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Dictionary is "a book with words in a systematic order and
with information about the spelling, word class, inflexion
and meaning of the words or their translation to
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“Lexicographic reference work containing dictionary
articles related to individual topics or elements: of
language, and possibly several outer texts as well,
which can be consulted if someone needs assistance
with text reception, text production or translation or
would simply like to know more about a word, part of

a word or a combination of word.”
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Lexicography is "a calculable, analysable, checkable,
manageable, testable and teachable practical process
aimed at producing dictionaries to satisfy the

reference needs of their user.”
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“Lexicology is the study of content words, or lexical

items.”
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Sr.# | Lexicographical Task Branch of Linguistics
1 Frequency count for selection of | Statistical linguistics
entries
2 Fixation of headwords Grammar
3 Lexicographical Data collection | Field linguistics
4 Lexicographical Data analysis Descriptive Linguistic
5 Giving  pronunciation = and | Phonetics
spelling of words
6 Determining the central meaning | Historical linguistics
of polysemous words/ origin and
development of the form and the
meaning of the words
7 Decisions about slang, jargon, | Sociolinguistics/Stylistics
taboo, figurative formal
8 Dialect dictionary Dialectology
9 Contrastive analysis of the | Contrastive Linguistics
linguistics systems of the two
languages in bilingual
dictionaries
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“From about 1450 onwards bilingual dictionaries were
being produced for use in schools, at first for learning

Latin (Latin-German, Latin-English, etc.), but soon

afterwards also for the modern languages of Europe.”
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“Dictionaries.... are produced and consumed in
contexts which can vary considerably across space
and over time... if we are seriously interested in
advancing our knowlvedge about dictionaries and in
making progress across the whole field of
lexicogrophy. We need to find out what the facts are?
Who compiles what kind of dictionaries? Which are
used by whom, and how do they achieve their

purpose(s)?”
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"Review article: what is dictionary research?" e & A 54 /-
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(Intemational Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences)
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“It is known that the Egyptians produced thesaurus

liketopically arranged wordlists from as early as

1750 BC although none has survived.”

el GG S 1or L uys St s
(. ! L s o pu

e B KWt s £ (Patrick Hanks)o 5

“The earliest dictionaries in the world were

compiled inChina during the Han Dynasty.”
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“Sanskrit dictionaries and thesaﬁruses were
compiled over two thousand years ago, and these
were the start of a long tradition of native
lexicography in Indian languages. Three terms are
particularly relevant to the Indian lexicographic
tradition: nighantu, kosha, and nirukta. Nighantu
simply means ‘lexicon’. The earliest known
nighantu gives explanations of obscure words
found in Vedic texts (sacred literature). In the
second or third century BC, a scholar called
Yaska, about whom nothing else is known, wrote
an etymological commentary (nirukta
‘explanation’) on words found in a lexicon
(nighantu). A kosha is literally a storchouse or

treasury. Unusually for lexicography, the earliest
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kosha was written in verse. It contains entries for
nouns and indeclinable forms, but not verbs, and
was intended for use by poets. The best-known
such work is the Amarakosha by Amarasinha, a
Buddhist scholar and poet who probably lived in
the sixth century AD.”
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“There is allusive evidence that Persian

dictionaries existedduring the Sassanid dynasty
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(3rd-7th centuries AD), but these have not

survived.”
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“In India as early as the third to second centufy
BC, glossaries were drawn up to explain the
difficult words in the Vedas, which by that time
were already a thousand years old. These
glossaries gradually evolved into what we would
recognize today as dictionaries. In the seventh
century AD, the scholar Amera Sinha prepared a
Sanskrit dictionary, the Amera Kosha. More than
ten centuries later this was still in use — it was
translated into English by Colebrooke, and
Colebrooke's translation, published in Serampur in
1808, 1s acknowledged by Roget as one source of
ideas for his Thesaurus. Hamacandra's great
dictionaries of Sanskrit and of Prakrit, the
Abhidhana Kintamani and the Desinamamala, date

from the twelfth century.”
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“The first Persian dictionary in subcontinent was
compiled in the reign of Alloudin Muhammad
Khilgi during 1295 to 1315". Its name was
Farhang Nama Qawas [The Dictionary of

Qawas].”
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“Urdu lexicography has a rather unusual and
interesting  beginning: the earliest Urdu
dictionaries were in the form of poems and it was
expected of children to memorise them. These
versified early dictionaries were in fact wordbooks
or lists giving Persian or Arabic words and their
Urdu equivalents in the form of a poem. Known as
‘nisaab nama’, such a poem usually had 200
couplets. Inspired by Persian nisaab namas, the
earliest Urdu nisaab nama .was named ‘.Qaseeda
dar lughaat-i-Hindi’ and was composed by
Hakeem Yousufi in the first half of the 16th

century”.
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“Amir Khusro (1253-1325) is reported to be the
first Urdu lexicographer who wrote Khalig-e-Bari

[The Greatest Creator].
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“Strangely enough, this ‘first ever dictionary of
Urdw’ enlists Urdu words but explains them in
Persian. It manifests the high pedestal the Persian
language occupied in the subcontinent until just a
few centuries ago.”
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“even in the third phase we do not find any Urdu-
Urdu dictionaries as the British had taken over and
they began compiling Urdtl-Engliéh dictionaries. It
was not until 1868 that the compilation of an
Urdu-Urdu dictionary began. Named ‘Mustalahat-
i-Urdw’ and compiled by none other than Moulvi
Syed Ahmed Dehlvi, it was an early version of
what was to be compiled later in four volumes and
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to be known as ‘Farhang-i-Aasifya™.
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“the goal of Indo-Persian lexicographers was
essentially to preserve and augment the inventories
of their prestigious predecessors, both Iranian and
Indian.”
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“As Persian gave way to Urdu in the 19th century,
Persian was dropped by the British as the official
language of administration in 1834. Indo-Persian
lexicography enjoyed an Indian summer as a
cottage industry, in which local scholars,
sometimes “‘ghost-compiling” for local rulers,
produced conventional or idiosyncratic works with

unexpected innovations marking the end of an era.
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Sahjahan Begam (1838-1901), the strong-willed
nowwab of Bhopal, used her talented court
clientele and three printing presses to produce the
Kazanat al-logat (introduced by Navros;ji
Hormasji, 2 vols., Bhopal, 1886), a hexaglot
arranged in columns with the source word (Urdu)
and its equivalents (Persian-Arabic-Sanskrit-
English-Ottoman. Turkish) running across in
individual cells and a Persian marginal
commentary. Women’s vocabulary, popular
customs, and shrewd distinctions between (Indo-

)Persian and Urdu usage are prominent features.”
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“most remarkable manifestation of [the tradition of
compiling Urdu-Urdu dictionaries] is the 22-
volume Urdu dictionary compiled and published

by the Urdu Dictionary Board.”

AU sl u’:/gﬁ@ﬂ[(@'utﬂﬁ.’jaﬂ»/lc}ul] -1
-("")“.L;'/él;'ul..i;‘ti.5uf:ﬂ;ul&ﬁ;.’;ﬂ»;l

LI S a e ST m/’u)ﬂluléui)u’ir(/: JNTL Sd 3 95
..4"_0(3::({25:@}&/61:,?1)/;!@2;;JL’WU:’IVQUﬁ‘ULc‘_W W,‘JK.’Q}

“The fact that is often ignored or not discussed at
all while narrating the theory or practice of Urdu
lexicography is that these European lexicographers
of Urdu based their works on the research work
and data collected during the field work. Though

these early dictionaries were bilingual ones and
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not compiled by the natives, they became the
foundation on which the later day Urdu
lexicographers built their monolingual
lexicographical wo?ks, i.e. Urdu-Urdu dictionaries.
Urdu’s native lexicographers learnt a lot from their
European predecessors but what they could not
follow more faithfully was the practice of going
into the field and collecting the data.”
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our lexicographers compiling  Urdu-Urdu

dictionaries, be it ‘Farhang-i-Aasifya’, ‘Noor-ul-
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lughaat’ or Urdu Dictionary Board’s 22-volume
dictionary, prefer citations from literature and are
biased in favour of poetry and poetical

expressions.”
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“Baba-e-Urdu [Father of Urdu], Molvi Abdul Haq
(1870), aléo compiled an English-Urdu dictionary.
He worked on a project of compiling a dictionary
on historical principles but during the riots of
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