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ABSTRACT

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan played a significant role in the freedom struggle of the 

state of Jammu and Kashmir. In the first decade of 20̂  ̂century when he opened his eyes 

in a middle class family of Poonch, the socio-economic and polifical life of the Muslims 

of the state was miserable. Though, they were in a majority, they were ruled by despotic 

and repressive Dogras who had kept the Muslims in the state of complete subservience.

In early 1940, a significant event took place in British Indian politics when All India 

Muslim League! under the presidentship of Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, passed 

a resolution in support of a separate homeland i.e. Pakistan for the Muslims of the sub­

continent. The state of Jammu and Kashmir became a bone of contention between the 

two successor states i.e. India and Pakistan, and the issue was referred to UN Security

Council. The Muslims of Poonch, Kotli, Mirpur and Muzaffarabad under the leadership 
i-

of Sardar Ibrahim, started a liberation movement against the ruler of Jammu and

Kashmir. As a| result, they were able to liberate some parts of the state where they

established a government with the name of Azad goverrunent under the leadership of

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan. Thus he devoted himself for the cause of the liberation

of Kashmir and because of his hard work and determination, he managed to establish the

departments to run the govenmient within the limited resources. After that he visited

many countries to present the Kashmir issue at international level.

Besides this, he also took keen interest in the affairs of the Azad Kashmir government 
iirrespective ofj his position in the government or opposition. His political career 

witnessed man3j ups and downs when some people created a rift among the top leaders of 

the Kashmir movement which damaged the Kashmir cause converting Azad Kashmir into 

a ground of power politics. Despite all this, he kept himself aloof from any corruption 

and devoted his^life for libation of Kashmir.



INTRODUCTION

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Klian a prominent personality in the history of Azad Jammu 

and Kashmir devoted his whole life for the cause of Kashmir Liberation Movement. He 

became the first president of Azad Jammu and Kashmir and later also served as an 

opposition leader. Though other Kashmiri leaders of his time, like K.H. Khurshid and 

Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan, also played a significant role in the Kashmir movement, 

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan had no comparison because of his services. Approval 

of the resolution calling for accession to Pakistan at his residence, by the leadership of 

Kashmir Liberation Movement in 1947, his becoming of the first president of Kashmir 

and his continuous and relentless struggle for the right of self determination of Kashmiris 

at international forums provide him a distinct position among all other Kahsmiri leaders.

Statement of problem:

Economic and social injustices have always been the cause of public agitations against 

the rulers. The creation of a large consolidated Muslim state along the border of the 

Jammu and Kashmir gave the Muslims of the state a new hope and an entirely different
I



outlook for future. As many as 3.2 million Muslims of Jammu and Kashmir had, for 

nearly one hundred years, lived a life of slavery and serfdom. They had patiently suffered 

insult, injury and servitude. They had been subjected to indignities, religious intolerance 

and Hindu fanaticism at the point of bayonet.

Under the Dogra Raj, Muslims had been subjected to political segregation, economic 

inequalities, educational disadvantage and step-motherly treatment in every walk of life. 

Despite being in majority, the Muslims of the state lived under a thoroughly hostile rule 

of Dogra dynasty. The Muslims of Jammu and Kashmir very soon realized that their 

emancipation lay well within sight, especially after the creation of Pakistan.

After the establishment of Pakistan, the Maharaja’s government became more aggressive. 

The people ofithe state of Kashmir were now fed up to face insulting behaviour of the 

Maharaja’s forces and started to revolt against the ruler as they wanted a change. At that

time, Sardar V 

Azad Kashmir

uhammad Ibrahim Khan emerged as an unanimous leader from Poonch in 

'. In his leadership, the people of Kashmir launched the struggle for their 

homeland. Though, the Muslims did not have adequate resources, but had a zeal and 

determination to fight for their rights. Thus with mutual understanding, they agreed to 

join Pakistan. The situation of Kashmir was becoming tense day by day. During this time, 

they approved a resolution of the accession to Pakistan at the residence of Sardar 

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan in Srinagar on July 19, 1947.



After a long struggle, the people formed the government of Azad Jammu and

Kashmir on October 24, 1947. It was a turning point for them and they were facing a

number of difficuhies. The establishment of a new government was not an easy task,

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan became the first president of Azad Jammu and

Kashmir at the time when many veterans like Mir Waiz Yusef Shah and Chaudhry

Hameedullah had openly refused to head the government. Despite the difficulties, his

foresightedness and wisdom enabled him to establish within six months a well-run

administration. In 1948, he went to Untied Nations to represent Kashmiris for their self- 
1

determination.^No doubt, Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan was that son of Kashmir who 
i

devoted his whole life for Kashmiris and struggle for liberation of Kashmir. In almost 60 

years of his political career, he faced many ups and downs but he never lost his heart. No 

doubt, his services for freedom struggle are unforgettable. Moreover, his contributions in

ithe politics are, worth mentioning.

The present study tries to examine the political role and services of Sardar 

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan in Kashmir and find out that how he managed to establish a

new government despite having limited resources? What efforts he made for institution 

building and how he presented the Kashmir issue at international forums?

Researcher wi 1 try to test a hypothetical statement that Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan

remained active politician and tried to save the intrest of Kashmiries on national, regional

and international level.
I



Scope and significance:

The time frame of this study comprises the whole Ufe, services and achievements 

of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, but the main focus will remain on his political
I

career. For the background and better understanding of the subject, a brief introduction of

Kashmir Liberation Movement has also been mentioned wherever required.

The topic had a unique significance in the history of Kashmir because Sardar

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan was one of those few sons of soil who played a pivotal role in

the freedom struggle. He faced many hardships during the whole movement but never

lost heart and ^devoted his whole life for Kashmiris. At a time when everyone felt 
1

reluctant to openly attend political gatherings, he arranged a number of meetings of the 

Muslims Conference at his house.

The role and services of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan have been usually

explored in the context of his early life and career, his role in the approval of the 
\

resolution of accession to Pakistan and his contribution in the struggle of Kashmir 
\

Liberation Movement, but the steps he took and efforts he made for institution building in 

the state, his contribution towards highlighting the Kashmir issue at international level
I
i

and his struggle for the demand of self-determination of Kashmiris have not been 

described properly by any research scholar. In fact, works on his life and career are not 

based on a serious academic research. The object of this study is to fill these gaps and 

elaborate the services of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan properly in a systematic

manner.



Literature Review:

The life and political struggle of Sardar Muhainmad Ibrahim Khan has been 

mentioned by some writers. However, most of them were not professional historians. 

They have not given full details about this important personality and very few had dealt 

with it in a systematic way.

Syed Mahmood Azad’s "Ghazi-i-Milat Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan ki sayasi 

sawan-i-umeri’ was descriptive work in Urdu language. This book basically covers the 

whole life of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan. His early education, his entry to politics 

and his role as a leader of Kashmir Liberation Movement. Though it is a detailed work on 

Sardar Ibrahim^ the author did not give any reference to prove his arguments which is a 

big mistake as a book without references always lack authenticity. *

Muhammad Sarwar Abbasi’s 'Sayaseyat-i-Kashmir’ is a very good source of 

information about the history and politics of Azad Jammu and Kashmir. He touched upon 

almost ail aspects of the Kashmir Liberation Movement in a very systematic way and 

partially mentioned the services of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan. One can easily 

understand thejpolitics and government of Azad Kashmir after reading this book. Since

I
Syed Mahmood Azad, Gazi-i-Milat Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan ki sayasi sawan-i- 

j
umeri(Muzaffarabad: Sayadat publications, 2000).



there is no reference in this book at all, it seems like a story book rather than a research 
t

study?

Masud Ahmed’s 'Tarikh-i-sudnuti* the role of Sudnuti and the activities of

famous personalities of the region during the liberation movement. Major part of the

book is based on history and the struggle of the Sudnuti in liberation movement and there 

is only one chapter related to the personalities of the region, who sacrificed their lives for 

the freedom of their homeland which is not sufficient to understand the role of those 

important personalities.^

Mirza Shafiq Hussain’s ^Azad Kashmir: aik sayasi jaiza 1947-1975,^ presents a 

detailed sketch jo f  the history, movements and structure of Azad Kashmir government. In 

this book, one can judge the activities of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan but its main

focus is on politics of Azad Kashmir. This is in_fact a detailed book on the government of 

Azad Kashmir with references."*

S.M. Jaffar’s Kashmir sold and resold” is a complete treatise on the tragedy of 

Kashmir. Professor Jaffar has ably drawn the complete and well-documented story of 

Kashmir from medieval time to its sale and resale and the untold miseries and tyranny to 

which the Muslims of Kashmir have been subjected to by the Hindu government of India,

^Muhammad Sarwar Abbasi, Sayaseyat-i-Kashmir('R3}Nd\\i\n6\: F.I printers, 2008).

 ̂Masud Ahmed, Tarikh-e~sudnuti(LzhoxQ\ Ehzar sons, n.d).

■*Mirza Shafiq Hussain, Azad Kashmir: aik sayasi jaiza  7P^7-/P75(IsIamabad: National Institute ofI
Historical and Cultural Research, 1990).



exploding its perfidious veil of secularism. This is a detailed source related to the history
I

and politics of Kashmir with full references.

. ^

Pervaiz Dewan’s 'Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh’ is a comprehensive study on

Ipolitics of Kashmir. The book is divided in different chapters. Each chapter has its own 

significance because the author has given information about the history of Kashmir, 

Kashmir Liberation Movement and setup of Azad Kashmir government. Sardar
I

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan’s role in politics of Azad Kashmir discussed in brief way. The

main problem with the work is that it is too short which at times leave one confiased at 

certain points.^

Masud Ahmed Khan’s 'Gazi-e-milat: Azad Kashmir k bani sadar Sardar

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan ki mukhtasir sawan-e-hayat’ is a detailed book on life of

Sardar Ibrahim in Urdu language but there is no bibliography in the end of it. The author

has tried to cover all aspects of the life of Sardar Ibrahim but in a short form which

creates confusion for readers at some points.^ 
i
1

Muhammad Jahangir Khan conducted his MA thesis titled "Sardar Ibrahim Khan 

and jang-i-azadi-i-Kashmir’ at the Kashmir Studies Centre, University of the Punjab,

Lahore. He has largely based his study on secondary sources related to Sardar Ibrahim

 ̂S.M. Jaffer, Kashmir sold an d /'e5oW(Lahore; Book traders, 1992).

^Pervaiz Dewan, Jammu Kashmir andLadakh{ New Delhi: Manas publications, 2007).

^Masud Ahmed Khan, Gazi-e-milat: Azad Kashmir k bani sadar Sardar Ibrahim Khan ki mukhtasir sawan- 
e-^<^fl/(Lahore: Maqbool academy,n.d).



Khan. His work gives a lot of information but the thesis is not properly arranged and he
Y  g

did not consult even the available primary sources.

I
Aims and Objectives:

Almost all studies on Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan have tried to present him in the 

context of his early life and career but no one properly highlighted his role in 

establishment of Azad Kashmir government and his role as an opposition leader in Azad 

Kashmir politics. The present study tries to provide comprehensive account on Sardar 

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan.

Methodology

This study has fallowed a systematic pattern with developing the themes of the chapters

but at some occasions, it has employed more vivid and comprehensive view. The

chapters have been formulated on the basis of different levels. The descriptive and

analytical approach has been used in this research. The different chapters in the present 
l'

study explain different stages of the political life of the Kashmiri leader. The whole thesis 

is divided into five chapters apart from introduction and conclusion. Chapter one presents 

fiili information about the life history of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, while the

^Muhammad Jahangir Khan, Sardar Ibrahim Khan and jang-i-azadi-i-Kashmir(M.A.thesis, University of 
A

Punjab,Lahore. 1998).



second chapter highlights the role and services of Sardar Ibrahim as a part of the 

government. Third chapter concentrates on the role played by Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim

in opposition to the government whereas fourth chapter traces the details related to his 

regional, national and international politics. The fifth and last chapter is on his ideology 

related to Pakistan. The conclusion contains arguments of the whole thesis together to 

sum up the discussion and to derive the final findings.

Despite scarcity of the source material on the subject, the researcher was so 

intrigued by its importance that she had ventured to explore it. Luckily, the researcher got 

access to the private papers of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan which had never been 

consulted by any scholar and which have made the present study a worthwhile effort.

The study relies on published/translated primary sources for gathering historical 

information and^data. Mostly the translated versions of the Urdu sources have been used. 

At some places, Urdu terms have been preferred as the translation of certain words tends 

to alter their connotation. The translated works have proved immensely useful, especially, 

‘Matah-e-zindgi.’ Some translated articles were also consulted to make the thesis more 

useful.

Primary sources are available at National Documentation Centre, Islamabad,

National Archive of Pakistan, Islamabad and at the residence of Sardar Khalid Ibrahim

Khan (son of Sardar Ibrahim Khan) in Islamabad. The researcher tried a lot to collect 
I

audio and video cassettes of the speeches of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan but



unfortunately due to the earthquake in 2005, most of the material related to the Kashmir 

movement and the services of Kashmiri leaders was destroyed in the libraries, especially

in Khurshid Library, Muzaffarabad. Some audio cassettes containing interviews and 

speeches of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan were found by the researcher in. the library

of an FM radio station in Rawalakot while some useful information was collected fromi'’
1

the childhood friends of Sardar Ibrahim like Sardar Mukhtayar Khan of Rawalakot and 

Sardar Habib Khan, now living in Chaklala, Rawalpindi.

Secondary sources like books, articles and newspapers clippings were culled from

National Librar>% Islamabad, National Institute of Historical and Cultural Research,

Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, National Institute of Pakistan Studies, Quaid-i- 
i

Azam University, Islamabad, Allama Iqbal Open University, Islamabad, Press 

Information Department, Islamabad, Press Information Department, Muzaffarabad, 

International Research Institute, International Islamic University, Islamabad, Central 

Library IntemAiona! Islamic University, Islamabad, Institute of Regional Studies, 

Islamabad, History Department of the Government Post-Graduate College for Boys, 

Bagh (Azad Kashmir), Department of Kashmir Studies, University of Azad Jammu and 

Kashmir, Muzaffarabad, Central Library University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 

Muzaffarbad, Khurshid Library, Muzaffarabad, Library' of Kashmir Liberation Cell, 

Muzaffarabad, jkashmir Liberation Cell Centre, Chandni Chowk, Rawalpindi, and 

Kashmir Studies Center, Punjab University, Lahore.



The researcher had to face many hardships during the data collection. Once when she
;r

went to see a Kashmiri researcher and scholar Dr. Sarwar Abbasi at his residence, it was

a great shock for her to see him to be stricken with Palsy and could not be able to speak.

But she was happy that despite all difficulties and hard work, she fulfilled all the

requirements ofjthe research and was sure that almost 90 per cent data on Sardar

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan has been consulted in this research.
I



CHAPTER NO: 1 

LIFE HIStORY OF SARDAR MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM 

KHAN

1.1: Background

In 1915, when Sardar Mohammad Ibrahim Khan was bom in Poonchthe state of 

Jammu and Kashmir was ruled by the Dogras under Partap Singh. The Dogras had)

acquired the state under Gulab Singh, the grandfather of Partap Sigh in the wake of 

Anglo-Sikh war, of 1846. When in 1819, Ranjit Singh defeated the Afghans at the battle

of Shupian, the ftate of Jammu and Kashmir became a part of Punjab. Later, Ranjit Singh

confided it to Gulab Singh, who through combination of power, military tactics and

' 10 viciousness added Ladakh and surrounding areas of Jammu. Technically these territories

had been conquered on behalf of the Punjab but in practice they were under Gulab

S i ngh ,w ho  fiarbored a secret design of carving out an independent Dogra state,

including the state of Jammu Kashmir and frontier areas of Ladakh and Baltistan.'^As
I

long as Ranjit Singh was alive he could do nothing to implement his scheme, but when in

 ̂Original passport o f Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan of the year January 1948.{See also Appendix no
■1). I
'®Bava Satinder Singh, Raja Gulab Singh’s role in first Anglo-sikh war(Modem Asian Studies vol.(v),part 
l,January 1971),36.
"ibid., 37. ^
"'Muhammad Yusef Saraf, Kashmiries fights for freedom  vol.l(Lahore: Ferozsons ltd., 1977), 130.



1839 the providence removed his master, Gulab Singh moved against the weak, deprived 

and inefficient luccessors of the Lahore darbar. He aligned himself with the British, 

pledging them|favours against the Punjab in return for the identification of his 

sovereignty over Jammu and Kashmir.

The Anglo-Sikh war of 1846, which eliminated the Sikh political power in the 

Punjab confirnied the Dogra rule in Janmiu and Kashmir. The treaty of Amritsar 

concluded on 16 March 1846 between Gulab Singh and East India Company declared 

that the British government transferred over an independent possession to Maharaja 

Gulab Singh, and the heirs male of his body, all the undulating and mountainous country 

v/ith its dependencies, situated at the eastward of the River Indus and westward of River 

Ravi. In deliberation of transfer made him and his heirs, by the provisions of forgoing 

articles, Maharaja Gulab Singh will pay to the British government the amount of 7.5 

million rupees,^anach Shahi). Five million to be paid on endorsement of this agreement 
j

and two and half million on or before the 1̂ ‘ October of the existing year, A.D. 1846. 

Maharaja Gulab Singh acknowledged the supremacy of the British government one
I

horse, twelve goats of standard breed (six male and six female) and three pairs of 

Kashmiri shawls’"̂.

With the ownership of the state of Jammu and Kashmir by the Dogras, the people 

of Kashmir entered a new phase of their history. During the early Dogra Raj, the

Joseph Davey Conningham, The history o f  the /̂/:/2^(London:John Murray publishers,! 853),275-2 85. 
Sardar Muhamrnad Ibrahim Khan, The Kashmir saga(,M\rpm: Verinag publishers,1965),18-19.



condition of the^people was pathetic. Guiab Singh, the founder of Dogra Raj, dealt with 

his subjects, especially the Muslims, with strong and stem hands. He treated his subjects 

step-motherly’^

The economy of the state was based on agriculture, shawl making and production 

of skills.*  ̂Labourers were subjected to various restrictions. The shawl weavers were not 

allowed to change their line of work. The Kashmiri shawl earned world reputation but 

its weavers were heavily taxed and could hardly manage their lives

IQ _
The system ‘Begaar’ or force labour was a conventional norm . The innocent people 

were forced to do undesired labour. The Muslims in particular were victim of these 

atrocities. Sometime they had to capitulate whole of their towns to the Hindus to get rid 

of forced labour. As a result, the Muslims were reduced to tillers* .̂ The forced labour 

constrained them to run away from their villages and towns, but whenever they were 

caught by the authorities; their relatives apprehended certain death to them. They were 

integral in military logistics and had to carry supplies, construct roads and build bridges. 

During the wild weather, they had to surrender their lives in the hardships of joumey.Tf 

luckily survive(3, they generally ended up as slaves to tribesmen, particularly in Gilgit.^^

Mumtaz Ahmad, Masla-e~Kashmir: Tarikhi, sayasi-o- qanuni mataleh (Lahore: Al Mehrab publications, 
n.d),26-27. j .

Prem Nath Bazaz, Inside ATas/i/ji//^Srinagar: Kashmir publications, 1941),79.
'Mbid. -i

Khan, The Kashmir saga,24.
E.F. Knight, IVhere three empires meei{Kzmchv. Indus publications, 1978),23-25.
A.H.Suhanvardy, The incredible freedom  y/g/j/(Lahore: Jang publishers,! 991),11-12.



The government did not pay heed to the education of their masses. The hteracy 

rate of the MusUms was enormously low as there was even not a single school for them.^’ 

The social status of the Muslims was even lower than the cow in the state. The cow was 

considered to be more valuable than a Muslim.^^The religious harassment, injustice and 

sleaze were all pervasive. The people were at the mercy of the authorities who were 

unchecked; esplciaily the Muslims were their sufferers.^^ Maharaja enjoyed absolute 

powers in the state and even Hindus had no right on property. The peasants having 

hereditary land were bound to pay 50 per cent of their production to the government.^"*

In 1885  ̂ under these wretched circumstances, Maharaja Ranbir Singh was 

succeeded by his elder son Partab Singh, staring a new phase in the history of Kashmir. 

The Maharaja’s supremacy was shared by the British government. This was not 

something new.'The British government had started snooping in the politics of Kashmir 

from the very beginning of the Dogra Raj. Though in the treaty of Amritsar, total 

autonomy had been given to Maharaja but iater, visualizing the strategic position of the

 ̂ . . 25Kashmir, Britishers did not want to honour their commitments. They posted their 

officials in Maharaja’s court to keep eyes on European tourists who used to visit 

Kashmir.

Mir Abdul Aziz^ Kashmir ki /a/jr//:-e-arai//(Lahore:Pakistan publishers, n.d),36.
Chaudhry Mohammad All, Emergence o f  PakistanQiew York: Columbia University press, 1967),282. 
Bazaz, Inside Kashmir, 62.
A.H.Suharwardy, Tragedy in Kashmir(Lahore: Wajidalis, 1983), 10-12.
Prithivi Nath Kaul Bamzai, The history ofKashmir(Hew Dehli: Metropolitan book co.,1961),660.



The contention between the Maharaja and his brothers, gave a chance to the British 

Indian govermJent to trim the powers of Maharaja. In 1889, the British Indian 

government sent a political agent to Gilgit, previously ruled by the Maharaja but now an 

agency. This brought a drastic change in the relationship between Gilgit and Kashmir,"^ 
*1

which had far reaching effects for future. After strengthening their control over Gilgit and 

the Frontier areas, the British Indian government restored the Maharaja’s internal 

autonomy to some extent. Later in 1920, the Maharaja requested the British Indian 

govemriient for the right of full autonomy in the state. The British agreed to give him this 

right of self-governing and in the same year a darbar was held at Jammu. Lord 

Chelmsford, the then viceroy of India, announced the reinstatement of complete

27autonomy of Maharaja in the affairs of the state .

Though%e British officials had introduced some reforms for the betterment of 

their subjects, the Muslims of the state remained largely unaffected. They were the 

symbol of misery and backwardness. According to the census report of. 1911, the 

Muslims of the state were marked as 78 per cent of the total population of the state,but  

their ratio in government services was zero. Despite the British reforms, the socio- 

economic, political and educational condition of the Muslims remained the same as it was

in early Dogra Raj. According to Bazaz, the condition of Muslim masses was appalling.

26 Ibid., 662.
Farooq Tubbasum, Chaudhry Gulam Abbas: His Life and Time(M.phll.thesis,Quaid-i-Azam 

University,Islamabad, 1987),24-26.
Saraf, Kashmiries fights fo r  freedom  vol.i,40-41.



even clothed in̂  ranges which could hardly cover their bodies presenting the picture of

 ̂ 90gloom and vulnerability.
I

The Muslims could not fritter away their money which they earned with their 

sweat and toil. Jhey were constrained to pay to the police, the revenue department, the
I

forest department officials and even to the employees of the cooperative societies.^®

There were of course a few well-to-do Muslims but even they could not have the courage 

to claim equality with Hindus. The doors of army were also closed for Muslims^* because

32the Dogra rulers did not consider them trustworthy and loyal towards them. The 

Muslims were equivalent with the cutter of wood and a drop of water. All types of dirty 

and tedious work were to be done by them.^  ̂ The government was not interested to 

accommodate Muslims of the state.

The first decade of the 20th century ushered the state of Jammu and Kashmir into 

a new era for socio-political resistance. Both the Muslim and the Hindu communities of 

the state could not remain indifferent to the activities going around them. So they 

gathered on a platform and established some organizations in the state and because of 

those organizations they got a chance to raise their voices against the Maharaja of

Kashmir.34

Prem Nath Bazaz^TVie history o f struggle fo r  freedom in Kashmir: political and ci///wra/(Karachi: 
National book foundation, 1976), 144.

Sibtain Tahira, Kashmir and UN: Success and/fl//wre(Islamabad: National Institute of Pakistan Studies 
Quaid-i-Azam University, 1990),5.
 ̂* Prem Nath Bazaz, Kashmir in crucibie(Mirpuv: Verinag publishers, 1991 ),28.

Bazaz, Struggle for freedom^ 141.
”  Ibid., 144. -A 
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Some Indian Muslims like Nawab Sir Salimullah Khan, Syed Mohsin Shah, 

Kliawaja Ferozuddin etc. having Kashmiri origin played momentous role in awakening of

^  35the Muslims of- Kashmir. They organised an ‘Anjuman’ called Anjuman-i-Kashmiri

Mussalman-i-Lahore.^^ The main aim of this Anjuman was to provide a platfonn to the 
t

Kashmiri Muslims in other part of British India. It was renamed as “All India Kaslimir 

Conference” in 1901.^  ̂ Lack of education was the main cause of the Muslims'

backwardness. In 1916, the Conference sought the intervention of the Indian government

i  38to look into the  ̂matter and determine the causes of illiteracy. The British government 

appointed Mr. Sharp as education commissioner to identify loopholes in the education 

system of the state and to improve it. Mr. Sharp presented his recommendations to the 

darbar in 1916, which were approved by Maharaja but were never implemented by the 

wretched state bureaucracy.

The Muslims were disgraced and they were denied even the basic facilities of

life. They were mostly condemned to forced labour, squalled housing, and starvation, 
i

On the other hand, Hindu minority community was enjoying maximum political and

economic rights. They were all well-educated, economically strong and claimed to bigger 

chunk of military and civil services."̂  ̂ It was in this background that Sardar Muhammad

IIbrahim Khan opened his eyes and later embarked on a political career.

Mirza Shafiq Hussain, Kashmiri Musalinanu ki sayasi jad-o~jahad: Muntakhib dasti^vizatl93J- 
7Pi9(Islamabad: l^ational institute of historical and cultural research, 1985),9.

G.S.Raghavan, The waring o f  Kashmir{A\\?ih?Lh?Ld :The pioneer press, 1931),7.
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M. A.Khan, Kashmir tarikh key aieny }nein{y[\r(i\xr: Lalazar publications, 1991),299.



t

1.2: Early Life:

Sardar Jvluhammad Ibrahim Khan was bom in a village ‘"Rant”"’* near Mateh-ny- 

cot, in Rawalakot"*  ̂on April 15, 1915,'^^His father’s name was Sardar Alam Khan‘̂‘*and he

was a land cultivator by profession. Though, he was not an educated man, he had zeal

i . 4 5and determination to educate his children'

Sardar Ibrahim completed his early education from Huma Mehra '^̂ Boys School 

in Rawalakot at the age of 10 or 11 years/^He was an intelligent student and completed 

his primary education only in three years instead of five years’ education.^^^He stood first 

 ̂ 49in all examinations and got scholarship of amount 'two rupees’ from the government.

After his exclusion Sardar Ibrahim found himself in Poonch High School.^®He 

passed his matriculation from there and with his friend Sardar Habib Khan took

Inten/iew with Sardar Javeed Ibrahim Khan(Son o f Saradar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan)dated, 15 April 
2010,Islamabad.Tape recording.

Match ny cot is'a village, located almost 20 kilometers distance from district Rawalakot Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir. |.

Interview with Sardar KJialid Ibrahim Khan(Son o f Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan) dated, 20 
November 2009,fslamabad.Tape recording. And the passport o f Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan .(See 
also the Appendix no. 1).
"'Ibid. I

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, Matah-e-zindgiiRawahkot: Derti publications, n.d.),9.
Verification from old record o f Huma Mehra boys High school (See also the Appendix no 2). 
Khan,Matah-e-zindg],9-]3.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.



admission to Islamia College, Lahore. In his childhood, as he wrote in his 
i

autobiography that he was doting to play games but now he left all and paid his full
I

attention towards his studies. After passing intermediate examination from Islamia 

College, he didlhis B.A from Punjab University, Lahore, in the year 1938. During his

stay in Lahore, while he was busy in his studies, he got the opportunity to witness debates 

of the politicians as the year 1936-1937 was considered as the year of revolutionary 

changes in politics’̂"* On his return to his room, he would discuss the views of Zafarullah
I

Khan, Lala Lajit Roy, Muhatma Gandhi and Pandit Nehru with his roommates and 
i

friends. After getting the B.A degree, he had a desire to go abroad for further studies in 

the subject of law.^^Since, he was fond of reading English novels and fictions, therefore, 

these stuff gave him inspiration to go to England and get the degree of law. This was not 

easy for him due to the financial problems. He discussed this issue with his elder brother 

Sardar Ismail I^an, who was a teacher and he gave full support to him to get higher 

education in London.Wi th  the support and suggestions of his elder brother, he 

submitted an application to the Maharaja of Poonch for scholarship.^^ Before this, Sardar 

Ibrahim had met a barrister in Lahore who had told him the total expenses to reside in 

London during the studies would be almost 20,000 rupees, Sardar Ibrahim thought it

better to apply or scholarship. Later, this statement of the barrister proved to be wrong. 58

Interview with Sadar Habib Khan(A closest colleague and best friend of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim 
Khan)dated, 15 February 2010,Rawalpindi.Tape recording.

Khan, Matah-e-zindgi, 10.
Azad,Gazi-e-milat ki sayasi sawan-e-umriJ-2.
Ibid. I
Khan, Matah-e-zindgi, 50-51.

^Mbid. ]
”  Ibid., 53-55.
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But he did not have any idea that getting scholarship from a Hindu government was a

daunting task for a MusHm student. Firozpur Chand was the Prime Minister of Poonch at

that time. He was a liberal minded Hindu. Sardar Ibrahim, his father, his brother and

Khan Muhammad Khan^  ̂had met him in the form of a delegation and requested him to

pursue this matter. The delegation told the Prime Minister that if the young men of

Poonch would be educated, there would be no need to take the officers from Kashmir

darbar. The Raja appreciated their eagerness and gave them all instructions about the

whole process graciously. After long negotiations, Firozpur Chand agreed to give him

scholarship, butimfortunately the process went too long, for almost one year and for this 
i

whole year the father of Sardar Ibrahim and brother Muhammad Ismail Khan suffered a 

lot due to visits from Rawalakot to Poonch and from Poonch to Lahore, as at that time no 

modem means i f  transportation were available and travel was possible only by foot.^  ̂

After long progression, he got tiie amount of 6,000 rupees as scholarship for 

studies.^^Besides this, his father and brother arranged some more money for him.^  ̂ He 

spent an amount of Rsl 0,000 during his four-year stay in London.^^After facing many 

hardships, Sard^ Ibrahim reached London and stayed there with a friend. Because of 

lack of information about the sessions of London universities, he reached there before 

time and universities were closed for vacations. In this free time, he read some books of

Interview with Sardar Khalid Ibrahim Khan(Son of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan) dated, 04 April 
2011,Islamabad.Tape recording. Khan Muhammad Khan was a prominent leader in Kashmir and a member 
of Dogra Assembly before on the seat of Muslim Conference.
^Ibid. I

Interview with Khalid Ibrahim Khan,20 November 2009.
“  Ibid. ^

Kiian, Matah-e-zindgi, 55.



law. '̂^After vacations, he took admission to Lincoln Inn College ^^and then University 

College, London to do bar-at-law .̂^  ̂ In the meanwhile, he went to India House to apply 

for his residence as he was unable to bear the expense of living as a paying guest. He was 

given an address of Indian family and he stayed there till the completion of his education. 

In 1939, he went to Paris in France to spend vacations but had to return due to the start of 

World War Second. When the college opened after vacations he made friends and 

>enjoyed the college life completely. There he started to play hockey and tennis as he 

was a good player of hockey from school time, soon he was selected for the college

team. 68

The year 1939-40 was the era of revolution so the young boys used to discuss the 

situation of masses and countries in colleges. They delivered speeches against rulers and 

on the liberation of Hindustan. They even talked angrily with each other and raised their
r

voices against their rulers openly, though Sardar Ibrahim had never participated with 

those revolutionists, but because of these discussions, the revolutionary thoughts were 

bom in his mind which later played an important role in the liberation movement of 

Kashmir.^^ I

Ibid., 62. I
Ibid. (See also the Appendix no 3).

^  Ibid. (See also the Appendix no 4).
”  Personal dairy o f Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan o f the year 1940.

Ibid. I
Sardar Muhammad Raziq Khan, “Jad-o-jahad-e-azadi mein Gazi-e-milat ka qardar”(Muzaffarabad: 

Asian News,numb'er 1,volume 23-24),53. 
i



In 1939, Germany attacked Poland. London also announced war and called all British

passport holders" to gather on one place.™ All institutions were closed and the students 

were sent to the bank of sea near a village ‘Villaz’. Villaz was a small village and he

enjoyed his time there. The people of ‘Villaz’ were very courageous and Sardar Ibrahim 

was inspired with them during the war time. At the end of the war, the students went back 

to their colleges.  ̂The condition of the country was not good after the war. The year 1940- 

41 was the last year of his education in London. He took the examinations of L.L.B and
I

bar-at-law together. It was not an easy task and a number of students failed but Sardar

Ibrahim passed 

returning to his country.

the examinations through his hardwork. Then, he prepared himself for

71

He got his seat reserved in the ‘City and Hall Lian’ ship,^  ̂ left his companions in

London and started his journey through Canada and. Africa for British India. This was

almost three months journey, and the whole world was in danger in those days. For

almost one month the ship was in danger zone but as it started moving from Africa, they

got relief to some extent. They celebrated the Christmas and new year events on the ship. 
.1

That was a turning point for Sardar Ibrahim because he was a shy boy and could not 

deliver a speech in public. The British arranged a play to mark the new year and gave a 

character to Sardar Ibrahim. That was a difficult task for Sardar Ibrahim as he could not 

even speak in public. First, he refused to take part in the play but the passengers of the 

ship forced him to do this, as they thought that Sardar Ibrahim was a right man for this

Sardar Ibrahim’s dairy, 1940.
Khan, Matah-e-zindgi,SZ. 
Ibid.



character. At last when the day came, Sardar Ibrahim was so nervous, he thought that he 
t

would forget all^dialogues on the stage. On his turn he was to push down on stage by the 

people, and a man on his back repeated his dialogues. Subsequently, Sardar Ibrahim 

spoke up and presented his role beautifully. Now he was much confident, but suddenly he

forgot his dialo 

appreciated him̂

^ues, but he kept on speaking whatever was in his mind. The audience 

and he left the stage and went back to his room. Next morning, people 

gave him good response and on that day he thought that delivering of a speech was not 

much difficult.'73

In the end of January 1941, he reached Calcutta.^"' At that time sources of 

communications were too scanty, so when he met his relatives in Calcutta, he asked about 

his mother, and^on reply he planned to go to home first.

On his return to home, he saw the economic condition of his family was not good 

as his father had died. The poor people of his village thought that as he had returned from 

London so might be his name would have been changed, but Sardar Ibrahim told them 

that he was still Ibrahim and education could not change his name.^^ He was known as 

‘Babu Ibrahim’or Sardar Ibrahim in his hometown.^^

Ibid.,92-96. 
Ibid.

”  Ibid.,97.
Ibid.,99.
Abdul Razaq Khan, “Gazi-e-milat sy wabasta yadein”(Rawalakot: Barshaghal, number l,volume 29-

30,1-15 August,2007),23.



It was considered that as he had educated from London he would get a good 

government job jbut Sardar Ibrahim knew that it was not much easy. Consequently, he 

went to Jammu as there was no other ‘barrister’ in the state. However, he had to suffer a 

lot as Gopal Susami Aanger was the prime minister of the state at that time and he was 

not willing to give him any job. Thus Sardar Ibrahim realized that it was very thorny for

Muslims to get jobs in Hindu dominance.
1

In 1941, he left Srinagar and went to Delhi. In the meanwhile Raja Maharaj Singh 

replaced Gopal Swami Aanger and when Sardar Ibrahim met him, he was offered a job in 

Jammu. But suddenly Maharaja Sigh resigned from seat. Sardar Ibrahim now thought of 

starting practice in Srinagar and got license for that. Caylash Naraien Huksar was 

appointed as the, provisional prime minister. He offered a job to Sardar Ibrahim as legal 

representative of the government Sardar Ibrahim on the advice of some earnest friends 

accepted the joaand was posted in Mirpur, where majority of officers was Hindu hence 

they were against Muslims. Later, he gained their support due to his soft nature. Maharaja 

Hari Singh was basically against the Muslim community thus he never wanted to see 

even a person in favour of the Muslims. This attitude of Hari Singh generated a storm of 

revolt against Maharaja in the state.

In the year 1943, Sardar Ibrahim got married to fulfill his mother’s wish. His wife 

was a daughter of Haji Muhammad Qasim Khan, who was a reputable man of Rawalakot. 

After almost a year, Sardar Ibrahim was transferred to Jammu and since then he got a

Khan, Matah-e-zindgi, 101. 
’M bid.,102-103.



number of achievements in his life. There he got the post of assistant advocate general in 

the high court. Oh the other hand, the condition of Hindustan had changed a lot. He was 

compelled to pursue the cases with the wishes of government, which w'as not tolerable for 

Sardar Ibrahim. Me did not like the attitude of Hindus and even could not digest the 

flattering approach towards Hindus. Therefore, he decided to get rid of this system for the 

sake of Muslims’ betterment. Subsequently, he resigned from the job. All the leaders of 

the Muslim Conference were in prison at that time, hence he started political work for

.80Muslims with full zest a and courage

1.3; Political Profile:

In September 1946, Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan entered politics soon after 

his resignation from the government service. All well-known leaders of the Muslim 

Conference were in jail at that time and Sardar Ibrahim was given the ticket on a seat of 

Muslim Conference to contest the election. He had no idea about the reaction of the 

public as he was a new entrant to politics but he started his work having complete faith in 

Allah and visited his birth town to hold dialogues with public on the condition of the

state.81

At that time, Khan Muhammad Khan of Sudnuti was an illustrious leader of 

Poonch and Sudnuti region. The people of the state used to follow his instructions blindly

Ibid.,111. I
Interview with Sardar Mukhtayar Khan(A closest colleague o f Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan)dated, 

08 February 2010,Rawalakot.Tape recording.



I  82because he was compassionate towards adolescent Muslims. He visited the intact area

with Sardar Ibrahim and monopolised the community and told them that he was an aged

man at present, therefore, he could not move further, hence Sardar Ibrahim was a young,

energetic and accomplished man of their own tribe, the people were supposed to

cooperate with him.^  ̂ In the stormy month of January 1947, all community of Sudnuti

came to the polling stations to poll their votes in favour of Sardar Ibrahim.As a result

he was elected to the constituent assembly from Sudnuti and Bagh. Afterwards, he went

to Jammu and started his practice there.

In the year 1947, during his stay in Jammu, when he heard about the planning of

mass murder of Muslims, by Hindus in the country, he called all the young Muslim men 
1

of Jammu to talk about* the whole situation and instructed them to prepare themselves 

secretly. In the fist session of assembly which was held in March or April, Sardar Ibrahim 

delivered a critical speech on budget and on the government policies. The speech was 

appreciated by public and from that day he started speaking openly against the
J

government. After that Maharaja Hari Singh started to systematize his military and
J

extend them all over the state, particularly in Poonch sector. Subsequent to concluding of 

the Assembly session when Sardar Ibrahim reached Poonch, he was shocked to see the 

units of military, everywhere in the region. The Dogra forces thus started to torture the

84

M. Sadiq Khan and Gulam Hussain Ahzar, Yagana-e-KashmiiiLahore: Bonus printers, 1986),216. 
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* 9,1community through different ways, i.e. socially, traditionally, and religiously. Because

 ̂ , 0 0
of that immoral behaviour of the soldiers, the public got outraged.

In these circumstances, Sardar Ibrahim and his companions gathered to make

plan for next movement. They warned the government against the situation of the state

through letters and telegrams. In the end of June 1947, Chauhdry Hameedullah Khan, an

officiating president of All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference came to Rawalakot

at the time when the political activities were on its peak. As a resuh, many leaders were

under surveillance or exiled. All the leaders of both tehsils reached Rawalakot but they

could not arrange a meeting there because of a ban in the region. It was decided with 
)

mutual cooperation that a session should be held in the night on the residence of Moivi

Iqbal Khan at the village Pothi Makwalan outside the city of Rawalakot. In this historical 

tsession, they took oath to give vote in favour of Pakistan and for this they would even 

sacrifice their bodies, soul and wealth. As a result, the Dogra forces demolished the house 

of Molvi Iqbal IQian,^^

The Dogra government wanted to arrest Sardar Ibrahim because with the emergence of 

Pakistan he had started presenting his views openly in support of Pakistan but they had 

no evidence hence they were helpless.^^ow Sardar Ibrahim with his companions started 

arranging the people to fight with the Dogra forces, because only the people of this area

Interview with Sardar Habib Khan, 15 February 2010.
Syed Basheer Hussain Jaffri, Sudan sarfarosh aur tahrik~i-azadi-i-Kashmir. Unpublished work 331-333. 

And interview with' Sardar Mukhtayar Khan, 08 February 2010.
Sardar Mukhtayar Khan, Azadi ka /:/^a^va6-e-p^es/^a«(Rawalpindi: F.I.printers, n.d),23-24.
Interview with Sardar Mukhtayar Khan, 08 February 2010.



were familiar with the use of weapons as they had participated in the Second World

91War.

Sardar Ibrahim requested some army officers e.g. Capt. Boston Khan, Col. Sher 

Ahmed Khan, Gol. Hussain Khan, Col. Hadayat Khan and Col. Mahbub Ali, Gen. 

Muhammad Akbar and many others^  ̂to organize the people on the basis of a battalion of 

an army and called them as ‘Azad force’.Although Sardar Ibrahim had not much 

experience about war but during his stay in England, he had keenly observed and 

understood the war techniques. Thus he guided them with full eagerness. After preparing 

them for a revolutionary struggle, he went to Srinagar where he was put under 

arrest. '̂^Here in Poonch, the condition went from bad to worse because the government

95had imposed a new tax on public with the name of “chuhla tax”.

On June 1947, the British government announced its plan for the future of the Indo- 

Pakistan subcontinent. Paramount over the states ceased on the appointed day, namely 

15̂*̂ August 1947, and the states were to be left free to decide to which dominion they 

should accede.^^ At the same time, the crown representative, advised the rulers of the 

states to take into consideration economical factors, geographical contiguity, the wishes

Khan, M atah-e-zindgi,\\9.
M. Sadiq Khan and Gulam Hussain Ahzar, Yagana-e-Kashmir, 145-150.

^A sif Ashraf, “Gazi-e-milat hum sy bechiry”(Muzaffarabad ; Sadaey channar, 31 July, 2009),! 1.

Khan, Matah-e-zindgi.,\19.
Mir Abdul Aziz, Freedom struggle in Kashmir(hahore: Research society o f Pakistan,2000),103- 

lOS.Chuhla tax was imposed on public by Dogra administration, in which public had to pay the tax on each 
item o f kitchen.

Hamid KhsLn,Constitutional and political history o/PaA/jraw(Karachi:Oxford University press,2001),68. 
And Khawaja Gulam Ahmed ^?sid\\.,Kashmir azadi ki dehliz /?er(Lahore: Jang publishers, 1991), 156-170.



of their people and other factors in arriving at a decision vis-a-vis accession.^^At that 

stage, the most appropriate option was that to join Pakistan as the leaders of Muslim

^ osConference had decided it earlier in accordance with the wishes of public.

The Muslim Conference leaders arranged a session of the general council to 

decide about the accession to Pakistan but the condition of the state had become too 

critical. The members came to attend the session but no one was willing to provide them 

a place for the rrleeting. All hotels and boat houses refused to give them room under the
j a

threat of the government and the National Conference, as both of them were against 

joining Pakistan.^^Press was banned. In these tense circumstances, Sardar Ibrahim
I
 ̂ 1 n Ioffered his own house for the session in “Abi Guzar’ and in this session, with mutual

cooperation, the resolution was passed to join Pakistan on 19th July 1947. 102

After this announcement, the government banned all political activities and

started arresting the leaders on large-scale. In these pathetic conditions, all earnest friends 
i

decided that Sardar Ibrahim should go to Poonch to lead the movement. It was also 

decided that Sardar Ibrahim and Agha Shouket Ali, the general secretary of Muslim 

Conference, went to Rawalpindi to fortify the movement from there, but Agha Shouket
_______________ j____________
” lbid,157-I70. \

Khalid Mehmood^and Razia Sultana, “Maslah-e-Kashmir :aik jaiza”(Islamabad: Research and auto 
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February 2010. |
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was arrested very next day‘̂ ^and Sardar Ibrahim had to go back home as his httle kid 
1

Javeed Ibrahim was suffering from fever on that day. He told his wife about his journey 

and ieft Srinagar!‘̂ '̂ His life was in danger at that time because the government wanted to 

arrest him too but he reached Abbottabad safely.’®̂ After one night stay in Abbottabad, 

Sardar Ibrahim went to Lahore to meet the top leaders and to get access to the heads of 

newspapers to expose the condition of the state and plight of the Muslims.

He was too much worried to see the condition of the state. Therefore, he tried his 
k
ibest to meet the army officers who belonged to Poonch and were posted in Pakistan.

^̂ ^He prepared them to go back to their country with weapons and ammunitions to start a 
I

war against their enemies. In the meanwhile, newspapers started propaganda thus military 

men went back to their country. Then Sardar Ibrahim went to Murree and established his
I

headquarters there as this picturesque hill station was located near Kashmir. *®̂ From

Murree, he got more help and started collecting weapons through different sources.

Friends gave them ammuni t ion,and they were successful in arranging almost 50,000

men in the shape of army.^^ They delivered arms through River Jhelum. Swimming in 
\

River Jhelum was not an easy task but they did this to supply material to the soldiers, 
i

Tribals were also worried about the malicious condition of their Muslim brothers and

Ibid. J
Muhammad Yusef Saraf, Kashmiries fights fo r freedom  vo/.//(Lahore; Feroz sons, 1979), 1236. 
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they extended their full support to them in the shape of arms and ammunit ion.Soon 

they themselves|were in a position to borrow some weapons. Now they were ready to 

face the Dogra forces. They divided the command of different areas to the people of 

different villages.**' Then they started a revolt properly. The soldiers moved towards 

Srinagar from Muzaffarabad and got success.**^

On October 24, 1947, they announced establishment of a provisional government 

in Azad area and Sardar Ibrahim was declared its first president. It was also announced 

that this government would treat his community in a cool manner and would take care of 

government requested India to recognize the state, because it was the 

for public* The Dogra Raj ended in the state of Kashmir and Maharaja 

Hari Singh fled away from Srinagar, but he signed an agreement with India to accede the 

state of Kashmir to India. *^^They announced this accession of state from New Delhi but 

the Pakistan government refused to accept this.

minorities. The 

right govemmen

•I
On October 27, the Indian forces landed in Srinagar through helicopters and a 

fight started there. The Azad forces achieved most parts of Kashmir with Ladakh and 

Baltistan. In January 1948, when the issue came before the UN Security Council, the

110Shafiq, Azad Kashmir: aik soyasi jaiza, 120.
Syed Basheer Hussain Jaffri, Zinda bad{B2i^ \  Maki Medeni printers,2003),577. 
Khan,A/a/cr/j-e- zindgi,\2>6.
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three-fourth parts of the state were in the hands of the Azad government. On January 

17, 1948 Sardar Ibrahim with Zafarullah Khan and Dr. Muhammad Din Tasir went to 

New York to present the Kashmir issue at the UN Security Council.*

Unluckily Sardar Ibrahim did not get a chance to deliver his speech because the

UN Council hadjto close its session over the death of Mahatma Gandhi in India. Sardar 

iIbrahim called a press conference in New York and highlighted the plight of the Muslims

of the state and t le causes of revolt against the Maharaja magnificently. ̂ '^This made him

popular in the eyes of Muslim community.

Initially, 

in ‘Juhanjal Hr

■when the Azad government came into being the capital was established

r  near Plandri.^*^And the new cabinet started its work under the

leadership of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan. The people were in high spirits and they

tried their best to run the new government efficiently. Despite, having limited resources

for running the government they worked hard to make things possible because it was a 
1

general belief that this government would fall soon. The members of the new cabinet and

the officers did' not even have offices and had to sit under trees. Despite all these 
i

hardships, they kept on working with passion. 119

Sardar Ibrahim went to Arab countries requesting them to recognise Kashmir as 

an independent Itate. By that time, he had become a national hero as well as shot to fame

Tahir Tubassam^ “Sardar Ibrahim Bani Sadder”,31July 2004(Rawalakot:Barshagal,number,l volume 29-
30,1-15 August,2007),28.
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Sardar Yasir Yasin, “Gazi-e-milat ka tarikhi kardar” (Rawalpindi :Nawa-i-waqat ,31 July,2004),5.
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f
at international level. At the same time, he got the title of ‘Gazi-e-Milat’ from the people

of Kashmir. 120

On the other hand, Chauhdry Gulam Abbas was released from the jail and reached 

Sialkot, Pakistan; Sardar Ibrahim had also reached there to welcome him and offered him

to head the Azad* government but he refused politely and gave him assurance to cooperate 

with him. Howeier, iater a tussle started between Sardar Ibrahim and Chauhdry Gulam

Abbas on the issue of powers. 12]

On 1 J^uary 1949, a ceasefire line was drawn between India and Pakistan but 

the Kashmiri leacJers were not taken into confidence. A wave of uncertainty rose between 

the govemments|of Pakistan and Azad Kashmir. To overcome this situation, Mushtaq 

Ahmad Gormani, Minister of Kashmir Committee, Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan,

president of Azad Kashmir and Chaudhry Gulam Abbas, the president of All Jammu and 
i

Kashmir Muslim Conference signed an agreement which was called ‘Karachi

Agreement’. In his agreement, the administrative responsibilities of Gilgit, Baltistan and

Northern Areas were given to the Pakistan government. 123

The rift 

Sardar Ibrahim
t

between the two top Muslim Conference leaders was on its peak when 

was sent to America to attend the UN session to present the Kashmir

Interview with Sardar Khalid Ibrahim, 20 November 2009.
‘ ̂ ' K\imQdJ'arikh-e-sudn w/;, 101 -102.
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issue again. And on his return in May 1950, under a conspiracy he was forced to tender
I

his resignation and ‘̂ "̂ Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan was selected as president. Sardarfs

Ibrahim became opposition leader. After his resignation, the political scenario changed 

and agitation started all over Azad Kashmir. Though, the movement had not been started 

by him, he had no choice but to join it on public demand.*^^Later, April 13, 1957, a 

session of the working committee was held in Muzaffarabad where Sardar Ibrahim 

replaced Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan as president. He took oath on the same day but the 

cabinet was appointed after 16 months in July 1958. In his second tenure, he strengthened 

the constitutional and administrative set up.'^^The Mangla Dani project to produce energy 

started the same year.'^^ In 1959, he received a call from secretary of Ministry of 

Kashmir Affairs:in Karachi to resign as he was told that Pakistani President Ayub Khan 

was not happy with him because of his inefficiency. Thus, he tendered his resignation and 

K.H. Khurshid Became president on 1̂  ̂ May 1959.̂ ^  ̂ On 13 November 1959, he was 

arrested on the charge of instigating the public against the martial law government. He 

was sent to Rawalpindi jail but later was released as all courts gave their decisions 

against this action of the government. He had been sent to jail as he was against 

dictatorship. He also resigned as the Muslim Conference president and joined Nafaz-e- 

Islam Party and started his practice in Lahore High C o u r t . I n  April 1966, he decided to

Khan, M atah-e-zmdgi,\55.
Arshed Aziz, “Bani-e-Azad Kashmir;Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan”(Muzaffarabad; Jammit-o- 

July 2009)3.
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establish Azad Muslim Conference because of the tussle with Gulam Abbas and Sardar

Abdul Qayum Khan. The main motto was the same as all Jammu Kashmir Muslim 

Conference that^was to continue the struggle for liberation of Kashmir and annex the state 

with Pakistan.

In the year 1970, the presidential elections were held. Sardar Ibrahim participated 

from the platform of Azad Muslim Conference, Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan from Muslim 

Conference, K.H. Khurshid from Liberation League and Chauhdry Tariq from Ray 

Shumari. Sardar  ̂Abdul Qayum won the elections and Sardar Ibrahim gave assurance to 

him for his cooperation. Later, he again joined Muslim Conference and was selected as 

its president.

In 1975,vSardar Abdul Qayum Khan launched a movement of no confidence 

against him. In the same year, Sardar Ibrahim gave assurance to Prime Minister of 

Pakistan Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto for his cooperation with People’s Party in Azad Kashmir. 

He decided to participate in the elections on behalf of four-party candidates. Sardar 

Abdul Qayum Khan did not agree with him and boycotted the elections. Hence he won 

the elections and took the oath as a constitutional president of Azad Kashmir government. 

He then joined People’s Party Azad Kashmir wing on the request of Zulfiqar Ali

131
Shubnum and Saabra, Tarikh-e-Kashmir,205,
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Bhutto. 5 July 1977, martial law was imposed in Pakistan but Sardar Ibrahim 

remained president till October 1978.

Benazir Bhutto designated him as the president of Azad Kashmir People’s Party 

in the year 1986. He reorganized the party and was elected as the member of Legislative 

Assembly in the elections of 1990, but Benazir Bhutto did not nominate him the seat of 

prime minister. aTherefore, estrangement was created between them, and he established 

Jammu Kashmir People’s Party. Later, they again reached an understanding and in the 

elections of 1996, he was elected as the president again. He remained president of Azad 

Kashmir till 2001.^^“̂ After that he went to Rawalakot and quit politics because of his old 

age.

With all political ups and downs, he headed the Azad Kashmir government for 

four times, from 1947-1950, 1957-1959, 1975-78, and from 1996-2001.*^  ̂ He was the 

founder president of Azad Jammu and Kashmir at the age of 32 as well as the oldest

president at the-age of 86.̂ ^̂  It is a historical fact that he accepted the presidentship of
1

Azad Kashmir "at a time when all prominent leaders, i.e. Mir Wiaz Yosef Shah and 
i

Chauhdry Hameedullah Khan had refiised to assume power because their families had

Shubnum and Saabra, Tarikh-e-Kashmir,205.
Ibid.
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been living in occupied Kashmir and they were afraid of any mischief with them. Sardar 

Ibrahim’s family was also in Srinagar but he took risk not only for his own life but also 

for his family. Although, he was somehow lazy to offer even prayers in his daily life but
 ̂ a

had a purely honest nature’̂ ’ with an unblemished political career and was never

involved in corruption.

1.4: Death

138

In the last stage of this life, he went to his hometown in Mateh-ny-cot and spent
I

most of time there. He had three sons and one daughter. Because of old age, he became

too weak and his children forced him to live with them in Islamabad. As he was self-

made man so he did not want to disturb his children. He always did his work by his own 

hands as his wife had died almost 16 years earlier. He was a nature lover that’s why after

2001 he preferred to live in his hometown to spend most of his time with natural 

be au t y .B u t  when he felt that his health was deteriorating he called his youngest son 

Sardar Farooq Ibrahim to come to Rawalakot and take him to Islamabad. He stayed with 

Sardar Farooq Ibrahim, and often visited Sardar Khalid Ibrahim’s house.

From early July’he was not feeling well. A doctor time and again visited him in his 
f

house, and Sardar Habib Khan (his closest friend) told in his interview that when he

Ershad Mehmood, “Sardar Ibrahim Khan ki yad mein”(Rawalakot: Barshagal, number 1 volume 29-
30,1-15 August,2007),6.

Abdul Hameed Khan, “Ah: Gazi-e-Milat”(IsIamabad: Nawa-i- waqat,30 July,2004),6.
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asked Farooq Ibrahim to hospitalize his father, Farooq whispered that once Sardar 

Ibrahim had said to him if they hospitalized him, it meant they wanted to get rid of

him.*"*̂  Sardar I 3rahim died on July 31, 2003 at the residence of Farooq Ibrahim in

Islamabad. He was buried in his hometown in Mateh ny cot in a grave, he had himself 

selected few years back.̂ "̂ ^

1.5: Publications

Besides political activities, Sardar Ibrahim also took part in literary activities. He wrote

some articles in different newspapers but his major publications are in the shape of books

with the name of ‘The Kashmir saga” and “Matah-e-zindgi”. The Kashmir saga covers

the whole events during the Liberation Movement of Kashmir with the condition of the

state at the tim*e of Maharaja in detail. The second one is his autobiography which

presents the stages of his life step by step in Urdu language. Another book “Kashmir ki

jang-e-Azadi” is also authored by Sardar Ibrahim but it is actually an Urdu translation of 
I

the The Kashmir saga.

Interview with Sardar Habib Khan, 15 February 2010.
Ibid. And interview with Sardar Khalid Ibrahim, 20 November 2009.



CHAPTER NO: 2

SARDAR MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM KHAN IN

GOVERNMENT

The political activities in British India during the 20̂  ̂ century brought a wave of 

awareness to the people of the princely states along with those of Kashmir, particularly 

the young skilled Muslims. Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan was one of them. As an 

apprentice of law college in London University, England, he had closely pragmatic a 

turning period in British Indian politics. imbibed the lessons of liberty and went 

back to the state after receiving his degrees in the year 1941, with eagerness and

obsession to redress the grievances of his countrymen,
I

144

The people of the state strove to get rid of the tyrannical rule of Hari Singh. The

bitterness of Muslims was on the edge of detonation more when an incident happened in

Jammu on Eid day in May 1931, when a police sub-inspector stopped an Imam Masjid

from delivering his “Khutba”.*"̂  ̂ This was taken by the Muslims of Jammu as an 
i

___________ I__________
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interference in their religious affairs. Hence, the Youngmen Muslim Association^"*  ̂ of 

that time held a protest meeting against this incident and demanded that the police official 

an exemplary chastisement. The Muslims protests had barely subsided 

outraged by one more incident .This  happened in Jammu central jail

should be given 

when they were

where a Hindu sergeant snatched the Holy Quran from a Muslim constable while he was

reciting it and tl&ew it on the f l o o r .T h e  Youngman Muslim Association called a strike
I

against this incident. As a result, the government started to take into custody the leaders

. Iof the association.

These forgoing developments prompted the Muslim leadership that they must
i

have a countrywide political organisation which be supposed to bring all the Muslims on 

one platform. There were various regional, social, religious and literary organisations like 

Youngmen Muslim Association and Fateh Kadal Reading Room Partŷ ^® which were

used for political purposes. As a result, all well-known Muslim leaders of the state agreed 

to form a new political organisation named All Jammu Kashmir Muslim Conference

151 (MC).

Youngmen Muslim association was actually an organize party o f  the young and educated Muslims of
Jammu. 1

AhduWah^tish e-chanar. 67.
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Shafiq, Azad Kashmir: aik sayasi jaiza, 36.



*L.

Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah (who was the general secretary of Fateh-e-Kadal 

Organisation) became the president of the party *̂ ând Chauhdry Ghulam Abbas was its 

general secretaryi*^^This party was a purely Muslim organisation and its membership was 

opened only forjMuslims of the state. It worked on communal basis but the non- 

Muslims also benefited from its achievements like the formation of Legislative Assembly 

and freedom of press etc.^̂  ̂This communal nature had remained until 1936 when Sheikh 

Muhammad Abdullah converted this party into the National Conference. But still many 

youngrhan prese^ed on their old organisation and established its office in the house of 

Yousef Qureshi.*i^ In May 1940, other leaders like Chaudhry Gulam Abbas, A.R. Sagar

and Chaudhry Hameedullah Khan also joined this party and very next year Chaudhry 

Gulam Abbas was designated as president of the Muslim Conference and Yusef Qureshi 

became its general secretary. *^^Soon after the birth of Muslim Conference a rift 

developed within the leaders of Muslim organisations, like the National Conference of 

Sheikh Abdullah was propagated Hindu Muslim unity, however, Muslim Conference was 

only for Muslims.

Sardar Ibrahim had remained in the Kashmir government even before the emergence of 

Azad Jammu and Kashmir. Hence his political career can be divided into two parts, i.e.

pre-partition era and post-partition era. In pre-partition era of Kashmir, he served as a

prosecutor in the Dogra government and was promoted to the post of advocate general.

Abdullah, Atish-e-chanar,54-56.
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subsequently became the member of Kashmir Assembly on the ticket of Muslim 

Conference. The post-partition era can be categorised as president of Azad state and as a 

member of Azad i Kashmir Assembly. Though, he had served as opposition leader, this 

chapter will onlyfconcentrate on his services as a prosecutor, advocate general, assembly 

member and president of the state.

2.1: Pre-parti ion era:

Before the emergence of Azad Kashmir, when Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan returned

i • 160 from London after receiving his degrees of law and bar-at-law in the year 1941 the

stipulation of the state was not satisfactory. The masses were living an impoverished life,

and the organisations were running campaigns against their rulers.

On his return tofPoonch, he decided to go to Jammu for a goverrmient job, because no

other gentleman of Kashmir had the degrees of iaw and bar-at-law from London

University. He met all Muslim officials and they advised him to continue his struggle 
i

for government job.

At that time, Gopal Swami Anger was the prime minister of the s t a t e . W h e n  Sardar 

Ibrahim met the prime minister, he antagonistically told Sardar Ibrahim that his 

government was riot supposed to send him for higher education. In the second meeting.

Khan, Matah-e-zindgijS%. 
Ibid.
Ibid.,99.
Ibid.



he clearly said that no job was there in the state for Sardar Ibrahim till he was the prime

164minister of Kashmir.

Sardar Ibrahim had recently observed the revolutionary behaviours in the second 
i

World War during his stay in England, thus he could not bear the harsh attitude of Prime 

Minister Gopal Swami Anger. He left Srinagar in the last months of the year 1941.’̂  ̂ In 

the meanwhile, Raja Maharaj Singh replaced Gopal Swami Anger as the prime minister

of Kashmir. Sardar Ibrahim met him and he was astonished to hear that, there was no

job for him in t le state inspite of his higher education. After Raja Maharaj Singh’s

167resignation, Sard^ Ibrahim decided to start practice in Srinagar.

2.1.1: As a public prosecutor in Dogra Administration

In the meanwhile, Caylash Narain Hukser had become provisional prime minister

of the state. He called Sardar Ibrahim in his office and told him about the unoccupied job 

1in the government. Sardar Ibrahim accepted his offer on the advice of his friends and
4

 ̂ Iwas appointed in Mirpur. Soon he realised that to do job in Hindu dominated area was

not as that easy. They all were against him because he was a Muslim, but slowly and

steadily he overcame all opposition through his attitude of conciliation.^^® He raised his

Ibid., 100.
Ibid.
Ibid.,101.

'̂ Mbid.
Sardar Habib K hii, A story o f a 5«r^i7Mcri2/(Islamabad :Profile printers, n.d),329. 
Ibid. I
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i.s
status in the eyes of Hindus and Muslims and in the city of Mirpur because of his soft and

I

friendly behaviour.*^^

For the first time he said “Assalam-o-Aiaikum” to the Muslims because before this the 

government servants had no courage even to say these words to the Muslims. 'After 

sometime, he was transferred to Jammu where he lived a satisfactory life.

2.1.2: As an assistant advocate general in Dogra Administration

After one year stay in Jammu, he got promotion ^ d  became the assistant advocate 

general .Af ter  this honour, he often used to travel from Jammu and Srinagar to oversee 

the high court affairs as well.'^'^After assistant advocate general, he would become 

apparent to be advocate general and then to become a judge of high court was not much 

difficult for him as he had got the ta lent .Though he had an attractive government job, 

sometime Hindu officer’s biased attitude became unbearable for him. As a government 

servant when he pursued the Hindu-Muslim riot in a court he pushed his conscience back 

and that was like beating his self ego. So getting relieve of this stance was possible only

after leaving the government job.'^^ At last, he tendered his resignation to the Hindu 
i

prime minister. The prime minister was reluctant to accept it but Sardar Ibrahim forced 

him through intercession to accept his resignation. The people were surprised to hear

I
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about his resignation from this job, but his self-esteem gave him courage and he was 

satisfied. At that time, Muslim Conference’s leaders were in detention on allegation of

agitation against 

zeal.

2.1.3: As a mem

the government. He entered politics and devoted his life to it with full

)er of Kashmir Assembly

In the mid-1946, he resigned from the government job, and it was the time when 

the Muslim Conference had defrosted to some extent. Chaudhry Hameedullah and Mir 

Wiaz Yosuf had some differences with each others and it was impossible to reconcile 

them again. The Indian sub-continent was going to divide, and National Conference of 

Shiekh Abdullah had strengthened its position in the valley of Kashmir. The leaders of 

Muslim Conference had divided into two blocks so it was very hard for the Muslim

 ̂ 1 TOConference to hold a session even.

Soon after his resignation in 1946, he with the cooperation of Khan Muhammad Khan 

decided to register himself in 1946 elections.^^  ̂ The Muslim Conference gave him a 

ticket for constituency of Sudnuti and Bagh. He launched his campaign throughout the

area. Since he ihad no sufficient resources ’ to run election campaign, he contested

181elections with the help of Almight>' Allah and his sincere friends.

Interview with Sardar Khalid Ibrahim, 20 November 2009. And Khan, Mateh-e-zindgi,\ 11. 
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Prime Minister Ram Cliander Kok was a Hindu. He announced the election in the month 

of January when snow was falling all over the state of Kashmir .When Sardar Ibrahim 

proceeded towards his area, he even had not any idea about the response of the 

community because he was a new comer in politics and the area administration was

1 C'l __against him. Minister of Poonch (Behem Seen) made a plan to nominate his puppets 

and to make them successful in any case, either by rejecting the papers of Sardar Ibrahim 

or to adopt some idifferent strategies. *̂ "*They wanted to defeat the Muslim Conference at 

any cost, but luckily the circumstances changed and the National Conference had 

boycotted elect ions .Pr ime Minister Ram Chand Kok thought that, if all political 
]

parties boycotted the elections, then the elections of the assembly would look only a

deceit and thus he accepted his p a p e r s . O n  4th of January, the day of elections** ,̂ there

was a heavy sno\^all in the region but the people came to the polling stations to cast their

votes’ The Minister of Poonch Befiam Singh wanted to rig elections but he could not 
\

do this because Sardar Ibrahim and his companions had stamped on all ballot boxes thus 

he won the elections and elected as “chief whip” in Kashmir assembly under Dogra 

administration.^^^After that he went to Jammu and started his practice.

Interview with Sardar Mukhtayar Khan,08 Februray 2010. 
Khan ,Matah-e-zindgi,\ 13.
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I
jt

The first i session of the Assembly was held in March in which Sardar Ibrahim 
i

delivered a critical speech on budget. This was appreciated by the public and Prime
I

Minister Ram Chander Kok as well. Muslim community got spirit after his speech as it 

contained a positive and constructive criticism on the government.*^*

When the question of Muslim Conference’s leadership was raised in Kashmir

i  .Assembly, majority of the members of the Muslim Conference agreed on Sardar Ibrahim
I

instead of Chaudhry Hameedullah'^^despite the fact that Sardar Ibrahim was

inexperienced rnan in politics. He, however, refused to accept it because he wanted to

keep the Muslim Conference cohes iveand  because of lack of financial resources the 

1Muslim Conference was not in a position to be divided into different blocks. When the 

session ended, Sardar Ibrahim went to Poonch. There he was shocked to see the Dogra 

forces spread all around the region of Poonch.^^  ̂ The army treated ruthlessly the 

community. They even occupied the places where the young girls usually used to go to 

collect water. The Dogra army personnel starting using these places for taking bath. This
J

was especially intolerable for public and clashes started between public and the Dogra 

forces. *

This vicinity was politically organised and that’s why it was difficult for even an 

assembly member to control them. Sardar Ibrahim apprised the government about the

Ibid. ^
Ibid., 116. And Siiharwardy, Tragedy in Kashmir,\30.
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situation through letters, telegrams and even in meetings, but it was not interested in

^  197resolving the matter.

Sardar Ibrahim smelled the incoming dodgy situation of the state and realised that it was 

necessary to organise the community. He used to deliver speeches in the day time and at

 ̂ 198nights they organised the people to wage a Jihad against Dogra forces. He started

presenting his views openly in favour of Pakistan. He explained the geographical location

of Pakistan intelligently and started insurgence activities furtively. The government

wanted to arrest him but they failed to get any evidence of his rebellious activities and 
ii

they were helpless. After inculcating revolutionary ideas in the mind of public, he went to 

Srinagar.^^^ He was put under surveillance whereas other political leaders were sent to 

jail.^^^

The condition of Poonch had become more volatile and the Muslim Conference’s 

general council called a session. The Kok government started creating more troubles for

public. Almost 200 people reached Srinagar to join the session but because of the fear of
\

the government and National Conference, no one was willing to provide them a place for 

holding the session,̂ ®  ̂The Muslim Conference was under pressure from all sides as the 

press was also banned. They had lack of funds for sessions and meetings. Mir Waiz

Ibid. I
Interview with Sardar Mukhtar Khan,08 Febmrary 2010. 

’̂ ^Khan, Matah-e-zindgi, 124.
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Ibid. J
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Yosef Shah was

announcement o

also against them.^^^In this tense situation, Sardar Ibrahim allowed and 

invited them to His residence to hold the session.^°'’Chaudhry Hameedullah, the president 

of the Muslim Conference, presented the resolution in favour of independent Kashmir. 

This group wanted the independent Kashmir though they thought that after the 

the creation of Pakistan, it would be with Pakistan automatically while 

other people like Sardar Ibrahim and his companions was against this decision. They 

thought that it was like playing a game with Pakistan and the Muslim Conference was 

actually also against this plan. After a long discussion on July 19, 1947, the Muslim

Conference leaders agreed to pass a resolution in favour of Pakistan as the Muslim

(̂\fkConference was the representative of 80% of the Muslims living in the state. After the 
\

announcement of this resolution, the condition of Poonch went worst than bad. Sardar 

Ibrahim and others were under observation in Srinagar. Sardar Ibrahim was worried 

about the crucial condition of Poonch because he had promised the Poonchis to remain

with them in all circumstances. He wanted to go there to fulfill his promise.207

Ram Chander Kok was dismissed because he was accused of having soft comer

* • 208for Pakistan, and a Dogra army officer was appointed as the new prime mmister. 

Chaudhry Hameedullah and Sardar Ibrahim went to meet him but could not achieve their 

goal. They were completely disappointed with the attitude of the prime minister. Agha 

Shaukat Ali, the general secretary of the Muslim Conference, and Sardar Ibrahim
I

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.,123.And Abdul Mannan Ki\2L\\idi,Kashmir:A jro/y(Lahore:Abko publishers, 1970),115, 
Ibid. t
Syed Mahmoodt\zad,7flr/A/i-e-^oowc/?(Bagh; Maraf-e-Kashmir,1970),818-822.

208 Khzn,Matah-e-zindgi, 123.



discussed the whole matter with their companions at the residence of Dr. Muhammad Din 

Tasir in Srinagar.JThey. advised Sardar Ibrahim to leave Srinagar for Poonch to strengthen 

the movement there.^^
I

Next day, Sardar jlbrahim went to meet Agha Shoukat for next planning. He was told that 

Agha Shoukat Ali had been sent to jail again. He came back to his home as his little son 

Javeed was suffering from high fever.^^^He explained about his journey of Poonch to his 

wife, asked Dr, Noor Hussain to take care of his son and departed for Poonch.^’* Raja 

Hameed Khan ofMuzaffarabad arranged a vehicle for him and in early morning at about 

3 am, he left Srinagar. He reached Abbottabad ^without any untoward incident, as the 

Srinagar police came to know about his presence in Abbottabad when he sent a telegram

Ito his wife upon reaching there.^^^From Abbottabad, he advised his political agents 

secretly and told them that he had safely reached there to boost their morale. After that 

from Rawalpindi he called a meeting to let them know about the forthcoming danger, 

subsequently he went to Lahore to brief the newspaper owners about the condition of the

state.214

Pakistan itself was a newly-emerged country and facing the refugees’ problems with 

other issues. Sardar Ibrahim tried to meet Quaid-i-Azam but unfortunately he could not

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
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get access?Then he gathered Pakistan army soldiers and told them to go back to their 

homeland for starting revolt against the autocratic rulers.^He himself reached Murree to 

establish a headquarters there and started monitoring the activities in the state from 

there.^*  ̂ The government posted its army at the bank of River Jhelum from Mirpur to 

Sialkot.^’*

Sardar Ibrahim had no proper plans in his mind. Some of his friends decided to

fight the Dogra forces with arms under the leadership of Sardar Muhanmiad Ibrahim

Khan^^  ̂as they did not have other way except to revolt against Dogras.^^® They started to

collect arms and^ammunition^^* with the help of sincere friends and soon after that they 
1

opened a factory of local rifles in Kohala to fight Dogra forces.^^  ̂ They secretly sent 

rifles and other rnaterial to Poonch and Muzaffarabad through River Jhelum. They swam 

and crossed River Jhelum,^^^and gave instructions to the fighters. They had almost 

30,000 men ready with arms and ammunition. Although they were not professional^ "̂  ̂

soldiers but all civil and retired military officers were there for Jihad. They divided 

them into battalions and called them Azad army. In the meanwhile, the people of tribal

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan,A^ay/i/n/r ki jang-e-azadi{Ldhovt:Y>m Muhammdi press, 1966), 102- 
103.

Ibid.,85-87,
Sardar Aftab Hasrat, “Gazi-e-milat: Sardar Ibrahim Khan”(Islamabad: Nawa-i-waqat, 9 

November,2003),8. ^
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Ijaz Hussain, Kashmir dispute: An international law /jeroi’pec^/veCIslamabad: National Institute of 

Pakistan Studies, Quaid-i-Azam University,1998),106.
Ibid. I
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 ̂ 226 areas and the N.W.F.P. also provided arms and help. The tribesmen had taken great

intrest in and deeply concerned about the killing of Muslims in the Indian Dominion.

A.H.Suharwardyfwrote in his book that their Islamic fervour had been aroused and

political officers 

to the tribal terri

bund difficulty in curbind it. From the Muslims of Poonch ,who went to

ory to buy whatever arms they could, they beared tormenting tales of

crulity, oppression, loot, arson, rape and murder by Dogra Hindus,which further enraged

them.^^^In the month of October about 900 Masuds, the wildest tribe, started march for 
i

Kashmir in Trucks from Waziristan.Others from neighbouring tribal areas soon fallowed; 

Wazis, Daurs, BKittans, Turis, Mohammands, Afiidis, Swatis, Dhiries, from both sides of 

Durand line and even Suleman khail and Gilzis from Afghanistan.Some of the tribesmen, 

who could not find motor transport, started on foot, ferrying across the Indus on rafts or 

inflated cow-skins.^^* Sardar Ibrahim sent some companions to Srinagar to observe the 

They reported that they were ready for revolt but it was necessary to 

ime. Poonch had already prepared for revolt. All these preparations 

were carried secretly and people were ready to obey the order of Sardar Ibrahim. There 

was a complete peace before a storm in state of Kashmir.

On 6th October 1947, it was a small agitation in Bagh sector which alerted the 

Dogra forces.^^^On 22nd of October, the organized revolt started from Muzaffarabad and

conditions there, 

give them aid in

Shuja Pasha, Maha-e-Kashmir{LdhovQ: Sang-e-meal publishers, 1992),242. 
Suharwardy, Tragedy in Kashmir, 114.
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moved towards Srinagar. Revolt broke out in the areas of Ladakh and Giigit. The people 

of Poonch revolted in the first week of October.232

2.2: Post-partition era:

After clearing most of the areas of Kashmir, they decided to announce establishment of a 

new government, and this was the second phase of the political career of Sardar
I.

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan.

2.2.1: First tenure in government as the AJK president(1947-1949)

When most of. the area of the state got independence, a new government was

established under the leadership of Sardar Mohammad Ibrahim Khan on October 24,

1947, with its headquarters in Plandri.^^  ̂His cabinet consisted Syed Ali Ahmed Shah as

defence minister, Chaudhry Abdullah Khan Bahali as revenue minister, Khawaja Ghulam

Din Wani as home minister, Syed Nazir Hussain Shah as finance minister, Mir Waiz 
i

Muhammad Yusef Shah as education minister and Khawaja Sanaullah as civil supplies 

minister. Radio and newspapers announced this news with the statement that to abolish 

the Dogra government in the state of Jammu and Kashmir and the new government

Ibid. I
Khan, The Kashmir sa g a ,\\6 . And Chaudhry Sharif Tariq, Kashmir in jr/'awgw/a//o/3(Islamabad: 

Pictorial printers,1991),36. And Pakistan Times,25 October,1947.



would treat its public with courteously and would take care of minorities in the state. The 

Indian government was asked to accept this new govemment.^^"^

Maharaja Hari Singh fled from Srinagar and managed to make some secret deals 

with the Indian government. The secretary of Indian government reached Srinagar 

through aeroplane and signed an agreement with the aimexation of state with India. It was 

announced from New D e l h i . T h e  Pakistan government considered it a fraud and

236refused to accept this annexation.

On October 27, the Indian forces entered Srinagar by aeroplanes and fight started 

between the Indian forces and Azad forces in Baramola and Patten. The Indian forces

were defeated at very first stage and after this the fight spread all over the state.
It. C

Ladakh and Gilgit got total independence and later the two countries announced a 

ceasefire after the issue was presented before the UN Security Council,.

During the war, the relations between Pakistan and India got more strained. The 

situation was precarious and the Quaid-i-Azam ordered his forces to attack Jammu and 

Srinagar but hiŝ  members of the government did not agree with him. If at that time, they 

had obeyed the order of the Quaid-i-Azam, the situation of state would have been totally 

different.^^  ̂Af4r ceasefire, the azad forces stayed near Chanari and they are still there

Bilqees Taseer, The Kashmir o f  Sheikh Abdullah (Lahore: Feroz sons,1986),318. 
Ibid.

Khan, Kashmir ki jang~e-dz2i6\,\\9.
Ibid. I
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even today. In 1948, majority of the areas were snatched from the azad government, 

because of lack of amis and ammunition.^"*^

In January 1948, Sardar Ibrahim’s government established its headquarters in Jun

jail Hill near Plandri^'^^They had no offices to run the affairs of the government and no 
i

resources to maintain departments. However, within the short span of six months, all

departments were running properly because of their hard work, determination and 

sacrifices. In this regard Sardar Ibrahim had requested the public for financial help and 

he himself had traveled the whole Kashmir by foot instead of using government vehicle 

to save the expenditure of govenmient even for his official work.̂ "̂  ̂ Establishment of 

roads, supply of food items, recruitment of army,^"  ̂civil administration, maintenance of

245law and order in the state and refugees were the major problems for the government.

They had been facing many difficulties. Even there was no space for clerical staff

where they could start their work. They did have a single typewriter to carry on 
I

government work. Those clerks proved to be most spirited as without the hope of any

salary they tried their best to maintain the government record. 
1

246
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The condition of tlie state was too patlietic at that time but Sardar Ibrahim with the
r

help of his ministers, clerks, friends and pubUc tried his best to run the government 

affairs on constitutional bases. Only the spirit of Jihad to liberate their homeland* from 

cruel rulers drove them to do hard work. Because of their hard work and devotion, within 

six months police and judiciary departments started functioning properly. The 

government buih new buildings in May 1948. One high court was established in May 

1949. Dak system was introduced. All taxes were banned which were implemented under 

the Dogra Raj, and in early 1949, they started to construct roads '̂^̂  with the financial help 

of Pakistan. In April 1949, land revenues were incised by 50 per cent and some other 

taxes were discontinued. The country raised few agricultural products; its chief export

249was timer, the forests being owned by the government.

Sardar Ibrahim tried his best to facilitate the refugees who had migrated from India.

As a head of government, he provided them all available amenities of life. He'himself 
i

visited the refugees camp to solve their basic needs. Because of hard work and loyahies 

of his public, soon they were able to run the government affairs properly. After this he
J - 'i

went abroad to discuss the Kashmir affairs with different countries. On his return, other 

leaders hatched conspiracies against him. He was too young and only at the age of 32, he 

accepted the presidentship of the newly-emerged country at that time when other leaders 

refused to head the government because of their families, who remained in Srinagar. 

Sardar Ibrahim gave the first priority to his homeland, and when the administrative set up

f
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of the government started running smoothly, his opponents wanted to get p o w e r . I n  

March 1949, new ministers were appointed to please the other group^^’ but the 

circumstances got tense day by day because unity of the government had turned into 

disunity. When he returned from his foreign tour, he was constrained by Mushtaq Ahmad

IGormani (Minister of Kashmir Affairs) either to sun'ender or accept some conditions to

remain presiden . Sardar Ibrahim refused to accept their conditions. As a result, his

government ended.^^^Within 20 hours, the people revolted. It was at this time that Sardar 

tIbrahim realizedlthe love and affection of the masses for him. ^

]
2.2.2: Second tenure as the AJK president(1957-1959)

The people boycotted the civil administration units to protest against the

toppling of theUbrahim’s government in the year 1955. The whole structure of the

government gotMisturbed because of the civil disobedience movement. The people of

Kashmir were against the ministry of Kashmir affairs in Pakistan. Leaders of Azad

Kashmir blamed that the disturbance in Azad Kashmir was only because of the 
i

interference of ̂  the ministry of Kashmir affairs. They demanded to disband the 

ministry.^^"*Meanwhile, All Parties Kashmir Conference was held at Karachi in

November 1955̂  to reorganize the Kashmir issue.^^  ̂ In this Conference, Sardar Ibrahim

^^°Abbas i, Sasaseyat-e-Kashmir,19.
Khan, Matafi-e-zindgi, 152.
Shafiq, Azad Kashmir: aik sayasi ja iza ,\91 .
Ibid., 198. I
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called for abolishing the ministry of Kashmir affairs.^^  ̂ Chaudhry Muhammad Ali
I

promised to abolish the ministry but later refused to do so. Sardar Ibrahim boycotted the 

All Parties Kashmir Conference.^^^ In the meantime, A.H. Suharwardy replaced 

Chaudhry Muhammad Ali and in Azad Kashmir, the Muslim Conference nominated 

Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan as president of the state. Though, the Pakistan government 

did not like this, the new cabinet was established. After some months, the Pakistan 

government offered Sardar Ibrahim to head the government but he refused. Later, the 

Azad Kashmir government committed some mistakes which were intolerable for the 

Pakistan government and according to Sardar Ibrahim’s ‘Matah-e-zindgi,’ Iskander Mirza 

offered him to take the office otherwise he would make someone else as president of 

Azad Kashmir.

On the advice of some friends, he accepted the offer and became the president of Azad
I

Kashmir second time on April 13, 1957 but he formed his cabinet after 16 months in July

1958. Pir Ali Jan Shah, Hakim Molvi Muhammad Hussain, Raja Abdul Hameed'and

Khawaja Ghulam Din Wani were included in his c ab i ne t .H e  remained the president of

Muslim Conference as well. By that time, the Kashmir Liberation Movement had started 
i
i ‘ • 261 in Azad Kashmir by Qayum group but this movement failed to achieve its goals.
I

During his second tenure, he faced a difficult situation at the time of launching of Mangla 

Dam project is the people of Mirpur were against this project. Sardar Ibrahim met the

Syed Mahmood Azad, Hiyat-e-quaid-e-Kashmir(K?ma\pmdi: Book centre, 1992),82-84. 
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\
leaders of Pakistan, discussed the benefits of this project with them and later visited the 

affected area to convince the people. He apprised them about the benefits of this project 

and managed to convince them to accept the proposal of Mangla dam^^^and tried to make 

projects to resettle theni.^^

In the mid-1959, secretary of ministry of Kashmir affairs made a phone call to Sardar 

Ibrahim that President Ayub Khan was not happy with him so he should resign. Sardar 

Ibrahim wanted to meet the president to know the fact but failed to get access. He was

* 265forced to resign and K. H. Khurshid was nominated as president.

Sardar Ibrahim was arrested on November 13, 1959 from his residence in 

Rawalpindi on a*charge of hatching a conspiracy against the martial law government and 

was sent to jail. |He appealed in court against this injustice. All civil and military courts 

gave their decision against his detention and he was released after 28 days. He then 

resigned as the president of the Muslim Conference too.^̂ ^

2.2.3: Third tenure as the AJK president(1975 -  1978)

It was decided to hold the presidential elections in Azad Kashmir in 1970. Sardar 

Ibrahim participated from the platform of Azad Muslim Conference, Sardar Qayum from 

the Muslim Conference, K.H. Khurshid from Libration League and Chaudhry Tariq as

Khan, Gaz!-e-milat.\6S.
Sardar Ibrahim’s'personal dairy,1957.
Abbasi, sayaseyat-e-Kashmir,\55. And Ershad Mehmood, “Status o f AJK in political milieu” Policy 

Perspectives, Islamabad: Institute of policy studies, volume 3 number 2, July-December,2006),109. 
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independent candidate. The polling was held on October 30, 1970 and Sardar Qayuni 

won the election. Sardar Ibrahim accepted his victory and extended his full cooperation. 

Later, he again|oined the Muslim Conference and was nominated as its president. In 

1975, the Azad^ Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly launched a disobedience 

movement against Sardar Abdu! Qayum. Speaker Assembly Manzar Masud took charge

as provisional president.267

In 1975, on thefdesire of Pakistan’s Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, Sardar Ibrahim

agreed to cooperate with People’s Party in Azad Kashmir. Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan 
I

and his political agents did not agree to him. Thus the Muslim Conference once again 

divided into two groups. Sardar Ibrahim was pitted against Abdul Qayum as a candidate 

of a four-party- alliance.^^^Sardar Abdul Qayum boycotted the elections and Sardar 

Ibrahim won the election with heavy margin.^^^

Sardar Ibrahim took the oath as constitutional president of Azad Kashmir on May 29, 

1975. This was his third time in the presidency. Sardar Qayum became the prime minister
j

of Azad Kashniir.^^^This was for the first time, that a parliamentary system of 

government was established in Azad Kashmir.^’* Though Sardar Ibrahim won the
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Ibid.

^̂ Îbid.
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elections with the collaboration of the Muslim Conference, he joined Azad Kashmir 
i

People’s Party.

1

!
On July 5, 1977, martial law was imposed in Pakistan. The politics in Pakistan

Ialways affects the Azad Kashmir government. Therefore, with the suggestions of political 

parties of Azad Kashmir, and on the advice of the chief martial law administrator, Azad 

Jammu Kashmir Council and Legislative Assembly were dissolved. Genera! Muhammad

Zia-ul-Haq and 

Ibrahim would

other leaders of Azad Kashmir political parties decided that Sardar

remain president till the new elections were held.^^^Rest of the

government structure was abolished. Thus Sardar Ibrahim remained president till October

197g 274 beginning, Major-General Abdul Rehman worked with him as a chief

executive and later on this post was given to Brig. Mohammad Hayat Khan. After that 

Brig. Hayat ruled Azad Kashmir for almost five years.

1

In 1986, Benazir Bhutto nominated Sardar Ibrahim as president of Azad Kashmir
I

People’s Party. He reorganized the party and strengthened it.̂ ^̂  In 1990, he was elected 

as member of Legislative Assembly, It was obvious that he would be the prime minister 

of Azad Kashmir but Benazir Bhutto selected Raja Mumtaz Hussain Rathore instead of 

Sardar Muhamrnad Ibrahim Khan. This made him angry and he decided to make a

272 Shabnum and Sz2ibra,Tarikh~e~Kashmir:1947 (a /7all,206. 
Ibid.( See also the Appendix no 6).
Khan, Gazi-e-milat,\69.
Shabnum and Saabra, Tarikh-e-Kashmir: 1947 tahd\\,2^1.



276Kashmir People’s Party.

2.2. 4: Fourth tenure in as the AJK president (1996 -  2001)

The Azad Kashmir People’s Party won the elections in 1996 and Sardar Ibrahim 

once again became the AJK president on August 25. Despite his old age, he was never 

looked tired. He worked hard to prove that the decision of 1947 was not wrong. He asked 

the people in a press conference to work hard with mutual understanding and cooperation 

like 1947 when everyone helped them a lot.‘^̂  In his last tenure as the president, he said it 

was not difficult for him to establish the government and that he would go abroad to 

resolve the Kaslimir issue.^^^He said in a press conference that to resolve the Kashmir 

issue in accordance with the desire of Kashmiris, construction of roads and democratic 

type of government would be their priorities.^^^He had a wish to liberate Kashmir from 

India as once he said Muzaffarabad was not their destination. They would establish their 

offices in Srinagar. Throughout his stay at the presidency, he tried to resolve the Kashmir

issue.280
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Sardar Ibrahim-had a desire to give representation to Northern Areas in the AJK 

Legislative Assembly. . He remained president till'2001.This was the first time when 

People’s Party had inclusive his tenure in the history of Kashmir as president and prime

282minister had mutual cooperation thus this term was actually a peaceful era.

2.2.5: As a member of x\JK Legislative Assembly

Sardar Ibrahim became a member of the legislative assembly three times. In 1975,

he won the election for the first time and at that time he was the president of Muslim

Conference (Ibrahim group), but he did not take oath of MLA as he became the president 
i

of Azad Jammu and Kashmir?^^ In 1990, he was the president of People’s Party and won 
i

the seat from Hajira. In 1996, he again won the elections on the ticket of Jammu and
I

Kashmir People s Party, but again did not take oath and was elected as president of Azad

Kashmir.284
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CHAPTER NO: 3 

S A ^ A R  MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM KHAN IN
‘ i

OPPOSITION

Both the,treasury and the opposition are integral parts of any government. When 

one poHtical party gets power, the other plays the role of an opposition. Sardar 

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan remained in politics of Kashmir nearly 60 years. Though, he
V . i '

achieved the power in government but for larger part of his political career he played his 

role as an opposition leader.

3.1; First tenure of Sardar Ibrahim in opposition (1950-1956)

When in 1949, Sardar Ibrahim had gone to the US to attend the UN Security Council

■€ 285 
session, a meeting of the Muslim Conference’s general council was held, and Sardar

I
Ibrahim was not informed about it by any one. It was decided in the meeting to dismiss 

Sardar Ibrahim from presidentship.Actually when Chaudhry Gulam Abbas came to 

1

Shafiq, AzadKashmir: aiksayasijaiza,\96. 
'*Mbid.,197.



Pakistan after his release from jail, he was given the name supreme head of Azad

Kashmir goveniment. Ministry of Kashmir Affairs, which was established in March 
i

2871949, played an^important role to swell the rift between the leaders of the state. Sardar 

Ibrahim thought that there was interfering in his work whereas Gulam Abbas was 

thinking that there was no importance of the Muslim Conference for Sardar Ibrahim.

As a result of these conspiracies, Sardar Ibrahim had to resign as the president." One 

can examine differences between Sardar Ibrahim and Gulam Abbas with the statement of 

Akhter Masud Wani. In an interview, he said they had started avoiding social gatherings

290whenever they came to know that the other would be present in that gathering.

The new cabinet consisted of Col. Syed Ali Ahmed Shah as president, Khawaja

Sanaullah Shamim as a minister for development, Syed Nazir Hussain Shah as minister

for finance and forest and Col. Sher Ahmed Khan, minister for defence, education and

health.^^  ̂ Sardar Ibrahim said it clearly that he didn’t have any information about this 
1

change in Azad Kashmir government. Furthermore, first time in public he had admitted
J

the differences 'between Gulam Abbas and himself and presented his views that this

change was also the result of that tussle.^^  ̂ Although, formally they offered Sardar 
1

Ibrahim the designation of presidentship again but he refused to become the president of

Khan, Gazi-e-milat,\36.
*̂Mbid.l36. I

Shafiq, AzadKashmiriaik sayasi jaiza^\96
Interview with Ahter Masud Wani,(Information officer of all Jammu Kashmir Muslim Conference and 

the editor of weekly Kasheer)dated, 30 May 2010, Rawalpindi. Tape recording. Masud Wani’s house was 
always used for political gathering as his father Abdus Samad Wani was prominent leader in Kashmiri 
politics.
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the cabinet that fhad been chosen by Gulam Abbas?^^ Basically Sardar Ibrahim had

gained fame suddenly and wanted to rule without any partnership.Sardar Ibrahim in a

statement on Febmary 23, 1949 said some people were spreading reports that there were 

differences between the Jammu Kashmir Muslim Conference and the Azad Kashmir

government. He said the Muslim Conference was the parent party and the Azad Kashmir 

government was just like its institution and there were no differences between them as the

Muslim Conference was the only representative party of the Muslims of the state and the 

Quaid-i-Milat was the only leader.^^^Hence with the nomination of Ali Ahmed Shah, the 

rift between the two Muslim Conference leaders became visible. Furthermore, President

Ali Ahmed Shah’s cabinet member Col. Sher Ahmed Khan tendered his resignation
i-.

I
under the pressure of his tribe and on June 5, 1950 he gave the reasons of his resignation 

that the present cabinet was not able to take public into confidence, therefore, it was 

better for him to resign from this govemment^^^.

In mid-1950, the condition of the state launched agitation because of the political 

splits.^^  ̂An open revolt, had started within 24 hours soon after the resignation of Sardar

Ibrahim in Plandri and other parts of Poonch District. The prominent leaders of Azadi

Jammu and Kashmir like Sardar Abdul Qayum had the opinion that Sardar Ibrahim’s
i

representatives had been misguiding the people by telling that the government had been

""Mbid.,198.
Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan, Rahis-ur-ehrar: Chaudhry Gulam Abbas (Lahore: Nayaz Jahangir printers, 

2010), 62. \
Basheer Ahmed Qureshi, Quaid-e-Kashmir (Dachapaazay, 1985),94.
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opposition.^^® ¥

dislodged from power and it was a good time to speak up for the rights of the Suduns.^^  ̂

Sardar Ibrahim ̂ id  not gear up the public for this protest against the government, as 

stated by SardaJlbrahirn himself in an interview to Radio Muzaffarabad.^^^ Later, when 

the condition of the government became worst, he with the suggestion of Mushtaq 

Ahmed Gormani turned this shakeup in the political movement and became the leader of 

e and his followers confessed that it was a conspiracy against his 

government which was created by the government of Pakistan seeing that the officials of 

Pakistan too were jealous because of his international fame as he was the youngest man 

and had become the hero of the movement.^^  ̂ It was a fact that the consent of the state of j 
i

Kashmir to Pakistan was essential for Pakistan even, because of water problem, if

I.Pakistan had no control on the rivers in Kashmir; it would be always like a threat to 

Pakistan. However, this agitation was not against Pakistan but only flanking to the 

changing of Azad Kashmir government. On May 8,1951 Ibrahim’s group met Mr. 

Gormani, the minister for Kashmir affairs and requested him to do something for the
I

condition of Azad Kashmir but in vain. Thus on June 1951, the Muslim Conference 

(Ibrahim group) decided to set up a parallel government and established its offices in 

Poonch.^^^

This agitation continued for almost 17 months. A large-scale political disaster had been 

created in the state, all departments of the government had boycotted, including the

Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan, The Kashmir cfl5e(Rawalpindi: Sigma press, 1993),26.
Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, Interview to the radio Muzaffarabad, Available in audio cassettes, 

FM library Rawalakot, 1-7-1989.
Y^znM atah-e-nndgi,\65.
Ibid.,147. I
Ahmed, Tarikh-e-sudnuti, 104.



police and judiciary. The public was in the hands of Sardar Ibrahim and his companions 

and they even refused to pay taxes to the govemment,^^^ Because of civil disobedient 

movement in tehsils of Plandri and Rawalakot, the government seemed helpless. They 

called army from Pakistan to control the public and a fight started between Sudun tribe 

and armed forces which created great trouble in the state.^^  ̂Sardar Ibrahim’s companions 

termed this agitation a democratic struggle and the basic demand was to give the right of 

self-determination to the people of Kashmir.^^  ̂Though, this movement had started from 

Poonch, all prominent people joined it like Raja Haider Khan from Muzaffarabad,

Chaudhry Noor Hussain from Mirpur and Col. Rehmat Khan from Poonch. When Col.Ali 
i

Ahmed Shah fai ed to control the s i tuat ion,an adhoc committee was established with 

the help of the ministry of Kashmir affairs and the Muslim Conference.Mir  Waiz 

Muhammad Yusef Shah was its president and Mir Abdul Aziz became its secretary.

In these crucial conditions, Liaquat Ali Khan decided to visit Kashmir and after a 

stopover in Rawalpindi to solve this issue but unfortunately he was assassinated in 

Rawalpindi After one month of his murder, the government was dissolved and a new 

interim government was established.^'^ It was also acknowledged that the next 

government would be on the wishes of public of Azad Kashmir. Thus Muslim 

Conference’s elections were held and after the struggle of six months, general council

Syed Mahmood Azad, Tarik-e-azadi Kashmir k bani gazi-e-Kashmir: Sardar Fateh Muhammad Khan 
/Cara/v/(Rawalpindi: S.T.printers, 1996), 161.

Shafiq, Azad Kashmir:aik sayasi jaiza,2 \ 1.
Khan,Goz/-e-w//a/,143.
Ibid.,142. I
Shafiq, Azad Kashmir: aik sayasi Jaiza,2 \ 1.
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nominated the president, but the ministry of Kashmir affairs in the government of

Pakistan refused to accept these elections and a new type of government had been 

established, whilh had not any relation with the Muslim Conference even, although it 

was a big defeatLf democratic elements, but it was the triumph of some officials.^* ̂  After 

that the Muslim Conference worked for almost four years as opposition against this

government, but no one had the courage to commence a political movement.^‘̂ Sardar 

Ibrahim, who had been dismissed from power, had appreciated the set up of Muslim

Conference’s elections and the appointment of Mir Wiaz Muhammad Yusef Shah. He
i

also emphasized the arrangement of elections at district and tehsil level.^*  ̂ For the 

preparation of general council’s elections, he started meeting people through meetings 

and debates. The Sudun tribe was already with him but he gained sympathies of other 

people too. Thus on May 18, 1952 general council’s session was held in which Sardar 

Ibrahim was nominated as president of the council and Qureshi Muhammad Yusef as 

general secretary. Moreover, the general council nominated Raja Muhammad Haider 

Khan as president of Azad Jammu and Kashmir.^

]  . .

On May 16-18, 1952, a session of the Muslim Conference was held in Muzaffarabad, and 

the representatives of all areas were present there, but still this session was incomplete

because Chaud iry Gulam Abbas group did not join it as they earlier had armounced

Ibid.,168.
Ibid.
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quitting politics. It looked like a one man show of opposition because majority of them

were from Ibrahim group. 315

I
In the meanwhile Gulam Abbas’s companions arr^ged a session in Rawalpindi and 

requested Gulara Abbas to return to politics. He accepted their offer next year. In 1952,

the minister of Cashmir affairs Dr. Mehmood Hussain went to Murree with the aim to

establish a strong government in Azad Kashmir after solving the problems of political 

rudiments.

An important member of the Sardar Ibrahim group Col. Ali Ahmed Khan agreed for the 

presidentship and Chaudhry Noor Hussain agreed to accept ministry even without the 

consultation of^his g r o u p O t h e r  three members i.e. Chaudhry Hameedullah Klian, 
}

Sardar Abdul Qayum and Pir Ziauddin Indrabi were taken from Abbas group and a 

coalition government was established.^^^ Mir Wiaz Yusef Shah was also satisfied as they 

had been appointed as minister of Kashmir affairs. Although the new government was a 

coalition no one accredited it as their own government. The Ibrahim group had opinion 

that it was a result of a plan of the ministry of Kashmir affairs. But in fact this 

government had their loyalties with Abbas group because majority of the members were 

from that groups Now in March 1953, Chaudhry Gulam Abbas announced his re-entry in 

politics.^^^

Ibid.,216. .
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On September ^21, 1953, the Ibrahim group arranged a symposium of the MusUm 

Conference in Rawalpindi in which Sardar Ibrahim stressed the need to resolve the 

Kashmir issue according to the resolutions of the United Nations and demanded the 

structure of the Azad Kashmir govemment.^^^Col. Sher Ahmed Khan was also from the 

Sudun tribe, and for this reason he was nominated as president but the Sudun tribe 

refused to accept the leadership of anyone else as a substitute of Sardar Ibrahim.^^*

I
On February 18, 1955, police attacked a mosque in Plandri to arrest a rebel Sudun Sardar 

Sher Dil Khan,^but serious clash broke out among public and police. After two days, a
I

massacre took place in village “Baral.” As a result, the people attacked Plandri jail and

incarcerated all district officers. After that all prominent personalities were arrested and

the Sudun tribe!established a parallel govemment.^^^ This agitation continued for several

months.323

,1
Martial law was imposed in district Poonch and heavy police contingents were 

called in from Punjab to control the situation. Almost 100 houses were demolished while 

many people were injured by the shelling. Old cases once were again reopened and many 

people were sent to prison. The Muslim Conference sent a memorandum to Pakistan’s 

National Assembly and demanded that the police should be called back and investigation 

commission should be appointed to examine the matters which took place in district

320
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r

Poonch.^ '̂  ̂ Col Sher Ahmad's government appointed a commission to investigate the 

whole matter blit later Col. Sher Ahmad withdrew all the cases even without consulting 

ministry of Kashmir affairs?^^

At the same time, an all parties Kashmir Conference was held. Sardar Ibrahim wanted to

present the issue of Poonch in this Conference but Muhammad Ali Bogra requested him

that it would be not good for Pakistan’s reputation. Thus Sardar Ibrahim ignored this

matter and demanded that ali agitation and disturbance was only because of ministry of 
i

Kashmir affairs’so it should be abolished. First, Muhammad Ali agreed but later he did

326not show any interest in this matter thus Sardar Ibrahim boycotted the conference. 
1

In 1956, a new coalition was made in the politics of Azad Jammu and Kashmir. Sardar 

Ibrahim served'as president of Azad Kashmir in 1957 and Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan

I  "7 "^*19became the prime minister till 1959. In 1958, martial law was imposed in Pakistan.

President Ayub Khan was not happy with Sardar Ibrahim. Sardar Ibrahim has written in 
1

his book that President Ayub was angry because of two reasons i.e. Sardar Ibrahim was 
i

not present in the meeting of “Anjuman-e-Hamayat-e-Islam” of which he was president, 

although it waŝ  not so much important for Sardar Ibrahim as he thought but President 

Ayub had made it an issue when he saw empty chair on the stage. The other reason was
I

the late arrival of Sardar Ibrahim at the airport, when President Ayub Khan was leaving

325
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Rawalpindi, After that Sardar Ibrahim tried to meet President Ayub but unfortunately he 

could not do so. These were not important issues but they became the basis of the 

conflict.̂ ^̂  ^

3.2: Second tenure in opposition (1958)

f
In 1957-58, a movement with the name of Kashmir Liberation Movement (KLM) 

was started by the Muslim Conference (Gulam Abbas group). At that time, Sardar 

Ibrahim was president of Azad Kashmir, The relations between Chaudhry Gulam Abbas 

and Sardar Ibrahim were not good. Thus Sardar Ibrahim thought that this movement had 

been launched against his govemment.^^^He gave a statement that this movement was not 

against India and it was limited to Muzaffarabad and Chanari But the Gulam Abbas 

group said the ^main aim of this movement was to cross ceasefire line to liberate 

Kashmir. Sardar Ibrahim did not support this movement and later it failed to achieve its 

goal.''^ j

In 1962, elections were held on the basis of basic democracy. Sardar Ibrahim nominated

Pir Sahib as his party’s candidate. Sardar Abdul Qayum and K.H. Khurshid were also the
1

candidates. K.H.I Khurshid won the elections.^ '̂^In this election, the Muslim Conference’s 

two candidates had failed and after the election once again Sardar Ibrahim and Chaudhry

Ibid., 186.
Ibid.,247.
Abdus Samad Wani Kashmir Liberation M)veAHenr. AZA/(Rawa!pindi:Pervaiz brothers, 1960), 144. 
Unpublished work of Ahter Wani, Kashmir ki kahani.And Abbasi, Sasaseyat-e-Kashmir,l49-\52.
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Gulam Abbas made convergence as a result Sardar Ibrahim separated himself from Azad 

Kashmir’s politics for some time.^^^

I
3.3: Third tenure in opposition (1960-1966)

Sardar Ibrahim went to Lahore and started practice in high court in 1960. At that 

time, Chaudhry Muhammad Ali’s Nafaz-e-Islam Party was in opposition in Pakistan and 

Sardar Ibrahim yoined, it.^^^He supported Fatima Jinnah in the 1964 elections against 

President Ayub Khan. Sardar Ibrahim was actually in favour of democratic government 

and, therefore, he supported Miss Fatima Jinnah."*̂ ^

Sardar Ibrahim 

convention with'

remained in opposition during his stay in Lahore and arranged a 

the name of People’s Convention in Faisalabad with the cooperation of 

Sheikh Rasheed, Mumtaz Rana and Rao Khurshid, who were known as leftists in 

Pakistani politic. Later, Rao Khurshid, Sheikh Rasheed and Mumtaz Rana joined the 

party of Zulfiqar Aii Bhutto.^^^

3.4: Fourth tenure in opposition:(1966-1974)

In 1966f he re-entered Azad Kashmir politics and established Azad Muslim 

Conference. At that time, Raja Hameed Khan was president of Azad Kashmir. At that

K h a n , 147.
Interview with Sardar Khalid Ibrahim, 15 April 2010. And interview with Ersahad Mehmood, dated, 05 

May 2010.
Ibid.
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time three major political parties of Azad Kashmir tried to get united. K.H. Khurshid, 

Sardar Abdul Qayum and Sardar Ibrahim made a union against the government of Raja 

Hameed Khan. They demanded elections in Azad Kashmir in a session which was held 

1970.^^^Same movement had been launched in Pakistan and Generalon January 23,

340Rehman had been nominated as interim president in the state of Azad Kashmir.

In 1970, because of the struggle of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan and other prominent

leaders, Azad Kashmir got constitution under which an assembly was established which

consisted 25 members having full authorities. '̂^’ln the year 1970, he participated in 
i

presidential elections but unfortunately could not win and Sardar Abdul Qayum became 

the president till 1975 on the result of adult franchise elections. "̂̂ ^

After getting the office Sardar Abdul Qayum requested Sardar Ibrahim to rejoin the

Muslim Conference and he accepted this request and returned to the Muslim Conference

but later in i974, the act of 1970 was replaced with a new act, in which parliamentary

system was established instead of presidential system. After the implementation of this

act, a disobedience movement was launched against Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan and later

Sheikh Manzar Masud became the interim president of Azad Kashmir government who

held the elections in three months in which Sardar Ibrahim participated against Sardar

Abdul Qayum and won the election on adult franchise b a s i s . T h u s  Abdul Hameed 
\I

Khan took the oath as prime minister of Azad Kashmir on 5 July 1975. This was the first

time parliamentary type of government was established in Azad Kashmir. At the same 
1

Personal dairy o f Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan o f the year 1969. 
Interview with Sardar Khalid Ibrahim ,15 April 2010.
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time Sardar Ibrahim was selected as an MLA but he took the oath of president of Azad 

Kashmir government.

In 1977, martial|law was imposed in Pakistan and Gen Zia ul Haq became the martial law 

administrator. He promised that he would arrange elections within three months but later 

on he did not |fulfill his promise and forced Sardar Ibrahim either to accept their 

conditions and remain president of Azad Kashmir or resign. Sardar Ibrahim did not 

accept their conditions and as a result he was ousted from the government on 8 October 

1978 and Major General Hayat Khan was installed as the president of Azad Kashmir.̂ "*̂  

Actually Ziaul Haq had no right to depose him as a martial law administrator. Sardar 

Ibrahim filed an appeal in court and later on all courts gave their decisions against this

step of Ziaul Haq.347

In the year 198 , Sardar Ibrahim was arrested for third time because he was accused of

hatching conspiracies against the government 348

3.5: Fifth tenure in opposition (1982-1995)

Meanwhile, General Rehman replaced Brig. Hayat. People’s Party had launched MRD in 

Pakistan against the Zia government. On the call of People’s Party, Sardar Ibrahim 

decided to start a long march from Rawalakot to Islamabad in 1983.̂ "*̂  He gave the 

statement that this long march would be joined by MRD workers from all over the

345
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country and would be started at any cost, however would try to avoid direct clash with 

the authorities.^^^They started the long march using vehicles to reach Islamabad if police

continued to obstruct it. Originally it had planned to reach Islamabad in seven 

days.^^^Sardar Ibrahim remained in opposition and announced to lead this long march but 

was arrested on the way and was sent to jail^^  ̂ in Lohar Gali Rest House in 

Muzaffarabad.^VAfter getting released from the jail, he actively participated in the

political affairs in Azad Kashmir from the platform of People’s Party Azad Kashmir

354Wing, and boycotted the elections of 1985*

In 1986, he first time became the president of People’s Party Azad Kashmir Wing
I

and tried to prepare himself for next elections.^^  ̂TTien in the year 1990, he was elected 
1

on the ticket of People’s Party and it seemed that he would be the next prime minister of

Azad Kashmir )ut Benazir Bhutto nominated Mumtaz Hussain as prime minister thus

Sardar Ibrahim was enraged by this step and left People’s Party. Then he established his

own Azad Kashmir People’s Party but later merged it with People’s Party.356
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CHAPTER NO: 4

SARDAR MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM KHAN: NATIONAL,

REGIONA AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

Sardar Ibrahim played an important role in national, regional and international
I

politics. He had’close relations with the politicians of Pakistan, Sardar Ibrahim was keen 

observer of politics; even he scrutinized the politics of Hindu and Congress. In his 

opinion there were some unforgettable mistakes committed by Congress which led to the 

creation of Pakistan. Although, Congress was a leading party having prudent and mature 

leaders, but these mistakes during its power from 1937 to 1939 paved the way for the 

partition of the country.

4.1; National Politics

When Pakistan got independence, Sardar Ibrahim and his companions decided to 

join Pakistan. After a long struggle, Azad Kashmir government came into being under the



I
leadership of Sardar Ibrahim. He made an appeal to India to accept this new

357 *government. It seemed that he wanted to make good relations with India.

Sardar Ibrahim acknowledged that Quaid-i-Azam was a great leader who 

achieved Pakist^ through his determination and wisdom. Soon after the birth of Azad

.  IKashmir government in 1947, he had started his work as president of Azad Kashmir. He 

made visits to seek help from Pakistan the same year ^̂ f̂or the war of liberation of 

Kashmir but unfortunately he could not get access to the leaders of Pakistan. He tried 

hard to meet Quaid-i-Azam through Mian Ameer-ud-Din and Raja Ghazanfer Ali Khan 

but could not gk access.^^  ̂Though he was disappointed by the behaviour of Pakistani 

politicians, he never harboured grudge against them in his heart.^^^The ministry of

iKashmir affairs had been established to serve as a tool between Azad Kashmir

government and the government of Pakistan.^^  ̂All instructions of Security Council were

given to the Azad Kashmir government through this ministry.362

4.1.1: Karachi agreement on Northern Areas issue (1949)

1
Pakistan was an important party on the Kashmir issue and because of its geographical, 

I
political and ideological relations with the state, it was necessary to reorganize its

I
relations with Kashmir as with the passage of time some confusion arose between

Khan, Matah-e-zindgi,\31.
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Kashmir and Pakistan.^^^ In fact in the year 1949, the cleft between two top leaders 

Chaudhry Gulam Abbas and Sardar Ibrahim was open and this was the first bungle 

stanched by Muslim Conference workers whose differences paved the ways for the
I

Ministry of Kashmir Affairs to easily bring the area of Gilgit-Baltistan under their 

control. Mushtaq Ahmed Gormani was of the opinion that without the active help of 

Pakistani government it would not be possible for Azad Kashmir government to have 

efficient control'of Northern Areas where proper administration was necessary to control

the interference of groups.^^ Thus after ceasefire they decided to sign an agreement to

overcome this situation.^^^

On April 28, 1949,^^^ministry of Kashmir affairs under the government of 

Pakistan, Azad ̂ Kashmir government and All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference 

signed an agreement which was called ‘Karachi Agreement’ Mushtaq Ahmed 

Gormani as minister of Kashmir affairs, Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan as president of 

Azad Kashmir government and Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas as president of Mushm 

Conference signed this agreement, ^^^According to this agreement, defence, dialogue 

with the United Nation Commission for India and Pakistan, foreign policy of Azad 

Kashmir, exposure in Pakistan and foreign countries, organization of planning for reUef 

and rehabilitations of refugees, coordination of publicity and all arrangements in

363 Ibid. I
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connection with the plebiscite, all activities within Pakistan itself with regard to Kashmir 

like procurement of food and civil supplies, transport, running of refugee camps, medical
I

arrangements etc. and all affairs of Giigit and Ladakh areas under the political agent of

369Giigit were given to the government of Pakistan.

4.L2: Sardar Ibrahim and elections in East Pakistan (1954)

After 1950 although the politics of Pakistan had faced many crises but time and
'i

again Sardar Ibrahim had participated in Pakistani politics. Once when Muhammad Ali

Bogra became the prime minister of Pakistan, Sardar Ibrahim went to East Pakistan on

his behalf and delivered speeches during the election campaign in 1954. Although later

on he himself said that he should have not been the member of any party. Muslim 

tConference and;Muslim League had terms for long time but due to Kashmir’s politics 

and condition he should not have done this but during his visit to East Pakistan he learnt 

more things from the leaders of East Pakistan as the public was poor but they were more 

aware of politics. They were biased towards their province and had more emotions for
I

their region. It is a fact the Muslim League was not much popular in East Pakistan so 

Bogra got a bad defeat there. All local officers were against Muslim League and the

conditions of the centre had deteriorated after the defeat of Muslim League.371
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During the years 1950-1955, agitation started in Azad Kashmir and some 

Kashmiri writers agreed that this was the diplomatic scheme of the government of 

Pakistan for grabbing power but Sardar Ibrahim could not give his views against the 

government of Pakistan. Instead he said this was only because of changing of government 

in the state of Azad Kashmir.^^^

4.1.3: Sardar Ibrahim and Kashmir Liberation Movement(1958)

In 1958, a movement with the name of Kashmir Liberation Movement (KLM) was 

launched in Azad Kashmir on behalf of Sikander Mirza.^^  ̂ In this movement, all 

prominent leaders of the Muslim Conference decided to hold a long march and to cross 

the ceasefire line for the liberation of Kashmir, but this movement unfortunately failed. 

Sardar Ibrahim was the president of Azad Kashmir at that time.^^  ̂He gave the statement 

that the movement was actually the conspiracy of leaders of Pakistan with mutual

* 7̂7understanding of supreme head of the Muslim Conference Chaudhry Gulam Abbas as 

ithey wanted to cross the ceasefire line to solve the Kashmir issue but in the opinion of 

i . .Sardar Ibrahim, the main aim of this movement was to get power in Azad Kashmir and to 

dismiss him from the office with other political motives.
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According to Mirza Shaflq, this statement of Sardar Ibrahim seemed to be correct to
I

some extent as Rao Abdul Rasheed was the Inspector General in Azad Kashmir police at 

the time of this movement. He said this movement was actually the scheme of 

Sikander Mirza

J
the president of Pakistan, General Muhammad Ayub Khan, Chaudhry

^ T01
Gulam Abbas and the secretary to the president of Pakistan Qudrutullah Shahab. He

had the opinion that Sikander Mirza had revolted against the central government before

in 1956 through Khan of Qalat but after its failure he turned towards Azad Kashmir and

planned that through the KLM. The condition of Azad Kashmir turned towards agitation 
1

so that the government of Pakistan might get an excuse to take step to maintain law and

order and would thus dismiss the civil government of Prime Minister Malik Feroz Khan

Noon and in Azad Kashmir Sardar Ibrahim, who had good relations with Feroz Khan so

that the aim of Ghaudhry Gulam Abbas might be fulfilled and he himself might be able to

strengthen his power in Pakistan.
1

Muhammad Yusef Saraf, the secretary general of the movement, writes in his book that 
i

when Kashmir Liberation Movement started in the state, Malik Feroz Khan Noon was the

383prime minister^of Pakistan while Sikandar Mirza was president- The country was
i
 ̂ 384preparing for its first general elections under the constitution of 1956. Feroz Khan 
i

Noon and other political leaders wanted to hold the general elections but President

I
380
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Sikander Mirza had different plans because it seemed that after the elections there would 

be no chance for him to remain in power. Actually, it was sponsored by Sikander

^ _
Mirza to disrupt the programme for general elections. The result was that the 

movement did not get the authorized backing of the political parties. Meanwhile, the 

government announced that it would not let the public cross the ceasefire line because it

-3 00
would create disturbance in the state. Despite all this plamiing, some prominent 

leaders of the movement were arrested. Although at the start, this movement got
J  ^ OQ

momentum but later on the condition of the state got disturbed. At the same time, at the

result of turbulence in Pakistan, Ayub Khan imposed martial law and this also affected i

the politics in Azad Kashmir.^^^General Ayub Khan released all agents and workers of
I

Kashmir Liberation Movement who were in jail and gave the statement that Pakistan

would be with Kashmiris to liberate the state from India.^^* On 15th January 1959,

Chaudhry Gularn Abbas armounced to stop the movement. On the other hand, General

Ayub Khan was a dictator and Sardar Ibrahim was in favour of democracy so they both 
J

could not live long. As a result, he was dismissed in 1959,^^  ̂ and K.H. Khurshid was 

nominated as president of Azad Kashmir.̂ "̂*

On 13th November 1959, Sardar Ibrahim was arrested and sent to jail on a charge 

of hatching conspiracies against the martial law administration, but all civil and military
J
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judiciary departments gave their decisions in favour of Sardar Ibrahim and he was 

released from jail after four weeks.

4.1.4: Sardar Ibrahim and Azad Muslim Conference (1966)

After dismissal, Sardar Ibrahim went to Lahore and started his practice there. On

December 5, 1966, ^̂ ĥe returned to politics and organized a party with the name of Azad

Muslim Conference^^^. It was actually a party of Hussain Shaheed Suharwardy in

Pakistan which  ̂was in opposition at that time. Sardar Ibrahim was its president,

Chaudhry Khadim Hussain was its general secretary and Khawaja Muhammad Ameen

Mukhtayar was its vice-president.^^^When in 1970, presidential election was held, Sardar

Ibrahim participated in election from the platform of this party but could not win the

elections. Therefore, Sardar Abdul Qayum Khan became the president at that time.^^  ̂
i

4.1.5: Three parties’ coalition (1977)

After this, he was in favour of Pakistani politics but in 1977 when Ziaul Haq became

the martial law administrator, because of this new uncertain situation in Pakistan it was

decided to restructure the govermnent of Azad Kashmir too. Thus on July 27, 1977'*̂  ̂on

the wishes of the government of Pakistan, leaders of Muslim Conference, People’s Party 
____________ i__________
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Abbasi, Sayasiyat-e-Kashmir, 178.
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and Azad Muslim Conference with mutual cooperation agreed to sign an agreement to

hold fresh elections. It was decided in this agreement that the present president of Azad 

Jammu and Kashmir, Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan would continue as interim

president, provided he did not seek election for any other office. In case, he did, he would 

resign and the powers of the president would be devolve to chief executive and Major 

General (retired)'Abdul Rehman would be appointed as chief executive of Azad Jammu 

and Kashmir."'®'Sardar Ibrahim did not agree with the points given by Ziaul Haq and took 

the step to tender the resignation to Ziaul Haq. In 1983, on the call of Benazir Bhutto, he

decided to start a long march against dictatorship but was arrested. •402

4.2: Regional ̂ Politics

Although Sardar Ibrahim had participated in regional politics too but as compare to

national and international politics, his role seems to be very limited in regional politics,
■!

When he got the opportunity to head the new independent state of Azad Kashmir, he 

clearly gave thê  statement that this provisional government would remain friendly and 

show goodwill towards its neighbouring domination of India and hoped that India and 

Pakistan would sympathize with the people of Jammu and Kashmir in their efforts to 

exercise their birth right of political freedom.'*®̂  He expressed his views that India was 

only passing its time on Kashmir, because Kashmir was a real part of Azad Kashmir and

Ibid.
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sooner or later i f  would merge \vith Pakistan.'^ '̂^He appealed to India to accept Kashmir 

thus there would-be peace in the region.^’̂ ^He said in a press conference that Kashmiris 

would continue their struggle till the liberation of Kashmir and the policies of India were 

dangerous for the peace in South Asia.̂ ’̂ ^He said if India did not control its forces, the 

Mujahideen would go to Delhi to get rid of the Indian forces. In his opinion, if the super 

power Russia could not take control of Afghanistan, then how India could think of 

capturing Kashmir?'*® În 1965, he addressed to the public and said the relations between 

India and Pakistan could not move further till the liberation of Kashmir."*̂ *

Sardar Ibrahim said in a press conference that Indian government should permit the 

leaders of Huryat Conference to come to Pakistan so that negotiation could start to solve 

Kashmir issue. He said India's claim to two ways negotiation was not much important 

because through this way, they could not get the solution of this issue. He said India got 

disappointed after its extreme of cruelty but he could not break the will of 

Kashmiris.'^^The democratic slogan of India had got down. He warned India to stop its 

atrocities on innocent people after staging a drama of ceasefire. He said the day was not 

far when India jlike Russia would pack its bag and baggage and go back."̂ ^̂ He said 

temporary ceasefire was not the solution. There should be permanent ceasefire line.̂ *̂

Rawalpindi: 20 April, 2010),6.
Personal dairies *of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan of the year 1965. 
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Nawa-i~waqat{ Rawalpindi .Kashmir addition ,05 -02-2001)>l.
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Sardar Ibrahim termed Indian suppression on Kashmir similar to Israel. It was a big 

challenge and “our motto is to liberate Kashmir and annex it with Pakistan”. He wanted 

to establish a Muslim society in Kashmir." '̂^

He wanted to keep good relations with India even but time and again warned that if 

India did not stop unfavorable attitude towards Kashmir it would be charged full

agitation.

4.3: International Politics

basis of the reso

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan urged the Islamic countries and the European

countries to exert pressure on India on Kashmir problem and to solve that issue on the

ution of Security Council and demanded the right of self determination

for Kashmiris for their future." ’̂̂  He said struggle of liberation of Kashmir was based on

international principles.'‘*''When he was going abroad for the first time in January 1948 to

present the Kashmir issue at international level, he delivered the speech in Karachi in 
i

which he said he was going abroad to highlight the Kashmir issue and for this purpose 
j 
I

government of Pakistan was not giving them any aid, it was totally wrong observation 
i

that Pakistan was supporting Kashmiris, the material they were using had been collected

from Dogras and Hindus and Allah would help them as they were promoting peace in the 

state of Kashmir."*̂ ^

A^fls/7eer(Rawalpindi:14 June 1975),4.
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On 13th January 1948, first time Sardar Ibrahim went to Security Council in New 

York. The %th area of the state including Ladakh and Baltistan was in the hands of Azad 

Kashmir government at that time. India went to Security Council with a blame that 

Pakistan was supporting insurgency in Kashmir and had attacked and created some

trouble. They should force Pakistan to keep aloof itself from the state of Kashmir.416

On January 17-18, he along with Dr. Mohammad Din Tasir who was his Secretary

‘ 417was present in New York. Upon reaching New York, a tragedy took place with them,

and the news and pictures of their arrival were published in a local newspapers but

because of a mistake they gave the picture of Dr. Tasir and wrote down the name of

Sardar Ibrahim under that picture.'^^This was propagated and highlighted later on by

Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah.'^*^Sardar Ibrahim refuted this but, as the New York

press did publish this rebuttal prominently so majority of the population could not know 
J .

the reality."̂ *̂ It is also fact that because of death of Muhatmah Gandhi, Sardar Ibrahim 

could not get access to deliver his speech in Security Council rather he called a press

Muhammad Iqbal and Ahmed Shamim, Azad Kashmir:Road to proces^(Muzaffarabad: The information 
directorate o f Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 1965),28.
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conference there* "'̂ ând presented the causes of revolt against Maharaja’s government. 

Ahhough before^that the issue was presented in a negative way from India, so the media 

men asked some^negative questions too. Sardar Ibrahim never lost his heart and was able 

to tackle the whole matter softly. He made it clear that they were not against India but 

against the Maharaja’s government and he explained the condition of the state and the 

masses in detailfand said that it was impossible to live in this type of the state where no 

one had right. Therefore, he said, it was their right to speak for their rights."̂ ^̂

4.3.2: UNO Commission (1949)

A commission was sent by Security Council and it announced the ceasefire line 

between India and Pakistan in 1949.'^ '̂'lt was a fact that if Azad army had equipments at 

that time and if Pakistan army had agreed to help it, Azad Kashmir would not have 

agreed for any ceasefire. According to Sardar Ibrahim, the condition of state was not like
I

that and if the war had continued for only a month, then the area which was now called 

Azad Kashmir would have been in the hands of India. At least now the Kashmir issue
I

was in Security Council.'^^^

The UNO commission for India and Pakistan was busy in its activities to bring 

peace in the region. The commission went to Muzaffarabad to discuss the whole matter

Khan, Ma/a/i-e-zmc/g/,143-144.
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as they were doing work in tents without any office or any facilities. The commission 

accepted the septate Azad Kashmir government that the administration of the area had 

been running properly. After that the delegation of Security Council visited many times 

but because of political crisis in Pakistan the condition went from bad to worst.^^^

4.3.3: 2"** Visit to UN Security Council (1949-50) 
f

In the last month of 1949,"*̂  ̂Sardar Ibrahim again went to Security Council on the
i

order of prime minister of Pcikistan to present the Kashmir issue.'̂ ^̂  In London, Sardar 

Ibrahim gave anMnterview to the BBC and addressed Pakistani students. After this, he 

reached New York. Mr. Gormani, the minister for Kashmir affairs, and Chaudhry 

Muhammad Ali were present there and Sir Zafarullah Khan headed this delegation. 

Sardar Ibrahim went to Washington to meet and deliver speeches there.'*^  ̂After that he 

received an order to leave his companions in New York and go to London."̂ ^̂

4.3.4: Visit to London and establishment of Azad Kashmir League (1950)
I

I

On his return from Security Council, he delivered a speech to highlight the 

Kashmir issue in London. For this purpose, he had established a league with the name of

426 Ibid. I
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New Castle, Leeds, Manchester and Scotland.'^^^Same organizations were working in 

Egypt, Turkey and other Muslim countries. These branches from all over the world 

contributed towards the Azad Kashmir movement in terms of money, material and 

goodwill.'^^^The Kashmiri people living in London were working wholeheartedly for the
I

liberation movement of Azad Kashmir. It was only because of the efforts of Azad

Kashmir League that they were able to arrange a big meeting in Holbom Hall in London. 

The meeting got success. It was presided over by Mr. Hector Hughes, a member of the 

British Parliament. Sardar Ibrahim presented his point of view in detail and delivered the 

speech on the importance of Pakistan for Kashmir. His speech was so powerfiil while 

summing up this lecture Mr. Hughes was able to say that if the statements and points 

were really based on facts then there was no reason to doubt that Pakistan was bound to

433win its case against India in the Security Council.

4.3.5: Visits to different countries (1950 and 1964)

Sardar Ibrahim’s political roie is also important in context of several visits to 

foreign countries. Most of his foreign visits focused on exploration of Kashmir issue. In 

1964, Sardar Ibrahim on the request of the government of Pakistan visited a number of

foreign countries to highlight the Kashmir issue. Although it was not part of his duties 

because at that time he was not in government, but there were two motives of his visits,

Ibid.
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first to perform a national duty and secondly to establish working relations with Pakistan 

government. Conceding these two motives, Sardar Ibrahim took two days for thinking 
j

and next day he agreed to carry out the visit/^'^

Khawajaf Shahab-ud-Din was the leader of that delegation in which Sardar 

Ibrahim had been chosen as a member. They started their journey in March 1964 for two 

months from Karachi Airport."*̂  ̂During this visit, the delegation visited African, Middle 

Eastern, West Asian and East Asian countries and tried its best to highlight Kashmir 

issue."̂ ^̂  They started to arrange press conference in Beirut, but it was not an easy task to 

rouse interest in the Kashmir issue abroad. Slowly and steadily with the help of press they 

started their struggle.

4.3.6: Visit to Ivory Coast/Ghana (1964)

Most of'African people had the experience of the chains of slavery, therefore, 

they showed their all sympathies for the people of Kashmir when Sardar Ibrahim 

presented the picture of Kashmiris in front of the presidents of ‘Ivory Coast' and 
]

‘ Ghana’.'’̂ ^The president of Ghana, Nakruma expressed sympathy for the plight of 

Kashmiris with the assurance to the delegation that he would write down a letter to Nehru

Khan, Matah-e-zindgi,]95.Dr.Rehman who was a deputy secretary o f ministry of Kashmir affairs at that 
time said to him that government of Pakistan had a desire that he visit aboard to explore Kashmir issue, it is 
a national work that’s why he should do otherwise government would be angry with him. Thus he took 
some time for thinking and next day he agreed to visit abroad.
"'Mbid.,198-199. j
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and would discuss the Kashmir problem with him.'^^^But some areas of Africa were so 

poor, the Muslims living there were illiterate and living the life of ignorance so they did
I

not show their interest in any matter thus this delegation got disappointment to some

extent. But some areas of Africa like Somalia; they respected the Pakistani people with

the core of their

4.3.7: Visit to E

learts. 439

^pt (1950 and 1964)

In 1950, Sardar Ibrahim visited Egypt and stayed in Cairo for number of days, 
i

Cairo is the centre of all Middle Eas*t and Arab countries. Egyptians and the Egyptian 

government showed sympathies with the Muslim cause of Kashmir. The press 

undoubtedly accepted the case of Pakistan as the real "‘truth about Kashmir thus the 

delegation got positive response from E g y p t i a n b u t  later on in 1964 when Sardar

I . . .Ibrahim visited Egypt again, the people did not show sympathies with Kashmir issue

because they did not want to make India angry, although in 1948, it was loyal towards 

Kashmir.

4.3.8: Visit to Turkey (1950 and 1964)
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Sardar Ibrahim visited Turkey two times to highlight the Kashmir issue; first in
it

February 1950t^  ̂ and second time in March 1964.'̂ '̂  ̂ Turkey was very sympathetic 

towards Pakistan.' '̂ '̂ În his book “The Kashmir saga”, Sardar Ibrahim has written that 

when in the year 1950, he visited Turkey, the country had a very good press which gave 

real welcome tô him."*'*̂  During his stay in the country, he lectured at a number of places

and addressed a number of conferences to present the Kashmir issue."^^^Press gave them

enough coverage in a very liberal manner. The delegation received very positive response

from Turkish government.447

4.3.9: Visit to Malaysia/Indonesia(1964)

After two days’ stay in Karachi, when the delegation reached Malaysia through 

Colombo, the government of Malaysia did not accept Sardar Ibrahim’s presence in the 

country because he had established a revolutionary government in Kashmir that’s why 

they even could not agree to make him their guest in capital, as during Malaysia and

• +1.Indonesia’s internal tussle India provided its support to Malaysia. Later, when this 

delegation met the president of Malaysia, he was not willing to talk on Kashmir but after 

flattery attitude,of the delegation he gave the notions towards Kashmir issue.

Personal dairy of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan of the year 1950. 
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4.3,10: Visit to Japan (1964)
1

Same was the case with Japan. Its prime minister announced his cooperation after 

a long discussion. They stayed there in Tokyo for four days and during their short stay in 

Tokyo, they came to know about the developments of Japan. At that time, Tokyo was 

preparing itself jfor Olympics hence they were not paying attention to any other matter. 

They had completed their visit through Bangkok, Malaysia and China, and came back to 

Pakistan after two months. But this was really a fruitful effort of the delegation. He 

commented about his visit to abroad in a press conference that the delegation had visited 

the countries and got positive response from abroad that showed they were in support of

the right of self-determination.449

4.3.11: Foreign visits with Kashmir committee (1994)

He went to attend OIC’s meeting with Kashmir committee in 1994, This time he 

visited Belgium, Netherlands, France, Sweden, Austria, Spain, Turkey and UK from 

March 29 to April 29, 1994.'*̂  ̂Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan headed this delegation with

the aim to highlight the Kashmir issue in these countries.
I

451
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Sardar Ibrahim said in a press conference that the UN should examine the condition of 
*

the state impartially and should furnish its report to the Security Council. Furthermore it 

was the duty of the Security Council to fulfill its pledge according to the resolutions. In 
f

addition, he expressed the hope that American President Gorge W. Bush should play

central role to so ve Kashmir issue to prevent a nuclear war in the region.452

On General Pervez Musharraf s visit to India, he had commented that the invitation to 

General Pervez Musharraf from the Indian government showed that foreign countries 

were pressurizing India to start negotiation on Kashmir problem and India should be

more responsible and accept the ground reality to solve Kaslimir problem.453

(Rawalpindi: 19 December,2000) 
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CHAPTER NO: 5 

SARDAR MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM KHAN: A PRO 

PAKISTANI IDEOLOGUE

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan played an imperative role in the history of 

Kashmir for almost 60 years. He remained affiliated to four different political parties in 

Azad Jammu and Kashmir but after the study of his political career it seems that 

throughout his life he had bound himself with one objective that was accession of the 

state with Pakistan.

Actually, they had decided the accession of the state with Pakistan on May 29, 

1947, when the Dogra forces had attacked the innocent people of Damni'̂ '̂̂  as they 

thought that some spies were there in the houses of Sardar Chaman Khan and Sardar 

Gulab Khan."̂ -̂̂  Thus the Dogra forces tortured them and arrested them.

This injustice enraged people and Sardar Ibrahim Khan addressed a meeting on 

June 1, 1947. He clearly warned the Maharaja’s government to stop the tyrannies on poor 

public. Moreover, he said they had to decide the accession of the state with Pakistan and

Damni is a village in Rawalakot. Interview with Sardar Mukhtayar Khan, 15 February 2010. 
Ibid.



they could not compromise until the full liberation of the state."^^^Although, he was not a
■4

spiritual man but he had a strong faith and determination on Almighty Allah"*̂  ̂ thus he 

was honest tow^ds his ideology, on the basis of that he wanted to annex the state with 

Pakistan after its liberation.'*^^

5.1: Sardar I

Before t

3rahim and the accession of Kashmir with Pakistan (1947)

le establishment of Azad government in 1947, the British government 

had announced its plan for the future of the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent."^^  ̂

Paramountancy over the states were to be left free to make decision which terrain they

should accede.460 But the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir was not able to decide the

issue of state /accession. Although on Pakistan day, the -Muslim Conference had 

confirmed unambiguously in favour of accession of the region to Pakistan'^ '̂ but July 17

L AA'y
was fixed for a convention of Muslim Conference and at last on July 19 it was decided

to announce formally the accession of the state with the country of their own choice."*̂ ^

f
I

Sardar Ibrahim had unoccupied his own house for convention because at that time 

National Conference and government were against them so they were not ready to give

Sardar Muhammad G\x\zQX,Tarikh~e-tarik-e-azadi-e-Kashmir: Inqalab-e-poonch]947{M\rp\xr. Verinag 
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them any space ̂ for that convention. Therefore, this was a revolutionary step of Sardar 

Ibrahim which showed his deep hearted loyalties with Pakistan that he even did not care 

about his life and family and presented his house for convention of accession of the state 

with Pakistan."*̂ "̂ . Secondly, in the conference a resolution on independence for Kashmir

was read out w lich was sent by former party president Chaudhry Gulam Abbas from

prison cell and party president Hameedullah Khan supported it but Sardar Ibrahim shot it 

down then the meeting decided in favour of Kashmir’s accession with Pakistan.'’̂ ^

Although the people could not bother about the approval of resolution as they

thought that this was not much important summit but at that time it was impossible 
I

because in July, headquarter of Kashmir was used to be transferred from Jammu to 

Srinagar. Thus Maharaja’s all machinery was present in Srinagar and it was very hard to 

take any step against them under the eyes of Maharaja. Even if anyone had taken the step
I .

like this in Sheikh Abdullah’s region or any political opponent went to his region the 

supporters of Shiekh Abdullah would have created great trouble for him so Sardar

Ibrahim’s this step had been considered as a first stone against Dogra Raj and through 

this step he wanted to remind the administration of the state that their loyalties were with 

Pakistan."*̂  ̂ According to the wishes of public, he provided a platform for their

movement and agitations which paved the way for the establishment of Azad Kashmir.467
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Sardar Sikaiider Hayat Khan said in an interview that his father had told him that 
1

they had been living in Srinagar for 12 years and the stage was in hands of Sheikh 

Abdullah and no- one had courage to even enter his area. Therefore, this step of accession 

Pakistan which was taken by Sardar Ibrahim was like a watershed event 

fCashmir."*̂ *

of Kashmir with 

in the history of

At that jtime, a rift had been created between Mir Wiaz and Chaudhry 

Hameedullah. Chaudhry Hameedullah was going to preside over the convention whereas 

Mir Wiaz and his companions had decided to create trouble but because of Sardar 

Ibrahim’s foresightedness they could not carry out their programme. Chaudhry 

Hameedullah presented the resolution that the state may remain independent."*^  ̂ In his 

opinion, if Maharaja had announced independence of the state, then Congress would

capture the state* and after division the state would part of Pakistan automatically because 

of its geographical location."*’  ̂But Sardar Ibrahim and his companions who were present 

in that convention did not agree to accept this resolution because at that time public were

in favour of accession to Pakistan. Thus another resolution was presented in which they 

with mutual understanding decided to join Pakistan because Pakistan had geographically, 

economical, culturally, religiously and linguistically close links with Kashmir.'^^^Eighty 

percent population of the state consisted of Muslims and all big rivers which reached 

Punjab are originated from Kashmir and boundaries touched Pakistan.

Ibid..l7.
Ahhas\,Sayasiyat~e-Kashmir,53.

™Ibid.
Ibid.,54.
Shafiq^za^/ Kashmir :aik sayasi jaiza,?>Z.



Thus it was obvious to annex the state with P a k i s t a n . M u m t a z  Gillani said

. . i  .in an interview that because of this step of Sardar Ibrahim, the Kashmir issue went to the

Security Counci and because of this resolution some foreign countries had accepted the

right of self detemination of Kashmiris.

5.2: Shifting from Srinagar to Pakistan (July 1947)

After the accession of the state with Pakistan, the situation of the state seemed 

more crucial arid the leaders of the Muslim Conference decided that Sardar Ibrahim 

should leave the state, go to Rawalpindi, and organize the movement of Jihad from 

there.^^^

When Sardar Ibrahim saw that the Maharaja was prepared to call Indian forces he

left his son and wife there in Srinagar though he knew about the dangerous situation of

the state as the daughter of Chaudhry Gulam Abbas had also been kidnapped but he left

all that because of his country.476

From there Sardar Ibrahim went to Lahore to meet the owners of newspapers and 

tell them about the whole background and the crucial condition of the state. He wanted to 

meet Quaid-i-Azam to discuss the condition of the state but because of lack of interest of

473 Ibid.
Interview with Pir Syed Mumtaz Gilani.ex senior minister by Abdul Qayum Farooqi, Asian News, 

number 1, volume 23-24),21'.
Ajmal Khan Thorari, “Gazi-e-milat Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan”(islamabad: Pakistan ,31 

July,2004),5. |
Interview with Sardar Khalid Ibrahim, 15 April 2010.



some leaders, he was not able to do so.'^^^Some writers had opinion that in fact at that 

time Pakistan had tried its best to keep itself away from any involvement in Kashmir.

Thus for examp e when Sardar Ibrahim Khan tried to meet Jinnah, he refused to entertain

him on the ground that such a meeting might be viewed in terms of Pakistan’s

involvement in Kashmir.'*^  ̂ It is also fact that Quaid-i-Azam was worried about the

refugees who were coming from East Punjab. If from here Sardar Ibrahim went 

disillusioned but still he did not mind the attitude of Pakistani leaders as he felt that at
I

that time, Pakistan itself was a newly emerged country so obviously it had its own 

internal problems.^ ’̂^Still he was happy that the Pakistani newspapers had taken this 

matter in their hands and people who were in Pakistani army had seen the tribulations of 

the state and run back to their homelands with arms and ammunitions.

Then he e|tablished headquarters at Murree in Pakistan and started the liberation

movement of Kashmir."^^®After the establishment of Azad Kashmir government, Sardar

Ibrahim was always determinant about his ideology was to liberate the whole state and

access it with Pakistan as time and again he reiterated that Pakistan and Kashmir were 
-t

just like a body and souL'̂ *̂

Interview with Sardar Javeed Ibrahim, 15 April 2010.
Ijaz, Hussain. Kashmir dispute: An international la w /5erj/?ec/'/ve(Islamabad: National Institute of 

Pakistan Studies, Quaid-i-Azam University, 1998), 115.
Interview with Sardar Khalid Ibrahim,15 April 2010.
Khan, The Kasltmir 5aga,l 88.
Record of audio’ Speech o f Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan at Girls Collage Khirik Rawalakot on 12- 

8-1996.



In October 1947," the Azad Kashmir government was established, it defined itself as a war 

council whose sole objective was the liberation of J ^ r a u  Kashmir from Dogra dynasty
A AQ'y

and then the Indian authorities, furthermore to annex it with Pakistan.

5.3: Accession of Kashmir with Pakistan: views and commitments

Sardar Ibrahim had faith that Kashmir was a natural part of Pakistan.'^^^He tried to

justify his statement through the construction of some links, even in 1950 at Security

Council his delegation had justified their points related to the accession of the state with 
i

Pakistan. ’

5.3.1: Geographical location of Kashmir and Pakistan

In his opinion, the first and most important link between Kashmir and Pakistan 

was its geographical location. An ordinary man in geography could judge that the nature 

had designed the state as to be the natural part of Pakistan instead of any other country.

The mountainous track of the soil in the North and the North West, common 

between the bordering districts of Pakistan on one side and Jammu and Kashmir state on 

the other confirmed the fact that Kashmir and Pakistan were one. Climate, agricultural 

and other physical conditions in these two areas are same without prior acquaintance one 

cannot discriminate between the two."*̂ ^

Raju.G.C.Thomas, Perspectives on KashmirQJS^A: West view press, 1992),237-239. 
Khan, The Kashmir ^aea,188
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5.3.2: Communication and economic links of Kashmir with Pakistan
I
I

The two main transportation and communication ways in the shapes of roads and

railway link between Jammu and Sialkot had been the lifelines of Kashmir’s trade and 
t

commerce in the past. Since the India’s forcible occupation of the valley of Kashmir, the 

working of these communication lines had been completely destroyed with the result that

Kashmir’s trade had received a serious setback, rather a death blow, during 15 years.

With regard of itrade items of Kashmir, especially the iiesh fruits and vegetables, the 

nearest markets for these fruits and vegetables are Rawalpindi and Sialkot in Pakistan."̂ ^̂

What really connects the economy of Pakistan with Kashmir is the flow of rivers

from Kashmir into Pakistan, Because of the natural flow of these rivers from Kashmir

into West, Pakistan a system of irrigation has been brought into being which contributed 

almost 90% to the welfare and well being of the inhabitants of West Pakistan. "̂ ^̂ The

three rivers, the; Indus, the Jhelum and the Chenab which flow from Kashmir to Pakistan 

control, to a very large extent, the agricultural economy of Pakistan itself As much as 19 

land are irrigated in West Pakistan from the waters of these rivers. Ifmillion acres o

Kashmir was to accede to India, this supply was liable to be cut off altogether.

5.3.3: Religious and social attachment with Pakistan

489

♦
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The inhabitants of Kashmir and Western Pakistan belong to the same race. Islam

is in fact more than a sufficient link between the people of Kashmir and Pakistan. Islam is

. . .  Ia way of life and not a collection of rituals, customs and conventions. It teaches equality

and brotherhood to its followers. It follows that people having one and the same way of

life are a single nation. More than three-fourth of the population of Jammu Kaslimir state

comprises Muslims and the religion of the inhabitants of Kashmir and Pakistan is

I s l a m. I t  is a fact that the language of the borders of the states is same and so is the

dress and Islam is the common faith. Vivisection of the Indian sub-continent took place 
i

on the basis of religion, and keeping this thing in view, they would only be self interested 

persons who would try to justify and endorse India’s policy with regard to Kashmir. 

Justice demands that Kashmir should go to Pakistan, with which the future of its people is

491linked.

5.3.4: Defence and strategic aspects

It is very lucid that for the purpose of Kashmir’s defence, it is Pakistan which can 

be depended upon and not India. During the liberation movement, India’s many times 

bigger army could not succeed in war against the semi-armed Azad Kashmir army in 

1947-1948.

How can India be anticipated to defend Kashmir in future from any outside 

aggression? Kashmir, from the defence point of view completely environs, from one end

490
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J

to another nearly the whole of West Pakistan. If Pakistan’s frontiers, to a length of 500
I.

miles are exposed to an antagonistic army, along with other frontiers that Pakistan has to 

preserve against India in the East and West wing of Pakistan, the country will need a 

gigantic army. maintenance of a bulky army cannot be legitimate in any case by

the economy of the country. Therefore, to think the conditions of Pakistan without 

Kashmir as independent country is a complete allegory. If Pakistan is to remain 

independent and its territorial sanctity is to be maintained, Kashmir must become a part
I

of it. If for the ̂ same reason, the accession of the Jammu and Kashmir state cannot be 

achieved, Pakistan’s independence would be exposed to a constant threat.

5.4: Sardar 

Pakistan

Ibrahim’s fortitude: liberate Kashmir and accession to

Although he was always in favour of Pakistan but during his almost 60-year 
1

political life, he faced some ups and dovms as well. Sometimes the leaders of Pakistan 

created troubles for him but even then he could not think about the accession of the state 

with India or to keep it independent. He opted for the idea to access the state of Kashmir 

with Pakistan. He said it was obvious to join Pakistan for the leaders and public of the 

state of Jammu and Kashmir. He said before 28 years the Muslims considered themselves

to be the part o Pakistan and started freedom liberation for themselves. He said in a press

conference that Kashmir was the natural part of Pakistan and no one could impose the 

decision which would be against the wishes of the public and Sheikh Abdullah’s

Ibid.



conspiracies would never succeed, because the public loved Pakistan. People were
it

excited to accede Pakistan. Kashmiris would achieve their goal one day and Kashmir

would annex wi h Pakistan, he said.494

Sardar Ibrahim said that July 13 was watershed event for them and Kashmiris did 

not hesitate to sacrifice their lives for liberation of the state and the struggle for freedom 

of the state was^based on the will that the public who w^anted to join Pakistan, Kashmiris 

had shown their determination and aim through strikes and agitations that their vote was 

to join Pakistan."*̂ ^

He even' said there was no need to accept the government of Azad Kashmir by 

other countries because Pakistan had already accepted this govemment/^^and Kashmir

issue was a live 

why Kashmiris

‘fact thus Kashmir and Pakistan were like the two men in one soul that’s 

br the last 28 years had been giving sacrifices to join Pakistan.

He repeated his views that Kashmir was economically, geographically and

socially linked to Pakistan."*̂  ̂ Resolution of Pakistan was like a backbone for both the
i

Pakistanis and Kashmiris. They were united thus Muslims of Indo-Pakistan had got a

A^avra-/-waga  ̂(Rawalpindi Islamabad: 19 July 1975), 1.
Nawa-i- waqat (Rawalpindi; 13 July,1975),2. And audio record o f speech o f Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim 

Khan in a press conference at Rawalakot on 9-9-1996.
^^^Kasheer (Rawalpindi: 6 May 1967),4.
■’̂ ’Record o f Audio speech of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan in the ceremony o f Do Than, Rawalakot on 
29-8-1998. ^

!



separate country^under the leadership of Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and in the 

light of resolution of Pakistan one day Kashmir would be a part of Pakistan.'*^*

Moreover, he expressed his thoughts in the press conference that soon after the

approval of the 

movement to t

Pakistan Resolution, the Kashmiri people had merged their liberation 

le movement of Pakistan. Before the establishment of Pakistan the

Kashmiris had considered themselves with Pakistan and it was a fact that Pakistan would 

be complete only with the accession of the Kashmir with it. He said Insha Allah 

Kashmiris who had sacrificed their lives for their homeland would be able to make the
A

occupied Kaslunir accede to Pakistan.'^^^Sardar Ibrahim gave his loyalties to Zulfiqar Ali 
j

Bhutto on the condition that under the leadership of Bhutto Kashmir would gain more

500economic ties and development.

He said in a statement that they were ready for any sacrifice for the accession of 

the state with Pakistan and was satisfied that a democratic type of government had been

established in Azad Kashmir and through this government they would prove their aim to

liberate the state and annex with Pakistan.^^*In his views, the division of Indo-Pakistan
\

subcontinent was on the basis of two-nation theory thus the people of Jammu and

Kashmir (Mumffarahad: 31 March, 1976),12.
Ibid. And Record o f Audio speech of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan at council hall Rawalakot on 28- 

10-1997. f
Jfl«g(Karachi:8 June 1975),!.
Ja/7g (̂Karachi:1 l̂4 July, 1975) And Record of Audio speech of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan at Girls 

Collate Khirik Rawalakot on 29-10-1997.



Kashmir had demanded the accession of the state with Pakistan on the basis of their

geographical, re igious, economical and historical condition. 502

He emphasized that the people should remember that this movement was actually 

the part of the movement of Pakistanis after the long struggle they had achieved Pakistan 

thus the basic aim of the movement was accession of Kashmir with Pakistan becauseI
r

Kashmir was the important part of Pakistan.^^^History shows that Sardar Ibrahim had

devoted his whole life for liberation of the state, ideology to the accession of the state

with Pakistan and the establishment of the basic rights of the masses and establishment of

the democratic institutions. He tried his best to make the relations strong between

Pakistan and Kashmir to fulfill his desire to access Kashmir with. Pakistan .S ardar 
1

Abdul Qayum Khan'said in an interview that Sardar Ibrahim Khan had a powerful man 

with the determination of accession of the state with Pakistan.^®^

Sardar I abib Khan had expressed his views that he had remained with Sardar

Ibrahim for almost 80 years. Sardar Ibrahim achieved three credits in his life. First he 
I

offered his own house for holding a convention in favour of Pakistan, led agitation

against Dogra and accepted the presidentship of a revolutionary government. 

1 j 
1

506
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number I, volume 23-24), 101.
Interview with Sardar Habib Khan by Abdul Qayum Farooqi (Muzaffarabad: Asian News, number 1, 
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Although Pakistan was a newly emerged country at that time and it was not 

possible for it to give proper attention to the state of Kashmir but Sardar Ibrahim did a lot
I

and never left the basic objective of accession of the state to Pakistan. He repeated his 

motto time and again that although the mission was huge but for the accession of the state

with Pakistan, the people of Pakistan and Azad Kashmir both needed unity and

determination to ftilfill this dream.

Sardar Ibrahim was himself a history of Kashmir. Struggle for accession to

Pakistan was not an easy task at that time because this step could have led to his 
I

assassination, but he had done that without any fear.̂ ®̂

In fact;

Pakistan.^^^Thus accession of Kashmir with Pakistan was actually the basic and center
I 510point in the politics of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan.

Sardar Ibrahim played the role of a bridge between Kashmir and

He had hever been disappointed during his whole life though he had faced some

ups and downs. In politics, he was admirer of Quaid-i-Azam throughout his life and he 
1

had taken Quaid-i-Azam as a role model. Though he had differences with Pakistani 
1

politicians but he never lost his heart and continued his struggle for democratic type of

Interview with Sardar Anwer Khan, ex president o f Azad Jammu and Kashmir by Abdul Qayum 
Farooqi, Tahir Farooqi and Sarfraz Mir(Muzaffarabad: Asian News,number 1,volume 23-24), 15.

Interview with Sardar Sayab Khalid, ex speaker Assembly of Azad Jammu and Kashmir in 2003 by 
Abdul Qayum Farooqi (Muzaffarabad: Asian News, number 1, volume 23-24), 19.

Khawaja Muhammad Yasin, “Gazi-e-mi!at: bani sadder” (Rawalpindi; Nawa-i-waqat, 02 August, 
2004), 5. I

Interview with Sardar Haji Muhammad Yaqoob Khan, ex minister of health Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
by Qayum Farooqi (Muzaffarabad: Asian News, number 1, volume 23-24), 27.



government, although earher he had been the head of a revolutionary government. He 

started his struggle in Lahore and in elections, he remained with Fatima Jinnah in 

competition of Ayub Khan.^’ ̂  .

He was the president of Azad Kashmir when a democratic government was there 

in power in Pakistan and when army captured power, he was dismissed. He changed four

<  I T

political parties during his political career but no one had a proof that he joined the
I

party which was against the accession of Pakistan. All these four parties were in favour of 

accession of the state with Pakistan. He had the opinion that Pakistan was a democratic 

type of country thus there should be the role of Kashmiris in Pakistani politics. He 

wanted the Kashmiris to participate in Pakistani politics through democratic ways. This 

was his foremost desire that they remained linked with Pakistan and when Kashmir 

would get independence, then they should get representation in the parliament of 

a time came when he said if there was no other way to solve this, thenPakistan.^’̂ But

like India the Azad area should get representation in Pakistani parliament so that when 

they had gone -through a decision related to Kashmir, then they should decide in the 

interest of Pakistan. This was his thinking but he never thought that he would personally 

join the Pakist^ parliament. He had the opinion that the people of Kashmir and the

refiigees of Jammu and Kashmir should have representation in parliament of Pakistan.^

i
3

Interview with Sardar Khalid Ibrahim Khan, 10 February 2010. And interview with Sardar Mukhtayar 
Khan, 15 February.2010.
512 Ibid.
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He actually wanted to see the egalitarian and burly Pakistan with illustration of 

Kashmiris as well.^^^He had the fortitude of accession of the Kashmir with Pakistan and 

remained strong in this faith. He always stressed upon the leaders of People’s Party that 

liberation mo^ment of Kashmir, accession of Kashmir with Pakistan and the 

strengthening of Pakistan was his main aim. He advised them to be sincere with their 

faith to respectjthe constitution, to maintain law and order and honesty should be their 

first priority.^Despite differences with some governments in Pakistan he had never

5J7harboured any negative thought about Pakistan in his mind and heart.

1
He always used to say that “governments come and go. The personalities would

change. Some people get power but the reality was and is that the people of Azad
I

Kashmir and Pakistan should be linked with each other by heart.” In all crucial conditions 

he never threatened anyone against the accession of the state with Pakistan.

He actually paved the way of struggle of liberation for Kashmiris in 1947 after the 

passing of a resolution in his own house and it is a fact that at that time this movement 

had a background which was directly linked with the Pakistan movement as the base of 

both the movements were the same.

Interview with Sardar Abdul Hameed Khan,ex-president of Jammu Kashmir Peoples Party,by Raja Kafil 
Ahmed Khan and Dr. Amir Waqil, Asian news, number 1, volume 23-24,108, And interview with Mujeed 
Bandey, visiting professor in Kashmir Studies Centre, University o f Azad Jammu and Kashmir, dated, 17 
May 2010, Muzafferabad. Tape recording.

Statement o f Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan, president of All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference 
(Muzaffarabad: Asian News, number 1, volume 23-24), 110.

Statement of Sardar Muhammad Hussain,advocate (Muzaffarabad: Asian News, number 1, volume 23- 
24), 111. I



CONCLUSION

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan was one of the prominent leaders of Kashmir in

early 20^ century. He was bom at a time when the state of Jammu and Kashmir was ruled

by the Dogras. At that time though the Muslims were in majority in the state, they were 
\

living the life of misery and servitude under the Maharaja’s administration. When in the

year 1915, a child was bom in the house of Sardar Alma Khan in district Poonch, no one 

had thought that this little boy would later on shine on the stage of Kashmir and would be 

known as a shining star in the history of Kashmir,

After getting his early education in the state, he went to Lahore for further 

education. From there, he went to London for higher education and on his return, he 

started his career as a public prosecutor in Maharaja’s government, soon he was

promoted to the assistant advocate general in the same administration. By then, he had
I
A

felt that this job was not for him as he could not even bear the biased attitude of the
1I

government. Therefore, he decided to get the Kashmir’s rid of this autocratic Dogra 

. .  . 1 .administration and give them their own identity and freedom in which they could live 

with their own choice. Thus he resigned from government job and in early 1940s, entered 

politics and started the struggle to provide a ground to the Kashmiris for their liberation



and after participating in the elections of Maharaja’s assembly, he became member of

the Assembly on the ticket of Kashmiris’ only political party, named the Muslim

Conference. In this regard, he offered his own house for the resolution of accession of the

state with Pakistan. This was actually first revolutionary step of Sardar Muhammad

Ibrahim Khan against the Dogra administration which later on led to the liberation of half

Kashmir. It seemed to be too difficult to give one’s personal residence for political

purposes at that time when one knew that this step could jeopardize one’s life as well as 
!

family’s but as Sardar Ibrahim had already decided that he would devote his life for the 

people of the state. Thus he presented himself to face all challenges for the liberation of 

the state of Kaslinir. After the approval of this resolution, he secretly went to Pakistan,

established a headquarters in Murree and started to organize movement from Rawalakot, 

Bagh and Muzaffarabad. He had no weapons and no experience but the people who were 

with him had great zeal and determination for the liberation of their homeland. Thus after 

the war with the forces of Maharaja, they were able to establish a revolutionary 

government under the leadership of the same leader.

To overcome the seen and unseen difficulties of a new government, Sardar

Ibrahim started o establish the institutions to run the government affairs and with the

help of public, within six months he was able to establish all important departments

which were necessary to run the government affairs. After that he went to Security 
A

Council to present the issue at international level. In the year 1950, he once again went to 
i-

Security Council and other foreign countries like UK, Turkey and Egypt etc. to present
1

the same issue. On his return, the power politics had started in the state as Gulam Abbas



had been released from jail and many people had hatched conspiracies against Sardar

Ibrahim and toldjto Gulam Abbas that he should be the president of the state because he
I

was the oldest leader of Muslim Conference.

f
Ministry of Kashmir affairs also strengthened this rift between these two oldest 

leaders of Kashmir. As a resuh, Sardar Ibrahim was dismissed from the presidentship and 

this was the starting point of power politics in the state of Azad Kashmir. On the whole 

Sardar Ibrahim had become the president of the state four times in 1947-1950, 1957-
j

1959,1975-1978 and 1996-2001. Rest of his time he was mostly involved in opposition.

From 1960-1966 although it seemed that he left the politics of Kashmir and started his

practice in Lahore High Court but in practice he had not quit politics as in Lahore he

joined the Nafaz-e-Islam Party which was in opposition in Pakistan at that time. In the

meanwhile, he once again visited European and Arab countries to present the issue of 
l

Kashmir in 1964. Upon his return, he started the struggle for the right of self 
j

determination for Kashmiris with the mutual cooperation of K.H.Khurshid and Sardar
i

Abdul Qayum Khan in which he succeeded. He joined four political parties like Muslim
I

Conference, Azad Muslim Conference, Nafaz-e-Islam and Jammu Kashmir People’s
I

Party but it was also fact that he never changed his ideology to liberate the state and to
■A

accede it with Pakistan. Although from very start he had stated that the liberation of half 
I

Kashmir was not their destination and they would continue their struggle till the
j

liberation of whole Kashmir but unfortunately he could not fulfill his desire because of

the tussle of power politics between these two prominent leaders of Kashmir.



The differences between them uhimately damaged the cause of freedom 

movement in Kashmir. The Azad area which was to be used as a base camp for the 

struggle for freedom in Kashmir became a zone of power politics between Gulam Abbas 

and Sardar Ibrahim. He always had said this was his desire to liberate the state and to

accede it with Pa dstan. But with this desire in his heart, he died on July 31, 2003.
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‘ Yours.f a i t h f  u 1 ly i  Ir ̂ ‘

tbhamitiod- Ibrahim  
109;Hackoson Road 

JRav/alpindi ' 
Pakistan
• 1' ^

As s i  s ta^Kb, Acadpmip-^Orpar  ̂ . '  j \} 

,  Esq,. B.A, LL. B, ' . • '
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Ueatis of Agreement

1. The clcccions co the LuRiKlacivo Atiserably of Aaad 
Jammii and Kashmir shall be held in Octohor 1977 wirliin 
10 days after the else Cions' of PakiGtan, — *

2. ■ The existing Azad Jammu and Kashmir Council and 
the Legislative Assembly of Azad Jaininu and Kashinir shall 
be dissolved.

.3. The present President of Azad Jananu and Kashmir,
J Sardar Mohanincd Ibrahim Khan, shall continue as interim 
I President jirovided he does not seek election fnr aiiy 
I of free. In case he does, he shall resign and the power;! 
I of the President shall devolve on the Chief Executive 
 ̂ mentioned in para S-

The Prime Minister, the Ministers, the Advisors 
and the Speakers of the Legislative AsEoinbLv of Azad 
Jamrau and Kashmir arid the Advisors of Azad Jannu and 
Kashrair Council shall cease to hold office.

5. Major General (Retired) Abdul Rehman shall be 
appointed as Chief fjxeeutive of Azad JatniTiu and Kashmir 
and .shall exercise all the powers conferred by the 
Ir.terim Constitution Act 1974 on Lhe Prime Minister.

i 6. The executive authority of the Council shall be 
; exercised by the Chief executive of the Government of 
I I’akis tan.

7. The new As.sembly and Government s!iall be inducted 
within a week after the an'rfounceraent of results of 
elections.

8. Justice Mohoraniad Gul shall be the Chief Election 
Conmii.ssioiior who will .conduct elections on the baai.s 
Ilf ( i IW. o1 1 .'■in 1 ri*1 1  ̂. n f t n r i.ir'darinK tho'ii ( <•
Lhtf uxt eiit* possible under the cirQlllll̂ L̂ance:; .



9. The signatory parties undertake to get th.e interim 
* Constitution and ocher relevctut laws amended througli

the prescribed procedure b y  >^^^Augusc 19 77 to incorporatf 
y arr.m[;GniGnts outlined in paras'l-S and matters connected 
X therexi^ith,'

On behalf of the Azad Kashmir 
Teople Party:

On behalf of All' Jammu an<l Kar.hmir

On behalf of Asad Muslim Conference;

c / :

Rawalpindi

July 1977

r-^ V VfcvT ,'2 h i o

C<10

A -Viu.j

A  ■
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5 • ■. v..-
••l3c,R.s.:r,

Jlesds o f  agreonent b et’.reon I-Tcn'tle I l in is t e r  wlthovit 
P o r t f o l io ,  The P resid en t o f  th e  A31 Ja)a,'!!ii and I>sur,ilr lkTp]1rr 
Ccnfercnce aj:icl the P resid en t o f  tiic .‘.zad Kashsiir CovtfrijD«nt..

X-- 'v  .-C iv i l  Adi3AnlFtr,?tlon o f  -’sad KasrjilT- / j g p ,

( i )  The Asad K ashnlr Cabiiifit s'nn ll fori-t\0-ate pcOic:' 

aiid cE nern lly  su p erv iso  actolni:;tratJ-on In. Asad Kasiunir 

Dciy to  day at!p*Ivil?tratio!i ? h a ll  ''ouevor, be entrustKi- to 

e;:ecv>.tive o ffjc e r ^  vi?,. t ’ne Heads o f  Departircnts who shaT i  

be ^ p creta r ies  to  Covfir'-fiftnt fo r  th e li- r o sp o c t iv c  Df'.p-̂ ;T’i:'.er.

(x j )  'B e s id e s  tlie  r'ends o f  DoTvrtn’cnt?  th e  Â c-d 

•L?;slinir 0ov';rrr-i05it ’7131 hr̂ .ve on?y t!:e fol3o'i.'in^, t\rc :

1 , Secrstar;;, Fi.n'i.ncc  ̂ rcp?-.rtr;':::;t, ajid
2 . Ca :■ o t -;:;o crc r.:irj-.

'I'lie Cahinci. Gee rot ̂ ir;' be:] Id es m i.iita ird n c  record o f  Cr.b:;nct 

proC''5d;‘,h^s w i l l  be dii-crctly re,?non?ib2.c to  t;'.e

'.;ell-i?o.';t.ed v i t h  a J l K-'ittorr c'lr'.ncctcd vJ.tb the n lo b ir c i" "  arC;. 

al? cori’e^rondenco vj.Ut -.he F leb ir -c ito  \dr.uji.t3tri<tcr,

( i l i ?  The dctr.ilE  o f  -;:he r e t  u]) v l l l  be o~

Subject.

1. Lc\f ajid Order, iiiclî dTnr Joils 
r.nd P o lic e ,

2~ Food and C iv i l  
3*jpp lios.

Revenue ( i r c ; l ' > j d -  

i i > S  F o r e sts ,  
C'as-toris) ar:d 
F i J b l i c  ' . ' c rk E 7

4 »■Fi nancG„

5 . l- ie h a b ilita t io n .

6o l ic d ic a l  and 
II s a 1 th .

7 .  Sd w caticn ,

S . ; C abinet - and ? 
P le b is c it e  work.

o f
Sncrf t-^rv.
Cc nr n . p  c  Jor. c r ~  c v d -  
Ci' i v f i' e c r a r y ,

D ji'cctcr  o" Food 
ai’d C iv il Euiir'l.i's 
a:'d £eci’e;:'ir;' tc  
G cvcrrncnt C iv i l  
3urrt'li'3s D o:'tt,
Corr li s " i  onn r-■nr'i- 
Olricf S ecrsta i'y ,

Fin:‘t>.ee LecrGt::ry,

Fcn'blci r

Fevr>Mt« :\r<'. 
:-:jni5t£r.

Tievom^e n:'(’ Fi-'rj-cc- ninist.erc
I 'in l^ to r  c f  f̂r’- 'M l .D lr cc tcr  c f  'J^iliabi- 

l i t r .t in n  and Seorctn i'v  t a t io n .  
n eliab il: t i t i o n  D ep tt.
D irec to r  o f  H ealth  F in ls t e r  o f
O orvices and G ecrotary smd M i’CEtlc'i, 
H ealth  D/^pc.rtinent,
D ir ec to r  o f  3dv.cation  
u Scci'GtarvjEd-acaticn  
Dep
Cabinet ueci'atary.

r i ; i i? t e r  o f  F^;.lth  
and ".i’l’c a t ic n .

5!on ' b lc  r i’T*'y\do-;!.,

( i v ) . . . ,



f
(iv) Ifo ono belovf tne rarJ: of Heart of Denart'~;ent/

Secre^arv s’nall have access ‘oo the ^-Inlst.ei'P ar.d orders to lov;er

|shnll al\;o,ys be corjnimionr.ed throu^p the Her-.d of Departnc-it/

Secretary.
'i
(v) Heads of D  ̂ r'^a'tiientn/Snc-^otarier. shrJ.l r.u'i'̂ 'dv. all

i: :po V t r.n t c?.sc s t o the;I. r I-j:* p i " t err- nd s )i1 n ,'j or orally i:cep fner. 

?y |i.nforned of developnonl.£ Ln ^heir I’cspectlve ooTiarlii'ients,

(\rl) Headr. o f  D*?Dr!rt.por.ts/C5e c r c ' ’:.''.rios vrno . .̂rn a t  n r e s e r it .

i  ^
?/10n. t " d c;nLs 1 d e  Asad 1.0 s !■'.'•d r  rec. ■ yi'■ con {;i^'aio t f ; r e  no 1 v'cr.t,ecl.

•I
;̂ .ut the;/ T-Q̂ 'lci meet thoir I ’J r t ]  s i o r : ^  cncc or ?.'-d piit

C'v-er on vhich orders of !'in;5:i:ern hare to ohtainod*

t'vii) v D ' i n e v e r  n of cinp'- roo3.^^ t/nt c!ii orrler
4 ' Il:y an l!03'‘.'bl0 hinl'ter n^c?V- rov^^ion, he v;oi0.d hrinr^ tno

c^'"e to th-" notiee of th e  C on rlo?ir;?^ "r *;no :-.n hi.r c^ tp^ oity an

fseeretary to tlio Asrd I'nG’ ji'Jr ''lovex’rvi^'nt, '.;i] i o-'deavo'-r '.o

have f;;c rT^atter satir^facto^i!)y riotfied, If nocf:;= snr:', -.;‘i

vrith  tlie Chief i l o M " c l t e  AnvJ.scr Mto

Govor-i^ciit, who will r,l"o t'f; net,if?f^d 'r-^d ’-r̂ rhj.il.v
tG o v n r m o n t  a? their Chi-^f _.dv-? -v3/'„
I

Officcrr. l.o'^.ned t o  K"^vh^r‘ir rtovor\"';-:c^:it cat-

fcrrra^.Ty a y p o in t e d  as C ff ic '- r r i-o D -o r e c l- O . D u ty  v i t h  th e  o f

riot 1 r'ci t e Adviser a;'icl thcir h c r c e r . t;j.n ? inforr.'0.1 y be '; 1 arcd

at the f^isposal of Acad ( ' c v n r  r^icnl- ivho w c - ' J ^ fcri:ir̂ ?l2'

ayv'oint, t'̂ 'on to office by notification in their ovtj* Gazette.

All correspondence of the Arad Kan'---ir Cover :r^cnt :/ltii the 
1

Gecreta^riat of tte Minister -;ithoi-it rovtfolio, OovornjiiGrit of

Tahi.stan, v;ill b^ throiirjh the Chiief Plebiscite Advlsero 
i Pc.-^ /c ^
(ix) a Public Servieey ConuniRsion for Aaad
.*

Kaahniir an h,cc CommitteG 'cca'ictin^ of tlie following; :.:ay co 

ai)i:oiiitecI to futiu'e recruitr;eiit a;vA prot2otio:i? in servioes

in the A::ad 3vas]yair Govor:’U;ieiit.

. CoiM! i fj G loner (Cha irma a )
I
2» Judee of Azad hashnir hish. Coiirt.

3 o T1 ̂e -TIead of the )I>cpar ti•le.̂ it co.icenied.

4. Cabinet Secretary as i:o'.iber<»3ecretary.
—  - —



( i )  adV'i'ic^d to  tho A.K. Gov'll’.

. r r c e l f i c  rurporc?:5 sh ? .l l  be sp cr .l ro r  th o s e  

.-mtl no o t ' ie r .  Ti-ie PaJ'i.'tiAn GovC'i’ j.!Cj'.t D :;ull ci>:±r.Cy 

thO'/iGclvos th e v  hr.vf; b»‘?n r-'-’Oi?';-.’ !;- ? c o ]it .

( i i )  !:o".cyr adv?,p.ccd to tl'.c

S ^ m r a l 5 J-r 'n ts-in -.ilr . shn.l?. bo i;ivcr, ci:!:; '..ho

A J l.'lo v o i’rĵ ô̂ it nas prr;u.’r’  ̂ bv.'l"'? •: ::  ̂ i c

t'ic  0 o v e r ’:>i"'.'3nt as •?. I>i t lic  c-'.l--: o;? fu'-.rtp,

l:he Govei'ci.^ent o f  ra!:\c;f"  tiicuroJ v-:."-

t / n t  the A.r..0c'vorr-i';'iit V') ib.o

prc::c::al:2. F cr thA:; ;:-y  To;- rc?rAo':iic-T

5 tate>;'.e!it o? c.ccr>un.i.:? ,rrcn tlMit '"rovoriiiiOMl;.

( i i i )  Trio no\fe ~VinjJ. lo a n  t l ';0 r^cii'vicc::- 

Cl an 'iccoutifr^ Cor c.3 Accou'i^ ''Icne.'’-:;! 

o f  Azr.d Kris-iinir

n I , D iv ls  io n  o r  fi-uict:lotis i ' . e i : ' . ; ' c i i s  " o ver  i} ian’!, o f  'ii:i '■.:.n, 

t;ia Asnc'l KasViifiir Govct:i';ij-.r;iit a;iO, lij’ts Coj-i'orcT.f^o,

A. I-Lv;;TgHg
✓  ( i } r  c Te i'.c o , ( ColU'' l e  c; co; i t  ri > 1 o vo r A. 3'. I'o

^ ( i i )  •■ c^ntiatlon;' v.'iIh bi. -i. O .1 .1'.

’’'orole:'! j'c'.icy cf

( i v ;  r i^ b llc  I t; ' J.H “ I r: i-V 5 tIMd f  cr<? i  fi? * ' rA  ̂13 ^

(v) ?oci'c\Jn;i-Ion v" '-r:-' ";:u ■
r <1!;: r. 0 i  J. 11; -=. I xor_ r,' f  r  ■::"n t :: r:.

(v3 ) "!oo''i^i’2'\bbnn r’.f ’̂Ib  ='nb" in
coi^neirtion :/j lb  i.iv' j .lrb l''('b L o .

(vbb) Abl r;c ;A vl' b'̂ ;' •:.\‘:bAn l AAs-ibr vALb ro"::;:'d to
-̂’.cb -ir r'.r f c c 4  ~r.d c A v il  s \r ; t 'l ie a

t r " ‘',sr'Ort, L’l'i'jv;-:;; vcC-vi-O ro<iica?-
p .r r ^ M C .”;bt; ? t c  ■

i ■ (v b b ij A ll  oC Ibo ^lAnll:; circ-̂ r̂  tbo
conbrcb or  bb':> A"cnb ".t 0 1 1 " b t,

B, j-AT-r̂ -̂ G t:i:; bu^v:~:‘: e ?  a / - : x o v ^ . ; i: ^ ^ .

 ̂ Ci) fo lA c y  \: ltb  vc- :\dn:i i.V-;r;Ttbc;: :t.n K -;:hni:’ .

( lb )  Co‘̂ ?=rn5. 3\!::orv; " ir'- :■£ "dnl;'.b':'  ̂ion  1;' Xz-a'A
a re :i,

{ lA i)  r ”b l j .c i t : '  wAi:b r c : . t o  :ioLb^'ltiOD ol’ th e  -—
A. K. Gover'i^'-rnt '‘.;_d i t s  :-.dr.;bi?,r, 'cr- tbon ,

/  ( i v )  Actvico to  }l.K . rf±::ho'.'t Voi'iicP.io w:ith r-ŝ P̂-̂ d to  
nosLitbitbony^ !:bth I . f .



Co
Ci)

Clp-)

4  ’

rovelopineiit o f  econoiiiic r e s o x i r c o c  o f  A J ' . a r e a «

11AT-5R5 v;xTHTT7 7113 r uiiviEv/ OF 1013LI!: ccin̂ ^̂ Knirc!;.
P u b l i c i t y  v.dth ror^vrcl t o  r l ^ b l s c i t e  ii">. A . K . a r e n . ^

FiGici u o r k  a n d  piiol i c l t : ’ i n  t:ic o c c i i p i 9 'd.
o r  t h e  St^?.te<>

( i i i )  O r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  i^olitic?.?. ' i c t i v i t e s  i n  t h e  A.II. ajxl 
t h e  I n d i a n  c c c u p i o d  a r e a n  o.f 'ciio St'ite.

( i v )  Prolirjin'iry a r r r ’.n^cM-rints i n  c o i . m o c t i o u  p l . o c i r c l v o .

Cv) O r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  c e n t e s t i n n  t h s  p l e c i r ^ c i t o ^

( v i )  Politic-?.! v/ork a n d  pnV.'licity n n o n s  Kasl!»->ir r e r n r ' j ‘-'C: 
i n  Palcii^tsn.

( v i i )  G e n e r a l  g u i d a n c e  o f  tl:e A.JI.CTOveriii^onfc.

M( v i i i ) A d v i c e  t o  li.M. v : i t h c u t  i T ' o r t r d i o  v:it'p, re.'y;tr-d t o  /  ̂
r ^ i a t i o ^ s  \rith ll.H.C*.!,?. . ■

fpf'
^   ̂ * Ax '  ̂ i

IS \;ith n . H . C . I . r .

(Mohiuiinad Ibrah.lin) (Ghiilan A b b a s )  (!I,.A.Giii’maJii)
P r e s i d e n t ,  K a s i i n i r  G o v t *  P r e s i d e n t  All Jarrj:i-u M i n i s t e r  v/ithoi&

a n d  K a s h a i r  1 lusliiij • FO)’t f o l i o , G o v t  <
o f  Pairi s t a n .



O' _I0
This Clipping From

NEW  YORK. N. Y. 
HERALD TRIBUNE

JAM 2 0 1 8 #
Picture Misideniificd

A picture of Dr. M. D. Taseer, 
United Nations correspondent of 
"The Pakistan, Times,*' was iden­
tified incorrectly in yesterday’s 
New York Herald Tribune through 
error of an air' line as that of 
Sardar Mohammed Tbrahim Khan. 
head of the Azad Clree) 
government.

Dr. Taseer arrived at LaGuardia 
Airport Friday on. the same plane 
with Mr. Ibrahim .iChan, and was 
photographed with the Azad Kash­
mir government head at the air­
port, Mr, Ibrahim Khan came to 
this country to pi’esent his gov­
ernment's claim to control ol 
Kashmii* to the Security Council 
of the United Nations.



APPENDIX NO 10

Photos of Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan in Young Age (1950’s)

Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan in his Last age
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