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Preface

In the name of Allah the most beneficent the most merciful!

We seek refuge in AIIah (*.It;-e {b+-) from the evil of our souls and from the

wickedness of our deeds' 'Whoever Allah ('J;3 dl-+-) guides cannot be led astray and

vrhoever is led astray shall find none orher to guide him. May the peace and blessings

ofAllahbeupontheRighteous?rophetMuhammad(Allah'speaceandblessingsbe

on him), his Family, Companions and the follovzers of the guided path'

Pakistanisthefirstlslamicstatewhichwasfoundedinthenameofareligion;

Islam, and Islam was declared as the state religion. Its constitutioo says that no law

couidbemadewhichisopposedtolslam.TheRepublicofPakistanisanlslamicstate

with the majoriry of 96.68 o/o Muslim population in it. However there are many other

religious followers also living in the country' The Christians are in the majority

among the minorities with 1'59olo of the total population of the country'

\flefindminoritiesinPakistan,havingfullfreedomoftheirexpressionand

pracrices. In accordance with the constitution of Islarnic Republic of Pakistan' they

enjoyfreedomoflivingandreligiouspractices.SotheChristiansarerunningtheir

institutes, seminaries, missionaries and churches all over Pakistan without any

difficulty and having all protection in their rights equal to Muslims'

There is an independent chapter regarding blasphemy iaws in the Pakistan

penal code which is called chapter XV Offences against Religion' This chapter

contains four secdons 295,296,297 and2gS.Basically these sections deal with the insult

ofanyreligion,outrageofreligiousfeelingsofanyclassbyinsulringitsreligionor



religious beliefs, defiling the Holy Qur'an' use of derogatory remarks in respect of the

HolyProphetAllah'speaceandblessingsbeonhim'disrurbingreligiousassembly'

trespassingonburialplace,utteringwordsvlithdeliberateintenttowoundreligious

{eelings, use of derogatory words in respect of holy Personages and misuse of epithets'

descriptions and tirles reserved for certain holy personages or places. And the last part

ofthesectionisaboutQuadianigroupcallingthemselvesMuslimsorpreachingor

propagating their faith'

These provisions specifically deal with the Islamic law related to blasphemy but

theimportantpointisthattheseprovisionsdonotdifferenriatebetweenMuslimsand

non-Muslims.Thesamepunishmenthasbeenprescribedforalloffendersliableunder

these sections whether Muslims or Non Muslims'

:Accordingtotheselawsrrecandefinetheblasphemytobeanyspokenor
writtenword,anydeedoractwhichisspecificallyaimedatcriticizingofGod,snature

insuldngordishonoringGodorHissacredentitywhichmeanstovzardtheholy

Personages'religiousartifacts,customs,andbeliefs.Thesamedefinitioncanalsobe

derived from different dictionaries, encyclopedias and religious terms related to

blasPhemY'

The laws of Blasphemy in Pakistan have become the source of a number of

controversies especially the article 2g5-C' blasphemy law against the Holy Prophet

be on him). We find these laws under much

even then vie find some different opinions

Muhammad (Allah's

criticism. If we see

peace and blessings

the Muslims side



regardint this law. There is a maiorizy who accepts these laws and considers them

perfect laws; meanwhile there is a group of thought among Muslims in Pakistan which

isoftheviewthatsomeprovisionsshouldbechanged.AsforasChrisdancommunlty

isconcerned,theyarenotinfavorofthedeathsentencerelatedtotheblasphemy

against the Holy Prophet (Allah,s peace and blessings be on him). They think it

shouldberemoved.AndtherewefindsomeProtestsagainsttheselawsandmany

incidents related to this issue'

No doubt that the concePt of blasphemy is found in every religion but now a

days it is associated more with Islam and especially with Pakisnn. Many human rights

organization are also presendng these laws as a horrible issue in the world' Moreover'

it is being propagated by the west that the Islamic laws of blasphemy limit the basic

righm of people related to freedom of religion and expression'

This study will analyze the different attitudes of Pakistani Muslims and

Christians about article 295-C with the help of available materials on the topic but

. most of the analyses vdll be done on the basis of surveys among Muslim and christian

communiries. The major reason to choose christian community for this research is

because they are in majoriry among the minorities of Pakistan and in the history of

blasphemy recorded cases in Pakistan, mostly Chrisrians are the victims among the

minorities and they use to Protest against these laws'



- Chrisdans being majoriry

ProPagate these laws as disPuted

\West; alwaYs suPPort these

Meanwhile different kinds

Thus the topic of this srudy will be *The I:ws of Blasphemy in Pakistan and

Muslim,ChristianAttiude"(Ananalyticalsurvey)whichwillanalyz'ethedifferent

attitudesofMuslimsandChristiansonBlasphemyLawsespeciallyonarticle295.C'

lVhy I selected this ToPic?

During my coursework' I had a proiect on some articles published in 
'41

Mwshir,ajournalwhichispublishedfromChristianstudyCenterRawalpindi.Imade

acriticalevaluationofsevenselectedarticlesrelatedtotheblasphemyandonthe

statusoftheHolyMuhammad(Ailah,speaceandblessingsbeonhim).Almostineach

articlelfoundcriticismonthelawsregardingblasphemyandtheShan,atBillin

Pakistan.Inthesearticleslalsohadtoviewthecriticismonsomecasesanditwasalso

pointedoutinthesearticlesthattheselawsaremisusedinPakistanparticularlyagainst

the Christian communiry'

Pakistanisanlslamicstatewhichhasnorighttoenforceanylawwhichis

againstthespiritoflslam.Islamprovidesfundamenralrightstoallcommunitiesliving

underitsshed.ThatiswhyalltheminoritieslivinginPakistanhavethesameequal

humanrightswithMuslims'AlltheseoffencesaresameforMuslimsandNon

Muslims. There is not any kind of difference between these groups'

Importance of the ToPic

communities and

of Human Righs

in the

issue.

organizations are also raise these issues which need to be solved'



-

TheblasphemylawinPakistanisveryhotissuenowadays.Forexample,in

July, 2009 a very sorrowful incident happened with Christian community in a village

of Goya,in the province of Puniab' in which nine people including children and

v/omenwereburntalive.Almosttotalvillagewasalsoburntandallthehousesvlere

destroyed'TheunfortunateincidentinGojrahasstartedcrisesbetweenChristiansand

Muslimsasitvrasbroadcastedbyworldmedia,whichimpactedPakistan,spoliticsas

well as economy'

These laws

relationshiPs. Being

in ?akistan have an importance regarding

a minoriry in ?akistan, it is very important

Muslim Christian

that hosr theY find

themselvesfreeintheirreligiousPracticesandfreedomofspeech,Beingabig

communiryinPakistan,theyhaveagrealsocialrelationshipwithMuslims,whichis

also an imPortant fact'

ThestatusoflawshasalsoanimportanceregardingMuslimChristiandialogue'

InrelationvziththistopicwecancriticallyrevievrthePakistanPenalCode.

InPakistan,differentChristianscholarshavewrittenonissuesrelatedto

blasphemyespeciallyonarticle2g5.Candtriedtofindoutthesolution.\flhatkindo{

literaturetheyareprovidingtoChristiansinPakistanthroughtheirproperchannels.

LivinginanlslamicStatewhattheythinkaboutthelawsofPakistanandwhatthey

wanttobeeliminatedfromPakistanilavrsandwhatkindoflslamiclawstheyconsider

:
harm{ul for their minoritY'



Statement of the Problem

ThisresearchhasbeenundertakenwiththebriefreviewofPakistan,sblasphemylaws

focus on article 295-C with the background of the history of blasphemy laws in

Pakistan.Theenforcementoftheselawswasstartedsincelg82.Thisstudywill

examinetheattitudesofMuslimsandChrisdanstowardstheblasphemylawson

anicle 295-c. \(hether, the both communities have similar opinions about these laws

orthereissomekindofdifferenceintheirattitudes'Thenroseewhetherboth

considertheselawsasgoodoragainsthumanrights.Vewiilstudydifferentattitudes

considering these laws as very necessary or with offenses or without the death

sentence or totally these laws are cruel and against the human rights'

Hypothesis:

o Both, Muslims and Christians' consider these larps as good'

.Muslimsconsidertheselawsveryessentialbutadmitthatitsfalseuse

exists in the societY'

Christians and some Muslims consider these laws against the human

rights and they demand the removal of these laws'

Some Christians say that there should be blasphemy laws but the death

punishment should be removed'



Literature Review

Ghustakh-e-Rx:g! ki Saza Qatl

ThisvaluableUrdubookletisinfactwrittenstalementofSyedAhmadSaeedKazmi

(a great scholar) published by Kazmi Publicadons' Kachehri Road' Multan' is

regardingsbariatpetitiontotheFederaIsharwtCourtofPakistan.Itdescribesclearly

theonlypunishmentforthecrimeofProphethoodbiasphemy,isdeathaccordingto

thecommandmentoftheHolyQrrr,analdahadithandviewofthecompanionsofthe

Holy Prophet May Allah's peace and blessings be on him)' The writer states that the

sameviewpointiurisprudentsofallMuslimsschooisofthoughthave'andnooneis

againstthispunishment.Attheendthewriterisinvievrthatthislawmustnottobe

misused for innocents,

Namfr *aN sdlat Aor Qinfrn'e'Toheen'e'Nsilat

This urdu book is written by Muhammad Ismaeel Quraishi, published by Al-Faisai

NashranSrTajraneKutubLahoreinFeb.2006.Thewriterwasasenioradvocateof

the Supreme court of Pakistan. Basically, his book is an encyclopedia of decisions

nken by different courts of the Worid Human Rights organizations' \(/estern'

EuropeanandPakistaniCounsinthecasesofblasphemy.Meanwhile,somedecisions'

incidentsindifferentMuslim'shistory'havebeenalsomentionedinthisbook'Inthe

seven chapters of his book, the writer states blasphemy against the Holy Prophet' laws

of blasphemy and punishments according to the Holy Qnr'an aod ahadlth' He also



statestheselawsinthelightofnationallyandinternationallybehavior.Attheendhe

describessomedecisionukenbycourtsinPakistanandinothercountriesrelatedto

blasphemY

The christians of Pakistan: the passion of Bishop John Joseph

The book is written by Linda S' \0albridge' which was published by Routledge New

York 8r London 2003' In May 1998' John Joseph' the first native Pakistani Catholic

bishop,shothimselfinfrontofthecourthousewhereaChristianhadbeensentenced

todeathforblasphemy.ThisbooktellsthestoryoftheChristiansinPakistan,with

BishopJosephasitsfocus.ItalsodealswithenculrurationinthePakistanichurch,the

rise of native clergy' conflicts betvreen the local church and Rome' the rise of

,fundamentalist,Islamandthepositionofwomeninsocieryandchurch.Ittracesthe

growthoftheCatholicChurchinPakistaninciudingthedisputeovertheblasphemy

laws that led to the Bishop's death' The book ends with a discussion of the ethical and

political issues involved in the Bishop's Protest suicide'

Freedom of Religion, Apostasy and Islam

ThetwoeditorsKevinBoyle&JulietSheenwrotethisrepotwhichwaspublishedby

Routledge, New York 1997' This book' argues that the law of aPostasy and its

punishmentbydeathinlslamiclawisuntenableinthemodernperiod'Apostasy

conflictswithavarieryoffoundationtextsoflslamandwiththecurrentphiiosophy

10



of human rights. Debate on freedom of religion as a human right takes place not only

in the 
.western worrd but arso in Muslim communities throughout the world. The

authors shovr the diversity of opinions among early Muslims on the punishment'

highligbting a vasr amount of Qu'enic texts in favor of freedom of religion in the

consrruction of the law of apostasy. The authors discuss arguments by Muslims

scholars today for an absolute freedom of religion and for removal the punishment of

aPostasy.

Islam and Human Rights: tradition and politics

The book is by a wesrern author Ann Elizabeth Mayer, was published by Weswiew

press, 4d edition, 2OO7.In this revised and updated edition, the author offers critical

assessmenrs of recent Isiamic human rights schemes and comPares with the Islamic

mentioned including Pakistan. The second chapter talks about the human rights, with

11

legal heritage and with international human rights law. This edition considers recent

developments in human righm law and policy. Some examples are discussed from

Egypt and Iran wirh the connection of Human fughts. In addition, the debates on

whether Islam stands in the way of human rights are also the part of this book.

Human Rights in Pakistan

The book by M.G. Chirkara, APH Publishing,

three main topics related to Pakistani issues' In

Catn New Dehli, 1997, deals with

the first chapter history of Asia is



abriefdiscussionhowtheserighcareusedinPakistanalthoughhecriticizes.Atthe

end,thewriterstatesthepolidcalsituationwithitsdefinition,inthisconnectionhe

definesthefreedomofhumanrightsaodmentionsthepoliticalfreedomandsecuriry

also.Atlast,thehumanrightswiththepoliticalrelationshipofPakistanarediscussed.

AnotherbookwiththesameritleHumanRighrcinPakistan'FromZwlfi'karAli

BhuttotoMusbarraf'byM'H'syedEhsanulHaq'PentagonPress'2007'alsodiscusses

thesameimportantissuesintheeraofZulfikarAliBhuttotoMusharrafandprovides

ananalyticalandincisiveaccountofallthedevelopmentinPakistanipoliticsright

fromthedeclarationofAhamadiyasasnon.MuslimandPakistanasanlslamicstateby

Zu|fikarAliBhuttolothenewcharteroflifetoreligious{orcesbyPewezMusharra{.

APostasy' Blasphemy and Religious Freedom in Islam and Christianity

TheaimoftheresearcheristofindoutaPostasy,blasphemyandreligious{reedomin

IslamandChristianiry.InthefirstchaPtertheresearcherisinviewthatlslamisclear

enough in considering aPostasy blasphemy heinous crimes' unbearable in an Islamic

sateanddescribesthelslamicsxanceofaPostasy,blasphemyandreligiousfreedom.

\flhile in second chapter, the concept of apostasy, blasphemy and religious freedom

according ro Christianiry is mentioned' However the writer analyze the case o{

Pakistaninthelastchapterandfindstheselavzsassuredforallcitizensaccordingtothe

constitution of the country'

t2



Blasphemy Er Freedom of Speech: The Islamic Perspective

The research work of Hajrah Saboor at IIUI irt 2OO7 'is 
based on the status of the

blasphemywithinthelslamiclegalsystemandcompareswiththehumanrights.

Especiallyshevorksfortherightfreedomo{speechandexpressioninlslam'Theiirst

chaPterattemPtsblasphemyintermoflslamiclawbyquotingvarious.,ersesfromthe

HolyQ0r,analdahadith.IhesecondchapterdiscussesmodernconcePtoffreedomof

speechwiththefrarneworkoflslamiclaws.ThethirdchapterattemPtsthestatusof

blasphemyaccordingtoPurPoseoflslamiclaws.Thelastchapterstatesthe

punishment o{ blasphemy wrthin the Islamic laws'

Main Motives of the ToPic

l.Tostudytheblasphemylawsespeciallyarricle2g5-Cirtthe?akistanPenal

Code, with its brief history'

2' The need of these lavrs'

3. Hovr do Islam and Christianiry define these laws?

4' Muslim scholars' attitude to these laws'

5' To study the agreed and disagreed points beween Muslims and Christians'

6' To study why the Christians Protest against these laws'

T.ToevaluatetheessenceofChristianityabouttheselawsinPakistanwiththeir

belief sYstem'

S.Tostudywhethertheirthoughtsdemonstraterealityornot?Iftheydo'then

to what extent?

13



INTRODUCTION

The Pakistan Penal Code does not have any specific definition of the word

'Blasphemy'. Even we cannot find this word in the law books' On the other hand'

there is a specific chapter XV regarding blasphemy lavrs in PPC' However' this word

is very well known in common talks, especially now a days, it is a burning issue tn

media, not only in Pakistan but also in West'

If we see different dictionaries' we

However, there is a similariry among all the

Defining the word "BlasPhemY"

The lexical meaning of blasphemy is to use any disrespect word to God or for

something which is sacred'1

Etymology of the word 'BlasPhemY'

Thewordof.blasphemy,isderivedfromaGreekterm.blesph€mous,andal,atin

word 'blasphemous' meaning defaming or speaking evil':

Tbe Vordsaorth, Dictionary of Beli'efi & Religions defines blasphemy as any

word, sign or action which intentionally insulm the goodness of God or is offensive to

God.'

, htro://www.w.b*.rr-onli*dictionary'org/synonyms/blasphemy 
accessed on:24-12'201a' 10;07 am'

j Leonard \[. Lery, .Sf*p],; ira.o Cniirrl* C""*p,;-i" il, e Enryclopedta of Retigion' Editor in-

chiel Mircea Eliade (New 
""iil\i**r1"" 

p"uuru* c5*p,'v. is8D. '"i'z' f.111^o" 
another place

"it is derived from Greek word blaptein which is ''-i"p"1 
'o' 

pht-" leaning 
repumtion"' See

http://www.neo'rd'.nt'o'g/t'-'-I*n/olsss''htm 
(accessed on January 26' 2011)'

find veriry of synonyms of this word'

meanings Present in dictionaries'
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The concept of blasphemy has never remained fixed' It has ranged from ancrent

Hebrew crime of cursing the ineffable name of God to irreverent statements that

outrage the religious sensibilities of others' 
a

Blasphemy is always regarded as an abuse of liberty and reveals what a socrety

cannor and will not tolerate. The classical definition of blasphemy is disparaging and

evil remarks about God, the sacred things't

Theseventeenth.cenruryScottishjuristepitomizedblasphemybycallingir

"treason against God"''

According to the Encyclopedia of Britannica' "the irreverence toward a deity

or deities and by extension the use of profaniry is blasphemy"'7

Blasphemy implies the idea of irreverence and profanity'8

j 
The lvord.sworth , Dictionary of Beliefs & Retigiors (London: \vordswonh Editions Ltd'' 1995)' p'70

until the Enlightenment, i, *;;;';Jr"iv a')'r' Pi::tl'*I lf :i'"'"'*i:.:::::'i.::ifff:*
:l'1.'i:#:il;?#H;j,il,;;#l.,o"a i{itinuor.',ed careress orinsuiringspeech about

God. In many christian .o,*r1", it is technically a crime, and is extended to include the denial or

ridicule of God. Chrisr ..,fr. Si;., but th. 1.- ls seldom invoked' It is also a crime in certain non-

Chrisrian (eg Islamic) countries'

The contemporrry '.l.u"rr..lrrd 
range of application of rhe law of blasphemy became a particular issue

in the UK in 1979 with the prosecution {or blasphemous liable against Gay News and iw editor for

publishing tn 1976 inittur,r.rJJ ffiI..[rrg *i h , homosexual fantasy about the crucified Christ'

Since then there have b.."';;J;;.orp,Ld pror..,.,tions agaiast various.works' perhaps the most

notable furore being rhe ,p.-rr.J i' lsas, touo*iog the publicadon of Salman Rushdie's book' The

Saunic Verses (1988).

The Muslim community considered this work offensive to their religion, and an official death threat

;;t*d ;, Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini' against RusL lie as a blasphemer'

' Tbe Enqclopedi.a of Religion,vol'2, p'zl8'
5Ibid.

l'?$;ron.*r" in The Nea Ettcycropcria Bntannica, Ediror in-chief philip \il. Goerz (chicago:

Encyclopedia Britannica, ltt', is8ii' r!- Edirion' vo.I'2' pp'74'75' lt.also menrions that blasphemy has

points in com,,,on *i,h h";;; i;i, iir*.rrlrr.a lro* i, i' that heresy consism of holding a belief

conffaFy' ro the orthodox on'
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Any oral or written reproach and maliciously cast upon God' His name'

attributes, or religion or in general blasphemy may be described as consistence tn

speaking evil of the Deiry and with impious PurPose to derogate from the divine

majesry, and to alienate the minds of others from the love and reverence of God' It is

purposelytousewordsconcerningGod'calculatedanddesignedtoimpairand

destroythereverence,resPect'andconfidenceduetoHimastheintelligentcreator'

governor, and iudge of the world'e

But in common way in the West blasphemy has come to mean any indifferent

or irreverent act, words or artirude ro anything that is generally considered sacred or

inviolable.

The \Yebstsr\ New College Dictionary defines blasphemy as irreverent remarks

look into these descriptions, most of them mention that any

referring to any Person of thing regarded as sacred'lo

According rc Oxford Dictionarlblasphemy means"'behavior of language that

insultsorshovzalackofresPectforGodorreligion"t'

These are some of definitions which provide us the glst of blasphemY. If we

disrespecdul remark

againstGodisblasphemy.However,someofdictionariesandencyclopediasalsostate

s lbid. it mentions 
.Thus ir is not blasphemous to deny the existence of God or ro question established

rents of the Chrisrian faith t"tot'tti' l' done in a-mocking.^rd derisive s!ltn:. 
,^,,t \,{i.n 1990). rrents of the Chrisrian taith uflIess t s 1s oorrc ur 

;; 1Uia, Sr. paul, Minn, 1990), 6'h
i--itr* Black\ Laze pi,ctionary, Editor in-chief Bryan

i\iiir;!r,r"ri; rvorrd corege Dictionary,Editor in-chief Michaer Agnes pSA: simson and schuster

:?Z:;i';';rY;iT;i;Il:', Dictionary,Editor in-chier Sallv vehmeie (L-ondon: oxrord Universitv

Pres, 2000), 6'r' Edition, p rfz' it 
"ho 

itfi"t' blaspheme i tc) 
'pt"ft 

about God or the Holy things of a

panicular religion in an offensive way'
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that any profanity, disrespect or evil speaking against God sacred things' is blasphemy'

In this connecrion, we would like ro prefer the definition of Oxford Dictionary and the

w,ebster\ Neat College Dictionary,which are closer to our topic as vrell as to the Lalils

of Blasphemy in Pakistan.

Definition of BlasPhemY Laws

The above mendoned definitions give us the only lexical and literal meanings of

blasphemy. To look at its legal definition we have to review the laws dictionaries and

the enforced laws of blasphemy in different parts of the world according to which

blasphemy is considered as a criminal offence'

There is a major question that the irreverence towards supposed holy

personages, religious artifacts, cusroms, and beliefs is treated as a crime or not in law'

Legal Dictionary defircs rhe crime of insulting or showing contemPt or lack of

reverence for God or a religion and its doctrines and writings and especially for God is

offenseable under the laws.

In English Law, blasphemy is the offences of speaking evil against the matter

related to God, Jesus Christ, the Bible, or the Book of Common Prayer intended to

hurt the feeling of mankind and harred against the church by law's esrablished.r:

Lz Deluxe Black's lau Dictionary, p.77l.Th.e same definidon may be seen on Stroud's Judicial Dictionary

of words and Phrase, rdito. ir-chief John s. James (I-ondon: Sweet & Maxwell Limited), 4'h Edition,

pp.2g6-297.See more on Pocket L.* Di.tiorr".y, cochran's Law Lexicon Dicdonary, Editor in-chief

U7i["- C. Cochran (Lahore: Pakistan Educational Press, 1976)'

17



ln European and American countries, the lavr of blasphemy concerns covers all

acts, sayings or attitude which violate the sanctiry of God' or the other members of

the Holy TrinitY'

Blasphemy is a crime in common.law punishable by fine and imprisonment' It

, consists five of articles which are considered to be blasphemous i'e' making fun of or

irreverently ridiculing or impugning the doctrines of the Christian faith; or uttering or

publishing conrumelious reproaches of Jesus christ; or in profane scoffing at the Holy

Scriptures or exposing any Part thereof to contemPt or ridicule'lr

The essence of the crime consists of the impious PurPose in using the words'

and does nor necessarily include the performance of any desecrating act' In the Mosaic

Law rhe crime of blasphemy vzas understood as widely as, "showing disrespect for

God, doubting his powers, and even disobeying his commandments"'ra

Biasphemy can also occur if one claims to be God or Possesses Powers similar

to God. Indeed the first Sufi marryr, Manslr al Hallaj, was executed in922 CEby the

caliph of that time, for claiming to be God. FIis famous statement 'ana al Haqq' (u\

qeJl) (I am rhe Truth or God) was alleged to have rhreatened the security of the state

due to his theological adventurism.'i

t1 lf,/ords and Pbrase Legally Defined, Edhor n-chief (London: Butterrvorths and co', 1981)

'* L.\fl. Le.ry, "Blasphem/: Verbal offence Agai:rst the Sacred from Moses to Salman Rushdie (New

York: Krropf, 1993), p.3.
15 Theodore Gabriel, Cbistian in an Islamic State: Tbe Pak*un Experience (England: Ashgate Publishing

Limited, 2007), p. 59
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The term blasphemy is being used in different meanings in different religions

but theologians have commonly described blasphemy as a sin against faith. But the

modern theoiogians, however, define it more specifically as the act of claiming for

oneself the powers and rights of God, but also any profane act, utterance or wrltlng

against God.

In Judaism only God can be blasphemed, however, the punishment for this

rype of offence 'death by stoning'was applicable only if the blasphemer offended the

name of God. In other cases excommunication was the most common punishment'

However, two witnesses $/ere necessary to warn the person about the consequences of

his or her acrion. According to tbeJeaish Encyclopedia, blasphemy is "evil or profane

speaking of God".t6

In view of the above mentioned definitions r /e can say that blasphemy laws rn

legislative system of a country are the most powerful tools against religious offences'

The fact is, however, they limit free speech grounded on a subjective condition which

may lead to a number of abuses in the end. Blasphemy laws are designed to Protect the

religion. It can also be considered that the blasphemy laws are a tool for religious

Protectron.

Different countries of rhe world have different punishments against these

and it may be concluded from above discussion that these lavzs are meant to

ru See: Jewish Encyclopedia, at hrp://www. jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3354-blasphemy (accessed

on 21-06-20L2 at 12:06 pm)

Iaws

keep
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intact religious and social integriry of the sociery and to prevent any body to utter or

show any sign of disrespect towards the holy person or the doctrines of any religion'

20



CHAPTER 1

A HISTORICAL SURVEY OF BLASPHEMY LA\IIS IN PAKISTAN

INTRODUCTION

After having a look at the definition of blasphemy particularly in legal and religious

context in derail, let us now move to the history of blasphemy iaws in Pakistan"

on August L4, lg47 a Muslim sovereign stare Pakistan appeared on the map of

the world, later called the Islamic Republic of Pakistanls. Pakistan is the Fatherland of

rhe Pak Nation. In other words, it is the land which lies in the north-west of the

continent of Dinia, otherwise known as the Sub-continent of India.le

Before ,Me discuss the history of blasphemy laws in Pakisan, we mention here

those offences which are related to rhe blasphemy laws in Pakistan Penal Code in

Chapter XV.

295,Ini lace of worshiD. with Intent to insult the on of

anv class: Vhoever destroys, damages or defiles any place of worship, or any object

held sacred by any class of persons with the intention of thereby insulting the religion

of any class of persons or with the knowledge that any class of persons is likely to

consider such desrruction damage or defilement as an insult to their religion shall be

punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to

ttr/o years, or with fine, or with both.

'' The word 'Pakistan' literally means "the land of pure" or the "pure land" which v'"s coined by

Chudhary Rahmat Ali a Graduate studenr in Cambridge. It was comprised v'ith Punjab (P), Afghan (A)

N.rg7.F.P, Kashmir (K), Sindh (S), Bluchistan (Tan). These letters of the component unir (Pakistan)

formed rhe name of the country.
,s The Constitution of rhe Islamic Republic of Pakistan Amended till 27'h Ocr. 2002, Govt. of Pakistan,

Ministry of Law, Justice, Human Rights and Parliamentary Affairs. Art: 1(1)

', Rahmat A]i, Ch. "Pakistan: The Patherland of tbe Pak Natrozs",(I-ahore: Islamia al-Soudia Printers,nd),

P.21.
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ous feelings of

iiiJ',lXlli,X1ft,:ffiiil, 1, ;J ;i;' ili t. punishei with imprisonment or

the description for a "'**f 
iti' *ay extend'o--"n yttt'' tI -*i:h 

f1':'i ot with both'

zgu-r.r, o.filirr*. "r... 
oi floi; 

'Q,t'u': twhoe'er willfully defiies' damages or

desecrates a coPy or 'nt=o$!"iin 
* of an extract iherefrom or uses it in any

derogatory manner f"t ""y 'ifti'f'l 
p"po" shall be punishable with imprisonment

figtslilll, 
ur. of d.rog"tor" ,.*rrkr, .,,.', 11,',t'pt" 

of 
'ht,Holn I'opht" 

\(hoever

bywords,.i.h..,Pok.ionor.byanyimputation,
innuendo, or insinuatio",'a*;;'"r iniire.tly, d.fil.s th. sacred name of the Holy

Prophet Muhammad ;:;:.ii i.n': ,T*i shall be punished with death' or

;;i;;"*."t for life, tnd thtll also be liable to fin;, 
----:r,, ^..,,.-o ,ri"t,,rhxnce ro anv

anv class b, inrul,i,r* r li.1t]t::::::::i

ffl'itt*t'ii"-""iiiio*""t**""''wfioever volunmrily causes disturbance to any

assemblylawf ullyu'g"ffin'Ptrf ormance*:tt-',t-t':J"T::';"?:1tti":r:
::'.H:i,.:,:i"rir.'i.,?.,,r,.J *iir,'i*prisonment of either description for a term

*fri.f, -ry otend to ont yt", or with fin::-:t with both' 
-L - :--^-+i^- ..,{ -,,.,',n.in0#:l}ffiff ; ;ffi;d;;;.;- \,{,ho.,,",, with the intention of wounding

the feelings of. any r.r,ffiffi;t'ing the t:.llg',o'."fi:1T:tT :::1 :l:

20 Sec. 295-A ias. by rhe Criminal Law (Amendment) Act' XX\7 o{ 1927'

2r 
Sec. 295-8, added by PPC (Amendment) Ordinance I of 1982'

22 
Sec. 295-C ins. by the Criminal Law (amendment) Act 11i of 1986' S' 2

2rSec.298-AaddedbythePakistanPenalCode(SecondAmendment)ordinance,XLIVof1980.

ffiffif ;'J1".?;;;';i;;;J: i" rik-'lv to be vrounded' or that the

religion of any perso, t;ililt'o tt'i"'ulttd thereby' commits any trespass in any

place of worship .. ";-;;; Iace of sculpture' oi 
^ny 

place- set apart for the

performance of funeral 'itt' 
o' as a' depository for the "*'i"' 

of the dead' or offers

any indignity to any h;;; *'f " or causes disturbance to any Persons assembled for

the per{orman.. of frro.r"l tt"-onit" shall be punished Y1:h.,':Pl':::ment 
of either

description for a term *f itt' "'"y 
extend'o o"t yt"' or with fine' or with both'

zgg. utterine words. erc.. w-i-t(defibgrate lntent tg woqnd rqligious-feelines'

'Whoever, with the d. re[gious feelings of any

person, umers any *..i o' Lrtts any sound in the hearing of that Person or makes

any gesture in the sight oi tit' pt"o" or places any object in the sight of that Person'

shall be punished *ith;;;;"il1 :i either iescription for a term which mav

extend to one year or with fine, or with both'

zgg-a., use of deroea;o; remarks. etc.. iq resqegl"of hol,y-pgr-s-:!$es: whoever

bywords,.i,h.,,PoffierePresentation,orbyany
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imputation, innuendo or insinuation, direcrly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name of

.ny -if. (ummul Mu'minrn), or members of rhe family (Ahle-bait), of the Holy

prtphet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him), or any of the righteous Caliphs

$hul"fa+-Rashidin) or companiorrrls"hab"hl of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and

il..ring, be on him) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a

..r* *hi.h may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both'

298-B.2a Misuse of epithets, descriptions and titles. etc.. reserved for certain holv

p**r"g.r 
"r 

pt*;;i (1) Any person of the Quadiani grorip or the Llhori group

@madis'orbyanyothernamewhobywords,eitherspokenor
-ritt.rr, or by visible representation- (a) refers to or addresses, any Person' other than

a caliph or companion of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Allah's peace and blessings

be on-him), as "Amir-u1-Muminin", "Khahfatul- Mu'minto", Khalifa-tu1-Muslimln",
,'sahabl" or "Razi Allahu Anho"; s) refers to, or addresses, any Person, other than a

wife of the Holy Propher Muhammad (Allah's peace and blessings be on him), as

"Ummul-Mu'minin"; (.) r.f.rr to, or addresses, any Person, other than a member of

the family "Ahle-bait" of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Allah's peace and blessings

be on him), as "Ahle-bait"; or (d) refers to, or names, or calls, his place of worship a

"Masjid"; rh"ll U. punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which

may extend to thi.e years, and shall also be liable to fine. (2) Any person of the

Quadiani group or Ldhori group (who call themselves "Ahmadis" or by any other

n^*.) *ho by words, either spoken or written, or by visible representation refers to

the mode or form of call to prayers followed by his faith as "Azin", or recites Azan as

used by the Muslims, shall be punished with imprisonment of either descripdon for a

term which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine'

298-C,25 Person of uD. etc. himself a Muslim or

propagatrng hls lartn:*gt f"ffU Any person of the Quadiani group or the Lahori group (who

.rft *e*rJues 'Ahmadis' or by any other name), who directly or indirectly, poses

himself as a Muslim, or calls, or re{ers to, his faith as Islam, or preaches or ProPagates

his fairh, or invites orhers ro accept his faith, by words, either spoken or written, or

by visible represenrations, or in any manner wharcoever outrages the religious feelings

oi Muslims rh.tt b. punished with imprisonment of either description for a term

which may extend to three years and shall also be liable to fine'

2a Sec. 298-8 ios. by Anti-lslamic Activides of Quadiani Group, Lahori Group

(Prohibition and Punishmenr) Ordinance, XX of 1984

2s Sec.298-C. .ins. by the Anti-Islamic Activides of Quadiani Group, Lahori Group

(Prohibition andPunishment) Ordinance, XX of 1984'

and Ahmadis

and Ahmadis
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Offences Related to Religion (Chapter XV' Section 295-298)

The spirit or the underlying principle on which chapter XV has been framed and must

be implemented by the ruling authoriry is that everyone is free to follow his own

religion and is not allowed to insult the religion of the other'

The provisions of Pakistan Penal Code related to religious offences are as

follows:

1. Destroying, damaging or defiling any place of worship' or any object held

sacred by any class of persons' with intent to insult the religion of any class

of persons would be liable {or imprisonment of two years or fine or both'

Here the word obiect does not include animate obiects' It refers only ro

inanimate objects such as churches, mosques, temples, marble, stone figures

representing gods.

Vith deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings

of any class of the citizens of Pakistan by words' either spoken or writlen'

or by visibie Presentations, insulting or attemPt to insult and abuse the

religion or religious feelings and beliefs of that set' which shall be liable of

punishmenr same as under Section 295'

This secdon was introduced by the Criminal Law Amendment Act (XXV of 1927)

owing to the agitation following the decision of the Lahore High Courr in the Raj

Pal case in which it vras held that section 153-A was not meant to stoP polemics

againstadeceasedleaderhoweverscurrilousandinbadtastesuchanacksmightbe.

2.
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Though, this view qras overruled in the Risala-e-Vartman case which laid down

that a scurrilous, vituperative' and foul a*ack on a religion or on its founder

vould come within the purview of secdon 153-A' yet Legislature thought it

necessary to enact a special provision dealing with such an offence'

-summaryoftheprovisionsofthePakistanPenalCodewhichtreatofoffence

Voluntarilycausingdisturbancetoanyassemblylawfullyengagedintheperformance

of religious worship or ceremony would be liable under imprisonment of one year or

{ine or both.

Trespassing in a place of worshiP or burial-piace' or offering any indigniry to a corPse'

ordisturbingPersonsperformingfuneralceremonies'withintenttowoundthe

{eelings or insult the religion of any Person or with knowledge that the feelings and

emotions of any person or class are likely to be wounded which would be liable under

the punishment sarne as under Section 296'

Anyordinaryactoftrespasswiththespecifiedintentiono{knowledgecomeswithin

the purview of this section'

Uttering any word, or making any sound' in the hearing of any Persons' or

making any gesture or placing any obiect in the sight of' any Person' with deliberate

intentionofwoundinghisreligiousfeelingswouldbeliable{orpunishmentsameas

underSection2g6,Theintentionmustbedeliberateandthereforepremedimted.

Deliberateintentiontowoundthereiigiousfeelingsisthegistoftheoffencedealtwith
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this section. Such intention may be inferred from the word as well as the acts o{ the

accused.26

The History of Blasphemy Laws in Pakistan

virh the achievement of pakistan, geographically a new state appeared on the globe of

earth, however its consdrution' which is based on the Indian Penal Code made by

Britishrulers.Thattimeit.wasunderBritishRules.ThelndianPena]Codewas

enforcedthroughtheActXLVin1850.InbeginningthisActwasmadebythelndian

LavlCommission'ThisCommissionworkedundersupervisionofLardMacualyand

two other British members Mcleod Enderson and Miller

Forbetterunderstandingwedividethislawinrotwoparts.Firstwewilldefine

thelawbeforetheachievementofPakistanandthenweshalllookintothedetaiisof

blasphemy lavrs after the partition of Sub Continent'

A. Blasphemy Laws in India before Partition

It is very important to know the history of Blasphemy Laws in India before binh of

Pakistan in reference to know the history of blasphemy laws in Pakistan' In the

following Pages we have mentioned the history of blasphemy lavrs in detail

highlighting the different incidents regarding blasphemy before the achievement of

Pakistan.

ffi,nPenalCocle,(Lahore:LawBooksHouse,KatcheryRoad,nd)p.
116,L77.
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History of the Blasphemy Laws before Pakistan

The Indian Penal code including the ardcles of the blasphemy laws were appeared

because of some cases and incidents which accrued in the sub-continent (India)'

Through these cases and incidents the enforcement of this law can be known before

pakisran in lndian Penal code. In rhe following pages we shall mention some cases

regarding the status of blasphemy laws in Indian Penal Code'

The Case of Rai Pal

The cause of amendment in the Article 295 with clause

famous case of Rai Pal, in which decision was taken by

blasphemous book "Rangtla'e'Rasul" was published by a

Lahore. After the publishing of this book Indian Muslim

295-A was because of the

the Lahore High Court' A

Hindu Rei Pal" in 1924 in

protested highly against this

blasphemy.

Muslims reported against this book in the coun of First Magistrate, the English

Magistrate C.H. Duizni sentenced Raj Pel 6 month imprisonment and 1000 ruPees

fine.

Raj Pel appealed in the Session Court against this decision. The Judge Col' F.B.

Nicolas reduced the punishment of Magistrate. But again Raj Pal appealed in Session

Court against this decision where the judge Kanwar Dalip Kumar acquitted him' The

judge wrote in his decision.

r; He had a book cenrer which name was 'Rajpal and Center" in Anarkali Bazar on Hospital Road'
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that section that 153-A was not meant to stop polemics against a deceased

religious leader however scurrilous and in bad taste such attack my be".28 Which

means according to this decision the article 153-A does not have any authoriry to stop

violation and blasphemy against the deceased religious leaders whether it is harsh

- language or criticism against them.

However, the President of Divisional Bench in Lahore High Court Justice

Broadway wrote a note against the decision of Justice Kanwar Dahp Singh that the

anicle 153-A also includes that literature which is cause of sectarian violence and

religious hurts.2e

Amendment in Article 295 in 1927

In 1927, according to the Criminal Law Amendment Act XXV of 1927 a new article

of 295-A was added in rhe Indian Penal Code of tgOO. It was mentioned in it that

whoever intentionally insults any class or person's religious feelings or insults religious

belief shall be punished with 2 years imprisonment or fine or both. The text of this

amendment according ro Pakistan Penal Code is below:

"Whoever, with deliberate and malicious inrention of outraging the religious

feelings of any class of citizens of'o the citizens of Pakistan, by words either spoken or

written, or by visible representations insults, or attemp$ to insult the religion or the

'?8 PPC page 27l,PLD (Pakistao Legal Decisions) i960, Lahore 635.
re Nagina, ZaIarlqbil.,"Gbazi Alm Din Sbabeed(inUrdu, (Lahore, Jang Pubiishers Press, 1988), p.42
r his majesty's subjects
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religious beliefs of thar class, shall be punished wirh imprisonment of either

description for a term which may extend to ru/o years, or with fine, or viith both." "

The case of Risala-e'Virtman

After the case of "Rai Pal" another case "Risala-e-Virtman got fame. It was also decided

in1g27. This case also proceeded in the coun of Justice Kanwar Dahp Singh against

Dvei Sharn Sharma V. King Emperor. The Justice against the case of "Ra.i Pal"

declared about the article 153-A that:

....that a scurrilous, viruperative and foul attack on a religion or on its

founder would come within the preview of section 153-A'"

The book Vichitra Jiwan

In the same era, another book containing blasphemy material entitle "Vichirta Jiwan"

was produced. The Hindu author adoprcd very insulting and dirty behavior towards

the personaliry of the Prophet of Islam. This case was submitted in the High Court as

Kali Charan Sharma vs. King Emperor. The court wrote about the contents of this

book:

,,................the book entitled vichitra Jiwan depicting the life of the Prophet

Mohammad promoted feelings of enmiry between Hindu and Mohammedans."

Justice Dalal wrore in this case of Kali Charan Sharma that I would not take this case

as an honorable judge of High Court. I will perceive with the eyes of a common

person living in any village of India. I will consider myself a Muslim who respects and

3r Constitution of Pakisran.
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loves his Prophet a lot. Thus i will think how are my emotions against the Hindu

author who mocks and insults my Prophet. \flith this aspect I would also start hadng

to the sociery and sect from this author belongs'r'

The Report of the Selective committee about the article 295'Ain 1927

The selecdve comminee which was established in 1927 to review this article whose

repofi was also published in Gazette of India, dated 17'h September' !927 '' part v'' p'52'

same senrence menrioned in its report about the new article o{ 295-A that it is not

necessary that the insulr of religious founder leader leads to the religious insult' The

committee suggested on imposing this law only in the case where blasphemy found

intentionally against any religion. The repot of committee is in following:

It has in one instance been held thar an insult to the founder of a religion is not

necessariiy an insult to the religion although it may outrage the religious feelings of

the followers of that religion. sre have therefore provided that the new section shail

only apply ro cases where a religion is insulted vrith the deliberate intention of

outraging the religious feelings if the followers'"

It was cleariy explained in the above mentioned committee report that the new

amendmenr in article 295-A would only be used when any insult found against any

religion, commitred deliberately, which is caused to wound that religion's followers'

This amendmenr doesr not protect religious founder legally from any kind of

blasphemy neither it considers blasphemy as crime against religious founder.

rr AIR (All India Reponer) 1'927 Al p.654
rr PPC p. 27t
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book "Rangil-e-Rasool" which was full of blasphemy against the Prophet of Islam does

not come under the Article 295-A.14

Here we come to know that before the of India, insult of any religion or

religious followers was declared as an offense, but only in this way when this insult is

committed deliberately.

Decision of the Case of Shib Sharma in 1941

There was another book containing blasphemy material written by a Hindu. This case

was taken by the Oudh High Court in 1941. The writer quoted different phrases form

Muslim scholars' books without the context and presented in this way, form which

showed clear blasphemy against the Prophet of Islam. The Chief Justice Thomas

wrote in this case: "section 153-A applies vrhere author collects a number of passages

from Muslim books which may be perfectly right and harmless in their proper setting,

but when disconnected and detached, seen scurrilous, indecent and highly

objectionable".

3* However, Anjuman Khuddam ud Din declared Farwi against Raj pal to assassinate him. (See: Zafar

Iqbil, Ghazi Ilam ud Din, p. a2). In rhe moming of 24 October 24, 1927, Khude Bakhsh attacked on

him wirh knife and he got four wounds but was saved. After that I1m ud Din attacked and killed him.

On May 22, L929, Ghazi Ilam ud Din was sentenced to death: Lahore High Coun also continued this

punishment on 17 July, 1929. At the end llam-ud-Din was hanged till death on 31 October 1929 in
Mianwali Jail in Punjab. His body was uken to Lahore on November 1,5, 1929 by train and Sir Allama

Muhammad Iqbil and Sir Muhammad Shaf i received it. After funeral prayer, Dr. Muhammad Iqbnl

buried his body with his hands in the graveyard of Miani Sharif, in Lahore. The researcher had got an

opponuniry to visit his grave and prayed for him in the evening of a Sunday, on invitation and with the

company of respecred teacher, Muhammad Modassir Ali, Assistant Professor, Department of
Comparadve Religion, IIIJI, on August 26, 2012.

This is the reason Rei Pal was acquitted by the coun considering him that the

Pariltlon
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According to the cases above mentioned if we see the structure of blasphemy

law before the parridon, we come to know this law was only used when any insult

was found against any religion, however, the insult or blasphemy against the founder

of any religion was not liable as offense under these laws'

B. History of Blasphemy Laws in Pakistan

The Enforcement of Indian Penal Code 1860 in Pakistan

On 14 August 1947 after Pakistan came into being, Indian Penal Code of L85O was

converted into Pakistan Penal Code thorough the Adaptation of Central Acts and

Ordinance Order in 1949.The Chapter XV regarding the crimes against religions is

also part of the Pakistan Penal Code which was enforced in 1860 by the British

Government in India. According to the article of 295 of Chapter XV, it is liable under

offence to insult the sacred places of any religion. The punishment for the offender

was two years or fine or both.

The passage of the Article 295 in Chapter XV in Pakistan Penal Code is in the

following lines.

"tVhoever destroys, damages or defiles any place of worship, or ary object held

sacred by any class of persons with the intention of thereby insulting the religion of

any class of persons or with the knowledge that any class of persons is likely to

consider such destruction damage or defilement as an insult to their religion shall be
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punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to

two years, or with fine, or with both."rs

Evolution of Blasphemy Laws in Pakistan

As we have already mentioned that after the partition, Indian Penal Code (IPC) was

adoprcd as PPC, This law considered blasphemy against religion liable for tv/o years

imprisonment or fine or both yet it did not consider it under any punishment

whoever insults or speaks against the religious founder.

Here we shall present an evaluation of blasphemy laws in Pakistan, vrhich of

course, would have some famous cases regarding the topic with the comments and

decisions of the justices in the cases. As it is said that the judrciary are the priests of law

and preceden$ are the life blood of legal system, so it will help us to understand

blasphemy laws in Pakistan.

Islamisation by Judiciary System in Pakistan

To establish an Islamic environment and Islamisation of Laws in Pakistan, several

steps lvere taken in different dmes. Among these stePs some are very important which

provide the base of Islamic laws in Pakistani judiciary system'

We will mention some very important slePs through which we will be able to

know how blasphemy iaws were enacted in Pakistan.

After Pakistan's establishment, the act of 1935 was enforced in Pakistan after

some amendments and a Judiciary Council vras made up to observe the Islamic legal

35 Constitution of Pakistan, Chapter XV article 295

33



system in Pakistan and this council was expected to Present their advises for

Islamisaton in Pakistani laws36'

Here, in the below Pages, we will discuss the main points of articles of the

constirution which are significant in Islamisation of Pakistan's laws and their

enforcement in the country'

Obiective Resolution

It was in this background that in March 12, tg49 the Objectives Resolution was passed

through which it vras decided rhat to make Pakistan an Islamic state, it is necessary to

make Muslims able to act and spend their lives according to the Islamic teaching'

However the government is gifted by God which should be run according to His

rules.r'

The Objectives Resolution proclaimed rhe foilowing principles:

1. sovereignry belongs to Allah alone but He has delegated it to the State of

pakistan through its people for being exercised within the limits prescribed by

Him as a sacred rust.

2. The State shall exercise its powers and authoriry through the chosen

representatives of the PeoPle'

16 See: Tanzil-ur-Rahman Dr., Majrnu'a Qawanin-e-khm, (in urdu), (Islamabad: Islamic Research

lnstitute), P.15
i, see: Siddiqui Hifz-ur-Rahman Dr., Qarardad.e Maqasid wy khtnic Qanoon 7a&, (in Urdu)' (Karachi:

Tahir Sons, Urdu Bazar), P.3U12
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3. The principies of democracy, freedom, equaliry' tolerance and social justice' as

enunciated by Islam, shall be fully observed'

4. Muslims shall be enabled to order their lives in the individual and collective

spheresinaccordancewiththeteachingsoflslamassetoutintheQur'anand

Sunnah.

Adequateprovisionshallbemadefortheminoritiestoprofessfreelyand

pracdce their religions and develop their cultures'

Pakistan shall be a federation-

Fundamental rights shall be guaranteed'

The judiciary shall be independent' 
r8

TheobjectivesResolutionwaspassedbytheConstituentAssemblyo{Pakistanin

March, lg4g, andwas made a substantive part of the constitution of Pakistan by the

Revival of Constituti ot of lg73 Order, 1985're

Basic Principles Committ ee $9 a9'19 52)

After the Objectives Resoludon was passed in L949, the Constitution Assembly set up

a number of committees to draw the future constitudon on the basis of the principles

givenintheobjectivesResolution.ThemostimportantamongthosecommiEeeswas

the Basic Principles Committee set uP on March 12' 1949' by Khawaia Nazimuddrn

on the advice of Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan'

5.

6.

7.

8.

h. ,.^rp (Accessed Date 12-12-2aL\
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The main funcrion of this committee was to determine the basic principles of

the future Constitution of Pakistan'*o

Agreed 22 Points of ' Uame (1951)

In 1950, thirry one leading and eminent 'tJlama and scholars of various sects and

schools of Islamic jurisprudence agreed on 22 basic points for the country's

consriturion. These agreed points were related to the sovereignry of Almighry Allah

and on which principles Pakistan can be made a true Islamic state.ol

The First Constitution of Pakistan (1956)

In the first constitution adopted by the Constitute Assembly of Pakistan in 1956 was

provided that "no lavr shall be enacted which is repugnant ro the injunctions of Islam

as laid down in the Holy Qur'an and Sunnab and all existing laws shall be brought

into conformiry with such injunctions".n2

The 1962 Constitution of Pakistan

In the constitution of 1962 a provision for the creation of an Advisory council of

Islamic Ideology vras made to examine all laws and then enforce with a view to

bringing them into conformiry with the teachings and requirements of Islam.'l

The Constitution of Pakistan 1923

Similarly, the Constitution of 1973 again contained provisions for bringing all existing

,c shah, Farid-ul -Haq, ladid Dasaateer Alam Q(arachi: Sir Saryed Book company , 1992)' p. a1,a

at Ma.imir'a Qauanln-e'hlam, (in Urdu), p. 16

a2 Shah, Nasim Husian , klamization of lzu in Pakistan, (Islamabad: Shariah Academv International

Islamic Universiry, 2000), P. 1

a3 
Qarardade Maqasid say Islamic Qanoon Tak' p. 57
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Iaws in conformiry with the injunctions of Islam as laid down in the Holy Qur'an

and Sunnah.* According to the articles of the Constitution L973 of. Pakistan, there is

no doubt if it is said that the first Constitution which esnblished the Islamic Laws'

enforcement in Pakistan is the Constitution of 1973.

Islamisation in the Reign of. Zia-ul-}la,q(1977'88)

Islamisation of Pakistani laws reached its peak during the reign of Zia-ul-Haq, Martial

Law Administrator form tg77-7988.45 The first important step towards Islamisation of

the laws was taken on 10d February in 1979 on rhe 12il oI Rabi-ul-Awwal, 1399 AH,

when the President of Pakistan Zia-ul-Haqpromulgated an Order and some existing

Penal Code of Pakistan in significant respects, Under these Ordinances with a view to

bringing the law on these guestions in conforrniry with the Holy Qur'an arrd Sunnah,

both the conceprual nature of the acts which were considered to be offences under the

said Penal Code and also the quantum of punishment and the mode of punishment

prescribed therein were radically altered.nu

The existing provisions relating to offences of theft, robbery, dacoity, abduction, rape,

fornication, adultery, false accusation of adultery, drunkenness, etc., were repealed and

repiaced by Hudad? andTa'zirdtas Laws.o''

aa lbid, p. 164-167
a5 Chistian Citizen in An Islamic Sute: tbe Pakistan Expeience, P. 27 .

"6 Islamization of Lau, in Pakisun, p.2-3
t'It is normally assoc.iared wirh the law of crimes, where it is taken to mean "fixed penalties derermined

to be rhe righr of A]lah". See: Nyazee, Imran Ahsan, Theories of klamic Lau: Tbe Methodolog of lyibad'

(Pakistan: International Institute of Islamic Thought, 2000), p. 127 .

's Some Jurists consider Ta'zir the penalties to genuine of those crimes for which Hadd penalties haven

been described. Jurisrs of rhe present times take it in nrider sense and consider it to app)y it to all
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Here in the following we shall discuss these laws ot Hudad and Ta'zirat which is an

important stone in the Islamisation of Laws in Pakistan'

Enforcement of. Hudad (Prohibition Otder\ 1979

These provisions in the Penal code pertaining to prohibition of intoxications

including alcoholic liquor were amended and these offences classified into two

categories, namely, offence liable to Hadd' as laid down h Fiqahtl but where the

standard of proof, as provided f.or Hadd,was not available (or the offence, say of being

drunk and disorderly was committed by a non-Muslim) it became an offence liable to

tazir.1l

Offences against Property (Enforcement of HudooQ Ordinance 1979

The main offences covered by this ordinance were theft (sirqah) and robbery/dacoity

(Hirabah5r).Here too hadd isimposable only if the proof of the offence as laid down in

the f.qah is not forthcoming otherwise the punishment of theft will be liable ro tazir

as already provided in the Pakistan Penal Code'"

punishments other rhan Hadd and Qtyas. it is detined as discredonary penalty which is not fixed but

i.p.rrd, on the descriptio' of -lur,ii. ruler may chose sometimes to impose additionai panely and

sometimes he may not. See: ibid. pp.207'208'
{e See: Khan, Gul Muhammad,TiiMop, artt, pahore, Mansoor Law Book House), p.905-916

so The knowledg e of. rhe sbd'i abkom irg^l,ru1es), penriqing to conduct that have been derived {rom the

specific evidence. See: Nyazee, I*rrrr Air*, Thei;es of tshnic l-au: Tlte Methodology of ljtibad, p 35

5t Islamization of Lazo in Pakistan,P. 3

5: The i.ileagle and unlawful warfare is called hirabah'
t1 Islam-ization of Lau in Paktsun, P . 3
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The Offence of Zinasa (Enforcement of Hudood) Ordinance 1979

This offence deals with the offences of fornication, adultery, rape, unnatural offence

and certain other allied offences and hadd. or ta'zir is imposable on the same principle,

as mentioned above.tt

The Offence of Qazdhf (Enforcement of Had$ Ordinance 1979

The qadhf ordinance is one of the ordinances collectively known as the Hudud

Ordinance.s qadhf means false accusation of unlawful sexual intercourse or zini..This

ordinance also deals with LiZn, i.e., the accusation of adultery made by a husband

against his wife.5'

However the Council of Islamic Ideology became more active and began to examine

diligently the Laws that had been enacted during the British Rule and even some Acts

enacted after the creation of Pakistan to ascertain if these Laws contained any

provisions repugnant to the Injunctions of Islam. It compiled several Reports and on

the basis of its recommendation the existing Evidence Act of L872 was repealed and

replaced by the Qaniln-e-sbahadat Order L974 which is consistent with the injunctions

of Islam.58

5a Adultery or Unlaw{ul sexual intercourse see: See: Nyazee, Imran Ahsan, Tbeoies of hlamic Law: The

Metbodolog of lyihad, p.78
55 Ibid. see also Tbe Major Acts, P.916
56 Usmani, Muhammad Tagi, The Islamization of Lazt s in Pakisan: Tlte Case of Huddud Ordinances, (The

Muslim World, VoL 96, April 2006) P. 292
57 The Constitution o{ klamic Republic of Pakistan, 1979 see also: Nyazee, Imran Aisan, Tbeones of
Iskmic lztu Tbe Metbodolog of ljtihad, p.358
58 Islamization of Law in Pakistan, p.4
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In his article, the former Ju dge of Sbar*ta, Court of Pakistan Muhammad Tagr Usmani

says"Qadhf means leaving a false accusation in badd cases. The intent of the law is that

if one is accused falsely of committing a crime liable to hadd, orc can seek punishment

from the court against the false accuser. Sbarl.ah has declared such crime highly serious

and has prescribed a punishment of 80 lashes for this. The Qazdhf Ordinance is there

to enforce this punishment.se

Sharfah Benches

The President of Pakistan on the same day on which he promulgated the hudild Laws

also promulgated the Constitution (Amendment) Order 1979 setting up Shari'at

Benches in the country. According to this order, each High Court was to have a

Sbari'at Bench while an Appellate Shari'at Bench was to be constituted in the Supreme

Court of Pakistan to hear appeals from their decisions.60

The Sbari'at Benches were empowered to strike down existing as well as future lavrs if

they were repugnant to the Injunctions of Islam, with the excePtion of the

Constitution, Muslim Personal Law, any law relating to the procedure of any court or

tribunal or any fiscal law or any law relating to the collection of taxes and fee or

banking or insurance practice and procedure. ExcePt these laws any person would

have right to appeal in the Sbari'a, Court against any law.

5e Islamisation of Latus in Pakisun: Tbe Case of Huddud Ordirunces, p.292
60 See Akhtar, Mahmood Akhtar, Quran Pak say Hidyatu Rehnumae, Karachi: P . 210-21,1, see more

details in doctoral rhesis: Jadiciary System of Pakisun in Perspectiae of kktnic Judiciary Systen by Kaniza

Farima, Universiry of Karachi.pp.337-400
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Federal SharfatCourt

As the High Couns were already over-burdened with other works, the four Shari'at

Benches consrirured in the High courts, were replaced on May 27, l98O by Federal

Sbari'at Court in the Capital of Pakistan, Islamabad, to expedite the task of

Islamisation.

This court was ro consist of five judges (who were or had been Judges of the High

Court) and three ulamdJudges' well-versed in Islamic Law'

The Federal Sbari'at Court was also empowered to examine and decide the question

whether/or nor any law or provision of laws was repugnant to the injuncdons of

Islam and in addition was conferred the powers of hearing criminal Courts in relation

to any law relating to the enforc ement of Hadud-u'

The decisions of the Federal Court were to be binding on High Courts and on all

courts subordinate to a High Court. However, these decisions could be questioned

before Supreme Court of Pakistan wherein a Sharzat Appellate Bench consisdng of 3

serving judges of the Supreme court and 2lJlamaJudges vzas constituted.u2

Sou Motdi lurisdiction 1982

In March 1982, in order to go faster the process of Islamisation, the Federal Shari'at

Court was also confirmed Sou Moru Jurisdiction to examine whether an existing law

61 Ibid. p. 211
u, see Di. Muhammad Azam, Chodhary, Jadid Hakomatain, (tarachi: Urdu Bazar, Ghazanf.ar

(Accessed on 18-12-2011)
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was repugnanr ro rhe injunctions of Islam. This step enhanced rhe power of the court

significantly and made its functioning more broad based and effective.

There are three very important facts of the sou motu on which this action worked

out. Earlier, under Ardcles 203-D of the constitution, the court could act only on

petitions field before it but now it was empowered to act sou motu thus the area of its

justification was vastly extended.

A new revisional jurisdiction was conferred upon it to revise sou motu orders of

Courts dealing with the enforcement of. buddnd laws including the power enhancing

sentences passed by these courts.

The appellate jurisdiction in hudAd laws was widened uP as to make all orders of

Courts in which sentence of rwo years or more stood passed, whether as hadd or

ta'zir, apgeasable before this court.6a

In the following pages we will evaluare the srages of blasphemy cases in Pakistan.

Regarding this, the view point of the courts wiil also be mentioned from which we

will be able to understand the narures of cases and decisions. As vre mentioned earlier,

judiciary is the priest of the law because iudges do not decide only but they make laws

as well.

The Article 295-A and Some Famous Decision

\X/e earlier mentioned that the first law in Chapter XV was 295-A about the honour
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of the companion of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him). It was

enforced in1982. In rhe following lines we will mention some very famous cases on

the ardcle 295-A.

Decision of High Court on book Jesus in 'Heaven on Earth' in 1954

In the matter of the book (Jesus in 'Heaven on Eanh') and in the matter of petition of

the working Muslim Mission and Literary Trust, Lahore and of the civil Milimry

Gazette Limited Lahore Versus the crown'.".. Respondent'6s

This case was presented in the bench of High Coun Judges including Chief Justice M'

R. Kiini, Justice Shabbir Ahamd, and Justice M. A. Sili. The decision was written by

Chief Justice, which is briefly in the following:

Khawja Nazir Ahmad Advocate, who belonged ro Ahmadiya66 communiry Lahore,

he submitted an application in the High Coun that the book Jesus in Heaven on

Eanh which was banned from Government of Pakistan should be un-banned. This

book was published by the \florking Muslim and Literary Trust Lahore, which was

banned and confiscated by the Government of Pakistan in April 1953, because the

literature in this book was liable under offence according to the Article 295-4 in

Pakistan Penal Code.

Moreover, this book hurt the feelings of a sect in Pakistan'

In June 1953, rwo christian, Mr. c. G. Gibbon and Mrs. S. P. Singha, members of the

Legislative Assembly submitted a petition to become a P^rty against this case. Being

65 PLD i954 Lahore 724
66 Follower of Mirza Ghualm Ahamd Qadiyani, called Ahmadiya.
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the President of Joinr christian Board of Pakismn, Mr. Gibbon requested rhe courl to

ban this book which has insulted and injured the feelings of Christians' After listening

to the evidences of both parties against this case, the High court gave this decision:

\7e are sure rhat the article 295-A applies on this case but we are not dead sure about

it. Although, religious feelings are mistreated in this book and this book has injured

the religious beliefs of people is why the court rejects the appeal to un-ban the

publishing of book. This decision taken was before the Ahmadiya Community was

not declared as non-Muslim in Pakistan.

The ratio on which the decision was raken in rhis case was actually that:

Minorities and non-Muslims in a Muslim state must be living peacefully.

Each and every religious secr is allowed to preach according to their teaching avoiding

from disputes, clashes and conflicts.

Lahore High Court Decision on book Mrzdn-ul'Haq in 7960

The Punjab Religious Book Society Lahore..............Petitioner Verses the State.""

Respondent."

This case was presenred before Chief Justice M. R. Kiani, Justice Shabbtr Ahmad,

Justice Badi'-uz-Zaman, the full bench of Lahore High Court. The decision was

'written down by the Chief Justice, here we will mention it briefly'

on 27 April 1959, the Manager Puniab Religious Book sociery Anarkali Lahore

received an order from the Home Department of 'Western Government of Pakistan

"'PLD 1960 (\]il.P) Lahore 629.
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rhat all copies of Mizan-ul-Ha4 including Urdu version have been banned and seized

by the Government because they have hurt the religious emotions of Pakistani

Muslims, $rhich is liable under offence according to the article 295-Lin Pakistan Penai

Code.

General Manager of the Sociery put a petition in the court and requested to take back

this order of the Government. It was also mentioned in the application that the book

Mizan-ul-Haq has been written almost one hundred years ago by German Rev' C' G'

Fender, which has been rranslated in many languages through different years'

Moreover, in the order of Home Department it is not mentioned clearly rhat this

book is written deliberately or maliciously to hurt someone's feelings.

Iflhile listening to the both parties, the lawyer of Government read out those

objectionable pages of the book which could be the cause of hurting or could injure

the feelings of Muslims.

Mr. Jermy, lawyer of the petitioner, was of the view that the Mizin'ul'Haq is being

published almost for one hundred years but it has never been banned which shows

that book does not include any material which can be obiected'

But the important poinr which involves in this case is that the condition of intention

in the article 295-A is based on deliberately and maliciously made by the Judiciary'

However, the book, which is related to a disputed toPic, meanwhile the attitude of the

aurhor does not seem neutral in the whole conlext of the book. Therefore, the court
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orders that all those pages'8 which are controversial and cause for harming any

religious feelings will not be included in the next publishing book'

In these circumsrances the High court accepted the Petition and ordered the

Government to pay Rs.300 ro petitioners for their expenditures, and it was ordered to

petirioner not to publish the indicated pages in new edition in future.

The Ratio Decision was the "lntention" has been made a deliberate and meticulous

condition by the judiciary. If someone talks against the religious emotions of anyone,

then the court will see the intention of the offender'

Lahore High court Decision against a book Development of Muslim Theology in

1962

Muhammad Khalil...........Petitioner Verses the State """" Respondent'u'

This case was presented before the Chief Justice M. R. Kiani, Justice Shabbir Ahmad,

Jusrice Abdul Aziz Khan, the full bench o{ Lahore High Court. The Chief Justice

wrote the decision, which is mendoned in the following briefly:

Sheikh Muhammad Khalil Premier Book House Lahore Pul a petition against the

order of \Testern Government of Pakistan in which the book Development o{ Muslim

Theology, Jurisprudence and Constitutional Theory'o written by Duncan B'

Macdonald was banned.

,s The coun indicated pages which contained controversial material vrere 103-104'129-

130,1 47,27 4,3 4 1,37 6,37 9 and 47 5.
6'q PLD L962, Lahore 850
7c The book was a research thesis which was published in 1903 and in 1960 in America. Punjab

university advised to include this book in the syllabus o{ MA Islamic srudies.
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The book contained such material which showed the deliberate disrespect and dispute

amongthedifferentsectsofPakistan,duetowhichthereligiousfeelingswereinjured'

Accordingtothearticlel53-A,and295-AinPPCpublishingofsuchmaterialliable

under offence.

\fhile expressing the incident of misplace of the necklace of the beloved wife of the

HolyProphet(Allah'speaceandblessingsbeonhim)'Moreover'theinternalcrises

and wars berween Muslims have been mentioned critically during the period of

Hadhrat Ali (Ivlay Allah be pleased on him) after the rnarryr of Hadrat Usmtu(May

Allah be pleased on him) and showed the Holy Prophet (Allah',s peace and blessings be

on him) as a dictator and has called his era 
..the system was one of the opportunism,,'

The courr ordered the publishers to make unambiguous the objectionable places in

this book. However, the court remarked that this is a research book which does not

come under the secdon of 295-A and 153-4 of PPC'

Addition of the section 298-A in PPC: Blasphemy against the wives of the Holy

Prophet, Aht el-Bayt (family) and his companions

In 1980, after 33 years of the establishment of Pakistan, a section 298-A tn PPC was

included in the constitudon of Pakistan through a Presidential ordinance' According

to which the blasphemy against the wives of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and

blessings be on him), his family and his companions vras liable under offence for the

punishment of 3 years imprisonment or fine or both fine and imprisonment'

4t



The article 298-A mentions:

.\flhoever by words, either spoken or wriften or by visible rePresentation, or by any

imputation, innuendo or instirution, directly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name of

any wife ([Jmmul'Mo'ntinin), or member of family (Ahl al'Bayt)' of the Holy Prophet

(peacebeuponhim),oranyoftherighteousCaliphs(Khulafac.Rashifr.n)or

companions (sahabab, (May Allah be pleased on them)) of the Holy Prophet (peace

be upon him) shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term

which may be extended to three years' or with fine, or with both'"

Addition of the Sectio1-2g5-B in PPC: Against the Profane of Holy Qur'an

'\flirh another Presidendal Ordinance on 18 March in1982 another section of' 295-B

was added ro the Pakistan Penal code. Its aim vras to stoP the profane of the Holy

Qur'an through which the deliberate offender shall be liable under the punishment of

Iife time imprisonment. The words are in the following lines'

"\flhoever willfully defiles, damages or disrespect a coPy of the Holy Qur'an or of an

extract thereof or uses it in any derogatory manner or f.or any unlawful purpose shall

be punished with the imprisonment for life."

A case in the supreme court on profane of the "Translated Prayer" book

on April 06, IgS2,Ubaidullah was accused that he has trampled the translated Prayer

book. He was beaten by the people and his file was petitioned in the Additional Judge

Bahawalpur on section 295-8, however' the Supreme Court of Pakistan released him

because of his innocence in this case'
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The ratio of decision was that he did not do it deliberately. Moreover, he was

illiterate, so no matter was rhat he used to keep this translate d ptayer book in his

pocket and he has not a bad intention to this book'71

Decision of Karachi High court on the nobility of the Holy Qur'en in 1988

M.M. K.A. Zia Versus the Director General FIA'?

The petitioner Ir{.M.A.K.A . zia complained against the Director General of FIA who

did not proceed the case of Taj Company, where the naked photos were found in the

volumes of the Holy Qur'an in the depot. After listening the case, court came to

knovr that Tai company had given the order of publishing the 12500 of the Holy

Qur'an to a firm in Italy and where some naked pictures were kept in the volumes of

the Holy Qur,an while publishing. However, Taj company rejected the order of that

firm strictly for more publishing. The Court declared that it is not an intentional

misnke made by the Taj Company so the court dismissed this case'

Addition of the Section 298-8 in 1984 in PPC

In 1984, with another Presidential Ordinance of XX a section of 298'8 was added into

the pakisran Penal code. This addition was made up only for the groups of

euadiyani/Ahmadi and Lahori. It was forbidden in this section to use the special

addresses of the holy Personages for the Qu-diyani's leadership and their wives and

worship places.

" s.c.M.R 1714,1991

'2 PLD 1988 Karachi 305
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This ardcle states:

(1) Any Person of the Quldiyani Group or the Lahori Group (who call themselves

*Ahmadies'orbyothername)whobywords'eitherspokenorwritten'orbyvisible

represefltation. refers to, or addresses' any Person' other than a Caliph or Companion

of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) as "Amir-ul-Mu'minin"'

I(halifa-tui-Mu'minln", Khalifa-tu1-Muslimin""'Sahab" or "Razi Allah Anho": refers

to, or addresses, any Person' other than a wife of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace

be upon him) as "Ummeul Mumineen,; refers to, or addresses, any Person, other than

a member of the family (Ahle-bait) of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon

him),as"Ahie-bait";orrefersto,ornames'orcalls'hisplaceofworshipas"Masiid";

shallbepunishedwithimprisonmentofeitherdescriptionforatermwhichmay

extend ro three years, and shali also be liable to fine'" 73

petition in Federal shari,4 court in 1gg4: Death Penalty on Blasphemy of the

Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him)

Inlg84Isma.elQureshiAdvocateofsupremeCourtputapetitioninFederalShari,at

coun and requested that death penalry should be enforced for the blasphemous of the

Holy ProPhet.

7r See: pakistan .t'enal uooe: 
' ""r" ' 

* " * ""'"" ' '"'' -i-li;, 
oi eiriiili doup, Lahori Group and

6-201? at 12:30 pm), Sec' 298-8 ins' by Anti-lslamic Actrvrt

;h#; EroUiUiri* and Punishmendordinance' XX of 1984
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ABillinNationalAssernblyofPakistaninlgS4:DeathPenaltyonBlasphenry

Hence,thedecisionwasnottakenbytheShan'alCourt'thatAppaNisirFatima

MemberofNationalAssembly(I\iINA)presentedabillintheNationalAssemblyand

requested the offender of blasphemy should be sentenced to death penalty'

AdditionofSection2g5.Cinlg86inPPC:LifelmprisonmentorDeathPenalty

for the blasphemous of the Holy Prophet

Inlg36,undertheCriminalLaw(amendment)Actmo{1986anewsectionol295-C

was added into the Pakistan Penal Code' Since there were penalties enforced in PPC

on religious crimes but any law or penalry against the blasphemous of the Holy

Prophet still vras not included in PPC' Through' this new section 295-C' the

blasphemyagainsttheHoly?rophetcameunderthecriminalactwhichshallbeliable

under the offence of the death senrence or life imprisonment. Here, in the foliowing

the words of the article 295-C are mentioned:

*Ur. of d.ro*r,or.,' ,tmarks etc in respect of the Holv ProPhet

'Whoever by words, either spoken or written' or by visible representations' or by any

imputation,innuendo,orinstitution,rlirectlyorindirectly,defilesthesacrednameof

the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) shall be punished with death' or

imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine"'74

'P 19'' i1'^'^'"'d 
on 12-

6-2aD ar12:25 pm), S... 2e5-ffiby;ht C'-';;;'1 L"; ("**d*""t) Act' 1i1 ol 1986' S' 2
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Decision of Federal Sharf4 Court on 30'b April 1991 to omit the words "or

imprisonment for life" from the Section 295-C of PPC

In 1987, a petition was filed in Federal Shari'a! Court of Pakistan in which it was

requested that the alternative punishment of life imprisonment to the blasphemy of

the Holy Propher is against Islamic teachings, which should be eliminated from the

constitution of Pakistan.

On October 30, 1990 the Federal Shari'a1 Court of Pakistan made a decision against

this petition that the life imprisonment is against the Hoiy Qur'an, ah-adttb and

Islamic teachings for the blasphemous of the Holy Prophet. The Shari'at Court

directed ro the Government of Pakistan ro omit these words "or imprisonment for

life" from the Pakistan Penal Code or respond rc Shan'at Court till April 30'h, 1991,

otherwise these words would be omimed automatically from the Pakistan Penal Code.

Till April 3O'h, L991 the Government of Pakistan did not appeal against the summon

of the Federal Shan'at Court, thus the words in Pakistan Penal Code in Chapter XV

"or imprisonment for life" became worthless through the order of Pakistan Federal

Shari'a7 Coun,75

The acceptance of the Omission of the Vords "or Life Imprisonment" mentioned

in the article 295-C

The Federal Shari'al Court gave the relaxation to the Government to review its

decision till 3O'h April 1991, to omit the words "or Life Time Imprisonment"

's See: Muhammad Isma'el Qureshi-Petitioner Versus Pakistan through Secretary Law and

Parliamentary Affairs-Respondent, PLD 1991, Federal Shari'at Coun 70,
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mentionedinthePakistanPenalCodeinarlcle2g5.C,chapterXV,otherwisethese

words would not be applicable from this date'

The bill for the removal of the Life Imprisonmenr was presented in June 1992 ar,d rhe

pakismn Nadonal Assembly approved it. Then this bill was accepted into the Senate

of Pakistan with mutual agreement it became the law of Pakistan'

The Decision of Benazir Cabinet in 1996:

For removal of hanging orders against women a meedng of Federal Cabinet was held

under rhe prime Minister of pakistan, BEnazir Bhuttu on 1o'h June, 1996. In this

meeting it was decided that the severe cases in which women could be sentenced to

death, now would be given the life time imprisonment instead of death penalty' It was

approved as lavr of Pakistan. After the meeting Khelid Ahmad Khan Kharel, the

Information Minister, rold that women were rarely involved in rerrorism or the brutal

murders of innocent citizens, so hanging punishment has been removed for them'

This would have a pleasant effect on the society'76

This decision of cabinet was not a correcx one in any resPect so this decision could not

become the law of country. This law was also effected the section 295-c of PPC. This

fear was produced by this decision that women would be used to commit severe

crimes instead of men and the punishment in law is based on crime not on gender'

7e pxill' Nawa€-\flaqt Lahore, LL-06-1996
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Thesepersonsvrhohavecommittedthecrimewillbepunishedeithermanorwoman.

There is no gender distinction in laws to punish the criminals' 
z

Comment and Conclusion

,We have evaluated the .laws of blasphemy especially the article 295-C in the

constitution of Pakistan critically in the previous Pages' \(here we have discusses the

attitudes and emodonal feeiings of people with their religion and for the Holy

Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him)' This became the cause to enforce new

laws to stop the blasphemy against any religion'

No doubt that the Islamic Ideology council, the Federal shari'at court and the

Sharl'atAppellate Bench of the Supreme Court' the las/ makers of the country have

playedtheirruleinlslamisationinPakistanbecauseoftheattitudesofthepublic

which was demanding the Islamisation in the country'

![61sever, in previous Pages s/e have described and arralyzed how the Laws of

blasphemy developed and took a ProPer shape in Pakistan' From the very first

incidentofRajPalbeforePakistantilltheenforcementofblasphemylawsand

Islamisation through iudiciary system in Pakistan' we came to know that these laws

arereiatedwiththeattirudesendfeelingsofthepeople'Throughtheenforcementof

these lavzs it show,s clearly that how religious feelings and emotions are very much

ffin1971ofPakismn,Presidentofthecounryhasarighttoforgiveor
reduce the punishment ot *v "'*'a ci'*:I t1',::l:.i|;,?i:*'i1}er 

ro sranr pardon , reprieve,
:;i[::::,:",.:T::',"ifil.'ffi:i,T::;1"'il;:r.:l*,:*,""':m;-;::Xardon ' reprieve'

and to remit, suspend " '"#;:;;";i"i;;'Pi"'d 
b;;; ;;'^' tribunal or orher authoriry' But

rill now rhe president rr., 
"o,Trrf.na.d 

d.rrh penalty of any accused'
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importantforpeople.Thisreflectssensitivityofpeoplefortheirreligious{eelings'

Becausetheseemotions,attitudes,behaviorandfeelingstowardstheirreligionsare

thosegroundsonwhichtherulershadtomakeiav,sfortheProtectionofreligious

feeling.
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CHAPTER 2

BLASPHEI\,IY VITH REFERENCE TO ISLAM ST CHRISTIANITY

INTRODUCTION

Inpreviouschapter,blasphemyhasbeendefinedinthelightofdifierentdictionaries

and encyclopedias, and then the blasphemy law with reference to Pakistan has been

mentionedindetails..$Thereastheenforcementofthelaws,thebackgroundof

blasphemy laws and the foundation of this law has been discussed' Dif{erent stages and

cases before the enforcement of these laws have been mentioned in detail'

In this chapter the researcher,s aim is to mention the blasphemy (against the

prophets, may Allah's peace be on them) with the reference to Islam and Chrisdaniry'

Bothreligionshavetheconceptofblasphemyandinbothreligionsmanycasesare

reported which can exPress the concept of blasphemy very well' First of all in this

chapter,theresearchershallfindtheconceptofblasphemyfromthebasicsourceof

Islam, i'e. the Holy Qur'an and the narrations of the holy Prophet of Islam

Muhammad(A1lah'speaceandblessingsbeonhim)thentherewouldbesomemajor

sayingsoftheSahababcompanionsoftheHolyProphet(Alldir,speaceandblessings

be on him) are described' Meanvzhile the concept of blasphemy in the views of

different Fuqaha is mentioned'

Before we discussed the concept of blasphemy in christianiY, the origins of

Christianity in Pakisun is also mentioned in this chapter in detail'
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The Laws of BlasPhemY in Islam

There is no exacr equalizer word to blasphemy in the Islamic sources) however' the

acts or blasphemy are mostly described by the word lhanah (contempt, insult),

Ha4arah (scorn), IstihzaTs (scoffing), sabb", Iza'o (insulting or ridiculing), ktikbfit

(denigration), Suhhriyahsl (to deride or mocking) and shatam (to abuse) against the

Almighry Allah, the Holy Prophets, the angels or to any pan of the divine revelation'

All these words are synonyms'

insulting to Allah and His prophets' In

associated mainly with perceived insults to

peace and blessings be on him).

Blasphemy in Islam, as in other faiths, is speech' ac! or even gesture that is

Muslim history, blasPhemY came to be

the Prophet of Islam Muhammad (Allah's

Islam has a very clear concept regarding blasphemy laws. Here in the following

lines we shall present the meaning of blasphemy in the light of Islam i.e' the Holy

Qur'an, Ahadirh of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) and

from the Sirah otrhe companions of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be

on him) and at the end the blasphemy in views of the scholars of the f.our Fiqh (rhe

four schools of thought in Islam) would be presented'

i8 See: Sirrah An-Nisl: 140, also can be seen at Surah ar'Rirm: 10'

7e See, Strrah Al-An'Im: 108.
80 See: Strrah Al-Ahzab: 69 dso see in Strrah As-Saff: 05'

8r see: Surah Af-zumar,56. see as well in Strah As-sad: 63, moreover it can be found at Snrah At-

Taubah, 7g, also see: Sorah Hod: 38, moreover look into: Surah Al-Mo'minun: 110. also see in: Slrah

As-SIfat: 12, see as well ar: Surah Az-Zukhruf' 47 , i can also be seen in: Snrah A1-Baqarah: 212'
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The HolY Qur'an and BlasPhemY

ThematerialonblasphemyintheQur,6nincludestheconceptsofdenyingthetruth,

inventing falsehoods, and insulting the divine' The most common Arabic verbs for

blasphemyaresabb('+-)(toabuse'insult)atdshatam(a-)(toabuse'vilify)'Shatam

does not occur in the Qur,6n, arrd sabbappears only as part of a commandment to

Musiims not to insult rhe idols of porytheists' iir r ,i# i't ;33 b b;'';.,ir r3i1. v:

tz" ;rrt;iiriK q ii* &r-, #r Ul F e'l;"; d 'ltlfii 43'# ;+ rir "And

abuse not those whom they worship beside Allah because they will commit rudeness

inrespectofAllahthroughtheirexcessivenessandignorance.Thus\0ehavemacefair

the deeds of every nation in their eyes,then they have to return back towards their

Lord and He will tell them what they used to do'"83

Further material relates to the terms takzib (++si (giving the lie' denial)' and

iftira' (,t;it)(invention)' In these verses blasphemy means denying the trurh about

God and spreading falsehood in its piace'

TheholyQur,anmentionsclearlyforthosewhohurtthe-HolyProphet(Allah's
peace and blesings o.'""'i'*l'''it"'- " S1' ;i'i"id lt;ttair j'13i:);)t 'rl

6*r'iri; # t;i; !;!r;" "Unioubtedly'.those who annoy Allah and His Messenger'

Allah's curse is t'pon tit* i" 'i" -oila t"a it the Hereafter and Allah has kept

ol.o.*a for them a degrading torment'" 85

Another big example of cursed and penalty for the blasphemous can be seen rn

the Surah al'Lahab,the holy Qur'in says:

, .Lririir-lr n!,.ts,=.,(l c,li llu ;r4; (,i^s ul ej\r 1l; 
"+iY Tr t# C 1{ d'i1"

iu,,.; .x JS ti;+r 4 "r.riueJbe the two ti*nd' of Aly i-ahab and he is already

82 109 .e\-!!l ;Jr,"

" ;,"-d;;;*arim, (translation bv) Faridul Haq' Shah' Prof'

s4 57 .eljsll rJJJp,

" ^iqrr.,u*ri-iarim, 
(translation by) Faridul Haq' Shah' Pro{'

re 1-5 .,.e1\l ;-):-
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perished.Hiswealthandwhatheearnedavailedhimnot.Nowheenterslntoa
blazingfire.Andhir*,ittoo,carrieroffirewood'Thereisaropeofpalmfiberinher
neck'"8'r, 

the above mentioned Surah we have seen the curse and anger of Almighry

AllahtoAbnLahabandhiswife,theworstenemyoftheHolyProphet(Allah,speace

andblessingsbeonhim).ThestorybehindthisisthatAbrrLahabvrasuncleofthe

Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him)' He and his wife Umm-e-Jamil

were the worst enemies of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him)'

They used to hurt rhe Messenger of Allah always vrhenever they find opportunity to

hurt him. He belonged to 
^very 

rich family and was pride of his wealth' He always

usedtospendhismoneytoharmlslamandMuslims..!fl,hentheHolyProphet

(Allah'speaceandblessingsbeonhim)gatheredhisrelativestopreachlslam'he

shoutedinangerthatyouhavegatheredusforthisreasonandhespokederogatory

remarksontheHolyProphetMuhammad(Allah,speaceandblessingsbeonhim)'

Meanwhile his wife used to spread thorns on the paths of the Holy Prophet (Allah',s

peace and blessings be on him) frorn where he used to walk to hurt him' Then

AlmighryAllahshowedHisgreatangerandcursedforbothhusbandandwifeand

sentacompletes0rahinrespectoftheHolyProphet(Allah,speaceandblessingsbe

onhim)togivetheworstpunishmenttoAbnLahabandhiswifeUmm-e-Jamil.

In Slrah al-Anfal Almighty Allah has ordered to kill thosc who go up againsr

AIIah and His M..r.ngt'' (Ai;I; Pt'ce and. blessings b,t."". |i*l:,'s 
it is mentioned:

ili,':iLi I-$;ij}, ai"nf: i' #."+ ,y'r'*-*,)':iirt trlu #q ou.," It states: "rhis i'

87 A1-Qur'an-ul-Kanm, (transiation by) Faridul Haq' Shah' Prof'

rs 13:Juilr ;r*
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because, they opposed Allah and His Messenger' and whosoev:l 
-oPP:ses 

Allah and

His Messenger, then "ta""iitJfy, 
and severe iJthe torment of Allah'"8e

An other example is this verse of Surah al-Tubah in vrhich Almighty AIIah has

clearly declared the painful punishments for those who hurt' insuh and commit

blasphemy against the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace ind blessings be on him), the Holy

eur'dn menrions: ivt: *Ud,r, F f ili'$'ill 3i Aj'AtFr o-r1! c''r!r x+i "

"And of them some are those who hurt the Prophet and say, 'He is an ear' say 'He is

an ear for good of you, believes in Allah and believes the words of Muslims' and is a

mercy for those who are Muslims

for them is the Painful torment'""'

among you.' And those who hurt the Messenger'

In both of above verses it may be noted that the harm to the Holy Prophet is

not physically however it is hurting and blasphemy with words' in spite of this'

Almighry Allah is declaring war against those who insult or hurt the Holy Prophet

(Allah's peace and blessings be on him) in any way' And to hurt or insult to the Holy

prophet (Allah,s peace and blessings be on him) is meant to hurt Almighty Allah

Himself. Even Almighry Allah ordered to resPect the Holy Prophet lr{uhammad

(Al}ah'speaceandblessingsbeonhim)verycarefully'Inthisconnectionwecan

present this verse of the Holy Qur'an Snrah al'Baqarab as tn exarr'>le' how Ailah

Almighry is aware of the blaspheme of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings

Ee Al-Qur'en-ul-Karim, (transiation by) Faridul Haq' Shah' Prof'

m 61 L.J,,IEJJ-
e1 Al-Qur'rn-u1-Karim, (translation by) Faridul Haq' Shah' Prof'

60



be on him) and stops !o use even such word to call the Holy Prophet (Allah,s peace

and blessings be on him) which can be taken as blasphemy are meant to hurt him in

arly w^y.The Holy eur,en ssalss. 
al,ij;13 EJ,t jl fJy: USfJ l-C-F i l,ii"l &!l Qj f;"

rz"pi Ltii drfls]]J "O Men of fairh do not say. Raina, but say humbly, respected

sir. ,,Look upon us" and from very beginning listen carefully, and for the disbelievers

is a grievous tor*"rrt.93"

From the above mentioned verses the respect of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and

blessings be on him) is being defined clearly. As it is in Surah al-Hujurat Almighry

Allah has shown the great respecr ro the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be

on him), He says, " ,J.;r,\ trJ tr'*;; i;.#l *"* 6"ii$lpi l#; .J 1r':l &Il Si U

Ir .)il + e*rr;.-i b-&+Ir o! i:-J'ji,;3Y irE du'il,iX ii ir--J is++ ,it=t

:-.,r',+-11 l:s ,,6-ris +llr jt as; -*i; il; #',iri1l)e<*-& ii,l 6ilr ;ir aiiri

.rrlt t1;i !.i*, 'r* iotr'3J1ts jrs efrll tJ-r,F r-rli; e*, l: . j-s4 y $Fi
ir\ r;sltr...rr;u r.lG u;:; r-.#i airi++ uy l-,in.r ji r-,:;+ig F 3*Li ikE i! tv't

..,$j Clr J-Vl d,l, # eSig ;i',i,r OiJ f# S'.lIs c# 4j; ;u*yr Sl t * ;r
to,,.Jr..irlr $ dltri'663ir, Sr.*iJll ;iir 65;ll t;; The Holy Qur'an says: "'o

believers! Raise not your voices above the voice of the Communicator of unseen (the

prophet) and speak not aloud in presence of him as you shout to one another, lest

your works become vain while you are uflaware. . undoubtedly, those who lower

down their voices in the presence of rhe messenger of Allah, those are they whose

hearts Allah has tested for piety. For them is forgiveness and great reward.

undoubtedly, rhose who call you from behind your private aPartments, mo.-: of them

are stupid. And if they had patience, until you yourself come out to them that had

e2 194 ;; 'i+lt 
;1*

u Al-Qur'in-ul-Karim, (translation by) Faridul Haq, Shah, Prof'
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beenbetterforthem.AndAllahisForgiving,Merciful.'Obelievers!|f.ary

disobedient comes ro you with any news, make a strict inquiry lest you may hurt any

people improperly then remain rePentirg on what you have done' And know that the

Messenger of Allah is among you. If he were to do accordinS to your liking in much

of the affairs, you would then surely be in trouble, but Allah has endeared the faith to

you and has adorned it in your hearts and He has made infidelity, and iniquity and

disobedience hateful to you such persons are on the right course'"es

Moreover it is clearly mentioned in the Holy Qura'an th"t, 6ir ' liS: tll-l "

*";;rl- ;8i ru it+t ) #)',isl ntj rrr.ul fr; e l-,-].1 A)a;.x i" " "If thev

break their oaths after their corren"nt, and raunt at your religion, then fight with the

leaders of infideriry. u"l""irJry, ,i.ir *.t r 
"r. 

no,hing. Haply they may desist'"''

If we see the context of this verse it clearly mentions that those who break the

laws and insult and calumny in religion they are no more under protection of Islam'

they should be killed. This verse is the evidence against those (o.rlr) Dhimi who insult

IslamandtheHolyProphet(Allah,speaceandblessingsbeonhim)theyarenomore

under custody of Muslim State'

Concept of BlasPhemY in Ahadlth

Traditions in strah and Ahad.itb relate stories of how the Holy Prophet Muhammad

(Allah,speaceandblessingsbeonhim)orderedthedeathofpeoplewhomockedhim.

These sources are nor consistent, however, are included the stories of Muhammad

toleratinginsultsorleavingthepunishmenttoGod'Inanycase,thesetraditions

indicate that by the firsr Islamic century, speaking against Muhammad (Allah's peace

e5 A1-Qur'in-ul-Karim, (translation by) Faridul Haq' Shah' Prof'

,u t2 : lpt ;rr-
" Al-qur'an'ul-Kanm, (translation by) Faridui Haq' Shah' Prof'
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and blessings be on him) had come to be regarded an intolerable act within the Muslim

empire. Legal scholars began to discuss blasphemy, whether against God, the prophet

Muhammad (Allah's peace and blessings be on him), or his Companions, in the

context of apostasy (riddab) andunbelie{ (kufr).

The researcher from the key sources of Islam, i.e. Ahddith, have mentioned, in

the following lines, those major incidents and narrations in which the Holy Prophet

(Allah's peace and blessings be on him) ordered to kill the blasphemous, and in the

light of these narrations, punishment of blasphemy can be derermined.

There are many narrations about Ka'ab bin Ashraf, a Jew, from many

Mohadditbin in different phrases bur vrith one substance, who was the worsr enemy of

the Prophet of Islam (Allah's peace and blessings be on him). He used to hurt Muslims

and never missed the chance to insult and speak abuses against the Holy Prophet

Muhammad (Allah's peace and blessings be on him). Moreover, he used to write dirty

and sing it to disrespect and dishonour the Prophet of Islam (Allah's peace andpoetry ancl slng lt to cusrespect ancl drshoflour the l'rophet oI lslam (AIIah's peace and

blessings be on him). One day the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on

him) asked his companions to kill him and Sahabi Muhammad bin Musallema stood

up, went and killed him,"

et There is a separate section in Kitabul Bukhari enrirled'Bab Qatl-e-Ka'ab bin al'Asbraf .

See: i;,-i! r .r+:-,'5 -li! -.,1, ,.9 julr .ruS, ,t'-rL+ g+-, l1cL-!.i :.o:,- -!lrr- ll ,+.rt+l . , is narrared: :l-r." Jr!
ii}1 .,ii 3i ajF .siJ::yr Of +sr ji) :d;.r /;lt ar 

"p 
.fu a}Lr rlu :iI* .uii at ,,a1 ar qo ,-r -"5,'.y;

---oj,i,i sJt(aJiJU
In an other narration the Holy Propher (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) ordered his companion,

Sa'ad bin Ma'-az ro send a troop to kiil him. See: :(,47.5 :.JsJ,lJl) ,ir+,ll .1,V" ,'r.t'' + i*Jl ;:'"i o:i++Jt ,r' rt
197lj :gl-.rJl c.r!,rll;l.r .i.r.LJl,--.65.11.,)l:
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On another occasion a companion of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and

blessings lre on him),Ibn-e-Makttm a blind sahabl @Lay Ailah be pleased on him), had

awif.e [Jmme W'ald,n'who used to insult the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings

be on him) and said diny poetry against him to disrespect and dishonour him' One

night, that Sahabi (lr4ay Allah be pleased on him), while she was insulting and making

derogatory remarks against the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him),

inserted a knife in her stomach and tore it and killed her. The next day, in morning,

rhe case presented before the court of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be

on him), he (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) said that her death has no value to

take revenge Qisls,her blood is useless and no payback is on her murderer.'m

Abdur RazzAq bin HamIm is well known Muhadditb'o' among the u:+u 4+

(tab'a tabe'in)lo2, and a prominent teacher of Imam Bukhart (May Allah be pleased on

Hifiz ibn-e-Hajar rqhiie narradng this Hadith rnendons that his dirry poetry and derogatory remarks

were painful for the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him). $ss; , ,+ .Je ; -r.-i ,;>iJr
1379 :asy, i3 Jr-j':.*iiYr J tgs -EidJ!,.=Jl.i,t'jJr 3J-.- g-!- gjrjr C.

And the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) himself prayed for the rroops Ior their
success while sending them. See: ,79713,;Ft ,-L).,.sie+ll alsosee:2391 :''';"ll C-r.sJt ..!rir; r--i
Shaikhul Islam Imim ibn-e-Taimiah has described this iacident in detail in his famous book, on the

honour and respect of rhe Holy Prophet (Allaht peace and blessings be on him). See: ;r.,,i ;Jt "i 
trI irt

4+.,Jr ifrl it-lJl ,+;.r_rJi .s,tlt u";.lt :t/204 ,1/22O.Jr--!l Ji*LJJJI rJlJl .ljLll.,- rri "*i *r,-tt
e' An Islamic term used for female servant who gives the birth to her chief's children. Mother oI her

chief's child.
L@ See:-4361 :e+!l rlJ .aiJl ,dr,,.iYl Lrr1;l-L:jl: yi see also, ;,L ,355,tr .Ol-.jl ,l-J L)o ,a-;-.1l r:3lryl ,;irr

3lmam Nisai has also mendoned this happening in his book. See: p-1 ;.44Jt d.iJl , q+'.:t 6; -r'.-i ,;u:lt
.4070+sll

'o' Th. t.r* muhaddith is referred to a specialist who profoundly knows and narrates Hadith of the

Holy Prophet (Allah's Peace and blessings be on him). However Imam, Shafa'i defined Muhahddith

that whoever memorizes at least 4OO,00O narrat.ions o{ the Holy Pr opher along with the chain of
narrarors is called Muhadditlt. See; -1 -5 .4.,r- ' etilJl e-r5,,r+:tt
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him).Hiscollectionofahadrthiscalled.al.Musannifwhichispublished.Inhisbook

he made a chapter separately on blasphemy entitled .,+Jr c''- (Sabbun Nabr) in which

he narrated those ahedith of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him)

where the blasphemous were given the harsh punishment of blasphemy of the Holy

Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him)'

AnotherJew,AbaRefi',wholivedinKhayber'usedtoinsulttheHoiy

Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) and abuse with derogatory remarks

always. The Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) sent a group of his

companions under the command of Abdullah bin Attik to kill him' Abdullah kiiled

him in his bed room'to'

HadhratAli(}rilayAllahbepleasedonhim)narratedthataJewishwomanused

ro abuse and insult the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him)' one day

aMuslimpressedherneckandkilledherandtheHolyProphetdeclaredherblood

revengeless, not valuable to take qisas'

On the victory day of Makkah $r- di)' the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and

blessings be on him) declared peace and Protection for everyone excePt {our people

those vrho used to insult the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) and

harmhiscompanions,andorderedtokillthemiftheyarehidingthemunderthe

cover of Ka'ba.

102 The second generation of Muslims, after the death of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Al]ah's peace

and biessings be-on him) in the second ce nrury o{ Hijrab'
ro3 See: 4028 :C+!l JJ,g+Jt 6-t-lt ,g-ruJt
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Among those who were ordered to be killed on the day of victory o{ Makkah,

rwo women were also, those who used to wrirc dirty poetry against the Holy Prophet

(Allah's peace and blessings be on him) and used to sing this poetry in public Parties

and gatherings. one of them was killed and one was forgiven by the Holy Prophet

(Allah's peace and blessings be on him) himself.

In above pages rhe researcher has tried to arnlyzn the different ahadtth of the

Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) which highlight the punishment

which was given to blasphemous by the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be

on him) himself and he ordered to kill those who abuse any prophet (Allah's blessings

be on rhem) or insult. In a religion there are three basic righrc on everyone, among

them one is HUqUqullah and the other HUqUqul 'Ibad, the right with Allah is

concerned and matter with Allah and His creation but the matter of Hlq[qul 'Ibad is

between humans, on which they have to be asked each other. Similarly the Huququn

Nabi comes under Hiqtrqul 'Ibad which means if someone hurts and insult or abuse

any prophet (Allah's blessings be on them) that prophet is the authority to forgives

that blasphemous or not. It is what lbn-e-Taimia has mentioned that as the Holy

prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) is passed away then if now some one

insults, abuses, or commits blasphemy or any derogatory remarks against him he must

be punished with death sentence because this is the punishment which the Holy

Propher (Aliah's peace and blessings be on him) himself gave to blasphemous in his

time. However, in some cases he (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) forgave
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blasphemous on their true submission but now no one can forgive any balsphamous

because it is the right of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him)

only and no one can forgive blasphemous. Then the blasphemous must be punished

with the dearh sentence.

Blasphemy and Attitudes of Sahnbah and Fuqa'hiln

After the death of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him), his best

and his closet friend Ab[ Bakar Siddiq (lrday Allah be pleased on him) was appointed

the first Caliph of Muslims, known as Khalifatur Rasul (d:-'JraiJi) the second-in-

command after the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him). Once in

congregarion with people, one person insuhed him and spoke derogatory remarks

against him. A Sahabi Abu Barza Qrlay Allah be pleased on him) stood up and asked

for permission to kill that blasphemous. Abu Bakar (May Allah be pleased on him)

went inside and called him into and said "By Allahl No one has right to ki1l anyone

whoever insults him except the Prophet because of his great honour and respect".'05

In the reign of abu Bakar Siddiq (lrday Allah be pleased on him) once Qadhi

Muhajir bin umayya, Governor of Yamama, in Islamic State, cut the hands of two

r Experts of Islamic Jurisprudence 2nd liv' is called Faqih, there are {our Iamous schools of thought in

aLl-sunnah rn Muslims.
tot 1 .e , 374-375 :o-.6rirr .&! Jl ir can be also seen in AbO Datd: 252:2 ,:Nl QlS |i'i" 'rllr .:]r, see

also: 196:2 : eti,ll ,p1sf. Dr Tahir-ul-eadri in his book mentions that this Hadith confirms for the Head

of Islamic State that he would kill the blasphemous of the Holy Prophet (Ailah's peace and blessings be

onhim). See: 2009-.tii;:i"J+ ,.rr-r'fl gF '262 o'"c-'l-) o'J'u L'-1'llt r t' ''sJ'rj, Muhammad Isma'il

qrr.,hi under rhis Hadith descrites that it was rrue that caliph Abn Bakar ${ay Allah be pleased on

6im) kne* that the dearh is only penalry for rhose who insult and commit blasphemy against rhe Holy

proih", (A11ah's peace and blessings be on him). See: f-3 +Ji-e ql" ,iirl sL-. Jr,-J u"r.u ,,-!"-1 ''- - '.,'t"J
.2006 .-r*Y qris ulJs. u J ,;t;',XU r-)-aIt ,108-110 -g,- ,cJt r; g145i ee1-! -131
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'women singers and broke their teeth on committing blasphemy against the Holy

Prophet Muhammad (Allah's peace and blessings be on him). \flhen Abu Bakar Siddlq

(May Allah be pleased on him) came to know about this punishment to those

blasphemous he said, "He would kill them both on blasphemy if they were not given

this punishment before".1fr

Same there are some decisions which were taken in the reign of Umar Farooq

(May AIIah be pleased on him) the second caliph of Islam, in q/hich the blasphemous

were given the death senrence on committing blasphemy against the Holy Prophet

(Allah's peace and blessings be on). once he (May Allah be pleased on him) himself

ordered to kill a priest on his blasphemy against the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and

blessings be on him).107

In Iraq, Abdullah bin Mas'Ud $[ay Nlah be pleased on him) chief Justice,

ordered to kill a person who committed blasphemy''ot

Mujahid narrates that once a man was presented before the court of ljmar

Farooq (May Allah be pleased on him) who used to abuse the Holy Prophet

Muhammad (Allah's peace and blessings be on him), he (lr4ay Allah be pleased on him)

ordered to kill him. 'oe

-" *;!;?." - &-, 
",r" 

4i+. . 75 ,74 ,.:r..,--l-., J -rr''Lr.iJlro : iJL; -l*-i' '-lKli ' :^- ' i"',1 C+'
-l ,.-.1t.,1 ,1,"1+."!l a)-l .Grii=j3 arlj -;S;* ,;,;- IJL-r .'-"3"1i

'o'lbid
108 Ib d
10' Ibid.
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It is also narrated that once in the period o{ the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace

and blessings be on him), a decision was made by the HoIy Prophet (AIIah,s peace and

blessings be on him) in favour of a Jew in spite of a Muslim' That Muslim went to

UmarFaooq$4ayAllahbepleasedonhim)andpresentedhiscaseagaininfrontof

him.HelistenedandwentinsideandcamewithsvzardandkilledthatMuslim,with

comments that whoever does not accepr rhe decision of the Holy Prophet (Allah's

peace and blessings be on him) has no right to live on earth''l.

Qezi 'A1ryadh mentioned in his book that since the reign of Sahebah

[CompanionsoftheHolyProphet(Allah,speaceandblessingsbeonhim)]tiIIthe

day,today,itisitagreedandconscienceruleamongtheUlamah'andAe'mmahthat

blasphemous of the Holy Prophet must be killed'1ll

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (May Allah be pleased on him) has also said whoever

commit blasphemy against the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be

on him),whether he is Muslim or non-Muslim' he or she must be killed'"'

rro \(rhen the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be

and entirled umar (May Ailffi #"*d "r 
r"O wiih address of Faruq (ir-is), who differendates

between the right ,rra ,i,t *'o'f iee' ov': '!-!r .!iE oe .-ru l rr c rr !"s'i rxlJB 3t! 3;l 'a2L-it
.n3-;rq - r.iyJl;l.r ,1 .6 .536 .- lirUi'*r.,,l '!:Li)l the same incident can be seen in detaii under the

SurahAn-Nisa,inverse*,*t'*'*' '1"-''ii"n'j3r tu-!yEll 'g:u.i)r :"i .JP'j'hPrl'"+r}t

,it#'ilr,, r c[i.,ill .,-;"!o .,_E moreover Qizi menrions that Even Imam Abu yousuf states rhat

Muslim,swifegetsseparatiooi,"-r,*r,,.u"ndimmediatelyontheblasphemyofhishusbandagainsr
;;;iy Propf,.t (Ail'h'' p"ce and blessings be on him)'

r,2 see: whoever abuses or disresoect or says derogatorl- remarks against the Holy Prophet (Aliah's

p"r.. ur,JUf.rrings be on him) musr be killed 525 : JrlJt 2 )'J1 '4+"i Jfl el-r
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Imem Melik says whoever insults or abuses or speaks evil against the Holy

Prophet (Allaht peace and blessings be on him) he or she is Muslim or non-Muslim

shall be killed and shall not be forgiven even on

After mentioning and quoting different

Imam ibn-e-Taimiah concludes that whoever

Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) even he or she is not intended to

do so, he or she shall be given death penalry, and shall not be forgive.lla

All Fuqa'ha are agreed on this issue that any Muslim who commits blasphemy,

abuses, insults, and says derogatory remarks on the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and

blessings be on him) and does not submit rue apology and excuse on the blasphemy

committed, shall be killed. t15

Ab0 Bakar narrates that all Muslims Ai'immah have consensus on rhis

that however insults the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) shall be

killed. It is what is mentioned by Imam Malik bin Anas, Ishaq, Ahmad and Al-lais,

l1r See: 526 'J J,".ll eJLJI ,4J.:,3 !*l ll..l
tt' See: 567 :J;JJI .,ruJt .4J.:u ;l;l al-l
t"See, 

-;l-.11,;ra 4,-ai r{.rLi ',':< 6:rsS,2/22a r ,.jt*Jl 6F,.-i,-J*i eli.ilt .",:tr Ui s-.J-; J-aill .fi ,.-Ut
.-trt! , I(hattibi says that I have never seen anyone among Muslims who disagrees on the death

senlence for the blasphemous of rhe Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him). Muhammad

bin Sahnin states rhat it is confirmed consensus among Muslims to kill the blasphemous. $sg; ra:,.:n o{l

4 .Lr ,rJ3-..;Jt asl,i -l' rJ-JJt tJr. ll, Imam Abu Bakar Jassas srates that there is no disgrement among any

sect of Muslims, rhat the Mulsims blaphamous shall be given death if he or she does not ask for true

apoiogy. See: .sl#,,rr.-rJt &t;r:Jt rtj-lJh .275:4 ,iiJill als--l ,gjt-llt .ll. g;.r^l .'pr -rll same statement has

been given by Qezi Sanaullah Peni Pd, 5ss3 ,3lJill o!.!t,;t.r , 3152:1. ,q;,Bt B",iill ,nl c$ t^)c ,g 'tlll
-,-a"*.-Jl

sincere excuses. "l

references of scholars and Aa'mmah,

says derogatory remarks against the

ISSUe
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anditiswhatlmimshafa.ibelievesandmentions.Theyarealsoagreedthatthe

blasphemous plea shall not be accePted as well'116

Regarding the forgiveness to Muslim blasphemous' some of the opinions of the

Aa,mmahisdifferent,ImamAbuHanifahandsomeothersAa,mmahareoftheview

that if a Muslim blasphemous is seeking the true apology and sincere plea against his

blasphemy, he or she would be given some time' It may be one day or maximum three

days and his or her apoiogize would be accepted on the circumstances'"'

Asforasthenon.Muslimisconcernedhisorherblasphemywouldnotbecalled

aposrasy. It will be an addition in his or her disbelieve. As Imam Kasani says that the

blasphemyofaZimmi(o.$r)(non.MuslimunderMuslimprotectioninMuslimstate)

is addition of infidelity and incredulity'"'

According to some Fuqa'ha with blasphemy a zimmi is not excluded from the

prorection of Islamic Srate but it is on starc how it treats on his or her blasphemyr"'

Islamic Laws take a more severe view towards reviling the Holy Prophet

Muhammad (Allah,s peace and blessings be on him) than it does towards reviling God'

By the beginning of the founh Islamic century, a consensus had developed among the

scholars that the one who insults the prophet of Islam must be put to death' Today

tr6 See: 220:2 :.ti'i'!t ',9q' ,r;il
rr7 See: .+:-,!t ,r}"e Cdijl-rlr ,167 .f .rj.p-,ll c-.r',rL ,JJIJI *iJ- I '.,s+Jl rt'Yl
r18 See: 9 -V ,447-448.rr ,!UJt lll ..ti!.,rls 6t-YI
rre See: .p1995 -g:-xr.,;;Jl o,rS, )-u-,ri , l.e ,405 -ar-..r:!Jl !r+ C-p.l tl+Jl t#Jl uLJ tJ'Jl .l+l (;L'!l it

is mentioned in detail lr. t i, "tt"t. 
u-y uir-rrr"a Mushtaq Ahlad, Assistant Professor in Faculty of

Shar,i and Law at lnternational Islamic Universiry hlamabad. Seet ,f 6 VplJ"''Si;s / J"L/'J "z'Ob

-1,,ti,1-fi-,c.i1tv,,f ,t ff ,l ttv,,l'rtW "5u-f 'f 
j1 

'st':oa
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Muslim nations who seek to abide by Islamic Law, continue to meet out punishment

to citizens accused of blasphemy .In t982, Pakistani President Zia ul-Haqq introduced

Section 2958 in the Pakistan Penal Code, punishing "defiling the Holy Blasphemy,

Qur'an" with life imprisonment. In 1986, Section 295C vras introduced, mandating

the death penalry for "use of derogatory rernarks in respect of the Holy Prophet."

Christian Historical Background in Pakistan

The Christianiry has long history in the Sub-Continent bef.ore L947.It was necessarily

a part of the church in this region.'2o However the origin of Christianity in Pakistan is

not very clearly appeared in front of us throughout the ages in Pakistan. The origin of

Christianity in Sub-continent always has been remained a research problem for the

historians."' Although, we shall try to describe its history from different sources in

the foilowing pages.

lilfle do not find the origin of christianiry in Pakisran very clear. Most of the

Christians living in Pakisran believe that the Church had its origin in the early First

Century (CE), and was established by the Apostle St. Thomas. However, some of the

Christians caregorized it, that the apostle had come to Taxi1a122. In his iourney, afrct

landing at Karachi by sea' he came by the River Sindh, which Passes to the north of

Taxila. According to Marthoma church, he came Kerala in India in 52 cE, but

1:o See: Emaman ul Zaf.er, The Concise of Pakistani Churches, (Lahore: Hamoo Khan Publications,

2007), p.zs.
12r See: Mircea Eliade, Ed, The Encyclopedia of Religion, (I',lew York: Macmillan Publishing Company'

1987), Vol. 3, p. 422.
122 rffhich was called Takshashila, the old name of taxila.
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Pakistani Bishop Malik stated that St. Thomas went to Kerala after establishing

church in Pakistan, vzhich is the first church in Pakistan."

There vras another church which vzas made by Armenian Christian traders in Lahore

in Akbar's era. As Akbar was sympathy to other faiths and had grear deal with inter-

faith relations.

Ho.wever rhe real growth of Christianiry in rhis era v/as started in 19'h

Century, vihich vras the result of rhe efforts of the missionaries movements, supported

by rhe British Government in India. British Government permined missionaries in

British India by rhe charter Act of 1813. The official church of that time in India

had rwo wings for missionary purpose, i.e. the cMS (church Missionary Society) and

the uPSG (Jnited Sociery for the Propagation of the Gospel). The early achievements

of christian missionaries were mainly in Punjab province and many of these new

Christians migrated to other provinces, in Blochistan and Sindh with the course of

time, but now Christian can be seen in all provinces of Pakistan including N'W'F'P'"'

It 1947, after the partition of the sub-continent, both Pakistan and India got

separate independent lands. According to John O'Brien there were 516,000 Christians

living in Pakistanl25 and most of them did not leave Pakistan'

!:1 In rrieq/ of some historian, Saint Thomas, among the twelve disciples of Jesus came into India after

his resurrection. See: Emamanul Zaf er, The concise of Pakistani churches, p.25.

12a See: Teheodore Gabriel, Christian Citizens in An Islamic State The Pakistan Experience, (USA:

Ashgate Publishing Company 20A7), pp.9'23
t:, SJe, John o'Brien, fi, corrtiriio of Pakistani Chistian ldentity, (Lahore' Research Society of

Pakistan,2006), P.591
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However, after partition majoriry of Christians living in rural areas of Pakistan

or migrants from India tried to move into urban areas and they got settled in Basties

(I(echi Abadie$.'16

Half of the Christians in Pakistan are Roman Catholics, others are Protestants.

The Roman Catholics have major seminary of Christ, the King in Karachi and a

minor seminary in Lahore. They run several hospitals and are involved in social work

of various rypes. The Protestant groups include a large Brethren membership spread in

small, mainly autonomous, congregations over Punjab and present in all major

crtles. ^-'

The majoriry of population of Christians of Pakistan is living in Karachi,

Islamabad and mostly in the districts of Punjab."' There are five to fifry families

approximately in every big village of Punjab.'2' About 2 to 3 million Christians are

populated in Pakistan and 98o/o of them are in Punjab Province, and 60 % of them are

in rural areas and re$ of them is in the urban areas. Majority of Christians living in

Punjab are converred from lower caste Hindus. Hindus converted into Christianity in

the interior Sindh."o

u6 See: John O'Brien, The Construction of Pakistani Christian ldentity' p' 6C1'

r27 
See, Vi.rrienne Sracey, The Christian Minority in the Islamic State of Pakistan,

htto,//www o/" 
2 OCHRIS TIAN o/o2OMINO RI TYo/o

2OIN o/o20lSLAMI TATEo/o20OF%20PAKIST .p!l (accessed on O1-06-2012 at 20:30)

I28 See: ibid., 37-40.
!e See: Theodore Gabriel, Chrisdaa Citizens in an Islamic State' p 21'
1ro See: Dominic Moghai, Human Person in Punjab Soc.iety: A Tension bet,r'een Religion & Culture,

pp.10-1i.
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The Concept of Blasphemy in Christianity

The concept of Blasphemy in Christianiry always remained changing and never fixed'

It has ranged from the aacient Hebrew crime of cursing the name of God to irreverent

statements that outrage the religious sensibilities of others'

Blasphemy is a malicious evil speaking against God. It may be applied to profane

speaking against any sacred thing, as it is defined by St. Pius X in the following;

,,Blasphemy is a horrible sin which consists of word or acrs o{ contempt or

malediction against God, the Blessed virgin, the saints of sacred things-"rI

But sacrilege is more appropriate term, which stands for profanation of any thing

which is holy. More strictly sacrilege is "the abuse or violation of a sacred Person,

place or thing."t32

Blasphemy in Context of the Bible

Here in the following we would mention blasphemy in view of the Bible context' The

worst form of blasphemy is when a Person by comparing God with gods of heathens,

represents Him as a pitiable, helpless figure from whom nothing can be expected. 'rl

In another view, the people of God must be aware not to provoke these blasphemies

of the pagans. The prohibirion against blasphemy first appears in the Ten

Commandments. The second commandment narrates that "Thou shall not take the

1rt "The catechism of St. Pius X", hrtp/ /:www.theholysee. com
,,, Herron, M. 'sacrilege' (An) New Catholic Encyclopedia Q'trew York; Ir{egran Hill Book. 1966), \:ol

XII, p. 8a.

'rr 2 Kings 19:30-35,2 Chron 32:13tl; Is 1O:8-11,36:18 f{, 37:10-13,Judith 6:1-4
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name of Jehovah God in vain"ro which means not to utter the name of God

irreverently. Specifically it is mentioned as "Thou shall not revile God, not curse a

ruler of the people".

According to the OId Testament blasphemy reflects improper action with

regard to the use of God's name. It guides the Hebreq/ definition of blasphemy' The

offense is designated as a capital crime, and the offender is to be stoned by the

comrnuniry. Blasphemy involves the actual pronunciation of the name of God aiong

wirh an attitude of disrespect. Under the influence of this interpretation, the personal

name of God (Yahweh) was withdrawn from ordinary speech and the ritle of Adonai

(Lord) was used at its place"'.

Israel, at various times, was guilry of blasphemy. David was accused by Nathan

of making a mockery of God's commands and giving an occasion for the enemies of

Israel to blaspheme-to misunderstand the true nature o{ Godl'u'

The enemies of Israel blasphemed God through acts against the people of God.

The Assyrians claimed that God was powerless when compared to their mighry

armyrr,. A disrespect of God was shown by the Babylonians during the Exile, as they

continually ridicuied God'rt. Edom was guilry of biasphemy vrhen it rejoiced over the

t3'Ex 2a,7 see also Ezek 36:20, Is 52:5
r15 Leviticus 24:t4-16
116 2 Samuel 12:14
r3i See: 2 Kings 19:6, 2Kings l9:Z2,Isaiah 37:5, Isejah3T:23
tr8 Isaiah 52:5
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fall of Jerusalemtrr. God responded with judgment'* or promised judgmentto' ro

defend the digniry of His name.

The New Testament of the Bible expands the concept of blasphemy which

includes the actions against christ and the church as the body oi Christ. Jesus was

considered by the Jewish leaders as a blasphemer Himselfit2. According to which, Jesus

not only claimed messianic digniry, but further claimed the supreme exalted statusl'i'

According to the sanhedrin, such a claim, fits the charge of blasphemy and, therefore,

deserves death'oo. However, according to the Nevr Testament viewpoint, the real

blasphemers were those who denied the messianic claims of Jesus and rejected His

unity with the Fatherl*s.

The uniry of Christ and the church is recognized in the fact that persecutions

against Christians are labeled as blasphemous actsr{6. It is also important that

Christians avoid conduct that might give an occasion for blasphemy, especially in the

area of. attirude and speech"'.

lre Ezekiel 35:12
I40 .) T{' inoc 1S.1(_17

r'1 Isaiah 52:6; Ezekiel 35:72-15
ta2 Mark2.,7
ta3 Luke 22:69
ra' See, Matthevr 26:65,Mark 14:64
r'5 See, Mark 15:29; Luke 22:55;Luke 23:39
rto l Timothy 1:13, 1 Peter 4:4, Revelation 2:9
1t7 See: Ephesians 4:31, Colossians 3:8, 1 Timothy 6:4, Titus 3:2
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The sin of blasphemy is a sin that'can be folgiven' However' there is a sin of

blasphemyagainsttheHolySpiritthatcannotbeforgivenlos.Thisisastateofhardness

in which one consciously and willfully resists God's saving power and grace' It is a

desperateconditionthatisbeyondthesituationofforgivenessbecauseoneisnotable

to recognize and repent of sin' Thus one wanting to rePent of blasphemy against the

Spirit cannot commit the srn'

Concept of Blasphemy in Christian's History

ThecasesofblasphemyandtheexecutionofpunishmentforitvlererareinHebrew

history. However, in the Christian era the term expanded beyond the original

meaning of abusive uwerance against God' Blasphemy is used as a broad term for any

offenses against religion or religious people'

During the centuries after the crucifixion' many different interPrerations of

Christianirycompetedwitheachotherasthetruefaith.Everyfactionaccusedits

opponents as blasPhemers'

InFourthcentury,thecontroversy.wassettledbyfixingontheNiceneCreed,when

authoriryofthechurchvlasbackedbycoercionofthestate.Constantine,sdecreeles

catholic christianiry to be the exclusive religion of the empire and the rest are of

orthodoxyrae.

1a8 See: Marthew 72:32,Mark3:29' Luke t2:10

tos see.,constant;ort supprrt o|;i;;;;;i" Benenson, Henry (Ed')' Documents of the Church

(Oxford: The Oxford Universiry Press' 1953) p' 23
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Christians then began persecuring each other and heresy superseded blasphemy as the

great crime against Christ and His Church. Early Church farhers (e.g. Athanasius and

Augustine) intermixed accusations of blasphemy and heresy as if the rwo rerms were

inter changeable. St. Paul mentioned blasphemy in nineteen voices of certain

heretics.r5o

Heresy became the encompassing term since the papal age, because the church

faced abusive criticism and competing doctrine about the faith with its own folds and

not irreverent speech about God. St. Augustine said that those who knew the revealed

ruth yet permitted disloyalty to it, committed a greater crime than those who rejected

it. He considered blasphemy the most 'diabolical heresy,r5r

Blasphemy through the Ages of Christianity

In medieval period the concept of blasphemy was nothing significantly different. The

scholastic trearmenr of blasphemy divides it into "immediate" (when directed against

God Himselfl, and "mediate" (when ir amacks God through His word, His church,

His offices, sacrament or saints).

Heretical (when it involves a false doctrine), imperceptive (when in a form of a

curse), or merely abusive (when it is made up of contempr).ts2

1s0 Prat, Fernand S. J. Er Trans. John L. Stoddar d, Theory of Saint Paul (London: Burns Oats & Vrash
Borne Ltd. 1934) Vol. n, p.469-470
Also see: Lery, Leonard v.'Blaspbemy' (An,) Eliade Mircea (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Religions
(USA: Macmillaa Publishing Company, 1982) \Io1. 2, p.2aO
151 Ibid (An. 1)
L'52 see: The catholic Encyclopedia (online Edition:2003) vol.Il, p.1 and Cobb, vl.F.'Blaspbemy'
(An.), Hastings, James (Ed.) Encyclopcdia of Religions and Erhics, (I-ondon: T tr T clark, 1980) vol.
2, p.67A
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Afrer the sixteenth cenrury, blasphemy was disdnguished from heresy and

replaced it as the principal charge against religious belief. During the Reformation,

Protestanrs had to reinvent the crime of blasphemy because heresy was the catholic

description for Protestants leaders performed to describe as 'blasphemy' and thing

rhey disliked or disagreed with. The state over ruled the church and blasphemy was

considered an offence against society-

Since eighteen cenrury blasphemy has become a technical name for a Particular

crime against the peace and good order of

religious sensibilities of any group of nation.

society, the giving of public offence to

Blasphemy as a Crime

Any word, sign or action which intentionally insults the goodness of or is offensive to

God.l" Until the Enlightenment, it v/as punishable by death. Blasphemy was classed

as heretical if it openly asserted some thing contrary to faith, and as non-heretical iI it

involved careless or insulting speech about God.

In many Christian countries it is technically a crime, and is extended to include the

denial or ridicule of God. Christ or the Bible; but the lavr is seldom invoked. It is also

a crime in certain non-Christian (eg idamic) countries.

In eaily Chrisdaniry, blasphemers were Punished with ecclesial sanctions that

ran from censure to excommunications. Later the established church used the Pov/ers

of state to enforce more stringent measures against them. Anyone blaspheming the

name of christ or expressing contempt of the Triniry had his head shorn, was

,5r TJr W'orrlsuorth , Dictionary of Beliefs k Religions, (l.ondon: V''ordsq'orth Editions Ltd., 1995),

P.7A
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subjected to a hundred strips, and suffered perpetual imprisonment in chains' In

France, according to a

capiml offencer5a'

law enacted at the Diet of Aachen (818 C'E) this sin was a

In Middle Ages the ecclesiasticai court was a principal authoriry for the

punishment oi blasphemy. In a decree of Gregory D( it is laid down that a blasphemer

shall be condemned by the bishop to public Penance at the church door for seven

Sundays, being on the last Sunday deprived of his shoes and outer clothing, to fast and

give alms.'s5

About the end of the fifteenth century blasphemy was most severely punished

because it was though as a principle that God himself was iniured by blasphemy, but

the feeling has gradually gained ground that God is not a being who can be iniured by

man,s insults. So when blasphemy is considered punishable, it is an offence against

sociery. But uptill 18,h century blasphemy was considered a capital crime in many

western countries."6

\3a 'Bla,obemy'(Art')' Iie Catholic Encyclopedia, Online Edidon 
' 
Vol' 2' P' 3

,,, See, ibid, bobb, ,tfl. F.'Blaspbemy' (An.) Hating Ja mes, Encylopedia of Religion and Ethics, op' cit'

Vol. fl p. 670, andAnquis, Thomas, 'Ssmma Theologica', op' cit' Q' 13' Art' 13 
-,uJvirgioi* ii.r. .od. of lr*s (1611) specified death for anyone blasphemmg rhe Trinity or

C*isJaniry and many orh.r, **r"r/.o1on;es followed it. See Lery L. r10' . 'Blasphemy' (Art') E1iade,

Mircea (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Religion op' cit' Vol' II' p' 241'
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Conclusion

In this chapter the concept of blasphemy has been described in the light of Islamic

sources and from the christians' prosPective. From both sources it becomes clear that

the concept of blasphemy is found in both of these religions. In Isiam, the Holy

Qur'an has clearly menrioned the punishments for those who commit blasphemy

against the Almighry Aliah and His Holy Prophets (May Allah's peace be on them)'

Moreover, the punishments on blasphemy against the Prophet of Islam (Allah's peace

and blessings be on him) are described in the Holy Qur'an and also these punishments

can be studied from the Ahedifi of the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be

on him). Sahaba and the Fuqa'ha describe and give punishment to those who do

blasphemy against the prophet of Islam (Allah's peace and blessings be on him)'

In second part the origins of christianiry in Pakistan is discussed in demil, then

the concept of blasphemy with reference to christian sources can be studied in this

porrion. In rhe New Testament of the holy Bible the offence of blasphemy is also

referred frequendy. In this conrexr, retaining the God centeredness of the Mosaic

condemn ir expanded blasphemy to include the reiection of Jesus and the attribution

of his miracles ro satanic forces.'5' This is called blasphemy against the Holy Spirit'

\57 Mt. L2:24-28, Mk 14:62
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The words and ways of acting which iniure the holiness, majesty and honour

of God are considered blasphemous, These can be directed either immediately against

God'ut, against His namert', His wordlu', His lawr61 or His angles'62'

The Gospel mentions that as Jews and heathens have blasphemed against Christ, so

which they do against his disciples. Therefore it is considered blasphemy when Jews

mocked at and opposed Paul and his teachings'6r.

It appears from these verses of the Holy Bible that any expression was

considered blasphemous which was wrathfully or contemptuously directed against

God, His being, or goodness. It also implies those expressions which arrogate God's

attributes for a creature, which opposed a truth revealed by Him, or opposed an

institution of which He was the author means 'the Church'.

In above discussion above we elaborated blasphemy in 18'h century because rill

18'h century we find the religious stance but since 18'b century due to emergence of

Enlightenment and Humanism and western outlook is not religious, so we have not

mentlon rt.

158 Acts 6:11, Rev 13:6, 76:1,L,27

'5' Room 2:24,Irime 6:1, Rev. 16:9
t6c T tt. 2:5
161 Acts 6:11
162 2Per2:7 Off; cf Jude 8-10
163 Acts 13:45. 18:5
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CHAPTER 3

MUSLIMCHRISTIANATTITUDES:ANALYTICALSURVEY

INTRODUCTION

In previous chapters, blasphemy laq/ with reference to Pakistan and blasphemy Islam

and christianiry has been mentioned in details. Specifically, Christian population and

Christian sertiement in Pakistan has been described in the second chapter'

In this chapter the christians and Muslims attitudes are analyzedwith the survey done

from Muslims and Christians' Meanwhile an account of different cases since the

mentioned in this chapter to find the
enforcement of the law dll 2010 has

amitudes of both communities in this regard'

In conducting survey there are several methods which the researcher observed

but mostly Gutlman's,u, scale and survey methodology is used to find the attitudes of

,6n sociologist and educator, Lious Guttman (1916-1987) belonged from America' His major

contribution is in the fiaa oi'social sciences, epecaiily his scale ro measure the attitudes of people are

well known and very productive in social sciences. He developed a scale to measure the attitudes'

This scale consisrs of a ser of statements related to the atdruJe in question and arranged in increasing

order of difficulry of acceptance. The same way, if a Person aBlees vrith a statement that expresses a

high., d.gr." of . gir.n ririr,rd., Ji. -rr* b.'.gre."Ll. to all other statements which express lower

J.lgr.., of"rlr. same-attitrrde. The lisr of state-.rrts, thr* arranged, is given to sample subiects in order to

,o?rh. irr.r""rirg degree of 
"...pr.r,..' 

Based on the "accept" responses of.respondents' the items are

-ccordingly modified, 
"rr.rrg.d, 

'*d 
tested again on. "o,ilt "bitttt' 

This proces continues rill a

scalable (i.e., empirically ."*!ilo, increasing d"egree of acceptance) set of irems. is developed' The {inal

set of staternents wirh their pr.i.,_rh, o.j., i-, the scalogram. when this_insrrument is used for

measuring a person,s ,ttitrd., 

"i. 
i.rro, checks all the it.ms s/he acceprs. The person's score is the

rota]numberofsuccessive.ornearlysuccessiveiremss/hehaschecked.See:
h,rp,//***.bookr.er'.o-/bioer.phvl1o'i'-e'-"tg^"-'ag1 (Accessed on 05-09-2012 at 9:45 am) or see:

s/Paqes/GuttmanCente12'asPx

been

both communities. People's likes and dislikes are basically their attitudes tosrard their
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Iikeness and dislikes. The researcher has tried to find out the attitudes of both

communities through the approach of Guttmann's Methodology in which a survey is

done.

An Analytical Survey of Blasphemy Law in Pakistan Throughout the years

In the following lines the history of blasphemy iaw and the case under this law have

been mentioned with the examples of the cases recorded in courts.

After the en{orcement of this law there are approximately L274 people

captured in this law till 201,2 ard mostly it is used for the article 295-C blasphemy

against the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him). In 1,992, a young

philanthropist Mr. Akhtar Hamid Khan of 18 years, a Muslim, was arrested for

committing biasphemy in an interview. Moreover, he wrote a poem for children

which contained material of blasphemy against the Prophet of Islam Muhammad

(Allah's peace and blessings be on him). According to the view of researcher ir seems

to be the first case of blasphemy against the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and biessings

be on him) after the enforcement of blasphemy law. Anorher case was reported in the

same year when a Christian Gull Masih was charged under the ardcle 295-C making

blasphemy against the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him)

In the year of. L993, there was a major case reponed in which three Christians

Salamat Masih 11 years old, Manzoor Masih 38 years old and Remar Masih of 44 years

old were captured because of writing blasphemous remarks on a wall of a mosque.
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Moreover, Anwar Masih from Sumundri, Punjab was also sent to jail for allegation of

blasphemy against the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him).

In April 1994 among the three captured Manzoor Masih was killed in gun fire

outside the District 8r Sission Court after hearing his case and both others were

injured.

After one year in February 1995 Sahmat Masih and Rehmat Masih were given death

sentence on blasphemy charge. But in February 23 the Lahore High Court (LHC)

released them based on that they were unfamiliar with Arabic text. A country wide

strike took place against the decision.

On Ocrober 14, 1996, Ayub Masih was captured under the case of 295-C for

committing blasphemy against rhe Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on

him)

In October 7997, avery tragic incident occurred when Arif Iqbal Bhatti Judge

LHC, who had acquitted two Christians in Blasphemy case, was shot dead in the

court.

In December 1998 Riaz Gohar Shahi, was accused of committing blasphemy

when he claimed to have had an audience with the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and

blessings be on him).
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Ayub Masih was given death sentenc e on 27 April' And Bishop John Joseph

cornmitted suicide in front of the court. Another case, Anwar Masih who was

captured in 1993 under the secrion 295-c vras given a religious imprisonment and

finally on April 20, 1998, the coufi declared him guilty'

On May 30 another Christian Shafique Masih was accused of speaking derogatory

remarks against the Holy Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him). 165

In year 2OOL, a physician, was charged under the blasphemy against the Holy

Prophet (Allah's peace and blessings be on him) and in October he was given the death

penalry and fine of 100,000 rupees.tuu Meanwhile different conferences were arranged

by religious groups like Kharm-e-Nabuvrar to stop any amendment in blasphemy law.

In rheir annual meeting in September it was said that a drive can be brought out if this

law is replaced or amended.167

On August 15,2002, AyUb Masih who was sentenced to death in 1998 and the

Bishop John Joseph suicided for him in front of the court, was acquitted free by the

Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP).

Another prisoner Muhammad Mehboob of death penalry ia 295-C by an Anti

Terrorist Court (ATC) was also set free by the LHC.

t6s 
See; Human Nghts Monitor 1998, pahore: Nadonal Comission for Jusrice and Peace Walton

Road, 1999) pp.47-57
166 

S ee: dawn new. hrtp: //daw n. com/ zalg i\2 it 0'8 ih) in-the-last-53-

(accessed on September L, 2012, ar 10:29 am)
ig Srrr, of lIiman Ngb* in 20lL,Hwanfughts Commission o{ Pakistan (Lahore: Aiwan-i-

Jamhoor, 107-Tipu Block, Nevr Garden Town, March 2002), pp' 167-168
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Six fresh cases were.registered in the same year under section 295-C. Among these six

cases four were sentenced ro death and three among six were Muslims. In Muhan Idris

Rabbani, in Lahore'wajihul Hasan and Anwar Kenith and in Faisalabad Kingri Masih

were sentenced ro death.16

Another case re'as registered againsr Muslim prayers leader (lmam) Molvi sana ullah

from Ahl-e-Hadith sect who was blamed to commit blasphemy in a sermon after

Morning Prayer.

In year 2003, three Christians accused of blasphemy AyEb Masih who had

spent nearly six years in jail were freed during the year.16e

In the year 2004, in recognition that the lives of those accused of blasphemy

'were at risk, an inspecdon team of the Lahore High Court (LHC) in February sent

letters to all districrs and sessions judges in rhe Punjab, advising that in rhe interest of

the safety of the judges, lawyers, witnesses and accused, such trials should take place in

jails, as adequate security arrangements could not be made for them in courts. The

lemer also stated that all pending blasphemy cases should be disposed off as quickly as

possible.

168 state of rruman Nghts in 2112,HumaaMghts commission of pakistan (Lahore: Aiwan-i-
Jamhoor, 107-Tipu Block, New Garden Town, March 2OO3), pp. 81-83
tt' state of Human Nghtt in 2lli,HvmanUghts commission of pakismn (Lahore: Aiwan-i
Jamhoor, 107-Tipu Block, New Garden Town, J anuary 2OO4), pp. 172-173, also See: dawn new.

com/2ato/12/og/hi
September L 2A12, ar 10:31 am)
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Dr. Younus was ser free by an Additional District & Session Judge in

lslamabad in January after spending there and half years in Jail on Blasphemy

charge."o

.In June 2005, a Christian was charged with blasphemy on the basis of accounts

provided by children in Nowshera.

In August, an anti-terrorism court in Karachi sentenced Younis Sheikh to death for

writing a book entided Sbaitan Mauhti (Satanic Cleric). Sheikh had been arrested early

in 2005 under blasphemy laws. It was alleged that some of the contents of the book

were blasphemous.

In a study by the Justice and Peace Commission, about 647 blasphemy cases s/ere

reported in media since 1988. It was noted that nearly 90 cases were against Christians'

]n last five years, there was an increase in the number of Muslims facing

accusations of blasphemy. According to the National Commission for Peace and

Justice (NCP), an NGO engaged in monitoring the rights situation of Christians in

the country, there were 746 cases of alleged blasphemy in 2005. 107 persons were

accused of committing blasphemy. According to the NCfP rePort, published in March

2006, 55 percenr of the people accused in 2005 under the country's blasphemy laws

were Muslim, 18 percent Ahmadi, nine percent christian and six Percent Hindu. The

t7a State of lfuman Nghts in 2004, ]Frumar- fughts Commission of Pakistan (Lahore: Aiwan-i

Jamhoor, 107-Tipu Block, New Garden Town, January 2005), pp' 116'120
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figures showed that members of minoriry communities v/ere proportionately targeted,

given death that they made up only five percent or less of the overall population."'

In April 2007, police charged five,christian youths with blasphemy in Toba

Tek Singh (IT Sing), a district of Punjab. The complainant, Akbar Ghaffar, alleged

that his nephew, Faisal Gulzdr, aker an Eld Miladun Nabi procession saw Salimat

Masih and Babu Masih committing blasphemy. The accused, according to Mr'

Ghaffar, trampled on a sticker that had pictures of rhe Holy Prophet's (PBIIH)

"Na'lain Mubarik" and tomb. Thereafter, he said, armed accomplices, Rashid Masih,

Mota Masih and Shahia Masih, threatened Faisal Gulzar and allegedly used

blasphemous language against the Holy Prophet ( Allah's peace and blessings be on

him)."2

1n 2008, in Karachi, Jagdesh Kumar, a Hindu f.actory worker was killed outside

the factory by a crowd and his colleagues because he was accused of blasphemy."'

Moreover in May, a Christian Dr. Robin from Hafizabad was booked under Section

295-C of PPC.

In 2009, a total of 41 complaints of blasphemy v/ere registered bv police. About

37 Ahmedis were booked under blasphemy laws. However, many cases were

r" State of lfuman Nghts in 2006,Htman fughts Commission of Pakistan (Lahore, Aiwan-i-

Jamhoor, 107-Tipu Block, New Garden Town, Januarv 2002), pp. 1a8'150
ur Daily Dawn, Karachi, AprLl a4,2OO7 see also: .9rare of Human Nghts in ?00d Human fughts

Commission of Pakistan (Lahore' Aiwan-i-Jamhoor, 107-Tipu Block, New Garden Torvn, March 2008),

p. 108
r'r Daily Dawn, Karachi, April 26. 2011
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registered against Muslims as

law against each other.

Here in the following lines a

mentioned in the year 2009.

the rival sects of Islam increasingly used the blasphemy

detail account of the maior cases of Blasphemy Law is

Two Muslim, Mushtaq Ahmad and Muhammad Ali were arrested by Sargodha Police

having charge of erasing Kalimah from the wall of village's mosque. In the district

Sheikupura in Punjab, a Muslim Liaqat was arrested by the Police for burning the

Holy Quran.
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Muslim Attitudes: An Analytical Approach

1. Do you know the Laws of Blasphemy against Prophethood in Pakistan?
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In the lighr of our survey vrhich we have done there are more than 90olo Muslims those

who know about the Blasphemy Law in Pakistan.

2. According to you what is blasphemy against religion?
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to insult the holY
personages and speak evil
against the sacred entitY of
God i.e. His sacred books,

holy places and belief.

to insult someone's
religious feelings onlY
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More than 70% Muslims define that blasphemy is to insult the holy personages and

speak evil against the sacred entiry of God i'e' His sacred books' holy places and

beliefs. However, 30olo is of vievr that blasphemy is to insult someone's religious

feelings only.

3. Do you think Blasphemy law against Prophethbod is given by God or man

made?
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and someby Man

made by God and
amendment can be

no man made and can
made be changed

About 53olo Muslims believe that these laws are made by God and no amendment can

be made in these laws. Hence 77o/o olMuslims say that these lavzs are man made and

can be changed. Hovrever, a limle O5o/o is of the view that some Portion of these laws

are made by God and some by Man, and some say they are not sure about vrhether

they are Man-made or God given.
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4. In your view what punishment should be given to blasphemous of

Prophethood?
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Death Penalty Life imprisonment Did not comment

More than 58olo Muslims are of view that the death should be penalty of blasphemy

against the prophethood. 1,o/o say Life imprisonment should be the punishment for

blasphemous and .2/o did not comment on the punishment of blasphemous.
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5. vhat do you think Blasphemy law against Prophethood is given by God

and unchangeable or it can be changed according to the circumstances?
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Not Changeable Can be changed

620/o says thar these laws are not changeable and about 1,4o/o are of the view that these

Iaws can be changed with dme and according to the circumstances.

6. Does the Blasphemy law against Prophethood is misused most of the time

in Pakistan?
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35olo Muslims agree that these laws are misused always arrd l4o/o says it is has been

never used for wrong purpose. Meanwhile more than 10o/o are in view that some times

these are being used for wrong purpose. However 4olo do not know vrhether they are

used wrong or not.

T,Doyouthinkseriousstepsshouldbetakentostopthemisuseofthislaw

or the law itself should be abolished completely?

Everyone wants rhat if there is wrong use of rhese laws, the misusing of these laws

must be stopped.
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g. If this law is abolished then how the blasphemy against Prphethoot and

religion can be stoPPed?
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g. vhat kind of reforms can be implicated to stop the misuse of this law?
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To avoid the misuse the case of Blasphemy should be handled by the District Police

Officer DPO in the 35olo views of Muslims hence 23o/o blame that Media should play a

good role and not publicize the case and do not arouse the public emotions and there

is A2o/o of Muslims who say that there should be a reform committee in society with

the inclusion of religious scholars to stop the misuse of these laws.

10. \ffhich sect is most of the victimized by this law in Pakistan?

Christians Both Muslims and
Christians

Muslims

According to 38o/o Muslims'view Christians are captured most of the dmes in

blasphemy cases,29o/o says that both are including in this, and Lo/o Muslims say that

Muslims are mostly captured in blasphemy cases and rest do not knov/ about it.
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11. On vhat basis this law is misused in Pakistan?
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these all are causes
for their own interest sectarian lssues religious clashes

In view of. 2Ao/o Muslims people misuse rhese laws for their own interest. And 29o/o

says sectarian issues are also cause of misuse of these laws and 11olo says religious

clashes are also become the base to misuse this law but 5olo says these previous all

points are cause to misuse this law.

12.In your opinion what punishment should be given who misuse this law?

Same Death Penalty Punishment of two years Penalty of Qazaf
imprisonment and fine or

both
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Those who mizuse this law they must be punished with the same penalty of death in

view of 53olo Muslims. 8o/o is in view that the punishment of rwo years imprisonment

and fine or both can be given to those who misuse this lavr, However 8o/o say they

should be given the penalry of Qazaf or whatever Judge decides on the occasion or

after examining the nature of case.

13. Do you think that Muslims and Christians sects in Pakistan blame each

other for blasphemy?
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38o/o says both Muslims and Chrisrian's sects they accuse each other and tto/o Muslims

view that only Muslim's sects accuse each other and 5olo sa/ no one accuse others

hovrever lo/o say that Christian Sects also accuse each other, and 1olo do not know this.
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14. If do you think it is Yes then how to stop this?

60

50

40

30

20

10

0

With prohibition to publish the
seclarian material

Good ethical education These both are imPortant

These clashes can be removed with prohibition to publish the sectarian material in

view of 48olo Muslim and a good ethical education is also a big tool to stoP these

clashes in l3o/o Muslim's views. 15olo think these both are important tools for removal

of clashes.

15. Is it necessary and important to know the intention of blasphemous or

not?
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\rhen I asked is it necessary to know the intention of offender or accused in

blasphemy 44olo said yes it is very necessary to know the intention of accused and 1'3o/o

are in view it is not important to know his or her intention when helshe has

committed blasphemy helshe is liable under offence but 6olo says it should be observed

keeping in view rhe circumstances of blasphemy and rest said they do not know.

16. Does the difference and criticism also come under the blasphemy?
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More than 52olo Muslims are of view that difference in opinions or criticism do not

come under blasphemy but 8o/o says it can be blasphemy but 1olo says it will be seen

with the reference.
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Christian Attitudes to the Laws of Blasphemv

1. Do you know the Laws of Blasphemy against Prophethood in Pakistan?
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In the light of our survey which we have done there are more than 90olo Christians

those who knovr about the Blasphemy Law in Pakistan.

2. According to you what is blasphemy against religion?
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More than 42olo Christian define that blasphemy is to inzult the holy personages and

speak evil against the sacred enriry of God i.e. His sacred books, holy places and belief.

5olo says it is insult of the holy personages However, 5% is of view that it is to speak

evil against sacred places only and 4o/o safs it is related with God and His Prophets.

3. Do you rhink Blasphemy law against Prophethood is given by God or man

made?
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About 74o/o Christians believe that these laws are made by man, human and

amendment can be made in these laws. Hence 1olo of Christian mentions that it is

religious laws but humans have corrupted it but 4olo of Christians say that they do not

know whether these are man-made or God gifted.
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4. In your view what punishment should be given to blasphemous of

Prophethood?

30

25

20

15

10

(

0

o There should be forgiven for
offender and no punishment

a fine or imprisonment or both

More than 16olo Christians are in view that the life imprisonment should be penalry of

blasphemy against the prophet hood. 15olo say fine or imprisonment or both should be

the punishment for blasphemous and 15 say that there should be forgiven for the

offender and no punishment, same like 11olo sa/s no punishment should be

implemented for blasphemy of prophet hood.
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5. vhat do you think Blasphemy law against Prophethood is given by God

and unchangeable or it can be changed according to the circumstances?

gAoto of. Christian says these laws are changeable,

6. Does the Blasphemy law against Prophethood is misused most of the time

in Pakistan?

Also 90olo Christian mentions this law is alwavs misused in Pakistan.
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7. Doyou think serious steps should be taken to stoP the misuse of this law

or the law itself should be abolished completely?

50r
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this law should be fair and modification

correcled

470/o of. christian wants to eliminate this law but 210lo is in vievr that this law

enforcement should be fair and corrected hovrever 1% is vievr that there should be

modification in it.

g. If this law is abolished then how the blasphemy against Prphethoot and

religion can be stoPPed?
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In 63o/oChrisians vieu, that there should be valuable and moral education to stoP the

misuse of rhese laws and with good preaching it can be stopped. But 8o/o says that with

educarion and good series of lecrurers on moraliry can be a source of berterment.

g. vhat kind of reforms can be implicated to stoP the misuse of this law?

Both below are important &

valuable

Case should be handled bY the
District Police Officer DPO

Media should play a good
Do not Publicize the case
arise the pubic emotions

role and
and do

To avoid rhe misuse 47o/o Christians demand that Media should play a good role and

do not publicize the case and do not arise the pubic emotions and the case of

Blasphemy should be handled by the Disrict Police Officer DPO in the O5o/o views of

Christians and there is 110/o of Christians consider both valuable'
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10. Vhich sect is most of the victimized by this law in Pakistan?

According to 47o/o Christians' view the most of the time

blasphemy cases, 1.60lo says that both are included in this,

mosdy captured in blasphemy cases.

11. On what basis this lav is misused in Pakistan?

Christians are captured in

and 5olo says Muslims are
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In view of.37,/ochristian people misuse these laws for their own interest' And 50lo says

sectarian clashes are also cause of misuse of these laws and 11olo Christian say both of

above are the causes to misuse this law'

12.In your opinion what punishment should be given to them those misuse

this law?

Those who misuse this lavr they must be punished with rhe same penalty of death in

view of 42o/o

or both can

quesrion.

Christians.ll% is in view that the

be given to those who misuse this

punishment of imprisonment and fine

iaw. However 11olo did not answer the
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13'DoyouthinkthatMuslimsandChristianssectsinPakistanblameeach

other for blasPhemY?

53olo Christians are in view that only Muslim's sects accuse each other and !o/o say

one accuse others howev er Lo/o say both do this'

14. If you think it is Yes then how to stoP this?

no
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ln view of 687o christians and a good ethical education is also a big tool to stoP these

clashes. 1olo say secrarian material should not be published and I'olo thinks these both

are important tools for removal of clashes'

15. Is it necessary and important to know the intention of blasphemous or

not?

\flhen the researcher asked is it necessary to knovz the intention of offender or accused

in blasphemy ,79o/o christians said, "yes", it is very necessary to know the intention of

rhe accused and Lo/o is in view that it is not imPortant to know his or her intention

when helshe has committed blasphemy helshe is liable under offence and 1olo say they

don't know.
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16. Does the difference and criticism also come under the blasphemy?

More than 74o/o Christian are of view that that difference in opinions and criticism

does not come under blasphemy but 5olo says it can be blasphemy,

Evaluation of some cases with Reference to the Survey

The Punishment to Gull Masih in 1992

After the implementation of the aricle 295 of Pakistan Penal Code, probably Guli

Masih Chak No. 45 was the first person among Christian community vzho was

sentenced to death being the offender of blasphemy in November I992't7'

The Punishment of Arshad Javed in 1993

In February 1989, the accused Arshad JavEd S/o Absul Sattar Chak No. 13, BC

claimed to be Jesus Christ in front of the procession against the blasphemy of Salman

r7r It was announced by rhe Additional Session Judge Sargodha, Khan Talib Hussain Khan Baloch See:

(Daily Nawa,e-\Waqt, Lahore, O3-11-1992). Gull Masih seeked poiitical refuge .in January after settling

free from rhe Lahore High Coun. (Daily Nawa-e-!(aqt, Lahore' 26-02-1995).
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Rushdi at S.E College Chowk

applicable.r"

The accused Arshad Javed was sentenced to death by the Additional Session Judge176,

Bahawalpur in February 1993. Besides this he was given the punishment of three years

imprisonment with labour.

The Article 295-C and Famous Case of Salamat Masih

A famous case of blasphemy is of the accused Salamat Masih and his uncle Rehmat

Masih under the section 295-C of Pakistan Penal Code. Both of them beionged to

Gujran \7ala. Both were sentenced to death by the Additional Session Judge Lahore,

Mujahid Hussain, on 09d February 1995.

An appeal was by the accused was filed against this decision in Lahore High

Court on 12'h February 1995. The foreigner journalists'team reached Lahore for the

coverage of its proceeding in which the writer, Voice of America, Voice of Gertnan

and the representative of other international channels vrere included.

\flhen Additional Session Judge Lahore gave order to hang the accused Rehmat

Masih and Salemat Masih, firsr of all the British protested to Pakistan against the

decision. For this Pakistani High Commissioner was called into the British Foreign

Office where the Foreign Minister Toni Blair met them. Mr. Toni told the lligh

Commissioner that Brirain could not interfere in the proceedings of Pakistan Court

175 See: Daily Jasrrat Karichi, 10-02-L993)
176 Faiz Rasil Sayil.

and said that the book vzritten by Rushdi rs
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but there was perplexiry to hang them' He appealed the Government of Pakistan to

save their lives.r77

The christian community in whole Pakistan kept a one day fast against the

hanging decision of Salamat and REhmat Masih as a Protest'178

Slamat Masih and others........ Appellants versus the sute""""' Respondent'"'

Lahore High Coufi accepted their appeal and 15'h February 1995 was fixed for

hearing. The Division Bench of Lahore High court which heard this appeal was

consisting of Justice Arif Iqbal Hussian Bhatti and Justice Khurshid Ahmad' Division

Bench announced the decision after nine days hearing of this case on 23'd February

1995 accordingly 22 Ramdhdn-al-Mubarak 1414 Hijrah and the both accused were set

free of all charges by the decision.

Analysis of the Christians' Attitude

In the light of surveys and interviews done, according to Christians, the law of

blasphemy is affecting the relations berween Muslims and Christians bitterly because

of these laws Christians of Pakistan feel themselves insecure and unprotected. People

use this lavr as a tool for their personal interests and mostly because of poor

investigation, innocent people are killed or captured and punished. Uncertainty and

ambiguousness between criticism and blasphemy is found vzhich is a big cause of

hesitation and confusion in dialogue among both communities. This is the cause that

t" Daily Nawa-e-S(aqt Lahore, 14-02-1995.
1'8 Daily Naqib Lahore, 01-03-i995, p. 16)
1" P.cr. LJ 811,1?95
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sectarianism is increasing due to vrhich social and religious infrastructures are affected

badly. This law has become the cause ot hatred' secrananrsur arru Prt;q

both communities. The atmosphere of co-existence is affected badly because o{ the

the laws should be removed because it is a big hurdle

in all matters even in dialogue, Christians are afraid to talk

thinking that it might be taken as blasphemy. christian communiry is unsecured

which has lost the trusr on Muslims because anytime any Muslim can use this law for

his own and personal benefits. Ail social and religious clashes between both

communities are because of this lavr. If this law is removed, everything u/ould be fine.

In the light of survey Christians are of the view that social and political figures can

offer a better role to stop the misuse of the blasphemy' \(ith education they can bring

the wisdom in public about the laws. All Prophets (May Allah be pleased on them) are

respectable so ali religions should be respected. People should be educated that these

are for the betterment of the society and rheir misuse can bring only harm to them.

To remove the divergence and disagreements among people social and political

members must Hold sittings and arrange programmes vihich can help to minimrze

their misuse. These people, if they work with sincerity and aim to unite and reduce

unhealthy tension among masses, with passage of time, they will gain trust of others'

Some of the views were thar all problems are crealed because these people are

not serving sincerely. If they start work with devotion, it is not far that the societies

will be free from conflicts and clashes which are ruining the relations of both

has become the of hatred, sectanamsm and Pre,uiudice between

law. In view of Christians

between both communities
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communities.Byusinganychannelormediaorconductingdifferentseminarsthey

canbringa$/arenessamongpeopleaboutthelawandhowtouseitrightlyandina

perfect way. Moreover, they themselves need to avoid scandalizing the cases in spite of

bringing tolerance and peace in the sociery'

In order to make the Iaw enforcement smoothly and properly' the lawyers can

pay their role better according to Christians' Their role in the correct law

en{orcement is very important' They can stop the misuse of this law with their rue

spirit. In Chrisdan opinion it is lawyers who misuse the law in courts and innocent

pecple are victimized and involved in wrong cases. License of such lawyers should be

cancellediftheyarefoundmisusingthelaw.Becauseiftheyareinvolvedinassisting

thecriminalsthenhovrthecourtswouldbeabletotakecorrectdecisions.Lawyers

knovz this lavr more rhan common people, that is why it is their dury to help the

courts and the state in the true enforcement of this law. They can make the public and

commonpeopleawareofaboutrhislawthroughseminars'mediaanddifferent

Programs.

Apartfromlawyersitistheduryofreligiousscholarsandintellectualso{the

society to play their role in a better way' Their sermons and teachings are always very

important in the communiry' The society always listens to these people' They can

help the state with good and moral education to aware the public' They can give the

lesson of tolerance and stop the hatred in both communities with love and affection'

Meanwhile religious scholars and intellectuals are needed not to involve in the sects
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and divisions. In spite of this they can PrePare the minds of people with love and peace

for all communities, There should be a council which examine the blasphemy cases

and help the state in the true enforcemert of this law. All religious scholars should not

only respect other religions and faith but also aware the people about this. christian

priests can teach their communiry in theirs sermons specially on sundays and Muslim

ulaml, religious scholars bring the light and peace in Muslims for peace and love

specially on Jum'a Prayers. Meanwhile the intellectuals have a better way of media to

aware the public with their columns and differenr programs. Religious scholars and

intellect,,rals of both sides should teach the community that the blasphemy of

prophethood is totally forbidden and they must be aware and careful because it is the

law of state as well. As it is the lavr of state so no one should dare take this lavz in his

or her hand and it is also a violarion o{ Iaws. Their worship places are besr places to

guide the people and make them aware about this lavr. Moreover, Muslim Ulama

should avoid to give fatwa (Islamic iegal pronouncement) against those who are

caprured in this law and still case is in progress in rhe courts but with collaboration of

both sides intellectuals and religious scholars they can assist the court in finding out

the true conclusion of the cases. Religious scholars have always the sympathy and

emotional relations with common people, so they should not use this tool to mislead

and misguide the people on this issue.
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Moreover, against some opinions, Dr Kanwal Feroz (Auditor' Monthly

Shehab) mentioned in her article "The Views of Minorities Regarding 295'C" ''o about

the attitudes of minorides especially on Christians. She mentioned that minorittes tn

pakistan, especially the christian community has never been the opposition against

the laws of blasphemy because the enforcement of these laws are directly linked with

the feelings and religious passions of Muslims which is very sensitive matter indeed'

That is the reason when the Nadonal Assembly approved this law and then Shariah

court declare the death penalry, no reaction was raised from the christian

communiry. Although the MNA (Member of Nadonal Assembly) that time, Amman

Newel Zafar congratulated the Minister for Justice and Parliaments Affair Nawaz

Khan Somro on passing the criminal law amendment bill in 1985'

But the main problem is that this law is being misused some times which

should be stopped. Moreover, the person who does so should be punished same as the

offender of the blasphemy is punished.

Moreover, rhe writer menrions regarding the case of Asia Bibi, that Governor Punjab

Salman Taseer should have not have gone to iail to see her and to ask for forgiveness

from the President of Pakistan because still the case was in the session court. In spite

of his sympathies with Christian minoriry, Governor Punjab should not have gone to

jail since the case was still in the session court.

r8c Monthy al-Sbariah, March 2011, P. 48'51
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Moreover, Dr' John JosePh PhD' Carholic Bishop Suicidal act was emotional

not fair.

personal

and before, because the accused Ayub Masih was released by the Supreme Court of

Pakistan.

Analysis of Muslims' Attitudes

InsomeMuslims,opinionthislawhasaffectedMuslimChristianrelations.Relations

arechanginginsocieryandbothcommunitiesarefeelinghatredforeachother.

Although,thelawisapositivesigninthesociety.Thelawa{fectedonlybecauseboth

communities are divided in sects. people have lack of tolerance and patience' The main

reasonisthatpecpleareafraidbecausethe]awisbeingmisusedandinvestigatlonsare

SomeoftheviewsarethalsometimesevenMuslimsmisusethislawfortheir

benefits. No doubt there are clashes between both communities but there is

need ro remove all these misunderstandings with tolerance and patience' Because of

of this law Christian are hesitating in living comfortably in Pakistan which
themisuseoithrslawUhrrsuanareneslLaLlllBlllrrvrtl.S

is the reason rhat internationally pakistan's reputation is being influenced' ln

pakistan,s sociery with majority of Muslims, rhere are other religious groups, which

areexpectedtobeloyalwiththesrate'Inthisregardtheyshouldfollowthelaw,Itis

the way that laws are always enforced properly when they ate lair' Those who violate

the laws they should not be forgiven whether they are Muslims or non-Muslims' The

enforcement should be without any pressure from any institution or any other secror'

This lau/ effects the relations of both communities because they look each other with

hatred.Themajorthingisthataftertheallegationofaccusingofblasphemy,
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immediatelytheaccusedtreatedheorshewhohascomminedblasphemy.Ifthelaw

isbeingmisusedthennodoubtrelationswouldbeaffectedanddamagebutitspositive

andfairusesshouldnotbethecausetoabolishthelaw.Sofarlavlaffectstherelations

onlywhenpeopleusethislawfortheirpersonalbenefits.Meanwhileitisdutyofthe

statetomakepublicawareofthislaw.Forgoodrelationsbothcommunitiesshould

well behave and must show tolerance towards each other' Any member of the

community should not be blamed of blasphemy without witness' Moreover' some

timessomepeopledonotresPectthelawandspeakagainstthelawwhichincreases

hatred among PeoPle.

Musiims are of the view that lawyers should support the courts in blasphemy cases

andtheyshouldavoidtakingthecasesofculpritstoawarethepeopiethatcriminals

are not rrusr ril/orthy. As the Holy Qur',an and Sirah of the Holy Prophet (Allah's

peaceandblessingsbeonhim)arethesourceoflawandlawyersarethecommentators

of the law, so in the fair enforcement of the law, lawyers have a key character vrhich

they can play. They should help the government and keep their eyes on for the true

and fair uses of this lavr. If they fulfill their professional duties with honesty and faith

thennodoubtthatthesocierycanbesavedfromharmresultsoftheblasphemylaw.

Theywouldhavetoforgettheirownandpersonalbenefitsforfairtrailandtruthful

investigation'Itwasalsohighlightedthatsomedmeslawyersdocorruptionsbecause

ofwhichcourtsdonotfindthetruth.Eithertheyneedtostopthemisuseofthislaw.

AslanTersareawareofallaspectsofconstitutionthenitistheirdurytoassistthe
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courrs. If some one is found in blCIphemy case ir is their dury to struggle for the truth

andrealiryofthecaseincourts,investigation.Theirmainroleisonlytoinvestigate

the realities behind the case given to them'

Another very importanl grouP of Ulami and intellecruals can play a better role

in fair enforcement of the law and to stoP the misuse' They must make the people

awarearoundthemaboutthislavzandgivethemeducationaboutthislaw.Theymake

thepublicawareofthesensitiviryofthelawandstopthemfromitsviolation.when

they will make the public aware of this law' it is surety to some extant that people

would avoid to violate aad misuse it. ulama in their sermons and intellectuals in their

writings and programs can train the people' A positive change can be brought by

religious scholars and intellectuals in sociery' Some of the views are that it is very

difficult that the law is being misused but if it is then these scholars must Pay their role

tostoPtheviolation.NodoubtthatUlamaandintellectualshavea|argenumberof

liStenerS who liSten to them and tOllOw them. ln [n1s vlew' lrEruurcr/ L'\

important.Ulamaareexpectedtobetoleratedandcreatetheatmosphereoftolerance

andpeaceinbothcommunities'ItistruethatPakistanisocietyisacompliedin

sectarianismbutiftoleranceandPeaceamongallsectsisavailablethensectarianismis

harmlessforsocierybutifitisnot,thenUlamaandintellectualsshouldtalkabovethe

sectarianism and preiudice' There are many things in this law which can be modified

and defined by the Ulama only, like whoever suPPort the blasphemous or whoever

speak against this law, or whoever criticize the law' what will be the punishment and

and follow them. In this view, definitely their role is very
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ifmisusesthislawwhatpunishmelrtcanbegiventothem.Itisresponsibilityof

IJlamd more than orhers to make the public aware beyond their sects and preiudice'
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Conclusion

Inthelightofoursurveywhichwehavedonetherearemorethang0o/oMuslimsthose

who know about the Blasphemy Law in Pakistan'

More than 70olo Muslim define that blasphemy is to insult the holy Persona8es

and speak evil against the sacred entity of God i'e. His sacred books, holy places and

belief. However, 30o/o is of the view that blasphemy is to insult someone's religious

feelings only'

About53o/oMuslimsbelievethattheseiawsaremadebyGodandno

amendmenr can be made in these laws. Hence 1'1o/o olMuslims say that these laws are

man made and can be changed. However, a little o/o is of the view that some portion of

these laws are made by God and some by Man' and some say that rhey are not sure

about whether they are Man-made or God given'

More than 58o/o Muslims are of the view that the death should be penalty of

blasphemyagainsttheprophethood.]'olosayLifeimprisonmentshouldbethe

punishment for blasphemous and '2o/o did not comment on the punishment of

blasphemous'

620/osaystheselawsarenotchangeableandaboutl4o/oareoftheviewthat

these laws can be changed with time and accordrng to the circumstances'

35olo Muslims agreed that these laws are misused always and 1'4o/o says it has

been never used for wrong purposes. Meanwhile more than la o/o are in view that

some dmes these are being used for wrong PurPoses' Hovrever 4o/o do not know

whether they are used wrong or not'
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be stopped.

misuse of these laws and with good preaching it can be stopped'

ro 44o/oMuslims view there should be varuable and moral education to stoP the

should play agood role and not publicize the case and do not arouse the public

emotions and there is O2o/o of Muslims

commiffee in sociery with the inclusion

these laws.

According to 38o/o Muslims' view'

blasphemy cases. 29o/o says that both are

38o/o says both Muslims and Christian's sects accuse

Muslims view that only Muslim's sects accuse each other and

the case of Blasphemy should be handled by the

35olo views of Muslims hence 23% blame that Media

Christians are captured most of the times in

including in this, and 1o/o Muslims say that

each other and 11%

5o/o saf no one accuse

Everyone wants that if there is wrong use of these laws then this misusing must

To avoid the misuse

Disrict Police Officer DPO

of,

in

who say that there

of religious scholars

should be a re{orm

to stop the misuse of

Muslims are mostly caPtured in blasphemy cases and rest do not know about it'

Inviewof'2Qo/oMuslimspeoplemisusetheselawsfortheirowninterest.And

z9o/o s.tfssectarian issues are also cause of misuse of these laws and 11olo says religious

clashes are also become the base to misuse this law but 5olo says lhese previous all

points are cause to misuse this law'

Thosewhomisusethislawtheymustbepunishedwiththesamepenaltyo{

death in view of 53olo l4uslims' 8o/o is in view that the punishment of two years

imprisonment and fine or both can be given who misuse this law' However 8o/o say

they should be given the penalty of' qadhf or whatever Judge decides on the occasion

or a{ter examining the nature of case'
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others however 1olo says that Christian sects also accuse each other' and 1olo does not

know this.

These clashes can be removed with prohibition to publish the sectarian

material in view of 48o/oMuslims and a good ethical education is also a big tool to stoP

these clashes in 13olo Muslirir's views. 15olo think these both are important tools for

removal of clashes.

\flhentheresearcheraskedisitnecessarytoknovrtheintentionofoffender'or

accused in blasphemy 44o/o said,*yes', it is very necessary to know the intention of the

accused and 13olo are in view it is not important to know his or her intention when

helshe has committed blasphemy. He,/she is liable under offence but 60lo says it should

be observed keeping in view the circumstances of blasphemy and rest said they do not

know.

More than 620lo Muslims are of the view that difference in opinions or criticism

do not come under blasphemy bur 8% says it can be blasphemy but 1olo say it will be

seen with the reference.

In the light of our survey which we have done there are more than 90olo christian

those who know about the Blasphemy Law in Pakistan'

More than 42o/o Christians define that blasphemy is to insult the holy

personages and speak evil against the sacred endfy of God i.e. His sacred books, holy

places and belief. 5olo says rhat it is insult of the holy Personages However, a 5olo is of

the view that ir is to speak evil against sacred places only and 4o/o sa/s ir is related 'uith

God and His Prophets.

christians believe that these laws are made by man, humans and amendment

can be made in these laws. Hence 1% of Christian mention that it is religious laws but
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human have corrupted it but 4olo of christian says they do not know whether these

are man-made of God gifted'

More than 16olo Christians are in view that the life

penalty of blasphemy against the prophet hood. 15olo say

both should be the punishmeni for blasphemous and 15olo

forgiven for the offender and no punishment, same like

should be implemented for blasphemy of prophet hood'

imprisonment should be

fine or imprisonment or

say that there should be

11olo said no punishment

9O/o of. Christians say these laws are changeable.

Also 90olo Christians mention this law is always misused in Pakistan'

47o/o of Christians want ro eliminate this law bur-2lo/o is in view that this law

enforcement should be fair and correct however, 1olo is of the view that there should

be modification in it.

In 637o Christians'view there should be valuable and moral education to stoP

rhe misuse of these laws and with good preaching it can be stopped. But 8% said

education and good series of lecturers on morality can be a source of betterment.

To avoid from the misuse 47o/o Christian demand that Media should play a

good role and not publicize the case and do not arise the pubic emotions and the case

of Blasphemy should be handled by the District Police Officer DPO in the 05% views

of Christians and there is 11olo of Christian consider both of above mentioned

valuable.

According to 47o/o Christians view Christians are caPtured most of the times in

blasphemy cases, 160lo says thar both are the including in this, and 5olo says Muslims are

mostiy captured in blasphemy cases.
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Inviewof.3To/oChristians,peoplemisusetheselawsfortheirownlnterest.

And5o/osayssectarianclashesarealsocauseofmisuseoftheselawsandllo/o

Christians say both of above are the causes to misuse this law'

Thosewhomisusethislaw,theymustbepunishedvliththesamepenaltyof

death in view of 42o/o christians. 11olois in view rhat the punishment of imprisonment

and fine or both can be given to those who misuse

answer the quesdon.

this law. However 11olo did not

53olo christian are in vievr that only Muslims' sects accuse each other and 1olo

say no one accuse others however Lo/o say both do this'

these clashes in. 1olo

both are imponant

.sflhentheresearcheraskedisitnecessarytoknowtheintentionofoffenderor

accused in blasphemy 79oh Christian said yes it is very necessary to know the

inrention of accused and lo/o is in view that it is not imPortant to know his or her

inrention when helshe has committed blasphemy he/she is liable under offence and

1o/o say theY don't know'

MorethanT4o/oChristiansareoftheviewthatdifferenceinopinionsand

criticism does nor come under blasphemy but 5olo says it can be blasphemy'

In view of 68o/o chrisdan and a good ethical education is also a big tool to stoP

say sectarian material should not be published and 1olo thinks these

tools for removal of clashes'
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Recommendations

A good atmosphere can be developed only with good faith and harmony from both

the-communities which must be spread out through their religious leaders.

In view of the increasingly dangerous situation in the country, efforts must be made to

build an environment of greater tolerance.-

All citizens of the country must obey the constitution of the country without any

violence and injuring the feelings of any class of the state'

All citizens of the counrry, regardless of belief, also need to be protected from

discrimination, intimidation or harassment of all kinds'

Minoriry groups must be given the full protection of under law'

Those who accused under blasphemy laws must be Protected both within and outside

jails and their trial must be fair.

Minoriry must be respecting the laws of the state without any violation and must be

rue loyal and a responsible citizen of the country.

The judiciary at all levels, district administrations and law enforcers must be made

aware of the need ro prorect the citizens of the state under the law and avoid falling

victims in prejudices.

Sectarian violence and growth of bias based on religious belief must be restricted by

enforcing laws.

In the ending line we would just conclude our suggestions with the Article-16 of the

Constitution of Pakistan that; "lt is the will of tbe people of Pakistan to establish an order

... utherein shall be guaranrced fwndamental righx, including equality of statws, of

oryort mity and befori lo*, social, economic and political justice, and freedorn of thougbt,

ex'pression, belief, faith, uorship and association, subject to law and public morality".
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Offences netatea to nefigion C

295. Iniurine or defiline place of worship, with Intent to insult the of anv class:
'Whoever destroys, damages or defiles aay place of worship, or any object held sacred by any

class of persons with the intention of thereby insulting the religion of any class of persons or

with rhe knowledge that any ciass of persons is likely to consider such destruction damage or

defilement as ao insult to their religion shall be punished with imprisonment of either

description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both'

295-A.r8r Deliberate and malicious acts Intended to outrage religious feelings of anY class

by insulting Its religion or religious beliefs: '! hoever, with deliberate and malicious

intention of outraging the 'religious feelings of any class of the citizens of Pakistan, by words,

either spoken or written, or by visible representations insults the religion or the religious

beliefs of that class, shall be punished with imprisonment of the description for a term which

may extend to ten years, or with fine, or with both.

295-8.t82 Defiline. etc.. of Holy Qur'en: Whoever willfully defiles, damages or desecrates a

copy of the Holy Qur'an or of an exrracr therefrom or uses it in any derogatory manner for

any unlawful purpose shall be punishable with imprisonment for life.

295-C.18r Use of remarks. etc.. in of the Ho heu \flhoever by

words, either spoken or written, or by visible representation or by any imputation, innuendo,

or insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad

(peace be upon him) shall be punished with death, or imprisonment for life, and shail also be

liable to fine.
296. Disturbing religious assembly: 'Whoever voluntarily causes disturbance to any assembly

lawfully engaged in the performance of religious worship, or religious ceremonies, shall be

punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year,

or with fine, or with both.

297. Trespassing on burial places, etc.: Whoever, with the intention of wounding the

feelings of any person, or of insulting the reiigion of any person, or with the knowledge hat

the feelings of any person are likely to be wounded, or that the religion of any person is likely
to be insulted thereby, commits any trespass in any place of worship or on any lace of

sculpture, or any place set apart for the performance of funeral rites or as a, depository for the

remains of the dead, or offers any indigniry to any human corpse or causes disturbance to any

persons assembled for the performaoce of ' funeral ceremonies, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, or

with both.

298. Uttering words, etc., with deliberate intent to wound religious feelings:

Y/hoever, with the deliberate intention of wounding the religious feelings of any person,

ufters any word or makes any sound in the hearing of that person or makes any gesture in the

sight of that person or places any object in the sight of that person, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to one year or with fine, or

with both.

t8! Sec. 295-A ins. by the Criminal Law (AmendmenQ Act, XXV of 7927.
182 

Sec. 295-8, added by PPC (Amendmenr) Ordinance l of 1982.
18r 

Sec. 295-C ins. by the Criminal Law (amendment) Act 111 of 1986, S. 2
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*"rdrJrrh*,p"k., *;@nt"tion, or by any imputadon, innuendo

o, insinuation, direaly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name of any wife (ummul Mu'minin),

o, -.orU.r, oi the family (ahle-balt), of the Holy Prophet (allah's peace and blessings be on

t i*;, o, aay of the ,ighteo* caliphs $(hulafa-e-Rxhidin) or companions (Sahabah) of the

nolf lroplr.t (Allah's leace aod blesings be on him) shalt be punished with imprisonment of

either description for aierm which may extend to three years, or with fine, ot with both'

298-B.rgs Misuse of epithets. descriptions and titles. etc.. rqserye.d {or certain holl
uidiani grouP or the Lahori group (who call

themselves 'Ahmadis' or by *y other name who by words, either spoken or written, or by

visible representation- (a)- refers to or addresses, any Person' other than a Caliph or

.o*proioo of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Allah's peace and blessings be on him), as

"Air-ul-Muminin", "Khalifatul- Mu'minin", Khalifa-tul-Muslimin", 'sahebi' or "Razi AIIahu

Anho"; (b) refers to, or addresses, any person, other than a wife of the Holy Prophet

Muhammad (Allah's peace and blessings be on him), as "Ummul-Mu'minrn'; (c) refers to, or

addresses, any person. other than a member of the family "Ahle-bait" of the Holy Prophet

Muhammad (a["h" peace and blessings be on him), as "Ah]e-bait"; or (d) refers to' or names,

or calls, his place of worship a "Masjid"; shall be punished with imprisonment of either

descripdon f* . t.r* which may extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. (2) Any

p.rro, of the Quadiani group or Lahori group (who call themselves "Ahmadis" or by any

other nrme) *t o by words, either spoken or written, or by visible representation refers to the

mode or form of ..11 ,o prry.., followed by his faith as "Azdn", or recites AzIn as used by the

Muslims, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may

29g-A.rs1 Use of derogatory remarks, etc., in respect of holv personages: lwhoever by

extend to three years, and shall also be liable to fine.

298-C.186 Person of himself a Muslim or or

p."prgrtt"g htr frttt" Aoy p..roo of the Quadiani group or the Lihori group (who call

,t."rr.l*r 'Ahmadis' or by any other name), who directly or indirectly, poses himself as a

Muslim, or calls, or refers to, his faith as Islam, or preaches or ProPagates his faith, or invites

others to accepr his faith, by words, either spoken or wricen, or by visible rePresentations, or

in .oy **n.i whatsoever outrages the religious feelings of Muslims shall be punished with

imprisonmenr of either descriprion for a term which may extend to three years and shal1 also

be liable to fine.

r8a Sec.298-4 added by the pakistan Penal Code (Second Amendment) Ordinance, XLN of 1980.

185 Sec. 298-8 ins. by Anti-lsiamic Activities of Quadiani Group, Lahori Group and Ahmadis

(Prohibition and Punishment) Ordinance, XX of 1984
rE6 Sec.298-C. ins. bv rhe Antilslamic Activ.iries of Quadiani Group, Lahori Group and Ahmadis

(Prohibidon andPunishment) Ordinance, XX of 1984.
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