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ABSTRACT

Migration in Human History has always occupied a special place as a
phenomenon which affects and transforms social structures of the societies. The mode
and nature of these migrations can be different, yet they intensely affect the various
aspects of human life in all its forms. The present study is an effort to look into the
nature, motives and consequences of the Arab migration to Iraq which were initiated
as a result of Arab conquests of these areas. Economic motive were certainly very
vital in initiating this migration, yet there were certain other social and political
motives as well which determined the interest of the migrants to move. The study will
significantly focus on the transformation that the migration brought in the lives of the
Arab migrants. The factors related to the local area had less impact on the migrants;
instead the factors related to their own migratory group laid more vital impact on the
polity of the Arabs.
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Introduction

Generally in search of food and shelter, humans have been migrating since
the earlier ages from the less resourceful areas to lands which are full of affluence.
Apart from seeking material goods, there can be several other reasons as well
behind human migration, for instance some people are forced to flee to other areas
due to the domination of another people on their land, or due to several climatic
factors like drought, flood or earthquake etc. The Arab migratinn to Irag' was a
conscious movement of people made in the hope of gaining huge economic
benefits and a high standard of life.

The Arab migration to Iraq was a direct consequence of the Arab conquest
movement which completed in various stages. Thus migration also was not a
sudden instant move; instead it took several years. The migrants moved in the
form of a tribal army and after a long journey, during which they kept on settling
at different stations, finally planned to settle in the garrison cities of al-Kiifa and
al-Basra. Iraq was a fertile land due to the presence of Tigris and Euphrates rivers.
The Arab migration to Iraq was provoked by different factors, yet the main
motivation was to obtain the economic benefits and to retain the control of the

conquered areas. The army composed of diverse tribes was m-inly interested in

'"The word Iraq was used by the Arabs to denote the land between the Tigris and the
Euphrates. It has been derived from Iraqi-ud-Dalu and Iraqi-ul-Qurbat. Al-Mas*iidi, Al-Hasan ‘All
bin Hussain bin ‘AR, Miruj-ul-Dhahab wa M‘ddan al-Jawahir, vol. 2 (Beirnt: Dar-ul-Undulus,
1965), 43; The southern half of the great plain of Mesopotamia was called by the Arabs as Al-Iraq
meaning the cliff or shore, but it is doubtful how this term came original!v to be applied. The
alluvial plain of Southern half was known by the Arabs as al-Sawad, the Black ground which is
frequently used as synonym to al-Iraq. Ibn Yaqiit, Ma 'ujam-ul-Buldan, vol. 4 (Beirut: Dar-as-Sadr
Publishers, 1977), 93; Le Strange G, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1905), 24.



collecting spoils of war but when caliph ‘Umar decided for them to reside at Iraq;
they complied with the decision gladly. Initially ‘Umar was probably not planning
for permanent settlements but with the passage of time he was ~onvinced of the
need of the long-term garrisons.

The consequences of this migration for the Arabs werc numerous. They
got huge financial benefits as they were expecting, and a major shift came in their
socio-economic structure. The combination of nomadic, semi-noraadic and settled
tribes formed a new urban society in which tribes were lesser important than
political affiliations and economic gains. The tribes cease to v-ork as one unit,
instead the new units of the Kufan and the Basran Arabs emerged. This identity
was stronger than the tribal identity. Another kind of identities of the migrants
were created on the bases of their economic and political position and later on
were further distinguished because of their different response to the increasing
state control.

The different climatic condition and social configuration of lraq also
affected the Arab migrants but only to a slight degree. The migrants had
developed lesser interaction with the locals who kept on residing in their own
villages and towns but the locals who entered the society of the Arabs in the form
of slaves and mawali were gradually assimilated into it. These claves and mawali
played a vital role in the polity of the migrants and influenced the culture and
social outlook of the migrants.

Nonetheless the most significant change that came in the socio-economic
structure of the migrants was the emergence of a strong state and ~onsequently the

shift of their status from independent tribesmen to mere citizen-. The tribesmen,



particularly the nomadic and semi-nomadic, were habitual of ‘eading a free life
independent of any political control. The tribesmen when initially had joined the
conquest movement thought it to be the routine raids of the Arab tribes towards
Irag, the spoils of war of which are meant to be distributed eqnally. They were
unable to comprehend the changing realities of the emergence n" the new Muslim
elite who was keen to form a strong Arab Muslim empire. Migr-nts realized later
that their status has been changed from independent tribal warriors to salaried
regular army due to which the state enhanced its control over them. The migrants
were not ready to share the fruits of their conquests with the newly emerged Arab
state thus they kept on trying to invalidate its control through different means. In
their clash against the state, the migrants tried to manipulate different events in
their favor and played an important role in all the civil wars and political disputes
of the state. At times, they were in a position to dictate their terms to the
government, and at others the government controlled them strictly.

A further vital change that came in the life of the migrants was the shift in
their economic status. Being the conquerors of the new land, they earned hlige
wealth from it in the form of the spoils of war and income being generated from
the conquered areas. They inhabited new cities in Iraq which gave a boost to the
economic activity. Moreover the Arabs were keen to initiate commercial activity
in the form of trade and opening new businesses. They were a!=o eager to bring
reforms in the agricultural sector in order to increase the rcvenue from the
agricultural lands. All this economic activity not only augmentec the wealth of the

migrant Arabs but also led to the development of an urban luxurious lifestyle. It



also created many new jobs for the slaves and mawali ond consequently
crystallized the process of assimilation of the Arabs and the locals.

The present study intends to uncover the motives of the migration in order
to relate it with future changes. It will also look into the nature of this migration
by highlighting its major characteristics. Furthermore, it is also the scope of the
present study to find out the transformation that came in the socio-economic
structure of the migrants as a consequence of migration. The study will try to
unravel the transformation in the life and society of the migrant;. The study will
argue that this transformation was brought largely by the factors associated with
the migratory group and was less affected by the factors associated with the place
of migration.

This study will deal with a period of hundred and twenty years roughly
which includes the period of pious caliphate and the Umayyad dynasty, however
off and on for understanding several historical phenomena, references will be
given from the pre-Islamic and the early period of Islam. The spatial scope of the
study will be confined mainly to Iraq, but there will be certain references of
Arabia and the rest of the Arab empire as well. Iraq was part of the Sassanid
Empire when it was conquered by the Muslim Arabs but in history from time to
time it was also taken over by the Byzantine Empire.

Migration studies usually explore the nature and complexity of the
movement of people, cultures, ideas and objects. Looking at tlie experience of
migration is a latest approach in social history in which the problems and the
cultural transformation of the new settlers as well as the older residents are

analyzed. This approach is applied extensively for the study cf world history



where human migration has revealed several important samples of the
development of civilizations. This concept, if applied on the history of medieval
ages will hopefully disclose significant patterns of development, and gradual
shifts in social, cultural and economic structures of the society. The Arab
migration to Iraq not only affected the demographic proport.on of the newly
conquered areas but also transformed the whole social and econnmic structures of
the migrants.

Problem-oriented approach has been selected for the pres=nt study instead
of source-oriented approach to create present-relevance. In the modern world, the
issues and problems, life patterns and cultural norms of the common men have
gained as much importance as of the political and military elite. The framework of
this study is of the present times as migration is a social expérience and it has
created several problems of social, economic, political and cultural adjustments in
the modern societies, hence finding similar prototypes in the past will be helpful
in creating a better understanding of the present.

It was considered vital to limit the scope of the present study to one aspect
in order to gain a better understanding of the pheﬁomcnon. Thus this study
exclusively deals with the changes that came in the life of the migrants alone and
has ignored the impact of migration on locals. Although thcre is a general
discussion on locals but that is in the reference of the Arab migrants and their

relations with the locals.



Literature Review

Migration has been studied under various disciplines. In historical studies,
migration has been mostly seen in the context of world migraticn or migration of
Barbarian races in Europe. There is an enormous literature ava;lable on different
kinds of migration but it is largely irrelevant with the presert study. A few
migration theories and frameworks are certainly helpful and tht's they have been
discussed in detail in chapter 1.2 On the other hand, the hr:ge migration of
Muslims towards the areas they conquered has been seen rarely in literature. In
this context there could be found a few works which have diccussed the Arab
migration. For instance Khalil Athamana has partially touched the issue of the
Arab migration to Iraq in his article “A‘rab and Muh3jirtin in the Environment of
Amsar”? Athamana argues that in the Islamic law, the status of muhdjir was
always higher than those who never migrated. The concept initially began with
certain sayings of the Prophet (PBUH) who encouraged migration to Medina
mainly in order to increase the fighting force of Muslims in Medina. Later on
when the front of Syria and Iraq was opened, the same ahadith were propagated
again in order to encourage the nomad tribes to migrate. The word a ‘rébiyya or
a‘rab was used for those who never migrated. Khalil believes that the status of
a’rab was always considered lower than the muhaiirin. Gradually this resulted
into the formation of distinction between a ‘rabiyya and muhajirin. Moreover he

argues finally that the migration and settlement of tribes in /msar (garrisons)

2 See chapterl, part 1.

* Khalil Athamana, “A‘rab and Muhajiriin in the Environment of Amsar” in Studia
Islamica 66, (1987): 5-25.



“contributed to the disunity of the tribe[s] and the state became more powerful.
Athamana has chosen a very under researched area for his study which incites to
prompt more into the issues of migration into the garrisons but unfortunately does
not provides any more significant analysis on the subject.

Yusuf Fadl Hasan chose to work on the “Main Aspects of the Arab
Migration to Sudan”.’ The study if not directly relevant is significant in finding
out the patterns of the Arab migration towards the western border. As is obvious
Hasan began his study of the Arab migration with a discussion on the Arab
conquests towards the west. The Arab migration to Sudan was different in its
nature from the Arab migration to Iraq as it was not a sudden migration of
thousands of army men; instead the Arabs mainly began to move to Sudan in the
Abbasid period. Although the Arabs had initially migrated to parts of Egypt as
soldiers but they moved to Sudan only when they lost their privileges and their
names were cut off from the register as regular soldiers by caliph al-Mu‘tasim to
be replaced by the Turks. This policy of al-Mu‘tasim encouraged the Arabs to
migrate further towards Sudan in the beginning of the ninth century. As far as the
motives of this migration were concerned, the Arzbs were attracted by the
economic opportunities available at Sudan in the form of slavé trade and gold
mining activities. Hasan has also given significant proportion to the issues of
assimilation and concluded that the Arabs specially the tribes of Rabi‘a
intermarried and intermingled with the local people of Sudan. Many similarities of

the Arab migration to Sudan can be created with the Arab migr-tion to Iraq. Yet

“Ibid, 24.

3Yusuf Fadl Hasan, “Main Aspects of the Arab Migration to Sudan” in Arabica 14, fasc.
1 (Feb., 1967):14-31.



as the subject matter differs greatly, there is no direct relevance of the study of the
Arab migration to Sudan with the present work.

In the same way Chase F. Robinson has discussed the issues of settlement
in northern Mesopotamia after the Muslim conquests in his book, Empire and
Elites after the Muslim Conquests: The Transformation of Northern
Mesopotamia.? He has focused the post-migration structures. His technique is also
quite different and instead of exploring the broad patterns, he hias studied some
selected issues. Robinson “interweaves history and historiography” and explores
the historical problems by applying methods of internal .criticism. While
discussing the post-migration period, Robinson takes into account the
administrative and political structures of al-Jazira and al-Misal. He has further
explored some questions of settlement, construction of cities and administrative
transformation of garrisons into the cities. Robinson has also highlighted the
changing role of the Christian and the Muslim ruling elite in northern
Mesopotamia. He however has given less importance to social transfonnation.or
effects of administrative changes on the society. Likewise he has =xplored the role
of the Christian and the Muslim elite but has not brought into light the interaction
between the locals and the Arabs which would be the focus of the present study.
Robinson has tried to explore the occurrence of migration and has given more
importance to settlement and post-migration changes. He howec er has narrowed
down his work only to northern Mesopotamia and has avoif:d including the

discussion of lower Mesopotamia that is Iraq. The pattern of soc ety and polity in

®Chase F. Robinson, Empire and Elites afier the Muslim Conquests: The Transformation
of Northern Mesopotamia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000).



both these areas were relatively different, thus Robinson although provides an
insight into post migration structures but has rarely touched thc Arab migration to
Iraq.

On the other hand, while exploring the general literature on Muslim
history, it appears that the migration of the Arab tribes towards thc areas of former
Byzantine and Sassanid Empires was an obvious and notable event in the early
Muslim history and almost all works of historiography on this period have dealt
with the issue in one form or the other. Migration was a parallel process to the
conquests and corresponded with each other. Most of the historians of Muslim
history, however have failed to develop the relationship between the conquests
and the migration. William Muir, for instance, in his book The Caliphate, its Rise,
Decline, and Fall’ considers that migration preceded the Arab conquests. He was
of the view that the Arabs migrated in a massive number for the desire of gaining
rich spoils of war and availing the opportunities lying in the rich and fertile lands
ahead. The present study argues that migration was a gradual process which went
parallel to the Arab conquests. The major part of the conquests of Iraq was over
before the Arabs settled at al-Kiifa and al-Basra and another wave of conquests
towards Iran and Khiirasan began after their settlement at the garrisons.

Some of the historians have further raised the issue of cultural
amalgamation of the Arabs and the non-Arabs which happened as a natural
consequence of migration yet they have not explored the nature ond the process of

this amalgamation. Joseph Hell in his work The Arab Civiliz. tion® argues that

7 William Muir, The Caliphate, its Rise, Decline, and Fall (Edinburgh: John Grant, 1915).

8 Joseph Hell, The Arab Civilization, tr., S. Khuda Bukhsh (Cambridze: W. Heffer &
Sons Limited, 1925).
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majority of the soldiers took their wives, slaves and clients a'ong with them.
Migration inculcated a habit of settled people amongst the nomad Arab tribes and
they desired to acquire land in newly conquered a1’§as. The decision of ‘Umar to
discourage any such effort and to encourage the local populati(‘\n to stay in the
administrative posts which they held earlier, failed the designs of the Arabs for the
time being. Most of the trained persons of the new administration were the non-
Arabs which led to a closer contact and integration between the Arabs and the
non-Arabs and cultural borrowing began. Hell however did not develop the
argument further.

On the other hand some studies have placed their focus on the cultural
aspect of the migration as Marshall Hodgson for instance in his book The Venture
of Islam: A Short History of Islamic Civilization® believes that the effects of
migration were different in different regions. The older elements in Iraq were
replaced and the Arab merchants happily migrated and penetrated in Iraq as they
saw benefits in those areas. He further argues that after the settlement, customs
and traditions of the Muslim Arab life dominated the new lands. Hodgson also
though did not explore the process of this cultural domination. Likewise he also
believes that smaller tribes had lost their importance and larger tribal blocs were
formed. He yet was not able to comprehend a new social structv‘re and grouping

based on new economic and political interests.

Marshall G. S. Hodgson, The Venture of Islam: A Short History of Is!amic Civilization,
vol.1 (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1961).
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In the same way, Patricia Crone in her book Slaves on Horses: The
Evolution of Islamic Polity'® has talked about a new kind of gronping which was
different from the tribal grouping. She argues that this new grcup had emerged
from the military and administrative division of al-Kiifa and al-Bagra into fourths
and fifths. She believes that these military regiments formed the basis of new
identity in Iraq. The leader of the tribe was in fact a military !eader, not a tribal
chief. Yet she talked about the local factions as well which she thinks emerged as
more powerful than the local army. Probably here she was confusing the concept
as the local factions had essentially emerged from the Iraqi army and not from
outside it.

Subsequently there is a group of literature of early Muslim history which
has focused on the early Muslim conquests. Some of them have slightly touched
the consequent settlement in the new areas as well. These works are probably the
most relevant with the present study as conquests was the first step towards
migration. For instance, Hugh Kennedy in his book The Armies of the Caliphs:
Military and Society in the Early Islamic State gives his opinion that the ridda
wars were fought purely for religious purposes though it became the first step of
the Arab conquests and expeditions. He also believes that there were a lot of
opportunities for those who left Arabia for a new homeland. Kennedy considers
migration as a planned movement which took place due to the mi'itary expeditions
followed by later waves of migration. He further argues that in al-Jazira, the

settlement of tribes did not involve the abandonment of nomadic way of life but it

"®Patricia Crone, Slave on Horses: The Evolution of Islamic Polity (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1970).
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happened in Iraq. He also claims that there were no Arab settlem2nts outside Iraq,
Fustat and a small garrison town in Alexandria. As far as the cultural influences
were concerned, Kennedy stated that the spread of Islam and Arabic language was
slow in the newly conquered areas.'' Kennedy however unfortunately did not
develop the argument further. As he was mainly concerned with the military
history, he could not present a deeper analysis on the issues of migration and
settlement.

A few of the works on conquests have tried to explore the nature and early
stages of migration. For instance Fred M. Donner in his work The Early Islamic
Conquests'? argues like Kennedy that the Arab migration was the result of a
planned and pre-arranged process therefore it was different from certain other
migration. While talking of the pattern of the settlement he cencluded that the
non-military element in the immigrants was very few, and a limited number of
children and women were accompanied. The Arab tribes established their camps
in Iraq even before the completion of its conquest and al-Kiifa was selected as a
new place for settlement. Al-Kiifa was constructed according to a proper planning
and many of the Arab soldiers married the local women. The main focus of
Donner however is on conquests, not on the migration. Moreover he has only
taken into account the pattern of settlement in Iraq and certain other areas but has
given no information about the motives and effects of the Arab migration to Iraq.

Thus the literature on conquests has seen migration mostly in the backdrop of the

""Hugh Kennedy, The Armies of the Caliphs: Military and Society in the Early Islamic
State (London: Routledge, 2001).

"2Fred McGraw Donner, The Early Islamic Conquests (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1981).
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conquests and hardly dealt with the implications of these migrotions. The present
study intends to highlight these issues. The present study is an effort to
exclusively focus the occurrence of migration and its implications on the migrants.

Another kind of literature also exist which although has not discussed the
conquests or the migration but has focused the post-migration structure of Iraq. M.
Morony was one of those historians who have studied Iraq in very detail.
Fortunately he has based his work Iraq after the Muslim Corgquest™ on post-
migration Iraq. Morony emphasizes upon the themes of cultural interaction of
locals and the new Arab migrants. He has given special reference to the earlier
Arabs living in Iraq. He further argues that some of these Arabs were made
prisoners and later turned into mawali. The Sedentary Arabs living in Iraq made
peace with the new Arab migrants, continued their customs and were not
dislocated. While dealing with the influence of local culture cn the Arabs, he
further argues that the Arabs retained some of their cultural features and total
assimilation was prevented. Thus he provides valuable information about post-
migration Iraq yet the framework he adopted was different. Morony focuses on
the themes of change and continuity and he takes the units of Late Sassanid and
early Muslim period in Iraq in order to measure the amount of continuity or
change. He is of the view that there was continuity in late Sassanid and early
Muslim period. Morony concludes that there was continuity in the customs and
traditions of all ethnic and religious groups who lived in Iraq. He tries to
synthesize the discussion and concluded that the earlier traditions of various

groups living in Iraq were transferred or were adopted by the Arab migrants as

¥ Morony, M, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest (Princeton: Princeton | ',iversity Press,
1984).
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they interacted with these people. He believes that in this way almost all of the
Sassanid administrative and cultural practices continued into th:c Muslim period.
He also sorted out continuity in change. The change that Sassanid had begun was
taken up and continued by the Muslims. Thus he has not exclus’vely focused the
changes that came in the life of the Arab migrants which the pre~-nt study intends
to carry out.

Apart from the literature which has seen early Muslin; history from a
topical view of either conquests or regional view of measuring tr-nsformation in a
particular region, another literature is present which has taken up the issue of
conquests, migration and post-migration issues into account ir the format of a
general chronological discussion of early Muslim rule. For instance Shaban in his
book Islamic History: A. D. 610-750 (4.H.132): A New Interpretation’ discusses
in detail the post migration structure of Iraq without emphasizing the event of
migration itself. He analyzes the situation at Iraq particularly mentioning the
various groups that were formed there. He tries to give a new interpretation of the
qurra’ of Iraq and in his view the qurra’ were the people of the settled
communities, Madina, Makkah and Taif. Moreover he believes that most of the
people of the Madina and Makkah had gone back, thus those tribes who had been
loyal to the Muslims in ridda wars apart from the Madinans and Makkans
acquired the nomenclature of qurra’ to distinguish th;m from ohl-ul-Qadisiyya.
The present study will not challenge this assumption of Shaban however it will try

to present a deeper analysis based on the earlier assumption of Shaban. The

“M. A. Shaban, Islamic History: A. D. 610-750 (A.H.132): A New Iterpretation
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1971).
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present study concludes that the qurra’ probably had mainly dcrived their identity
from the ‘people of the villages’ but due to the support of so"*xe religious men
amongst them tried to manipulate religious symbols to exert mo-¢ pressure on the
authorities. The present study further concludes that the id~ntity of ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya was stronger than the identity of qurra’ as the later cculd not last for a
longer time.

The present study will exclusively focus the different aspects of migration.
The study will give due importance to the phenomenon of migration itself and will
try to explore the nature of this migration along with finding out its major
motives. Moreover it will highlight the problems of early settlement as well as the
implication of migration on the social, political and economic structure of the
migrants. The study will particularly highlight the post-migration structure of the
migrant’s society and will try to measure the changes which migration brought in

their lives.

Methodology
This research will employ the traditional research sources in Muslim
history as well as the non-traditional sources. For the present ressarch, Inductive
analytical approach has been adopted however sever2l frames of reference would
be taken from the earlier historical and sociological works on migration. The data
of the sources of Muslim history provides very little guidance abcut social history

and particularly about migration studies thus there is a need to ue new research

techniques along with the inductive research method. Theref:re quantitative
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research methods through statistically analyzing thﬁ data would also be used for
the study, where required. “
A Note on the Primary Sources

The early Muslim history was formed out of the amalgamation of some
already existing branches of knowledge of the Arabs with ncwly developed
branches of knowledge initiated by the Muslims. The early form of literature that
grew in the Muslim civilization can be precisely used as a source of history even
if it is not a piece of historiography itself. One of such pre-Islamic sciences was
the science of genealogy. It was not only orally preserved but could also be found
in several YamanT inscriptions and written material. After the coming of Islam, a
general trend was to give less importance to genealogy in order to promote
equality but there emerged another serious theological concern which enhanced
the importance of genealogy. The Muslim law emphasizes upon the importance of
knowing the correct parentage of a child and does not even allow changing the
real name of the parents of the adopted children. The purpose was to discourage
fornication and illegal sexual relations. This indirectly augmented the significance
of preserving genealogy and many scholars wrote genealogies in the early period
of Islam.

Some earlier genealogists includes Muhammad bin al-Kalbt (d.763), who
collected tribal pedigree to form a comprehensive account, Hisham bin
Muhammad al-Kalbt (d. 819), who followed his father and improved upon his

work, Mu‘sab al-Zubayri (d. 847), and Al-Haythars 5in ‘Adt (.821)."> While

BA. A. Duri, The Rise of Historical Writing Among the Arabs, ed., and tr., Lawrance 1.
Conrad (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1983), 51-4.
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exploring the lineage of the Arab tribes for the present study, several books of
Ansah have been consulted for gathering data about different tribes, Genealogy
was certainly not the central theme of the study yet it was important to provide a
basic knowledge of the tribal ancestry and lincage. Al-Ansab’] of Sam‘ani, Al-
Isaba’” of 1bn Hajr, Ansab-ul-Ashraf®® of Baladhurl and Jupthara Ansdb-ul-
‘Arab'® of Ibn Hazm were quite useful in providing the detailéd gencalogies of

=20

some persons, yet Ibn Khaldin™ was the most significant sourfe in providing a

general understanding of the tribal pedigrees. Ibn Khaldiin has ndqt only provided a
detailed discussion on the genealogy of the different Arab tribes but also provided
a brief account of the places where these tribes lived and threw light on their finest
characteristics. Likewise Marij-ul-Dhahab of Mas‘0di™ was also relevant in
providing such information. Ibn Athir’s 41-Kamil,” again not a work of genealogy

provided very valuable information about pre-Islamic tribes and specially their

ayyam.

“Muhammad bin Mangiir Al-Sam'ani, Al-Ansab, ed., Mohammad *Abdul Qadir Ata, vol.
1 (Beirut: Dar-ul-Kutb al-lmig, 1998).

"lbn Hajr al-*Asqaldnt, Al-Iséba fi Tamiz-ul-Sahdba, vol. 1, 3, 7 (Beirut: Dar-ul-Kutb al-
Arabi, n.d.).

" Ahmad bin Yahys Bal&dhuri, Ansab-ul-Ashrdf, ed., Sohall Zekar and RT3 Zarkali, vol.
1, 6{Beirut: Dar-ul-Fikr, 1996).

"Muhammad AIF bin Ahmad bin Sa*Td Ibn Hazm, , Jumhara Ansdb-ul-Arab (Beirut,
Dar-ul-Kutb al-Timia, 2003).

2% Abdul Rehm3n bin Muhammad bin KhaldGn, Tarikh-1bn Khaldiin, vol. 2 (Beirut: Dar-
vl-Fikr, 1979},

1 Al-Hasan “AlT bin Husayn bin ‘AT al-Mas*ad¥, Miiryj-ui-Dhahab wa A adan al-
Jowahir, vol. 1, 2 (Beirut: Dar-ul-Undulus, 1965).

#Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Abdul Karim bin Athir, A%-Kamil f* 1-Tarikh, vol. 1-4
{Beirut: Dar-ul-Sadar, 1965).
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The ayyam of the Arabs was also a branch of knowledge that existed in
pre-Islamic Arabia. This ayydm was recorded in the form of poetry as well as oral
narratives. According to Duri, Iraqi school of historical thought was particularly
influenced by Ayyam-ul-‘Arab. This school prevailed in Ir>q and important
representatives of this perspective are Abii Mikhnaf (d. 744), A‘wana bin al-
Hakam (d.764), Sayf bin al-‘Umar (d.796), Nasr ibn Muzdhim (d. 827) and al-
Mada’in (d. 839). |

There was a school of thought who was equally influerced by the hadith
method of chain of transmitters but was keen to spread the details of the battles of
the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions. Waqidi was probably the first real
historian to write maghazi which was a mixture of sira and ayyam. Waqidi was
not particularly very relevant for the present study but the trend to write maghazi
encouraged the future historians to record different battles fought by the Muslims.
The Futith-al-Buldan of Baladhuri®* provides very significant information about
the conquests and the subsequent events. Baladhurt was however strictly not a
maghazi writer, instead he chose to follow up a quite different method to write his
history. The Muslim historians of early centuries were free to make experiments
with their style, form and content probably because of the lack of any strict
epistemological tradition and institutionalization of the discipline of history. Thus
BaladhurT has divided his content into the conquests of different cities but he
never stops there. After providing detailed information about the conquests of a

particular region, he continues his narrative and present data about the different

PDuri, The Rise of Historical Writing, 41-50.

*Ahmad bin Yahya Al-BaladhairT, Futiah-al-Buldan, ed., Rizwan bin Rizwan (Beirut:
Dar-ul-Kub al-IImia, 1983).
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characteristics of that region. In this regard, he was very helpful in providing
details about the decision to settle at al-Kiifa and al-Basra. He also relates some
facts about the climate of these areas, along with adding up details of the different
canals dug in the area, properties being sold or bought and any other economic
activity that he could gather. This information was extrémely helpful in
determining the economic activity of the migrants and in findirg the climatic and
environmental problems of the area.

More details about conquests were provided by the most extensive
narrative written on the early Muslim history by Tabar in his Tarikh-ul-Rusul wa
1 Mulik.” TabarT also was not simply a maghazT writer but could be safely called
a historian who used multiple traditions in order to provide all possible
explanations of a single event. Moreover, he was stréct in the use of isnad and was
very particular about the authenticity of his sources. He again adopted a slightly
different style and unlike Baladhuri, his framework of study was confined to strict
chronology. Tabarl has discussed the events year by year. Apart from providing
information about several Muslim conquests, Tabar portrays a complete picture
of the political developments of the Iraqi garrisons. Fortunately most of the
sources that Tabarl consulted were from the Iraqi school of thought thus he
provides detailed data about the garrisons, however there appcared a huge gap
after the revolt of Ibn al-Ash‘ath,2® when he redirects his attention from Iraq to
Khiirasan. The present study offers an explanation for this historiographical shift.

It argues that the revolt of Ibn al-Ash‘ath was the last show of power by the ahl-

*Aba Ja‘far Muhammad bin Jarir al-Tabari, Tarikh-ul-Rusul wa ‘| Mul:ik, vol. 1-2 (Lugd.
Bat. Brill, 1964).

*See chapter 4 for details.
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ul-Qadisiyya. Hajjaj was not only successful in curbing the last powerful revolt by
Ibn al-Ash‘ath but also eliminated all krawdrij elements. Nothing significant was
happening at Iraq that TabarT would have considered worthless to record. Later on
TabarT narrated a few incidents of minor revolts in Iraq but has concentrated his
discussion on Khiirisan which had become a centre of power and where all
conquests activity was going on. Khiirfisan had also become imnortant as it later
emerged as the centre of the Abbasid revolution, -‘

Another less renowned but equally important source of history consulted
for this study was al-Futih of Kifi 2 Although titled as al-Futii], it was also not
particularly related with the details of battles. Kufi followed a loose chronological
pattern and narrated the events with the title of Akhbar or khabar of any particular
event. Being a resident of al-Kiifa, he had more access to the information of Iraq.
Thus he talks in detail about the situation at [raq, particularly about qurra’, the
civil wars of Jamal®® and Siffin and about khawdrij.

The genealogical studies, already mentioned, promoted the growth of
another kind of literature that was of writing biographical dictionaries. Some
genealogical works actually jumped from the genre of genealegy to biography.
Later on, this took the shape of Tabagdar mainly pioneered by Ibn Sa‘d who wrote
Al-Tabagdt-ul-Kubra.” Tabaqat literature was an innovation witliin narrating the

biographies and Ibn Sa‘d wrote the biographies in the form of layers. These layers

7 Abit Muhammad Ahmad bin A‘thim al-KQf¥, al-Furih, ed., N*alm 7iirzdr, vol. 1-4
{Beirut: Dar-ul-Kub al-limia, 1936).

*The battle of Jamal was fought in which ‘Ayi’sha , the wife of the Prophet (PBUH) and
Talha and ZubaTr, two of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) fought against *All, the caliph of
the Arab empire at that time.

PMuhammad Ibn Sa'd, 4/-Tabagdr-ul-Kubra, ed., Hamza al-Nagrini, ‘Abdul Hafiz
Farghalt and * Abdul Hamid Miistafa, vol. 3, 5, 6, 7 {Cairo: Al-Maktabat-ul-Qay~mat, n.d.) .
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mainly represented the different generations while the unit of differentiating
between different layers was inspired by hadith studies. Thesc hiographies were
aimed at relating the details of people who were ravi of traditiors either from the
Prophet (PBUH), his companions or scholars of later generations. Thus basically
the first tabaga was comprised of those who narrated hadith from the Prophet
(PBUH), the second tabaga included the men who related trcditions from the
famous companions for instance ‘Umar, ‘Uthman and °‘Alf, .the third tabaga
represented those who narrated hadith from people like ‘Abdiillah bin ‘Umar and
‘Abdiillah bin ‘Abbas and this practice is followed till the last tabaga. Ibn Sa‘d
was very helpful in providing a general picture of the population of al-Kiifa and
al-Basra over the years. This was however particularly important as it finally
offered a rough sketch of the tribal composition of migrants at Iraq. For
biographical details, al-Dhahabi and Ibn Athir have also been used; both have
written histories but at the end of every year provided brief biographies of the
people who had died in that particular year.

Apart from all these benefits that the sources of Muslim history offer, it
was not an easy job to deal with these sources and to ask the questions of choice.
There were several questions on which the sources of Muslim history were silent.
For instance, the identity of qurra’ was not explicitly stated in any of the
important sources. An idea has been drawn by interpreting the different references
of qurra’ yet it creates confusion or contradiction at times. Lil-ewise it became
very difficult to find out the details about the identity of khayrij. Despite the

existence of huge literature on biographies, the biographical (etails of earlier
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khawarij are usually missing in all important sources.”® Likewice the sources of
Muslim history explicitly do not inform us about the motives of Arab migration to
Iraq specially there is no visible information on the issue of moti+es of individual
migrants. An indirect method of inquiry was chosen to dig out the relevant
answers. It was thought better to find out the characteristics of tribes in pre-
Islamic Arabia in order to ultimately know the possible reasors and factors of
motivation for migration.
Theoretical Framework

This study does not strictly confine itself to any particular theoretical
framework; instead it has tried to develop a framework of its own certainly
followed by elements taken from already existing theories in order to form a better
understanding of the phenomenon of Arab migration to Iraq. This framework will
be drawn from the factual data gathered by the narrative sources of Muslim
history. The main task of this study is to look at the Arab conquests, settlement
and post-settlement happenings in Iraq from the perspective of migration. As it
has already been discussed in literature review that the conquests and its effects,
the development of future polity and other related topics have been repeatedly
discussed in the literature on early Muslim history; thus the aspect that was

missing was to view it from the perspective of migration.

**The people who had a negative image are difficult to find in the historical sources. For
instance al-Dhahabl has given year by year biographies of all important men who die in that
particular year. But he has omitted the biographies of those khawdrij who die in the battle of
Nehrwan while fighting against Ali. Similarly Asad-al-Ghaba of Ibn Athir and Tahdhib-ul-
Tahdhib of Tbn Hajr does not provide any clue about the identities of early khawdrij. Al-Dhahab,
Tartkh-ul-Islam, ed., ‘Umar ‘Abdul Salim Tazmirf vol. 3(Beirut: Dar-ul-Kitab-ul-Arabi, 1987),
1bn Hajr al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib-ul-Tahdhib, vol. 7 (Hydrabad Deccan: Majlis-ul-Marif, 1326AH);
Muhammad bin Muhammad bin ‘Abdul Karim Ibn Athir, Asad-ul-Ghaba fi-Ma ‘rifdt-al-Sahdba,
ed., Ghar-ul-Din Abi-al-Hasan and Muhammad bin ‘Abdul Karim, vol. 1 (Ieirut: Dar-ul-Ahya,
n.d.).
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The events and its implications appeared new when seen from the eyes of
migration studies. Migration studies have almost attained the status of an
independent discipline following its own parameters and methodologies. The
amalgamation of history and migration studies has also been t‘sted before. The
novel point in the present study is to mix up the migration stud‘es with the early
Muslim history, a venture rarely attempted. It opened up a wholly new perspective
in the literature of the early Muslim history.

Hence migration provided the basic frame of reference for this study, yet
the study has not exclusively applied any single migration theory or not even tried
to combine two or more theories together to develop its theoretical framework.
These theories have been analyzed in detail’' concluding that the existing
theoretical frameworks of migration studies are insufficient to explain the
phenomenon of Arab migration to Iraq. It has been observed that most of the
theoretical works on migration have been formulated on the basis of data gathered
from some modern or western migration. These theories seem unable to grasp the
nature, motives and implications of a medieval migration. Although a few of these
theories have partially talked about ancient and medieval migration®? yet there are
no structured laws formulated for its study. The other alternate was to find out the

pattern of Arab migration to Iraq without confining it to any existing theory. The

*'See section 1 of chapter 1.

“William McNeill, “Human Migration in Historical Perspective™ in Population and
Development Review10, no. 1 (Mar., 1984): 1-18; Robert E. Park, “Human Migration and the
Marginal Man” in The American Journal of Sociology 33, no.6 (May, 1928), 851-893; Also see the
detailed discussion in chapter 1.
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present study has made an effort to identify the salient features of the Arab
migration to Iraq in the first chapter.”

Apart from the framework of migration, Arab migration to Iraq can be
seen from a variety of perspectives. For instance .ii could be studied from the
perspective of the relation between the Arabs and the locals and the level of
cultural assimilation and social interaction of the two people. M gration moreover
could be studied as an incident which resulted in the importation of Arabic
language and Islam to the conquered areas. Arab migration to Iraq could also be
analyzed from the perspective of changes and problems that the locals had to face
due to this migration or simply how it changed the demographic proportion and
administrative setup of the already existing society. The presert study however
particularly has seen the Arab migration to Iraq from the perspective of migrants
alone. It has concerned itself with the issues of the reasons behind the migration,
the motives of the migration, the forces which pushed the migrants to migrate, the
problems in their adjustment and the changes that migration brought in their lives.
As far as the implications of migration are concemed, the Arab migration to Iraq
could be seen from its social, cultural, religious, economic, political, cosmological
and psychological aspects and so on and so forth. The study definitely was unable
to cover each and every change that came in the life of migrants, thus it has
focused more on the political and economic changes probably because the
political and the economic changes were the most notable and visible. Political
and economic factors act as a dynamic for social change thus somehow the study

deals with the social change as well. Some climatic factors and a few issues of

% See section 2 of chapter 1.
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interaction and assimilation of migrants with the locals have also been taken up.
The researcher hopes that future research will be conducted cn finding out the
varied aspects of implications of this migration. Similarly there s also a need to
look into the Arab migration to Iraq from certain different perspectives.
Key Concepts and Terminologies

Some general concepts and terminologies have been used in a particular
reference. It was felt important to elucidate that particular conne‘ation here. ‘Arab
migration to Iraq’ has been used only for that migration which occurred as a result
of Arab conquests of Iraq, and it also included all kinds of later Arab migration to
Iraq till the end of the Umayyad period. The previous migration of pre-Islamic
Arabia and later migration of Abbasid period are not the scope of this study.
Likewise the term ‘the migrants’ refers to the Arab migrants to Iraq. Some of the
Arabs who had migrated earlier in the pre-Islamic period had also joined and
settled with the migrants coming along with the conquest, thus the word, ‘the
migrants’ at times includes those earlier migrants as well as the later migrants who
kept on pouring in throughout the Umayyad period. ‘Arab conquest movement’
was also exclusively used for those waves of conquest which occurred after the
emergence of Islam and mostly during the period of the first four caliphs, however
‘Arab conquests’ has also been used for later conquests regulated from the
garrisons. ‘The Arabs’ or ‘the Arab tribes’ has been used for all nomadic, semi-
nomadic or settled population of Arabia. The terminology of ‘the Arab state’
denotes the early Muslim state, initially formed by the Prophet (PBUH) and
succeeded by the first four caliphs and then the Umayyad. Likewise ‘the Arab

army’ meant those military units which have been sent by the Arab state and were
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1

later regulated by it. Some of the Arabic terminologies have been translated which
although spoils the real texture of the content, yet provides an ea<y understanding
to the reader. Thus the word governor has been used for amir, financial agent for
the original word amir-i-kharaj, commander of the army for amir-harb, officers
for ‘ammal, tribal chief for rais al-qabila etc. similarly some of the very common
words like caliph, Umayyad, Abbasid, Kufan and Basran have | cen anglicized as
is practiced in majority of the literature on Muslim history. ¢ !though the title
contains the dates in AD, the study will give most of its dates in hijri era as have
been mentioned in the sources. It has been observed that due to the differences of
days and years in both calendars; it becomes faulty at time to convert the dates,
thus it was thought better to mention the original dates. On the other hand, the
time before the Hijri calendar began have been given in AD or‘BC. Similarly the
dates given on the works cited or quoted have not been changed.

A Note on Transliteration

The transliteration system of Islamic Studies has been Adopted which is a
research journal, issued from Islamic Research Institute of International Islamic
University. However in words like al-Kiifa, al-Basra, Balqa,-the ‘h” has been
omitted which is originally mentioned in the transliteration system for “ha” as “a”
seems sufficient to denote “ha”. Moreover “alif’ is always mentioned by a.
However certain established spells like Makkah and Abdullah have not been
changed. The anglicized words have not been transliterated. Likewise the names
of the authors, who write their names in English and do not ‘ransliterate their
names, have not been transliterated. On the other hand, the : nthors of Arabic

books and their titles have been transliterated. The names of publisher and
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publication cities have also not been transliterated. In the same way the

transliterated spells have been followed for the anglicized words.
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Chapter 1
Nature of the Arab Migration to Iraq:
1.1 Theories of Migration

Migration is a human experience which affects the psychological,
ecological, demographic, social, economic and political life of the people. It
determines a change in the traditions, behaviors, norms, and customs of the
society. One of the very broader definitions of migration links t>=> phenomenon of
migration with “a permanent or semi permanent change of residence”.' Yet
migration is being studied in detail under various disciplines and has been defined
accordingly. For instance, for ecologists like Hugh Dingle and V. Alistair Drake,
migration is an important population phenomenon and it can be explained in terms
of “population outcomes (dynamics, trajectories, displacements) the answer to the
question, what is migration? includes all the consequences of migration for the
dynamics of population and the relationships between them™>. :

From a sociological perspective, migration is a movement which affects
the relationships between individuals or group to which they belong. Richard
Startup defines social migration as “any instance of geographical movement of
individuals or groups relative to one another, or any instance of the geographical

movement of a group, which has consequences for group structure”.’

'Everett S. Lee, “A Theory of Migration” in Demography 3, no.1 (1956): 49.

2Hugh Dingle and V. Alistair Drake, “What is Migration?” in Rio Science 57, no.2
(2007): 119.

*Richard Startup, “A Sociology of Migration” in The Sociologica! Quarterly 12, no. 2
(Spring, 1971): 177.
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The present research is dealing with migration from a historical
perspective, thus it is very important to see migration as a spatial and temporal
process. From a historical point of view, human beings have been migrating since
earlier times. By 8000 BC, a great migration had been completesl which resulted
in the growth of cultures and civilizations.* Civilizations had cxpanded either by
conquest or by migration. By about 2000 BC, the civilizations had matured and
different “patterns of human migration” had emerged.> McNeill distinguishes four
possible forms or patterns of migration. They are

1. Radical displacement of one population by another as a result of
systematic exercise of force.

2. Conquest of one population by another, leading to symbiosis of two
previously diverse communities on the same.

3. Infiltration of outsiders with some degree of acquiescence from existing
populations without displacing existing rulers.

4. Importation of individuals or even of whole communities that had been
forcibly uprooted from their initial place of residence by slave raiders
and/or traders.® '

This division of the patterns of migration has“signiﬁcantly explained the
modes of migration in the late ancient and medieval times. The Arab migration to
Iraq comfortably fits in the second category of migration as explicated by this
theoretical framework. According to McNeill, when nomad tribesmen saw any

weaknesses in the civilizations, they start their raids which sometimes become

‘William McNeill, “Human Migration in Historical Perspective”, 1.
*Ibid., 3.

%Ibid., 4.
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successful and turn out to be a conquest. These nomads spread their culture and
language but at the same time adopt urbanized way of living of the civilized
nations.” The Arab movement of conquest towards Iraq was also started with the
initial raids of Shayban, a nomad sub-branch of Bakr bin wa’il.* These raids were
supported by the Arab state and it became successful and turned out to be a
conquest. The second assumption of the amalgamation of both cultures, of the
conquered and the conquering nation, is also valid. This theoretical framework
somehow explains the nature of the Arab migration to Iraq. It specifically links the
migration with the conquest which is one of the main factors of the Arab
migration.

A few other works also partly talk about migraticn in a historical
perspective. For instance, Robert E. Park makes a distinction between the
migration of present and the past. In his words, migration in past was “...an
invasion followed by forcible displacement or subjugation of one people by
another”, now it has assumed the shape of a “peaceful penetration” He further
argues that when migration leads to conquests, “...assimilation is inevitable. The
conquering people impose their culture and standards upon the conquered.”
Sometimes this relation takes the form of slavery and in other cases caste system

emerges, however in both the cases “...the dominant and the subject people

"Ibid., 4-5.

*Bakr bin Wa’il was a large tribal grouping of northeastern Arabia around 600 AD. It
included many separate tribes and the most prominent are the Shayban, ‘1jl, Qays bin Tha‘laba,
Dhuhl, Taym Lat, Yashkar and Hanifa. Bakr bin W#’il included both nomadic and sedentary
people. The bulk of the Shayban were nomadic tribesmen whereas most of Hanifa were settled
tribesmen occupying the fertile region of Al-Yamama in the eastern Arabia. Donner, The Early
Islamic Conquests, 25.
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become, in time, integral part of one society”.” The present study will consider to

some extent the issue of assimilation of the migrants and the locals. In the case of
the Arab migration, it was however not followed up by conquest; instead it was
almost a parallel process. A few conquest was followed by temporary settlement;
temporary settlement led to some more conquest followed by permanent
settlement. The conclusion of Park that in such cases, assimilation is inevitable
will not be challenged; though the assimilation in the case of the Arab migration
to Iraq was slow as the Arabs established new cities and lived in croups. They had
fewer interactions with the locals.

William Peterson tries to develop a migration theory taking into account
the spatial and temporal factor and divides migration into four major types. The
first is the primitive migration which is mainly forced by ecological factors.
Second is forced and impelled migration, which denotes forceful transportation of
people from their native land to some other area. The third division is the free
migration. Some of the individuals move as they are “adventurers or intellectuals
motivated by their ideals”. These individuals are followed by cer.tain groups who
migrate willingly from one place to another. The last category is that of mass
migrations. There are two further types of mass migrations according to the nature
of destination, one is settlement and another is urbanization. Settlement means

moving of a people in mass number from one area to another but in urbanization

’Robert E. Park, “Human Migration and the Marginal Man”, 886, 891.
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the people move from a rural area to an urban area. The table which Peterson has

prepared explains his typology.'®

Type of Migration
Relation Migratory Force | Class of Migration | Conservative Innovating
. R —-‘ . .-—_mg Flight from
Nature and man Ecological push Primitive Ranging the land
Forced Displacement | Slave trade
State (or equivalent) and man| Migration policy Tmpeled Flight Coolic trade
Man and his norms Higher aspirations Free Group Pioneer
Collective behavior Social momentum Mass Settlerzent | Urbanization

Although Peterson claims that he has tried to provide a ge.neral typology of
migration which intends to cover all kinds of migration but this theory hardly talks
about the group migration resulted by the conquest. The mass migration
mentioned in the typology is the frequent movement of people from one area to
another in the capacity of individuals. The Arab migration to Iraq was a group
migration of a huge army who had moved in thousands and had sgéttled together,

Apart from these few works, most of the migration thec;ries neglect the
temporal aspect of migration and mainly the theories are formed I;y collecting data

from the modern times.!" Migration in modem times is quite different in its nature
;

and consequences, still many similarities can be found in the motives of

""William Peterson, “A General Typology of Migration™ in American Sociological
Review 23, no.3 (June,1958): 256-266.

""This argument has been highlighted by Douglas S Massey who argues that inteflectual
debates on migration reflect some fundamental disagreements or conflicts. The first dimension of
conflict concerns time. [t is debated whether migrations be studied in synchronic or
diachronic/historical perspective. Some of the scholars argue that migration is fundamentally a
historical process however others disagree. Ravenstein belongs to the second category. Douglas S,
Massey, “Social Structure, Household Strategies and the Cumulative Causation of Migration” in
Paopulation Index 56, no. 1 (Spring, 1990): 3.
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migration. Thus it becomes fruitful to take a fill account of these theoretical
works on migration. For instance the first theoretical work on migration was the
“The Laws of Migration” by E. G. Ravenstein.'? The theory is developed from the
data gathered in England and its smaller kingdoms in modcrn times thus the
theory reflects an understanding of migration as a modern phenomenon. The basic
assumptions of Ravenstein to consider migration as a rural to urban movement
setting towards great centers of commerce only partially explains the phenomenon
of migration."? Later this theory and such similar theories whfch emphasize the
economic factor as the only motive for migration were classified as neo-classical
theory. According to this theory, “...migration is tHe result of irdividual decisions
made by rational actors who seek to improve their well-being b;' moving to places
where the reward of their labour will be higher than the one they get at home”."
The Arab migrants to Iraq had also moved in order to seek better economic
opportunities in the new lands. This opportunity was initially not in the form of
new jobs or businesses, instead was obtained by conquering the migratory place
and gathering spoils of war. In this way, the migrants had taken control of the
resources of the locals and had used it for their own economic well-being.

This Neo-classical theory was later rejected due to its shortcomings

particularly because it downplayed the non-economic factors specially the cultural

determinants. These shortcomings were tried to be overcome by the theory of the

’E.G. Ravenstein, “The Laws of Migration”, in Journal of the Statistical Society of
London 48, no. 2, (Jun 1885): 167-235.

BIbid., 198.

“Joaquin Arango, “Explaining Migration: A Critical View” in /mternational Social
Science Journal 52, no. 165 (September 2000): 285.
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new economics of labour migration. The theory of the new economics of labour
migration highlights the role of families and household in the decision to
migrate.'* Another important factor in determining the migration decision is the
role of state. Migration is being controlled by state since long. For instance
mercantilist European monarchs knew that their power relied on their people and
if they will move, their power will be destroyed thus they prohibited migration
from their country.'® The theory of the new economics of labour migration is also
somewhat relevant with the Arab migration to Iraq as the Arcb migration was
regulated by the state. The decision was approved and happily accepted by the
Arab tribes and the state had at first not used any forceful mensures. Afterward
however the state had regulated some forceful migration as well. State had also
created a difference between earlier and the later migrants and had made the
privileges of the later migrants as lower to the earliei;‘ wilgrants.

Another of such modern frameworks is the theory of Dunl labour market
which focuses on international migration in industrialized societies. This theory
states that industrialized states required foreign labour to fill up their gap of labour
power in their own countries.'” Although it has focused the local conditions of the
places where the migrants move instead of only focusing on the motives of the
migrants, still the main framework of the theory is modern industrialized world
divided into developed and under-developed societies which is hardly relevant

with the Arab migration to Iraq. One more theory of migration is world system

SIbid., 286-8.

'*Stephen Castles, “The Factors that Make and Unmake Migration Policies” in
International Migration Review 38, no. 3 (Fall 2004): 854-5.

""Joaquin Arango, “Explaining Migration: A Critical View”, 290.
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theory which highlights “the domination exerted by core countries over peripheral
areas, in the context of international relations fraught with conflict and tension”.'®
This framework is also drawn mainly to elucidate the modern concept of
migration. Both of these theories consider the international manipulative politics
as an important factor in regulating the migration. There was hardly any such
factor associated with the Arab migration to Iraq. Hence Dual labour market
theory and world system theory are not relevant to the Arab migrztion to Iraq.

All of the above-mentioned theoretical frameworks have given significant
weight to the motives of migrations yet there are a few works particularly
focusing on the motives of migration. For instance Everett S. Lee finds following
factors in the act of migration while determining its motives

1. Factors associated with area of origin

2. Factors associated with area of destination

3. Intervening obstacles

4. Personal factors'®

Lee believes that by comparing the positive and negative factors between

area of origin and destination, a person can make his decision to leave his native
place and to migrate to the area of destination.’ Thc;, .migrant knows better about
his place of origin but on the other hand, “knowledge of the area of destination is

seldom exact, and indeed some of the advantages and disadvantages of an area can

only be perceived by living there. Thus there is always an element of ignorance or

Bbid,

"Everett S. Lee, “A Theory of Migration” in Demography 3, no.1 (1966): 50.

Dppid,



36

even mystery about the area of destination.”?' His decision of judging the positive
and negative factors between area of origin and destination can also be affected
with his mental condition. If for instance he has spent youth v;xd time of good
health in place of origin, he will not think of many other negative factors at his
place of origin.? The Arabs at large were not attached emoti~nally with their
native place. As one might expect, it was far easier for them to lcave their place of
origin and to settle at a new place. The reason was the nomadic.and semi-nomadic
character of the Arabs. The nomad and semi-nomad tribes had migrated in larger
number to Iraq as compared to the settled tribes.

Moreover Lee talks about the intervening obstacles which can be in any
form, for instance long distance, difficult route, international restrictions like visa

1.2 Finally there are some personal factors which “facilitate or

and cost of trave
retard migration”.?* Lee does not explain in detail about persona! factors but it can
be deduced that it opens up a huge exception as personal factors can be vastly
different varying from one person to another. Moreover Lee believes that “it is not
so much the actual factors at origin and destination as the per‘ception of these
factors which results in migration”.”*

To conclude, it can be assessed that the historical works on migration

appears to be the most relevant for the present study; but unfortunately they do not

H1bid.
Z1bid., 51.
“1bid.
H1bid.

Bbid.
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provide any broader framework; neither have they dealt with minqte details. Thus
the only option is to utilize nen-historical theoretical frameworks in order to get a
better understanding of the Arab migration. Yet, most of these theoretical works
have only focused on the motives or at the most the process of migmtion.26 The
present study although deals with the motives but focuses more on the affects of

migration.

1.2 Nature of the Arab Migration to Iraq .

The Arab migration was a phenomenon of medieval times in which such
kind of movements were common as the pattern of empire formation was already
followed by the Persians and the Romans. Romans for instance conquered
different areas and settled there as conquerors.’’ Thus conquest and migration
were interlinked in the medieval times. Yet the Arab migration to Iraq must have
had certain unique aspects, distinguishing it from not only the modem migration
but also from the medieval migration of Romans and Persians. This section will
particularly determine the nature of the Arab migration by looking at its salient
features,

Immediately after some initial conquests, some of the Arabs started

moving from Arabia to the conquered areas of Iraq and Syria and settled there.

**This point has also been highlighted by Douglas. According to Douglas, the last
dimension of dispute between scholars on migration concerns “the relative emphasis placed on the
causes versus the effects of migration™. For details see, Douglas S. Massey, “Social Structure,
Household Strategies and the Cumulative Causation of Migration” in Population Index 56, no. |
(Spring, 1990): 3-4.

Tim McNeese, History of Chvilization: Roman Civilization (Dayton: Lorenz Educational
Press, Milliken Publishing, 1999), 8. Karl Christ, The Romans: An Introductian to their History
and Civilisation (London: University of California Press, 1984), 17-22,
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Later on, they also moved and settled in Egypt, parts of Iran and Khiirasan. The
Arab migration to Iraq was a corresponding and parallel process 0 the conquests.
The army had to migrate to the battlefields of Iraq for initiating the conquests.
Throughout the initial phase of conquests, the army stayed in the new areas by
forming temporary settlements. Permanent settlements were made only when a
major part of the conquests was over. The conquest of Iraq began with the
opening of the eastern front at the border of Arabia. The Arabs had opened this
front by giving permission to the tribe of Shayban®® to continue with their raids in
the Persian territory.

Gradually the Arab state realized that they have opened an enormous front
and in order to secure the already conquered areas, they must st~tion their forces
in Iraq. Accordingly the army consisting of various Arab tribes was ordered to
find a suitable place for them and settle them at Iraq. The army accepted it
willingly. Climatically, Arabia was a hard region. The Arab‘ population was
divided into nomads, semi-nomads and settled population. Nomads and semi-
nomads were mainly the sheep and camel herders and were living a tough life.
The settled population had either adopted agriculture or trade.” Qbviously, it was
more attractive for the nomads and the semi-nomads to migrate fo Iraq and settle
there. Hence the majority of the migrants were nomadic tribes. The settled people
of Quraysh, Ansar and Thaqif were lesser in number.>° Besides, fthe settled tribes

moved mainly for attaining positions of power and authority. Consequently many

BSee note, 8.
*Donner, The Early Islamic Conquests, 11-49.

MSee details in chapter 2, Part 2.
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men of Quraysh and Thaqif enjoyed power in the migratory places during the
Umayyad period.”!

The people moved in the form of an army thus all of theny fit in to military
profession yet they were also accompanied by their families. The soldiers who had

settled at al-Kufa initially along with their families were twenty |thousand.>? This

number had increased greatly in the later period.” It gives an id¢a about the later
migrants who had followed the initial migrants in a large number. All of these
migrants had moved in search of economic gains in the form of spoils of war.

The social structure of Arabia was organized on tribal basis therefore the
army was also organized in tribal units, each headed by its own ‘ribal head. The
army had moved in the form of component tribal groups which is another
important feature of this migration. The formation of the army was mainly
consisted of tribal units, and the small tribal units were united together to form
larger units of army. As a result the tribes had moved, fought and settled together.
Besides being the conquerors, this factor of group movement ma\lie this migration
different from the modern migration.

The migrant group however never moved in one unit. Two major fronts
were opened and the army was sent according to the requireme?:ts of the fronts.

One front was from al-Hira at the northern side of Iraq and the other was at al-

*'Details have been discussed in chapter 2.
“Baladhuri, Futith, 276.

Bgee details in chapter 3, notes, 167-9.
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Basra,>* in which the conquest had begun from the southern part of al-Ubiilla® to
al-Ahwaz’® and further north. The migrants also entered mainly from these two
sides.

The initial migration was further followed by the continuous wave of
migration towards Iraq. After the permanent settlement was established and
conquest was consolidated, certain individuals as well as tribes.kept on moving
from Arabia to Iraq. These later migrants played a vital role in the polity of the
new areas.

The nature of the Arab migration to Iraq can be further exzmplified by the
changes that came in the life of the migrants. These changes were as much
associated with factors related to the migratory place as these were associated with
factors related to the migratory group itself. The migrants .had faced lesser
problems of adjustment with regard to the local people and the local climate. More
significant was the economic prosperity that the migratory place had brought in
their life. As one might expect, the migrants had earned huge weaklth not only from
conquest but also by utilizing the rich and fertile land of Iraq. They had also

consumed the resources of Iraq to flourish trade and commerce for themselves.

-

#Al-Basra lay close to the border of the desert at some distance to the West of the
estuary. In al-Bagra, numerous canals carry the water of the Great Swamp into the Tigris. It lay
about twelve miles from the Tigris estuary being connected by two great canals, the nefr-i-Makil
from the northeast and the nahr-al-Ubilla. 1bn Yaqut, Ma'ujam-ul-Buldan. vol. 1, 430; Le
Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, 43-44.

»Al-Ubiilla lay on the estuary of al-Basra and the Muslims built this further inland near
the desert border. Ibn Yaqut, Ma ujam-ul-Buldan, vol. 1, 76; Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern
Caliphate, 47.

SAl-Ahwaz is a district in the East, now part of modern Iran. The main city in the region
was called as Sug-i-Ahwaz (market of Ahwaz). It was consisted of a large market and a mosque.
Ibn Yaqut, Ma ‘wjam-ul-Buldan, vol. 1, 284; Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, 234.
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Another essential change that had come in their lives was related to the
migratory group. The migrants began to get involved in frequent civil wars and
the older tribal identities were melted down. Based on some ideological or
economic motives, the migrants figured out their own groups. These factions
played more central role in the politics of the migrants as compared to their
grouping as tribes. All of these factions sought after power and authority, yet all of
them adopted a slightly different attitude towards the state. Some of them were
cool-minded, appeasing and apparently loyal. Still others were cpenly rebellious.
The state dealt with them accordingly; threatened a few with the snatching away
of their benefits and used force for some others.

Thus certain common features together has fashioned the nature of the Arab
migration. Some of these features can fit into the theoretical fraréework formed by
modern theorist of migration yet a few are unique. The main attributes of the Arab
migration to Iraq can be elucidated through following statements:-

1. Migration was parallel to the conquest movement

2. The migrants had moved and settled in tribal and group formation

3. Initial migrants was the most beneficiary group

4. The migrants were soldiers/army men

5. State had regulated the migration

6. Individuals and tribes were motivated for migration in search of economic
gains

7. A few tribes moved due to some other socio-economic and political
dynamics

8. Later waves of migration had followed the first migration

9. Main settlements were at garrison cities
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10. There were smaller garrisons as well and a small proportion of the Arab

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

1.2.1

population was scattered in other areas too.
The migrants had to face some climatic problems in their adjustment.
The migrants had adjusted easily with the local population

The tribal identities were gradually melted down and new identities were
emerged.

There was much political disturbance in migrating place and many
ambitious elements had based their activities in the migratory garrisons
resulting into frequent civil wars and faction building.

The migrants were uncomfortable with increasing state control and tried to
avert this control through various means.

The migrants had gradually began to dislike the military activity and had
adopted luxurious urban lifestyle

The migrants had earned huge wealth in the migratory place.

The social and political decisions of the migrants were mostly controlled
by economic motives.

Migration as Parallel to the Conquest Movement

The Arab migration to Iraq was parallel to the movement of the Arab

conquest of Iraq. Migration was not a swift movement, the army kept on moving

from one place to another almost for five to six years. During this period of

roaming, the migrants settled at different areas in smaller groups, finally to reunite

at al-Kofa and al-Bagsra. These places can be termed as earlier migratory places.

Many of the conquest were then regularized not from Arabia but from the earlier

migratory places. Some of the Arabs remained settled in the earlier settlement.

It is a fact that first wave of migration was subsequent to the first phase of

conquest; however the migration did not stop there, neither the conquest. After the

first and second wave of conquest was over, the state decided to settle the
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migrants in Iraq. This permanent settlement was followed by another wave of
conquest towards Iran and Khirasan. These later conquest were regulated from
the garrisons and earned huge spoils of war for the migrants. This encouraged the
Arabs stationed at Arabia also to migrate to Iraq in search of new sources of
income. Finally a subsequent wave of migration began, followed by more
conquests. Hence conquest and migration were interlinked and ware parallel in the
Arab migration to Iraq.

1.2.2 The Migrants Moved and Settled in Tribal and Grour Formation

The migrants in the modern world either move alone or with their families,
but in the case of the Arab migration to Iraq the migrants had moved and settled in
the form of tribes and the larger units of the Arab army consisting of several
tribes. As is obvious, this tribal structure of the migration had influenced the
structure of the future society. The whole settlement plan was formed according to
the tribal formation. The streets and lanes of al-Kiifa and al-Basra were allocated
according to the tribal divisions. The different tribes settled tozether and formed
their colonies as hub of their tribal activities.

Similarly the system of administration was‘basically drawn from the tribal
structure of the society. In al-Kiifa, initially seven and then four tribal divisions
were formed for administrative convenience. Alike five divisions were formed at
al-Basra.’” The head of each tribal head was responsible for the conduct of its
members and was answerable to the governor. He was also responsible for
receiving the ata of his tribesmen from the government and distributing it to the

concerned men.

I Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2495.



44

Steadily, the tribal affiliations and strong bonds of tribes decimated in the
new urban society. The migrants realized the variance between the polity of
earlier tribal society of Arabia and the new society strictly controlled by the state.
Members of the same tribe saw their interests in following divergent groups of
authority. In the new society, the migrant tribesmen found new avenues of gaining
progress and prosperity. Still a large number of tribal values remained alive in the
early period of migration.

1.2.3 Initial Migrants was the Most Beneficiary Group

The migration from Arabia to Iraq occurred as a result of conquest which
turned out to be a vital factor in figuring out the shape of the future society. The
migrants had willingly moved to a place where they expected better opportunities
of progress and growth. Their position as conqueror of the land was their most
powerful tool.

As Arabs, their status was quite higher than the local populace.
Accordingly, the relationship with the locals was also determined by their status
as conquerors. The initial migrants had been the heir of all the benefits of the
conquests thus all permanent spoils of war was taken over by them and their
descendants in the form of regular stipends (ata), revenue from abandoned lands
(fay)*® and spoils of wars in further battles. Likewise they were the partners in the
power politics and often their members were chosen for military leadership during
different campaigns and civil leadership as they were sent as governors or as other

officials to different areas.

*See details in chapter 5
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The status of the initial migrants as the conquerors of the land created an
elite class named as ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were the victors of
Qadisiyya and the term includes both ridda and non-ridda tribesmen. Ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya was the most privileged group amongst the migrants. This group was
entitled to the revenue of the fay land. Throughout the Umayyad period, they kept
on securing their fay land from the government. These men were jealous of their
newly conquered areas and were probably not happy with the decision of ‘Umar
to not to divide the land of Irag amongst the victor army. Still, they hoped to enjoy
a special status and exceptional economic benefits. But unfortuhate for them, their
migration was followed by a heavy wave of the later migrants resulting into the
loss of their privileged position and their exclusive economic rewards. In
addition, their benefits and status was further curtailed by the state which by virtue
of its authority considered its right over the victory of Iraq and its resources. The
state increasingly snubbed them and took away their benefits.”

1.2.4 The Migrants as Soldiers/Army Men

First and foremost role of the Arabs was their military expedition, not the
migration, thus the migrants were at first the soldiers. The initial migrants moved
in the form of a tribal army and finally settled at garrisons. At the outset of the
conquest, these soldiers were given share in the spoils but after they settled at
garrisons, their names were registered and they were allocated regular stipends
along with any share in the spoils. The later migrants either moved in the form of
families or smaller tribal groups. They were keen to enlist them in the register as

regular soldiers as they envisioned the opportunity to gather huge spoils of war in

See further details in chapter 4.
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the further conquest of east regulated from the garrisons. Thus the military
profession of the migrants engaged them in further conquests and they kept on
gathering huge spoils of war. Furthermore, the fighting nature of the migrants
encouraged them in future to play a leading role in the civil wars of the empire.
Divided into different factions, they kept on fighting for the sake of power and
resources.
1.2.5 State had Regulated the Migration

The Arab migration to Iraq was regulated by the Arab ;tate. Nothing was
planned in the first stage of conquests when armies were sent at first and were
called back when their task was over. It was the caliph ‘Umar who realized for the
first time the need to establish settlement or garrisons in the con-uered areas. He
understood the need to maintain garrisons in order to secure the areas which had
been conquered. Thus he ordered his commander of the army to find a suitable
place for the Arabs. ‘Umar who was constantly involved in the selection of place
for settlement, kept in view the strategic and climatic factors in the final selection
of garrison for the Arabs. After the selection of al-Kiifa and al-Basra, the state
remained equally involved in dealing with matters of planning and construction
and nominated an engineer to design the settlements at al-Kiifa.*’

The state could not keep a very strong control over the later migrations;
probably it encouraged it for the need of manpower on the eastern front. Soon
after the state become conscious of the excessive number of the migrants moving

from Arabia to Iraq. By then, it was too late and it was not possible to send them

“*Abu Hayyaj bin Malik was appointed for the planring of al-Kiifa and ‘Asim bin Dulf
Abt al-Harba was appointed for al-Bagra . Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 2, 529.
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back. Ziyad*', the governor of Iraq for Mu‘awiya found a solution for this
problem. He moved five thousand families of al-Basra to Khiirasan and settled
them there permanently.*

1.2.6 Individuals and Tribes were Motivated for Migration Mainly due to
Economic Factors

Several motives could have convinced the individuals to move from their
place to another. One of the most important motives of migratior; has been to find
better economic opportunities in the new land. Most of the mod;*m migrations are
carried out for this motive. The Arab migration tc Iraq thus resembles with the
modern migrations in this prior motive. The neo-classical theory can be applied to
some extent on the Arab migration. According to this theory, “migration is the
result of individual decisions made by rational actors who seek to improve their
well-being by moving to places where the reward of their labcur will be higher
than the one they get at home”.** The Arabs initially were not ve'.lgy enthusiastic to
go to Iraq but once when they observed the richness and wealth of Iraq, they

moved to Iraq in bulks, hence the motive of the later migrants was purely

economic.

#'Ziyad bin Abii Siifyan also called as Ziyad bin Simayyah was the famous governor of
Iraq for Mu‘awiya. He had initially supported Ali but had joined Mu‘awiya on his accession to
power. Shamsuddin Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Abi Bakr Ibn Khallikan, Wafaydt-ul-Ayan wa
Anbd-ul-Abna-ez-Zamdn, ed., Ahsan ‘Abbas, vol. 6 (Qum: Manshurat-ul-Razi, 1374 AH), 356.

“Baladhuri, Futith, 400.

“Joaquin Arango, “Explaining Migration: A Critical View”, 285.
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1.2.7 A Few Tribes Moved due to other Socio-economic and Political
Dynamics

Cultural and social factors played a lesser role-in the Arab migration to
Iraq. Yet there were some other factors which helped them to make their decision
to migrate. For instance some of them already had some interaction with the Iraqi
areas and they knew its economic prosperity. Moreover, there were already some
Arab tribes settled in various districts of Iraq, especially at al-Hira and al-‘Anbar,
the fact which encouraged the Arabs to settle at Iraq.** Finally the nomadic
character of the Arabs also helped in letting them move from one place to another.
A few of the other tribes, specially some Yemini tribes felt the dominance of
Miidar specially Quraysh in Arabia and found no place for them thus they find it
better to stay at Iraqi garrisons which were not only resourceful but were also
emerging strong centers of power.

1.2.8 Later Waves of Migration Followed the First Migration

As has been mentioned before, the initial migrants were the soldiers;
unclear in their plan, they had only come to conquer Iraq. Once when they had
conquered the important areas of Iraq, and had decided to settle, they were enticed
by many who had remained back at Arabia. Thus a more swift movement of the
later migrants began.

The later migrants were actively involved in the further conquests of the
east, yet they failed to attain the status that the earlier migrants enjoyed. There was
a considerable difference in the salaries of the initial and the later migrants. In
addition, the initial migrants were treated as the political elite of the new

community, the status which the later migrants lacked. The later migrants at first

*Ibn Khaldin, Tarikh, 428-9; Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, 221.



49

were happy with the improvement in their economic condition occurred due to
migration but with the passage of time, they began to dislike their meager
standing. They opposed the nobility or elite consisting of the initial migrants by
fighting a baitle in the leadership of al-Mukhtar Thaqiff™ against the initial
migrants.*® Yet their desire to attain higher status was not fulfilled as the battle
had turned out to be a defeat for them. There was no major tussle between the
initial and the later migrants after this incident.
1.2.9 Main Settlements were at Garrison Cities

After passing through various phases of initial conquests and some
temporary settlements, the Arabs were willing to look out for a residence for
rather longer period. The state had played pertinent role in motivating the tribes to
form settlements for longer duration. ‘Umar had suggested Sa‘d hin AbT Waqqas"
to settle his forces somewhere at [raq and to develop a dar-i-hijrar for the Arab
troops.“ The forces initially decided to stay at al-Mada’in, which lured atiraction
for the Arabs as it was the capital of the Sassanid at Iragq. Al-Madd'in was an
already constructed city which was vacated by the Persians when they had fled

along with their king. The Arabs found it better to take over the houses of these

“ Al-Mukhtfir bin Abil ‘Ubayd bin Mas'iid belonged to the tribe of Thagif, which is a sub-
branch of Miidar. His father Abl 'Ubayd bin Mas'dd of Thaqif was an earlier convert and
migrated with the Holy Prophet (PBUH) from Makkah to Medina, Abl ‘Ubayd was chosen as
commander by ‘Umar and was sent to fight at the front of Iraq. He fought the battle of Jisr and
was martyred. Al-Mukhtar led a very significant revolt of the shig in Iraq and ruled Al-Kifa for 2
brief reign. Sam*int, Ansdb, vol. 6, 375-6.

¥See details in chapler 4.

*7Sa‘d bin AbT Waqqis belonged to ‘Abd Man3f of Quraysh. He was an carlier convert
and had participated in Badr, He was appointed as the commander of the army of Arabs at
Qadisiyya by ‘Umar , Later on, he also acted as the govemor of al-Kiifa for a small period. Ibn
Saad, Tabagar, vol, 6, 12-13.

“*Baladhuri, Futith, 274.
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runaways and resided there. Hardly a year or two had passed, when they began to
realize the unbefitting climatic conditions of al-Mada’in. The moist air of the
vacated capital was probably perfectly suitable for the Persians but the Arabs had
never been accustomed to such climatic areas. They were Cisturbed by the
presence of flying insects like bees and mosquitoes. Their health also deteriorated.
Thus finally again on the advice of ‘Umar, they selected al-Kiifa as the
next place of settlement. Thus most of the Arab troops of Qddisiyya stationed at
north gathered at al-Kiifa and resided there. Al-Kiifa was an uninhabited place and
was populated by the Arabs. Al-Kiifa turned out to be the most itportant garrison
of the Muslims. On the other hand, the forces stationed at the soutiern front found
al-Basra as their residence. Al-Kiifa and al-Basra was develcped in order to
inhabit the armies of conquests. The later migrants who settled ir these garrisons
were also registered as soldiers. These garrisons controlled the further conquests
and consequently the regulated the administration of the areas of further east.
Al-Kiufa and al-Basra were the centers of all economic and political
activity of the Arab state. The governor of east used to stay in either of these
cities. The importance of al-Kiifa was further amplified when Aii as the caliph of
the Arab state had decided to move and settle at al-Kiifa. Throughout the
Umayyad period, most of the migrants remained settled at these two garrisons.

1.2.10 Smaller Garrisons at al-Mada’in, al-Hira and al-Qadisiyya

Along with the majority of the migrant population settled at al-Kaifa and
al-Basra, there was a significant proportion of the Arabs who thought it better to
stay behind at al-Mada’in, al-Hira or al-Qadisiyya. Their number was certainly

much lesser than those who had settled at al-Kiifa and al-Basra; yet it did not
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cease their political importance. Al-Mada’in was a fortified city and remained a
hub of activity throughout the period. Al-Hira and al-Madd’in were always
considered important by the political actors and by the state. They provided
logistic support to al-Kiifa and al-Basra, provided intelligence to governors and
acted as a permanent post for the state army. All important political or religious
movements tried to exert their influence on the people of al-Mada’in and al-Hira
too along with al-Kiifa and al-Basra. ~

Hence, the migrants living at smaller garrisons remained aware of all the
political developments and formed an integral part of the migrant’s society at Iraq.
Yet they were living in much peaceful areas as compared to al-Kiifa and al-Basra.
Though the migrants living in smaller garrisons had some encounters with
khawarij and certain other rebels which they handled by fortifying them in the
city, closing the city gates and avoiding the fight as much as possible; but on the
whole they were least disturbed by the political turmoil and activities at al-Kiifa
and al-Basra. The major civil wars and rebellions were centered at al-Kiifa and al-
Basra thus people of smaller garrisons were set aside from this disturbance.

A few of the Arabs also used to live in some parts of Iraq either in areas
where they own property or probably for some other business like trade etc. They
often use to visit the garrisons and remain tied with the mainstream migrants.

1.2.11 Climatic Problems

The earlier problems of adjustment included the climatic problems as well.
Iraq was very closer to Arabia; still the climate of most of the areas at Iraq initially
did not suit the Arabs. No complaint was reported at al-Hira and al-Qadisiyya,

probably because both of them were on the west of river Euphrates and Tigris,



52

closer to Arabia, while at al-Mada’in which was on the East of these rivers, the
Arabs found considerable environmental problems. After crossing the two rivers
the Arabs found the climate very unpleasant. At al-Mada’in, Sa‘d wrote a letter to
‘Umar complaining about the moist air, mosquitoes and bees of al-Mada’in. He
further told ‘Umar that the Arabs have lost their energy, their skin colors have
darkened and their arms have lost their strength. Likewise the atmosphere of
Takrit at the northern most end of Tigris was the most unsuitable place for the
Arabs and their physical strength was lost.*’

For that reason, the Arabs had left al-Mada’in and settled at al-Kifa. Al-
Kiifa and al-Basra were climatically better suited to the Arabs, but they were
caught by certain diseases; the most noteworthy of them was plague. Plague was
reported at al-Bagra and at al-Kiifa too. This plague was probab'y brought in Iraq
by the army of Khilid bin Walid® from Syria as after the conquests of al-Hira,
this army was ordered to move to Syria and then it came back to Iraq. There could
be other channels as well as Syria and Iraq were part of the same empire in this
period. No other diseases or climatic difficulties were reported at al-Kiifa and al-

Bagra. The Arabs gradually adjusted with the climatic conditions of Iraq.

1.2.12 The Migrants Adjusted easily with the Local Population

The migrants had initially interacted with the locals during the conquest.

The first interaction was not very friendly and they met as enemies. Afterward,

“Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2482.

%K halid bin Walid belonged to Makhziim of Quraysh and was a famous commander, He
accepted Islam after the battle of Uhud and led many expeditions of early Islum. He is particularly
famous for his services rendered during the ridda movement and also led the Muslim forces to
fight to the front of Syria and Iraq. For his role in earlier conquests see, S. K. Malik, Khalid bin
Waleed: The General of Islam: A Study in Khalid’s Generalship (Lahore: Ferozsons, 1968).
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when some peace treaties were formed, misconceptions and mistrust was
minimized. The people of those areas which resisted strongly and were defeated
were made slaves. This was also not a happy relationship at ﬁr;t but when many
of them were freed and were made mawali, the relationship turned somewhat
affable. These mawali became an imperative part of the future polity of the
migrants. One of the forms of interaction was the usual stay of the Arabs during
their travels in the houses of locals. The local population of Iraq was required to
provide feast to their Arab guests for three days.

The locals always remained subservient to the authority of the Arabs. They
usually remained neutral in the civil wars of the Arabs. A few of them were
appointed as financial agents of the Arab governors and they were responsible for
collecting taxes from the rest of the population. The Arab§ mainly kept their
contact with these tax-collectors. Several of these tax-céllectors provided
intefligence to the governors but they were rarely asked to fight ;he Arab rebels of
the state. Even when al-Hajjaj was troubled by the Iragis and most of the fighting
force of Iraq joined Ibn Ashtt against al-Hajjaj, he did not ask 'the military help
from the locals, instead an Arab army was called from Syria. But in rare instances
their help was taken. For instance, al-Hajjaj hired a force of two thousand locals
on contract basis in the year 76 AH. These two thousand joined a thousand Kufans
to fight the khawarij.”' Thus the locals were largely kept away from the power
structure. They were restrained to their areas and had less interaction with the
Arabs. Thus the Arab migrants to Iraq had no major problems of adjustment with

the local population.

3'Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 890.
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In so far as the mawali and slaves are concerned, they became the part of the
migrant’s society. They affected their polity as well as their customs, culture and
learning. The mawali were mixed up with the migrant’s society. One of the
examples is Hasan Basr7 whose father and mother were brought as slaves but he
emerged as the leading scholar of al-Basra. They also began to play some role in
the power politics of the migrants. It became evident from their participation in
the movement of al-Mukhtar. Slowly mawali formed an essential group in the
migrant’s society. Many of the Arabs relied heavily on the support of their mawali
who fought along with them and helped them on different stages.

1.2.13 The Tribal Identities were gradually Melted Down and New Identities
Emerged

As has been repeatedly asserted that the migrants had come and settled in
the form of tribes, and tribal formation played a very significant role in shaping
their future polity. However migration transformed the socio-political structure of
the migrant’s society and tribal structure was not an exception. Migration led to
the configuration of new identities of the Iraqi, the Kufan and the Basran Arabs
along with already existing tribal identities. This identity was at times transformed
into a collective identity of the Iragi Arabs. Both these identities remained intact
and were further strengthened in the Umayyad period.

Apart from these regional identities, there emerged various political and
military factions amongst the migrants. The most important such groups were ahl-
ul-Qadisiyya, khawarij and shTan-i-‘Ali. Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya has already been
discussed.’ The group was politically conscious and eager to maintain its special

privileged position throughout the Umayyad period. At firct they adopted

$2See page no, 41-2.



55

conciliatory policy towards the government in order to draw benefits for them.
Later their descendents led open revolts against the government. At that stage, the
government acted harshly against them, crushed their revolts and curtailed their
benefits.

Khawarij and shi'a had adopted religious symbols to forward their
political and economic motives. They were openly rebellious against the
government and led various revolts in the Umayyad period. They were deait
strongly by the government and their power almost vanquished at the end of the
Umayyad period.

1.2.14 Political Disturbances and Civil Wars in the Garrisons

Soon after, the garrisons at Iraq became the centre of power politics and all
ambitious political actors looked towards the Kufans and the Basrans for
strengthening their positions. When ‘Ayi’sha had developed differences with Ali,
she chose to go to the Basrans for gathering support for her cause. On the other
hand, Ali was also not satisfied while living at Medina so he moved to al-Kiifa in
order to deal with the rebellion of ‘Ayi’sha. From then onwards, Iraq remained the
centre of political activity.

When Husayn disagreed with the decision of Mu‘ﬁwiyaxto declare Yazid
as the next caliph, he was ensured by the Kufans of their help. He thus moved
towards al-Kiifa and fought with the forces of Yazid there.>’ In the same way al-
Mukhtar based his ambitious political plan in Iraq. He took bznefits from the

political weaknesses of the governors selected by the community and got control

See a detailed discussion in chapter 4.
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over al-Kiifa. Afterwards he was removed by Mu‘sab bin Zubayr, the governor of
‘Abdulld bin Zubayr.**

Khawarij was another element who constantly rebelled and led the people
of Iraq into civil wars. The result of all this political turmoil was that there
emerged various factions in Iraq supporting one or the other political group. This
further encouraged the groups to revolt frequently against the existing governors
again resulting into civil wars. This political warfare was sometimes heightened
by tribal warfare as it has happened once in al-Basra.”®> Hence, the migrants
remained actively involved in the civil wars and rebellions led and controlled by
different political actors.

1.2.15 Increasing State Control

Another significant transformation in the life of the migrants was the
increasing state control that they had to put up with at Iraq. Most of them
belonged to areas which were stateless in which their only political unit was tribe;
a largely independent component. They definitely had to face poﬁtical domination
from some larger tribes or kingdoms of Lakhm and Ghassan. Besides, they were
also influenced by the Byzantine or Sassanid rulers occasionaliy. However most
of the migrants had never experienced direct state control.

This state control was unbearable for them and they had adopted various
means to get out of this control. In the beginning most of the migrants felt them to

be a part of the Arab state but soon they realized that their interests are different

from the ruling elite. They manipulated their positions by inﬂuc;xcing the political

3 See a detailed discussion in chapter 3 and 4.

%See details in chapter 3
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decisions. Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya was the most important group who tried to influence
the political decisions. Initially they demanded the governor to be one of them.
When this demand was not accepted anymore, they wanted the governor to be of
their choice. They exerted pressure, used force and some manipulative means to
ensure their participation in political decisions. Still, ahl-ul-Qadisiyya dealt the
state with patience and adopted a rather conciliatory policy. |

The rest of the groups on the other hand were most averse to state control.
Khawarij revolted openly against the government. They wantedﬁthe caliph to be of
their choice. Likewise the shi'a were also dissatisfied with the state control and
wanted someone from the family of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) to be their caliph.
They revolted occasionally under the leadership of some of the leading shi’a or
some member of the family of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). The state dealt strongly
with all these elements and made them realize their status as mere citizens of the
state.

1.2.16 The Migrants gradually Began to Dislike Military activity and
Adopted Luxurious Urban Lifestyle

As has been claimed before that the migranlts had at first come as soldiers
and all of them were involved in military activity. The conquest did not end up
after the settlement of the migrants. Thus they kept on doing their duty as soldiers
after their settlement in the migratory place. The initial migrants were followed by
a large number of later migrants to join them in their military expeditions. They
collected huge spoils of wars and earned enormous wealth from this profession.

With the passage of time, the migrants began to dislike the military

activity. Various reasons were responsible for this behavior of them. Iraq was a
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fertile land and there were many opportunities for trade, commerce and
agriculture. Many of the migrants adopted several such occupations which were
more promising and comfortable than military profession. In addition the second
and third generation of the migrants was ease-loving as they had left their
nomadic and semi-nomadic life and had adopted urban luxurious lifestyle. They
had become reluctant to fighting.

Another reason of their dislike of military activity was their relationship
with the state. State wanted them to fight on their behalf as regular army servants.
The independent minded tribal men could not accept this status, thus they refused
to fight without having any share in the power structure.

1.2.17 The Migrants Earned Huge Wealth in the Migratory Place

The migratory place Iraq was a rich fertile land. The migrants had entered
as conquerors and had earned huge spoils of war in the early stages of migration.
They kept on conquering the areas after their settlement, thus kept on collecting
spoils of war. This remarkably enhanced their economic status and within a
decade, most of the migrant Arabs turned out to be the richest me’n of Arabia.

Apart from the military activity, there emerged several other sources of
revenue generation for the migrants. Several of them were ir;volved in smaller
businesses in the garrisons. They opened baths, markets and dug canals to
improve the agricultural output. All of this economic activity helped in developing
the urban lifestyle in the garrisons but it primarily improved the economic status

of the migrants. They earned huge wealth from this economic activity.
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1.2.18 The Social and Political Decisions of the Migrants were mostly
Controlled by Economic Motives

As is obvious, the migrants were mostly consisted of those people who
were innovative and wanted to improve their economic status, thus after gaining
the profit of conquests, they were very particular about securing them. In order to
retain the benefits for their later generations, they engaged them in various power
moves. This factor was very significant for the Arab migrapts to Iraq and
determined the course of their political and social activity.

Even if the migrants had developed ideological and po!iiical affiliations
with several groups yet most of their decisions were motivated by the economic
motives. Many of the ahl-ul-Qdadisiyya had their tilt towards Ali and they wrote
letters to Husayn to come and join them. Nonetheless it was one of the descendent
of the leading ahl-ul-Qadisiyya who was forced to fight against Husayn. ‘Umar
bin Sa‘d bin AbT Waqqas™® told Husayn about the danger of the loss of his house
and property if he will not fight Husayn.>’

Most of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya decided to be apparently loyal to the
authorities for securing their financial benefits. They handed over their rebels to
the authorities and fought against khawarij to secure their spoils. Khawarij used to
collect revenue from the conquered areas which were considered to be the right of
the migrants specially the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. The various revolts of the ahl-ul-

Qadisiyya were also meant to secure their political and economic interests

*He was the son of Sa‘d bin AbT Waqqds. He remained governor of al-Ray for Ibn Ziyad
and fought the forces of Husayn on the order of Ibn Ziyad. Tabarf, Tarikh, vol. 2, 334.

Mbid., 314.
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The khawarij and some of the other smaller groups rebelled as they believed that
the conquered areas and its revenue was their belonging. They never wanted the
state to share their economic benefits. Thus most of the social and political
decisions of the migrants were motivated by economic factors.

Hence, the Arab migration to Iraq can be understood by keeping the above
dynamics in view. The factors which led to migration were mostly related to
economic gains, yet aspiration for political control was also part of it. Certain
similarities can be created of the Arab migration to Iraq with modern migrations
on the basis of its motives. The impact of migration however had its own
dynamics. The Arabs had lesser contact with the locals thus had largely
maintained their own cultural system and had borrowed very little. The most
significant changes that came in the life of the migrants were largely due to the
factors associated with their own group. The factor of conquests of new areas and
the huge revenue generating from these areas definitely had a great impact on
their polity. Yet their political life, the emergence of new identities and the civil
wars and revolts for gaining political control were issues mair;ly created by the
migrants themselves. Before the study proceeds to look into the details of the
impact of migration, it is pertinent to find out the minutiae of the motives to

migrate of the migrants and the state.
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Chapter 2
Motives of the Arab Migration and Composition of the Migrants
Before the enquiry begins to measure the change in the socio-economic
structure of the migrants, it is significant to find out the motives behind the
migration. It is hard to determine the motives of individual migrants but the
collective motives of the migrant society can easily be analyzed. These motives

had shaped the future policies of the migrants.

State had played an imperative role in furthering and finalizing the Arab
migration to Iraq. The state had comprehended the need to stay at Iraq first in the
form of temporary garrisons but finally as permanent residence. Migration was a
corresponding process of the conquest and the state took decisions about
migration along with the changing nature of the conquest. The Arab state was
basically motivated for initiating this migration due to mi.litary and strategic
reasons. Besides, the state was visualizing certain social and economic benefits

attached with the process of migration.

The Arab tribes on the other hand were not at first enthusiastic to either
join the eastern front or to settle themselves there. Only a fevi/ tribes had some
earlier interaction with the Iraqi region, and thus they knew the importance and
fertility of the area. The composition of different tribal groups amongst the
migrants determined the level of their interest in migration. Apart from the
economic factor which was the foremost motive behind the miérntion, there were
certain other social and political motives. Some of the tribes migrated in larger

number because of their earlier interaction with Iraq and the presence of their
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tribal fellows in Iraqi cities. The rest moved due to their nomadic character which
made it easier for them to move and settle in a new place. Yel others, specially
some Yamanf tribes realized the dominance of Mudar specially Quraysh in Arabia
and found no place for them thus they find it better to stay at Iraqi garrisons which
were not only resourceful but were also emerging strong centers of power. There
was a huge wave of later migration followed by the initial military migrants.
These later migrants had come to know the immense economic benefits that their
fellow countrymen were enjoying at the new place. This n{otivated them to

migrate to Iraq in larger numbers.

2.1 Motives of the State

The Arab state at first was not interested to expand itself especially
towards the eastern side. The Prophet (PBUH) in his lifetime had sent certain
expeditions towards north. His attention was primarily‘ drawn towards north
because of the trade links of Quraysh with Syria. After the Prophet (PBUH) had
migrated to Medina, he tried to cut off all trade routes of Quraysh from Medina to
Syria. Several treaties were formed with the tribes settled at north and several
raids were made against Quraysh in that direction.' The incident of the murder of
a delegate of the Prophet at Balqa® further provoked him to continue with his
northern expeditions, this time particularly against Syria.’> Thus, an obvious

interest could be seen on the northern front. The Prophet (PBUH) on the other

'For instance the Prophet (PBUH) had made a pact with a northern tribe of Juhayna who
lived in al-Ays, near Yanbii‘. 1bn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol. 2, 7.

*Balqa is located in southeast of the Dead Sea in modemn day Jordon.

*Harith bin ‘Umayr al-Azadi was nominated as a delegate of the Prophet (PBUH) to take
his letter to the Roman King. He was killed by the Ghassani governor of the Romans at Mu’ta’.
Wagqidi, Kitab-ul-Futith, vol. 2, 755. (Beirut: Alam-ul-Kitab, n.d.), 755.
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hand was also not unaware of the importance of the eastern front. He wrote letters
to the Persian King and invited him to accept Islam, yet he had not started any
practical campaign against them. |

The successor of the Prophet (PBUH) Abii Bakr, continuing with his
policy was also particular about sending the troops towards Syria and the Iraqi
front remained unnoticed. After the successful completion of the ridda wars, Abii
Bakr was informed of the activities of Muthanna bin Haritha al-ShaybﬁnT’ on the
Iraqi border. Muthanna had commenced certain raids in the Iragi territory which
were probably the routine raids of border tribes in the absence of any obstacles.
The positive aspect which caught the attention of AbG Bakr was that Muthanna
had already accepted Islam’ hence there was a possibility to regularize his activity
under the command of the Arab state. Muthanna was called by Abi Bakr and
inquired. Muthanna requested Aba Bakr to officially declare him as the leader on
his people and to allow him to fight against the people of Fars.® He must have
informed Abli Bakr about the bright prospects of these raids and would have
briefed him completely about the situation there. Aba Bakr seet-ﬁs to be convinced
and both felt comfortable in making a deal. Muthanna had t;)' acknowledge the
authority of the state and Abii Bakr had to provide legitirqacy to Muthanna.

I
Muthanna will get the backing and support of the state and theJArab state will get

‘Muthanna belonged to Sa‘d bin Miirra bin Dhiihal bin Sinan branch of Shayban. He died
before fighting Qadisiyya. Ibn Hajr, /saba, vol. 3, 34; Other details about him are added into the
text.

*Muthanna had not only accepted Islam but also fought ridda wLm along with Khalid.
Muthanna was actively involved in the ridda wars and Tabari reports his involvement in the ridda
wars. He relates that [la bin al Harami from Behrain ordered Muthanna to keep a check on the
defeated fleeing army of the rebels of Rabt*a. Tabari, Tdrikh, vol. 1, 1971.

®Baladhurr, Furiih, 242.
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control over these raids without losing anything. It was a happy alliance serving
the interests of both parties. Abli Bakr appointed him leader over his people and
extended him the authority to fight the people of Fars, but he also nominated
Khialid bin Walid’ to lead this campaign and ordered Muthanna to obey Khalid.®
From then onwards, Muthanna, always remained second in command to the
Qurayshi leader on the Iraqi front. This happened probably because the state
aspired to exert a strong control on all conquest moves and a Qurayshi was more
appropriate choice for the caliph as compared to a nomad of Bakr> bin Wa’il. Kafi
adds that Khalid was only sent when the Persians had outnumbered the forces of
Muthanna and the forces of Shayban were in trouble on that front.” If we accept
the tradition of Kifi, this further confirms the intentions of Abii Bakr. He was not
interested to personally indulge on the front of Iraq and was corﬁfortable to depute
a border tribe and its forces to fight there. Finally when Khalid had completed his
task at Yamama and his forces were free, it was a good op.tion to reinforce

Muthanna and to secure whatever he had already captured.'®

The Arab state was still not much clear about its objectives. Donner argues
that Khalid had only sought to subdue the western border areas of Iraq and it was

the extension of the ridda wars in which all major tribes and arcas of Arabia and

"For Khilid, see chapter 1, note, 50.
*Baladhuri, Futith, 242.
SKufl, Futiih, vol. 1, 74-5.

'®According to Shoufani, the wars of ridda and the Arab conquest movements are the one
and the same operation. Elias S. Shoufani. Al-Riddah and the Muslim Conquest of Arabia
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1972). 147.
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around Arabia were subdued.'' Thus after the conquest of al-Hira, the Arabs were
not much interested in moving onwards. Khalid was ordered to move to the Syrian
front and the Iraqi front was considered closed.'? But on the other hand, the
Persians were completely disturbed by this activity of the Arabs. They had taken
serious notice of the raids and capturing of different areas of Persian empire,
which the Arabs were not expecting. When the Persians plannch to give response
to the Arabs and started their preparations, it panicked Muthanna who was

stationed at al-Hira. He straight away moved to Medina to seek reinforcements."

By that time Abli Bakr had died (in 13 AH) and ‘Umar had to take this
major decision about this important front. He decided to secure this front and was
ready to support Muthanna by all means. He sent a huge army under the command
of Abii “Ubayd bin Mas‘did of Thaqif'* for the support of Muthanna. After some
smaller skirmishes with the locals, Arabs went forward to fight Jisr” which

proved to be a disaster for them. This army had encountered the Persian royal

""Donner also argued that Abii Bakr showed his interest by sending Khilid bin Walid to
Irag, only to consolidate the conquests of the Arab tribes. It was a continuation of the ridda wars.
Donner, The Early Islamic Conguests, 177.

“Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 2, 407-8; Shaban argues that the raids at [raq were of no
military importance however it had material advantage. Thus, when there was an emergency at
Syrian front, Abli Bakr decided to sent Khalid to Syria. He interestingly argues the independent
nature of Khalid who rarely asked permission from the caliph. Shaban. Islamic History: A. D. 610-
750 (4.H.132), 24-6,

P Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2120; Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 2, 415.

"Abii ‘Ubayd bin Mas*iid belonged to Thagif which is a famous tribe of northern Arabia.
He was an earlier convert and had migrated with the Prophet (PBUH) from Makkah to Madina.
Balddhurt, Ansab-ul-Ashrdf, vol. 6, 375-6.

'%Jisr is an Arabic word which means ‘the bridge’. The battle was named as Jisr as the
Arabs had crossed the river to fight this battle and the bridge was cut off when they tried to retreat.
The battle was fought in 13 AH. Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2175-8.
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army for the first time. Persians had brought many elephants in this battle and

Arabs were unable to fight them, they were killed and many were drowned.'®

The battle of Jisr made Arabs more cautious. The Arab state responded
promptly and revised its policies; subsequently a lot of new people were recruited.
A helping force was sent under the command of Jarir bin ‘Abdullah al-BajalT.l7
‘Umar himself wanted to go to the Iraqi front but refrained on the advice of some
companions.'® The force of Bajila was followed by a larger and much well-
prepared army under the command of Sa‘d bin AbT Waqqéas. This army was
consisted of soldiers comprised of many tribes.'”” This army won the battle of
Qadisiyya® and conquered al-Mada’in, the capital of the Sassanid. It in addition
pursued the Persian army to Hulwan,?'Jalila,2and Takrit” but ‘Umar was

alarmed once again. He never thought of going into that much strategic depth in

YBatadhuri, Futih, 252-3; Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 2, 438-40.

"Jarir bin ‘Abdullah al-Bajali belonged to Bajila, fought the battle of Qadisiyya and later
settled at al-Kifa His descendents played an important role in future politics of al-Kafa. Ibn Sa‘d,
Tabagqat, vol. 6, 23-4,

""Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2214.
Ibid., 2217-21.

A ]-Qadisiyya is situated between the moat-canal and al-Atiq. In the area to the left of it
there is dark water and a green valley. It further extends towards Al-Hira. To the left of al-Al-
Qadisiyya is al-Walaja. Ibn Y&qit, Ma ‘ujam-ul-Buidan, vol. 4, 291; Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2229-
30; For a very detailed account of the Battle of Qadisiyya, see, Muhammad Ahmad Bashamil, A/-
Qadisiyya wa Ma ‘rak-ul- ‘Irdq (Cairo: Maktaba dar-ul-Turath, 1303 hijri).

MHulwan was a town of Jibal province of lran close to Diy3la river. It lies in the
mountainous region of Persia after crossing the Mesopotamians plain. Ibn Yaqiit, Ma ujam-ul-
Bulda, vol. 2, 290; Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, 191.

Zjalula was a town lying on the Khirdsan road. 1bn Yaqit, Ma ‘ujam-ul-Buldén, vol. 2,
156; Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, 62.

BTakrit was also a town lying thirty miles north of Samarra on the west bank of Tigris.
Ibn Yaqit, Ma 'ujam-ul-Buldan, vol. 2, 38; Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, 57.
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Iraq thus he ordered the forces to stop any further conquest and to settle

somewhere. It was decided to settle at al-Mada’in.%*

The state at that moment was represented by the caliph ‘Umar and his
commander on the Iraqi front, Sa‘d bin AbT Waqqas®. Both decided to settle their
forces at al-Mada’in. The Arab forces had previously settled at al-Hira but this
was a border area between Arabia and Iraq and earlier was r'led by an Arab
dynasty; thus settlement at al-Hira was not a major policy shift. Moreover, al-Hira
was largely occupied by the border tribe of Shayban who used to live around al-
Hira even before the conquest. However, the decision to settle at al-Mada’in was a
major policy shift. ‘Umar and Sa‘d both knew the earlier problems on the Iraqi
front when the forces of Khalid had left for Syria which made all conquered areas
including al-Hira as vulnerable to attacks by the Persians. They never wanted to
repeat the mistake. Arabs remained in al-Mad&’in until they completed the
subjugation of all important areas where the Persians went. This took two years
after which the caliph ‘Umar ordered them to stop any further invasions. ‘Umar
was not in a mood to make any additional conquest and was reported to utter the
words, “I wish there were between us and the people of Fars a mountain of fire
through which they cannot reach us, nor we them”, %8 still he knew that he must

make some effort to retain whatever has been taken. Accordingly the Arabs were

#bn Athir, 4l-Kamil, vol. 2, 514.
BEor Sa‘d bin AbT Waqqas, see chapter 1, note, 47.

Tabart , Tarikh, vol. 1, 2545; For quotation see Tabari, The History of al-Tabari: The
Conquest of Iraq, Southwestern Persia, and Egype, vol, xiii (Albany: State University of New
York Press, 1989) ,126.
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not called back this time after the completion of major conquest; instead they were

advised to stay in Iraq.

Arabs were not comfortable at al-Mada’in, thus they were instructed by
‘Umar to choose a suitable place for them in Iraq. ‘Umar suggested that there
should not be a sea between Arabia and the new place and th~ Arabs should be
settled at a place whose environment suits them. They therefore moved to al-Kiifa
from al-Mada’in. Al-Kiifa was closer to al-Anbar,? al-Hiro, and al-Mada’in.
These were the places where many Arabs had settled and many Arab kings had

flourished.?®

It appears that both the options were kept open by ‘Umar. He desired to
find a suitable place where Arabs could live a better life; and he was also willing
to settle them for a longer period, still he was not fearless from the option of
Sassanid attacking back the Arabs. Only in this perspective, he would have
advised the commander not to keep any sea (it is most probably an instruction
about river as there was river Euphrates around and in the conquest of Qadisiyya
there was no question of sea as sea was very far away) between Arabia and the
place of settlement of migrants so that if ever required, the retreat of the Arabs

should be easy.”

7 Al-Anbar was one of the great cities of [raq, and was called by the Persians as Firiiz
Sabiir by the name of its founder King Shahpiir. The town was used as granary and the Persians
used to store wheat and other food items for their troops in this city. Ibn Yaqdt, Ma ujam-ul-
Buldan, vol. 4, 161; Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate , 65-6.

2Abii ‘Abdillah Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ishdq Hamadani Ibn al-Faqth, Kitdb-ul-
Futiih, ed., Yisaf al-Hadi (Beirut: Alam-ul-Kutb, 1996), 248.

BAlso see Marshall Hodgson who keeps a similar view, Hodgson, The Venture of Islam,
vol. 2, 208.
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Even by then ‘Umar probably had never thought of a permanent settlement
at Iraq. He was perhaps thinking of temporary garrisons which m~y be called back
once the conquest is consolidated. In al-Kiifa and al-Basra, ‘Umar had ordered the

soldiers to build houses of Bamboos and to build temporary residents.*

Settlement at al-Basra was also decided by the state as ‘Umar had sent the
forces towards the southern front. It looks as it was initially planned as a
temporary garrison and the decision to make it permanent was made much later.
The contradictory tradition about the date of the establishment of al-Basra
supports this argument. There is a group of historian who argue al-Basra to be
founded in 14 A.H.*! On the other hand some historians claim that al-Basra was
founded in 16 or 17 AH.*? Both traditions are stronger and depict a contradictory
picture however the tradition of Mada’ini are usually considered more reliable as
compared to Saif, therefore it can be fairly assumed that al-Basra would have been

founded in 14 AH. This argument has further been supported by Baladhuri,

3T abari, Tarikh, vol, 1, 2487-8.

3 According to Tabari, al-Basra was constructed in 14 hijri, the same year when battle of
Qadisiyya was fought, It is stated by Tabari on the report of Mada’ini that ‘Umar sent Utba bin
Ghazwan to put a check on the people of Fars and don’t let them help the forces at al-Mada’in. He
ordered him to stay there. Baladhurt reported the tradition closer to it and stated that Suwaid bin
Qatba Al-Dhihali was making raids on the lower side of Iraq where later Basra was found. When
‘Umar came to know of his raids, he thought it proper to send his own agent there. Therefore Utba
bin Ghazwin of the tribe of Mazan was sent there and Suwaid came under his leadership. The
instructions Utba was provided by ‘Umar were to keep a check on the people of Ahwaz, Fars and
Maysan so that they could not help the Persians against the Muslims on the Kufan front. Khalifa
bin Khayat agrees that Basra was founded by Utba bin Ghazwan in 14 AH and Al-Qadisiyya was
fought in 15 AH. Ibn Athir also believes that Utba was sent to al-Basra in 14 AH. BaladhurT,
Futiih, 341-2; Khalifa bin Khayat, Tarikh, 128, 132; Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 2, 485.

32Tabari related on the report of Saif that Muslims settled at al-Basra in 17 AH. Ibn Sa‘d
supports this point and reports that Utba fought Qadisiyya with Sa‘d. Then ‘Umar wrote and
ordered him to send Utba towards the land of Hind. Utba moved from al-Kiifa with 800 men and
went to al-Bagra.Tabarf, 7ar7kh, vol, 1, 2486; Ibn Sa‘d, Tabaqd, 25-26.
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Khalifa bin Khayat and Ibn Athir. Yet on the other hand, the report of Saif and Ibn
Sa‘d cannot be rejected completely. Thus this contradiction infact provides ground
for asserting that al-Basra was established in 14 AH as a temporary garrison. Then
after the conquest of Qadisiyya, there arose a need to place rather long-term
garrison at al-Basra in order to secure the areas of the northern Iraq. Gradually
when the Persians kept on gathering forces against the Arabs and the Basran
forces were required occasionally, the state decided to have a rather permanent

garrison at al-Basra in 16 or 17 A.H.»

As it has already been stated ‘Umar ordered the Arabs forces not to follow
the Persians after the battle of Jalila™ but when the Persians kept on troubling the
Arabs and fought different battles with them leading to the battle of
Nihawand,***Umar concluded that the Arab army must destroy the royal forces of
the Sassanid and must kill their king in order to live peacefully.®® Hence the Arabs
were constantly involved in warfare after they had settled at Iraq. Similarly in the
conquest of Nihdwand, ‘Umar had no other option than to use the forces of al-

Kiifa and al-Basra. He wrote to the Kufans that two-third of their members should

%Donner has put a different argument and he believes that ‘Umar deliberately established
al-Kiifa in order to form a settlement for the bedouin tribes of Sa‘d’s army. Donner, The Early
Islamic Conquests, 221.

3)alila was fought immediately after Qadissiya. See details in Baladhuri, Futith, 264-5.

*The battle of Nihawand was fought between the Arabs and the Persians in 21AH. See
details, Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2596-637.

P[bid., 2634,
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go for war and one third should stay at al-Kiifa for its protection. ‘Umar had also

sent a party from al-Bagra.”

After the conquest of Niktiwand, a wave of battles with the Persians began.
Abii Misa al-Ash‘ari joined the battle of Nihawand, and then on his return
conquered Al-Dindr, Masbadhan and Mehr-i-Janqadhaf® On the conquest of
Mah-Dindr, Basrans fought and Kufans helped them.* In the same way Hamadan
was conquered probably by larir bin ‘Abdullah or by someone else from al-
Kifa.® Qum, Qashan and Isbdhan were conquered by Abii Miisa al-Ash‘ari"'
from al-Bagra.” Continuing with the same tradition,‘Umar wrote to ‘Ammar bin
Yisir'® and ordered him to send eight thousand soldiers towards al-Ray and it was
conquered by the Kufans.* In the battle of Akwaz, “‘Umar wrote Abd Miisa to
convince or prompt the Arabs to go for a battle and consequently, ten thousand

people were gathered from al-Basra for the battle.*’ The later conquest of Qazwin

TRaladhur, Futih, 300; see details of Nihdwand in Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh-i-fstam, vol. 3,
664-8,

“Baladhuri, Futih, 304-5.

% Khalifa bin Khayat Al-Shaybani, Tarikh, ed., Akram Zia al-Umari (Damascus: Dar-ul-
Qalam, 1397), 151.

“ Baladhurl, Futish, 306-8.

“'He was the one of the important leaders who joined the battle of CQadistyya and later
also became the govemor of al-Kiifa, Tbn Sa*d, Tabagdt, vol. 6, 16.

“Ral&dhuri, Futith, 308-11.

#* Ammar bin Yiisir was an earlier companion of the Prophet (PBUL). Later he supported
Ali in the battle of Jamal and Saffin. 1bn Sa‘d, Tebagdr, vol. 6, 14.

“Baladhuri, Furgh, 313-6.

Kiifi, Futih, 267, 268,
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and Zanjan were also regularized from al-Kifa.*® Likewise Adharbijan was

repeatedly conquered by the Kufans.*’

Thus it can be determined that after Nihawand, the Kufans and the Basrans
were constantly engaged in onward warfare which slowly convinced the state of
the need of a permanent garrison. They had gradually conquered so huge an
empire and it was not possible now to call the forces of al-Kiifa and al-Basra back
to Arabia. Instead the state realized the need to establish additional garrisons at
Iran. At this stage, the state policy was clear and obvious. They sought after
permanent settlements at Iraq and gave special importance to the governors of this
area. Even ‘Umar loved to call the Kufans as the Ras-ul-Arab (head of Arabs) and

valued this place.*®

In the period of ‘Uthman, the migration was further consolidated by his
decision to exchange lands of Arabia with lands at Iraq or vice-versa. At this
decision, the migrants finally decided their fates. Those who required staying at
Iraq bought the lands of those who had chosen to stay at Arabia. Talha bin

‘Ubaydulla*® who was a very rich person bought the lands of ‘Uthman, the caliph

**Baladhuri, Futith, 318-321.
“"Baladhuri, Futiih, 321-6; Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh-i-Islam, vol. 3, 169-241.
*® Ybn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol, 6, 3.

* Talha bin ‘Ubaydulla was the famous companion of the Prophet (PBUH).
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at Iraq. In the same way Marwan*® bought the lands of nekr-Marwin which was a

forest at that time.”!

Another factor which affected and finalized the decision of the state to
permanently seftle their troops at Iraq was its economic output. Iraq was a fertile
land and had generated rich spoils of war, It was expected that Iraq will provide
great income to the state, Motivation for conquest was also drawn from better
means of earning and Muthanna himself had put in the picture the Arabs of the
fact that half of Sawad, a very fertile land, has already been taken.”> Khalid
motivated the Arabs to attack the Persians by comparing Arabia with Iraq. He
tried to draw the attention of the Arabs to the heaps of food scattered in Iraq. He in
addition advised them to fight for green arcas of Iraq and to leave the drought and
hunger of Arabia for those who are not willing to fight.™> This motivation was
also reminded to Arabs by ‘Umar,* who proposed to Azd*® and Kinana®® to go to
the Iraqi front instead of Syria as he belicved that Iraq has controlled all routes of

trade and economy.”” *Umar again informed Bajila® that Iraq has taken control

%% Marwan bin al-Hakm was the cousin of ‘Uthmain and Mu‘awiya. He was chosen as the
Umayyad caliph after the death of Mu*awiya 11. BaladhutT, dnsab-ul-dshrdf, vol. 6, 255

$! TabarT, Tarlkh, vol. 1, 2854-55.

*Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 2, 432-3.

“Tabari, Tarkh, vol. 1,2031.

MTabari, Tarikh vol 1, 2160.

* A zd was a southern tribe of Arabia and belonged to migrated Kahian tribes.
%$Kinfina was als0 a southern iribe and belonged to Quga‘a.

S*Taberi, Tarfkh, vol. 1,2187-8,

**Bajila was another southern tribe and belonged to settled Kahlan tribes.
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over economy thus they must go towards Iraq. He further adde.l that Allah will
give them share in that growing economy and they will get proper means of
earning.”’ ‘Umar and other important members of the state had understood the
economic importance of the fertile land of Iraq Besides when Iraq was conquered;
the state recognized the excess amount of revenue that Iraq couid generate. ‘Umar
was the first person who made the measurements of Sawad. He imposed kharaj on
those lands which were conquered and jizya on ahl-dhimma®. On rich forty eight
dirhams, on mediocre, twenty four dirhams and on poor twelve dirhams per year
Jizya was made obligatory. The kharaj of the lands in Sawad and al-Jabal reached
at the maximum level of two crore, and ten lacs.®’ ‘Umar decided that the lands of
Sawad will not be distributed so that its taxes should be left for the next
generations. This was probably the reason of the resoluteness of ‘Umar to secure
the Iraqi front after the defeat of Jisr. This also helped the state in taking the final

decision about keeping permanent garrisons at Iraq.

Therefore this huge amount of revenue finally convinced the state of the
benefits of retaining the conquered areas of Iraq. Hence they decided to keep their

troops at Iraq for a very longer period. This economic benefit was also attractive

®Tabari, Tarikh vol 1, 2186; Certain tradition attributed to the Holy Prophet (PBUH) in
which he emphasized the importance of migration were also said to be propagated in order to
motivate the tribes to migrate. Khalil Athamana argues that the status of muhdjir was always
considered higher than those who never migrated. Thus migrating towards garrisons provided
opportunity to many nomadic tribes to change their status from a‘ra@b to muhdgjir. See, Khalil
Athamana “A‘rab and Muhajirin in the Environment of Amsar™, 9.

%The word was used for all those locals with whom the Arabs had made peace treaty and
who have accepted the dominance of Arabs.

1bn Sa‘d, Tabaqat, vol. 3, 206; see a detailed discussion on &haraj extracted from
Sawad and taxes levied on it in different periods in Baladhuri, Futith, 268-74.
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for the migrants themselves. On receiving the huge amount of stipends, share in
spoils of wars and other financial benefits, the migrants were willing to stay at

Iraq for a very long time or perhaps decided to live there on permanent basis.
2.2 Motives of the Migrants and their Composition at Iraq

Even if all of the migrants been discussed here were ethnically Arabs, who
shared some common religious and cultural characteristics; there were many
differences as well amongst them. The migrants belonged to different tribal
groups, different social and economic backgrounds and had different outlooks on
life. The motives of the migrants thus can only be examined by keeping the huge
variety of people in mind. It was not possible to analyze the motives of each and
every individual separately; therefore a much larger unit of tribe has been chosen
which will not only trace the variety of motives but will also help in exposing the

composition of the tribes at the migratory place.

In order to derive the motives of migration of each tribe, the tribal
composition of al-Kiifa has been drawn out through a study of the 6" volume of
Tabagat-ul-Kubra of 1bn Sa‘d which provides the biographies of the Kufans.®? Ibn
Sa‘d has divided his study into various tabaqat. tabaqat literally means ‘layers’
and Ibn Sa‘d has ordered his fabagat by the categories of the companions of the
Prophet (PBUH), and different rabaqar of tabe ‘in starting from first tabaga to
ninth tabaga. The companions of the Prophet (PBUH) cbviously reported
traditions from the Prophet. The first tabaqa related traditions from Abu Bakr,

‘Umar, ‘Uthman or Ali, and the second tabaqa belongs to the tabe ‘in who

Ibn Sa‘d, Tabagqat, vol. 6.
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narrated traditions from Ibn ‘Abbas and ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar etc. The third
tabaga of tabe ‘in were those who reported traditions from some scholars of al-
Kiifa. Likewise the fourth and fifth tabaqa of tabe ‘in belongs to those who relied
on later scholars of al-Kiifa as their source. This explains that there was difference
of time between first, second, third, fourth and fifth fabaga which can further
establish the fact that the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) and first tabaga of
tabe in were mostly the initial settlers at al-Kiifz. Most of them had also
participated in the battle of Qadisiyya. In the same manner, the tdbe ‘in of second
and third tabaqa were either the descendents of the earlier settlers or some of them
were the new settlers. Similarly, the tabe ‘in of fourth and fifth fabaga would
mostly be the descendents of the tabe ‘in of second and third tabaqa and there is
very less chance of any new migration in this period. This study will take the unit
of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) and of first yabaga as initial settlers.
The idea is to analyze the composition of tribes in the initial period and then to
Jjudge the change that came in the second, third, fourth and fifth fabaga in the
tribal composition of al-Kiifa which will be treated as later period. The change,
increase or decrease in the composition of tribes will help in analyzing their
motives to migrate and their adjustment in the new environment. The later fabagat
have not been studied as they mention the biographies of the people who lived in

the Abbasid era which is not the scope of this study.

The methodology adopted for this study is to gather the nash of each
individual and then to count the numbers of individuals of each tribe in each
tabaga. The method has some flaws as it has generalized the information of some

selected biographies. Still, it was a fine method to get an idca of the rough
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composition of tribes at al-Kiufa. Besides, this study of Ibn Sa‘d has been
supported by the narratives of the Muslim history in order to draw a balanced

conclusion.

An Arab tribe has certain common features which distingnuishes it from the
other tribes. Most of the tribes shared common territory and common economic
and political status. Even the tribes who had settled apart had some common
features, relationships and links with the remaining members of the tribe. The
example is that of Kinda whose sub-tribe had settled at Diimat-ul-Jandal and some
of them kept living at Yaman. They maintained a common identity. Some of the
tribes who had settled apart from each other and developed their separate
identities will be dealt separately in this study. For instance Aws and Khizrij of
Madina and Azd of Oman will be taken as separate tribes, although ethnically all

of them belonged to Azd.

Ibn Sa‘d has also devoted one volume of his research on the biographies of
Basrans.®® This volume has not been studied in detail. It has already been
examined in a research of similar kind by Donner. Within the study, the
conclusions of Donner will be repeated and analyzed to take a view of the
situation of al-Basra, yet this study will largely formulate its conclusions on the

basis of composition of tribes at al-Kifa.

Before moving to the discussion of the analysis of the motives of each

tribe separately, it is better to have an integrated look at the initial stages of the

1bn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol. 7.
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movement. The tribes who moved at first to the Iraqi front and fought must be

seen and analyzed carefully before moving to their composition at al-Kiifa.

The Iraqi front was opened by Shayban, a sub-tribe of Bakr bin wa’il.%
The conquest of Iraq started with the personal initiative of Muthanna of Banu
Shayban at the northern front of Irag. One of the reasons for tﬁe acute interest of
Bakr bin Wa’il in the conquest and subsequently in the settlement at Iraq was their
nomadic behavior and their constant habit to be engaged in raids and battles in the
pre-Islamic times. They fought battles mainly against Tame,6f but also against
certain other tribes like Taghlib,%® and Dabba.*’ Shayban had also followed the
practice of raiding certain tribes.’® Certain tribes raided Shayban as well but they

were defeated, for instance Silaym and Tay’® raided Shaybin but they

#See chapter 1, note 8.

%Tamim is a northern tribe of Mudar. Ibn Athir has related many incidents of battles
between the two but unfortunately he has not provided the chronology. In one of the instances,
Shayban gathered their men and raided the land of Tamim and attacked on Tha‘laba bin Yarbi‘,
Tha‘laba bin Sa‘d bin Dabba, Tha‘laba bin Adi bin Fazara, and Tha‘laba bin Sa‘d bin Zubyan.
Shayban killed them and looted their property. Tamim gathered their forces and attacked Shayban
in return, killed many and took their spoils back. Ibn Athir, a/-Kdmil, vol.1, 598; There was again
a series of battle reported between Tamim and Shayban. Ibid., 602-6, 610, 637.

®Taghlib is the other important branch of Rabia from which Bakr bin Wa’il also
belonged. Taghlib and Bakr fought for the first time in very older times. The reason was the
murder of Kulib of Taghlib by Jusas of Murrah bin Shayban. Taghlib won and many of the Bakr
were killed in this battle. Ibid., 523-32; Another battle was reported in the time of the emergence
of Islam. Muthanna bin Haritha raided Taghlib who lived near Euphrates. He remained successful,
killed many of them and looted spoils. Ibid., 647. Tabari explains that Muthanna raided Taghlib
during his campaigns towards Iraq and the reason was the acute shortage of supplies to his army.
Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1,2062.

$"Dabba is another northern tribe of Mudar. Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vo!, !, 613.
®Ibid., 598, 612-3, 647.

%Siilaym was a northern tribe of Mugdar while Tay’ was a migroted Kahlan tribe of
southern Arabia.
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themselves were defeated.”” In most of these Ayyam, Shayban remained
successful. Due to their habit of raiding, they also particularly rai-led certain tribes
living at Iraq,”’ hence it can be concluded that they were already willing to fight

against Persians.”

Another factor which had crystallized the willingness of Shayban to fight
against Persians was the battle of Dhi-Oar. Shayban was the participant in the
battle of Dhi-Qar which was fought by the Arabs against the Persians.”” The
reason was the revolt of Na‘man bin al-Mandhar, the last ruler of al-Hira against
his patron, the Sassanid King. When Na‘man set off to fight Kisra (the Persian
king), he took the members of Shayban along. HanT bin Mas‘iid was the leader of
Shayban who was warned by Kisra not to follow Na‘man but he and many others
from Bakr bin Wa’il had participated in this battle. In this battle Persians were

defeated and Bakr bin Wa’il was successful.” Donner pointed out that the

™Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol, 1, 608-9.

"'For instance Shaybin raided tribe of Zubayd who lived in the territory of Persia. Ibn
Athir, al-Kamil, vol.1, 612-3.

2See more about the Ayyam of the Arabs in Sa‘d Zahgol Abdu! Hamid, Fi-Tartkh-ul-
Arab Qibl-ul-Islam (Beirut: Dar-un-Nahzat-ul-ARabia, 1976), 311, 321.

73According to Mas*adi, Harab z7-qar started at the birth of the Prophet (PBUH) in which
Bakr bin W3#’il fought against the Persians and continued till forty years. Mas‘udi, Mardj, vol.l,
306-7; Morony stated that Bakr bin Wa’il defeated Sasanids in 604 AD. Morony, Iraq after the
Muslim Conquests, 220; Donner argued that Bakr bin W#’il defeated Persians in 611 AD. Fred M.
Donner, “The Bakr bin W3a’il Tribes and Politics in Northeastern Arabia”, Studia Islamica 51,
(1980): 6. It seems that these wars continued for a longer period and there were series of battles in
this war,

™The reason of the revolt of Na*man was that Kisra asked Na‘mar to bring his sister as
he was told that the sister of Na‘min is the most beautiful women of the Arabs. Na‘man was
enraged over this and took an army to fight the Persians. See detail in Mas‘iidt, Marij, vol.2, 76-8;
Ibn Athir, ai-Kamil, vol.1, 482,488-90; Kister argues that the dynasty of I akhm was abolished
because it could not be trusted. They failed to prevent the Arab tribes to raid on Persian territories
and probably Na‘man had planned a new policy of supporting and backing thz Arab tribes due to
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rebellious chiefs of Bakr bin W2a’il had defeated a Persian army at the battle of
Dhi-Qar. He argued that these tribes had already developed their grievances
against the Sassanid and when the Muslim armies were fightin~ the ridda wars,
these tribes were eager to attack Persia.” Muthanna in fact warted to attack Iraq
to kill the people of Iraq whom he believed to be his enemies.”® Muthanna had
participated in the ridda wars and fought on the side of Muslims.”” After the

completion of this task, he reverted back to his old enemies.

However the ultimate motives and the desire to settle‘ at Iraq had not
emerged only because they had developed enmity against the Persians. Before the
battle of Dhi-Qar, Shyaban, like many other tribes of Tamim and Rabi‘a was also
keeping good relations with the Persians. Qays bin Mas‘lid Al-Shaybant, one of
the chiefs of Shayban, was granted the lands of Taff Ubiilla by the Persian King
Parwiz, after the death of al-Na‘man III on the grantee that Bakr bin W3a’il will not
attack the areas of Sawad.”® The bulk of the Shayban was nomadic tribesmen and
had regular contacts with Iraq just before the rise of Islam. Parts of Shayban had

close relations with the Sassanid and lived a settled life but majority of them lived

the weaknesses of Persian Empire. M. J, Kister, “Mecca and Tamim” Journal of the Economic and
Social History of the Orient 8 (1965):115.

Donner, “Bakr bin Wa*il”, 6.

Ibn Hajr, /sdba, vol. 3, 341; Shayban and some of the others from Pabi*a were living in
Sawad with the permission of Kisra. They lived there peacefully for some tim«: but after some time
the Persians started teasing them. At this, Muthanna came back and tcok revenge from the
Persians. Kuft, Futith, vol,1, 73.

"See note, 5.

"Kister, M. J. “Al-Hira: Some Notes on its Relations with Arabia® in Arabicals, fasc. 2
(June, 1968): 151.
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as nomads and semi-nomads.” Shayban and parts of Bakr bin Wi’il have seen the
prosperity and affluence of the Iraqi cities. Some of the Shayban were living in the
areas of Sawad in pre-Islamic times or were at least found near 1 raq®® Kafi reports
that Shayban and some of the others from Rabi‘a had moved from Tihama and
Hijaz to Iraq in the times of drought and took permission from Kisra to stay there
in pre-Islamic times. They were given the Permission on the condition that they
will act as good neighbors.®' When Islam appeared and Bakr bin Wa’il felt threats,
some of them again decided to move to the areas of Sawad.*? Nonetheless they
always seem willing and keen to gain settlements at Iraq. Their interaction with
the Persians and their earlier experience of settlements at Iraq was the most

important factor in motivating the groups of Bakr bin Wa’il to settle at Iraq.

On the other hand, the rest of the Arabs were initially not attracted towards
the eastern front. Even Khalid himself was reported to have disliked the decision
to send him to Iraq.¥ Although there were some individuals who took initiative

and attacked the Persian territory without the orders of central command, the

"Donner, “Bakr bin Wa'il”, 22; The Early Islamic Conquests, 25, 171.

*Tamim and Taghlib came to attack Shayban in pre-Islamic times and a battle was fought
at in an area of Sawad, which means some of Shayban were living in Sawad. [bn Athir, al-Kamil,
vol. 1, 648; Shayban occupied the districts West of Euphrates from Al-Ubulla to Hit but they were
specially found in the areas west of al-Hira. Donner, “Bakr bin Wa’il”, 22.

8 Kafi, Futith, vol,1, 73.

lbn Athlr, al-Kamil, vol. 1, 654; They must have been those sections of Bakr bin Wa’il
who had not participated in Dhi-Qar and were against the Muslims.

®The decision of sending Khilid to Iraq was initiated by ‘Umar in the period of the rule
of Abi Bakr. Khilid believed ‘Umar never to be his well-wisher. Khalid was staying in a valley in
Yamama. Kifi, Futih, vol 1, 74; Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2016.
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northern and southern Arabs were largely not interested in moving towards the

Iraqi front.*.

Probably Arabs were unwilling to fight the Iranians due to their mighty
power, yet there were certain other factors as well. The Persians had become
weaker in their constant warfare with the Byzantines and Arabs. They were also
facing political problems but when the caliph ‘Umar incited the Arabs to fight
against Persians, they had become well-organized again because of the crowing of
Yazdjard bin Shahryar who was a direct descendent of Kisra.®* ‘Umar, Muthanna
and Khalid had motivated the Arab tribes to go to Iraq for finding rich spoils,®
however after the defeat of Jisr, the Arabs again become reluctant to go towards
the Iraqi front. BaladhurT even talks about a year of silence in which the Arabs did
not send any expedition towards Iraq after the defeat of Jisr.®” ‘Umar convinced

some of the tribes to go to the Iraqi front. He even offered huge benefits to certain

tribes on the condition that they would go and fight at the Iradi front. Azd and

¥11a° bin al HadramT was sent by Abi Bakr to Bahrain, basically to deal with the rebel
tribes of Rabr*a over there. Rabi*a wanted to give the leadership of Bahrain to the family of
Mandhar. The brother of Na‘mdn bin al Manzar was appointed as their leader. ‘11a> fought and
defeated the rebel tribes, he then crossed the sea and reached at Darain, which was part of the
Persian territory to fight the fleeing forces of the defeated army. The decision was disapproved by
‘Umar and Ila was demoted from his position, however some of the members of his army kept
staying at [raq. Tabari, 7arikh, vol. 1, 1957-76; Martin Hinds argues that this was the third front of
conquests towards Iraq which have not been given importance by scholars like Shaban and
Donner. Martin Hinds, “The First Arab Conquest in Fars” in /ran22, (1984): 39-53.

*5Tabart, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2119.
%See details on page no, 67-8.

¥"Baladhurl, Futih, 253-4; Kifi gives a different description and in his account Jarir was
sent immediately after the defeat of Jisr to reinforce and to help the defeated army. Kifi, Futih,
vol. 1, 137-8; TabarT also relates that Jarir was sent somewhat earlier from the main army of Sa‘d
as TabarT further told that Bajila participated in the battle o Biiwaib and after the battle, the one
forth of Khams was given to Bajila. After the battle of Biiwaib, Muthanna died and ‘Umar sent
Sa‘d bin Abi Wagqds and made *Abdiilla bin Jarir under his command. Ibid., 2183-4.
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Kinana came to ‘Umar and asked him to send them to Syria but ‘Umar incited
them to go to Iraq, and they agreed.®® Similarly ‘Abdullah al-Bajali came and
showed his willingness to join the Iraqi front with his people, but on the condition
of one fourth share in the spoils.” Jarir related that Mudar wanted to go to Iraq
and YamanT wanted to go to Syria but ‘Umar decided about exch group himself
according to the requirements of different fronts.”® Thus it was not always by the
choice of the tribes that they moved to the Iraqi front. Most of ti¢ tribes had come
without any particular motives. The only thing they wanted wes 1o fight and to
collect spoils. But once when they saw the huge benefits of conquest at Iraq, most
of them took their decision to settle.

The narratives of the Muslim history also provide a general idea of the
composition of tribes in Iraq. A general idea can also be taken by assessing the
composition of the armies of the conquest. Khalid joined the forces of Muthanna
and his forces were mainly consisted of Ansar and Muhgjirin.”' Although Khalid
was sent to Syria but on the death of Abii Bakr, ‘Umar called all of the army of
Khalid from Syria to Iraq on the instructions of Abli Bakr. -This army was

defeated at Jisr and many of its soldiers fled back to Medina. Thus in order to find

® Ibid., 2187-8.

%Baladhuri, Futith, 253; However Tabari gives a different story and he believes that
‘Umar himself motivated Bajila to move to Iraq. ‘Umar told Bajila that Iraq has taken control over
economy thus you must go towards Iraq. Allah will give you share in that growing economy and
you will get proper means of earning. Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2186; However in another tradition,
Tabarf relates that Jarir came to ‘Umar, gathered his members of Bajila and only agreed to fought
on Iraqi front when he was not given permission to go to Syria. ‘Umar himself rewarded him with
the one fourth of Khams in the spoils of war, Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2183.

Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2222.

'K fs, Futith, vol. 1, 77.
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a general assessment of the initial settlers, the composition of the armies of
Qadisiyya must be analyzed carefully as they were not called back.

By then, it has been clear that Bakr bin Wa’il, Azd and Bajila were the
prominent forces of Qadisiyya and these tribes were also the initial settlers at Iraq.
Besides, under the leadership of Sa‘d bin Abt Waqqas, a new and larger army was
prepared by different tribal groups. This army remained successful and almost all
of its elements settled somewhere at Iraq. This army inclrJed Bajila, Azd,
Kinana, Ribab,””Sa‘d (Jush‘am),”Dabba, and Abdsi Qays. Three thousand men
and one thousand women and children had come from Sirat and Yaman to join the
conquests but they desired to go to Syria. ‘Umar insisted and sent half of them to
Iraq. The people who had come from Yaman largely belonged to Nakh‘a of
Madhhij, Ju‘fi and its halifs and Hadarmaut.** ‘Umar also sent reinforc'ements to
Sa‘d in the form of two thousand Yeminis and two thousand Najidi who were
from Ghatfin and Qays ‘Aiylan.”® Sa‘d further selected a thousand from Ribab
and three thousand from Tamim to join his army. Al-Ash’ath bin Qays® from

Kinda joined Sa‘d with an army of seventeen hundred.”” Muthanna at the time of

2 Ribab is a confederacy of Mudar tribes from Northeastern Arabia that included the
Taym, ‘Adi and Thawr, ‘Abd Manat bin Udd, Ukl, Athal and the Dabba bin Udd. Ibn Athir, a/-
Kamil, vol.1, 617;

Jush‘am of the Sa‘d is a small sub-tribe of the Sa*d Tamim. ‘Abdu! Qays is the sub-tribe
of Rabi‘a. :

% Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1,2218.

%Ghatfan is a sub-branch of Qays Aiylan. Qiys Aiylan was a sub-braach of Mugar. Ibid.,
2221

%Al-Ash’ath bin Qays was the leader of Kinda who had fought against the Muslims in
ridda wars, later repented and joined the conquest movement. He and his descendents played an
important role in future politics of Iraq.

9K inda is the sub-tribe of the migrated Kahlan. Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2222.

L0
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Qadissiya had eight thousand men from the tribe of Rabi*a, six thousand from

Bakr bin W#a’il, from Yaman two thousand of Bajila and two thousand from

Quda‘a and Tay’.”® These are almost the same tribes which appeared in the study

of Tabagat of Ibn Sa‘d. Abi ‘Abdullah,

The Tribal Composition of Kufans till the end of the Umayyad Period

Name of the tribe Compan | First Second | Third Fourth | Fifth
ion of Tabaqa | Tabaga | Tabaqa | Tabaga | Tabaqa
the of
Pl‘ophct Tabe‘in 606 total | 122 total | 80 51
(PBUH)

143 total | 330
total
Initial period Later period
. 4 29 4 8 4 4
T 2 32 9 13 7 4
I | 8 10 7 3 3 3
1 1} 14 2 4 1 1 2
I | 2 12 0 1 2 1
1 B 2 9 L 3 1 0
I 4 1 0 3 0 0
- I s ) R > |
L
L 2 14 0 1 1 2

®Ibid,, 2221.
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4 0 1
4 3 2
12 16 10
2 0 1
Tamim (Zayd 0 | 0
Manat+yarbi)
Hawazin (Thaqtf) 2 1 1
Tha‘laba 2 1 0
Bakr bin Wa'il
(Shaybin) 3 . 2 0
Baki bin Wil (*Tj1) 1 0 0
Bsk_'fbiﬁ Wil 1 1 0
(Hanifa)
Khiuza‘a 1 1 0
Kin#na 0 0 1
Dabba 1 4 1
Mihérib 3 2 0
Fazara 1 1 1
Jurham 1 1 0
Salaym 1 3 2
Tay’ 1 I 0
Hawdzin (Jush*am) 2 0 0
Ghatfan 1 0 0
Ashja’ 0 0 0




87

Hagrama

Nahdi

“Abd (‘Abdul Qnys)

Kahil (Asad)

‘Ukl

L

“‘Umro bin ‘Awf

Khazr*a (hatif of
Angar)

Aslam

Harith bin Kulab
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-Catcgory one: The tribes whose number was very high in the initial stages
and kept on increasing in the later period

CategoryOne
16 - - :

12

0w -

Madhij [murad + jufitnakbe+iab bin Hamadan Bajila
Harith)

I:Companion of the Prophet (PBUH) & First Tabaga of Tabain w Second Tabaga @ Third Tabaga ® Fourth Tabaga mFifth Tabaqal

Bl ategory two: The tribes whose number were high in the initial period and

remained consistent in the later period. | NENEGEGINGEG

Category Two
12 - -
10 e, R C e s .
8 . e —
[
4 . —_——— - .. - .
.. ﬂ II J “I
- _,
Azd Khurayma  Asad {Anzah, Havarin [Aamie Queaysh (fahr)
{Thataba bin  Jadils, Hilal)’ bin Ssuzah) Taym,
Daudan bin makhzoom, Abd
Asad) Manaf bin Zuhes

w Companion of the Prophet (PEUH) @ Fiest Tabaga of Tabaln & Second Tabaga # Third Tabaga = Fourth Tabaga ®@Fifth Tabaga




89

-Category three: The people whose number increased gradually and were
higher in the last tabaga. -

25 -

20 -

15 -

10 -

Category Three

sCompanion of the Prophet {PBUHII
@ First Tabaga of Tabain !

mSecond Tabaga i

& Third Tabaga
m Fourth Tabaga
mF¥th Tabaga

4. -:Category four: The tribes whose number was few in the initial period and
they remained consistent in the later period (few and consistent)

O M= KN W OR O W

"

Category Four

'l N ____Bs dn i
TamimiZaid Hawezin [Thagif) Thalabs Bakrbin Wall Bakrbin Wall (§#]  Bakr bin Walt
Manxt+yarbuh) {shayban) {Hania)

mCormpanion of the Prophet (PBUH) & First Tabaga of Tabain @ Second Tabaga m Third Tabaga = Fourth Tsbaga mFifth Tahaq;l
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Ghathin Mllli

Category Four (Cont..)

6 .

S - .

4 - .

3 f -

2 .

5 I I‘ i M
|. [ L |

Khuzays Ilnunlbbl Muhs b Tayy
m Companion of the Prophet {FBUH) B First Tabaqa of Tabain m Second Tabaga w Third Tabaga B Fourth Tabaga wF#th Tabhga
Category Four (Cont..)

10 - :
9 . é
8 - i
7 +
6
5 .

4

3 .

2 I '

1

: Ul || "
M&VII {Aﬂdl

ha l

| ® Comganion of the Prophet (PBUH) B First Tabaga of Tabain @ Second Tabaga ® Third Tabaga & Fourth Tabaga M Fifth Tahaqn-l
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% Category five: The tribes whose number was very few SRS

25

15 -

furs

+

0.

wn

0 ,II
Zubayda

Category Five

Jubhna Taghlib Asharia Munyns

Ghafar Sabl Quzaye

Il
Il

Laiyth

I wCornparion of the Prophet (PEUH) B First Tabaqa of Tabain B Second Tabaga W Third Tabaga W Fourth Tabaga 8 Fifth Tabpaga)

6. Category six: The tribes whose number was very few and they almost

disappeared  (few and disappeared)

35 -

25 -

15 -

05 -

Category Six

Urmre bin Auf Khazara (halif of Ansar) Aslam fHiarith bin Kulab

m{ompanion of the Prophet {PBUH) @ First Tabaga of Tabain @ 5econd Tabaga @ Third Tabaga & Fourth Tabaga mFiftth Tabagal
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In the stage of initial settlers, the most numerous group- appear to be that
of Madhhij, Hamadan, Bajila and Asad. Majority of these triba! groups belonged
to migrated Kahlan of Yaman and Asad belonged to Rabi‘a. Ansar, Quraysh,
Kinda, Abs, Khuzayma, also seems to be in very good number. ‘Amr bin Sa‘sa’a,
Ashja‘i and Azd were also found in a considerable number. The difference
between these tribal groups came in the later period. Madhl)ij, Hamadan and
Bajila remained increasing in the later period. It appears that these tribal groups
not only settled themselves at Iraq but called their friends end relatives from
Arabia to Iraq. It can be assumed that most of the late migrants would be

belonging to these tribal groups.

The number of Quraysh did not increase as it was expected from larger
number of their initial settlers. There are certain examples of the return migrants
from the tribe of Quraysh. It can be assumed that Quraysh belonged to the elite of
Medina and after completing their conquests, they sought to go back to Medina to
settle back there. Azd, Kinda, Abs, Khuzayma and Asad were also numerable in
the initial period and their number remained consistent in the later period. Azd,
Kinda and Asad showed their considerable presence at al-Kiifa in the Umayyad
period and can be seen in the narrative accounts but lesser accounts about

Khuzayma and Abs were found.

A large number of tribes have shown a consistent composition throughout
the period. They did not appear as larger groups in the initial per'od, instead their
number was few. No considerable change came in their compos’tion in the later

period and they remained consistent. Tamim, Bakr bin Wa’il, Siilaym, Tay’ and
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‘Abdul-Qays are some of the examples of this category. The trivcs whose number
either decreased or they become totally absent in the later period are, ‘Umro bin

‘Awf, Aslam and Harith bin Kulab.

It comes out from this study that the people from some important tribal
groups like Tamim, Bakr bin Wa’il and Tay’ were very few at this time although
they participated in Qadisiyya. This can also be explained by the study done by
Donner on the composition of Basran tribes. He concluded that in the period of
the companion of the Prophet, (PBUH) (here it has been called as period of initial
settlers) some branches of Tamim and Bakr bin W2a’il likc Dhuhl were well
represented in al-Bagsra. Bakr bin Wa’il and Tamim continued to exist in the first
and second tabaqa in al-Bagra.” Thus it means Tamim mainly settled there. The
less number of Bakr bin W2’il at al-Kiifa can also be understood by the initial
phases of migrations where Shayban and others from Bakr bin Wa’il had stayed at
al-Hira. It seems they always preferred al-Hira on al-Kiifa, later probably some of

them had moved to al-Kiifa.

Another important change was the gradual increase in the numbers of
slaves and mawali. There were some mawali who were themselves Arabs and
were mawali of the Arab tribes. The number of Arab mawali was lesser than the
non-Arabs slaves and mawali and the Arab mawali were largely found in the

period of initial settlers or to some extent in the period of the firzt tabaga.

* Fred M. Donner, “Tribal Settlement in Basra During the First Century A.H.” in Tarif
Khaltdi, Land Tenure and Social Transformation in the Middle East (Beirut: American University
of Beirut, 1984), 103-4,
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To further support the conclusions of the study, it is significant to have a
look at the representation of tribes as shown in the settlement nattern of al-Kifa.
The tribes had settled around the mosque and market place. Three streets were
constructed on the eastern and western side of the mosque, while four and five
streets were erected on its back and front side respectively. On the front side
Stilaym, Thaqif, Hamadan, Bajila, Taym al-Lat, and Taghlib were dwelled in
different streets. Likewise, Asad, Nakh‘a, Kinda and Azd were settled in the four
streets on the back side of the mosque. On the eastern side, Ansar, Muzayna,
Tamim, Muharib, and ‘Amir had been inhabited. Finally on the western side of the
mosque, Bijala,'® Bajla, Juhayna, Jadila and related tribes were settled. Other
residences were built behind these main settlements.'”! This description of tribes
tallies with the information gathered by study of Ibn Sa‘d. Taghlib is the only tribe
whose presence was missing and it appeared in the fifth fabaqa in the study. Such
contradictions can easily be removed by adding accounts from narratives of
Muslim history. Taghlib had been living along the Euphrates and were either full
time shepherding groups or were semi-nomads.'®® Taghlib had a prolonged history
of Taghlib-Qays wars in the pre-Islamic times. The tribe was also involved in
ridda wars along with false prophetess Sajah and her Tamimi clan, while some of

them had resisted against the Muslim conquest armies and were the late converts

'%Bijala is a sub-tribe of Dhiihal bin Bakr bin Sa‘d bin Dabba. See Sam*ani, Ansab, vol.1,
41.

1'Tabari, Tarfkh, vol. 1, 2489-90.

"Donner, The Early Islamic Conquests, 19.
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t

but afterward they joined the Muslims and dwelt at al-Kufa in an earlier stage.'”
*Abduliah bin Mu‘tam while conquering TakrTt made a peace treaty with several
Arab tribes of Taghlib, Iydd and Namir who had accepted Islam.'™ Those who
remained non-Muslims were dealt kindly and were charged with lesser amount of
Jjizya. Taghlib and their sub-tribes of Iyad and Namir were given way to al-
Mada’in to Sa‘d and then resided with him at al-Kiifa.'” Utba bin al-Waghl of the
Taghlib'® was a political activist in al-Kiifa at the time of ‘Uthran, On the battle
of Jamal,'” Taghlib fought under the banner of RabT'a on Ali’s side. According to
Micheal Lecker, the Taghlibi community living at al-Kiifa was reported to be very

1,'® thus it can be fairly assumed that the reason of their being missing in the

smal
accounts of Ibn Sa‘d would have been due to their smaller number. Yet certainly

they had their presence at al-Kafa.

In order to further explore the motives of the tribes, the tribes will be
examined according to their larger tribal grouping. The motives of the tribes of

Yaman {Kahtin) will be dealt separately from that of ‘Adnan. Within Yaman

'"“Micheal Lecker, Peoples, Tribes and Society in Arabia around the Time of Muhammad
(London: Ashgate, 2005), 41-45. '

"“Tabarf, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2476,
1%Tabari, Tarikh vol, 1,2482.
"%He belonged to Sa*d bin Jush‘am bin Bakr of Taghlib.

' The battle of Jamal was fought in which ‘Ayi’sha , the wife of the Prophet (PBUH)
and Tatha and Zubair, two of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) fought against *All, the
caliph of the Arab empire at that time, For details see, Muhammad Barkat al-Baili, Tarikh-ud-
Dawlat-ul-‘drablot-ul-Isidmic mandh Ba'th-ul-Nabwalyya Hata Sagit-ul-Dawlat-ul-Umwaiyya
{Cairo: Kulayat-ul-Arab, n.d.), 212-23,

'®Micheal Lecker, Peoples, Tribes and Society in Arabia at the Time of Muhammad, 41-
45,
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(Kahtan), the division of Quda‘a, migrated and settled Kahlan has been devised.

In the same way Rabi‘a and Mugar will be studied in detail while discussing the

tribal group of ‘Adnan.'”

2.2.1 Tribal Composition of Yaman (Kaht#n) at al-Kiifa

Saba bin Kahtan, an ancestor of Arabs had ten sons ‘acoording to a tradition

related to the Prophet (PBUH). He informed that Lakhm, Judhdm, Amila and

Ghassan had dwelt in Syria, and Asad, Kinda, Humayr, Ash‘ari, Madhhij, Anmar

had settled at Yaman. By Anmar the Prophet (PBUH) meant Bajila and Khath‘am.

In another tradition, in place of Madhhij and Ash‘ail, Ak and Azd have been

mentioned. !’

The two large divisions in Kahtan are Humayr and Kahlan

2.2.1.1 Humayr (Quda‘a)

Name of the tribe Initial First Second Third Fourth | Fifth
Settlers | Tabaga | Tabaqa Tabaga | Tabaqa | Tabaqa
| AR (whose sub- | 1 5 0 0 0 0
tribes have not been
mentioned)
Eoo 0 0 0 2 I 0
| e 0 3 0 0 0 0
Kinana 1 1 0 0 0 1
Nahdi 0 1 0 2 1 0
1. Quda‘a, Juhayna and Layth: Very few

1%For Tribal Genealogy see, Abi Fauz Muhammad Amin Al-Baghdadi, Sabaik-uz-Zahb

Ji-Marafat-ul-Qabail-ul-Arab (Beirut: Dar-ul-Kutb al-Ilmia, n.d.)

" Sam*ani, Ansab, vol.1, 24.
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2. Kinana and Nahdi : Few and consistent

By looking at the table, it can be analyzed that Quda‘a and its sub-tribes
not only decreased in number but in fact they were never the enthusiastic
migrants. Their number has in all periods remained very meag~r. A few of them
left and their number slowly decreased or completely vanishes! away. Rests of
them were late comers but their number was also not very significant. Kinana was
the only tribe which has been mentioned as participating in the conquest army
thus they were willing to inhabit them at Iraq. Kinana had always stayed as
leading tribe of the Quda‘a. In pre-Islamic times, Zahir bin Jinab al-Kalbi of
Kinana bin Bakr bin ‘Awf al-Kalbi was a leader of Qudi‘a, under whose
headship, all Quda‘a were united in 350 or 450 AD. He fought a war with Ghatfan
and then collected all Yamant against Bakr and Taghlib. Zahir defeated them,
killed many and collected huge spoils of war.!"' Besides one member of Kinana
who had later settled at al-Kiifa was the companion of the Prophet (PBUH),”2
hence they had some kind of interaction with Muslims before the conquest.
Another sub-tribe of Quda‘a which had played an important role in the early
history of Islam was Juhayna. Juhayna was a sub tribe of Quda‘a and was settled
in the hilly tracts of “Dudwa in Yanbii‘.'"® There was a treaty between Muslims
and Juhayna concluded immediately after the Hijrat of the Prophet (PBUH). Ibn

Ishaq and Ibn Sa‘d have also mentioned that Juhayna were in alliance with the

" 1bn Athir al-Kamil, vol.1, 502-5.

'"?Khalid bin Arfata of Quda‘a met the Prophet (PBUH) and relates traditions from him.
Ibn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol.6, 21.

'"Stbn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 247; Yanbi* exists in the north of Arabia. Many early
expeditions of the Prophet were directed towards north and Juhayna helped the Muslims in those
early raids.
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14 Juhayna became the major supporters of the Prophet (PBUH) and

Muslims.
helped him on various occasions. The prominent members of Juhayna who
supported the Prophet were Jiindab bin Makith and Ma‘dib bin Khalid al-Juhni.'"®

As Juhayna was settled at the northern territories of Arabia, thus they were least

interested in moving towards Iraq. They might have moved towards Syria.

2.2.1.2 Migrated Kahlan
Name of the tribe Initial First Second Third Fourth Fifth
Settlers | Tabaqa | Tabaqa Tabaga | Tabaga | Tabaqa

I | 14 2 4 1 1 2

| | 2 9 1

I 2 12 0 1 2 1

Tay’ 3 4 3 1 1 0

Khuza‘a 5 3 1 1 1 0

Ansar, Azd and Kindah: High and consistent

Tay’, Khuza‘a: Few and consistent

The migrated Kahlan tribes originally belonged to Yaman but in pre-
Islamic times, they had migrated from Yaman and had settled at different areas of
Arabia. For instance Azd of Oman migrated to Oman, some of other Azd migrated
to Medina (the descendents of those were called Aws and Khazrij) and Khuza‘a

migrated to Mecca. There is confusion about Khuza‘a. Some of the genealogists

" Ibn Sa‘d, Tabagat,. vol. 2, 6.

5Both were the earlier converts and supported the Prophet (PBUH). Wagidi, Futih, vol.
2, 571; vol. 3, 990.
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consider Khuzi‘a as a sub-tribe of Elyas bin Mudar, however it seems more
correct that they belonged to Kahlan and had migrated to Makkah. Khuza‘a were
the halif of the Quraysh and were part of the Hudibiyya pact.''® Likewise some of
the other Kahlan tribes also migrated. Lakhm and Judham migrated to al-Hira,
Tay’ went to northwards Aja and Salma Mountains, and Kinda dwelt in Bahrain

but later went to Najd.'!’

It could be observed that the migrated Kahlan tribes were high in the initial
period and remained consistent in the later period. Others were few and their
composition remained consistent. While looking at the background of these
migrated Kahlan tribes, Azd appears to be the most significant tribe. A few of the
Azd in the pre-Islamic period had migrated to Oman and were later called as Azd
of Oman. Some other had migrated towards Medina and Aws and Khizrij were the
sub-branches of those migrants of Azd.'"® It is very clear that Ansar developed a
completely different background from the rest of the migrated Kahlan tribes.
Ansar were in the forefront of the Islamic movement being the early supporters
and followers of the Prophet (PBUH). Ansar had participated in conquests in huge
number and consequently were seen in a larger number at al-Kiifa in the initial
period of migrations. They also appeared in a huge number at al-Basra in the
period of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH). Donner remarked that they

either continued to migrate or had descendants at al-Basra. He also believed that

"8Ibn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 315.
Mbid., 252-3.

"Mbid., 252; for details of Azd see, Brian J. Ulrich, “Constructing Al- Azd: Tribal Identity
and Society in the Early Islamic Centuries” PhD Dissertation, Madison: Univcrsity of Wisconsin,
2008, 62-145.
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it was the conscious policy of the state to send Quraysh to Syria and Ansar to
Iraq.!'”® Yet there are many examples of the return migrants from Ansar. Abii
Qatada bin Rab‘T and Abti Mas‘Qid al-Ansari of Khizrij had migrated to al-Kiifa
but soon after migrated back to Madina.'® In the same way Thabit bin Zaid bin
Qays of Khizrij had migrated to al-Basra but went back to Madina and died
there.'?! Even then, apart from these few incidents of return migrants, most of the

Angsar decided to settle at al-Kiifa as their number remained high and consistent.

Azd were sent to the Iragi front by caliph ‘Umar before Qadisiyya
therefore they were the early settlers at Iraq. Tabari however relates that they were

122 Ulrich has interpreted this pascage of Tabarf in

the last to settle at al-Basra.
detail and has concluded that Azd were the earlier settlers ~nd found many
evidences for it for instance that the battle of Jamal took place in the Azd district
of al-Bagra.'” Tay’ likewise came to the Prophet (PBUH) in 10 AH and accepted
Islam. Adi bin Hatam, the son of Hatim Tay’i supported Muslims in the ridda
wars, gathered sadaga from his people and brought it to Abai Bakr.'** He settled

at al-Kiifa in the colony of Tay’, supported Ali and participated in the battles of

Jamal and Saffin with him.'” Tay’ remained in a stronger position in their

s Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra”, 102-4.

120 1bn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol. 6, 16.

2'1bn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol.7,31.

'2Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 450.

BEor details sce, Brian J. Ulrich, “Constructing Al-Azd”, 101-105,
' Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh-Islam, vol.2, 686-7

'BIbn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol. 6, 22.
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homeland in Arabia as well. They took control of many areas left by Madhhij,
Kinda and other tribes.'?® On the other hand they also took control of the areas of
the desert to the south of Iraq from their base on the modern Jabl-i-Shimmer
throughout the Sassanid period. They also attended the annual markets of al-

HTra 127

Another important tribe of migrated Kahlan was Kinda who were the kings
of Yaman in pre-Islamic times. The leader of this tribe made peace with the
Prophet (PBUH) on the payment of jizya.l28 One of its important members Ash't
bin Qays al-Kindi participated in ridda wars against the Muslims. He later
repented and was forgiven by Abli Bakr. Ash‘t fought at Yarnn'%, then came back
to the Iraqi front, fought Qadisiyya and settled at al-Kiifa. His descendents played
a very imperative role in the politics of Iraq.'” The reason of their migration
seems clear. They had lost their kingship; the areas they dominated were taken
away by the Muslims. Although they accepted Islam but they were the latecomers
as well as participants in the ridda wars, therefore they could nct expect any elitist
position while living at Arabia, thus they decided to migrate to Iraq and
established their power there. When ‘Uthman allowed Iraqis to exchange their

properties of Arabia with properties at lraq, Ash‘t bin Qays exchanged his

'%1bn Khaldan, Tarikh, vol. 2, 254.
Y"Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquests, 216. 219.

'2 Ibn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 257; Al-Dhahabi records that Kinda brought their
delegation to the Prophet (PBUH) in 10 AH and accepted Islam. Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh-i-Islam, vol.
2, 689.

'2 Ibn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 257; also see 1bn Hajr, Isaba, vol.l, 66; lbn Athir, Asad-
ul-Ghaba, vol. 1, 98
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property at Hadarmaut for property in Iraq. ™ Kinda had however very less

representation at al-Bagra.'*!

Another factor which might have motivated some of the Kahlan tribes to
participate in conquests of Iraq and then to settle there was their earlier interaction
with the Iraqis. A few of these Kahtan had attacked Iraq in pre-Islamic times and
not only conquered different areas of Iraq but also settled some of their tribes in
and around Iraq. This probably was the most important recson behind their
decision to migrate to Iraq. They already had an exposure to the Iraqi front and
cities and it was not something unusual for them to migrate and settle at Iraq. In
pre-Islamic times when Azd used to live in Bahrain, the descendents of ‘Adnan
went to Bahrain and convinced the Azd to attack Iraq. Before that, Bakht Nasr had
settled some of the Arab prisoners at al-Hira."”?> After the death of Bakkt Nasr,
these Arabs went to al-‘Anbar and supported the Azd and the descendents of
‘Adnan when they decided to attack Iraq. Hence these Arabs settled at Iraqi border
areas were occasionally used to fight against Iraq. This attack was successful and
the Arabs took control over whole of Sawad Iraq. Afier this attack Lakhm and
Qays settled at al-Hira with the help of Kinda. Likewise, in the period of the
Sassanid King, Ard Shir Bahman, Harith bin Umro bin Hujr al-Kind'* asked

Tibba‘, another leader of Kahtan to fight against Iraq. This Tabba‘ was Asad Abii

P0Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2855.
3 Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra”, 105.
132 Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 1,271-2.

"This Harith died in 528 AD and he also brought some sub-groups of Bakr like ‘I,
Tha‘laba and Dhuhl from Yam#@ma and Bahrain to the border of Iraq. Morony, fraq after the
Muslim Conquests, 217.
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Karb, the last of the Tuibba‘’. When he came to attack Iraq he left some of his
weaker troops at al-Hira. These were the people of Azd, Lakhm, Judham, Quda‘a,
Hudhayl and Jurham. They settled in different cities of Iraq.'** Malik bin Fahm of

Azd also ruled al-Hira for sometime before the rule of Lakhm. "’

Thus the migrated Kahlan for one reason or another were the enthusiastic
migrants. Ibn Khaldiin relates about Kahtan as a whole that they were usually
nomads and kept on changing their places. They had a histo;y of great conquests
and magnificence and there were times when they dominated. However gradually
they began to lose this domination due to their luxurious lifestyles and their
kingships was snatched away. After this destruction, they usually revert back to
their old nomadic lifestyle.136 This nomadic lifestyle made migrations easier for
them and it was not difficult for them to leave their place and to settle at another
area. Moreover, it was easier for the migrated Kahlan who since pre-Islamic times

kept on changing their places.

2.2.1.3Settled Kahlan
Name of the tribe Initial First Second Third Fourth | Fifth
Settlers | Tabaqa | Tabaqa Tabaga | Tabaqa | Tabaga
I T R T
T 2 32 9 13 7 4

B41bn Khaldiin, 7arikh, vol.2, 237-40: Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol.1 415-6.
135 Mas‘udi, Mardj, vol. 2, 66.

%Ibn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 236-7.
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Ash‘atia 1 2 0 0 0 0

| | 8 10 7 3 3 3

e Madhhij , Hamadan, Bajila: High and increasing

e Ash‘aria; few and consistent

Bajila was probably the most significant tribe after Shayban who had
participated in conquest. Jarir bin ‘Abdullah al-Bajali offered the services of his
tribes at a very critical period of the war between Arabs and Persians.’ Jarir bin
‘Abdullah al-Bajali also supported Muslims in ridda wars and had joined ‘Ikrima
bin Abi Jahl in the war against Kinda."*® Besides, Bajila was one of the allies of
the Quraysh at Yaman who accepted Islam in the last year of the life of the
Prophet (PBUH) and supported Muslims during the conquests.'* While looking at
the background of this tribe, it becomes evident that they were living in a very
poor condition in Sardat between Bahrain and Hijaz. They were not happy with
their circumstances and were living a very poor life. Ibn Khaldiin relates that they
spread out to different areas during conquest due to their worries and economic
problems.'* This justifies the motive behind the involvement of Bajila in the
conquest and their decision to settle at Iraq. They not only came in influx in the

initial period but their number remained high in the later period as well.

373ee note, 90.
138 1, - _
Kiifi, Futith, 59-60.
Donner, The Early Islamic Conquests, 78.

“O1bn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 254.



105

Along with Kinda, Madhhij also lived in central Arabia but they were
forced to south by a rival confederacy in the mid-fourth century. There they were
employed as mercenaries and settled. They became part of the ruling class and
were treated as valuable warrior aristocracy by Himayrite dynasty.'*' Certainly
after the downfall of Himayrite, their position had declined and after the Muslim
conquest, they felt no further chances of their empowerment at Arabia. A few of
the Madhhij had come to see the Prophet (PBUH) and had accepted Islam.'*?
Some of them had participated in the conquest. ‘Umro bin Ma‘ ¥karb of Madhhij
had participated in Qadisiyya and was of ahl-ul-ridda.'*> Nakh‘a was the most
numerous branch of Madhhij who willingly participated in Qaisiyya and also
brought their women along. It is reported by Tabari that the majority of women
present at Qadisiyya were from Bajila and Nakh‘a. So seven hundred of Nakh‘a
and a thousand women of Bajila were married to men of other tribes.'* This

explains their desire to settle at the conquered areas.

Hamadan and Madhhij both had been the rulers of certain lands and had
dominated some areas but when the Muslim conquest increased which created a
fear of the loss of their lands and power, they began to spread in different areas.
Hamadan were even attacked by Persians and fought a lengthy war until the

Prophet (PBUH) took control of their areas and they decided to ally with Prophet

! Donner, The Early Islamic Conguests, 19, 42.
2 Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh-i-Islam, vol. 2, 689.
'3 1bn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol. 5, 612-3.

144 Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2363-4.
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(PBUH).'"S Very few Bajila and Madhhij remained back. On the other hand
Hamadan migrated in a great number but still a lot of them remained back in
Yaman and it was considered as one of the numerous tribes of Yaman after many
centuries of Islam.'*® There was very less representation of Yamani tribes such as
Bajila, and Madhhij at al-Basra although they were very prominent in al-Kiifa.
Only one man of Bajila settled in al-Basra during the conquest.'*’ It signifies that
they were concentrated more at al-Kiifa hence the Kahlan tribes of Yaman highly

migrated to al-Kiifa but they had lesser representation at al-Basra.

Thus it can be concluded that Bajila was fairly clear about their decision to
migrate and they kept on migrating since the initial stage. The basic motive behind
their migration was their poor economic status which they wanted to improve.
They were very vigilant in the first phases of conquest and when they realized the
unwillingness of majority of the Arabs to go to the Iraqi front, they offered their
services and secured huge benefits for them. In the same manner, Madhhij and
Hamadan moved and decided to settle in the conquered areas as they had almost
lost their lands to the Muslims. When they settled at Iraq, they saw the huge
opportunities of success in the form of money, land and status; hence they decided
to settle there permanently. Thus almost all of the settled Kahlan tribes were very

enthusiastic migrants and they easily settled in the new place.

'3 Ibn Sa‘d, Tabagadt, vol. 6, 29.
16 Ibn Khaldin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 252.

7 Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra”, 105.
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2.2.2 Tribal Compeosition of ‘Adnin

‘Adnan were the descendents of Ismail, Genealogists believe that the son of
‘Adnan, Ma‘d bin ‘Adnin was the only descendent of Isma‘il who remained alive.
All others were destroyed in the attack of Bakht Nagr. Ma‘d had one son named
Nizdr and the descendents of Isma‘il are virtually the descendents of ‘Adnan
alone. Nizar had four sons, Enmar, Iyad, Rabi‘a and Mudar.'*? In Iraq, only the

tribes of Rabi‘a and Mudar were found from the ancestry of * Adnan.

2.2.2.1 Rabi'a

Name of the tribe Initial First Second Third Fourth Fifth

settlers |tabaga |Tabagqa | Tabaga | Tabaga | Tabaga

Shaybani (Bakr bin | 1 7 1 3 2 0
wa'il)
‘Ijl (Bakr bin Wa'il) | 1 4 0 1 0 0
Hanifa (Bakr bin 0 2 0 1 1 0
Wa'il)
L ______BE 13 1 5 3 0
N
‘Abd (‘Abdiil- 0 2 0 2 2 0
Qays) |
I - 16 2 4 2 1
L] 0 0 0 0 0 1
o Bakr bin Wa'il and Asad: High and consistent
¢ ‘Abdil-Qays: Few and consistent

43 [bn Khalddn, Tarik#, vol. 2, 298; Sam‘ani, Ansab, vol.1, 23.
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e Taghlib: Very few

Rabta lived between Jazira and Iraq. Bakr bin Wa’il was the most
important tribe of Rabi‘a who not only participated in initial conquest but also
kept settlement at Iraq. They were not found in as large numbers as Hamdan,
Madhhij and Bajila, however their slight less representation can be explained by
their huge presence at al-Basra. Donner argued that Bakr bin Wa’il were well-
represented at al-Basra in the period of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH).
They continued to exist at al-Basra in the period of first and second tabaga.'*’
Bakr bin Wa’il as a whole were seen in a larger number in a!-Kiifa too in the
initial period and their number remained consistent in the later period. The
motives of migrations for Shayban have already been discussed in detail.'®
Hanifa, and ‘Ijl are also the sub-tribes of Bakr bin W&’il. Hanifa is a large tribe
and most of them lived in Yamama. Hanifa was an important ridda tribe who had
revolted against the Muslims. ‘Ijl lived in areas from Yamama to al-Basra. Some
of these also ruled in the areas of Iraq."”’ The reason for low representation of
Hanifa is their involvement in the ridda wars. These tribes were initially
discouraged by ‘Umar to join the conquest movement, later they were allowed.
Secondly most of the Shayban were nomadic tribesmen while most of Hanifa

152

were settled tribesmen doing agriculture in Yamama.™ That could be another

reason for their low number of migrations at Iraq. The geographical closeness of

"5 Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra™, 103-4
'%%See page no, 77-8.
Ibn Khaldan, Tarikh, vol. 2, 302.

'**Donner, The Early Islamic Conquests, 24.
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‘Ijl with Iraq could be an important motivating factor for them. They were also the
enthusiastic participants in the battle of Qadisiyya and that’s why they were found

in better number at al-Kifa.

‘Anzah of Asad lived in ‘ATn-ul-Tamr,'” and then they migrated to
Khyber. Hilal bin ‘Amir is a sub-branch of ‘Anzah. After they had settled at al-
Kifa, ‘Anzah had voluntarily killed a rebel and took his head to caliph Abdul
Malik who rewarded them with stipends and the area of Baniqiya.'™* Jadila lived
in Tihama, and then settled at Bahrain in an area called Bilad-i-Hijr. It remained
as part of the Persian government for many years.'>> A sub-branch of Jadila is
‘Abdiil-Qays. Some of them had come to the Prophet (PBUH) and had accepted
Islam. However a few of them were also involved in ridda wars. Ila bin al-
Hadrami'*® was sent to curb their revolt."” The ‘Abdf mentioned in the table is in
fact ‘‘Abdiil-Qays as Ibn Hujr while giving the genealogies of certain ‘Abdi has
referred to them as “Abdl‘ll-Qays.'58 The Prophet (PBUH) praised the delegation
of the Abdiil-Qays tribe as the “best people of the East” becaure they did not ask
for money from him."*® Abdiil-Qays are also represented at al-Basra in the study

of Donner in the stage of initial settlers.'® Zara bin al-Wazih al-Abdi, belonged to

'*Ibn Khaldan, Tarikh, vol. 2, 300.

4T abari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 893. Baniqiya was a fertile land below al-al-Kiifa and al-Hira.
'**Ibn Khaldiin, Tar7kh, vol. 2, 300.

138 See note no 84.

' Ibn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 301.

1% Ibn Hajr, Isdba, vol. 1, 40, 274, 296.

' Donner, The Early Islamic Conquests, 66.

'®Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra”, 103.
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Bahrain and settled in al-Basra. He was also a participant in the delegation of
Abdiil-Qays.'®' Likewise ‘Umro bin al-Marjiim, belonged to Bahrain and ‘Abdil-
Qays. He was the first member of ‘Abdiil-Qays who settled in al-Basra.'®? The
motivation of migration for ‘Abdul-Qays was derived probably from their
geographical location. Although they were sent by ‘Umar to fight Qadisiyya but
most of them decided to settle at al-Basra as it was closer to their homeland.
Similarly ‘Anzah, Jadila and Hilal of Asad probably moved because of their
geographical closeness to Iraq and they were well-represented at al-Kiifa, They
were found in larger numbers in the initial stages of settlement and afterwards

their number remained consistent.

Taghlib is the sub-tribe of Wa’il. ‘Umro bin Kalsim was a famous poet of
Taghlib. There is also a tribe named Taghlib in Quda‘a but it seems that the
Taghlib living at Iraq belonged to Rabi*a. One of the reasons is their geographical
location. Furthermore many references of Taghlib of Rabi‘a can be found in the
narratives of Muslim history. For instance a famous khariji Walid bin Zarif bin
‘Amir who fought in Iraq, belonged to Taghlib of Rabi*a.'®® Taghlib had a long
history of war with Shayban and probably it was the reason that although they
joined the conquest movement yet they were found at al-Kiifa in lesser number.
Taghlib had fought in favor of Kisra in the battle of Dhi-Qar.'** During the battle

of Qadisiyya, they left the Persians and joined the Muslim army. Some causes of

'! Ibn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol. 5, 649.
"ZIbid., 650.

'1bn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 301.

1% Ibn Athir, 4l-Kamil, vol. 1, 488-9,
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the lesser representation of Taghlib had already been discussed.'®® Thus apart

from Taghlib and Hanifa, Rabi‘a was well-represented at al-Kiifa. The most

important motivation behind their migration was their earlier interaction with

Iraqis and their geographical closeness to Iraq

2.2.2.2 Mudar (Qays ‘Aiylan}

Name of the tribe Initial First Second | Third Fourth | Fifth
settlers | tabaga | Tabaga | Tabaga | Tabaqa | Tabaqa
Ghatfin 0 4 6 1 0 0
Tha‘laba 2 0 0 2 1 0
Hawazin (Thagif) |4 2 4 2 1 |
Muhérib 4 3 0 3 2 0
Faziira 1 4 0 1 1 1
Stilaym 3 2 2 1 3 2
Asthija‘i 8 3 3 0 0 0
Hawazin (Jush*am) | 1 1 0 2 0 0
—— 1 3 5 5 5 5
Hawazin (‘Umre 5 0 0 0 0 0
bin Awf)
Harith bin Kul#b 1 0 0 0 0 0
I | 2 14 0 1 L 2
6 5 0 4 0 1
-

19*See page no, 87-8.
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e Ghatfan, Tha‘laba, Thafiq, Muharib, Fazara, Siilaym, and Jush‘am and

Ashja‘i: Few and consistent
e Salil: Very few
e ‘Umro bin Awf and Harith bin Kulab: Few and disappeared
e ‘Abs and ‘Amr bin Sa‘sa‘a High and consistent

Ghatfan is a vast tribe and has various branches, for instance ‘Abs, Fazara
and Ashja‘i. Ghatfan had been living in Najd in the period of Muslim conquest;
afterwards they migrated to several other places. Abs is the only branch of
Ghatfan which was larger in number in the initial period and rcmained consistent
in the later period. Otherwise all sub-branches of Ghatfin were few and
consistent. Abs lived in Najd and was famous as an independen* and brave tribe.
‘Antara bin Shadad al-‘Absi was one of the seven great pre-Islamic poets and
famous for his bravery and chivalry.'® That’s probably the reason for their eager
involvement in the conquest and subsequently their settlement at al-Kiifa in larger

number.

Another tribe of Qays ‘Aiylan which was well-represented in the initial
period and remained consistent in the later period was ‘Amr bin Sa‘sa‘a, the sub-

tribe of Hawazin. ‘Amr bin Sa‘sa‘a was found in larger number at al-Basra as

16
1.1

wel Other branches of Hawazin were Saliil, ‘Umro bin Awf, Jush‘am and

"Ibn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 305.

' Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra”, 104.
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Thagqif. Saliil of Hawazin lived between Tihama and Najd.'®® Saliil had come to
the Prophet (PBUH) as a delegation and embraced Islam. Earlier, one of their
members gave his oath of allegiance to the Prophet at Hudibiyya. After the
conquest, a few of them settled at al-Kiifa. Several Saliili were staunch supporters
of ‘Alf bin Abii Talib at al-Kafa.'®® They decided to settle at Iraq as they were
involved in initial stages of conquest. In addition, they thought it beneficial to
settle at Iraq instead of moving back to Tihama and Najd, the areas which were

economically backward as compared to ai-Kifa.

Other branches of Hawazin whose number remained consistent were
Thaqif, and Jush‘am. Thaqif was well-represented in al-Basra in the period of the
companions of the Prophet (PBUH) and kept on migrating or their descendents
lived in al-Basra in first and second Tabaqa.'”” Thafiq got power and rule in
various parts of Iraq, Syria, Yaman and Makkah after Islam. Hajjij bin Yisaf and
Mukhtar Thaqafi, the two important characters of Kufan history belonged to
Thagqif.!”! Thaqif were settled at Taif before Islam and had trading relationship
with the Makkans. Both Quraysh and Thagqif were engaged in joint trade caravans.
Abiti Sufyan and Mughira bin Shu‘ba were said to be involved in several joint
trade projects. Umayyad and Thaqif had close relationships including marital

relations as well. Moreover, Thaqif were amongst those few Arcbs who had some

'* 1bn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 310.
' Micheal Lecker, People, Tribes and Society in Arabia, 29.

170 Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra”, 102, 104.

"V 1bn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 309-10.
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'2 This probably reveals the causes for the high status of

number of literates.
Thagqif after conquest.'” The close relation with the Quraysh also explicates their
motives to migrate. Though Thaqif were settled people and it was difficult for

them to migrate but they migrated for positions of power and authority.

Muharib and Siilaym are two other important branches of Qays ‘Aiylan
whose number remained consistent at Iraq. Some of the Siilaym had accepted
Islam and had joined Prophet (PBUH) in the battle of Hunain."™ “Umro bin Utba
was a friend of the Prophet (PBUH) and had accepted Islam along with Abti Bakr
and Bilal. Yet, several of them were staunch enemies of Islam and accepted it very
late. Siilaym were agriculturists but both Silaym and Hawazin were famous for
their military exploits. Siilaym had good relations with the Mad‘nans and used to
do trade with them. Siilaym were also appointed to higher posts and this was
because of their good relations with Quraysh. Some of the Siilaymi settled at Iraq
and held higher positions as well.'”* Silaym were well-represented at al-Basra in
the period of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) but their nnmber decreased
in the first and second tabaga.'” Their lesser representation can be explained by
their settled background. They were agriculturists and it is difficult for settled

population to migrate.

12 Micheal Lecker, People, Tribes and Society in Arabia, 84-6.

' For more details about Thagqif see, Abdul Jabbar Mansi Al-Abidi, A/-Ta'ifwa-dawr-i-
Qabila Thaqif al-‘Arabiat Min al-*Asr-ul-Jahiliva Al-Akhir Hata Qayamat-ul-Dawlat-ul-
Umwiyyat, Al-Riaz: Dar-ur-Rafahi, 1982,

174

""*Micheal Lecker, People, Tribes and Society in Arabia, 31-3.

1% Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra”, 102, 104.
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On the whole Qays ‘Aiylan had lesser representation at al-Kiifa. Tabari on

the other hand claimed a better representation of Mudar at al-Basra, and

commented that Mudar outnumbered Rabi‘a at al-Basra in 64 AH.'” Similarly

according to the study of Donner, Thaqif were very well-represented at al-Basra

and kept on increasing. Still, apart from Thaqif, none of the major tribes of Qays

‘Aiylan were seen in majority at al-Kifa. It is reported by Ibn Khaldiin that most

of the Hawazin migrated to Africa and the West. Correspondingly Fazara, the sub-

branch of Ghatfan also migrated in large number to Africa and West. Most of the

Stlaym also went to Africa and West.'”® This probably throws light on the reasons

of their lesser number at Iraq.

2.2.2.3Mudar (Elyas)
Name of the tribe Initial First Second Third Fourth | Fifth
Settlers | Tabaga | Tabaga Tabaqa | Tabaga | Tabaqa
Quraysh-(fahi) 7 6 2 4 3 2
Taym, makhzoom,
Hudhayl 1 2 2 2 0 1
Tamim (Zaid 2 6 0 0 1 0
Manat+yarbii‘h)
Banu Ddbba 1 3 0 1 4 1
Kahil (Asad) 0 4 0 2 0 0
4 3 0 0 0 0

' Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 450.

%bn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 306-7.
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Aslam 3 0 0 0 0 0
T 4 11 0 3 0 0
L
e Quraysh, Hudhayl, Tamim, Dabba, Kahil: Few and consistent
¢ Muzayna: Very few
e Aslam: ‘ :Few and disappeared
¢ Khuzayma High and consistent

It appears that the number of the tribes of Elyas mostly remained
consistent and most of them were not so eager to shift in large numbers at al-Kiifa
after the initial settlement. The only tribe of Elyas whose number was high in the
initial period and it remained consistent in the later period is Khuzayma. Asad bin
Khuzayma bin Mudrika lived in Najd in the neighborhood of Tay’. This Asad
migrated to different areas and now there is no remain of them in Najd. Khil and
Dawdan bin Asad are its sub-tribes.'” The increase in the number of Dawdan bin
Asad can be explained by this phenomenon. Kahil must have moved to some other

places as well.

When looking at the background of Tamim, it appears to be an important

tribe of Mudar. Tamim had come with a large deputation of Tamim to the Prophet

Pbid., 319-20
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(PBUH) in 10 AH and accepted Islam."®® In pre-Islamic times, Quraysh had
established close ties with the nomadic tribe of Tamim who cooperated in the
organization of Makkahn caravans. Quraysh used to give them certain duties in
the performance of cultic rituals in Ka‘ba. Furthermore Quraysh had also formed
marriage ties with them. Important members of Tamim were given gifts in excess
of their share of the booty by the Prophet (PBUH) due to their prestigious
position. Tamim was also involved in ridda wars against the Muslims.'®'
However, they were forgiven, had participated in Qadisiyya and due to the loss of
their power and prestige at Arabia decided to settle at Iraq. The rumber of Tamim
at al-Kiofa was few and it remained consistent, nonetheless they were well-
represented at al-Bagra in the period of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH)

and it continued to exist in the first and second tabaqa.'®

The most noteworthy tribe of Elyas was Quraysh who was the elite of the
Arab state. The Quraysh had decided not to settle in larger number at Irag. The

Quraysh mainly spread to different areas as they had gained the positions of

183

power and authority at various places. - Quraysh were very few at al-Basra in the

'®A1-Dhahabi, Tarikh-ul-Islam, vol. 2, 675-7; Shoufani argued that Tamim did not
formally accepted Islam however many of its sections made pacts with Prophet (PBUH). Shoufani,
Al-Riddah, 34-5.

®'Donner, The Early Islamic Conguests, 28, 65, 85.

"2Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra”, 103-4. Tamim provided ten to twelve thousands
fighting men in Basra by 656AD and they were found in larger numbers at Basra. Morony, Irag
after the Muslim Conquests, 247.

"Donner argued that the Muslim elite was consisted of Quraysh and Thaqif of al-Taif,
both settled people and Islamic state wanted to subjugate the nomadic tribes. Donner, The Early
Islamic Conguests, 79-81.
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period of the companions of the Prophet.'** Likewise they were few in number at

al-Kifa too, yet their political significance was undeniable.

Similarly some other tribes of Elyas were also not very eager migrants. For
instance the number of Dabba was also few and consistent. Dabba lived in Najd in
the neighbourhood of Tamim. Ibn Khaldiin relates that they had migrated to Iraq
in the period of conquest. The chief of Dabba had fought in the favor of Ayesha
against Ali in the battle of Jamal.'®> Another tribe which appeared in the category
of few and consistent was Hudhayl. ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘iid, a famous companion
belonged to Hudhay!l. He had participated in Badr. ‘Umar had sent him to al-Kiifa
to teach religion to the people of al-Kiifa. ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘iid had migrated
back to Medina in the period of ‘Uthman and died there, though the members of
his family appeared in the third and fifth tabaqa. Probably he had left his family at
al-Kiifa or they had moved back to al-Kiifa in the period of political crisis as many

people migrated to other areas from Medina during the siege of ‘Uthman.'®

Another tribe of Elyas showing the representation of very few was
Muzayna. Na‘man bin Umro of Muzayna had participated in battle of Ditch.'®’ On
the other hand, Muzayna were in a good number at al-Basra in the period of the
companions of the Prophet (PBUH).'®® Thus on the whole, the representation of

Elyas was also low at Iraq. Yet, Quraysh and Tamim had played a central role in

'"Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra”, 102.
**Ibn Khaldan, Tarikh, vol. 2, 319.

'*1bn Sa‘d, Tabagat, , vol, 6, 14, 227, 233, 234,
"*71bn Sa‘d, Tabaqat, vol, 6, 19,

" Donner, “Tribal Settlement of Basra”, 102.
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the politics of Iraq in future years despite of their lesser number. Tamim and Bakr
bin Wa’il had been the enemies in pre-Islamic times. They continued to make

alliances and enmities in the later times.

On the whole Yamani and some tribes of Rabi‘a were more interested in
settling at al-Kiifa. The number of the tribes of Mugdar was low except for a few
tribes like ‘Abs, ‘Amr bin Sa‘sa‘a and Duadan bin Asad of Khuzayma. The reason
of the settlement of Rabi*a is clear as most of the tribes of Rabi‘a lived on the
banks of Euphrates, had participated in the conquest movement and were aware of
the prosperity and wealth of Iraq. Likewise Kahlan of Yaman were also found in a
larger number at al-Kiifa. The reason was their pre-Islamic contacts and
interaction with Iraq. Another reason was the change in their status by the
emergence of new ruling elite. Most of the Yaman had been the rulers of different
dynasties of Yaman or of some smaller areas. Many of the Yamani had migrated
in larger number in order to settle themselves at a secure place through which they

could also share the benefits of conquests instead of losing their own places and
property.

After the tribes had settled, they faced certain problems of adjustment. All
of these tribes belonged to different backgrounds and some of them had also a
history of warfare amongst them. Bakr was an enemy of Tamim and Taghlib.
Quraysh were allies of Siilaym, Thaqif and Khuza‘a. Now it iz to see how these
factors influenced the settlement pattern of the migrants. Mcreover, they also

faced certain climatic and ecological changes which affected tizir life. The most
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important change was the difference of polity that occurred in their life after

migration.
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Chapter 3

Adjustment Issues of the Migrants

Whenever people move from one place to another, they have to face
certain issues of adjustment, the nature of which can be varying according to the
type of migration. These problems are more severe for those who migrate during
political turmoil and chaos. In most of such cases, the migrants are the undesired
group of people with whom the natives are frequently not ready to share their
resources. Usually, such groups have to put in great effort to position them in the
new society. The adjustment matters remain intact in free migration too, however
with lesser intensity as most of the free migrants had generally arranged some
measures before their arrival at the new place. Several of them only migrate after

getting assurance about some job.

The Arab migration to Iraq was not as difficult for the Arabs as modern
migration is for the migrants. Being the conqueror, the Arabs had decided to
inhabit new cities; thus they had faced less problems of adjustment. Initially when
the army was not sure to stay permanently at Iraq, they had to deal with certain
problems related with the change of residence. The army was moving gradually
without intending to stay at these places for longer times yet they had to spend a
considerable time in these areas. This time was a vital stage of migration during
which the migrants gained a new experience which not only helped them in
making final decision to permanently settle at Iraq but also taught them about
certain cultural and climatic aspects of the new area. The journey throughout Iraq

acquainted them about its different places and determined their relations with the
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locals. Finally the Arabs had decided to settle mainly in the garrison cities of al-
Kiifa and al-Basra, and a small population also chose to live in certain other

garrisons.

One more major transformation that came in the life of the migrants was
the homogenous urban lifestyle of the garrisons. Urbanized life was new for the
migrants who had originated from varying backgrounds, both nomads and semi-
nomads. It was also novel for them to live amongst a variety of the Arab
tribesmen belonging to different tribes. With the passage of time, they leant to live
in this inter-tribal environment resulting into conversion of ¢'d tribal identities
into regional identities. Another factor which éffected the migrants was the
climatic and ecological change. The climate was unusual for them and it took

them some time to adjust in the new areas.

Apart from these issues, the migrants had to adjust with lesser cultural
transformation. Unlike some of the modern migrants, they were sure about their
economic benefits leading to a definite improvement in their life standards. The
migrants had less interaction with the locals and were not forced to adopt the
cultural system of the new society, yet it influenced them. Migration had changed
their neighborhood and had increased their exposure. The vast island dominated
by the Arab tribes was replaced by a country populated by the Persians, mostly the
agriculturalists, speaking Persian or Aramaic, eating different kinds of foods and
wearing different kinds of clothes. Some contact with the locals was unavoidable
which later determined the level of relationship between them and the locals along

with formulating the role and status of the locals in their polity.
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3.1 Adjustment at Earlier Migratory Places

The Arab migration towards Iraq was not a sudden movement to be
completed in one day or one month; in fact it was a gradual process which
extended from five to six years and went parallel to the conquest movement. The
army kept on moving step by step and stayed at different stations. After five to six
years of continuous conquests and stay at different stations, the army finally
decided to inhabit al-Kiifa and al-Basra. The intermediate places can be termed as
“earlier migratory places” and can also be called as “intervening obstacles™.
According to Everett S. Lee, the intervening obstacles can be in any form, for
instance long distance, difficult route, international restrictions like visa and cost
of travel.' The stay at “earlier migratory places” was a difficult part of the
migration in which the Arabs were not sure about their success and had no idea
about their permanent stay at Iraq.

The migrants handled several adjustment issues in the earlier migratory
places with much ease, yet a few of these issues were difficult to cope with. One
of such critical problem was their very smaller stay at certain places. The army
had stayed at only two stations al-Hira and al-Mada’in for longer time and for rest
of the places, their stay was very short. When the army got acquaintance with a
certain place, there had already come the time to move forward. The earlier stage
of migration was full of long and tiring travels. For instance the army of Khalid

kept on moving between the areas from al-Ubiilla to al-Hira and resided at

'Everett S. Lee, “A Theory of Migration” 51.
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different stations’ On the other hand, the armies of Muthanna were standing at
north, somewhere around al-Hira. Sha‘ban had already been roaming in the areas
in and around Iraq thus they had not travelled much. The forces of Muthanna and
Khalid joined each other at al-Hira. Until by this time the Arab army was divided
into different units, and has been sent to Iraq from different fronts. The main
course was to attack an area, make a treaty or to collect spoils of war and to stay

there for a few days.

After the defeat of Jisr, the Arabs revived their policies; and a lot of new
people were recruited.’ The army sent under the command of Sa‘d bin AbT
Waqgis never retreated from Iraq and successfully completed the mission of
conquest. The new armies settled at Shiraf for a considerable time due to cold
weather.* From there they moved to al-Qadisiyya and a battle was fought there.

The stay at Shiraf and al-Qadisiyya were also short.

After the battle of Qadisiyya, the Arab army began its travel once again in
pursuit of the fleeing Persian army. Persians had fled to different areas like Dir
Ka‘b and finally to al-Mada’in. The Arab forces followed them in small units but
when the Persians entered al-Mada’in, Sa‘d sent a huge army and he himself
joined them. Before entering al-Mada’in, the Arab army went from al-Qadisiyya

and stayed at different stations. First they went to Sabat and stayed there. They

2For instance they stayed in areas like Al-Khiirtba, Nehr-ul-Murra, al-Madhar, Zandward
in Kaskar, and Ullays. Baladhuri, Futiih, 243-4.

3Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1,2217-21.

*Kufi, Futiih, vol.1, 138; Sa *d had married the widow of Muthanna at Shiraf. [bn Athir,
al-Kamil, vol. 2, 453.
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continued their journey and went to Buhrsir and stayed there for many days.” The
rapid journey must have been relatively easier for the nomadic Arab tribes, but it

was probably very hard for the settled tribes of the army.

Even when the Arabs decided to stay permanently at al-Mada’in, the travel
for smaller station was not over. The stay of migrants at al-Mada’in was for a
longer duration, still a few of them were sent for other expeditions which required
them to continue their travels. Hashim bin ‘Utba was sent from al-Mada’in with a
force towards Jaliila® to fight the enemy and the army resided at Jaliila for a brief
time.” Likewise, Qa‘qa‘ bin ‘Umri® was sent to Hulwﬁn9 to follow Persian forces

and his army stayed at Hulwan until the Arabs settled at al-Kiifa ."°

The concerns of those stations where the Arabs stayed for longer duration
were different. For instance they lived for an extensive time at al-Hira, and al-
Mada’in. When the forces joined together at al-Hira and it was captured,'’ the
army of Khilid for the first time decided to reside there for a lengthy period. This

was the first Arab colony where they had settled along with their families.'2

>Baladhuri, Futih, 262-3.
%See chapter 2, note, 22.
"Tabari, Tarikh, vol, 1, 2482.

¥Qa‘qa‘ bin ‘Umri was one of the leading commanders of the battle of Qddissiya. Later
on he settled at al-Kiifa and turned against ‘Uthman. Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh-ul-Islam, vol. 3, 662;
Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1,2935-6.

*See chapter2, note no, 21.
'O'I‘abaﬂ, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2464.

A treaty was made with people of al-Hira on one lac dirhams annually. This treaty was
made by Khalid bin Walid. BaladhurT, Futih, 246.

Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2057.
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Al-Hira was previously the center of the Arab retinues of Persians and was
ruled by the Lakhm dynasty. The Persian Kings used to deal with their matters at
Arabia especially in Tihama and Hijaz through the chiefs at al-Hira. For instance
when Qubadh was enthroned, he deposed Nasr from the throne of al-Hira and
nominated al-Harit al-KindT who accepted his mazdakite religion. He was ordered
by Qubadh to spread this religion to Makkah and when some of the Makkans
refused, Qubadh ordered al-Harit to attack Makkah. He however convinced
Qubadh to refrain from this action due to his partisanship with the Arabs.'® In the
same way there are traditions which confirm that the king of al-Hira had always
exerted his influence over the affairs of Madina. There was a time when Jews,
Aws and Khazrij had disputed amongst each other and there were quarrels until
Amr bin al-Itnaba al-Khazraji entered the court of Na‘man bin al-Mandhar, the
king of al-Hira and was nominated by him as the chief over al-Madina."* The
kings of al-Hira worked through making alliances with the local chiefs, giving
them share in spoils and granting them fiefs. They also \;ery cleverly used
intertribal feuds and hostilities for their own advantages.”” Ibn Khaldiin has
reported that several Arab tribes like Hudhayl, Lakhm, Ju‘fi, Tay’, Kalb, Azd,
Judham and Quda‘a stayed at al-Hira in ancient times. Some of them later went to

Yaman and Syria but a few stayed there.'®

I:‘Kister, “Al-Hira: Some Notes on its Relations with Arabia”, 144-115.
"Ibid., 147.
*Ibid., 148-9, 155-6.

"®Ibn Khaldiin, Tarikh, vol. 2, 237-40.
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Thus al-Hira was a place which the Arabs always idea'ized. The power
and magnificence of the kings of al-Hira was known to the Makkans and the
Madinans. The Arabs had utilized al-Hira as their first base and sent further
expeditions to different areas from al-Hira. During their stay at al-Hira, the Arabs
captured almost half of Sawad and raided the arees till the end of Tigris."” Thus
the Arabs were most willing to stay at al-Hira but they were soon forced to leave
the place. The armies of Khalid were called back by the Arab state and only the
armies of Sha‘ban had remained at al-Hira. The Persians attacked and easily took
the control of al-Hira back from the Arabs. The armies of Muthanna had moved
from al-Hira to Dhi-Qar after the people of al-Hira had renounced their treaty.'
For regaining their control over al-Hira, the Arabs had to pass a lengthy process of

conquest of whole Iragq.

Later on when al-Mada’in was conquered, Sa‘d decided to permanently
settle the armies there. He had been offering Namaz-i-Qasr (short prayer during
journey) at earlier stations but at al-Mada’in, Sa‘d offered full prayer.” Sa‘d
entered in Qasr-al-Abyad (white palace) and declared it to be place for offering
prayer.”® The houses of al-Mada’in were divided between the Arab population and
they called their families to al-Mada’in.' The Arabs stayed at al-Mada’in for a

longer period and conquered Jaliila, Takrit and Mahasil from here. Yet, after a two

"Tabarf, Tarikh vol. 1, 2059-75.
"*Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 2, 448-453.
""Tabari, Tarikh, vol, 1, 2443.

“1bid.

2bid., 2451.
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years stay at al-Mada’in, the Arabs began to feel the problems of this new place
and desired to shift. This time they were not forced to leave by the local
population and al-Mada’in remained in their control. It was in fact the climatic
condition with which the Arabs were not adjusting. They werc not comfortable

with the environment thus they decided to move to al-Kiifa.

Apart from those places where the Arabs set off as invaders, there were
several places which they used for residing their families. After the army of
Khalid left for Syria, the Persians took several areas back from the Arabs. In
response, the Arab state prepared a huge army to go to the Iraqi front.? The new
forces that had come as reinforcement had left their families at al-Qawadis
(probably al-Qadisiyya) and the already fighting tribes like Muthanna had their
families settled at Dhi-Qar.2> The women and children at al-Qawadis were almost
defenseless but it was surely under the control of the Arabs, as the earlier
instructions of Abii Bakr were not to leave any area unconquered before
proceeding further.”* The spoils of war in the form of food items like goats, floor
etc was sent to these women and children after the battle of Biiwvaib.”’ The army
of Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqas also brought their families along. There is strong
evidence supporting the assumption that the army of Sa‘d had settled with their

families. The accounts relate that there were women and children present at al-

bid., 2161.
B1bid., 2197; Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 2, 434-5.
2"'1'aba\ri, Tartkh vol. 1, 2057.

Ibid., 2197.
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Qadisiyya. The majority of them were from Bajila and Nakh‘a.”® There is also
reference to many other women who had participated in the battle of Qadisiyya as
they had brought the martyrs from the battlefield and had made arrangements for
their burial.?’ Similarly, when Sa‘d was in al-Mada’in, ‘Umar had ordered him to
leave the women and children behind in al-*Atiq and also to leave a guardian army

for them.?®

A further concern of adjustment at the earlier migratory places was to
manage the basic necessities of the migrants. During this intervening stage of
migration, it was very essential to find out proper resources of food, shelter,
clothing and other basic necessities. The Arabs relied extensively on the spoils of
war for the fulfillment of their needs. Apart frorp spoils of war, they also
reinvented the old Arab custom of raiding for c(;llecting food and money. Jarir
was sent by Khalid to Banqiyya where he signed a peace treaty on the condition of
thousand dirhams and an Iranian cloak.”® The Arabs looted gold, silver and other
valuable items from al-‘Anbar and after the surrender of the people there a treaty
was prepared finally. This peace was also signed by Jarir bin ‘Abdullah on four
lac dirhams and one thousand dresses (some kind of cloaks) annually.”® Likewise
‘ ATn-ul-Tamr was captured from where were found the famous Abén bin Humran,

Abii Muhammad bin Sirin and his brothers, and Nusayr, the father of Miisa bin

*Ibid., 2363-4.

2 Mas¢dt, Margj,, vol, 2, 317,
% Tabari, Tarikh, vol, 1, 2419,
#Baladhuri, Futih, 247.

rbid,
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Nusayr.”' In the same way when ‘Umar had sent reinforcement to Muthanna, Aba
‘Ubayd*? and Muthanna took slaves from different areas.”® The further raids were
not only satisfying the requirements of food but were also providing the migrants
with a sufficient number of labour force which they could employ for different
manual jobs. The captured slaves were added as part of the Arab household and
played a vital role in the future polity of the Arabs at Iraq. Other successful raids
from Al-Hira included the attack on the towns of Taghlib, Rabi‘a, ‘Ukbara and al-
Bardhan.”* After completing all these raids, Jarir came back to the people of al-
Hira, Nakhila and Banqiyy3 and received the annual tax, which later on turned out

to be a permanent source of income for the migrants.”

This policy of raid continued even during and after the battle of Qadisiyya.
Several smaller raids were attempted in order to get food, cattle and other
provisions. In these raids men, women, and cattle was captured and food items
were taken over to be distributed amongst the army and also amengst the families.
After the conquest of Biiwaib, Muthanna was advised by two men to raid the
markets of Khanafas and Baghdad which they did followed by the killing of many

men and pillaging gold and silver.® In the same manner, when the Arabs had

M'1bid., 248-9.

3ZAbi ‘Ubayd was the new commander of the Muslim army
“Tabari, Tarikh, vol, 1, 2170,

MBaladhuri, Futih , 249-50.

*Ibid., 248.

3Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2202-5; Ibn Athir, al-Kamil vol.2, 445-7.
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settled at al-Qadisiyya, they looted the local people and only those were saved
who were in their fortresses; other men and cattle were taken over by the Arabs.”
The stay at earlier migratory places was a hard part of the Arab migration. The
migrants stayed for a very short duration at most of the stations and remained in a
state of journey most of the time. Twice when they decided to stay for extensive
time, their plan was failed. At al-Hira, they were forced to leave by the local
population and at al-Mada’in, they were compelled to depart due to the unsuitable
environmental conditions. Leaving families behind somewhere in the new place
was also a tough task. They had to keep guardian army for their families and also
had to take care of their needs. For fulfilling the needs of the migrant army and
their families, the migrants had to made several raids and smaller expeditions
during their stay at earlier migratory places. Yet the migrants successfully dealt
with these initial hardships and happily moved over to the next phase of

migration.
3.2 Urban and Intertribal Lifestyle

A further change with which the migrants had to adjust was the new
settlement pattern consisting of two major and some smaller garrisons. Most of
the migrants were nomadic before and the garrisons were constructed to promote
urban lifestyle. The main settlement was at al-Kiifa and al-Basra where the Arabs
had built their houses. Besides, separate colonies were constructed for different

tribes who began to live together in a consolidated place.

Tabari, Tarikh vol. 1, 2223-5, 2244-5; Also see Morony, Irog After the Muslim
Conquest, 226.
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The style of construction of the garrisons was urban in which proper
planning was involved. For instance in al-Kifa, there was a mosque in the centre
adjoined with the palace of the governor and the market place. Sa‘d had originally
built the palace and the mosque separate but when an ingident of stealing in bair-
ul-mal occurred, he joined the buildings of the mosque and the palace. The new
joint building was constructed by Roziiba, a Persian builder who used bricks of a
desolated palace of al-Hira to construct this building and took sang-e-mar mar

(marble) from the churches of Kisra to beautify its pillars.®

The rest of the city was constructed around the mosque and the palace.
This continued to be a common pattern of construction of the Muslim cities
afterwards. The design was probably originally took by Makkah in which Ka*ba
held the central position surrounded by the rest of the city. Morony however
believes that in the construction of al-Kiifa and al-Bagra, an inspiration was taken

from al-Hira. According to him,

The organization of late Sasanian Hira around several fortified enclosures (Ar.
qusur) that were identified with particular clans, the existence of tribal churches,
and the political and social domination of the town by an ¢lite of notables (Ar.
ashraf) belonging to the leading clans make Hira a good gxample of a late pre-
islamic Arab city as well as a prototype for tribaliy organized early lslamic cities
such as Kiifa and Basra, >

In al-Kiifa and al-Bagra, the army initially resided in tents and bamboo
houses but after an incident of fire broke out, the settlers took permission from

Caliph “Umar to built houses of bricks."’> Some of the houses later were double

*Tabart, Tarikh, vol, 1, 2489.
*Morony, /raq after the Muslim Conquest, 221,

““Batadburi, Furith, 277; Later on people built beautiful houses at al-Kiifa and al- Basra.
For instance, Zubayr bin Awam prepared a house in Basra, a magnificent house in which wealthy
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stories as is evident from some of the incidents.*! Al-Kiifa however was not a

fortified city as al-Mada’in was.

There is not much information about the pattern of the construction of al-
Basra but it could be assumed that the style would be the same more or less. Al-
Basra was initially developed by the houses of tents but gradually when the
population of the area increased, some of the Arabs constructed seven colonies
with mud bricks. Azd and Tamim formed four colonies; two each, likewise three
more colonies were formed by some other tribal groups.42 There was a provision
depot near al-Basra famous with the name of Madinat-ul-Rizq which was a
fortified city. It was originally formed as a supply centre where food was stored

and cattle were slaughtered.”

The construction of al-Kiifa and al-Basra was not only urban but it was
also inter-tribal. The Arabs of several distinct genres were settled together and
lived in one place. In al-Kiifa, the tribes were lined up in different streets around
the mosque.** A separate settlement was prepared for the border Arab tribes of
Miisal, if in case they ever would like to come to al-Kiifa and stay there. Thus the

caravan of Mosul or other borders used to stay at that specific place at al-Kifa.

merchants vsed to come and stay. He also constructed a house in Al-Kiifa and was considered to
be a wealthy person. Similarly Talha bin Ubaydulla constructed a magnificent house in Al-Kifa .
1t was famous with the name of “kinasa dar ul Batheen”. Mas*td1, Mariij, 332-3.

Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2529-32.
*“Ibn Saad, Tabagat, vol. 7, 5.
“*Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 681-2.
“‘See details on chapter 2, 87.

“STabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2490.
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The Arabs learnt to live in an inter-tribal cnvironment and instead of
having tribal warfare; they made alliances and cooperated with each other. The
Arab tribes had come from several different backgrounds and then all of them had
settled at al-Kifa and al-Bagra. Their different identities were gradually merged
and new identities of the Kufan and the Basran Arabs emerged. In the initial phase
of settlement, the tribes were happily settled. At al-K0fa, Sa‘d had determined the
boundaries of the city and made a lucky draw between ahl-al-Yaman® and ahl-ul-
Nizar® for the better part of the city which was the eastern part. The draw was
won by the ahl-al-Yaman and they settled in the eastern part while Nizar went to

the western part.*®

The initial period of settlement during the reign of caliph ‘Umar and
“Uthmin was of peace between the tribes as they were busy in further conquests.
Even in the time period of ‘Uthméan and ‘Alf, the tribes did not fight on tribal
bases, instead the new identities of being the supporters of Ali o~ the supporters of
other groups emerged. Thus in the battle of Jamal® which was fought between
*Ayi’sha and *All, the members of the tribes fought against their own members.

Most of the Kufans supported Ali and most of the Basrans supported ‘Ayi*sha.”

S 4hi-wl-Yaman were the southermn Arabs including Quda‘a and Kahtn,
Y Ahl-ul-Nizdr were the northern Arabs comprising of the tribes of RabT*a and Mugar.
““Baladhuri, Futih, 276,

®The battle of Jamal was fought in which ‘Ayi’sha , thz wife of the Prophet (PBUH) and
Talha and Zubafr, two of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) fought against ‘AR, the caliph of
the Arab empire at that time.

*In the battle of Jamal, the tribes this time did not remain united, there emerged factions
and it is reported by Tabari that both the armies contained tribes of Mugar, Rabia and Yaman,
Tabarl, Tarikh, vol. 1, 3224,
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After the battle of Jamal, Ali gained control over the whole of raq and prepared
the Kufans and the Basrans to fight against the Syrian army of Mu‘awiya. A
broader identity of the Iraqi Arabs emerged and was most visible in the civil war
of Siffin in which all Iraqi Arabs fought against the Syrian Arabs.’! Throughout
the Umayyad period, the identity of being an Iraqi rémained mich stronger than
the tribal identity; probably that was the reason of lesser tribal conflicts at Iraq
during this period. Iraq was famous for its ant-Umayyad attitude and all of the

conflicts and civil wars reveal this attitude.

Al-Kiuifa was more diverse in its tribal composition yet no major tribal
conflict was reported there. It however occurred in al-Basra but the duration and
severity of the conflict was very low. Azd and Tamim emerged as the two most
important tribal groups in al-Basra. Ziyad was the governor of al-Basra for Ali,
but when the position of Ali declined, Mu‘awiya sent Ibn al-Hazrami as his
governor over al-Basra who gathered the support of the majo;ity of the Bagrans
for Mu‘awiya. Ibn al-Hazrami was staying with Tamim, and Ziyad had taken
refuge with Azd. Ziyad wanted the Azd to fight a battle with Tamim, yet Azd

refrained from it.%?

Likewise there is another incident of tribal conflict between Tamim and
Azd. It was also associated and related with the political crisis of that period. The
death of caliph Yazid was an unexpected and shocking event for the pro-Umayyad

group. It had also weakened the position of the provincial governors thus

*'bid., 3287; See details in Mahmoud M. Ayoub, The Crisis of Muslim History: Religion
and Politics in Early Islam (Oxford: Oneworld, 2006), 106-133.

52 Tabari, Tartkh, vol. 1, 3414-17.
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Ubaydulla,” the governor of al-Basra was also in an instable position. Ubaydulla
fled with the help of an Azdi and took refuge with Mas‘lid bin Amr who was the
leader of Azd in al-Basra.>® After giving protection to Ubzydulla, Azd was
ordered to be armed to defend him. In the meanwhile controversy began between
Mudar and Rabi‘a. Ubaydulla heated up the controversy which had emerged
between a Qurayshi and a BakrT on the incident of the death of two men of Bakr
bin Wa’il by ‘Abdullah b. Kazim at Khurasan.>> When Ubaydulla heard of this
quarrel, he sent Mas‘tid and told him to make an allignce with Bakr.”® They had
also made an alliance previously for the support of caliph Yazid. Bakr and Azd
renewed the old alliance and wrote an agreement.”’ They appointed Mas‘@id bin
‘Amr of Azd as their joint chief and together with the people of Yemen and
Rabi‘a, they went to the governor house. Mas‘lid ascended the pulpit but was
killed by Tamim.’® After Mas‘dd was killed, a great battle was fought between

Tamim and Azd with Bakr as their allies. Finally Tamim and Azd made peace on

%3 Ubaydulla was the son of Ziyad bin Abii Sufyan.

*Al-Harith convinced Mas‘tid bin ‘Amr to give refuge to Ubaydulla. Mas‘iid was slightly
reluctant and do not want to deceive the other tribes of his garrison. Still, he agreed to give refuge
to Ubaydulla. TabarT, Tarikh, vol. 2, 445-6.

%*In 64 AH,‘Abdulla bin Kazim of the Salaym killed two sons of Siilayman who belonged
to Bakr bin Wa'il. After this incident, Bakr bin W#’il and Ibn Kazim with Mudar fought a war for
one year in which Bakr bin Wa’il was defeated. 1bn Kazim killed all captives of war. Ibid., 488-97;
This had its effects on Basrans. There was a gathering in a mosque and a Qureshi spoke rudely to
Malik bin Misma* of Bakr bin W2'il, who was previously the leader of Bakr. One of the members
of Rabt*a hit that QureshT and quarrel broke out between Rabi‘a and Mugar. Many of the Tamim
came for the support of Mugar and defeated Rabi*a. On this, Bakr bin Wa'il got annoyed and their
leader ‘Ashyam bin Shaqiq al-Sadiisi ordered them to kill any Mugar whom they came across.
Milik bin Misma* pacified them and there was no quarrel till one month. But after one month,
another incident of quarrel broke out between Bakr b. Wail and Tamim which finally resulted in a
battle between the two. Ibid., 447-8.

% Ibid., 449,
57 Ibid., 449.

%8 Ibid., 450-2.
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the condition of the payment of ten times the blood money for the killing of
Mas‘id.>” Ubaydulla wanted to utilize this controversy in his own favor. When
failed in his plans, he simply left his protectors for Syria.%® Apart from these fewer
events, the sources have not reported any considerable tribal conflict in al-Kiifa
and al-Bagra despite of the fact that several Arab tribes had enmities in pre-

Islamic times.

The Arabs who settled in smaller garrisons were more easily settled. They
were less affected from the political turmoil and crisis of the empire when
compared with al-Kiifa and al-Basra. Several civil wars were fought in al-Kifa
and al-Bagra but the smaller garrisons like al-Mada’in, al-Hira and al-Qadisiyya
were safe from such incidents. Some of the initial settlers had remained back at al-
Mada’in and al-Hira but there are several examples in which some of the people
of al-Kiifa later on loved those places and preferred to have .their homes at al-
Mada’in or Hira.*! In point of fact al-Hira was treated as a sub-district of al-Kiifa
being geographically closer to it. The leader of the khawarij Mustawrid bin ‘Ulifa,
had settled at al-Hira in 43 AH. He had a house at al-Hira near Qasr al-

Adasiyyin®? Similarly Hajjar b. Abjar63 had a house at al-Hira closer to the house

% Ibid., 462-3.
“Ibid., 433.

®'For instance Mughira b. Shubah demanded from Ziyad to give him the settlements at
Qarqisiyya, a town on the left bank of Euphrates where Qays Aiylan had already settled. Ibid., 72.
Al-Hasan after assuming caliphate went to al-Mada’in and lived there until he granted caliphate to
Mu‘awiya. Ibid., 2-4.

2ibid., 29-30; Qasr Adisiyyin was one of the fortified enclosures at the town of Al-Hira,
about six kilometers from al-Al-Kiifa .

®He belonged t0'Tjl of Bakr bin Wa’il and had given testimony against Hujr bin Adi.
Ibid.,113.
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of Mustawrid. It also appears that they kept on moving from their house of al-Hira

to al-Kiifa frequently.*

There was also a small number of the Arab population who were earlier
settlers at Iraq. As it has been discussed in chapter 2 that several tribes of Rabi‘a
and Kahtan had settled at al-Hira, al-‘Anbar and several other districts of Iraq in
pre-Islamic times thus it has been reported by Morony that Taniikh, Tay’i, Tamim,
Sulaym, ‘Ijl, Sha‘ban, Tha‘laba, Asad, Azd, Quda‘a and Kalb had their members
at al-Hira.%®. It can be assumed that probably the members of these tribes had
preferred to settle at al-Hira. Thus Quda‘a, Taniikh and Kalb did not settle at al-
Kiafa. They settled at al-Basra in a small number and made alliance with Azd.

Similarly very few of Iyad, Namir and Taglib settled at al-Kiifa 56

In the same way Al-Mada’in continued to be the centre of the Arabs for a
longer time. Kufi reports that when ‘Umar ordered Sa‘d to move to al-Kiifa from
al-Mada’in, he also ordered him to leave Salman Farsi with a group of Muslims at
al-Mada’in.®” These people were registered at al-Kiifa as they used to collect their
ata from al-Kiifa every year when pay was distributed.%® They found al-Mada’in
more comfortable. A few of them had also joined the repentance movement.*’

Apart from some attacks of the Khawarij and consequent battles at al-Mada’in, the

Ibid., 29-32.

®Morony, Iraq after the Muslim Conquest, 221.
“Ibid., 228.

¢ Al-Kufi, Futiih, vol, 1, 220-1,

S8 Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 504,

*Ibid.
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city was largely peaceful. Even in cases when enemy forces reached al-Mada’in,
their first strategy was to close the doors of the city and to fortify themselves. Al-
Mada’in was politically important and remained active throughent the Umayyad
period. Hasan™® stayed in al-Madian for some period.”" There were separate
governors appointed for al-Mada’in.”? In 43 AH, the governor of al-Mada’in was
Simak bin ‘Ubayd who helped the Kufan army during the revolt of khawarij. He
kept on informing the Kufan army about the location and position of khawarij
along with providing food and proper arrangement for their rect thus the army
stayed at al-Mada’in for three nights.”” The migrants settled at al-Mada'in had a
proper system to guard themselves. There was enough fighting army, for instance
when khawarij tried to enter al-Mada’in, Simak bin ‘Ubayd lined up his men at
the gate of the city and posted archers on the walls.” Later on in 76 AH, Hajjaj
bin Yusaf>, the then governor ordered his commander to collect five hundred

cavalrymen from al-Mada’in to fight khawarij.”® The governor of al-Mada’in

™Hasan bin ‘Ali bin Abii Talib was the elder son of Ali and the grandson of the Prophet
(PBUH). Ibn Athtr, a/-Kamil vol. 3, 460.

"Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 2.

7 Sa‘d bin Mas‘iid was the governor of al-Mada’in when Hasan stayed there. He was the
brother of Abii ‘Ubayd bin Mas‘lid Thaqafi and uncle of Mukhtdr Thaqafi. Ibid; Also see Ibn
Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 280.

Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 45-6; The various armies used to stay at al-Mada’in, for instance
see Ibid., 901, 903
™Ibid., 57.

"Hajjaj bin Yasaf bin Hakm belonged to Thagif. He played an important role in the
politics as a strong governor of Iraq. He died in 95 AH. Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 4, 583-7.

"°At that time there were many men from the nobles of the garrisons and their families
and numerous fighters at Madain. They were staying there to protect the areas of Jukha and
‘Anbar. Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 980.
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provided the army of Hajjaj with sufficient support. In return, the khawarij
attacked al-Mada’in, seized their horses and killed many men. The people threw
stones and arrows at the army of Khawarij from the roofs of the houses.”” Thus al-
Mada’in always remained politically significant’® yet both al-Mada’in and al-Hira

faced less political chaos as compared to al-Kiifa and al-Basra .

The town of Qarqissiya had also settlements of Arabs. Zufair bin al-Harith
al-Kalbi was the governor over that place. Markets were set up in the town if some
army of the Arabs settles there. The army of the fawabin® stayed at Qargissiya. It
was a rich town as Zufair provided fawabin with plenty of food items as gifts.*
Likewise five hundred men had been posted at al-‘Anbar by Ali, therefore it
seems that there was also some Arab population in al-‘Anbar.®' People of al-Kiifa
had also made houses and settlements at some far-off places in Iraq.®2 Thus Arabs

had settled them in larger as well as smaller garrisons. These garrisons had

"bid., 899-901.

™Al-Mada’in was politically very important. Tabari, Tarikh wrote about al-Madain that it
was the gateway to al-Kiifa and whoever takes the control of al-Madain, he takes the control of Al-
Kiifa, this statement at another occasion was put in the mouth of Mutarrif bin al-Mughira who was
the governor of al-Mada’in and requested Al-Hajjaj to provide him with reinforcements to protect
al-Mada’in as al-Mad3’in is the gate and fortress of al-Kiifa. Ibid., 929, 982; However Shabib
never give such importance to al-Mad&’in, he was always interested in al-Kiifa .

®Tawabin was a brigade of people of al-Kiifa who repented over their action to leave
Husayn alone at Karbala and because they failed to join him. See details of the movement in
chapter 4.

%Forty camels were sent to al-Musayb and Surad and ten camels each were sent to
prominent men of the army and commanders of each quarter. Moreover a large number of animals
were sent along with a huge quantity of barley and the soldiers were told to take as much as they
wished. TabarT, Tarikh, vol. 2, 551-3.

*! Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 3445,

%2 For instance, Mukhar Thaqafi had made a settlement at Khutarniyah. Tabari, Tarikh,
vol. 2, 520
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gradually developed into the centers of commercial activity. All of these garrisons

remained in close contact with each other and thus relied less on the local

populace.
3.3 Climatic Problems

It always becomes difficult for the migrants to adjust in new climatic
conditions. Same happened with the Arab migrants. They did not face much
problem in the earlier phases of migration which was also the initial stage of
conquests. Even when they decided to settle their armies at al-Hira, there was not
much trouble. The reason probably was the climatic similarities of Arabia and al-
Hira. Al-Hira laid less than a league south of al-Kiifa and Arabs were easily
adjusted in al-Kiifa. Al-Kiifa occupied an extensive plain lying above the river
Euphrates.®® Al-Hira was already populated by the Arabs. At the time when it was
conquered by Khalid, it was ruled by Bugaila, who belonged to the tribe of Azd.*
Thus the Arabs were easily adjusted at al-Hira. Later they stayed at al-Qadisiyya
for some time. Al-Qadisiyya lie on the actual desert border, five leagues west of

al-Kiufa and it was surrounded by palm-groves.®® The Arabs remained comfortable

at al-Qadisiyya too.

However when the Arabs went to al-Mada’in and decided to settle there
permanently, they had to face major problems of climatic change. They disliked

the climatic conditions and moisture of al-Mada’in and found themselves

®Ybn Yaqat, Ma 'ujam-ul-Buldan, vol. 4, 490; Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate,
75.

% Baladhuri, Futith, 244.

%5 Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, 76.
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uncomfortable. The people complaint of the environmental conditions of al-
Mad?’in like in one tradition they complaint of bees and in another they were
wretched by the mosquitoes.®® One of the army men of Sa‘d named Huzaifa
wrote to ‘Umar that the stomachs and various body parts of Arabs have become
weak and their body colors have changed at al-Mad#’in.”” From al-Mad#’in, the
Arabs went to conqueror Jaliila and Takrit. The weather of Jaliild was also very

extreme for the Arabs and their health had been influenced considerably there. *

‘Umar suggested Sa‘d to treat the Arabs according to their own nature.
‘Umar believed that the nature of Arabs is similar to the nature of camels and thus
the Arabs would like sandy areas or would like anything that is suitable for the
camels.® His other direction was to avoid a sea between that nlace and Arabia.
At this stage, the areas from al-Ubula to Takrit from south to north and al-
Qadisiyya to al-Mada’in from east to west were conquered. There was probably
no question of settling across the Persian Gulf, Thus it can be assumed that it was
most probably an instruction about river as there were two rivers between Madina
and al-Mada’in. Moreover al-Mada’in was very close to river Tigris and the moist
environment did not suit Arabs. Caliph ‘Umar probably wanted to instruct them to

remain a little away from rivers. Thus finally they selected al-Kiifa which

% Baladhuri, Furiih, 276-7.

*'Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 2, 527; Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2483.
¥Ibid., 2482.

®Ibid., 2483.

*Baladhuri, Futith, 275.
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occupied an extensive plain lying above the river Euphrates.”’ Al-Kiifa has been
occasionally declared as a place of better climate. Ibn al-Fagh has mentioned a
discussion in the court of an Abbasid caliph about different places. It was argued
and agreed upon that al-Kiifa is better than Syria and al-Basra both. Al-Kiifa was
declared to be unclear from the diseases which grow in Syria. The superiority of
al-Kiifa was also asserted over al-Bagra as al-Kiifa was a highland when compared
with al-Basra and Euphrates flows from al-Kiifa which makes its water sweet.”?
Whenever a governor landed in a-Kiifa, he found the water sweet, the air clean

and the earth dirt free.”

In the same way in the selection of al-Basra, ‘Utba bin Ghazwan®* wrote to
‘Umar that Arabs need a place to settle and to get rest during their attacks. This
time ‘Umar gave slightly different instructions to settle the people to an area
which is closer to water and greenery. ‘Utba found this place at al-Basra.”® Khalifa
bin Khayat on the other hand believes that when the Arabs opened another front
from al-Basra, they made their choices according to their own climatic suitability.
‘Utba bin Ghazwan reached al-Bariira which was land where Bamboos grew. He

disliked it and went to al-Huraiba. In another tradition, he went to al-Marbad and

*'Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, 75; 1t is reported by BaladhurT that Bugafla
went to Sa‘d and advised him to settle at al-Kiifa which is both away from desert and is elevated
from moist and wet land. Ibid., 387; According to Khalifa bin Khayat, al-Kiifa was a place which
was high and there were no mosquitoes, moreover it was a forest but was at land (not sea). He also
reported it to be a green land. Khalifa bin Khayat, Tarikh, 138.

% Ibn al-Faqih, Kitab-ul-Futith, 201.
“1bid., 249.

#Utba bin Ghazwan was sent as the commander over the Basran front. Tabari, Tarikh,
vol. 1, 2026.

**Baladhuri, Futith, 241-2.
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liked the red hard stones there. He named it al-Basra and tcld his followers to

settle there.*

Initially the Basrans were not well-adjusted in the new climatic and
environmental conditions. They felt jealous from the climatic superiority of al-
Kiifa and considered it as the result of unequal distribution of resources. Ahnaf bin
Qay597 went to ‘Umar with some of the Basrans and complained about the
miserable conditions in which they were living. They mentioned that their
brothers (people of al-Kiifa) were living in the houses of the earlier nations®® and
enjoying the facility of clean water and fertile green lands, but on the other side
these people claimed to live in areas where on the one side 1'e sulphuric water”
and on the other side, there are barren lands. They further complained that they
cannot cultivate the lands, nor can keep cattle, thus have no source of income.
Their women have to go to two farsakh (six miles as one farsakh is considered to
be a distance of three miles) to bring water while she tightens Fer small kid on her
shoulders. They requested ‘Umar to find some solution of their hunger and
trouble. ‘Umar wrote down their names in the register for the payment of ata to

them and wrote to Abii Miisa al-Ash‘arT to dig a canal for them.'®

*K halifa bin Khayat, Tarikh, 128; Ibn al-Faqih, Kitab-ul-Futih, 227.

%7 Ahnaf was the head of Tamim at al-Bagra. ‘Umar praised him and appointed him to be
the leader of people of al-Basra in the battle of Ahwaz. Tabari, Tdrikh, vol. 1, 2538, 2540; Also see
Ibn Athir, Asad-ul-Ghaba, vol. 1, 55; and Ibn Khallikan, Wafaydt, vol. 2, 449.

% He was probably talking of the earlier settlement of Kufans at al- Mada’in.

*Sweet water had disappeared from Basra due to some climatic changes. Ibn al-Faqih,
Kitab-ul-Futih, 205.

'®galadhuri, Futiah, 350-1; Ibn al-Faqth, Kitab-ul-Futiih, 232-3. Ahnaf had actually went
to complain about their lesser salaries but he also talked about climatic hardships.
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Later, the Arabs not only adjusted themselves in the new environment but
also contributed in stopping the deterioration of the geographic conditions of Iraq.
In the last days of the Sassanid, probably in 638 or 639 AD, a flood came in Tigris
and Euphrates and various dams were broken. Sassanid tried their best to rebuild
those dams but the flood was very heavy. The water flowed towards the
neighboring areas resulting in the formation of a swamp there. Mu‘awiya
nominated his mawla ‘Abdullah bin Duraj over extracting kkardj from Iraq. He
made the lands of swamp useable, repaired the dams and controlled the water.
Thus he was able to extract fifty lac dirhams from these lands. Later on various

lands were made useable for Hajjaj and Hisham.'®! " [

Another important ecological factor which struck the migrants was the
breaking out of plague. The major plague was reported to break out in Syria. It
can be assumed that plague at al-Kiifa and al-Basra was probably transported from
Syria through the Arab army which kept on moving from Syria to Iraq. There are
some reports of plague at al-Kiifa and al-Bagra and it was found to be the reason
of the death of earlier two governors, Mughira and Ziyad.'” It also seems from
the accounts that there were repetitive attacks of plague.'® In 64 AH, during the
governorship of ‘Abdullah bin al-Harith Babbah,'® plague again broke out in al-

Bagra. The mother of ‘Abdullah died due to this disease.'®® Therefore in the initial

1 Baladhuri, Futith, 290-2.
192 Tabarf, Tarikh, vol. 2, 87, 158.

103 Plague struck at al-Kiifa and Mughira bin Shu‘ba fled from al-Kiifa . When the disease
disappeared, he came back to al-Kiifa but was stricken and died. Ibid., 87.

'® He was chosen as governor by the people of al-Basra. Ibid., 463.

1%)bid., 466.
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stages, some of the new diseases spread and created problems for the settlers. Yet

most of the population was well-adjusted and liked the new place.

3.4 Issues of Social Adjustment

Although the Arabs had lesser contacts with the locals and developed their
own social system, still they interacted with them which affected their socio-
economic structure. This interaction was mainly developed on two levels. One
was the dealings with the local non-Arab and non-Muslims. The other was the
communication on the level of slaves and mawali. Many of the locals made their
place in the social network of Arabs in the form of slaves and mawali who
gradually increased in number and became an important part of the population of
al-Kiifa and al-Basra. Another problem of social adjustment arose when a bigger
wave of later migrants began. The relation between the earlier and the later

migrants was also one of the important features of migrant’s lifs.

3.4.1 Migrants Relations with Local Non-Arabs

The relationship of Arabs with the locals was determined by their status as
conquerors. The initial interaction with the locals was developed during the
conquest movement. At that moment some of the locals helped the Arabs and thus

found their place in the new society. The first interaction includes the meetings of

different deputations of Arabs which were sent to the Persian court of Yazdjard'®

107

and the encampments of Rustam.” The person who acted as the translator for

'%gee chapter 2, note, 85.

'"Rustam bin Farrukhzad al-Armani was the military leader of the Persians. He was
given much importance in the sources. Many Arab delegates went to Persians and had lengthy
dialogues with Rustam. Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2235-2238, 2243-59.
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Rustam was an inhabitant of al-Hira and was an Arab, similarly Arabs had
translators in their army who usually inquire the Persian soldiers.'® Although
during the battles between Persians and Arabs, the locals were more willing to
support Rustam and the Persian forces as they were their co-religionists but when
the Persian forces had left them alone to fight against the Arabs, the common
villagers changed their loyalties. They made several treaties with the Arabs and
gave them money, food items and their cattle in order to save their lives from
them. They also considered it an option to become subservient to the Arabs if no
support would come from the Persians. The chief of al-Hfra clearly told the
Persian king about their right to protect them by bribing the Muslim or
surrendering to them if the Persian army will not defend them.'®. A few of them
accepted Islam as well. For instance a soldier waslcaptured during the battle of

110

Qadisiyya who accepted Islam and remained with Tulayha,'" the man who had

""" A few others who accepted Islam during the battle of Qadisiyya

captured him.
were given share in the spoils of war and stipends of two thousand.!'? For instance
Rafial was an important member of the army of Rustam who accepted Islam and

got stipend. He was the narrator of different traditions regarding the army of

198 1bid, 2275. 2263.
1%1bid., vol. 1, 2256.

"®Tulayha bin Khuwaylid al-Asadi was the false prophet who had accepted Istam and
fought different battles along with the Arabs. Ibid., 2259-2262.

bid., 2260.

"21hid., 2261.
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Rustam and the situation at Persia.''” Some people accepted Islam after the

conquest of Qadisiyya.'

Likewise there were some larger groups who had Icft the Persian royal
army and had joined the Arabs, Daylimites and As3wira both were the major army
units of the Persians who joined the Arabs on the condition that they will be
provided protection, will be given freedom to choose their halif and will be given
stipends. Both of these groups chose to live with Tamim. Dalymites lived at al-
Kiifa and Asawira lived at al-Bagra.!”® These two groups played an important role
in future politics. AsAwira supported Tamim during their tribal conflict with Bakr

and Azd at al-Bagra .!'®

Apart from these individuals and groups, the rest of the population stayed
in their lands, Arabs made contracts with al) of this population. A few of them had

come to visit the caliph or governors occasionally. For instance the Marzban of

"31bid,, 2269.
1pid., 2341,

"S1bid., 2341; Baladburi, Futih, 366-9; Daylamites were also called al-Hamra. They
fought for Muslims in the conquest of Zanjan and Azarbijen and acted as border guards for
Musim. See more detsils in Mohsen Zakari, Sasanid Soldiers in Early Muslim Society: The
Origins of Ayyaran and Futuwwa (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1995), 116-7.

"Asiwira were the best archers. They under the leadership of Mah Afridin stroke two
thousand arrows on the group of A2d and Bakr at the day of their conflict. They also fought along
with Tamim with his five hundred men when they killed Mas*aid bin *Amr of Azd. Tabari, Tarikh,
Secunda series I, 452, 454; 7 A canat named Nehr-ul-Asihwira and 2 mosque named as Masjid-ul-
Asdwira was constructed for As3wira. Mohsen Zakari, Sasanid Soldiers in Early Muslim Society,
115-6.
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Marw"'” had come to visit ‘Alf to submit to his authority.'"® There were a few who

used to come as fugitives and sought to live in the garrisons.''®

In general, there were three sorts of local people. Those who had already
formed a pact with the Arabs and did not fight Arabs in further battles; the
contract was retained for them after the conquest of Sawad. There was another
group who had never formed a contract with Arabs, however ‘hey had not fought
with Arabs; the Arabs formed new contract with them after the conquests. Third,
there were those locals who had left their lands; they were called back by the
Arabs and a peace treaty was formed with them. All of them were given the status
of dhimmi. Thus almost whole of the population of Sawad remained at their

original places and were supposed to pay khardj on their lands.'?

The future relationship of the Arabs and the locals thus was woven in this
intricate bond of a conqueror and the conquered. In most of the modes of
interactions, the Arabs acted as the authoritative leaders and the Persians as
obedient servants. Yet, gradually there could be seen a sort of emotional and
ideological affiliation between the two. According to some of the contracts, the

non-Muslim population was required to give feast to the Arab travelers'?! which

""" Marzaban was the title for the district leader of the Persians. Morony, Iraq After the
Muslim Conquest, 28.

"2 Tbn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3,273.
1'% Crone, Slaves, 51.
'2°Tabari, Tarikh, vol, 1, 2368-71.

"'Ibid., 2470. They were supposed by the contract to act as guides, to take care of roads,
bridges and markets and to pay jizya.
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was probably a show of the Arab power but definitely had rlayed an important

role in knowing and understanding each other’s culture.

Moreover, the locals were employed in different kinds of jobs by the
conquerors. Some of the lands owned by the Arabs were cultivated by the local
slaves and peasants.'” They were also given importance and were trusted for
several administrative jobs. Ubaydulla had appointed dahagin'® over the finances
of Iraq and found them more comfortable with the authorities. He believed that the
dahaqin are more trustworthy and reliable as compared ‘o Arabs.'”* These
dahagin provided certain other services to the governor as well. For instance, the
dahagin provided intelligence to the governor regarding different rebels of the

state.'?® They were valued for their services.'?®

Another kind of interaction was seen during different battles and civil wars
in which the locals acted as guides and were employed in different smaller kinds
of labor. For instance during the revolt of khawarij in 43 AH, the locals played a
very important role. They acted as guides for both the parties, probably because of

the payment they got. The commander of the Kufan army was constantly

122 .ands were given to soldiers in the form of grants. Even Umar gave some grants,
however ‘Uthman and Ali surely gifted people with land grants in Iraqi alluvium. Ibid., 2376

' Dahdqin were the Persian lower landed nobility and were the heads of the villages.
Mohsen Zakari, Sasanid Soldiers in Early Muslim Society: The Origins of Ayyaran and Futuwwa
(Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1995), 30.

124 Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 458.
Bbid., 916.

'2Mohsen Zakari on the other hands argues that the relationship between the dahdgin and
the Arabs was that of suspicion although the dahdgin supported the Arabs in order to retain their
previous position of privilege and the Arabs also utilized their services, still some of the dahdgin
were found in some anti-Umayyad revolts, thus were seen with suspicion. Mohsen Zakari, Sasanid
Soldiers in Early Muslim Society, 101-2,
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informed about the status of his rear guard by the locals and the villagers. Thus
villagers were a source of information.'” Locals were also employed for some
smaller labor as there is an example that khrawarif had employed a local for
repairing bridge.'?® In the later period, the locals were also employed in the Arab
army as for instance, Hajjaj hired a force of two thousand locals on contract basis

in the year 76 AH to fight khawarij.'””

The governors and some notable Arabs have occasionally shown concern
towards the locals. Hajjaj had shown his extreme anger when two of the dahdqin
were killed by an Arab. He was about to give punishment to the Arab but that
Arab had already taken a safe grant from the govemnor without letting him know
his identity. Due to this reason, Hajjij left him without any punishment.'*
Similarly some other notables have shown their kindness and concern towards the
locals. For instance Shabib Khariji™' was very merciful for the locals. The people
wanted to support him but feared the authorities."”? However there was one

dihgan who supported him. A dihgan provided hospitality to Shabib. He provided

him with food and kept him in his fortress.'* In this way, he probably annoyed

2¥rabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 48, 53, 57, 60, 62.
¥bid., 51-2.

*’Ibid., 890; Those soldiers who were not registered in the regular diwdn were paid a
smaller allowance which was confined to the period of their service, Mohsen Zakari, Sasanid
Soldiers in Early Muslim Society, 126; For the role of different groups of non-Arabs in the polity
of Arabs as regiments and private militias see Khalil Athamana, *Non-Arab Regiments and Private
Militias during the Umayyad Period”, Arabicad$, fasc. 3 (1998), 347-78.

“OTabari, Tarfkh, vol. 2, 941.

"'He was a famous leader of Khariji who fought battles against [ajjaj for a very long
time.

"2 Tabast, Tarikh, vol. 2, 934,
1bid., 909.
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the authorities but expressed his personal feelings of affiliation and affinity

towards an Arab.

Thus the relation between the Arabs and the locals was very smooth. As
the Arabs had migrated in group, they had to make lesser contacts with the locals,
still the frequent interactions they had were very unfussy. The Arabs were
comfortable with the local non-Arabs, employed them in various jobs and
developed cordial relations with them. On the other hand, the locals also adjusted
easily with the Arabs and did not create much trouble for them. There was not a
single example of any revolt of the locals against the Arabs in Iraq. The locals
gradually developed various ways to seek employment or certain other benefits
from the conquerors. Arabs were happy with their services and utilized them

whenever was required.

3.4.2 Migrants Relations with Slaves/Mawalr

One of the level on which they interacted with the locals was those slaves
who were captured from different areas of Iraq. Some of these slaves were freed

by the Arabs and were made mawali.'** Similarly some other Arabs were made

" Mawalr is the plural of the word mawla. The word ‘mawla’ carried a variety of
connotations. It conferred the meaning of “master and slave, patron and client, companion,
neighbor, confederate, relation (affinis), the granter and the receiver of a favour, etc.” M.de Slane,
tr. Wafayat-al-Ayan wa Anba al-Zaman, vol. 111 (Karachi: Pakistan Historical Society, 1970), 4;
and Sayyid Mutlub Husayn, Evolution of Social Institutions in Islam: During First Century of
Hijrah (Lahore: Islamic Book Foundation, 1986), 288. However mawalf were generally considered
as the freed slaves of the Arabs who made a contract of wald with their masters. The institution of
wald was prevalent in Arabia before the emergence of Islam. For details of mawaiT see Patricia
Crone, slaves on Horses: the Evolution of Islamic Polity (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1980); and Roman, Provincial and Islamic Law (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987);
At times, it turns out to be a complicated fixation to differentiate between the mawl/a and siave
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contractual mawdlT and were given certain privileges and protections.' Migrants
kept friendly relations with the slaves and particularly with the mawali. Most of
the slaves worked on domestic level, however the status of mowall was different,
He was a freed slave still was associated with his former master, due to the
bondage of wald as well as due to the personal relationship that had been

developed between the slave and the master.

The Arabs at Iraq relied heavily on the services of their mawdll. Mutarrif
bin al-Mughira'*® made his mawla Yazid bin AbT Ziyad as the incharge of his
guard at al-Mada’in."”” Several governors had appointed their mawair as heads of

13 Gradually the slaves and mawall attained a very crucial

their personal guard.
and indispensable position in the Arab migrant society of the garrisons. Most of

them formed part of the household of their patrons.'* Governors were mainly

sharply. The manumitted slave led half of his life as slave and later half as mawla. One of the
principal mufsi of Makkah, ‘Tkrima bin ‘Abdulla was a slave of ‘Abdulla bin Abbas. Ibn Abbas
died without giving him freedom, however his son freed him. Similarly Hasan Basri was bomnas a
slave but was later freed. Ibn Khallikdn, #afaydr, vol. 1, 69-73; vol. 3, 265-6.

"SThere were two kinds of mawdlf. One was the freed slaves of the patron and the others
were the voluntarily commended mawdafl. The voluntarily commended mawili were freemen,
usually non~Arabs but formed an agreement of wald with the patron. These were also known as
contractual mawdll. Arabs were of the view that “there was merit in both kinds™, Tabari, TarTkh
vol. 2, 1853; Sayyid Mutlub Hussayn has given three categories of mawdfl, which are mawia al
ltagah (freed slaves), mawia al-agd (client by agreement) and mawla ar-rakm (client by blood
relationship). Sayyid Mutlub Husayn, Evofution of Social Instirutions in Islam: During First
Cenrury of Hifrah (Lahore: Islamic Book Foundation, 1986), 289-92, Also see Jamil Ahmed
Chaudary, “Muslims and Mawali” Hamdard Islamicus 4 (winter 1994), 85-6,

3 Mutarrif was the son of Mughira bin Shu‘ba. He led a revolt against Hajjaj.
""Tabari, Tdrith, vol. 2, 983.
¥According to Kennedy, the commander of the guard, ashad-ul-iaras, usually were the

non-Arab mawill, Kennedy, the Armies of the Caliph, 35. For the use of mawdlr as personal
guards see, Ibid,,218-220, 798, 1403, 1743, 1803, 1820,

B9big., 256,
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accompanied by their personal mawali whenever they move within the

garrison.',

Gradually the Arabs developed a relationship based on emotional
attachment and affinity towards the slaves and especially towards mawali. This
relationship was expressed when the mawall were ready to sacrifice them or their
interests for the favor of their master. For instance ‘Abis bin Abt Shabib'*' told his
mawla to fight against the enemies of Husayn and he followed the instructions,
being a conscientious slave.!*? In return the mawalf were also given importance by
the migrants. Mawali had attained a position definitely superior to the slaves, thus
the Arabs felt closer to them and developed friendly relations with many of the
mawali. Some of the mawali were the close friends and associates of governors at
Iraq.!® The mawali also tried to help out their Arab friends whenever it was
required. ‘Umar Ibn Sa‘d departed from al-Kiifa to, hide himself from Mukhtar, he
hid him with one of his mawla.'** Similarly Yazid bin al- Muhallab al-Azdi'*’ was
the governor of Iraq during the caliphate of Sulyman. He appointed al-Mughira

bin AbT Kurra, a mawla of Sadiis as his scribe who advised him not to mention

1 Ibid., 244

IHe was one of the followers of Husayn.

"2 Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 353

13 Ibn al Irq, a mawla of Thagif had friendly relations with Hajjaj. Ibid., 525.
"“1bid., 673.

> Yazid bin al-Muhallab al-Azdi was the son of al-Muhallab who had fought many
successful battles against the khawarij.
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amount of taxes in written form. Yazid rejected this advice and was tortured by

the next governor on account of not paying that momay."“s

On the basis of the same affinity and closeness between the migrants and
the mawdlr, both developed marital relationships amongst them. Marriages formed
a very complex phenomenon due to the existence of concubinage in the Arab
society. Many non-Arab slave-girls were taken as concubines and bore children to
their patrons. Still, numerous marriage contracts were also in.practicc between the
slaves or mawdll and the migrants. Most of the elite contracted marriage with
slaves or mawalr and provided legitimacy to this practice. On the death of Husayn,
his wife married Zubayd, the mawla of Husayn. In the same way Zatn-ul-*Abidin
married one of his slave-girls after enfranchising her.'”” Humran bin Aban'*® also

married in Arab tribes and also had his children married with Arabs.'*®

The mawdll had attained a significant position in the society of the
migrants. They were enjoying their own business and wealth. Humrin bin Abin
was provided a house in al-Bagra by the caliph and he prospered in the city.'™ The
mawla of Thaqif, Midsa bin AbT Mukhtir owned a house in Al-Bagra."”' The

mawla of Ziyad, Fil, constructed one of the initial baths in al-Basra and eamed

16 rabarl, Tarikh, vol. 2, 1334-5.
7 1bn Khallikan, Wafaydr, vol. 3, 269.

¢ Humran bin Abdn was the maw/a of ‘Uthman. He was exiled as punishment to al-
Bagra. Tabari, Térikh, vol. 1, 2923,

149 1gnaz Goldziher, Muslim Studies, tr., C.R. Barbe and 5. M. Stern and ed., S. M. Stern,
vol. 2 (London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd, 1967), 122.

1% aladhuri, Futih, 362.

lbid., 347.
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huge money out of it."*> Migrants were quite comfortable with this growth of the
mawali however the mawali had some financial restrictions which rates them

lower to the migrants. The mawdlt had no share in the fay of the Arabs.

During the revolt of Mukhtar in al-Kiifa, the governor ‘Abdullah bin Muti
told his people that five hundred of the manumitted slaves have joined Mukhtar
and if Mukhtar will attain victory, the fay of the people will be transferred to their
manumitted slaves.'*> The governor told them that it will meon the passing away
of the migrant’s authority and power to the mawali. Correspondingly when the
Kufan ashrdf rose in revolt against Mukhtar, they again complained of the same
favors of Mukhtdr towards the mawali and the slaves. Tabari had quoted a
tradition from Abu Zuhayr al-Nadr bin Salih who narrated the following words by
the Kufan ashraf, “He (Mukhtar) has drawn our mawali near to himself, mounted
them on horses, given them stipends and assigned our fay to them. Our slaves
have disobeyed us, and our orphans and widows have thus been despoiled.”’* All
of the ashraf agreed that the most distasteful act of Mukhtar was keeping a share

for mawali in the fay of the migrants.

However after the success of the revolt, Mukhtar practically did not show
much concern towards the slaves and mawali. None of them was appointed on

higher post except for Kaysan Abii Amrah, who was appointed as chief of his

B2bid., 348.
153 Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 627.

*Ibid., 649; for quotation see, Tabari, The History of al-Tabari: Victory of the
Marwanids, tr., Michael Fishbein, vol. XII.(Albany: State University of Now York Press, 1989),
11.



157

personal guard.”® This position was already occupied usunlly by the mawalr.
Mukhtar even was ready to withdraw all benefits of slaves and mawali on the

complaints of Kufan ashraf.'*s

This event had definitely spoiled the smooth relationship of the migrants
and the salves and mawali. After the defeat of the Kufan askraf, they took help
from Mu‘sab bin Zubayr and specially complained about their own slaves and
mawali who had turned against them.'”’ Even the leaders who were fighting along
with Mukhtar felt bitterness towards the mawall.'*® The Kufan ashraf and the
forces of Mu‘sab killed innumerable mawali in their battle égainst Mukhtar.'*
Shabt bin Rab‘1, a famous leader of Tamim was fighting against Mukhtar. Once
he caught some prisoners, mawali and Arabs both. He killed those who introduced
them as mawali and left those who claimed to be the Arabs.'® The Kufan ashraf

were very angry with their slaves and mawalt and it probably took a lot of time to

slaves and mawali to revive their position amongst the migrants.

Gradually this incidence was forgotten and mawali again were seen in

some important jobs. Hajjaj sent his personal mawall and slaves against Shabib

135 Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 634
61bid., 650
"bid., 718

1% Abdulla b. Anas was made incharge of the right wing of the forces of al-Mukhtar
against the Kif n ashraf and Musab. He adviced his commander to force mawali to fight on foot
just because of his animosity towards the mawali. Ibid., 721

*1bid., 723-4.

1901hid.,623.
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KharijT and told them to occupy the roads outside al-Kiifa.'! Afterwards, their
relations with the migrants improved more and mawalt attained some noteworthy
positions in the Iraqi administration which reflect their revived status. Sulyman
had appointed Yazid bin al-Muhallab as governor of Iraq and Salih bin ‘Abdur
Rehman, a malwa of Tamim as incharge of fiscal administration. Salih was very
powerful and strict in regulating the usage of state money. Once he even refused
to pay the extravagant bills of Yazid, the governor who found himself in an
awkward position but was unable to take any action against Salih.'? Arab
migrants, in practice relied heavily on the support of their slaves and mawailt who
fought along with them and helped them on different stages. Although there had
been stages when their relations strained but the revolt of Mukhtar was not
specifically a revolt between the Arabs and the slaves and mawali. Several of the
Arab migrants were also the supporters of Mukhtar. Slaves and mawali helped the
migrants in adjusting with many local circumstances. On the other hand the
migrants were the ruling class and fulfilled the financial and economic
requirements of the slaves and mawali. The congruence of interests proved helpful

in maintaining a balanced relationship between the two people.

3.4.3 Later Migrants

Another definite change that came within the society of the migrants was
the rapid further inclusion of the later migrants in the garrisons. The news of the

settlement of the Arabs at Iraq reached Arabia and many of the ambitious men

1911bid.,958.

'©2[bid.,1306-7; Also sec Shaban, The Abbasid Revolution, 77-8.
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decided to move to the new areas in order to test their fates. They moved either in
tribal formation or in the composition of families. They join the original

inhabitants of their tribe. The late settlers were called rifada.'®

The number of later migrants kept on increasing with the passage of time.
The populace of twenty thousand who initially settled at ai-Kufa including the
army and their families'®* grew so rapidly that in the period of ‘Uthman, only the
number of fighting force at al-Kiifa was increased to forty thousand.'s’
Afterwards, the number of fighting population of al-Kiifa was reported to be fifty
seven thousand and that of al-Basra sixty thousand in the reign of ‘Al after the
battle of Siffin.'® This number had further increased in the period of the
governorship of Ziyad to sixty thousand for al-Kiifa and eighty thousand for al-
Basra.'®” It shows that a large number of later migrants had followed the initial

migrants. In the period of the governorship of Ubaydulla bin Ziyad, the register of

fighting men at al-Basra was increased from seventy thousand to eighty

183Ghaban informs that the late settlers were also given the status of first, second or third
rifada according to their time of arrival and their salaries and other benefits were fixed
accordingly. Shaban, Islamic History: A. D. 610-750 (4.H.132), 45.

Baladhuri, Futih, 276.
155 Tabari, Tarlkh, vol. 1, 2805.
1%1bid., 3370-2.

"1t was reported that in the period of Ziyad, there were eighty thousand soldiers and one
lac and twenty thousand were their dependents in Basra and, in a'-Kiifa therc were sixty thousand
soldiers and eighty thousand dependents. Baladhuri, Futith, 344-5.
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thousand.'®® Before that Ziyad had moved fifty thousand families of al-Bagra to

Khiirasan in order to relieve the pressure of the constant wave of later migrants.'®

The state was also encouraging the later migration initially. At times
several men were deputed from the caliph as experts of Quran and hadith to be
sent to the Iraqi garrisons. Abl Miisa al-Ash‘arf took along with him twenty nine
companions of the Prophet (PBUH) when he was made governor of al-Bagra.!”
On certain occasions when ‘Umar disliked someone due to s£>me of his unpleasant
acts, he was sent to some garrison city, for instance Nasr bin Hajjaj and Abl Zayb
from Salaym were sent to al-Bagra.'’! In the period of ‘Uthman, many renowned
companions of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) from Madina had migrated to al-Kiifa

and al-Basra.!”

Gradually Iraq became a centre for the later migrants and they loved to
come to Iraq in the search of new economic avenues. The later migrants also
posed an economic threat to the earlier migrants. The details will be discussed in

the next chapters.

Thus in a few years migrants dealt with most of the initial problems of

adjustment and they were well-settled at Iraq. Their main problem however was to

'®*According to Tabarf, in the period of the governorship of ‘Ubaydulla bin Ziyad, the
register of fighting men in Basra was increased from seventy to eighty thousand and the number of
dependents was increased from ninety thousand to one lac and forty thousand. Tabari, Tarikh, vol,
2,434,

" Baladhuri, Futiih, 400.
Y0 abari, Tarikh, vol. 1,2531.
"bn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol. 3, 86-7.

'"Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 3026; Crone also believes that there was a new wave of

immigration to Iraq in the period of “Uthman. Crone, Siaves, 63.
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manage their relations with the increasingly authoritarian nature of the Arab state
and to protect their economic benefits. The Arab state gradually began to assert its
power which was largely detested by the migrants. They resisted strongly to this

control and reacted through adopting different means.
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Chapter 4
Emergence of New Factions amongst the Migrants

And their Relations with the State

After migration, significant transformation can be observed in the political
structure of the migrants. The Arab migrants to Iraq belonged to the northern as
well as the southern Arabs. The northern Arabs were not familiar with the concept
of centralized government and they lived in the form of independent tribes. Each
tribe was itself a separate political unit. The southern on the other hand had
experienced some political control in the form of empires which ruled them but
the tribes kept on playing a significant role in the formation and destruction of

these empires.

The Arab migration to Iraq was almost parallel to the formation of an Arab
state. The tribesmen initially did not feel the restriction and bondage of the
centralized authority. Instead they felt themselves as part of this growing state
power and considered them to be the ruling authorities however when gradually
they realized that their status is promptly changing from the ruling class to the
ruled, they rebelled. Due to their tribal characteristics, they were unable to accept
any centralized control over their lives. This shift from the ruling to the ruled was
severely painful for them. They resisted strongly and to some extent were
successful initially to exert their influence and to make their importance being

acknowledged.
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On the other hand, the state was equally keen to exert and to increase its
influence over the Iraqi tribesmen and to treat them as citizens instead of the
ruling elite. The state gradually attained this task and eliminated all anti-state
elements. The state employed force in response to the migrant’s symbolical and
ideological battle. The migrants were divided into several sub-groups and many of
them had their clashes with the government. They organized several revolts
against the state and the three most important groups who revolted were ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya, khawarij and shi’a. The most powerful group was the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya
who was completely routed by force after the revolt of Ibn al-Ash‘ath and did not
appear again. Some of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya developed their differences with ‘Al
and made a different group. They were named as khawarij. They kept on revolting
against the authorities till the end of the Umayyad regime. The shi’a (followers of
‘Al1) formed another group. It was comprised of some ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and some
late settlers. This group organized many revolts on large scale however their
power was also minimized and by the end of the Umayyad regime the shi’a of al-
Kifa and al-Basra were totally dispirited. All of the three groups overlap each
other. It is possible that some of the migrants are ahi-;:I-Qédisz)ya and shi’a at the
same time or ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and khawarij at the same time, however shi’a and

khawarij hold different ideologies thus cannot be merged into one group.

Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were mainly interested in attaining some economic and
political benefits, thus the slogan they used was to secure their fay and other
benefits of conquests from the ruling authorities. They further wanted a share in
the political authority as well and wanted the governors to be employed on their

choice. Their strategy was not an outward and open revolt; instead they exerted
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pressure on the state through different means. The state at {i.st adopted several
lenient tactics to deal with the migrants, with off and on use of force and off and
on use of bestowing some political or economic benefits on them. When ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya realized that the state has ultimately controlled all of the economic and
political benefits, they revolted openly. In consequence, they were routed and

were completely subdued.

On the other hand, shi’a and khawarij clearly employed ideological and
symbolic ideas and kept on their struggle against the Umayyad on the basis of this
belief. These groups were more strict opponents of the regime and had organized
more revolts. Thus the state was aléo strict towards both of these groups and

except for a few occasions, it employed force to deal with them.

4.1 Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and the State

Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya formed a group of elite comprising of the people who
had fought the battle of Qadisiyya. The composition of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya has
already been discussed in detail' which includes the northern and the southern
Arabs, both ridda and non-ridda fighters. Although the people and the land of Iraq
were not distributed amongst the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya yet they were given huge
salaries and a share in the fay land.2 A few of the =arlier settlers though did not
participate in Qadlisiyya attained a status at par with ahl-ul-Qadisiyya, for instance

the conquerors of Ahwaz were also awarded with the same benefits and salaries as

'For detail, see chapter 2

*See details in chapter S.
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the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were granted.” Thus the term ahl-ul-Qadisiyya will be used
for elite comprising of initial settlers and earlier migrants who took part in
Qadisiyya and a few other earlier conquests of the east and their status was
equated by equal salaries. Due to the presence of later migrants, ahl-ul-Qadisiyya
gradually turned into a strong minority. This elite played an essential role in the
future polity of Iraq, and held all important positions of tribal chieftainship and
military or political leadership. In order to assert their special status and to
safeguard their interests from the government and the later migrants, the ahl-ul-

Qadisiyya tried to control the economic and political benefits of the conquests.

A few of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya later also split into khawarij and shi'a yet it
did not damage their superior and reputable identity. The mainstream ah/-ul-
Qadisiyya kept on playing their role in the polity of Iraq. Thus they turned against
the khawarij and helped the government in eliminating them. By that way, ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya not only thrived, but maintained their identity and pursued their

financial interests against the latecomers, government and slaves/mawall.

A few of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya undertook a task to create a separate identity
of qurra’ but the endeavor was failed. The distinctiveness of qz.zrr&’ could not last
long and was gradually again merged into the usual ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. Being an
ambiguous term, it has been defined diversely and has been interpreted as Quran

readers by some scholars’. Nonetheless Shaban disagrees with the conventional

Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2540.

*Gibb has referred to them as “the religious party”. H. A. R. Gibb, “An Interpretation of
Islamic History”, Studies on the Civilization of Islam (London: Beacon Press, 1962), 7-8; Hodgson
also believes that there were several Quran-reciters amongst the khawdrij thus he must be talking
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version and believes that gqurré’ were the earlier converts of minor tribes who had
favored the Muslim government in ridda wars.” It might be probable as a few of
the leading qurrd’ like ‘Ammar bin Yasir, Qays bin Sa‘d of Angér, and ‘Abdullah
bin Biiday!® were earlier converts, yet belonged to Makkah and Madina in some
form, ‘Ammar bin Yasir although belonged to ‘Ans of Yaman but used to live in
Makkah.” Likewise Qays bin Sa‘d was an Ansir of Madina and Biiday! belonged
to Khuzi‘a of Makkah. His father Badayl bin Warqa al-Khuza‘T was a friend and
well-wisher of the Prophet (PBUH). Biidayl bin Warga had a home at Makkah
while his tribe lived in Tihdma. Khuza‘a had joined the Prophet (PBUH) at
Hudibiyya in which Biidayl acted as the delegate of the Prophet (PBUH) towards
the Quraysh convincing them to arrange peace. Resultantly the peace of
Hudibiyya was arranged.® Thus it can be assumed that gurrd’ were probably the
carlier converts belonging to tribes other than Quraysh who might have

participated in the earlier battles. Conversely, some of the other very prominent

about gurrd” whom he belicves to be the Quran-reciters. Hodgson, The Venture of Istam, vol. 2,
215.

SShaban has argued that there was a distinction between the ridda and the non-ridda
soldiers of Qddisiyya. He has termed the non-ridda tribesmen as qurrd’. Shaban, /slamic History:
A D. 610-750 (4.H.132), 50.

SAmmar bin Yasir, Qays bin Sa‘d of Ansér, and*Abdulla bin Biidayl led the qurra’ of
Kufa in the battle of Siffin while Mus*r bin FidakT al-TamImT led the qurrd ' of al-Bagra. Ziyad bin
al- Nadr Harith? was also fighting in the contingent of gurrd ", Tabari, Tarikh, vol. |, 3283-4, 3289.

"Ibn Sa‘d, Tabagds, vol. 6, 14,

Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 1608,1614, 1655; Abdultah bin Budayl was probably Abdullzh
bin Budayl bin Warga who belonged to AdT bin ‘Amir of Mudar who participated in the conquest
of Makkah, battle of Hunayn and Tabik. But whatever his real lineage was, it is clear that he was
an cartier convert. Tabari, vol. 1, 2319,
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qurrd’ leaders like al-Ashtar Nakh‘ai,” Ziyad bin al-Nadr HarithT'®, Mas‘r bin
Fidaki al-Tamimi'' and Zaid bin Hasayn al-Tay’i were not very well-known
earlier converts. This creates a controversy in the earlier assumed argument and
hence another supposition can be constructed assuming that the word gurrd’

perhaps represents the Quran readers and pious people, no matter they were earlier

converts or not.

Yet, there is another very convincing rationalization of qurra’ which must
not be overlooked. Jan Retso who somehow agrees with Shaban further adds that
the word qurrd’ was used in the times of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) for the people
of the villages which he believes to be the villages of Hijaz. In addition, he argues
that some of the people of Yaman claiming to have a close relationship with
‘ariba Arabs (people of villages) were also labeled as gurra’. Resto concludes that
all of the qurra’ were people of villages mainly coming from Hijaz."” The
argument is not only logical but also well-documented, thus appears to provide a
better elucidation of gurrda’. But on the other hand, if the role of gurr@’ in al-Kiifa
and al-Basra is observed, it looks a little difficult to relate this interpretation as

gurra’ included men from Ansar, and tribes like Tamim, ‘Abdil Qays and Nakh‘a

*Al-Ashtar belonged to Nakh‘a of Madhhij. He joined the army of Khalid and had fought
the batile of Yarmik. He was later sent to Iraq along with the rest of the army of Khalid by *Umar.
Al-Dhehabl, Tarikh-ul-Islam, vol. 3, 593,

19Ziyid bin al-Nadr Harithi was probably the son of Nadr bin al-Harith who was a famous
leader of Quraysh belonging to *Abd Manif bin ‘Abd Dar and was a strict opponent of the Prophet
(PBUH), Baladhuri, Ansab-ui-Ashrdf, vol. 1, 158-9,

""Mas<r bin FidakT al-Tamimi was the son of Fideki bin Abid. He belonged to Zaid Manat
bin Tamim and fought a battle with the uribe of Sa‘d in pre-Islamic times. lbn Hazm, Jumbara
Ansab-ul-'Arab, 217. He or his father was also not mentioned as earlier converts.

Jan Retso, The Arabs in Antiquity: Their History jrom the Assyrians to the Umayyads
(NewYork: Routledge, 2003), 48-51,
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belonging both to Yaman and Hijaz. What seems strange is that how the people of
so much different lineage belonging to different areas suddenly decided to have a
common identity? Moreover how later on they claimed to have religious authority
as many of them have been clearly mentioned as pious and religious men in the

sources.

A few of the other citations of qurra’ can help which clearly represent
them as religious men. The word has been used frequently in the reign of ‘Uthman
during the governorship of Sa‘id bin al-‘As. According to the words chosen by
Kifi, the ashraf of al-Kifa and their qurra’ went to see the governor.!’ Later,
Sa‘id wrote a letter to ‘Uthman in which he complained about the attitude of al-
Ashtar Nakh‘aT and a group of people along with him who assume that they are
qurrd’ but in fact they are stupid. “wa maa‘ho qaima yaza'mina anahum-ul-
qurra’ wa hum Al-safah@”"* providing an impression that qurra’ were probably a
group of those who had read Quran or learnt some other teachings of religion. The
impression is further strengthened by another report of Kiiff stating the details of a
letter written to ‘Uthman by the qurra’ and the nobles of al-I{ifa complaining
about his dealings and warning him to correct himself.'® ‘Uthman was incidentally
told by the messenger that the letter has been written by the sulaa of ahl-ul-Kiifa,
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their qurra’ and ahl-ul-Din wa fadal.””. A further noteworthy information is of the

two of the companions of al-Ashtar, Aswad bin Yazid and ‘Alqama bin Qays who

3 Kafi, Futih, vol.1, 381,

"Ibid., vol.1, 384.
BIbid., 389.

"%Ibid., vol.1, 391.
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were referred to by Magqrizi as Quran readers and those who excelled in the
knowledge of Quran. Both of them were relatives and belonged to the tribe of
Nakh‘a to which al-Ashtar belonged.'” Hence the word was frequently used to
refer to the Quran-readers and those people who were very pious and religious or

at least they consider them to be.

Yet, the matter remains unresolved. If gurra’ was the religious party, how
some of the very late converts belonging to largely nomadic background claimed
to be qurra’. Morony provides a remarkable answer to this problem. Mainly
talking about the khawarij who had emerged from an alliance of “dissident
elements and Quran readers”,'® he probably providec a clue to this query. Thus it
is likely that the qurra’ would have mainly derived their identity from the ‘people
of the villages’ but due to the support of some religious men amongst them tried
to manipulate religious symbols to exert more pressure on the authorities. This

interpretation also gives explanation of the variety of groups represented as

qurra’.

Whatever the real identity of qurra’ was, the matter of the fact is that the
effort to create a separate identity of qurra’ was not long-lasting. In the battle of
Siffin, qurra’ were fighting under their own commanders from al-Kiifa and al-
Basra which confers an idea that they were politically mobilized group.
Nonetheless after the battle of Siffin, this group identity of qurra’ was shattered.

Many of the prominent qurra’ leaders remained loyal to Ali, for instance Al-

" Maqrizi, Imtéa‘-ul-Asma’, vol. 4, 305; 1bn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 138-9.

'® Morony, Irag after the Muslim Conquest, 468-9,
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Ashtar Nakh‘ai, Qays bin Sa‘d, and Ziyad bin al-Nadr HarithT while Zaid bin
Hasayn al-Tay’T and Mas‘r bin Fidaki al-TamimT turned against Ali and became
khawarij."”” Hence it can be concluded that there was no well-structured group of

qurra’ and they kept on differing with each other.

Qurra’ were again referred to in the battle of ‘Abdul Rehman bin al-
Ash’ath against the khawarij. He had a group of qurra’ who fought under the
leadership of Abii-al-Ahwas, the companion of ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘tid.?° Abi-al-
Ahwas was famous for his religiosity.”' Thus by then probably the qurra’ had
largely been recognized as the religious group. Qurra’ appeared again in the
revolt of ‘Abdul Rehman bin al-Ash’ath and fought along with ‘Abdul Rehman
against the authorities. The important qurra’ leaders were Abii-ul-Bakhtari, Sa‘id
bin Jabir, Sha‘bi®2 who were again famous for their religious knowledge and piety.
Still they were led by Jabala bin Zahr al-Ja‘fi> who is not as famous as the rest of
the three leaders mentioned above for their religious knowledge. This again
provides space for taking up the earlier argument that qurra’ was not only the
religious group; the identity had originally begun from probably ‘the people of the

villages’.

' Shaban believed that the non-ridda tribesmen were later called as Qurra’ and they were
later turned into khawarij. Shaban, Islamic History: A. D. 610-750 (A.H.132), 89.

20 Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 876.
Ybn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol. 6, 200-1.
2bid., 361-2, 279-293,

BTabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 1086-8.
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Thus qurra’ showed their presence in the later period as well nonetheless
they played less significant role in politics as compared to ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. Ahl-
ul-Qadisiyya gradually emerged as the strongest elite. Their separate identity and
group feeling emerged due to the collision of their financial and political interests.
There seems to be no difference in the salaries and other financial benefits of the
ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. According to a report cited by Baladhuri, all ahl-ul-Qadisiyya

either got two thousand or at least fifteen hundred dirhams as ata.2*

Those who
decided to separate them from the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and tried to create new

identities always remained at a loss.

On attaining such huge victories like Qadisiyya, Mada’in and Jalila, the
ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were joyous as well as jealous of their spoils. They felt these
victories to be their personal triumphs and thus wanted the state to be under their
control. Their first interaction was with caliph ‘Umar who acknowledged their
services and declared the veterans of Qadisiyya as “Ras-ul-A.rab”.25 Although he
was a strict ruler but he was much concerned about the public opinion of ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya. He kept on removing and changing his governors for al-Kiifa and al-
Basra frequently on complaints and requests of the migrants.”® This attitude
enhanced the confidence of the ahl-ul-Qddisiyya and they felt their strength in the
power structure. Another reason of this attitude was probably the weakness of the

empire to deal with different Arab tribes. The Arab state had recently seen the

Baladhuri, Futih, 439.
*1bn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol. 6, 3.

%<Umar removed Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqag, ‘Ammadr bin Yasir and Abii Miisa al-Ash‘arf
from the governorship of al-Kiifa. Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2676-2680; Mughira bin Shu‘ba was
removed from the governorship of al-Basra. Tabarf, Tarikh, vol.1, 2529.
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trauma of ridda wars and had restored their authority through a long tiring
process. Thus caliph ‘Umar was in no position to annoy the pcwerful Arab tribes

instead he wanted their energies to be used against the non-Arabs.

This lenient attitude of ‘Umar on the other hand created problems for
‘Uthman who thought that the time is apt to exert and enforce the authority of the
state. Initially he listened to the complaints of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya, but
gradually he realized that in order to have a smooth running of the administrative
affairs, he must gain some authority over the subjects. This was a daring attempt
and was not approved by some of the independent minded ahl-ul-Qadisiyya.
There was a group of earlier migrants including Malik al-Ashtar, Aswad bin
Yazid Nakh‘ai, Sa‘sa‘a?® and some others who were against the dominancy of
Quraysh. The ahl-ul-Qadisiyya after the deposal of Walid bin ‘Ugba were not
even happy with the appointment of Sa‘id bin al-‘As. They demanded from
‘Uthman for his deposal, however when the request was not complied, they
adopted some forceful methods. Some of the very eager ahl-ul-Qadisiyya began a
movement against ‘Uthman, Initially these people were removed from al-Kiifa to
Syria and Jazira as exiles. They though managed to come back and began their
movement against ‘Uthman by spreading messages against him and finally

forcefully stopping the governor Sa‘id bin al-‘As from entering al-Kiifa; in his

?7 Abii Miisa al-Ash‘arT was deposed from al-Bagra on the complaints of the Basrans. This
was not a hard decision for ‘Uthman as he appointed his own young cousin ‘Abdulla bin *Amir bin
Kurayz to Basra. Similarly the Kufans forced him to depose Walid bin ‘Uqba.lIbid., 2828-2840-
2850.

#Sa‘sa'a bin Sohan was the important leader of ‘Abdiil Qays, which is a tribe of Rabi‘a.
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place they appointed Abdl Miisa al-Ash*ari.? ‘Uthman had to give his approval.
Yet, ahl-ul-Qadisiyya felt threatened by ‘Uthmdn. In order to demonstrate a power

show, they gathered at Madina and murdered the caliph.

The ahl-ul-Qadisivya setiled at al-Ktfa were probably lesser than five
thousand (Kufans when settled at al-Kiifa were twenty thousand along with their
families).> If some of the other earlier migrants are added up, still they would not
be more than eight thousand. In the period of ‘Uthman, only the fighting army had
increased to forty thousand® out of which ahl-ul-Oadisiyya represented a small
minority. A small number of army varying from five hundred to one thousand
rebelled against ‘Uthmén and went to fight against him from al-Kiifa. A similar
number has been reported from al-Basra.’? Although none of the leading members
of Qadisiyya went physically to fight against ‘Uthmin, yet it can be assumed that
the people who moved were the all-ul-Oadisivya or their descendents® The
reason was that the later migrants had yet not developed a strong identity and
interests. Furthermore the positions of leadership were cxclusiyely held by ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya due to their superior financial and political position. A few of the

leading akl-ul-Qadisivya had bitterly turned against *Uthman. The most prominent

*Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2930-1.
YBaladhurt, Furith 276.

Mabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2805,

21bid., 2954-5; K0fi, Futizh, vol. 1, 397.

“The prominent people who went from Kufa against ‘Uthman were Zatd bin Sohan,
Ashtar, Ziyad bin al- Nadr Harithi, *Abdulla bin al-Asim and ‘Umro bin al-Asim, From Basra,
Hakim bin Habla Abdr, Zarh bin Abad Al-Abdiyan, Bashr bin Sharfh al-QaysT and Harqds bin
Zahir joined this revolt. Tabar, vol. 1, 2954-5; Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh-ul-fsian, vol. 3, 438 and Ibn
Athtr, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 79-80; Apert from Ashtar and Harqus, none of them ever remained very
prominent but they must have participated in earlier battles bui probably not in leadership role.
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of them was Qa‘qa‘ bin ‘Umri.** Morecover Ashtar was one of the ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya who believed that ‘Uthman was minimizing their privileges and he

probably would have been followed by ahl-ul-Qéadisiyya who held this opinion.

The argument can be further strengthened by the fact that some of the
leading ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were satisfied with the replacement of ‘Uthman by Ali.
Many of them including, Ashtar, Jarir bin ‘Abdullah, Ash‘t bin Qays and Qa‘qa‘
bin ‘Umrii ** turned out to be the loyal supporters of Ali. After the murder of
‘Uthman, the ahl-ul-Qadisiypa were successful in fulfilling their demands of
having leader of their choice. They chose Ali who was against the policies of
‘Uthman, thus it was expected by the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya that Ali will safeguard
their interests. ‘Alf, on the other hand had to face multiple challenges and was
suppose to satisfy people of divergent interests.*® He had the drawback to oppose
the policy of the state control which became a dilemma for his own governance.
His power being relying on public opinion was reduced.”’ He took several
decisions under the pressure of this public opinion which ultimately became the

reason of his failure.

The career of ‘Alf began with a very painful civil war between the leading

members of the Quraysh. Probably the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya was not expecting this as

34Tabarl, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2935-6.

¥Qa‘qa‘ bin ‘Umril was a famous leader of Qadisiyya and belonged to Tamim. Al-
Dhahabi, Tarikh-ul-Islam, vol. 3, 662.

%5Shaban believes that *AIT was supported by three diverse groups; Ansar, ridda tribesmen
and non-ridda tribesmen, Shaban, Islamic History: A. D. 610-750 (A.H.132), 7T1-2.

For instance Ahnaf bin Qays reminded ‘Alf once that he must keep friendly relations
towards Tamim of al-Basra as he would require their services. Tabari, vol. 1, 3218-9
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they had only supported Ali in order to secure and enhance their economic
interests. Now they seem unwilling to support ‘Alf for the civil war. The Kufan
governor Abfi Miisa al-Ash‘ari, who was the choice of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya was the
most reluctant to join ‘AlT against ‘ Ayi’sha, Talha and Zubayr.*® ‘Alf had to send
3-4 deputations for convincing the Kufans to support him.* Finally when he sent
Hasan for campaigning, he convinced the people. Majority of them joined ‘Al on
the plea that they had given oath of allegiance to ‘Alf and they must obey him.*°

Yet there was no ideological drift towards him as was developed in the later days.

The clear victory in the battle of Jamal left a positive impact on all
followers of ‘Alf including ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and they felt vigorous and energetic
to fight another battle, now with the Syrians. Ali had distributed seven hundred
thousand amongst his followers after the success of Jamal and promised them
similar kinds of financial benefits if they would get victory cver Syria.*' There
was an ample chance for gathering rich spoils in the case ot{victory against the
Syrians. The most significant aspect of the victory will be the share in the rule of a
powerful empire. Being the followers of ‘Alf, the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya had more

prospects to attain governorships and other important political designations.*? The

**Tabari, vol. 1, 3167-72.

*Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 226-30.
“Tabari, vol. 1, 3172-4.

“'Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 259.

“Crone argues that Afi had deliberately enhanced the importance of men like Ibn al-
Ash’ath to strengthen him. Crone, Slaves, 77.
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group of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya which was interested in securing their financial benefits

remained loyal to ‘Alf. A huge army was prepared to fight against the Syrians.*

After a long war, the energies of ahl-ul-Qddisiyya were exhausted again
confusing them about their decision to support ‘All. They turned towards Abi
Miisa al-Ash‘arf who had warned them about the consequences of this war.
Leading ahl-ul-Qadisiyya Ash‘t bin Qays along with Mas‘r bin FidakT al-Tamimf,
and Zaid bin Hasayn al-Tay’1 forced ‘Ali to accept arbitration and appointed Abi
Miisa al-Ash‘arT as an arbitrator from the side of Iraqis withE)ut the consent of
‘AIL.* In the meanwhile a split came amongst the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and a few of
them turned khawarij. This however did not damage the mainstream ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya who were happy to fight khawarij. Probably in their view it would
provide them a chance to reduce the number of competitors for power and
prestige. The Basrans were conversely not very enthusiastic and only three
thousand two hundred came to join him out of sixty thousand to fight against

khawarij.*®

After fighting a battle with the khawarij, ahl-ul-Qadisiyya seems unwilling
to fight any further battle on behalf of ‘Ali. As soon as ‘Al decided to have some
rest before moving to Syria, all the soldiers left their camp and moved towards al-
Kafa to their homes.*® Yet ‘Ali was in no position to take any action and

overlooked this act of his soldiers. He also moved to al-Kiifa and postponed the

“*Tabari, 7arikh, vol. 1, 3256-7.
“1bid., 3330.
“Ibid., 3372.

“Ibid., 3386.
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plan to attack Syria.*’ Likewise after a few days he called them to follow him
towards Egypt to fight the forces of Mu‘awiya but no one responded to his call.
The registered number of Kufan soldiers at that time was sixty three thousand and
besides there were soldiers from other cities as well like al-Basra and al-
Mada’in.”® The enthusiasm of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya to support ‘Al was cooled down
partly by the lack of decision on the part of ‘Alf and gradual loss of his control
over the empire and partly by the decision of ‘AlT to prefer Ansar and Hashmites
for governorships. Although some of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were rewarded with the
governorships® but the important positions mainly remained with Ansar and

Hashmites.>

Furthermore ahl-ul-Qadisiyya had understood that the power of Mu‘awiya
is growing. One of the very notable leaders of Qadisiyya Jarir bin ‘Abdullah al-
Bajall was not patient enough to see the ultimate decline of ‘AlT and joined
Mu‘awiya before he formally assumed power.>' This changing opinion of ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya was probably the reason for the smooth transfer of rule from Hasan to
Mu‘awiya. The Kufans had given their oath of allegiance to Hasan but they were

not willing to fight on his side. Hasan seems to be more aware of his limitation

“bid.
“Ibid., 3372.

“Jarir was appointed as governor of Hamadan and Ash‘t bin Qays as governor of
Azarbijan before Siffin. Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 276.

Al nominated Ibn ‘Abbas as governor of al-Basra and Qays bin Sa‘d of Ansdr as
governor of Egypt. Later he sent Muhammad bin Abi Bakr, the son of caliph Abii Bakr as
governor of Egypt. Tabari,, vol. 1, 3230, 3233-5.

'bid., 3256.
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than his father thus he decided 10 make a pact with Mu‘awiya.”? The majority of
the Iraqgis were already not willing to fight any more civil wars and the transition
was a smooth one. Mu‘dwiya entered al-Kiifa and was welcomed, only Qays bin
Sa‘d and some of his companions resisted but when they were granted safety of
their wealth and lives, they also agreed to accept the caliphate of Mu‘awiya.”
Leading ahl-ul-Qadisiyya like *AdT bin Hatim® Shabt bin Rab‘7,** and Ma‘qil bin
Qays*® heavily supported the regime. The staunch supporters of ‘Alf and leading

nobles including $a*sa bin Sohan,” also supported the governors of Mu'‘awiya.

Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were proceeding cautiously by generally accepting the
ascendency of every new ruler and providing him their full support. As soon as

they grasped that the governor/ruler is no more effective, they silently left him to

2Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2,2,

STbn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 408-9; Tabarl, Tarikh, vol. 2, 7-8; Later on, some of the
prominent supporters of * Al were retained on their tribal chieftaincy. Ma‘qil bin Qays al-Riyahf
and §a‘a bin Sohln of *Abdil! Qays are its example, Tabari, Taritk, vol. 2,33,

*4AdT bin Hatim was a chief of the tribe of Tay' and the son of EHitim Tay’, the famous
legendary generous character of the Arab history. *Adf bin Hitim had participated jn battle against
Iraq. He was fighting under Khilid. He fought the battle of al-Mazar and participated in Al-
Qadisiyya too. Tabarl, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2022, 2027, 2221. He supported Ali after he settled at Iraq.
Ton Hajr, Tahdib-ul-Tahdib, vol. 7, 166,

%3Shabt bin Rab‘l belonged to Riyah bin Yarba* of Tamim, bn Hazm, Jumhara, 228-9.
He was the son of Rab'T bin ‘Amir and led the forces of Hangzala of Tamim in the forces of Ubd
Ubald. He was a leader of a unit of army at Siffin and was fighting in favour of *‘AN. Later he
wmed a kAdrifT but then renounced that ideology. In the period of Mu*awiya, he supported the
regime, but then wrote letters to Husayn. He changed his loyaltics from Husayn to Ubaydalla when
the former ptunged into a crisis. He then supported the governor of Ibn Zubayr but on the defeat of
the governor of lbn Zubayr by Mukhidr, Sabth give his oath of allegiance to al-Mukhtir out of
compulsion. Later he revolted against al-Mukhtar too. His career truly represents the course of
action adopted by the majority of the ahi-ul-Qddisivyya. Tabari, Tdrikh, vol. 1, 2188-9, 3265, 3349,
3380; TabarT, Tartkh, vol. 2, 330, 513, 535, 629, 633.

”Ma‘qil bin Qays belonged to Riyah bin Yarbi* of Tamim, Ma‘*qil bin Qays was the
conqueror of Tastar thus might have participated in Qadisiyya too. Ibn Hazm, Jumhara, 228-9;
Ma'qil bin Qays al-Riyahi was the leader over TamTm in al-Kifa. Tabart, Tarikh, vol, 2, 33.

*'3a*sa bin Sohdn was the leader of *Abdil Qays during the period of Mu‘dwiya. He had
before supported *Alf. Ibid., 33.
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support the next person in power. They were initially contented with the caliphate
of Mu‘awiya. The administration of Iraq was running smoothly under the
governorship of Mughira®® and ‘Amir bin Kurayz.” Both of them respected tribal
traditions and were not willing to assert forceful authority of the state. It was
reported about Amir that crime rate was increasing in al-Basra in his period. This
happened due to his compassionate outlook as he never punished any person due
to respect for his particular tribe.* During the governorship of Mughira in al-
Kuofa, the khawarij had again emerged. Consequently the gévemor called the
leading nobles (mainly the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya) and requested them to help the
government in dealing with these rebels. Ma‘qil bin Qays was sent to fight against

the khawarij.*'

However things changed rapidly with the assuming of the power of Ziyad.
The governorship of Ziyad was a landmark shift when the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya
recognized that they have lost their superior position as conquerors of the land.
The state gradually emerged as a tool of exerting force and ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were
reduced to the status of the common citizens. Ziyad made fourths of the Kiifans
and and fifths of Basrans for administrative purposes.5 This enhanced the control

of the state. Unlike the previous governors, Ziyad was very harsh towards the

5 Mughira bin Shu*ba belonged to Thaqif and was an earlier convert. He was also one of
the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. He played an important role in the politics of early Muslim history, He died
in the year 50 AH. Ibn Athir, a/-Kamil, vol. 3, 461.

*They were appointed governors of al-Kiifa and al-Bagra respectively. Ibid., 413, 416.
 Ibid., 440-1; Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 67-8.
$"Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 37.

“>Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2495.
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people of Iraq particularly showing his rage towards the sh7’'a, he managed to
punish them through different ways®. Despite of all these hardships, the ahl-ul-
Qdadisiyya tried to keep good relations with Ziyad. In this process, they might not
have realized but they had tumed compliant and subservient towards the authority
of the state, Yet they disliked it from their heart and it seems that if ever they will

get a chance, they will act against the existing regime.

This chance was provided to them by the death of Mu‘awiya. The people
like Shabt bin Rab*T, Hajjar bin Abjar® and Yezid bin al-Harith®® wrote letters to
Husayn though they were the first to desert him once they saw the situation going
in favor of ‘Ubaydalta bin Ziyad.*® The resoluteness of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya to
cooperate with the authorities can be seen from the fact that the descendent of the
commander of the army of Qddisiyya, ‘Umar bin Sa‘d bin AbT Waqqls was

leading the forces against Husayn.%’

The ahl-ul-Qadisiyya gave their whole hearted support to their new and

powerful governor as long as their stipends were secure and their profit from the

“Tabarl, Tarkh, vol. 2, 111-144; For the case of Hujr bin “Adi, an important tribal chief
of Kinda who was accused of keeping pro-Alid feelings and was consequently was sent to
Mu*wiya for execution see Ibn AthTr, al-Kdmil, vol, 3, 472-88.

“He belonged to *Ijl of Bakr bin WX'il and had given testimony against Hujr bin ‘Adf.
Tabarl, Tarikh, vol. 2, 113. There is mention of Abjdr in the army of Khatlid, Tabar, 7arikh, vol. 1,
2033This Abjar must be the father of Hajjir bin Abjir. Khilid Yahya Blarkinship believes him to
be Abjar bin Jablr bin Bujayr al-‘ljli, most probably the father of Hajjar bin Abjar. Tabarl, The
History of al- Tabarl: The Challenge to the Empires, tr Khilid Yahya Blankinship, vol. XI
{Albany: State University of New York Press, 1993) n, 145, 23.

“*Yazid bin al-Harith betonged to Shaybn of Bakr bin Wa'il, He became a governor of
Al-Ray and al-Madg’in for Ibn Zubayr, He fought against Mukhtar. TabarT, Tarikh, vol. 2, 614;
Also see Crone, Slaves, 119.

““TabarT, Tarikh, vol. 2, 330.

“bid., 334.
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lands of fay was coming. However once more they found an opportunity to shift
their loyalties from the existing regime to someone new and more promising.
After the death of caliph Yazid I, the situation had become uncertain, due to which
‘Ubaydalla bin Ziyad had become a weakling and was forced to leave Iraq
secretly.® Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya now turned towards Ibn Zubayr. Any realistic person
would have done so. The events were turning in his favor. He had got control of
Hijaz and Iraq both. On the other hand, in Syria, the caliph had died and there was

no suitable candidate for caliphate.

Leading ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and their descendents supported Ibn al-Muti and
Mu‘sab bin Zubayr, the governors of Ibn Zubayr for al-Kiifa and al-Basra
respectively. It seemed that events will tum in the favor of Ibn-Zubayr but
something totally unexpected happened. The son of the hero of Jisr, Mukhtar bin
Abia Ubayd al-Thaqaﬁ69 appeared and realized the importance. of using slogans for
political purposes. He raised the slogan of “revenge of Huseyn” and began to
influence the general public of al-Kiifa. The veterans of Qadisiyya and their
descendents being too pragmatic did not respond to this call. The only exception
was the son of Ashtar Nakh‘ai who supported Mukhtar.”® Another thing which
was the most alarming for the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya was the slogan of giving equal
rights to slaves and mawali. Furthermore this program of providing equal rights

was much appreciated by the later migrants who were sharing lesser benefits.

*Ibid., 435.

%Abii Ubayd was chosen by Caliph ‘Umar to lead the Arab forces towards Persia. This
army fought the battle of Jisr. See note ?

K afY, Futiih, vol. 3, 253.
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Thus ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were alerted and fully supported the governor of Ibn
Zubayr who had told them that he is only in al-Kiifa to levy taxes from the
conquered lands and to distribute the rest amongst the Kufans and had assured

them that he cannot take away or distribute their money without their approval.”

Ibn al-MutT and some of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya gathered the people and
instigating them to fight; they warned them of the danger of sharing their spoils
with slaves and mawali.”? It seems on the other hand that the number of the
supporters of al-Mukhtar mainly the late comers and the slaves and mawali was
more than the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya who had already been divided into several sub-
groups. Mukhtar was successful and the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya gave him oath of

allegiance out of compulsion.”

Despite of the fact that ahl-ul-Qadisiyya, supported Mukhtar for a brief
period; they were actually not satisfied with the policies of Mukhtar. His program
to apply equality to all of the Kufans was a constant threat for the ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya. Furthermore Mukhtar was not only supporting the slaves and mawali,
in fact his real support was rooted amongst the Arabs, the later migrants. The
people who joined Mukhtar belonged to the late settlers as his policy to give equal
treatment to all probably was also offering great advantage to the late settlers who
were enjoying lesser privileges than the original settlers. Apart from ‘Abdullah bin

Harith, the brother of al-Ashtar; all other men appointed by Mukhtar as governors

"\Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 603.
1bid., 627.

7 Shabth bin Rabi, ‘Abdiil Rehman bin Sa‘id bin Qays Al-Hamdzni and Muhammad bin
Ash‘t bin Qays gave him oath of allegiance. Ibid., 652.
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were less renowned.” It can be assumed that they represented the later migrants
and thus the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya automatically supported the governor of Ibn Zubayr
to safeguard their privileged position both from the later migrants as well as from

slaves and mawalr.

Leading ahl-ul-Qadisiyya Muhammad bin Ash‘t bin Qays, Shabt bin Rab‘T
and the son of Jarir bin ‘Abdullah™ decided to fight against Mukhtar with a
smaller force. Result was obvious, they were badly defeated. On defeat, they fled
towards al-Basra and took the help of Mu‘sab. On this, so;ne of the ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya who had remained with Mukhtar, also left him and joined the Basrans.
For Instance ‘Abdul Rehman bin Sa‘id bin Qays al-Hamadan?® was made

governor of Miisal by Mukhtar but he later joined the forces of Mu‘sab.”’

Ultimately Basrans had come for the help of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and a fierce
battle was fought. In this battle, some of the leading descendents of the notables of
Qadisiyya like Muhammad bin Ash‘t bin Qays’® and ‘Abdul .Rehmz“m bin Sa‘id

bin Qays al-HamadanT were killed.” They forced Mu‘sab to take revenge from the

MIbid., 634-5.

"His name was Bishr bin Jarir b. ‘Abdulla. Ibid., 652.

76 Abdul Rehman bin Sa‘id bin Qays al-Hamadani was a chief of Hamadan. His father
Sa‘ld bin Qays al- Hamadini fought the battle of Nihdwand and was a leader over one wing of
army. Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2619.

""Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 643, 740.

"Muhammad bin Ash‘t bin Qays was the son of Ash‘t bin Qays.

79Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 741.
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prisoners of war and seven thousand of the late comers, slaves and mawalr were

killed.® It had made the position of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya strone=r in the garrisons.

The rule of Ibn Zubayr could not remain intact for a longer period. In Syria
‘Abdil Malik had assumed power who was a resolute and determined caliph. He
gradually took action against all of the anti-Umayyad forces. He decided to attack
al-Bagra but before he wrote letters to some of the leadings Basrans, among whom
there were people like Hajjar bin Abjar, and Muhammad bin ‘Abdul Rehman bin
Sa‘id bin Qays Al-Hamdani.®' Once again the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya adopted a very
cautious procedure. They responded positively on the letter of ‘Abdil Malik
without letting Mu‘sab knew this. The ahl-ul-Qadisiyya of al-Kiifa had also
realized the power of ‘Abdiil Malik and did not come out for the help of Mu‘sab.*?
The late migrants were on the other hand extremely unhappy with Mu‘sab due to
the large killings he made in al-Kiifa. Mu‘sab was left alone and the victory was

certain for ‘Abduil Malik, keeping the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya again on the safe side.

In the midst of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya, the family of al-Ashtar Nakh‘ai
showed some different characteristics. Al-Ashtar once when had given oath of
allegiance to Ali remained loyal to him till his death. He was one of the very few
persons who accepted all decisions of Ali including the decision to not to accept
arbitration with the Syrians. After his death his son Ibrahim bin al-Ashtar

supported Mukhtar and fought on his side.® After the death of Mukhtar, he had to

*rbid., 745.
*bid., 804.
2[hid.,, 804.

BXufi, Futiih, , vol. 3, 253.
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choose between ‘Abduil Malik and Mu‘sab, and he settled on to give his oath of
allegiance to Mu‘sab.* Despite of having any ideological association with
Mu‘sab, he remained loyal to him and showed him the letter written by ‘Abdul

Malik, when all other ahl-ul-Qadisiyya had decided to support ‘Abdiil Malik.*

Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya welcomed ‘Abdiil Malik in al-Kiifa.*® Yet their desires to
attain governorships and positions of eminence were not fulfilled. ‘Abdiil Malik
had promised to many of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya the governorships in return to their
support which he did not fulfill. The leading ahl-ul-Qadisiyya ;vho had supported
him could not get any manifest benefit.¥” After a brief reign of the governorship of
Bishr bin Marwan, ‘Abdiil Malik apprehending the gravity of the situation at Iraq,
made up his mind to send Hajjaj bin Yisaf*® which finally vanquished all hopes of
ahl-ul-Qadisiyya to attain power and control. In fact their/ previous role to
manipulate the position of the governor of Iraq according to their own choice was

also gone. The policies of Hajjaj were the harshest for the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya.

The most noteworthy policy which was disliked by the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya
was the strictness which Hajjaj showed towards military expeditions.” The
present generation of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya as well as the rest of Iragis was not

interested to fight against the khawarij. They had no ideological conviction for

%Tabari, Tartkh, vol. 2, 742,
Bbid., 805-6.

*Ibid., 814-5.

YIbid., 817.

See chapter 3, note 75.

% Hajjaj forced the armies to fight. Kaff, Futith, vol. 4, 13,
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fighting these men. Besides they had become lethargic and were not interested in
military activity any more. They were only willing to withdrav their stipends as
descendents of the conquerors without putting them on military rolls. Probably a
generation of urban life has slightly changed their characteristics. Furthermore, in
earlier expeditions, people were given option to join military expedition and they
used to go according to their own willingness, still being on the military pay rolls.
Hajjaj changed this method and ordered the officials to select four thousand men

from the military rolls and ordered them to depart for an expedition.”

This attitude of Hajjaj was strongly detested by the akl-ul-Qadisiyya and
also by some of the late comers. The ahl-ul-Qadisiyya had asserted their
importance and had maintained their dignity since the migration occurred. Now,
they were in most awkward position. On the other hand, khawdrij had created
problems and had reached to al-Kiifa. At this Hajjaj sent several expeditions
against them which were failed. One of them was sent under the leadership of
‘Abdul Rehman bin Muhammad bin al-Ash’ath.”’ ‘Abdul Rehman bin
Muhammad bin al-Ash’ath was the grandson of Ash‘t bin Qays, the famous chief
of Kinda.”? The family of Ash‘t bin Qays played a very important role in the
polity of Iraq. Hajjaj ordered him to select six thousand men and advance towards
the khawarij. ‘Abdul Rehman pursued the khawarij but when they fled and

entered Miisal, he decided to come back.”®> Miisal was the territory of al-Bagra and

%0 Tabari, Tarfkh, vol. 2, 902-3.
9'Ibid., 930; Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 4, 501.
*Baladhuri, Ansab-ul-Ashraf, vol. 7, 303.

$Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 930-1.
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‘Abdul Rehman being a Kufan did not find it binding upon him to help Basrans.
In his view, the Al-Basra ns must defend their territory themselves. ‘Abdul
Rehman and other descendants of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya had never considered
themselves as paid army of the state. They had always fought for securing their
own territory and their financial benefits. Now Hajjij adopte a different policy
and ordered ‘Abdul Rehman to pursue the khawarij wherever they go. Hajjaj
reminded ‘Abdul Rehman that he is not an independent general and “the authority

is that of the commander of the Faithful and the troops are his troops”.”*

This strategy was a milestone shift for the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya who had been
treating the lands they had conquered as their fay and had only fought the
khawarij to protect their lands. ‘Abdul Rehman unwillingly accepted the decision
of Hajjaj and set out for Miisal. Hajjaj on the other hand did not fully trust him
and handed the command over to ‘Uthman bin Qatan, a loyalist to the Umayyad

family. ‘Abdul Rehman fled back and hid himself in al-Kiifa afier defeat.”

At last when Hajjaj found the armies of Iraq disinterested in fighting
against the khawarij, he threatened them with the warning of snatching away their
spoils and granting it to someone else.”® This intimidation was taken seriously by
the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and led them finally to make their decision to revolt. It was
though not ‘Abdul Rehman from the descendents of the aki-ul-Qadisiyya who

decided to revolt first against Hajjaj. It was instead Matarrif bin Mughira bin

9"[bid., 930-1; For quotation, Tabari, The History of al-Tahari: The Marwanid
Restoration, tr., Everett K. Rowson, vol. XXIL(Albany: State University of New York Press,
1989), 83.

*Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 932-9.

%Ibid., 942.
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Shu‘ba, the son of Mughira.”” He was appointed the governor of al-Mada’in by
Hajjaj, and got interested in making an alliance with the khowarij. Particularly
attracted by the manifesto of khawarij which was against the confiscation of their
spoils and autocratic nature of the government, he wanted to make an alliance
with them in order to fight the existing regime, but refrained as the question of
leadership was not settled between him and the khawarij.”® Fe revolted openly
against Hajjdj and presented a manifesto offering to make a council from among
the Muslims who will decide the matter of caliphate.”® He had overestimated his

power. Hajjaj had sent an army against him and his revolt was easily crushed.'®

The anger and disappointment of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya was not over. They
finally revolted under the leadership of the most famous of the descendents of ahi-
ul-Qadisiyya, ‘Abdul Rehman bin Muhammad bin al-Ash‘ath.'” He was followed

and supported by one of the descendents of Shabt bin Rabi'®

a{ld many others of
the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. Their moves were very careful and tactical. Ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya had never revolted openly as they never wanted to close all other
options. They had usually accepted the authority of anyone who became powerful

and surrendered their freedom when it was required to safeguard their economic

interests. But the revolt of Ibn al-Ash‘ath was an open and complete revolt in

’For Mughira see note, 58.

% Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 983-5.

*Ibid., 993.

'®1bid., 994-1003.

'%!See details of this revolt. Kafi, Futiih, vol. 4, 84-110.

1%2Gee note no, 55.
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which there was no chance of retreat. There can be two important reasons for the
ahl-ul-Qadisiyya to adopt this attitude. First, the earlier generation of ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya had passed away and the new generation was not politically as tactical
as the earlier generation was. They felt confidence in their abilities, thus they tried
once and for all to attain leadership in their own hands. Second and the most
important was the authoritarian attitude of Hajjaj and his policies of sending
forceful expeditions along with his reliance on the Syrian army and to take away

all positions of power from the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya.

Even after that, the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were open to any kinds of treaties or
peace agreements and they were good at that. During the battle, Ibn al-Ash‘ath
was offered a deal from ‘Abdiill Malik, according to which he was promised
governorship of any city of Iraq he chooses, along with the benefit of the
replacement of Hajjij and bestowing of stipends on Iraqis in the same manner as
the Syrians are given stipends.'® Ibn al-Ash‘ath being the descendant of one of
the very pragmatic and tactical leaders, decided to accept these conditions but his
followers refused to accept it.'"™ The number of his followers was very high which
gives an impression that many of the later migrants had also joined him. These
people were not as flexible as the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya was. Besides this deal was
beneficial only for Ibn al-Ash‘ath but if they attain victory, many of the ahl-ul-

Qadisiyya hoped positions of eminence and governorships.

' Tabari, TarTkh, vol. 2, 1073.

1%1bid.,1074-5.
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Unfortunate for the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya that Ibn al-Ash‘ath and his followers
had lost this battle.'® This was a complete defeat for ahl-u!-Qadisiyya and a
complete victory of the Umayyad regime against the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya.'® Hajjaj
had called the Syrian army to fight the Iraqis and after the defeat of Iraqis, Syrian
army was settled permanently at Iraq to replace the Iraqi army.'o7 Ibn al-Ash‘ath
had revolted in 80 AH and was killed in 85 AH. All benefits of Iraqis were lost,
their energies were broken down and they were completely &emilitarized. Hajjaj
killed all the survivors of the party of Ibn al-Ash¢ath.'”® The ahl-ul-Qadisiyya had
been dispersed and was not given any positions of power any longer subsequently
they could not gather money, men or any other kind of support for rebelling
against the authorities. Iraq turned out to be a comparatively peaceful region after

the crushing of this revolt for almost fifteen years uptill the year [01AH.

In 101 AH, the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya made another abortive effort, but not
under the leadership of any of the descendants of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya, instead they
tried to revolt along with Yazid bin Muhallab, previously a loyal Umayyad
govemor.'°9 The father of Yazid, Muhallab bin AbT Safra had settled at al-Basra
and was a reliable adherent of Mu‘awiya. He held up his support for Ibn Zubayr
after Mu‘awiya and fought many battles against the khawarij. Yazid bin Muhallab

was also working as a steadfast worker of Umayyad but Hajjaj dismissed him due

1%1bn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 4, 383-4.

'%Hodgson also believes that the failure of the revolt of Ibn al-Ash’ath Iraqi Arabs were
reduced almost to the status of subject population, Hodgson, The Venture of Islam, vol. 2, 245.

19Crone, Slaves, 111, 115.
198 K af1, Futih, vol. 4, 115-119.

'%He belonged to Azd.
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to some suspicion.''® He was put in jail by caliph Walrd I, but he sought help from
caliph Sulyman who awarded him with governorship of Iraq during his time.'"
After the death of catiph Sulyman, he was imprisoned by caliph “Umar bin *Abdul
Aziz. On managing to escape from the prison, and losing all hopes to retain his

position in the reign of caliph Yazid I1, he revolted.'?

Ahl-ul-Qadisivyya were initially not very mobilized by the urgings of
Mubhallab but when he distributed huge amount of money and people hoped for
financial benefits, they supported him.'"> The program of Muhallab was also
attractive for the ahl-ul-Qdadisiyya which carries the demand of sending the Syrian
army back. It also demanded that no authoritarian ruler would be appointed as

" Thus the remnants of akl-ul-Qddisiyya who themselves

govemor over [raq.
have become weak provided him with their full support. Peopls like Na‘man bin
Ibrahim bin al-Ashtar, Malik bin IbrhTm bin al-Ashtar, Muhammad bin Ishaq bin
Muhammad bin al-Ash‘ath, and ‘Uthmin bin Ishaq bin Mﬁl_mmmad bin al-
Ash‘ath supported him.'" This revolt was also suppressed by the Umayyad

through the help of the Syrian army.''®

"OK BfY, Futih, vol, 4, 154.
"'bid., 187,

"bid,, 241.2.

" Tabar, TarTkh, vol. 2, 1382,
U1bid., 1398.

'"Ibid., 1397; As is obvious from their names, all of them were the descendents of Ashtar
Makh‘ai and Ash*t bin Qays.

"é1bid,, vol. 2, 1402.
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Thus ahl-ul-Qadisiyya, or the earlier migrants formed a separate group
enjoying certain privileges and benefits. They enjoyed positions of power and
authority and remained as the elite of the garrisons for a very long time. The
position of later migrants always remained subservient. During the revolt of
Mukhtar, the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and the later migrants confronted each other as
opponents. Many of the later migrants were Kkilled after the success of ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya and were subdued. Yet during the period of Hajjﬁj,.the interests of ahl-
ul-Qadisiyya and the later migrants converged as Hajjaj was cppressive towards
all. Thus the later migrants joined Ibn al-Ash‘ath in a large number. By that time,
ahl-ul-Qadisiyya had maintained their special position and privileges as ashraf” of
al-Kiifa and al-Basra but after the defeat of Ibn al-Ash‘ath, they lost their special
privileges. Their role as leaders of their people was terminated. The failure of the
revolt of Ibn al-Ash‘ath was the period of the downfall of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya.
Though they took part in the revolt of Yazid bin Muhallab but they participated as
followers, not as leaders. The Umayyad rulers were successful in completely
subduing the independent and rebellious attitude of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. They were
never able to muster their energies again and could not initiate any movement
against the authorities nor were they in a position to dictate their terms to the

authorities any longer.
4.2 Khawarij and the State

Khawarij was a group of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya who parted from the

mainstream and differed with ahl-ul-Qadisiyva over their gradual and strategic



193

policies. Khawarij''’ were not patient enough to wait and sec the events, instead
they were in favor of direct confrontation with the authoritics. Many of them had
gone out to oppose the policies of ‘Uthmiin. Harqlis bin Zahir was the most
famous who went out in revolt against ‘Uthman,"’® After the murder of ‘Uthman,
they chose the most cooperative person amongst the Quraysh. But in a very short
time, they realized their mistake. When the rest of ahl nl-Qadisiyya were
contented and satisfied with smaller positions of powef »nd authority, the
khawarij were looking for more bigger targets. Instead of choosing someone from
Quraysh and ensuring that he will take care of their interests, they decided to take
the leadership into their own hands. They had tried Ali but several civil wars made
them understood that ‘Alf was following his own agenda. His rule thus was not

according to their wishes.

As soon as ‘Alf decided to fight civil wars, khawdrij felt that any of the
Qurayshi leaders will not serve their interests. Hence they took advantage of the
ceasefire at the battle of Siffin and decided to appoint their own Amir-ui-
Miminian'"® This group included many of the ah!-uI-Q&d;‘ssyya for instance
‘Abdullah bin al Kuwa al-Yashkari,'”® Harqfis bin Zahir, ‘Abciullah bin al-Wahb

al-Rasibi'*' and Mas‘r bin Fidaki al-TamimT. They developed a religious ideology

"""See a detailed discussion in Morony, Jrag Afier the Muslim Conquess, 468-78.
""®Tabart, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2955,

"Ibn Athir believes that later khawdrif like Mustawrid bin Ullifa was also named as
Amir-ul-Miimingin. Tbn AthTr, al-Kamii, vol, 3, 425,

"% Abdulla bin al Kuwa al-Yashker] has tumed khawdrij but later changed his opinion
end supported Mu*awiya. TabasT, Tarikh, vol. 2, 67-8.

*“1*Abdulla bin al-Wahb al-RasibT belonged o Azd and had partICIpaled in the conquests
of Qadisiyya. 1bn Hajr, /s@ba, vol. 3, 95.
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in order to promote their interests; the most important doctrine of this ideology
was the belief that any one amongst the Muslims could become the caliph which
was earlier considered as the exclusive right of the Quraysh. According to this

doctrine, they were able to appoint an Amir-ul-Miminiin from amongst them.'22

Some of these khawarij were ex-qurra’. As it has already been explained
that qurra’ was a people from the villages of Hijaz combined with the religious
group who used to recite Quran and perform other rituals of religion. For instance
‘Abdullah bin al-Wahb al-Rasibi was famous as an extremely religious person
who later turned into khawarij.'* Such people helped to develop a religious

ideology and thus the khawarij used to argue on the basis of Quranic doctrines. '**

The biggest mistake which these Khawarij made was to overestimate their
power. Initially four thousand Khawarij gathered at nehr-ul-Marwan. A few of
them apprehended their lesser number and departed from the group leaving it to
only two thousand and eight hundred.'”® The khawarij fought with this smaller
number and were badly defeated. Yet this defeat could not stop them from

pursuing their demands. They revolted openly against Mu‘awiya and did not

22 See details debates on the Khawarij in Hamid Dabashi, Authority in Islam: From the
Rise of Muhammad to the Establishment of the Umayyads (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction,
1989); Also see Elie Adib Salem, Political Theory and Institutions of the Khawarij (Maryland:
John Hopkins Press, 1956).

'ZIbn Hajr, Isdba, vol. 3, 95.

'See a detailed doctrinal discussion between a member of ‘Alf and famous khawarij.
Kifi, Futih, , vol. 2, 261-5.

1%5Tabari, Tarikh , vol.1, 3380.
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accept his caliphate. They attacked Mu‘awiya during his stay at al-Kiifa but the

Kufans retaliated and protected Mu‘awiya.'?

Along with their main political doctrine, certain extremist practices were
associated with them. For instance the sources relate that they killed a companion
of the Prophet (PBUH) and slit the belly of a pregnant woman. They were also
reported to kill several other women.'?” This was a strange attitude and could not
be reconciled with their religious approach. Their religious Iideology was also
confused and they argued recklessly with ‘AlT who was an earlier convert. This
doctrine of considering all as pagans except for those who had accepted their
doctrine was created in order to assert their dominancy and fear. Khawarij wanted
to attain leadership by forcing all to accept their political and religious ideology.
Probably they felt that only through this way, they will be able to create their

leadership.

In 42 AH, rest of the Khawirij gathered again under the leadership of
Mustawarid bin Ullifah. They kept on moving from one place of Sawad to
another. Their tactic was not to be engaged in heavy warfare; instead they wanted
to run away from the Kufan forces.'? Moreover, considering themselves as the
conquerors of Sawad, they wanted to collect the tribute from different areas of

Sawad by themselves. The Umayyad governor was concerned about this revolt.

'*5Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 10; Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 409-10.

'27Tabaﬁ, Tarikh, vol. 1, 3374-5; See a historiographical discussion on the combination of
violence and piety in khawdrij and how the sources of Muslim history have depicted them.
Thomas Sizgorich, Violence and Belief in Late Antiquity: Militamt Devotion in Christianity and
Islam (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009), 196-230.

"bn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 426-35.
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He decided to send the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya to curb this revolt. A big army of al-Ktifa
under the leadership of Ma‘qil bin Qays was sent against the khawarij. The ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya and shi’a both hated them for their own reasons. SAT a disliked them for
their being disloyal to Ali and for the murder of Ali. The ahl-ul-Qadisiyya
considered them a hindrance in their smooth relationship with the government.
Moreover, destroying all of them will give them a chance to share their fay. A

fierce battle was fought and all of the khawarij were killed except for one.'”

Later on in the governorship of ‘Ubaydalla bin Ziyad, who feared the
revolt of some khawarij, and thus killed all the khawarij in prison except for
one.”® This one was Bilal bin Mirdas. He was also a very religious person and
prayed a lot. He revolted against ‘Ubaydalla bin Ziyad with forty men but was
defeated and killed by Ibn Ziyad. Ibn Ziyad also killed all other suspected of this
belief.”! Thus the original adherents of this belief were almost completely

annihilated and could not be found again.

The khawarij who appeared in the period of ‘Abdiil Malik were actually
rebels of the state.”*? They could never have emerged from the remnants of the
earlier khawarij as almost all of them were killed. Moreover this new group was

very numerous. Only the Azriga who fought at al-Basra were ten thousand in

1bid., 434-6.
13Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 186-7.
B1bid., 514.

"?Several jurists believed that there was no difference between khawarij and rebel
(bhagi). All the rebels of the state were usually called as khawarij. See Khaled Abu El Fadl,
Rebellion and Violence in Islamic Law (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), 248-9.
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number.'* Moreover, the later khawari had not emerged from [raq alone, instead
they belonged to different areas of the empire and kept on moving from one place
to another. A group of them decided to stay in al-Bagra. This new group had
however taken some views of the early khawdrij and jdealized their approach.
Still their views, ideology and interests are somehow different from the original
khawdrij. As they had borrowed the religious ideology of krawdarij to forward
their political interests, they could not unite their folloviers on a single
interpretation of this religious ideology. The Basran group of the later Ehawdrij
thus was divided into three groups, Azriqa, Ibadis and Sufriyyah; each defining its

own interpretation of khawarij religious ideology."™

The Azrigas who later on fought with the Basrans believed that it was
legal for them to take away the property, life and wealth of the polytheists and
they considered all who have not accepted their doctrines as pclytheists.'** Thus
they legitimatized their activity of plundering the property, lifc and wealth of the
Muslim population as well as the non-Muslim. They had adopted the idea of raids
practiced in pre-lslamic Arabia and in the period of Prophet (PBUH) too. It gives
an impression that the rebellion was not all about wealth, money and power;
perhaps the Arabs were idealizing the old Arab values of indeﬁendence in which

the tribes used to raid each other for gaining wealth and power, '

Tabari, Tarikh, vol, 2, 591.

1bid., 519-20; KGR, Fursh, vol. 4, 41-47.
Mibid., 519-20.

EWatt also believes that khawdrij mainly belonged to nomadic tribes and were longing

for their free and independent lives. Montgommery Watt, Jslamic Philosop'y and Theology (New
Jersy: The State University, 1962), 4; For more views on khmedrif see Hussam S. Timani, “The
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These khawdrij were probably the late settlers as they were not happy with
their status and with the existing regime. The ahl-ul-Qadisiyya of al-Bagra decided
to act against them in order to secure their territory and taxes from them. The
larger number of these later khawdrij threatened the al-Basra ns and they took the
matter seriously. The Bagran ashrdf” (mainly the ahil-ul-Qddisiyya) were eager to
eliminate these khawarij so far so that they agreed to surrendcr the land and its
revenue for three years to Muhallab on the condition that he will fight the

khawari.?

By then the Umayyad government was not much concerned about the
threat of khawdrif and they were considered the responsibiity of the Traqis
themselves. The governor of Iraq and his selected army was usually enough as
well as eager to fight with any rebels like khawdarij. Azriqa had revolted in the

period of the control of Ibn Zubayr over Iraq.

In the year 68 AH, those of the Azriga who had survivedlcame back to the
Iraqi territory. They commenced a raid at al-Mada'in, killing ‘;sevcral men and
women. Once again they were reported to be merciless towa';ds the weak and
unarmed.'*® They also plundered the revenues of different distrists.”™ The severity

of their doctrine can be seen from the fact that it a}]owed them to kill women as

Khawdrij in Modern Islamic Historiography”, PhD Dissertation (Los Argefas: University of
California, 2002).

"Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 590-1; Muhallab was already fighting against khawdrif before
the governorship of Hajjaj, Hajjaj confirmed Mubhallab for this expedition. Tubari, Tarikh, vol. 2,
580-91. Kofi, Futiih, vol. 4, 12; Ibn AthTr, al-Kamil, vol. 4, 365-7.

1 Tabari, Tarfkh, vol. 2, 756-7.

"1bid., 764.
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well. There was the practice of enslaving women in pre-Islamic Arabia as well as
in Islam. But killing women was an extremist a¢t which showed their rebellious
attitude. They were not only the rebels of the state but had also made an attack on
the life and property of the Iraqis. They can be more likely cdmpared to the band
of robbers of medieval times who keep on wandering from one place to another
and were present in almost all medieval societies. The cptﬁmon people were
always fearful of them as they used to plunder and kill the;n. One of the most
important reason for seeking robbery as their lifestyle was their _hatred towards the
rules and regulation formulated by state. Thus it can be Sa‘id for the Azriga that
they were fed up of the rules and regulations formed by the state. They declared
themselves as free of these limitations, never adopted any appeasing attitude

towards rulers and felt happy with this independent life.

The Kufan governor had proceeded against the Azriga who had attacked at
al-Kiifa and al-Mada’in them but they had left the territory of _al-Kﬁfa . Later on,
when they came back, Muhallab was sent to fight them. They fought for eight
months without any conclusive result.!*® The fighting temporarily discontinued at
the death of Mu‘sab and the control of Iraq by ‘Abdil Mﬁli’k.‘ ‘Abdul Malik took
special interest in curbing the revolts of khawarij. He ordered his governor to
reappoint Muhallab to fight the khawarij. Muhallab defeated them but could not

completely annihilate them."! In the year 73 AH, the Azrigites were defeated. Six

"1bid., 761-5.

M1bid., 825-9.
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thousand of them were put to death and eight hundred were made captives. In the

year 77, the Azriqites were completely destroyed.Mz

Another important revolt which is famous with the name of khawarij was
that of Sufriyyah. People from Tamim and Shayban were more dominant in this
revolt. Their methodology was more or less similar to the Azrigites however their
views were somewhat moderate. They refrained from killing women. Yet, they

3 This was a more orgarized and devoted

plunder people and killed males.
movement. Azrigites and Sufriyyah both expressed the feelings of discontent with

the existing structure of the state.

Sufriyyah had declared $Salih as their Amir-ul-Miminin."** After his death
Shabib'*’ replaced him. Shabib had defeated the Kufan army for several times.
Shabib also govern those people from whom he took Jizya and was concerned
about them. Shabib used to cut off land revenue and plunder the people of
different regions.]46 In one of such raids, when his men were killing the tribe of
Taym bin Shayban, they accepted their doctrine and joined them.'”” One of the
reasons for rapid successes of the Sufriyyah against the Kufan army was the living

style of these men. Shabib belonged to Miirra bin Hammam. Although born in one

"21bid., 1003-1020.
"1bid., 894-5.
"1bid., 886.

***Shabib had remained a legendary character due to his brilliant military strategies. He
was successful in creating an awe and fear amongst the Kufans for a very long period. His death
by drowning in the river also created many stories including the assumption that it was not
possible for any human being to kill Shabib.

“STabari, Tartkh, vol. 2, 901, 907, 933-4.

""1bid., 895-6.
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of the garrisons, Shabib was often taken by his father to the desert to his people.'*®
He must have learnt the ﬁardships of desert and fighting from there. On the other
hand, the Kufans had become settled people. They were not able to fight against
the pure Bedouins, Finally Hajjaj had to call the Syrian army against Shabib

which finally defeated him."*®

After curbing these two revolts, there was no significant Khawdrif revolt
and the authorities were relaxed. There was however a small uprising in the year
100 AH during the caliphate of ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil Aziz."”® He was a person from
RabT'a who revolted. Caliph ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul Aziz had a dialogue with him.
‘Umar was lenient towards them and was probably considering their idea to
modify the method of the selection of the caliph.”®' However the dialogue ended
without any result due to the death of *Umar bin ‘Abdél Aziz. This rebel group

was easily subdued in the period of Yazid IL'*

Thus khawarij was not comprised of a single group. Many rebels of the
state had adopted the ideology of krawarif and had modified it according to their
requirements. Khawdrij were openly rebellious and were not ready to surrender

their claims on petty financial benefits, The Initial revolts of xhawarij were very

" 1bid., 977,
“*1bid., 954, 959972,
%1bid., 1348.

' Jonsthan Berkey acknowledges the individuality of the political ideology of the
krawdrij and believes that khawdri} gave “impetus to the emergence of a self-conscious Islamic
identity”, Jonathan P. Berkey, The Formation of Jslam: Religion and Socicty in the Near East,
600-1800 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 86.

13 Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 1348-50.
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disorganized and ill-planned, but the later groups were much organized and more
numerous in number. They offered stiff resistance to the government;
consequently all of their revolts were finally crushed. On the other hand, the
khawarij were never successful in gathering public support. The migrants of Iraq

generally dislike the doctrines and tactics of khawarij.

4.3 Shr’an-i-Ali and the State

Another important group of the migrants which created problems for the
state was the shT’an-i-‘Ali. They were the ideologically motivated people, who
unlike khawarij had narrowed down the concept of caliphate to the house of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH). The love for ‘Alf and his‘ descendents had become a
deliverance call for many. They accepted this call‘ in order to get relief from the

tyrant regime.

As, it has already been discussed, that the Iragis had no ideological
association with Ali in Iraq before his caliphate. Thus when he went to al-Kiifa to
gather army against ‘Ayi’sha, Talha and Zubayr, he was not received warmly. On
repeated calls and insistence, some of them gathered for his he!n. Yet, they helped
Ali on their conditions and kept on disobeying him. There were few who had
developed some affinity towards ‘Alf and they remained loyal to him. For instance
Hujr bin ‘AdT kept on praising ‘Alf during the reign of Mu‘awiya.'*® The earlier

governor of Mu‘awiya, Mughira bin Shuba overlooked this attitude. Mughira

'[bn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 472-88.
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probably considered this attitude as harmless for the state as Hujr was not
supported by many Iraqis. Moreover, he was not planning any revolt against the
authorities, thus was ignored. Ziyad came with a different pclicy. In his view, it
was important for each member of the state to show his respect and concern
towards the regime. Furthermore, he probably was threatened by the prospects of
any future revolt led by Hujr. He convinced Mu‘awiya to adopt a strict attitude
towards Hujr and his followers and consequently they were executed by the

caliph.'®*

This action of the state increased the hatred of the regime in the eyes of
those who already had some soft corner for ‘All. Some of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya
had written letters to Husayn and called him to assume power after the death of
Mu‘awiya.'>® When Husayn sent his deputy to al-Kiifa, he was given secret oath
by many of the Kufans.'®® The response of the state towards this menace was
simple and drastic. They adopted extremely hard policy towards this emerging
group. The governor threatened the migrants of the loss of their wealth and all
other economic benefits, if they were found invoived in any rebellious activities.
Moreover for some of the very zealous supporters, the state adopted force. Thus
‘Ubaydalla ordered the torturous execution of some of the supporters of
Husayn."’ Rest deserted him when they were threatened with the taking away of

their spoils and other financial benefits.

1*Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 111-144.
35K afi, Futiih, vol, 3, 31-4.
61bid., 40.

"Ibid., 64-8.
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Hence it seems that shf’'a belief had not developed by ‘hen as an ideology
whose adherents could fight for their cause.'®® State was successful in dealing
with shi’a threat very easily. The state utilized the services of the supporters of
Husayn and sent those who had written letters to Husayn to fight against him.'®
These were mainly the ahl-ul-Qdadisiyya and the leaders of the tribes. The
governor controlled the rest of the tribesmen through this strategy. The caravan of
Husayn was not more than a few hundreds and as he was .not supported by the

migrants, the revolt was very easily crushed.'®

The murder of Husayn and his family created a very significant and long-
lasting impact on the development of the shi’a ideology. After three years of the
murder of Husayn, some of the zealous shi’a began to realize the consequences of
their mistake by not following Husayn and began a movement with the name of
tawabin. It was in fact the time when ‘Ubaydalla bin Ziyad had left Iraq and it was
governed by comparatively weak governors appointed by ‘Abdullah bin Zubayr.
The movement was led by Sulyman bin Surad al-Khuzi‘1, Al-Miisayab bin Najaba
al-Fazari, ‘Abdullah bin Sa‘d bin Nufayl al-Azdi, ‘Abdullab bin Wal al-Taymi
and Rifa bin Shaddad al-Bajali. Letters were written for support to the Shi'a of al-
Mad#’in and al-Basra.'®' They were able to gather more support because of the
death of Yazid and fleeing of ‘Ubaydalla bin Ziyad, conversely in the meanwhile

Mukhtar entered al-Kiifa. Mukhtar broke away some members of the tawabin over

""8See a discussion on the doctrinal foundation of shi‘a ideology in Hamid Dabashi,
Shiism: A Religion of Protest (Cambridge: Harward University Press, 2011, 2-9.

19Tabart, Tarikh, vol. 2, 334.
'%0Gee details of the incident of Husayn, Ibid., 227-390.

1611bid., 504-5.
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to him.'® ‘Abdullah bin Yazid al-Ansari was the governor of al-Kiifa when
tawabin began their movement. He advised the tawabin to fight against the
Syrians instead of fighting him. They accepted this idea and made their
preparations public.'® As soon as the leaders of the tawabin decided to set out,
only four thousand people joined out although sixteen thousar have given them
the oath of allegiance.'® It seems that many of them were take + back by Mukhtar.
The tawabmn still decided to fight against the Syrians and a battle was fought at

Ain-ul-Wardah. The tawabin were completely defeated by the Syrian army.'®®

The shi'a ideology was strengthened during the movement of tawabin,
The tawabin during their journey visited the tomb of Husayn, prayed there and
wept over there. There were some who even made circles around the tomb in the
similar manner as the Muslims made circles around the Ka‘ba.'® The tawabin
thus showed an emotional attachment towards the family of ‘AIL'S” They were
offered by the govemor *Abdullah bin Yazid to make a joint venture against the
Syrians. Similar offer was made to them by Zufafr, the governor of Qarqissiya.

Yet they refused to accept their help. One of the reasons was that they were not

Y2 [bid., 509.
'3 Ibid., 513.
'bid., 538.
Y5 Ibid., 563-8.
"“Ibid., 547.

*’Mahmoud believes that *AIl had an emotional following in Iraq even in the earlier
period and he considers al-Ashtar to be a representative of this ideology. Fe still agrees that very
few of his followers agreed with the policies and idealism of *All, Mahmoud, The Crisis of Muslim
History, 85,
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willing to make any further delays and second they wanted to return the leadership

to the descendents of Ali, not to Ibn-Zubayr.l68

Mukhtar was waiting to see the consequences of the revolt of Tawabin.
Mukhtar was an ambitious person and wanted to attain power and position by
manipulating the shi'a emotions towards the murder of Husayn. When the
tawabin were defeated badly and the rest of them fled back to al-Kiifa, he
welcomed them. He wrote a letter to them claiming that they were not victorious
actually because they were not following him and that he was in fact the real
leader who has been sent to take revenge of Husayn.'®® After that Mukhtar
continued his efforts to persuade the shi’a to him. Finally all of the leading shi’a
including the leaders of the rawabin movement acknowledged his leadership.'”
Mukhtar claimed that he was sent by Muhammad bin al-Haniffiya, one of the sons
of ‘All. Muhammad bin al-Haniffiya and others of the family had decided to live a
life of isolation but from the core of his heart, he wanted someone to help them

and to avenge the blood of Husayn.!”' This provided legitimacy to Mukhtar and he

1%Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 549-50, 553-4; Montgommery Watt interestingly finds out that
the greater number of Yamanites supported Ali and remained as Shf’an-i- ‘AIl while a larger
number of northern tribes turned to khawarij views. The most important reason that he has found
behind this ideological attachment is the pre-Islamic political structure of Yaman and North
Arabia. Yaman had experienced kingship and dynasties and northern Arabs were habitual of an
egalitarian political system, thus the Yamanites found Charisma in Ali and became his followers
while northerns believed all Arabs as equal and claimed that anyone can attain the position of
caliph. W. Montgomery Watt, The Formative Period of Islamic Thought, Cdinburgh, University
Press, 1973.

19Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 569-570.
1bid., 599.

'"'A few of the shi'a personally went to Muhammad bin al-Haniffiya to ask about the
legitimacy of Mukhtar. His answer proved supportive for Mukhtar as he believed that Allah has
the authority to support ahl-ul-bait from any of his creatures. Kifi, Futiih, vol. 3, 251-3.

iK]
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gathered the support of a large number of people in al-Kiifa. I{e revolted openly
against [bn-al-Muti, the governor of [bn-Zubayr for al-Kifa and was successful.'™
Mukhtar took oath of allegiance and became the independent ruler of al-Kiifa.
Immediately after attaining victory, he began to hunt down the people who were
involved in the murder of Husayn. But before he could do this, there came a
severe resistance to him by the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya under the leadership of Shabt bin
Rab‘t. Muhammad bin al-Ash‘ath and ‘Abdul Rehman bin Sa‘id bin Qays and
Shimr bin DhT al-Jawshan were some of the other prominent leaders who shared
this view. As some of them were involved in the murder of Husayn, (Shimr was
directly involved) thus they become conscious and were not willing to support
Mukhtar anymore.'™ They decided to instead fight against Mukhtdr in which they
were defeated. After the defeat Mukhtar killed many of them who were involved
in the murder of Husayn. In one place, he was reported to kill two forty eight men
only belonging to the tribe of Wadiah.'” Shimar was perused and was also
killed.'”” Moreover Mukhtar also killed ‘Umar bin Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqas who was

involved in the battle against Husayn.'”®

Mukhtar was later defeated by Mu‘sab bin Zubayr and thus ended a brief
shi’a rule over al-Kiifa. Mu‘sab and the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya had taken their revenge

and murdered a number of the followers of Mukhtar. Apart from being shi’a,

" Tabart, Tarikh, vol. 2, 614-632; Kifi, Futiih, vol. 3, 257-64.
"Ibid., Tarikh, vol. 2, 650.

"Ibid., 660.

SIbid., 663.

"Ibid., 673; KUfi, Futith, vol. 3, 271-2; Baladuri, Ansab-ul-Ashrif, vol, 6, 405-11.
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many of them were probably the later migrants. However, the rule of Mukhtar had
cooled down the emotions of shi’a as they had taken revenge from the leading
murderers of Husayn. This slogan of revenge for Husayn thus was no more valid.

The shi’a movement remained inactive for more than thirty years in Iraq.

In 100 AH, Muhammad bin ‘Alf bin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas began to renew
the shi’a movement. This time, it was purely aimed at getting power. He took the
support of twelve respectable people at al-Kiifa but none of them was the

descendant of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. This secret activity continued in Iraq. Many of

177 Missionaries

the mawali and less renowned people had joined this movement.
were sent to Khiirdsan from al-Kiifa.!”® However this group never chose Iraq as to
be their centre of activities. They have given more importance to Khiirdsan and

began their movement from there.

In 121 AH, a grandson of Husayn, Zayd bin ‘Alf revolted in al-Kiifa . This
was the time when ahl-ul-Qadisiyya had become very weak. The Syrians have
taken full control of Iraq. Zayd was also given support by the descendents of the
later migrants.'”” The quarters were still ruled by the descendents of some
prominent ahl-ul-Qddisiyya for instance Bajila was headed by Ibrahim bin
‘Abdullah bin Jarir al-Bajali'®® and Kinda was ruled by Al-Mundhir bin

Muhammad bin Al-Ash‘ath.'®! Zayd was also convinced to begin a revolt because

"""Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 1467.

"bid., 1501.

"Ibid., 1679.

'*0 Eor details of Ibrahim sce 1bn Sa‘d, Tabagat, vol. 6, 326.

" Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 1702.
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he was concerned about the oppressive rule of Umayyad and wanted to attain
leadership for him. The slogan that he used for attracting people was the unjust
and oppressive rule of the Umayyad.'®2 Only 218 people joined Zayd bin Ali
although forty thousand have given him the oath of allegiance. The people of al-
Kiifa were locked in the great Mosque but Zayd felt it was not a good excuse for
not joining him." Later on however the people joined him and he fought a
successful battle for two days. Unfortunate for him and his followers, at the end of
the second day, he was killed. The Syrian forces had no idea of his death. The
Kiifans again became weak due to the loss of leadership. Yayha the son of Zayd
tried to provide a leadership but had not continued the battle the third day. Instead
he fled to al-Nahrayn or probably to Khiirasan. Probably he took the wrong

decision to leave his position. Finally he was pursued and killed.

Thus shi’an-i- Al had constantly posed a threat to the Umayyad rule.
Although initially people had not developed any emotional attachment with Ali
but after the murder of Husayn, this affinity was created. Some of the sections of
migrants realized that Ali and his family had provided better governance than
Umayyad. Others were touched and shocked with the incident of the murder of
Husayn and thus provided their support to shi’a movements. Moreover it can also
be observed that apart from ‘Alf and Husayn, the ahl-ul-Qdadisiyya had never
supported the shi’a movements. The movement of tawabin was ill-planned and
was led by emotions, thus the tactical and politically wise ah! ul-Qadisiya did not

support it. Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya had deserted Husayn and when Mukhtar came to take

81bid., 1700,

®1bid., 1703.
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revenge, they were concerned about their safety thus they also could not support
him. Gradually the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya separated them from s/”’a ideology and the
shi’a movement in the later times was dominated by the later migrants and the
manumitted mawalr. It was Mukhtar who for the first time relied on the services
of later migrants and mawali but the movements of Muharrmad bin ‘Abdullah
bin ‘Abbas and Zayd bin ‘Alf also confirms that majority of the later shi'a were
consisted of later migrants or the mawali. After the death of Mukhtar, the shi’a
activity in Iraq remained ineffective for a very long time. Almost after fifty years,
the great grandson of Husayn made another effort to restore authority to the
family of Ali. The Umayyad government has always acted very harshly towards
the shi’a. Their attitude towards Husayn reveals the level of apprehension that
they had from the shi'a. Still, the Umayyad was always successful in
exterminating their most important enemy. In their stmggle against shr’a,
Umayyad were supported by ahl-ul-Qadisiyya, either by deserting shi‘a leaders

like ‘Al and Husayn or by openly fighting against Husayn, Mukhtar and Zayd.

Apart from the political leadership, the migrants were equally concerned
about their financial interests. Most of their moves were taken in order to secure
their economic benefits. Iraq was providing them with rich opportunities to
enhance their economic position. Migration had significantly changed their

economic status and they earned huge wealth from Iraq.
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Chapter 5

Change in the Economic Structure of the Migrants

Most of the tribes who had migrated to Iraq were previously nomadic or
semi-nomadic. They were living a life which was hardly fulfilling their basic
needs of food, shelter and water. Their economic status was certainly enhanced by
the conquest itself, however the permanent benefits of the conquest were
exclusively kept for the migrants alone. Migration transformed the economic
structure of the migrants. The armies who went back to Madina only had shared
the spoils of war but the armies who stayed at al-Kiifa, al-Basra, al-Mada’in and
different parts of Iraq retained their benefits in the form of regular salaries or fay

for a very longer duration.

A further financial benefit which the migrants gained was due to the fertile
land of Iraq and the bright opportunities it was providing to the migrant Arabs.
The garrisons had developed as urban centers thus there were ample chances of
the growth of trade and business in these centers. The Arabs tried many of the
urban-natured businesses at Iraq and earned huge amount of money out of these
businesses. A few of them were also involved in agriculture and took keen interest
in reshaping old canals and building new ones. They were :also very particular

about repairing the old dams and making the unusable land as fertile again.

The benefits of conquest and the result of their personal economic activity
gradually enhanced the financial status of the migrants which ultimately

transformed their social and political structure as well. Bcing the residents of
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urban centres; they had left several customs of the desert 'ife and considered
themselves to be the rich city-dwellers living in the very important garrison towns
of the new empire. Furthermore another significant transformation which this
economic activity and profits brought was the worry to retain this wealth for a
much longer time and the tussle between different claimants of this profit. The
earlier migrants remained very particular about securing th~ir spoils and other
economic benefits. This put them in a clash against the later migrants as well as

against the authorities.
5.1 Economic Gains Through Spoils

One of the most essential sources of revenue for the migrants was the
spoils of war from which their salaries and other benefits were drawn. The
migrants were very particular about their spoils and were not ready to withdraw or
share it with others. On the other hand, the governments were keen to have strict
control over the spoils of Iraq. Although there were certain other factors too, but
the economic factor played a vital role in determining the involvement of migrants

in different revolts and civil wars.

After the battle of Qadisiyya, Mada’'in, Jalila and Takrit, there was an
issue of the distribution of lands amongst the victors. According to the already
established rules, the whole of Sawad had become part of the spoils of war which
must be divided amongst the victor army apart from the fifth which must be
spared for the caliph. Nevertheless Caliph ‘Umar proposed a different
arrangement for the lands of the Sawad. Instead of distributing it amongst the

victor army, it was decided by ‘Umar to leave it to its original owners. He
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believed that its income will be divided amongst the soldiers of the Muslim army
as ata. Moreover he argued that if this land will be divided, no*hing will be left for
the next comers.! ‘Umar was thinking in the long terms. Ile never wanted to
restrict the benefits of conquests to a smaller group. Besides, I'is actions enhanced
the control of the state which was responsible for collecting the taxes and
distributing it amongst the soldiers. In later times, it was strictly the authority of
the governor to pay ata and other stipends. They kept on controlling the Kufan

population through this manipulation.

Yet some parts of this land were taken in direct control by the Arab state
and were distributed amongst the army. There was a land which was the property
of Kisra, his family and nobles which was abandoned. It was taken over by the
government and was considered as part of the spoils of war. So far there were a
few lands which were never divided into the Arab population; that was consisted
of jungles, ponds and rivers etc. Thus it can be Sa‘id that the lands of Sawad were

divided into three categories:

1. The abandoned land which was the property of Kisra, his family and
nobles. It was taken over by the government and was to be divided
amongst the victors of Qadisiyya.

2. Second, there was land consisted of jungles, marshes, ponds and rivers etc.
This was taken over by the Arab government and was never divided into

the Arabs.

! Baladhuri, Futith, 268.
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3. Third, there was land of the common Persians. The inhabitants of some of
this land had made treaties with the Arab army. Some of the areas were
taken by force. All of this land was part of spoils of war but it was decided
by ‘Umar to not to divide it amongst victors. Thus taxes were imposed on
those lands which were taken by the Arab state and salaries of the soldiers

were distributed from this category of land.?

The only land which was decided to be divided amongst the victors was
the abandoned lands of Kisra, his nobles and family. This land was later called as
fay which literally means the spoils of war. The Arabs were allowed by ‘Umar to
settle in the lands of Kisra which were declared as spoils of war and were to be
divided into the victorious army. The victorious army on the other hand decided
that they must not settle in those places as they were scattered in the whole of
Sawid but they appointed one of them as supervisor for those lands (probably to
cultivate those lands and to collect revenue). Arabs never settled there as after al-
Mada’in, they settled in al-Kiifa but ‘Umar was concerned about it and issued a
notification reminding the soldiers to take over their spoils aﬁd if anything would
go wrong, the government will not be responsible.” Thus, this abandoned land

came under the collective ‘trusteeship’ of the ‘ahl al-fay’. Shaban asserted that

z'I‘ab‘aﬁ. Tartkh, vol, 1, 2467-69; Balddhuri, on the other hand clrimed that vacated land
of Kisra was taken under the custody of the state. Balidhuri, Furith, 272.

3Ibid., 2469.
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this responsibility was entrusted to non-ridda soldiers of minor fribes who were

called as qurra"’

The abandoned lands or the fay of the migrants was pant of the spoils of
war, thus it was restricted only for the initial migrants and particularity for the ahl-
ul-Qadisivya but it was under the control of the governmert.® It can neither be
sold nor can the victors have any altemate plans for this lan. The control of the
government over the fay land also becomes visible when the caliphs granted lands
to different people out of this fay land. For instance, ‘Umnr had given land to
Talha, Jarir bin ‘Abdullah and Abd Miisa.’ Likewise ‘Uthm3n had granted lands
to different people. TabarT believes that this land was granted from the khams (one
fifth share of the govemment in the spoils) of the government.” The common land
of Sawad was decided not to be divided and the revenue had to be distributed
amongst the victor army in the form of ata after deducting the one fifth share of

the central government, certainly in the form of money not in land. Still the

“Shaban, Islamic History: A.D. 600-750 (A.H. 132), 50; See a detailed discussion on
qurrd’ in chapler 4,

$ BaladhurT claimed that vacated land of Kisra was taken under the custody of the state.
Bladhuri, Furith, 272; This traditions reveals that there was some kind of state control over the fay
land even in the initial period and the migrants were not completely free to deal with this land
according to their own choices, Tabarf however states that whenever the authorities wanted to
distribute the land, the majority of the Muslims refuse to divide it thus the abandoned land was not
divided. Tabari, Tarikh, vol.1, 2469,

“As far as Jarir is concemed, Bajila had decided to go to the Iragi front on the condition of
one fourth share in the spoils of Iraq. The tribes were reluctant to go 1o the Iragi front, thus Umar
agreed to this condition of Bajila. Later however *Umar probably give some land and money to
Jarir and BajTla renounced their claim of one fourth of land of Saw3d, Calddhurl, Furdh, 266-7;
Similarly in another case, Abil ‘Abdulla Nafa* was granted land by ‘tUmar. Nifa* pointed out a
land in Basra which was not khard/ land, and it was useless. He proposed a proper feasibility plan
for the usage of this land. He convinced the caliph that if he be granied this land, be will breed
horses there, His ideas were endorsed by the governor, Abu Misa and the land was finally granted
to Nafa*. Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2376; Baladhuri, Furith, 345.

T Tabari, Tarik#, vol. 1, 2376.
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government has got khams in the form of land from the first category which was
the abandoned lands of Kisra.? It seems more appropriate that the properties were
granted from this category of lands which was the sol¢ belonging of the
government. The account of Baladhuri endorsed this view thcugh he never talked
about khams; Instead he believes that all of the abandoned !and was under the
complete control of the government, and that ‘Uthman has given all grants of land

from the abandoned lands.’

The salaries or ata (annual stipends) of the migrants were given by the
third category of the land of Sawad which was not divided amongst the soldiers.
The taxes received from Sawdd went up to ten crore dirham in the reign of
‘Umar.'® The system of atd was introduced by ‘Umar and he decided to keep
significant difference between the atd of the earlier migrants and the late migrants.
Thus the amount of ata varies from two thousand to three hundred dinars.'' Apart
from the regular salaries, the migrants remain engaged in further conquests and

kept on gathering new spoils for them.

This arrangement gives an idea that there was a difference in the economic
status of the migrants. The difference prevailed in their annual ara and salaries.
Shaban makes a distinction between the ridda and the non-ridda tribesmen in Iraq

from amongst the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. He has termed the non-ridda tribesmen as

® Umar had ordered the Muslims to divide the 4 parts of the abandoned land amongst the
victrious army and to sent the fifth part to him as khams. 1bid., 2469.

*Baladhuri, Futiih, 273.
"°Ihid., 270.

"Ibid., 438.
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qurra’’? and has argued that there is a difference of status of qurra’ and rest of
ahl-ul-Qadisiyya.” In fact there seems no difference in the salaries of ridda and
non-ridda soldiers of Qadisiyya. According to a report cited by Baladhuri, all ahl-
ul-Qadisiyya either get two thousand or at least fifteen hundred dirhams as ara."
Another report of Tabarl reinstates this information. Tabari claimed that the
annual stipends of the soldiers of Iraq were differently distributed for ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya and latecomers. He believed that for forty three men, forty three women
and fifty children, of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya, one lac dirhams was allocated. For other
soldiers, one lac dirhams was allocated for every sixty men, sixty women and
forty children.'® Later the conquerors of Ahwaz were given same salaries as ahl-
ul-Qadisiyya were granted' yet the salaries of initial and later migrants were
never equated. Ahwaz was conquered in the period of ‘Umar and the larger
number of later migrants had poured in the garrisons in the later period of
‘Uthman and Ali. Moreover, the later migrants were even not entitled to any share
of the revenues coming from the fay land which was the collective property of

ahl-ul-Qadisiyya.

Tabari has narrated an incident which confirms that in the period of

‘Uthman, this difference of earlier and late settlers was hecoming apparent.

12 See a detailed discussion on qurra’ in chapter 4
"Shaban, Islamic History: A. D. 610-750 (A.H.132),49-51.
"Baladhuri, Futiih,, 439.

> Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1,2496.

¥[bid., 2540.
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According to him, as soon as Sa‘Td was made governor over al-Kiifa , he reported
back to ‘Uthman that Kufans have become problematic and earlier settlers and
noble families have been dominated by the later migrant Arabs. On this ‘Uthman
recommended Sa‘id to adopt a pragmatic outlook; he thus instructed him to give
preference to the original settlers and those who have conquered this country, to
take care of the position and status of everyone and to keen the late comers as
subservient to the original settlers. Yet ‘Uthman on the other hand suggested Sa‘id
to change this policy if the original settlers prove themselves incapable and the
latecomers establish them to be more capable.'” This narrative explains the
situation of al-Kiifa as well as the policy directives of the caliphate towards the

earlier and the later migrants.

Besides, it also becomes clear that the differences lie mainly between ahl-
ul-Qadisiyya and the late settlers, not between the ridda and non-ridda tribesmen.
Thus Sa‘id called the original settlers specially those who had participated in
Qadisiyya and instructed them to take care of their people ard keep the governor
informed.'® Sa‘1d followed the practice of giving importance to initial settlers. His
special assembly was only filled by original settlers, the victors of Qadisiyya and
qurra’. Nevertheless Sa‘id also used to have a common assembly of people in

which earlier and late both kinds of people can join.'’

"Ibid., 2853-4
"Ibid., 2853.

¥Ibid., 2907-8.
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Although the earlier settlers wanted the government to not to increase the
benefits of the late comers but there was hardly any direct clash between the
earlier settlers and the late comers until the revolt of Mukhtar. (It has been
discussed in detail in chapter 4th) The late comers were mostly the relatives of the
earlier settlers and belonged to the same tribes who had migrated earlier. For
instance, the number of Bajila, Hamadan and Madhhij kept on increasing in al-
Kiifa which meant that some of the new migrants belongec' to these tribes. The
tribesmen were not very tough towards their own tribesmen. The government tried
to create a difference between them by giving more respect t;> the earlier settlers.
However these earlier settlers realized that the real danger to their spoils is not
from the late comers but from the ruling class. It seems that the earlier settlers
were more threatened by the Quraysh or the government, instead of the late
settlers. That is probably one of the reasons of their dislike of the policies of

‘Uthman.

The fay land was the spoils of war of all akl-ul-Qadisiyya and its revenue
was to be divided amongst them. The earlier migrants took an impression that
Sa‘id sought to reduce their influence in Iraq and specially wanted to bring their
fay land under the control of the government. Sa‘ld was accused of trying to
control these land. There was a group of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya including Malik al-
Ashtar, Aswad bin Yazid Nakh‘ai, Sa‘sa‘a and some others who were against the
dominancy of Quraysh. Once when Sa‘id bin al As called Sawad-i-Al-Kifa as a
garden of the Quraysh, they severely objected and declared clearly that Quraysh

are equal to other tribes as other tribes were also participants in different battles
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and Sawad Iraq is a joint share.”’ Malik Ashtar bin Harith Nakh‘ai asked Sa‘id,
“do you want to control those lands illegally for you and your people whom we
have gained through our swords?”?' The most active opponents of Sa‘id were
qurra’. Although the salaries and other benefits of ahl-ul-Cidisiyya were same,
yet the qurra’ had distinguished them on the basis of their c¢'2ims to be the most
learned amongst the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. Sa‘1d did not keep a gnod opinion about the
qurra’. Sa‘ld wrote a letter to ‘Uthman in which he complaired about the attitude
of Al-Ashtar Nakh‘at and a people who assume that they are qurra’ but in fact

they are stupid.”

This feeling that Sa‘1d sought after the fay land of the earlier migrants was
developed probably with the launching of ‘Uthman’s scheme of the exchange of
land. In order to facilitate the Arabs, ‘Uthman had initiated a scheme of the
exchange of lands. The Arabs who had joined the battles of Qadisiyya, Jalila and
Takrit but had come back to Arabia had share in the spoils of war and thus had
share in the fay land of Iraq. ‘Uthman offered them to bring their lands in Arabia.
The proposal was that the land of Iraq should be exchanged from some land of
Hijaz. In this way the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya who had moved back to Arabia would
have their lands there and they would not have to worry for affairs at Iraq.?’ Thus,

this suggestion was liked by all Madinans who had not migrated to Iraq and had

“Ibid., 2908-10.

'Mas‘iidi, Maryj, 337; Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 139.

2 “wa maaho qauma yazamona anahum-ul-qurrd’ wa hum As-safahao” Kifi, Futih,
vol.1, 384

BTabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2854-6.
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stayed at Madina. Some of this land was bought by Talha bin Ubaydulla who was
a very rich person. Talha had also bought the lands of ‘Utiman, the caliph.
Likewise Marwin had bought the lands of nehr-i-Marwan which was a forest at
that time.>* Ash‘t bin Qays exchanged his property at Haznraut for property in
Iraq.”® This appears to be a valuable opportunity for the migra~t Arabs to increase
their land and subsequently their influence in Iraq. Thus mery men of Madina,
Makkah, Ta’if, Yaman and Hazrmaut had their properties at Arabia which they

exchanged in return for lands in Iraq.

This scheme was initiated by ‘Uthman to facilitate the Madinans, it had
hurt the interests of some of the dominant initial settlers. By this scheme, anyone
who had a property at Arabia can gain property in Iraq, no matter he is an earlier
settler or a later one. This made the initial settlers very particular about their fay
land and they wanted to secure their spoils. It was specially the qurra’ who
believed that they should get more share. Particularly some tribesmen of Madhhij
were very unhappy over the arrangement and were active opponents of Sa‘id and
‘Uthman. In the leadership of Milik bin al-Ashtar Nakh‘ai, Madhhij showed its
resentment with the policies of ‘Uthman. Nakh‘a was the most important branch
of Madhhij who had willingly participated in Qadisiyya and were the leading
fighters at Qadisiyya. It is reported by Tabarf that the majority of women present
at Qadisiyya were from Bajla and Nakh¢a.?® This explains their desire to settle at

the conquered areas. Madhhij was one of those tribes whose number was very

Ibid., 2854.

BIbid., 2855.

Bbid., 2363-4.
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high and it kept on increasing in the later period. The major issue of ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya was not only the security of spoils of wars; instead it was to gain
political power. They were not happy with the governors of ‘Uthman and many of

them could be found in the siege of ‘Uthman and consequently in his murder.?’

Another important controversy on the spoils of war emerged between the
two garrisons especially in the period of ‘Umar once they had fought joint battles.
There were certain lands which Kufan and Basrans both claim~d to be their spoils.
After the battle of Tastar, a controversy arose between the Kulmns and the Basrans
as both of them claimed the conquest to be the result of their effort. They
eventually wrote to ‘Umar to resolve who decided in favor of the Basrans. The
actual ruling declared it to be the conquest of Basrans making them entitled for its
revenue, yet the Kufans were announced to get a nominal sharz in the spoils being
the collaborators.2® Another question was raised by the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya of al-
Basra who claimed to be the equal contributor in the conquests, yet were not
allocated with their proper share. The Basrans wrote a letter to ‘Umar complaining
of their large number and lesser kharaj. On this complair, ‘Umar responded
immediately and increased the pensions of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya of Al-Bagra, but

none of the lands of Kiifans were given to Basrans.”” A few of the lands which

TSee chapter 4, note, 33
2 Kifi, Futith, vol. 1, 283-4.

b Athir, al-Kamil, vol. 3, 3; TabarT relates that in 22 AH, the Basran governor, ‘Umro
bin Sardqa requested ‘Umar to increase the lands of Basrans as their population has increased.
There emerged a conflict between the Kufans and the Basrans and they began to argue on the
ownership of different lands which were conquered by joint ventures. This conflict increased with
the passage of time and the Basrans began to demand their share in the lands of Qadisiyya and
other initial conquests. The matter became problematic and ‘Umar decided between them and
resolved the issue by giving certain lands to Basrans and certain others to Kufans. The lands from
Mah Dinar to Mihr-i-jinqadhaq were given to Basrans. Tabari, Tar7kh, vol. 1, 2672-3.



223

were conquered by joint venture of the Kufans and the Basran were divided
amongst the both. Instead of dividing the parts of one region; it was decided to
reserve one whole region for the Kufans and another for the Basrans. For instance,
after the conquest of Nihawand, the revenues of Nihawand were also added in the
revenues of al-Kiifa. Likewise the revenues of al-Diniire were reserved for al-
Bagra. In the period of Mu‘awiya, this decision was reversed and al-Dintire was

reserved for Kufans and Nihdwand for Basrans.™

After successfully dealing with the threat of ‘Uthman to their financial
assets, the migrants turned towards ‘All. Apart from ahI-uI-Q&disiwa of al-Kiifa,
‘Al was supported by a few of the Basrans who at first tried to remain neutral in
the civil wars but as soon as they realized that this will curtail their financial
benefits, they joined Ali.>' Ali had adopted a strict policy towards finance. He was
strict towards his governors in financial matters. The policy was disliked by
several of them and resulted in the loss of support for him at }imes. For instance
Masaqala of Shayban, the governor of Ardsir Khara by ‘All owed five lac
dirhams to ‘Alf which he was unable to pay. He wanted ‘AlT‘ to excuse him from
paying this amount. Nonetheless ‘Alf insisted and on repeated éalls, he selected to

leave ‘Alf and joined Mu‘awiya. He was of the view that Ali should have adopted

0 Batadhuri, Futiih, 303,

! For instance, when Talha and Zubayr controlled Basra, they give salaries and stipends
to those who had supported them and increased their status. On this ‘Abdiil Qays and Bakr bin
W3a'il revolted against them and attacked on Bait-ul-mal. They were defeated, thus they decided to
support ‘Alil. Tabari, Tarikh, vol, 1, 3131.



224

some relaxation towards him.”? ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas was also unhappy when Ali

asked him to provide details of accounts to him.*

There was another smaller group who was extremely unhappy with the
financial policies of Ali. In fact they wanted the state to have lesser control on
their financial matters. This smaller group revolted under the leadership of Kharit
bin Rashid belonging to the tribe of Najia who took shelter in Ahwaz and
instructed the people to not to pay any kharaj to the government. They were also
of the view that zakat must not be collected by the government and the individuals
have the right to spent zakat money on their poor relatives and closer friends.
Kharit and his people had not paid zakat from two years and thus they revolted.
They were joined by a few men of ‘Abdiil Qays. Ali had sent Ma‘qil bin Qays to
contain this revolt and it was easily suppressed. Kharit was killed and the people
were forced to pay their zakat. In the same way the non-Muslims were forced to
pay kharéj.34 This appears to be an effort by the migrants to have a direct control
over the conquered areas and its khardj and points out again the attitude of a few

of the tribesmen who increasingly disliked the control of the state.

At first, the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were contented with the economic policies of
Ali who apparently has shown no inclination towards controlling their khardj and

revenues from the fay land. Gradually they became conscious of the economic

ZMatqil bin Qays had five hundred prisoners of war belonging to Najia. Masaqala
requested him to sell these prisoners to him for five lac dirhams. He was unable to pay this amount
later and was called and questioned by *All. Ibid., 3434-41; Kifi, Futih, vol. 2, 242-4,

Tabari, Tartkh, vol. 1, 3454-56; Kafi, Futith, vol. 2, 240-2; Ibn Athir, al-Kamil, vo. 3,
364-71.

MTabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 3418-35.
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losses that they had to deal with in the form of civil wars and due to the closing of
richest fronts at Sistan and Khiirasan. Owing to the decision of arbitration in the
battle of Siffin, the migrants were deprived of any expected spoils of war.
Consequently a few of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya turned out to be kkhawarij and tried to
exert their full control over the whole land of Sawad.>® The initial khawarij had
began the movement by looting properties of migrants at far off places but the
later khawarij extracted the taxes from the various regions of Sawad in a very
organized way. Thus they were of the view that the conquest belongs to them and
they must collect the revenue themselves. The rest of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya also

deserted ‘Al and were not willing to fight any more civil war on his behalf.

After the fall of ‘Ali, Mu‘awiya came with a different policy, but in the
beginning, he was not very assertive. With the passage of time, he began to
enhance his control over the financial matters of the migrants. Ziyad, the governor
of Mu‘awiya over Iraq demanded from one of the commander, who was sent to
the Khiirasani front to select gold, silver and precious objects for the caliph. The
demand was not accepted by the commander of the army who;was not willing to
pay the caliph more than a fifth of the spoils, and Mu‘awiya silently accepted it.**
Ziyad brought some other financial reforms by eradicating thelnames of the dead
and the khawarij from the diwdn. He also reorganized the distribution of stipends

in order to cope with new social needs and realties.””

3See a detailed discussion in chapter 4.
3 Tabarf, Tarikh, vol. 2, 110.

3Crone, Slaves, 87.
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Several more pressing concerns arose for the migrants; one of which was
the rapid increase in the number of later migrants.*® This increasing population
posed a constant economic threat for the initial migrants. During the reign of
Mu‘dwiya, the Iragis regretted on their attitude and appreciated the financial
policies of ‘Ali.** They also declare the policies of Ali to be better than that of

‘Umar and *Uthman who were arbitrary and willfull.*

The migrants would have later grouped Mu‘awiya also as a much better
ruler as the later Umayyad governor were much more oppressive. By then, the
migrants had also enjoyed a brief reign of the rule of Ibn Zubayr. The governor of
Ibn Zubayr appeased them by not disturbing the earlier structure as well as by
increasing the stipends.*' He further assured the migrants that he is only in al-Kafa
to levy taxes from the conquered lands and to distribute the rest amongst the
Kufans and that he cannot take away or distributes their money without their
approval.> Due to these suitable financial policies of Ibn‘Zubayr, the ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya were tilted towards him and supported him by all means against the
other contenders. But as soon as they felt that the power of Ibn Zubayr has

declined, they left him in lurch.

#See Chapter 3, note, 67-9.

PAccording to Crone, Mu‘awiya executed the famous qurra’ leaders as he wanted to
enhance his control over the financies of Iraq. Crone, Slaves, 86-90.

0 Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 603
‘Ibid., 603,

“Ibid., 603.
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In between Ibn Zubayr and ‘Abdiil Malik, there was a brief reign of
Mukhtar in al-Kiifa . Mukhtar was the only person who adopted a drastic policy
and was firm to enforce some radical reforms in the existing economic structure.
He demanded equality for the later migrants as well as for slaves and mawali, thus
posed the greater threat to the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. After MukhtZr assumed power, he
distributed five hundred dirhams to his early followers and two hundred dirhams
to those who joined later.*® The policy of Mukhtir to give an equal treatment to
the slaves and mawalr was alarming for the earlier settlers and especially for the
elite of the garrison. The prominent men who had joined the revolt against al-
Mukhtér were the notables of Qddisiyya or their descendents. It was against their
plans to share their economic benefits with a group as low as mawalr and slaves.
Being the conquerors of the land, they wanted them to be in t™e position of power

and the agenda of Mukhtar was totally against their designs.**

Apart from the political developments of the garrison,'. there were a few of
the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya who decided to adopt unlawful means in order to secure their
spoils. As it has already been mention that Kharit bin Rashid revolted in the
period of Ali. Likewise, during the governorship of Mukhtar, ‘Ubaydalla bin al
Hurr revolted. He belonged to the Jufi tribe and was of the vie\'wv that the men must
take control of their affairs by themselves. ‘Ubaydalla was a w'arrior of Qadisiyya
and believed that if caliphate is only meant to collect money, he can collect it
himself. Outlaws of many tribes had joined him and he gatilered seven hundred

fighting men. His method was to go to different districts and to collect money

“bid., 649.

“See a detailed discussion on the revolt of Mukhtdr in chapter 4,
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from the tax collectors. Once, they took all the revenue of al-Jibal province
collected from the taxes. They used to harass the tax collectors and drew money
from them. The tribe of Hamadan took action against him, burnt his house and
sacked his estates. In return he plundered the estates of ‘Abdul Rehman bin Sa‘id
bin Qays at Mah and took all properties of HamadanTs in Sawad.** These people
though had officially not adopted the doctrine of khawarij, yet resemble them in

their dealing with the government and the people.

Later on, ‘Abdiil Malik started the practice of increasirg or minimizing the
stipends of the individuals on his will. He extended stipend for the tribe of ‘Anzah
as a reward for their loyalty. ‘Anzah were also allowed to made settlements at
Baniqiya below al-Kiifa and al-Hira.*® The practice of seizing property was also
increased.” The massive change in the financial policies ca™e in the period of
Hajjdj who declared to surrender complete authority to the state including the
financial authority. Hajjaj took the orders of Ibn Zubayr to increase the stipends of
Basrans back. On this, a smaller group revolted against Hajjij led by ‘Abdullah

bin al Jariid al-Abd1.*®

Besides, Hajjaj threatened them of the snatching cf their spoils and

granting it to someone else.* In the period of Hajjaj, the khawdarij had added a

“STabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 765-777.

*Ibid., 816
“bid.,, 869.
“Ibid., 873-4.

“Ibid., 942
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demand in their manifesto that they were against the confiscation of their spoils
and the autocratic nature of their government.> This also confirms that Hajjaj had
got much control over the fay land and the taxes. The most disastrous step of
Hajjaj for the migrants was to call the Syrian army to Iraq. The migrants tried to
secure their spoils by openly revolting against Hajjaj under the leadership of
‘Abdul Rehman bin Ash‘t bin Qays. This revolt was crushed by Hajjaj and the
power of migrants especially the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya was minimized.”' The state had
got excessive control over the revenues of Iraq. Thus the initial migrants kept on
securing their special privileges against the state and the later migrants. During the
revolt of Mukhtar, the later migrants were largely suppressed. Yet they made an
alliance with the initial migrants in the revolt of Ibn al-Ash‘ath to secure their
spoils from the state. Finally however the state was successful in gaining full
control over the revenues of Iraq and the conquerors of the land were forced to

surrender to the authority of the state.

5.2 Economic Gains through Military Activity

Al-Kifa and al-Basra were developed as military garr{sons and one of the
very important motives of migration was to secure the conql;ests. Later on it was
decided to continue with further conquests and for that reason military activity has
always remained the integral part of the two garrisons. The migrants were
interested in this military activity mainly due to the ﬂnancisl benefits and rich

spoils it offers. This continuous warfare against the non-Arab areas provided the

OIbid., 983-5.

51See details of this revolt in chapter 4.
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migrants with a constant source of income. It was more promising and attractive
for the later migrants as they were not enjoying any pcrmanent spoils thus
involvement in military was a chance for them to improve their economic

condition.

According to the rules of Quran, one fifth of the spoils was spared for the
state and rest was distributed amongst the victor army. This was an attractive offer
for the migrants and they were willing to register them in the regular army. The
number of this regular force was increasing day by day. It was thus considered to
be the foremost duty of the new settlers to provide military service to the state.
The names of the men were recorded in a register and they were given pay
accordingly. A system of annual salaries was derived for the Arabs of al-Kiifa and
al-Basra apart from the spoils of war. The fay was the permanent spoils which
kept on benefiting migrants and their generations in the form of their salaries and
income from their estates; however they were also entitled to spoils of war in

every battle they fought.

The Arabs fought in different areas and then went back to their place of
settlements during hard seasons especially during winter. They must have come
mostly from al-Kiifa and al-Basra as has been frequently mentinned in the sources
but as they were settled in small number in certain other cities as well like al-Hira,
Jalila, Al-Mada’in, Takrit thus probably those Arabs had alse been interested in

fighting battles against the rest of Persians empire in order to collect booty. Tabari
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quotes an example that the Muslims of al-Hira were invited by ‘Umar to join the

battle with Kurds under the leadership of Salma bin Qays Ash‘ari.*?

As soon as the greater wave of conquest was over, the armies got
maximum time of leisure. In the period of ‘Uthman, there were forty thousand
soldiers at al-Kiifa out of which ten thousand used to perform military duties
every year and rest of them take rest for three years. Kufans were given the duties
to handle the posts of al-Ray and Azarbijan.>® In those three years, even if they
were getting regular allowances, they had no activity to do thus they must have

been involved in certain other cultural, political or economic activity.

Despite of these three years of rest, there arose certain activities which
were voluntarily for the army. For instance, there appeared a problem at Roman
front and the governor of Iraq, Walid bin ‘Uqgba instigated the Kufan army to join
them and to help them in the hope of Allah’s happiness and some spoils of war.
Thus eight thousand volunteers got ready to go to the Syrian front under the
leadership of Salman bin Rabi‘a.>® In the same way when Istkhar was retaken,
‘Abullaha bin ‘Amir bin Kurayz prompted the Basrans to fight on this front and a
huge number of army joined him.>® In the period of ‘Abdal Malik too, there was
the practice to recall the soldiers when their turn of duty gets over. It means that

they were not sent for constantly long period and some kind of rest and holidays

S¥Tabari, Tarikh, vol, 1,2721.
1bid., 2805.
*Ibid., 2805.

53Ibid., 2830.
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continued.”® The military activity was higher in the period of ‘Uthman however it
slowed down in the period of Ali due to civil wars. The governors of Mu‘awiya

reopened the fronts for Kufans and Basrans.”’

Apart from the regular army, there was also the option to be recruited on
contract basis. For instance in order to fight the khawarij, Hajjaj prepared a huge

army in which two thousand were hired on contract basis.”®

Apart from fighting from the non-Arabs in the new fronts, it was also the
responsibility of the migrants to safeguard their own territories. This was equally
important for the migrants themselves as their salaries were extracted from the
taxes of these lands. Thus the regular Iragi army had always fought with the rebels
of the state, either they were khawarij or someone else. Gradually the Iraqi army
felt the futility of fighting battles on fronts other than their own tax lands. They
had become habitual to defend their own territories and were least concerned
about other parts of the empire. The Basrans were worried about any revolts
occurring in their tax lands and the Kufans were only concemned about theirs.>

This became a reason for their gradual dislike for the military activity.

The state on the other hand wanted to employ these forces at their will and
choice. Hajjaj was irritated when he sent one of the forces of al-Kiifa under the

leadership of ‘Abdul Rehman bin Muhammad bin Ash‘t to fight khawarij and the

% Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 826.
%7 For military activity in the reign of Mu‘awiya see, Kaff, Futih, vol. 2, 311-19.
5 Tabari, TarTkh, vol. 2, 890.

*Ibid., 930-1.
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forces decided to come back when the khawarij entered into the territory of
Miisal. Hajjaj reminded °‘Abdiil Rehman that “the authority is that of the

commander of the Faithful [‘Abduil Malik] and the troops are. his troops”.%

The ahl-ul-Qadisiyya gradually realized that they do not need to go on
these aversive expeditions. They already were earning heavily from their income
of the fay lands and estates. They had also developed certain business which
seems to them more easier way of earning money than to be involved in tiresome
military expeditions. Moreover they found it extremely foolish to fight on behalf
of someone else. The independent minded tribal leaders were not willing to
become obedient troops of the Umayyad caliph whom they never considered as
superior to them. Thus the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya began to find excuses from fighting.
They used to flee back from the battlefield if they were sent against their desires.
The ahl-ul-Qadisiyya provided the leadership to the rest of the army mainly
comprising of the later migrants. Once when the commanders of the army decided
to leave the battlefield, it was not possible for the rest of the army to fight, thus

they followed their leaders.

Another important reason for the gradual dislike of migrants for military
activity was the urbanization of the tribes. The migrants have showed their
reluctance to fight in the period of Hajjij. By that time, one or two generations of
the migrants had passed and the new generation has grown up in an urban

environment. This environment was more sophisticated, cultured and closer to

1bid.



234

luxury. Thus this generation had not experienced the hardships of bedioun life
which makes it easier for them to fight. Bedouins or nomads are brave people and
they become sluggish and cowardly when they become scdentary. This was
somehow true for the Arab migrants to Iraq. The urban lifestyle of the garrisons
changed their priorities. They had gradually accepted the state control and had lost
their qualities of independence and bravery. Their urban lifestyle was one of the

|

hindrances in their involvement in the army.

Probably that was the reason of the failure of the largé armies of al-Kiifa
and al-Basra against a few of khawarij during the governorship of Hajjaj. These
were the same armies or their descendents who had conquered the whole of Iragq,
and the eastern territories of the empire. Their failure was so great that the
khawarij reached al-Kiifa, had several night raids on the city and finally besieged
it. Hajjaj had to ask the caliph for help who sent some Syrian army for the support

of Hajjaj; that’s how the governor tackled with the menace of the khawarij.*!

This attitude of the migrants gradually snatched from them the benefits of
the military activity. In the period of Hajjaj, the Iraqi army vas replaced by the
Syrian army. A new garrison of Wasit was established and Syrian army was
permanently settled there. He resided the Syrian army at Wasit, a new garrison at

Iraq.62 The Syrian army was given stipends and salaries from the taxes generated

%'Ibid., 954, 959-972.

62W55it was called Wasit because it lay equidistance from al-Kiifa , al-Basra and Ahwiz.
Wasit was founded in 84 AH by Hajjaj. The city occupied the both banks of river Tigris and
Yaqubi wrote that eastern Wasit had been a town before the days of Hajjaj and population was for
the most part Persian. Hajjaj built the Green palace there, celebrated for its great dome. The lands
around Wasi{ were extremely fertile. Hajjaj built a mosque even in the eastern half. Le Strange,
Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, 39-40.
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from the lands of Kufans and Basrans. Hajjij also formed another Iraqi army
called as mugarila. The mugatila were those tribesmen of Iraq and eastern regions who

supported the regime and its expansionist policy. In exchange of then locality and support
they received the normal stipends and booty, they were often given a major part in ruling

the countryside through the appointment of the leaders the sub-govemorship.®® They
were given regular stipends and it is obvious that they must have been paid from
the revenue of Iraq after their settlement at fraq. The demilitarization of Iragis not
only deprived them of power and prestige but of also of the benefits of spoils and

regular military stipends.
5.3 Economic gains through Other Businesses

Iraq was a rich and fertile land. In a letter sent to fUmar by Ka‘b bin
Ahbir, Iraq has been declared as a land of wealth.>* When the migrants have been
moving from Arabia, they were not only thinking about spoils of war and further
military expeditions. They were also considering the richness of the Iragi land and
the economic opportunities it can provide. Many of the Arabl tribes had practiced
to go to Iraq in the times of drought in Arabia and they could find enough food
and other necessities of life in Iraq.% Although the Arab tribes were more

attracted towards Syria as they had more knowledge of that place but once when

3 Crome, Slaves, 115,

“1bn al-Faqih, Kirab-ul-Furdh, 225; Also see Mas‘adi who related thet Umar inquired
about the characteristics of various arcas of the world from a scholar who told him that Jraq is the
heart of carth as it has two rivers which makes the area green and fertile end it is easy to settle
cities in it. Mas*Gdi, Marj, vol, 2, 36,

SSKafT, Futih, vol. 1, 73.
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they saw the prosperity of those of their fellow countrymen who had migrated to

Iraq, they were convinced of the rich economic prospects of Iraq as well.%

That probably was the reason for the rapid migration of Arabs into Iraq.
They had increased from the population of twenty thousand at the time of the
initial settlement to one lac and forty thousand in the period of the governorship of
Ziyad in al-Kafa alone.®’” Although these later migrants were also keen to be
enrolled in army, yet they found much spare time to utilize their energies in

certain other economic activities and to earn huge benefits from it.

The example of al-Basra is very evident. Al-Basra was developed from a
forest and green land to a properly planed and cultivated city where the settlers
themselves consumed their energies in order to make a cemfortable life for
themselves and strangely enough, they earned heavily through ti]is activity, People
adopted different kinds of professions which not only incmsed their personal
wealth but helped in developing al-Basra Initially al-Basra was a very under
developed city. The people of al-Basra went to ‘Umar and complaint about their
grievances. They believed that they were given less benefits és compared to the
Kufans. They asked ‘Umar to increase their stipends and to give them more lands.
‘Umar inquired into the matter and realized that the problem is genuine thus he

increased their lands and in this way they got more revenue fror their lands.%

“Hodgson believes that in the period of ‘Uthman, The richest Makkahn families went to
Iraq in the period of ‘Uthman to “make business ventures there.”, he also believes that Alj
withdrew to al-Kiifa not only because of its military prowess but also due to its fertility and
richness. Hodgson, The Venture of Islam, vol. 2, 212, 214,

S"Baladhur, Futiih, 344-5.

% Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 1, 2672-3.
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Yet, apart from this collective revenue, they were also given certain
opportunities to improve upon their economic status by certain other economic
activities. Caliph ‘Umar was told to give permission to Nafa‘, Abu ‘Abdullah to
take a piece of land as his property. Nafa‘ used to cultivate that land and brought
up horses there.” Similarly in the time of “‘Uthman, various lands were given to
Al-Basra ns, for instance lands given to ‘Uthman Thaqafl, ‘Imrén bin Hasayn, and
Ibn ‘Amir. These lands and estates became a source of revenue for the Basrans.”
‘Uthman has granted a land to ‘Uthman bin Abi As al-Thaqafi in Al-Basra which
was famous with the name of Shat-i-’Uthman. This land had excess water.
‘Uthman developed this land and started agriculture in it.”' Moreover, there were
frequent cases of selling and buying of property and the original houses of the
Basrans and their lands gradually increased in value, probably when a lot of canals
were constructed.” Thus along with military profession, a lot of other sources of

revenue were found.

The land of al-Basra was cultivable, thus Basrans got interested in
irrigation. The most important development they made was the construction of
canals. The construction of canals not only made the city of al-Basra cultivated
and prosperous land, but was a source of revenue for the individuals who built
their canals in order to increase the value of their land and to increase the

production of their cultivable land. Ziyad gave a lot of lands to Basrans so that

%\bid., 2376; Baladhuri, Furih, 345.

Baladhuri, Futiih, 346.
"Ibid., 346-7.

72 For canals constructed in Basra see, Ibid,, 352-356.
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they cultivate it. He used to hand over the land, wait for two years, if it was
cultivated, he retain the ownership otherwise he hand it over to someone else. The
important thing was that the lands of al-Basra were very potential however the
potential was realized into reality by the efforts of the settlers. People realized the
potential of the land and were very ambitious to get as much share as they could
get. In the case of Nafa‘ bin Harith Thaqafi, Ziyad ordered his men to give him as
much land as he could walk. He walked to a huge piece of larld and the whole was

given to him.”

Similarly Mu‘awiya gifted the lands between the two rivers (dii aba) as a
property to one of his nephews. When he came to see his property, Ziyad ordered
his men to open the dams and the whole lands came under flood. When the
nephew of Mu‘awiya saw this condition of the lands, he was extremely
disappointed and left Iraq thinking that the lands were of no use to him. Ziyad
bought this [and from him in two lac dirhams, closed the dams, repaired the lands,

built canals and made them cultivable. 7*

Migrants applied the modern technology, repaired the dams and made the
uncultivable land as useable. Mu‘awiya nominated his mawla ‘ Abdullah bin Duraj
over extracting khardj from Iraq. He made the lands of swamp useable, repaired
the dams and controlled the water. So that he was able to extract fifty lac dirhams

from these lands. These lands were again drowned and became part of the

Dlbid., 356-7.

"Ibid., 355-6.
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swamps™ in the time of Hajjaj who did not pay attention to this problem.”
However Miisalyma bin ‘Abdiil Malik took some of these lards as feud, repaired
the dams, constructed new canals and gathered peasants to cultivate this land.

Later in the period of Hisham, Hayyan al-NabatT made this land again useable.”’

In the later period, these lands became so important that Yazid bin ‘Abdul
Mailik sent his governor ‘Umar bin Hubayra to go and find out a piece of land for
the caliph. He went to al-Basra and investigated the ownership of each land.
People were extremely annoyed due to these investigations and they told him that
they have obtained these lands from their forefathers and it belongs to their
descendants. He probably could not find any land for the caliph and went back.”®
Therefore it seem that by the time of the caliphate of Yazid II, all the property of
al-Basra was divided and taken by the earlier descendants and there was no more
gains of the conquests left for other people or new comers. Instead by this time,

the lands were confiscated or sold. For instance when Yazid bin ‘Abdil Malik

a4

*The Great Swamp received the water of Euphrates a few miles to the south of Al-Kiifa
and came down to the neighbourhood of Basra. It covers an area of fifty miles across and two
hundred miles in length. It was developed due to various floods which came in the period of
Persians. Le strange, The lands of the Eastern Caliphate, 26; Also See Marshall Hodson, The
Venture of Islam, vol. 1, 202

76Balz‘adhuﬁ, Furiah, 291; Crone on the other hand argued that Hajjdj paid much attention
to the repairing of canals and improving agriculture. She also believes that Hajjaj promoted
agriculture in order to provide employment to the demilitarized poputation of Iraq. Crone, S/aves,
117.

""Baladhurf, Futith, 291.

®bid., 359-60.
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confiscated the lands of Yazid bin Muhallab and his brothers and handed it over to

‘Umar bin Hubayra. This land was given to Yazid by Sulyman in bariha.”

One of the ways through which people started earning money was the
construction of hamam (hot baths). Initially there were only three baths, one
belonging to ‘Abdullah bin ‘Uthman Thaqafi, other belonged fo mawla of Ziyad,
Feel, and third one was constructed by Muslim bin AbT Bakra. They kept it a
secret that they were earning heavily from the income of these baths. When the
fact was known by some other people, they hurried and tookz permission from the
governor to make their own baths. The permission was given to many and many
baths were constructed in al-Basra. This was a source of income for many people
and was a source of comfort for the inhabitants of al-Basra, however the huge
income of the monopolists decreased.®® There were also various baths at al-Hira
and al-Kiifa . One was owned by Oeen who was the manumitted slave of Sa‘d bin
Abi Waqqds. Oeen had not constructed it but had boughf it from the already
settled people of al-Hira.®' There was another bath which was the property of

‘Umar bin Sa‘d bin Abf Waqqas.

Similarly at al-Kiifa , the trade was a major activity in the city. Mirbad was
the market place at al-Basra where people used to sell their goods. Farazdaq, a
poet had brought some goods to al-Basra and sold them there at Mirbad in return

for money.®? Another business was that of the guides who guide the merchants

™ Ibid., 360-1.
*bid., 348-9.
¥'Ibid., 280-1; Ibn al-Faqih, Kitab-ul-Futih, 216.

32 Tabari, Tarikh, vol. 2, 95.
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about the routes.’> There was a camel market at al-Kiifa, named Kunaysah.*

Working as merchants with the troops was also common.®

Consequently, people earned a lot and had huge properties. Zubayr bin al-
‘Awam prepared a magnificent house in al-Basra, in which wealthy merchants
used to come and stay. He also constructed a house in al-Kiifa and was considered
to be a wealthy person. Similarly Talha constructed a magnificent house in al-
Kifa. Sa‘d bin AbT Waqqgas built a house in al-AiTfq. Mas‘Gidi mentioned many
other companions who were wealthy and built magnificent houses and left

thousands of dinar, jewelry and other precious things when they died.*

The later governors paid more attention on the development of new cities
and opening of new sources for revenue. Ziyad did many develc;pmental works at
al-Basra. He constructed dar-ul-rizq, nehr-Ubulla, nehr-Ma ‘gil, nehr-Murra and
seven mosques.”’ Hajjaj for instance developed a new city named Wasit between
al-Kiifa and al-Basra.*®® He ordered him men to dug canals near this new city in
order to make the land cultivable. He also has given importance to extra lands.

There was a huge portion of non-cultivable land consisted of barren lands,

BIbid., 102.

*Ibid., 131.

Ibid., 907

*Mas‘adi, Marij, vol, 2,332-3.

%7 Ibn al-Faqih, Kitab-ul-Futih, 224.

See note no, 66.



242

marshes and forests. Hajjaj made boundaries of such land by making belays and

made them useable.® The revenue of this land was later added for the caliph.

Gradually they involved themselves in to certain other kind of businesses.
Trade was one of the most important businesses. Yiisaf bin ‘Umar, the governor
of Iraq for Hisham opened a new market in al-Hira named Sziq-i-YzZs'af90 Some of
the other governors also started some developmental projects in al-Kiifa and al-
Basra. For instance, Khalid al-Qasri constructed some shops. The motive
definitely would have to expand business activities. It seems that he had some
concrete development ideas to flourish commerce. This can be further seen by the
activities of his family. His brother Asad al-QasrT selected an area, took its
ownership probably from Khalid and developed a market there, known as Sig-i-
Asad®' He did not restrict him here and took another step to develop that market.
He brought some people and inhabited them in that market to flourish the
commercial activity. Definitely, as the owner of that market, he was getting huge
economic benefits for himself but it also initiated economic activity in the
garrison. Khalid-al-Qasri has given equal importance to agric_ultural activities and
constructed a canal which was famous with the name of al-jama‘*?> He also
constructed another canal in Wasit which was famous with the name of nehr-ui-

Mubarak.” He also took permission from Hisham to make a bridge on the river

YBaladhuri, Futih, 289.

90lbid., 280, Sitg-i- Yiisaf has also been associated with Yasaf bin ‘Umro bin Muhammad
bin al-Hakam bin Aqil al-Thaqaff who was the cousin of Hajjaj bin Ydisaf. [hn al-Faqih, 218.

*! Batadhuri, Futith 284; Ibn al-Faqih, Kitab-ul-Futiih, 218.
*Baladhuri, Futith, 284; Ibn al-Faqih, Kitab-ul-Futih, 218.

% Baladhuri, Futith, 289
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Tigris. Hisham reacted in a conservative way initially and refused him on the
grounds that if it had been possible, the lranians must have constructed it;
however finally he allowed Khalid. Khalid invested huge money on this project
but unfortunately it was not a success. It was broken within a small time.”* Yet,
the enormity of this project reveals the enthusiasm and eagerness of Khalid to

initiate new development projects.

Thus the migrants were the most wealthier and prosperous people who
could utilize many opportunities for attaining wealth. But this attainment of
wealth and adoption of new professions resulted into two major consequences. In
the initial days of conquests, there were examples of generous and open hearted
attitude of Arabs towards each other. For instance, AbT Bakra bin Ziyad was twice
reported to generously gifting his lands to some of his friends. He still owned a
huge property.” Gradually when the resources became exhausted, the migrants

became jealous of each other.

Gradually a tussle started between the Arab themselves for power,
position, fame and wealth. There are several cases of the litigation between Arabs
on some property. For instance in the case of the canal of Harb, the litigation was
between Harb bin Muslim bin Ziyad, probably descendent of Ziyad and Abdul-

Ala ibn ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amir, son of ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amir, both claimed the

*Crone argued that Khalid had been successful in promoting agricultural and business
activity in Iraq. He invested huge money in the projects at Iraq and consequently eared huge
wealth for himself. Crone, Slaves, 142.

*Baladhuri, Futih, 357, 362.
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rights on this canal.”® The relations between the family of Ziyad and the family of
‘Amir, both ex-governors of al-Bagra was strained. The reazon was told by the
sources as ‘Uthman ordered ‘Amir, his governor to construct a canal but he
refrained from the work. Ziyad was the custodian of Bait-ul-mdl and diwan.
‘Abdullah went to Khiirasan and made Ziyad as acting governor. Ziyad repaired
that canal which was not appreciated by ‘Amir. He accused Ziyad of initiating this
act in his absence for getting fame and eminence.” Similarly the case of canal of
Murghab and its lands in the period of the period of the governorship of ‘Abdullah
al-Qasri is another example. This was the property of Bilal bin Ahwaz al-
Mazayni, given to him by Yazid bin ‘Abdul Malik. Bashr bin ‘Ubaydulla bin AbT
Bakra constructed several canals on this land and thus claimed it to be his own. It
created problem between the two families and the matter was referred to the

governor.”

Thus Iraq was a very rich and fertile land and provided the migrants very
huge opportunities to increase their financial status. The migrants on the other
hand also proved that they were capable of taking up this business of crystallizing
the economic activity by developing new cities and finding new ways of earning
money. They not only provided means of earning for themselves but also helped

the local population in getting jobs.

*Ibid., 354.
bid., 352.

*Ibid., 356-7.
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Conclusion

Like many of the medieval migrations, Arab migration to Iraq was an
outcome of the Arab conquests followed by the formation of new colonies for the
conquerors. Politically and strategically, it was vital to injplant the victorious
nation in the areas of the defeated nation in order to control and administer those

areas. It is not a pertinent requirement in modern day conquests. For instance, in

the period of British and French colonization, there was lesser need of
permanently instilling its army or citizens in the conquered greas. The British for
instance controlled India through civil servants who used to stay in India for a few
years and usually do not settle there permanently. Furthermore, this structure led

to lesser assimilation of the cultures of the conquered and the|conqueror.

Arabs had no such mechanism to control the defeated people and land
without permanently settling there. Although at first the Ar; b state had not made
up its mind to instill its army for a longer duration in Iraq neither it had any plans
to expand itself anymore towards the East after the conquest of Iraq. After the first
phase of conquests, the armies were called back and were sent to the Syrian front,
however in the second phase, after the success of Qadissiya, ;Umar did not call
them back. Keeping in mind the previous experience, he was determined to place
a strong garrison at Iraq to consolidate the conquered areas, Still ‘Umar was not
clear about the future status of these settlements. He probably was thinking of a
temporary garrison. Yet gradually he realized that the garrisons must be kept at
Iraq for a slightly longer period. The reason was the continuoéls offensive battles

from the side of the Persian government. The troops settled at al-Kiifa, al-Basra,
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al-Mada’in and certain other smaller garrisons were used to fight against the
Persian army in those battles. This decision enhanced the ne=d of the troops to
stay at garrisons for a much longer period. They had to live there until the entire

east is taken under the control of the Arabs.

One factor which must have had affected the planning of the state was the
satisfaction and easy adjustment of the Arab populace at Iraq. The general troops
consisting of the Arab tribes were not expecting such a huge economic benefit.
They might have decided to come back if the state had forced them to live at a
new place without any significant benefits. Initially, majority of the Arab tribes
were not willing to go to the Iraqi front. Most of the tribes idealized Syria and
wanted to go to the Syrian front. The reason probably was earlier development at
the Syrian front and the reports of economic benefits from that front. Finally they
decided to move to the Iragi front on the promise of Khalid bin Walid and
Muthanna of earning huge spoils of war in Iraq. The Arabs I;ecame enthusiastic
when they saw the opportunities to go for further conciuests which mean an
opportunity to collect more spoils of war. Not only this, they claimed a right on
the revenue of all the further areas that they had conquered. This economic
prosperity not only contented the migrants, but also intensified the process of later
migrations. A huge number of later migrants entered Iraq. in the period of caliph
‘Uthmian. Their satisfaction and their will to stay at Iraq for a longer period
convinced the state not to disturb the garrisons for a very lang period. In the
period of ‘Uthman, the garrisons gradually devéloped as cities with proper
economic activity and the state had now no plans to call the migrants back to

home.
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Another factor which helped the migrants in prolonging their stay and
finally deciding to settle at Iraq was their easy adjustment with the initial
challenges of the new area. Although there were quite a few difficulties for the
Arabs but they dealt with these problems easily. The Arab migration to Iraq was
not a single-stepped movement in which the migrants had to leave their homes
immediately to be replaced by new one. Instead, migration was a slow process and
it took the migrants five to six years to settle finally in al-Kiifa and al-Basra.
Before, they kept on roaming in the form of an army whose prime motive was to
conqueror the areas. They usually resided in the areas which thpy had conquered,
for instance they stationed at al-Hira, al-Qadissiya, Shiraf, ‘Bﬁhrseer and al-
Mad@’in. A few of the migrants also went to Jaliila, Takn‘;t and Hulwan to

conqueror those areas and lived there for a considerable time.

Hence the stay at earlier migratory places was a difficult part of the
migration during which the migrants were not sure about'their future plans.
Equally they were not certain about their complete success. The army of
Muthanna was forced to leave al-Hira when major Arab army of Khalid had
moved to Syria and several areas of Iraq were retaken by the Persians.
Furthermore the climate of some of these areas was hard forhthem and Arabs had
to face certain difficulties in adjusting into this climate. The weather of Jaliila was
extremely hard for the Arabs. It has changed the color of their skins and weakened
them physically. Likewise, the climate of al-Mada’in was not suitable for the
Arabs and they occasionally complained of the moist ai;, the bees and the
mosquitoes. The weather of al-Madin had also left negative influence on the heath

of the Arabs. Sad, the commander of the Arab ariny in consultation with Umar
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decided to move the Arab army to areas which were better suited to the Arabs.
They thus finally resided in al-Kiifa which was closer to Arabia and desert and its
climate was dry as was the climate of Arabia. In the same way, the Basrans had
decided to settle in al-Basra which was a place of red stones. In addition both of
the garrisons contained sufficient water resources which not only fulfilled their

basic necessities but also helped them to develop agriculture and farming.

During their stay at earlier migratory places, they relied on raids; thus they
plundered the local population for fulfilling their basic needs of food and clothing.
They pillaged food items, cattle, valuable clothes and quite a lot of other stuff
from the villagers in order to feed their army and also the families which
accompanied them. Besides, they also captured several slaves in these raids who

were used for doing manual jobs for the conquerors.

Another factor which must have influenced the decision of the state and
the tribes to migrate was the rich revenue that Iraq was gencrating. Sawad Iraq
was a very fertile land and the Arabs immediately after their stay at al-Kiifa and
al-Basra repaired the canals and developed agriculture. Moreover they took huge
taxes from the local populace which was a source of revenue for the central
government. The further conquests also provided rich sources of revenue in the
form of spoils of war. This huge economic benefit was something which the Arabs
had never thought of. Thus the state realized that it is fruitful to place their troops

at such a rich land in order to ensure the generation of revenue from that land.

The tribes were also motivated to migrate to Iraq for several different

reasons. Some of the tribes who lived at the bank of FLuphrates showed
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extraordinary interest in going towards the Iraqi front. A few branches of Bakr bin
W2’il had been living on the front of Euphrates since a long time and had
observed the prosperity and wealth of the Iraqi cities. Furthermore many tribes of
Bakr bin Wa’il had participated in the conquest movement towards Iraq. Several
tribes of Yaman had also shown their keen interest in going towards the Iraqi
front. One of the Yemini tribe of Bajila rendered their services to fight at Iraq
while securing some financial benefits for themselves. They come for a support to
‘Umar immediately after the defeat of Jisr and ensured for themselves one third of
the spoils of war. Bajila were living a poor life and were no} happy with their
circumstances thus they took the opportunity of participating in the conquests to
improve their economic status. Similarly a few other tribes of Yaman were also
found in a larger number at al-Kiifa. The reason was their pre-Islamic contacts and
interaction with Iraq. They had fought various wars with the Iraqis and once had
controlled the whole of Sawad. During those campaigns various tribes of Yaman
were left back at al-Hira and al-Anbar. They settled in different cities of Iraq. The
Lakhm of al-Hira was also a Yamani branch of Arabs and had established their
rule at al-Hira. This earlier interaction probably encouraged them to migrate to

Iraq.

A few of the other Kahlan tribes like Madhhijj, Hamadan and Kinda
although were happy and prosperous in their hometown, were fearful of the loss of
their prestige, wealth and land with the campaigns of Khalid bin Walid and
ultimate control of their areas by Quraysh. Most of the Yaman had been the rulers
of different dynasties of Yaman or of some smaller areas. In the new political

setup the northern tribe of Mudar was in an advantageous position. Thus Yamani
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thought it better to migrate in order to settle themselves at a secure place through
which they could also share the benefits of conquests instead of losing their own

places and property.

Hence, on the whole Yaman and some tribes of Rabi’a were more
interested in settling at al-Kifa. The number of the tribes of Mudar was low
except for a few tribes like Abs, ‘Amir bin Sausah and Duadan bin Asad of
Khuzayma. Quraysh belonged to Mudar and most tribes of Mudar had closer
alliances with Quraysh, thus they rarely found the need to move to other areas.
Most of the tribes of Mudar migrated only in order to enhance their position and
to gain some very powerful position in the newly conquered areas. For instance
Thaqif of Mudar had close friendly terms with Quraysh. They only moved to
different areas of Iraq, Syria and Yaman in order to enjoy some very important
positions of power. At Iraq, Mughira bin Shu‘ba and Hajjaj bin Yisaf, the two

very important governors belonged to Thaqif.

It can also be observed that the nomadic populatioﬂ settled at Iraq in larger
numbers. One of the reasons of the migration of Yamani in larger number was
their earlier migratory behavior. Azd, Kinda and Tay’ were the famous examples.
Most of these tribes had migrated from Yaman to different areas of Arabia. A sub-
tribe of Kinda was ruling at Diima-tul-Jandal and had played an important role in
the politics of al-Hira. They helped the Lakhm to establish their rule at al-Hira.
Likewise most of the tribes of Rabl’a who migrated were nomads. On the other
hand, the settled tribe of Ansar, Quraysh, Hanifa and Thaqif had migrated in lesser

numbers and many of them had come back to their places after the conquests.
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Ansir were in a larger number in the armies of conquests but their number

decreased immediately after conquests.

Once, the migrants had moved and settled at al-Kiifa and al-Basra, a new
life began. Migration had brought various changes in their lives, most of which
were related with their own migratory group. The changes that were related with
the migratory place were easily dealt with by the migrants. They easily overcome
the climatic difficulties of the new areas. They also managed to deal with the
problems of the earlier migratory places. Their social inter;ction with the locals
was also not problematic and they kept good relations with them. Their relations
with the slaves and mawali were also smooth apart from the revolt of al-Mukhtar

in which the slaves and the mawali supported al-Mukhtar against the leading

nobles of the Arabs.

Thus the changes related with the migratory place were easily
accommodated and adjusted by the migrants. On the other hand, they were unable
to cope with the changing structure of their own migratory grbup. The most vital
transformation that migration brought in their lives was the urban living style and
the new state structure. The migrants were composed of several different tribes of
Arabia who had to live together in one garrison. It remarkably changed the earlier

existing tribal structure of the tribes and gradually transformed it.

The composition of garrisons was multi-tribal. Yet, surprisingly it had not
resulted into any notable tribal conflicts in Iraq contrary to the fact that many of
the settled tribes were enemies in pre-Islamic times. Tamim and Bakr bin Wa’il

had always been considered as rival tribes. Still, there was only an insignificant



252

tribal conflict between Azd and Tamim in which Bakr bin WZ’il acted as allies of
Azd. Otherwise, the tribes learned to live peaceﬁjlly with each other. Again the
reason was the transformation in the tribal structure and th= formation of new
socio-economic patterns in the migrant’s society. The tribal iclentity was no more
significant as the most important notions of identity and security provided by the
tribes vanished away. The new structure was run by the state. Tribal chief was
then selected by the state and he was a government official instead of the sole
representative of the tribe. He was given the salaries and all other benefits by the
government, thus he learnt to obey the government even if he has to sacrifice the
duty to protect his clansmen. The rebel of the state was also his enemy, no matter
if he belongs to his own tribe. This shift was however gradual. The Arabs tried to
retain their old tribal and cultural values and there are examples of people who

were eager to support their tribesmen or their guests.

The transformation melted down the tribal identiti¢s but resulted in the
development of new identities, based on either regional or political and
ideological foundations. These identities were stronger than the tribal identities.
The transformation basically occurred due to the change of the Arab tribes from
independent tribesmen to regular army. Furthermore the transformation occurred
due to the relationship between the tribesmen mainly consisting of army and the
state. The migrants considered the conquest as a result of their personal efforts and
thus desired to control all the resources of the conquered areas. The state on the
other hand began to assert its authority gradually and thus a tussle between the

two began.
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The seditious elements took advantage from this situation and initially
when caliph ‘Uthman had tried to emphasize the authority of the state, the
situation was deliberately worsened. Likewise in the reign of ‘Ali, all enthusiastic
contenders of power based their activities in Iraq. ‘Ayi’sha, Talha and Zubayr
decided to initiate their revolt from al-Basra. In the later period, after the death of
Yazid, Ibn Zubayr took control of Irag. Yet in the meanwhile Mukhtir Thaqafi,
another fervent contestant for ascendancy revolted and took tpe hold of al-Kiifa.
Thus Iraq always remained an important political centre for tht; political elite and

it was overwhelmed by the civil wars and occasional revolts.

For migrants, the most vital task was to deal with the increasing influence
of the state. They responded in different ways to this increasing control which
resulted into the formation of several new identities in the new set-up.
Furthermore the initial civil wars and attachment of migrants into rival political
groups also resulted in the formation of new groups and identities amongst the
migrants. Most of these groups had their clashes with the government yet all of

them had adopted different strategies to deal with these clashes.

. The three most important groups which emerged in Iraq were ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya, khawarij and shi’a. The most powerful group was the ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya, the victors of Qadissiya including both ridda aﬁd non-ridda tribesmen.
This group always enjoyed a special status and exceptional economic benefits. But
unfortunate for them, their migration was followed by a heavy wave of later
migrants resulting into the loss of their privileged position and their exclusive

economic rewards. In addition, their benefits and status was further curtailed by
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the state which by virtue of its authority considered its right over the victory of
Iraq and its resources. The shi‘a and khawarij were more strict opponents of the
existing regime and had organized more revolts. Thus the state was also strict
towards both of these groups and except for a few occasions, it employed force to

deal with them.

Ahl-ul-Qadisiyya began their new migratory life by means of a very safe
and secure course of action. They began to assert their control in the affairs of the
state during the period of caliph Umar by dictating the caliph about the choice of
the governors. This attitude was discouraged by caliph ‘Uthmin who thought it
better to gradually increase the control of the state. He had probably under-
estimated the power of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya, who were supported by a few of the
political elite at Madina as well. ‘Uthmin tried to enhance the control of the state
over the finances of Iraq. He particularly wanted the state to have more authority
over the fay land which was considered as the collective spoils of war of the ahl-
ul-Qadisiyya. They were not ready to withdraw or share their spoils, thus began a

movement against ‘Uthman ultimately leading to his murder.

The ahl-ul-Qadisiyya, like many other groups turned towards ‘Alf and
chose him as the next caliph. Ali came up with a different agenda, but
unfortunately was initially caught up with several crisis and revolts. He was not
ready to make any compromises with the rebel groups thus he decided to rely
more on the support of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and a few of the Hasmites and Ansar.
‘All instigated the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya to support him in the civil wars which they

did on the hope of enhancing their economic and political status. But the
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prolonged civil wars disappointed the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. Furthermore ‘Alf had
given important positions of governorships to Ansar and Hashmites. ahl-ul-
Qadisiyya thought it futile to fight on behalf of Ali, thus deserted him and

serenely accepted the new caliph Mu‘awiya.

Again to their disappointment, Mu‘awiya gradually began to exert his
influence over the finances of Iraq. In addition his governor Ziyad was strict and
rude towards the migrants including the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. Thus on the death of
Mu‘awiya, the leading ahl-ul-Qdadisiyya wrote letters to Husayn to call him to
assume power but left him alone when he came to ai-Kﬁfa for revolt. This
gradually turned out to be the general attitude of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. They supported
those who were in power and deserted them when their position declined. They
deserted Ziyad after he became weakened and accepted the authority of Ibn
Zubayr. They severely opposed the rule of Mukhtar who was talking of giving
equal rights to the later migrants and the slaves and mawali. With the support of
the governor of Ibn Zubayr, they defeated Mukhtar and killed a huge number of
later migrants and mawali. Yet they were not obliged to Ibn-Zubayr and happily
accepted the ascendency of ‘Abdiil Malik when they saw that the power of Ibn-

Zubayr had obliterated.

‘Abdul Malik, being a powerful caliph desired to assert the power of the
state in a much more forceful way as compared to earlier caliphs. He thus chose
al-Hajjaj to control the Iraqi migrants. The persuasive policies of al-Hajjaj
compelled the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya to leave their policy of diplomatic appeasement

and acting as pressure group. Instead, they decided to rise in an open revolt
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against the authorities. Al-Hajjdj was concerned to put his control over the Iraqi
army due to which the army revolted under the leadership Abdul Rehman bin
Ash‘t bin Qays, one of the descendents of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya. Unfortunate for ahl-
ul-Qadisiyya, the revolt was completely subdued by al-Hajjaj thus routing the
influence and role of ahl-ul-Qadisiyya in the polity of Iraq. They could never rose
again as contenders of power and were replaced by the Syrian army. Their
prestigious positions, their influence over the selection of governors as well as

their financial benefits were snatched away by the government.

The two other groups khawarij and shT ‘a responded to the state control in a
quite different manner. They were less diplomatic and less compromising.
Khawarij and shi'a hold contradictory political views. Khawdrij claimed that
anyone of the believers can hold the highest political position of the caliph. On the
other hand, shi’'a believed in restricting the position only for the family of the
Prophet (PBUH) and the descendents of Ali. Khawarij were more extremists in
their views and were not ready to surrender to any kind of the state control. Apart
from having a political view, they also developed a religious ideology. This was a
confused religious concept which was developed by some of the pious men
amongst them. They were also violent towards those who did not accept their
ideology. They initially rebelled against Ali, kept on opposing Muwaiyah and

were completely annihilated by Ibn Ziyad.

The later khawarij had not emerged from this same group. They were
numerically much larger than the initial kAwarij. However they had adopted the

religious ideology of the earlier khawarij and had modified it according to their
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needs. Their actual desire was to attain freedom from the state control and to gain
a control over the revenues of Iraq which they considered to be their right. Their

religious ideology supported their agenda.

Shi’a, on the other hand were initially not very outwards and rebellious. At
first they were not ideologically drifted towards ‘Alil. Furthermore, they never
threw off complete allegiance to the authorities. They instead accepted the rule of
Mu‘awiya but with a dislike. Ziyad, the governor of Mu‘awiya was strict towards
them. When Husayn had revolted, they were not very particular about supporting
him but the murder of Husayn left a strong impact on them. The sh?’a ideology in
fact grew after that incident, The shi’a repented over their attitude and showed an
emotional attachment towards the family of the Prophet (PBUH). When Mukhtar
called them to take revenge from the murderers of Husayn, they fully supported
him. Yet even after that none of the major shi'a revolts were a success. An
abortive effort was made by Zayd, the grandson of Husayn ;o revolt against the

authorities but practically he was not supported by his shi’a group.

Thus the migrants had gradually transformed from the independent
tribesmen to submissive citizens with the increasing control of the state. The
migrants tried in various ways to averse this state control but were ultimately
failed. State proved itself to be more powerful and assertive than the several
groups of migrants. Migration had definitely improved the economic status of the
migrants, yet they were not able to retain these benefits for a much longer period.
The migrants had come at first as soldiers but their replacement with the Syrian

army deprived them of all economic benefits which they used to withdraw from
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their military services. The migrants gradually diverted their attention to
agricultural and commercial activity. They started new businesses and earned
huge wealth from it. Thus at the end of the Umayad period, majority of them had
loosened their status of military men and had been transformed as urban
merchants and businessmen. Their tribal identity was almost vanquished and the
religious and political identity of khawarij continued to exist for another brief
period but the ideological identity of shi’a continued to exist till today and had
altered into various shapes. It seems that majority of the ahl-ul-Qadisiyya were
pacified yet there is a need to further explore the role of akl-ul-Qadisiyya in the
early ‘Abbasid period. Likewise there is much space to further identify the various
groups that emerged in Iraq including qurra’. The present study has slightly
touched the issues but there is a need to further explore it. It is equally significant
to find out the relationship between qurra’, ahl-ul-Qadisiyya and khawarij. In the
same manner, it is important to find out the original identity, interests and
motivation of the early khawarij, the issues which are not highlighted by the

sources.
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