check on them by federal and provincial governments they have settled m Balochistan

over the years and made their computerized national identity cards of Pakistan.
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5.8 Role of i!aloch Public Representatives and Sardars

The role of sardars and elected public representatives of Balochistan has always been
questioned across the country. They have been blamed for underdevelopment of the
province by public as well as by other quarters. Although it’s a valid question but the
way it has always been raised is wrong. It is because most of the areas in Balochistan
have no sardars or strong tribal structure except few. For example Pushtoon areas ér
Makran Division, including Gawadar has no sardari system. Likewise, Dera Bugti is
under control of secuﬁty forces since 2006 and there is no tx'ibal chief anymore but
district is still worst in statistics in the province. Most importantly, before 18%
amendment the education ministry was not under provincial government. Moreover,
the sardars of Balochistan were not constitutionally bound to build schools, colleges
and universities in the province. Rather it was responsibility of federal government for
last many decades before 18® mnendn;ént when ministry of education became a
provincial subject. However, the role of few sardars and elected public representatives
can be questioned on account- of their political influence, financial power, tribal
influence. Moreover, few of them can also be questioned or made accountable who

made money through corruption and neglected the poor people of their constituencies.

Besides this; Baloch argue that British rule and then federal government has
strengthened sardars and spoiled the tribal structure. This is the reason that Baloch
youth or Baloch scholars too q;estion tribalism and all those sardars who make
alliances with federal government. In this regard I interviewed Baloch scholar Dr.
Wahid Bakhsh Buzdar, a Ph.D. holder and a permanent faculty member at Quaid-E-

Azam University Islamabad; he had the same point of view. Furthermore, he also

"considers that tribalism has become a hurdle in the way of development. He argues
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" Conclusion
The theoretical framework which was- developed for carrying out this research has
been implemented successfully. The theories of Regional Security Complex and
Perenialist theory have been blended to cover the all aspects of this research as it
includes ethno nétionalis"m as well as th'q energy politics. The Perenialist theory
covers the aspects of nationalism and its roots in Baloch society. Whereas, the
Regional Security Complex theory explores the current situation in which many
countries are competing for energy riches of Balochistan and Central Asia‘and have
divergence of interests. So in this situation they have created an environment of
uncertainty and competition and have conflict of interests. Resultantly, a <;omp1ex
situation exists in the region in general and in Balochistan in particular. Moreover, the
politics pf marginalization have also been discussed in‘the light of Regional Security

Complex Theory. So in this way research has been carried out in the light of

E

developed theoretical framework and came up with findings and recommendations.

6.1 Findings

Baloch ethno nationalism has. deep roots in Bal(;ch history and over the years different
factors shaped it and have changed its nature and dimensions. One aspect of Baloch
ethno nationalism is the formation of Baloch tribal ‘unions, confederacies aﬁd
resistance movements agﬁnst alien rule 1n past centuries proved to be the founding
stone. Later on, the Baloch ethno nationalisim further got strength during British rule

when they resisted against British policies of imperialism under flag of Kalat

confederacy.
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