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Natural Environment and Urdu Free Verse (19A+ - Present) :In Perspective of Eco Criticism
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ABSTRACT

A literary piece of art comprises a lot of dimensions and aspects which are
discovered from time to time by the critics and the art work gets appreciation
and worth. In Urdu literature, physical environmental elements are found in
abundant. With the discussions of ecocriticism, the critics started to analyze
literature from the perspective of eco-criticism. In this thesis, physical
environmental elements in the creations of important Urdu free verse poets
(19A+ to present) are analyzed and discussed in the context of ecocriticism.
Sarmad Sahbai, Naseer Ahmed Nasir, Waheed Ahmed, Ali Muhammad Farshi,
Anwaar Fitrat, Syed Mubarak Shah, Dr Kousar Mehmood, Saqib Nadeem,
Farrukh Yar, Tabish Kamal, Ravish Nadeem, Arshad Mehraj, Khaliq ur
Rehman, Abid Khursheed, Aamir Abdullah,Ghair Alam, Daniyal Treer,
Shehzad Nayyer, Aman Ullah Aman, Akhter Raza Salimi, Alyas Babar Awan,
Salman Sarwat and Irfan Shahood are poets of 19A+ to present whom poems
present environment well in perspective of Ecocriticism. After the Theory of
ecocriticism, its discussions and commentary on it, expressions of biotic and
abiotic in abovesaid Urdu poets and Urdu free verse poets (19A+=Present) are
criticized and analyzed. In the second chapter, those poets are discussed how
poetry presents natural elements in different ways; like traits, and effects on
other elements of the ecosystem.

In the next three chapters, with references to free Urdu verse poets (19A+
to present), it is discussed that nature is being destroyed by human beings.

Animals, birds land, air, water, trees etc are being exploited and neglected by



man. The following water of rivers and streams has been polluted due to
garbage. Birds are dying due to severe heat, pollution and lack of trees. Natural
inhabitants of animals are affected as a result of cutting forests and establishing
housing societies. Lack of trees has become a source of irregular rain and, lack
of water or polluted water badly affects greenery and all kinds of life. Moreover,
similarities and dissimilarities in the poets' thoughts, movements to create such

poems, and their diction and style have been discussed in this thesis.
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Ecocriticism is a broad way for literary and cultural scholars to

investigate the globle ecological crises through the intersection of

literature, culture and the physical environment(“)
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According to Frangoise d'Eaubonne in her book Le Féminisme
ou la Mort (192m), ecofeminism relates
the oppression and domination of all marginalized groups
(women, people of color, children, the poor) to the oppression and
domination of nature (animals, land, water, air, etc.). In the book,

the author argues that oppression, domination, exploitation,

and colonization from the Western patriarchal society has

directly caused irreversible environmental damage(m
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oppression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominance_hierarchy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriarchy
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Redical Eco Feminists contend that the dominant patriarchal
society equates nature and women to degrade both. To that end,
radical ecofeminism builds on the assertion of early ecofeminists
that one must study patriarchal domination with an eye toward
ending the association between women and nature. Of particular
interest to those theorists is the way in which both women and
nature have been associated with negative or commodifiable
attributes while men have been seen as capable of establishing
order. That division of characteristics encourages the exploitation

(1)
of women and nature for cheap laboursand resources.
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Cultural Ecofeminists, on the other hand, encourages an
association between women and the environment. They contend

that women have a more intimate relationship with nature because

oftheir gendre roles (e.g. family nurture and provider of food) and
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their biology (e.g. menstruation, pregnancy, and lactation). As a
result, cultural ecofeminists believe that such associations allow

women to be more sensitive to the sanctity and degradation of the

. (1)
environment
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Since then, several ecofeminist scholars have made the
distinction that it is not because women are female or "feminine"
that they relate to nature, but because of their similar states of
oppression by the same  male-dominant  forces.
The marginalization is evident in the gendered language used to
describe nature, such as "Mother Earth" or "Mother Nature", and
the animalized language used to describe women in degroratory

(19)
terms
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Eco-criticism is the study of the relationship between literature
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Humans are members of a community of life along with all other

species, and on equal term.

This community consists of a system of interdependence between
all members, both physically, and in terms of relationships with

other species.

Every organism is a "teleological centre of life", that is, each
organism has a purpose and areason for being, which is inherently

"good" or "valuable."

Humans are not inherently superior to other Species.w)
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A wild or uncultivated region or tract of land, uninhabited, or

inhabited only by wild animals™
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Ecocriticism evolved primarily to address local and easily

identifiable outrages and injustices—the destruction of wilderness,

the effects of aggressive system of agriculture on bioregion and

its inhabitants, etc
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“The core claims of the ecocultural approach to understanding
human behavior are that cultural features of human populations
interact with, and are adaptive to, the ecological contexts in which
they develop and live and that the development and display of
individual human behavior are adaptive to these ecological and

cultural contexts. There are two kinds of cultural contexts that

shape the development and display of human behavior:
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enculturation and acculturation. This chapter reviews these core
ideas, and illustrates them with research on cognitive and social

behavior.”(4")
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"Both cultural studies and environmental studies have developed
as highly interdisciplinary or transdisciplinary endeavours, and as
a hybrid of the two, ecocultural studies is similarly
transdisciplinary. It fits comfortably neither within the social
sciences, the natural sciences, nor the humanities, but draws on
disciplines and methodologies within all of these, selecting
among them on a basis that is pragmatic, strategic, and self-
reflective, so as to produce the knowledge required for particular

research projects and to critically articulate the relations between

culture and environment".(4)
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In order to have a better understading of the manner in which
imperialism affected the African ecosystem, it is important to look

at how such an ecosystem was designed before the imperialists

brought new realities to Africa.(31)
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First, postcolonialist tended to foreground hybridity and cross
culturation. Ecocritics, on the other hand , were historically drawn
more to discourses of purity, virgin wilderness and preservation
of “uncorrupted “ last great places. Second postcolonial writing
and criticism was largly concerned with displacement, while
environmental literary studies tended to give prority to the
literature of place.Third and relatedly , postcolonial studies tnded
to favour the cosmopolitain and transnational. Post colonialists

were typically critical of nationalism, whereas the canons of the
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environmental literature and criticism developed within a

national ( and often nationalistic ) American Framework(9)
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Nature and cosmos are motives of Majeed Amjad’s poetry. He is
directly attached with the local and rural life. His poetry is full of
natural panorama, scenery and landscape. Just like Wordsworth,
Majeed Amjad is apoet of Nature in Urdu Literature. He is against

urbanizaition at the cost of cutting trees )
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The Romantic poets, often writing about beautiful rural

landscape as a source of joy, made nature poetry a popular poetic

genre. When writing environmental poems today, contemporary

poets tend to write about nature more broadly than their

predecessors, focusing more on negative effects of human activity

on the planet.("‘)
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Still, citizen sparrow, this vulture which you call
Unnatural, let him but lumber again to air
Over the rotten office, let him bear

The carrion ballast up, and at the tall
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Part of the Battle of the Ten Kings was fought on a river, which
according to Yaska (Nirukta 9:%1) refers to the Iravati River

(Raavi River) in the Punj ab.“"
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The vast mounds at Harappa stand on the left bank of the now dry
course of the Ravi Riverin the Punjab. They were excavated
between 9+ and 197" by the Archaeological Survey of India, in
1971 by Wheeler, and in the late ' +th century by an American and
Pakistani team. When first discovered, the extensive surviving
brick ramparts led to the site’s being described as a ruined brick
castle. The lower city is partly occupied by a modern village, and

it has been seriously disturbed by erosion and brick robbers.“"”
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Ten_Kings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yaska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punjab_region
https://www.britannica.com/place/Harappa
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ravi-River
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