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LtWt*lt"History of the Muslims of 6do-Pakistan Sub-Continent"

-, 7 {,5,'-t u vf u 4 L u H b, t'> D & | LJ 6' t t u I t/fl u? *'i ftl

" The weakening of the authority of the rulet, or

any diminution of his prestige, always led to

disorganization and anarchy. This Constant

conflict between the emperor as the sole source

of all authority and the latent desire of the

members of the ruling class to become

independent of him runs like a red thread

thought the history of Mughal rule in the

subcontinent."[r]
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-:LELlLkdi.ofi-4*urtLlut6-?viL4LqK-:**"n*
"The decline of Mughal power over the next

century was dramatic. Though historians in the

last two generations have begun to ask questions

about the nature of Mughal empire, particularly

about the degree to which it ever was centralized

state, there can be no doubt that politics in the

subcontinent underwent a significant

change."[r]
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"The 18th century can be called the most

important period for the formation of mystical

poetry and prose and for the activities of many

sainfly persons whose works were meant to grve

spiritual nourishment to the suffering people.

Thus, the 18th century, politically perhaps the

most saddening phase of Indo-muslim.
Qiyilization, proves to be the most fertile period

in terms of religious literature-very similar to the

situation in the 1.3th century, when the large part

of the Islamic Empire was devastated by Mongo1

hordes, and yet the greatest mystical poetry and

theory was produced between Cairo and

Indian."[A]
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"The eighteenth century is thus a period of crisis

of trial and tribulation for the Muslims of the

subcontinent as it was for Muslims throughout

the world. The gradual collapse of Mughal

authority statesmen to religious leaders and
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hence-forth the interest shifts from the courts and

camps of the rulers to the "Khanqahs" and

"Madrasas" of the "Sufis" and "ulema"."[9]
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"The object of the Sufi movement is to bring

about a better understandirg among individual,

natiory and races, 6md to grve help those who are

seeking after truth. Its central theme is to

produce the consciousness of the divinity of the

human soul; and towards this end the Sufi

teaching is given."[lI]
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"sufism is commonly called, "Muslim mysticism"
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this expression have a certain relevance if one ''a

understands it as the knowledge of the "mysteries",

as a comrrrunion with the divine through intuition

and contemplation. The Koran, which distinguishes

the "world of testimony" (alam0al-shahada) ." Vrl

,f O,r rl-, - f v- : t t ) t, r?,i! y r r,/,J l r. *,fJ tt tt / + ew i $ t I t' i i "

,q,/'-nz/qi{.:i
"Mysticism can be defined as love of the absolute

for the power that asceticism is love. Divine love

makes the seeker capable of bearing, even of

enjoying, all the pains and afflictions that Gov

showers upon him in order to test him and to

purify his soul. This love can carry the mystic's

heart. To the divine Presence "like the falcon

which carries away the prey," separating him,

thus, from all that is created in time." 1rr1
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"sufism is a religion if one wants to leam religion

from iU it is a philosophy if one wishes to learn

wisdom from iU it is a mysticism if one wishes to be

guided by it in the unfoldment of the soul-And yet

it is beyond all these things. It is the light it is the

life which is the sustenance of every soul, and

which laises a mortal being to im:nortality."yol

-: q {'z- tt i u iq gt :'>, 4,{ j iS fi f 6
trt-/d{f .:41,.,'t7t4vt'fi!ii,.t;,"})i,,,-strt1"
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"The Sharia can be linked to Islam's & body",

because it designates proper activities, a1l of

which are performed by the body, and because it

supports the tradition's Ii[e and awareness."1r9l
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"He deals with great variety of subjects; indeed

breath of mind and width of interest are his most

notable characteristics. He was the first urdu

author to write odes, lyrics, romances and real

elegies. His religious poems are numerous and

good, though conventional." [o o1
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"Another characteristic of the age was that urdu

poetry was largely dominated by Sufism. It was

in the air-most of the early poets were dervishes,

or laymen who become fakirs towards the close

of their lives. It was the age of "Murshid" and

"Shagird ", of the religious Pir and disciple.

Persian poetry had, in its last phase, developed

an inordinate tendency towards Sufism and

Urdu poetry humbly copied it. The Sufism of

Persian poetry and the trend of the age coupled

with the dervish character of early poets

combined to grve Urdu poetry a distinct suffistic

tendency."[\.]
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Muhammad Nasir, who was for him both real

father and mystical leader."[9]
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with sensual love "Bulhavsi, neither does he -?-'

believe that sensual love whould lead one to love

spiritual. He indentifies worldly love with his

love for his pir on for his real intimate

friends'r[\']

,, * L -; i ;f vt tJ f 0 t! o u.tA History of urdu Literatur 
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(' t,k 1 t I

$'-rrL/ol
"Mir Dard, one of the four pillars of Urdu, and

one of the greatest of Urdu poets, was a Sufe who

wrote only religious lyrics and other poems of

that type. He never wrote odes, romances and

satires, and he avoided all praise of men, for his

life was one of absorption in the duties of

religion."[\l]
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"Bullhe Shah is universally admitted to have

been the greatest of the Punjabi mystics. No

Punjabi mystic poet enjoys a wider celebrity and

a great reputation. In truth he is one of the

greatest Sufis of the world and his thought

equals that of ]alal-ud-Din Rumi and Shams

T abriz of persian. " [l 6]
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environment and experience. They don't draw

for their images on any academic stock drained

by custom. to them, life around has enough

significance to form a source for symbols."[\z]
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"He was a child of the Punjab and so sang in hib

mother tongue, in the old original verse- forrns of

his land, taking his similies from the life that was

familiar to him. We can see how familiar he was

with all that was Punjabi in tradition and beauty,

and how gracefully he spake of it. He never

attempted to explore those regions of which he

had no real knowledge."1z91
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"His greatress is that his verse is most simple,

yet very beautiful in form. If it is pathetic it is full

of vivacity, if it is intellectual it is fuII of feeling.

It has not omamental beauty. Its beauty lies in

thought and in the facility a d simplicity with

which that thought is expressed."[Al]
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"This period saw a great development of and

advance in Urdu poetry. lt attained a high

watermark of excellence. lt saw the rise of some

of the greatest masters of Urdu verse. The

names of Khawaia Mir Dard, Mir Hasan, Sduda

and Mir are some of the most distinguished and

honoured on the bead-roll of Urdu literature."[rl

t",it1J:y.{(trrLtfr,:fr,t,.f.7rJIaqtv6t{JiLJlgvrt{6}tirSli
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"Dard's style is very eloquent, clear, intetligible,

and perspicuous. lt is polished and poignant, full

of fire and pathos. His ghazals are marked by

diction."[l"l
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"The retation between the poetic symbol and

meaning is different from the relation between

cause and effect. There is no precise logical link

with the meaning that can be discovered by the
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eye each time it looks on a symbol. Little real

comprehension can be achieved this way. The

discovery of the symbolic meaning depends on

the delicate reverberations that the symbol

touches off in the mind."[r]
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"The outer colour remains that of a folk song: The

mother, generation after generation, exhorting the

growing daughter is homely words. But a thrilling

resonance in the rhythm gradually grips the

imagination and the simplicity of outer colour is

matched by an inner atmosphere charged with

complex experience. Here we find ourselves faced

with the tension of man in the process of growth,

the awesome thrill as he approaches a life of

responsibility......His imagery and his vocabulary

belong to everyday life."1l.1
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